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by Jessica Calefati
Campus News Editor

University President Stephen 
Joel Trachtenberg will not deliver 
the keynote address at this year’s 
Commencement ceremony and 
it is unlikely another keynote 
speaker will replace him, accord-
ing to a news release.

The president said he de-
cided to step down from his du-
ties as keynote speaker in light of 
the University community’s re-
sponse to Monday’s tragic shoot-
ings at Virginia Tech.

“I thought after the melan-
choly events which took place at 
Virginia Tech, it seemed too sad 
a time for us to be engaging in 
the kinds of silly disputation that 
were going on at GW,” Trachten-
berg told The Hatchet Wednes-
day. “(Being the keynote speaker) 
lost its flavor, so I decided to do 
a little fine-tuning and take away 
all the excuses for kvetching.”

Trachtenberg added that he 
does not anticipate announcing a 
new keynote speaker because the 

Commencement line-up is “get-
ting a little crowded.” Unless, 
he joked, the Queen of England 
changed her mind and agreed to 
speak.

Director of Media Relations 
Tracy Schario said Trachtenberg 
will deliver the charge to gradu-
ates instead of the keynote ad-
dress at this year’s ceremony. 

A keynote speaker’s address 
typically lasts from 20 to 25 min-
utes, a charge lasts for a shorter 
period of time and honorary de-
gree recipients typically speak for 
one to two minutes each, Schario 
said.

This year’s honorary degree 
recipients – journalist Wolf Blitzer, 
former mayoral candidate Linda 
Cropp, President of the National 
Academy of Sciences Ralph Ci-
cerone, former U.S. Senator and 
Connecticut Governor Lowell 
Weicker Jr. and President of the 
Institute of Medicine Harvey 
Fineberg – will each speak for 
four to five minutes. Catherine 

SJT steps down 
as keynote 

Va. shooting 
hits home

by Eric Roper
Senior Staff Writer 

As the nation mourns for the victims of 
the Virginia Tech shooting, many GW stu-
dents are struggling to cope with the trag-
edy that has impacted colleges nationwide.

On Monday, an assailant shot and killed 
more than 30 people in an academic build-
ing at Virginia Tech in what is the deadliest 
school shooting in U.S. history. The campus 
in Blacksburg, Va., is about 260 miles south-
west of Washington.

Those GW students with loved ones 
in the Virginia Tech community said they 
repeatedly called their friends and stayed 
tuned to the television within hours of hear-
ing the news. 

Sophomore Jessica Forbes, a transfer 
student from Tech, visited the campus last 
weekend. On Monday night, she said she 
learned that her former co-worker had been 
killed and also that her friend had been hit 
with a stray bullet in the hand. 

Ben Solomon/photo editor
GW Law student Jason Friday helps light candles during a vigil in Kogan Plaza late Tuesday night. Four-hundred people 
attended the vigil. Friday’s brother is a junior at Virginia Tech.

Ryder Haske/Hatchet staff photographer
Dennis Smith leads a chant during a D.C. Vote rally on the 
National Mall Monday afternoon.  See story p. 3.
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by David Ceasar
Senior News Editor

In response to heightened anx-
ieties about campus safety at GW 
in the wake of the Virginia Tech 
massacre, officials have said the 
University’s emergency manage-
ment plans are adequate and not 
in need of an overhaul.

After Sept. 11, administrators 
examined the school’s prepared-
ness for catastrophic incidents oc-

curring on or near campus. Staff 
in the Office of Public Safety and 
Emergency Management set out 
to develop policies and procedures 
that would keep GW community 
members safe, as well as keep the 
institution running in times of 
danger. Since its inception in Sept. 
2002, GW’s “Incident Manual” has 
been revised 174 times, officials 
said.

John Petrie, assistant vice pres-
ident for Public Safety and Emer-

gency Management, said GW’s 
senior leadership met Monday 
and Tuesday to discuss implica-
tions of the Virginia Tech tragedy. 
He said current plans will stay in 
place and don’t need sweeping re-
examination after Monday’s mass 
shootings.

“We’ve had methodologies in 
place that would serve us (well) 
... It doesn’t mean we won’t look 
for new ways to make this better, 
but when something happens you 

look at what you have available 
and what you need,” Petrie said. 

A former Navy captain who 
was in the service for more than 
three decades, Petrie came to the 
University in December 2001 
– three months after the Pentagon 
was hit and chaos swept GW. 

He said one of the pillars of 
the school’s plan is quick, effective 
communication during a crisis. 

Officials say campus safety is adequate

by Victoria Fosdal
Hatchet Staff Writer

Virginia Tech may be more than 200 
miles away from Foggy Bottom, but it felt 
close to home Tuesday night as students 
sought comfort in each other at a candle-
light vigil.

The remembrance packed the stand-
ing-room-only Marvin Center Grand Hall 
with an estimated 400 people in attendance. 
Organizers, which included student lead-
ers and administrators, provided a place 
for students to reflect, pray, and share their 
thoughts and concerns about the tragedy 
at Virginia Tech Monday morning when a 
gunman killed at least 30 students and fac-
ulty members. 

 “It’s overwhelming to see,” said Tim 
Miller, executive director of the Student 
Activities Center, reflecting on the outpour 
ing of student support and the immediate 
response of the Student Association and 
Program Board. 

Hundreds 
attend vigil

Billy Crystal to headline Colonials Weekend

by Niketa Kumar
Hatchet Staff Writer

Marguerite “Peg” Barratt, an 
official with the National Insti-
tutes of Health, edged out four 
other candidates and was an-
nounced as the next dean of the 
Columbian College of Arts and 
Sciences  Monday. 

After an almost 10-month-
long process, the CCAS Dean 
Search Committee selected Bar-
ratt following a series of inter-
views and deliberations with 
University President Stephen 
Joel Trachtenberg, Executive Vice 
President for Academic Affairs 
Donald Lehman and President-
elect Steven Knapp.

“It is such a great opportu-
nity to work at a good school on 
its way to becoming even better,” 
Barratt said in an interview Mon-
day. “I met a lot of people here 
during my visits and interviews 
... I am very excited to work with 
the faculty, students, staff and 
alumni.” 

Barratt will join other new 
faces in GW’s administration 
next year including incoming 
University President Knapp and 

incoming Chairman of the Board 
of Trustees W. Russell Ramsey.

A GW alumna of the psychol-
ogy doctoral program, Barratt 
has worked at Michigan State 
University and the University of 
Wisconsin as a professor and de-
partment chair. She is deputy di-
rector of clinical research policy 
analysis and coordination at the 
NIH, the primary federal agency 
for medical research.

“She is terrific. She’s a 
good she’s got good character 

CCAS dean 
appointed

Billy Crystal will perform at 
GW next October.

Marguerite “Peg” Bar-
rat  will be the new dean 
of CCAS.

GW reacts to tragedy

Ben Solomon/photo editor
Members of the GW community participate in a 
vigil in the Marvin Center Tuesday night.

Comedian, movie star and 
Tony Award-winning actor Billy 
Crystal will headline next year’s 
Colonials Weekend, the Univer-
sity announced Wednesday. 

Crystal will perform October 
12 and 13 at 9:30 p.m. at Smith 
Center for the annual combined 
parents’ and alumni weekend 
festivities in October, according to 
a University press release.

“He’s an icon,” said Director 
of Parent Services Rodney John-
son. “Especially in comedy, and 
to have him for two shows is a 
really big thing. Every student 
and parent who comes will have 

a wonderful experience.” 
Tickets will go on sale Mon-

day with members of the GW 
community including students, 
parents and alumni, getting first 
access to tickets, said Peter Konw-
erski, assistant vice president for 
Student and Academic Support 
Services. 

Konwerski said Crystal was 
the University’s first-choice act 
and that GW looks for perform-
ers that both parents and students 
can enjoy when booking acts. 

“Everybody likes to laugh,” 
Konwerski said. “The fact that 
he’s been around for so long and 

he’s been so successful makes this 
special.” 

The University does not dis-
close the contract negotiation 
process or the cost of these events, 
but Konwerski said the ticket 
prices are set to cover the cost of 
the event. Prices will range from 
$57 to $150 for the show, Konw-
erski said. 

 “I am absolutely thrilled that 
the GW community will again 
be provided headliner entertain-
ment for next fall’s Colonials 
Weekend,” said Robert Chernak, 

See CRYSTAL, p. 5

See CCAS, p. 7

See SAFETY, p. 8
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THURSDAY

How do I become a Chief Justice?
Get the scoop from Justice Joseph 
Baca, a GW Law alum and retired 
chief justice of the New Mexico 
Supreme Court.
7 to 9 p.m.
GW Law School, Lerner Hall 101
Sponsored by Class Council and the 
Office of Alumni Relations

SATURDAY

Campus Cleanup
Participate in cleaning up campus 
with other GW students.
10 a.m. to 1p.m.
Kogan Plaza
Sponsored by Environment GW

2007 NGYSD Service Slam
Free poetry slam in partnership with 
Serve D.C. and National Global Youth 
Service Day.
7 to 9 p.m.
Marvin Center 3rd Floor Amphitheatre
Sponsored by DreamCity Poets

5th Annual Senior Prom
Honor and celebrate senior citizens in 
the District with an afternoon of dinner, 
dancing and entertainment.  
4 to 8 p.m.
Marvin Center 3rd Floor Grand 
Ballroom
Sponsored by the Office of Commu-
nity Service and the Neighbors Project

SUNDAY

Stop Global Warming College 
Tour
Free concert featuring Sheryl Crow, 
Faith Hill, Tim McGraw and others.
Free tickets available at ticketmaster
One ticket per GWorld.
4 to 5:30 p.m.
Smith Center
Sponsored by VP SASS, SAC, Class 
Council and Green GW

Spend your summer at CUA.

Competitive Tuition.
Convenient Location. 
300 Courses.

Get to your educational destination quicker
this summer at The Catholic University of
America. CUA offers low tuition rates and a
convenient location on the Metrorail Red Line.

Choose from more than 300 courses and
programs, including undergraduate and
graduate courses in architecture, arts and 
sciences, business, education, media studies,
philosophy, religious studies and social work.

Find course listings at http://summer.cua.edu.
For more information or to request a catalog,
contact CUA’s Office of Summer Sessions: 
202-319-5257 or cua-summers@cua.edu.

THE CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY OF AMERICA
W a s h i n g t o n ,  D . C .

ALERT
DC

Free text 
notification

to your 
cell or email 

during an 
emergency.

Be in the know. 
Sign up today. 

Members of the GW Community are encouraged
to sign up for Alert DC. This free public 
service, made possible through the Government 
of the District of Columbia, provides immediate 
text notification to email, cell phone, and other 
electronic devices during a crisis or emergency. 

This emergency notification service is available 
to DC residents, individuals who work in the 
District of Columbia, and visitors. 

To sign up for Alert DC, visit GW Campus 
Advisories on the GW homepage or 
www.gwu.edu/~gwalert and click on the DC 
Emergency Management image on the right side 
of the webpage.  During the registration process, 
make sure you select “George Washington 
University” as one of your neighborhoods. 

The George Washington University Office of Public Safety and Emergency Management (OPSEM), August 2006 
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SNAPSHOT Lincoln lookout

Nick Gingold/assistant photo editor
Siblings Charlie, 4, Grace, 7, and Hannah Barrett-Lennard, 9, sit on the steps of the Lincoln Me-
morial during a family vacation from Greenwich, Conn. 

About 15 students assembled 
at the Marvin Center Tuesday 
night to give input about the search 
process for a new associate dean of 
undergraduate programs for the 
Business School. 

At the meeting, hosted by Stu-
dent Association Senator Nathan 
Brill (SoB-U) and Senator-elect 
Matt Cohen (SoB-U), students 
helped compile a list of sugges-
tions for the search committee. 

“We initially wanted a student 
on the search committee, but that 
wasn’t possible with the internal 
selection process,” said Brill, who 
decided to hold the town hall 
meeting as an alternative.

Many students, including 
members of the Finance and In-
vestment Club, the Consulting 
Club and the International Affairs 
Society, voiced the need for a dean 
who is willing to be more con-
nected with students by holding 
office hours like University Presi-
dent Stephen Joel Trachtenberg 
or having monthly meetings with 
students. 

Town hall participants sug-
gested names of professors and 
faculty members for the post. The 
search committee would not dis-
close faculty members under con-
sideration. 

Students also discussed school-
wide issues with the hope that 
the new dean will support their 
suggestions. The need for longer 
hours in Duquès Hall, greater ac-
cess to group study areas, and 
improvements to the career center 
and advising program were top 
student concerns.

Sophomore Irene Lehne said 
she hopes Duquès Hall hours will 
be extended. 

“I’m interested in helping (Brill 
and Cohen) voice the true opinions 
of the students,” she said. 

Tuesday night was also the 
final meeting of this year’s SA 
Senate. In addition to passing the 
bill for a student fee increase ref-
erendum, the senate passed a bill 
replacing the 10-person SA dining 
services commission with a single 
director. 

The SA also passed a bill creat-
ing the “social responsibly initia-
tives grant commission” to over-
see the $25,000 given to the SA by 
the administration for socially con-

scious initiatives and a resolution 
to show support for the victims of 
the Virginia Tech tragedy.

The senate-elect will meet 
April 25 and will then be sworn 
into office April 30 at the Transi-
tion Dinner.

–Ian Jannetta and 
Andrew Ramonas

Group meets to discuss Business 
School 

SANOTE

Some students said they feel unsafe because of 
the effects of a renovation project of GW’s largest 
freshman residence hall.

The sidewalk along 19th Street between E 
and F streets has been closed for months and has 
forced pedestrians to either walk on the road of a 
busy one-way street or cross the street to avoid be-
ing inches away from passing cars. 

“During rush hour you really have to watch 
out,” said William Watt, a freshman and resident 
of Mitchell Hall who said that he walks in the street 
at least three times a day. “Cars get pretty close to 
side-swiping you here.” 

The University posted signs directing driv-
ers to stay out of a far left-side lane where many 
people walk and for pedestrians to cross to the east 
side of the street where the sidewalk is clear. 

“The University is quite concerned about stu-
dents walking next to the fence,” wrote Nancy 
Haaga, managing director of Campus Support 
Services in an e-mail. “We strongly encourage all 
members of the GW community to obey traffic 
and pedestrian directional signs to help ensure 
their safety and well-being.”

The University said the west side of the 19th 
Street sidewalk is closed as per a permit as part of 
construction to replace the façade of Thurston Hall. 

The current phase of renovation is set to be 

complete by month’s end and other projects will 
begin this summer. A University official said last 
month the residence hall will be closed for sum-
mer housing. Haaga did not say when the side-
walk would reopen.  

Construction includes replacing windows, 
repairing brick and mortar, updating lighting fix-
tures and elevators, and installing fire sprinklers in 
each of the rooms, University officials said. 

–Brandon Butler

Ongoing Thurston construction blocks sidewalk

This week the Sigma Chi fra-
ternity had its first annual Derby 
Days, a 1990s-themed fundraiser, 
to support the Children’s Miracle 
Network.

The organization became the 
campus’ 14th male Greek-letter or-
ganization last year after a six-year 
hiatus from GW. Nationwide, Der-
by Days raises more than $600,000 
for CMN, said Sigma Chi Public 
Relations Chair Mike Belleville, a 
freshman, in a news release. 

“Sigma Chi has been absent 
from the George Washington com-
munity for the past few years,”   
Sigma Chi philanthropy chair and 
sophomore Dave Boyajian said. 
“The brothers are really excited 
about organizing our first Derby 
Days.”

CMN is a national group of 
children’s hospitals that treat pa-
tients with cancer, sickle cell ane-
mia, pediatric AIDS and other dis-
eases and has been the fraternity’s 
philanthropy since 1992. Sigma Chi 
plans to donate its proceeds from 
T-shirt, ticket and jewelry sales to 
a local CMN hospital on Michigan 
Avenue N.W., according to a news 
release.

On Monday and Tuesday eve-
nings, the chapter hosted a skit 
night, costume contest and a trivia 
contest that sororities modeled af-
ter the 1990s Nickelodeon show, 
“Legends of the Hidden Temple.”

The fraternity also hosted a 
service auction in Funger Hall 
Wednesday night. Services such 
as cooking a three-course dinner, 
cleaning a dorm room, or carrying 
someone’s books for a day were 
auctioned off to members from six 
participating sororities. 

“We (worked) to create a fun 
and entertaining philanthropy 
event that after a few years will 
become as big and as important as 
it is elsewhere in the country,” Bell-
ville said.

–Marissa Bialecki 

Sigma Chi hosts first annual 
Derby Days fundraiser

GREEKBRIEF

Ryder Haske/Hatchet staff photograher
Students walk past construction on 19th 
and F Streets Wednesday afternoon. 
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D.C. marches for a vote

by Samantha Honig
Hatchet Staff Writer

Thousands marched down 
Pennsylvania Avenue to the U.S. 
Capitol Monday afternoon to pro-
test the District of Columbia’s lack 
of a voting representative in Con-
gress.

Despite strong winds and cold 
rain, protesters of all ages marched 
holding signs and chanting “Free 
D.C.” and “No more taxation 
without representation.” City rep-
resentatives hope the rally will 
raise awareness and aid in passing 
a D.C. Voting Rights Bill in the U.S. 
House of Representatives. The bill 

would make the District a full, vot-
ing member of the House.

The District has a non-voting 
repesentative, Eleanor Holmes 
Norton, in the House, a shadow 
representative and two shadow 
senators. Norton regained the abil-
ity to vote in her committee, the 
Oversight and Government Re-
form Committee on Jan. 24 after 
having the privilege taken away in 
1995 when Republicans regained 
the House majority.

D.C. Mayor Adrian Fenty, 
who led the march, spoke and 
rallied the crowd at the reflecting 
pool outside of the Capitol.

“The residents of D.C. are fed 
up over Congress not giving us 
the right to vote,” Fenty said to 
the cheering crowd. “We are here 
today to say to Congress, ‘If you 
have the legislation in front of you 
that would give us the full vote in 
the House of Representatives, we 
want you to pass that legislation 

now!’”
Monday was a District holi-

day, Emancipation Day, which 
celebrates former President Abra-
ham Lincoln’s freeing of about 
3,100 enslaved persons in D.C. 
nine months before the Emanci-
pation Proclamation declared all 
slaves in America free. Organizers 
said the march was organized on 
April 16 to take advantage of the 
day’s significance for Washingto-
nians.

Democrats hope to pass the 
D.C. Voting Rights Bill Thursday. 
The bill would add two members 
to the current 435 House repre-
sentatives – one would go to the 
District and the other to the rap-
idly growing state of Utah. The 
bill stipulates that Utah’s extra seat 
will be subject to normal redistrict-
ing at the 2010 Census.

Both Norton and Fairfax Rep. 

Ryder Haske/Hatchet staff photogapher
Thousands of people rally in the rain on the National Mall Monday afternoon in support of D.C. voting 
rights in Congress. D.C. Mayor Adrian Fenty was among those who marched.

See DCVOTE, p. 8

Marchers ask for 
Congressional 
representation



“

I am really looking forward to that happy 
time when I get to start dealing with embas-
sies, consulates and the federal government 

to get my student visa to study abroad. Obscure 
regulations, paperwork and countless phone 
calls to confusing departments? Don’t worry, 
I’m a pro now, and at least the embassies aren’t 
charging me more than $18,000 for the pleasure 
of dealing with their red tape.

GW students study abroad in increasing 
numbers each fall and spring semester, and 
the study abroad program is touted as popular 
and successful. Both when I took a tour as a 
prospective student and when I gave tours last 
summer, one of the major selling points was the 
popularity of study abroad and the great expe-
riences students bring back with them, enrich-
ing the culture of GW’s community. 
One of the major draws for me was 
studying abroad, and I couldn’t wait 
to get started.

Then along came ‘the process,’ as 
the painful procedure of preparing 
to go abroad is ominously termed. I 
began early, making sure that I was 
eligible to go, identifying a program of choice 
and asking professors to write my recommenda-
tions. But wait, my program was not on GW’s 
approved list. Not to worry, I was told. Just fill 
out a petition and you’ll be fine. This is true 
if you don’t mind that the petition is as long 
as the program application itself, with adviser 
approvals, paragraphs to write and multiple 
deadlines. And it takes about a month.

The Office of Study Abroad Web site has 
a wealth of information, but one has to know 
where to look, and the resources provided are 
mostly general and not program-specific. There 
are several deadlines for individual programs 
and for GW Study Abroad, making students 
feeling that there is always another unknown 
deadline looming around the corner.

In early March, with my petition finally 
approved and my application in, I was ready 
to move on with the process. However, nothing 
happens until the Pre-Departure Orientation 
sessions are held in the first week of April. 
At the session, which is the one element of 
the Study Abroad process that is extremely 
well-organized, officials provide students with 
an structured slide-show and presentation of 
materials. 

They also give you a well-
organized folder chock full of 
forms. Some need to be signed 
by advisers, some by your dean, 
some need to be notarized – you 
get the idea. And all this during 
the most stressful part of the 

semester, even though 
some programs have 
not yet even informed 
students if they are 
accepted. 

After students have 
gone through all the 
red tape and the paper-

work, there is still one more 
crowning moment awaiting 
them – the tuition bill. Yes, the 
GW tuition bill for the semester 
that you will not be spending 
at GW. The Study Abroad Web 
site lists a 2007-2008 charge of 
$18,200 for tuition, a $300 study 
abroad fee and various housing 
and meal plan charges depend-
ing on your program’s situation. Yes, GW also 
charges students for housing and meal plans 
that it is not providing. I am not sure what 
defensible rationale there could possibly be for 
such a policy.

Simply put, the Study Abroad program 
at GW needs to be overhauled. It needs to be 

streamlined, so students do not have to go to 
a dozen different places for information and 
to get forms signed. Departments should get 
together and create a comprehensive, consis-
tent policy for course approval and see if they 
can combine the half-dozen forms into as few 
as possible.

Also, the Office of Study Abroad needs to 
be expanded so that it can better address its 

dual roles. While there 
are often complaints 
that the staff at OSA is 
unhelpful, OSA is sim-
ply understaffed. There is 
not enough staff to hold 
information sessions, 
events, counsel students, 
answer emails and phone 
calls, process pre-depar-
ture paperwork quickly 
and deal with transfer-
ring credit upon students’ 
return. 

If GW is going to 
charge students the more 
expensive GW tuition to 
go abroad, why not put 
some of the difference 
toward getting the OSA 
a larger, more accessible 
office with more staff 
and the means to actually 
carry out its dual mission 
of providing information 
and services?

Until then, I look forward to dealing with 
the federal government, embassies and consul-
ates. I think I’m ready for a real bureaucratic 
challenge after honing my skills in the red tape 
that is GW’s Study Abroad process.

—The author, a sophomore majoring in history 
and international affairs, is Hatchet copy editor.

opinions
Gabriel Okolski – Opinions Editor (gokolski@gwhatchet.com)
Kyle Spector – Senior Opinions Editor (kspector@gwhatchet.com)
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QUOTABLE
“You can’t turn this place into a police state. We’re in the middle of a city; there are public 

streets. Thousands of people and students roam our campus. It’s not just about greater 
security – it’s a greater emphasis on health and equality in our society.”

–University President Stephen Joel Trachtenberg on campus security following the shootings at Virginia Tech. 

Augmenting the Study Abroad Office

Let Trachtenberg speak
I read with concern your editorial 

and related coverage regarding the 
choice of President Trachtenberg 
for GW’s Commencement 2007 
keynote speaker (“Shame on you, 
GW administrators,” Apr. 12, p. 
4). It is my belief that the negative 
reaction by some graduating seniors 
to SJT headlining Commencement 
is totally misplaced, but I know 
where it is coming from. 

It’s so easy to view your time at 
GW through the lens of a four-year 
lifetime, or five-year as was my case 
(not that there is anything wrong 
with that). The sun rises and sets on 
campus. If you’re anything like me 
when I got to GW, I brimmed with 
youthful rage against authority. It’s 
likely the reason why I ran for SA 
president at all. The easiest target 
was the University administration 
and its president. 

Stephen Joel Trachtenberg is 
sometimes an easy and convenient 
target. Construction too heavy 
around campus? Food options 
too slim at J Street? Strange smell 
coming from the Marvin Center 
fourth floor? The president is the 
man to blame. I laid the blame at 
his doorstep many a time. But, 
as we all know in our hearts, the 
truth of the matter is really quite 
different. 

I didn’t leave GW happy. I had 
a difficult time here during the 
course of my two senior years. 
It was during that period and 
after that I came to know SJT. He 
never turned his back, always 
welcomed me with open arms, 
and he was compassionate when 
I least expected it. I understand 
that many of you have not had 
the opportunity to get to know 
President Trachtenberg in this way, 
so you’ll have to take my word for 
it and I hope you do.  

I also hope those who have 
expressed disappointment and 
outrage over the choice of President 
Trachtenberg as the keynote 
speaker, would ask themselves the 
following questions: 

Is the canned, 10-minute 
speech of some hollow celebrity 
who cares nothing for you or for 
our University more important 
than the man who spent the last 
two decades building GW? Is 
your Commencement going to be 
ruined by the guy who has been in 
there fighting for you and GW just 
because he’s familiar? 

We are one of the greatest 
universities on the planet. It’s a 
nice way of thinking about the old 
alma mater, don’t you think? It’s an 
even nicer thing when you apply 
for a job with a GW degree. Stephen 
Joel Trachtenberg has played a 
monumental role in making that so. 
He is good, kind, honest and decent 
servant who has dedicated 20 years 
of his life to GW, to mention nothing 
of his credentials. He is a guy who 
cares for, and I dare say loves, each 
and every one of us, even though 
he may not know us all. So, I would 
urge you: let the man speak.  

 –Philip Hoyt Meisner
Former Student Association 

President 

What does it take?
I am appalled to hear that 

President Trachtenberg “hasn’t 
personally heard any complaints 
and thinks that student reaction has 
been positive” to the announcement 
that he will be the keynote speaker 
at Commencement (“Students 
administrators class over SJT,” Apr. 
16, p. 1). I can only assume this 
means that he has been out of touch 
with the true student response? 

Why don’t the school 
administrators and officials forward 

some of the angry e-mails they are 
receiving directly to him, so he 
can be more accurately informed? 
There are 910 of us (as of 11:15 a.m. 
Monday morning) who are against 
having President Trachtenberg 
as our keynote speaker (as noted 
by membership in the Facebook 
group “GW Students Against 
Trachtenberg as the Keynote 
Commencement Speaker). 

How many do we need to be 
before we are heard? How many 
before our opinions are deemed 
important?

–Jessica Rutstein
Senior

Give SJT speech a chance
Your editorial last week 

protesting President Trachtenberg 
as the keynote Commencement 
speaker was more amusing than 
thoughtful.

I read the list of previous 
“outside” Commencement speakers 
that you seem infatuated with: 
former President George H.W. 
Bush; former Secretary of State 
Madeline Albright; entertainer Bill 
Cosby; television humorist Andy 
Rooney, etc. With all deference to 
these luminaries, has any of them 
given a fraction of the thought and 
energy to higher education and 
preparing college students for life 
that President Trachtenberg has?  
I know that none of them led GW 
from being a local commuter school 
to a top-ranked private university.

Trachtenberg’s writings, 
speeches and leadership in higher 
education are why he is such a 
sought-after speaker, including 
at other colleges’ commencement 
ceremonies. All of which goes to 
prove the adage that a prophet, 
while alive, is often listened to 
more abroad than at home.

The students, parents and 

faculty at GW would do well to 
prove that adage wrong at this 
May’s Commencement. 

–John R. Miller
Research Professor in 

International Studies, Elliott School 
of International Affairs

Enjoy Commencement, avoid 
pettiness

As a graduate of GW and 
a former foil of President 
Trachtenberg, I have been 
consistently amused at the truly 
childish behavior exhibited by the 
GW student body regarding his 
Commencement address. 

SJT is actually an incredibly 
interesting man, and I learned 
just as much from him personally 
as I did from any other person on 
campus in my four years at GW. 
When I graduated I had a well-
known speaker, but truthfully I 
don’t remember much of what was 
said. The question I would ask the 
graduating class is: after four (or 
more) years, do you really want to 
be lectured one more time? 

The bottom line is this, if you’re 
really so petty as to skip your own 
graduation – that you, your family 
and probably several institutions 
have bled, sweated and paid for – 
because you don’t like the speaker, 
then you don’t deserve to graduate 
anyway, and I’m glad you won’t 
have the same experience I did 
because you don’t deserve it. 

Commencement isn’t about 
the speaker, it’s about the event, 
and if you’re so petty that you will 
deny yourself and your family 
the experience of celebrating in 
your lifelong achievement of 
graduation, then shame on you – 
you never really learned anything 
here at all.

–Trygve Olsen 
Alumnus

letters to the editor

Give the OSA the resources to aid students

editorial

With questions about the emergency re-
sponse system at Virginia Tech still looming 
in light of Monday’s tragic events, campuses 
across the country are scrambling to review and 
reform their public safety policies.

Arguably, GW is ahead of the higher educa-
tion curve for public safety. After September 11, 
the development of the Office of Public Safety 
ensured that the GW administration included 
staff members specifically designated to plan 
for emergencies and create contingencies when 
significant events impact campus. This office, 
however, will never operate to its full poten-
tial if students, staff and faculty members do 
not take an active role in ensuring the safety of 
GW’s campus.

There is one extremely beneficial public safe-
ty initiative that the GW community vastly un-
der-uses: Alert DC. A D.C. government service, 
Alert DC sends text message alerts to users’ cell 
phones during emergencies. The service in-
cludes an option specifically designed for mem-
bers of the GW and Foggy Bottom community. 
Unfortunately, only a small number of people 
are signed up for this feature. Students and staff 
alike should immediately visit the University 
Police Department Web site, which will direct 
them to the registration for this service.

The Office of Public Safety must work to 
effectively publicize this and other safety ini-
tiatives at GW. This includes the GW Incident 
Manual, a document designed to direct faculty 
and staff during a crisis. Administrators must 
ensure that faculty are trained at least once a se-
mester to handle a campus crisis and that they 
review the Incident Manual.

An area in need of review is GW’s use of the 
infomail system. This system can send a blast 
e-mail to everyone with a GW e-mail address. 
Administrators, however, frequently use this 
system to publicize trivial programs or events, 
such as a Karl Hobbs basketball camp. The more 
administrators use InfoMail, the less important 
each e-mail becomes in the minds of recipients. 
Thus, an e-mail about a campus safety emergen-
cy is all the more likely to go unread. Admin-
istrators must either use the InfoMail system 
more wisely, or create a separate system that 
clearly designates emergency e-mails as such.

Safety on campus is everyone’s responsi-
bility. Students should be aware of UPD safety 
programs and sign up for Alert DC. Faculty and 
staff should review emergency policies. The ad-
ministration should ensure that these resources 
are well publicized and institute mandatory 
training, or at least review of these policies for 
faculty and staff.

Commencement 
changes provide some 

improvement
Certainly to the delight of many angry 

students, University President Stephen Joel 
Trachtenberg is no longer the keynote speaker 
at Commencement. As he steps down from the 
graduation spotlight, however, no one individ-
ual will step up to replace him.

The decision to relegate Trachtenberg to his 
normal function at Commencement – the charge 
to the students – is an improvement over the 
original plan to have him deliver the keynote 
address. In addition, lengthening the speeches 
of the honorary degree recipients will enhance 
the variety of outside messages graduates hear 
as they move on to the next stage of their lives. 
However, these changes do not excuse the ad-
ministration and the Board of Trustees for fail-
ing to secure a Commencement speaker that 
evokes the international quality of GW, and it 
definitely does not excuse Trachtenberg’s overly 
callous commentary and disregard for student 
concerns.

One could reasonably compare a famous 
commencement speaker to the immaculate 
residence halls that Trachtenberg is so proud of 
building. Both are ultimately superfluous to the 
experience of higher education, yet students still 
want them, and the public at large still judges 
universities based on such superficial aspects. 
That’s why it is so surprising that Trachtenberg 
himself does not show more disappointment in 
the inability to get a “big name” for Commence-
ment – he, of all people, focuses on the things 
that make a University appear great in the hopes 
that it will attract the faculty and students which 
do truly make it great.

At this point, it’s almost an impossibility for 
the University to secure a keynote speaker that 
will satisfy the students who were initially dis-
gusted at Trachtenberg’s selection. University 
administrators did respond to student criticism, 
and now it is incumbent upon students to either 
accept that or continue to voice their concerns in 
a reasonable manner. Petty actions such as boy-
cotting Commencement ceremonies or turning 
around during Trachtenberg’s address will only 
serve to degrade the quality of the ceremonies 
for the parents, friends and family members 
who traveled a great distance to enjoy their 
loved ones’ final exit from GW.

Safety is everyone’s 
responsibility

If GW is going to charge 

students the more expensive 

GW tuition to go abroad, why 

not put some of the 

difference toward getting the 

OSA a larger, more accessible 

office with more staff and the 

means to actually carry out 

its dual mission of providing 

information and services?
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Fugitive from Justice

4/14/07 – 600 Block of 
21st Street – 2:00 p.m. 
– case closed
An individual fell into the emer-
gency phone near Strong Hall. 
Officers approached the man 
and found he did not have 
an emergency. Officers com-
pared the individual’s identi-
fication card to the name he 
gave officers and determined 
he was lying about his identi-
ty. Officers ran the individual’s 
information through the Na-
tional Crime Information Com-
puter/Washington Area Law 
Enforcement System. The 
man had a bench warrant on 
him, and he was placed under 
arrest. He was transported to 
the 2nd District Metropolitan 
Police Department station for 
processing.

– Subject arrested

Disorderly Conduct

4/15/07 – Marvin Center 
– 11:00 p.m. – case closed
Four juveniles unaffiliated with 
GW were at an event at Mar-
vin Center. Two female juveniles 
were fighting with one another 
while two males were fighting 
with one another. The two fights 
were separate but appeared to 
be connected. University Police 
Department officers released the 
juveniles to their legal guardians 
and barred the individuals from 
campus.
– Subjects barred from campus

4/12/07 – Francis Scott Key 
Hall – 10:22 p.m. – case 
closed
UPD received an anonymous 
call about objects being thrown 
out of an FSK window, which 
hit a car. UPD officers arrived 
on scene and identified the sus-
pected individual. The student 
denied throwing an object out 
the window, but his window 
was open and the screen was 

missing. His window was in the 
general direction from which the 
object was thrown.

– Referred to Student Judicial 
Services

Drug Law Violation

4/11/07 – Fulbright Hall 
– 8:23 p.m. – case closed
UPD responded to a call about 
a suspicious odor in Fulbright 
Hall. Seven male students and 
one female student were in the 
room. The community direc-
tor conducted an administrative 
search and found 6.2 grams of 
marijuana and paraphernalia.

– Referred to SJS

4/11/07 – Fulbright Hall 
– 9:40 a.m. – case closed
The community director notified 
UPD that an administrative search 
was going to be conducted after 
she had received an anonymous 
report of drugs in the Fulbright 
room. The community director 
found trace amounts of mari-
juana, paraphernalia and various 

controlled substances in the form 
of different prescription pills. Two 
male residents were present at 
the time of the search.

– Referred to SJS 

Liquor Law Violation

4/12/07 – Townhouse Row 
– 11:31 p.m. – case closed
Officers responded to a noise 
complaint. They swept the area 
and found four students playing 
beer games. Two were under-
age, and all four were assessed. 
Officers determined none need-
ed medical attention. 

– Referred to SJS

Unlawful Entry

04/15/07 – Gelman Library 
– 1:45 a.m. – case closed
An individual unaffiliated with the 
University and who had previ-
ously been barred from campus 
returned to the University. She 
was arrested for trespassing.

– Subject Arrested
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Fusing disparate infl uences of the media juggernaut, “Still 
Life” repurposes Jon Stewart as a heroic action fi gure, 
bloggers as new lyric poets and news culture as our most 
cherished addiction in order to deliver, in music and spo-
ken-word, a darkly comic distillation of the disorienting 
effects of wartime media. 
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“The piece holds up a fun-house mirror to our culture of information 
overload. And somehow the results are not just galling, but also often 
gripping... it draws you in.”

– The New York Times

Still Life with Commentator

by Sarah Karlin
Hatchet Reporter

While the 2008 U.S. presiden-
tial election is more than a year 
away, some students are already 
actively mobilizing their peers to 
support candidates. 

Three groups supporting 
Democratic candidates have al-
ready been formed including 
Students for Hillary, Students for 
Barack Obama and Students for 
John Edwards. Members of the 
College Republicans said they 
did not know of any GOP-sup-
porting organizations.  

Members organize grassroots 
training sessions, speeches, de-
bate-watch parties and help stu-
dents volunteer with the various 
campaigns.

Mobilizing the youth vote 
early in the election season could 
be critical for candidates as it is 
one of the least-likely popula-
tions to vote in elections. Young 
people ages 18 to 24 had the low-
est voting and registration rates 
in the 2004 presidential election, 
according to the U.S. Census Bu-
reau. 

Despite the low rate, youth 
voting increased by 11 percent 
from 2000 to 2004, according to 
the bureau. 

Robert Russo, a sophomore 
and president of the GW Stu-
dents for Hillary group, said he 
thinks the organization benefits 
from its prime location in D.C. 
The group already has about 75 
members on the social network-
ing Web site Facebook.com.

“I think we have an advan-
tage in being at GW,  (as Clin-
ton’s) national headquarters 
will be over in Virginia. A lot of 
members will have an opportu-
nity to volunteer at her national 
headquarters,” Russo said. “We 
really want this group to be an 
advocate for Hillary Clinton, to 
spread her vision about her plans 
for America.”

“I think that we really are a 
vital part of the national cam-
paign,” Russo said. “Students 
are energized, we’re active, we’re 

willing to put in long hours 
– we’re passionate.”

Omar Bengali, a senior and 
campus director for Students for 
John Edwards, also stressed the 
importance of student involve-
ment.

“We expect to have a huge 
impact, and the reason that I say 
that is that students today, at least 
at GW, are very active. They are 
people that actually know what’s 
going on nationally (and) inter-
nationally,” Bengali said. 

Both the GW Students for 
John Edwards and Students for 
Barack Obama groups have af-
filiations with national organi-
zations. The national Students 
for Barack Obama group trans-
formed from a small Facebook 
group started in July 2006 by a 
student at Bowdoin College, into 
a national organization with more 
than 60,000 members in campus 
chapters across the country. 

Henry Kraemer, media li-
aison for the national Obama 
group, said that the role of the 
national organization is to sup-
port the local chapters, like those 
in Foggy Bottom.

“These campaigns are run 
so students can have an impact, 
and the impact is done through 
the grassroots, through stu-
dents talking to other students, 
getting people to write letters, 
go out and vote,” Kraemer said. 
“The national organization is 
there largely for the chapters; 
the chapters are where it goes 
on.”

On the Republican side, Peter 
Glessing, College Republicans 
director of public relations, said 
he does not know of any GW 
chapters connected to presiden-
tial campaigns groups. However, 
Glessing said there are regional 
D.C. groups that GW students are 
actively participating in. These 
groups include D.C. Students for 
Mitt Romney and Students for 
Sam Brownback.

“It’s grassroots activism,” 
said Glessing, a junior. “That’s 
how you win the nomination 
and get energized.” n

Students form 
2008 groups

CRIMELOG

CRYSTAL
from p. 1

vice president of Student and 
Academic Support Services. He 
added that students and parents 
have “annually suggested Billy 
Crystal as the comedy act they 
would love to see perform live.” 

Crystal may be best known 
for his roles in movies such as 
“Monsters, Inc.,” “When Harry 

Met Sally,” “City Slickers” and 
“Analyze This.” He has hosted 
the Oscars award show eight 
times and won a Tony Award in 
2005. 

This past year, GW hosted 
comedian Jerry Seinfeld for the 
weekend’s festivities. Jon Stew-
art came last year, and acts from 
recent years include comedians 
Whoopi Goldberg and Dana 
Carvey, and the Boston Pops or-
chestra n

  –Brandon Butler
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“Ribbed for your pleasure:” Hot Fuzz scores

Real blades of glory come to D.C.
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Get one more and go to Sixth and I 
Historic Synagogue at 600 I St., N.W. 
tonight at 7 p.m. to see Franklin Foer 
interview Thomas Friedman. Friedman 
is a New York Times columnist and 
author, and Foer is the editor of The 
New Republic and the author of How 
Soccer Explains the World, so the conversa-
tion should be interesting, whether you 
agree with them or not. n

Go to the D.C. Jewish Community 
Center on Saturday at 8 p.m. to see 
a screening of classic film “The 
Goonies,” followed by an evening of 
pub-quiz-like trivia from the 1980s. 
It’s got Sean Astin (also known as Sam 
Gamgee and, more importantly, also 
known as Rudy) and Corey Feldman 
(also known as, well, Corey Feldman), 
so you really can’t miss here. n

Borrow $5 more and head to 9:30 
Club (if you’re 21) on Saturday at 11 
p.m. to see Clipse. The hip-hoppers 
made “Lord Willin’” in 2001, and 
were stuck in label purgatory until 
2006’s release of “Hell Hath No Fury.” 
Reap the benefits of destroyed red 
tape and ignore the fact that, um, they 
rap about cocaine a lot. Drugs are bad, 
kids, but these rhymes are great. n

by Jeff rey 
Parker

Get one more and go to Sixth and I 
If you have $5 If you have $10 If you have $20

BAR
Biddy Mulligan’s
1500 New Hampshire 
Ave., N.W.

I’m no stranger to the faux-
Irish. For an entire semester, 
my friends called me “Seamus” 
behind my back before it came to 
light that I don’t have a drop of 
Irish in me. And while I’d much 
rather drink an American-style 
light lager than a hard cider, I’ve 
fallen into my share of delightfully 
fake – and cheap – Irish pubs. But 
last Sunday, a couple of friends 
and I braved the wind and rain to 
search out hot food and cool drink 
in a place that shuns shamrocks 
and leprechauns for what it fan-
cies to be authentically Irish. 

You’ve probably seen Biddy 
Mulligan’s before: the large, 
darkened bar nestled into the 
bottom floor of Dupont Circle’s 
Irish-owned-and-operated Jury’s 
Washington Hotel. I’ve actually 
been to Biddy’s twice – once to 
try the soup while making a visit 
to D.C. in high school, and once 
to try a few underage sips of Bud 
Light before getting thrown out 
on my ass a few years ago.

But on my third visit to the 
pub, my friends and I had bare-
ly closed our umbrellas before it 
became clear that though we had 
escaped the elements, we were still 
a bit out of our element. When our 
waiter approached – a lanky guy 
who couldn’t have been much 
older than us – he addressed us 
as “kids.” A glance at the bar 
confirmed it – a line of puffed 
white hair and slicked comb-overs 
knocked back pints of Guinness 
and cider. Though this was my 
first time in the bar with a valid 
I.D., I still seemed too young to 
drink there. The place was full of 
old people.

Still, these weren’t just any 
old people. These were old peo-
ple who stayed out well past 9 
at night. These were old people 

who staked out a hotel bar on the 
Sabbath. These were old people 
who had a wee bit of Irish in ‘em.

And Biddy Mulligan’s – you 
never would have guessed this 
– fancies itself an Irish bar. But 
despite its ridiculously Irish name, 
the rest of the bar strives for a more 
upscale and understated Irish pub 
feel. At Biddy’s, everything inside 
the bar – from the bricks in the 
wall to the chairs you sit on – is 
imported direct from Ireland. The 
menu consists mainly of average-
priced bar food – the onion rings, 
by the way, are delicious – but it 
does offer a Shepherd’s Pie and 
an Irish Grill for those looking for 
something a bit more authentic. 
And when it’s rainy, as it was on 
Sunday, the nice rounded wall 
of windows gives you a blurry 
enough view of the circle that, if 
you squint, you could almost be 
looking out at a roundabout in 
Erin.

Dupont may be a long way 
from Dublin, but a drink inside 
Biddy Mulligan’s takes you closer 
to The Emerald Isle than most 
faux-Irish pubs. Unlike your aver-
age McFadden’s, you’re not likely 
to see any face-painted girls vom-
iting outside in the early afternoon 
here – but that’s true of any bar 
for people older than just a ques-
tionable 21. There’s something to 
be said for enjoying a cider on a 
cushy, carved-wooden chair sent 
straight from Ireland. At the same 
time, there’s a place for that rip-
roaring stereotypical Irish drink-
ing that college students and St. 
Paddy’s Day hangers-on have 
grown to love. If you’re looking 
for the former, head to Biddy’s. 
If you want the latter, well, you 
know where to go. n

Bar Belle Rating

belle

Brendan Polmer/Hatchet Photographer
Sophomore Marcus Rubenstein (left, trum-
pet) and senior James Finnegan (right, 
saxophone) play for a crowd at Blues Alley 
in Georgetown during the annual GW Jazz 
Festival last week.

by Jessica Maloney
Hatchet Staff Writer

Figure skating is a lot like leap year 
– many only acknowledge its existence once 
every four years. When the great athlete/
celebrities like Michelle Kwan and Tara 
Lipinski fade from the limelight, the interest 
and prominence of the sport dwindle. 

After seeing Champions on Ice at the 
Verizon Center last Saturday, it is hard to 
imagine how America could forget the tra-
dition, which is arguably one of the most 
competitive on Earth. After all, in what 
other sport does one Olympic hopeful hire 
someone to incapacitate his or her competi-
tors with a baseball bat? Fortunately for last 
Saturday’s audience, Champions on Ice was 
not a competition at all.

The Champions on Ice tour features 
individual and pair medalists from the US 
Championship, World Championship, and 
Olympics. The tour allows skaters to show 
their skills and creativity without requir-
ing an act that tells a story. Champions on 
Ice typically begins with a short, introduc-
tory skate from all performers, moves on to 
individual routines and closes with a finale 
in which all skaters work together to tell a 
story.

This year’s U.S. silver medalist, Ryan 
Bradley, began the individual skates with a 
mariachi/disco routine in which he landed 
both triple and double jumps with ease. 
Alissa Czisny, the ladies bronze medalist, 
followed Bradley’s act with several technical 
difficulties, recovering awkwardly from an 
almost-failed triple to fall while attempting 
a second later in her routine.

Rudy Galindo took the ice after Czisny, 
making both her and Bradley’s routines look 
like the work of amateur leaguers. The cur-
rent U.S. and World Champion – and former 
partner of Kristi Yamaguchi – landed triple 
jumps and back flips easily and seamlessly 
without making the momentum-building 
glide that gives away the skater’s intent. 
The crowd was wildly enthusiastic after the 
charismatic Galindo left the ice. One would 
imagine that this larger-than-life act would 
be difficult to follow, but Dan Hollander 
was up for the challenge. Clad in a Batman 
costume and carrying a damsel in distress 
(blow-up doll) tied to railroad tracks, the 
beginning of Hollander’s routine included 
double and triple jumps to the tune of 
Enrique Iglesias’ “Hero.”  The music then 

changed to the song, “I Need a 
Hero,” and Hollander stripped 
away the dark knight persona 
to reveal a Wonder Woman cos-
tume. When the music changed 
a second time, the recipient of the 
’96 and ‘97 U.S. bronze became 
Superman, skating to the tune of 
Gwen Stefani’s “Hollaback Girl.”

This comedic routine was 
followed by a more classic per-
formance from current bronze 
winner Johnny Weir. His routine 
was followed by a three-time 
European Championship female 
skater Surya Bonaly and two-time 
World Championship-winning 
pair skaters. Both performances 
were slow in tempo and artistic, 
as one would typically imagine a 
figure skating routine to be.

Stereotypes and expectations 
were pleasantly broken, howev-
er, when Irena Grigorian took to 
the ice. More of an acrobat than 
a skater, Grigorian performed 
a Catwoman-themed routine 
while traveling around the rink 
in a human-size gerbil wheel – all 
while dangling by one foot and 
using her arms and acrobatics to 
propel the wheel forward. Skating 
legend Victor Petrenko also sur-
prised the crowd with a cowboy-
themed routine including a triple-triple jump 
combination. Olympic silver medalists Ben 
Agosto and his partner Tanith Belbin also 
wowed the crowd with a Justin Timberlake-
inspired “SexyBack” routine that had male 
audience members whistling and stamping 
at the end of the performance.

Following intermission, world champi-
ons Marina Anissina and Gwendel Peizerat 
performed a circus-themed “Candyman” 
routine that included a lot of dance-y foot-
work that gave the routine its own style. 
Their performance was overshadowed, how-
ever, by the appearance of hometown favor-
ite Kimmie Meissner, a Maryland native. 
Her performance was slow and beautiful, 
though slightly flawed as she attempted a 
double but recovered well with a single.

New U.S. men’s champion Evan 
Lysacek and Olympic gold-winning pair 
Tatiana Totmianina and Maxi Marinin put 
on good shows following Meissner, but the 
crowd was not on its feet again until seeing 

Vladmir Besedin and Oleksiy Polishchuk 
finished their astounding ice acrobatics. The 
two men performed an amazing series of 
lifts and headstands on one another. At 
one point, Polishchuk balanced himself one-
handed on Besedin’s head.

The only skater capable of following 
such an act, World Championship and 
Olympic silver medalist Sasha Cohen closed 
the individual routines, perfectly executing 
a series of toe-touches and triple jumps to a 
soulful Christina Aguilera tune.

After Cohen’s performance, much of 
the audience vacated the facility, despite the 
group performance, James Bond 007, which 
had yet to take place. While interesting, the 
synchronized skate that included all of the 
champions stretched on for ten minutes 
and was nowhere near as impressive as 
the individual routines themselves. Future 
attendees are encouraged to follow suit and 
skip this segment of Champions on Ice next 
year. n

by Jason Mogavero
Senior Staff Writer

Three years ago, the United States was 
not quite ready for Simon Pegg, Edgar Wright 
and Nick Frost. Now, the merry jesters who 
unleashed 2004’s zombie genre romp “Shaun 
of the Dead” have established themselves as 
darlings on the international cinematic scene 
– the geeks have become the stars. 

Their fans include Quentin Tarantino and 
Robert Rodriguez, whose new film “Grindhouse” 
features a fake trailer directed by Wright and 
featuring Pegg and Frost, “Lost” and “Alias” 
creator JJ Abrams, who cast Pegg in “Mission: 
Impossible III” (and whose next film, a prequel 
to the original “Star Trek” series, is of particular 
interest to Pegg – “I want to be a red shirt,” he 
said), and the legendary George Romero, whose 
“Night of the Living Dead” movies were the 
chief basis of “Shaun ” – he returned the favor 
by giving Pegg and Wright a cameo in his last 
film, “Land of the Dead.” 

On Friday, the boys from Britain are serving 
up another slice of fried gold, this time training 
their well-honed comedic sights from zombies 
onto the world of the buddy cop film. Taking 
the “Bad Boys” and “Lethal Weapon” franchises, 
adding a dash of the original “Wicker Man,” 
blending in a generous helping of their take-
no-prisoners comic absurdity and throwing in a 
renegade swan, the result is “Hot Fuzz,” a tighter 
and perhaps even funnier follow-up to “Shaun.” 

“I think there’s a certain amount of affec-
tion for ‘Bad Boys 2,’” says Wright, who co-
wrote and directed “Hot Fuzz.” “We wanted 
to make a film within that genre, and the idea 
behind ‘Hot Fuzz’ is that these films don’t 
exist within the U.K. There’s no precedent for 
them at all, so we thought we’d have a lot of 
fun by taking the sleepy rural U.K. and drop-
ping a Bruckheimer in the middle of it.”

The film stars Pegg as Nicholas Angel, 
a tough-as-nails cop who’s transferred from 
London to placid northern England when his 
arrest record begins to make the rest of the 
department look bad. “With ‘Shaun of the 
Dead,’ I argue that we didn’t do any ribbing 
of zombie films,” Pegg said. “But with ‘Hot 

Fuzz,’ there’s a little bit more parody in there, 
cos those hijinks and high-octane and high 
everything are ripe for a little bit of ribbing, 
but with a great amount of affection, never 
with a sneer on our face.”

“I think you could say it’s ribbed for your 
pleasure,” quipped Wright.

The international buzz that “Shaun” cre-
ated was helpful not just for the trio’s careers, 
but also for “Hot Fuzz” itself – their higher 
profiles enabled the creators to attract a high-
er-profile cast, including Timothy Dalton, Jim 
Broadbent and Paddy Considine. Also, keep 
your eyes open for cameos from Cate Blanchett 

and avowed Pegg-Wright-Frost fan and “Lord 
of the Rings” creator Peter Jackson.

“We wanted to cover every single type of 
cop film, whether it be serial killer thriller, 
corruption film, conspiracy, buddy cop, action 
film – if we’d had a bit more money and time, 
it would literally be blowing more shit up,” 
Wright said. Thus, in “Hot Fuzz,” the trio has 
made the cop movie they’ve always wanted 
to – well, perhaps not entirely. There was one 
element that, given more time and money, 
Frost would have included: “I would like to 
have seen a Viking burial somewhere in there. 
A burning longboat.” n

Courtesey Rogue Pictures
Nicholas Angel (Simon Pegg) and Danny Butterman (Nick Frost) go all “Bad Boys 2” on bucol-
ic Sandford, England. Not all is at it seems in the quiet town, as Londoner Angel discovers.

Erin Shea/photo editor
Ben Agosto holds up Tanith Belbin while perform-
ing a spread eagle Saturday at the Verizon Center.
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Students to vote on fees

by Andrew Springer
Hatchet Reporter 

Students will be able to vote 
this semester to increase the 
amount of money they pay each 
year to the Student Association. 

The SA, which grants money 
to the more than 300 student orga-
nizations on campus, unanimously 
approved legislation that creates a 
referendum on the mandatory stu-
dent fee before the end of the semes-
ter. In the vote, students will be asked 
if they want to raise the student fee 
from $1 per credit hour to a flat fee of 
$20 for graduate students and $30 for 
undergraduate students.

“I’m delighted that as the days 
of the Student Association ... come 
to an end, we’re still working,” 
said SA President Lamar Thorpe, 
a senior. The Senate voted on the 
legislation Tuesday at the Marvin 
Center at the last meeting of this 

year’s senate. 
The extra funds would make 

more money available to student 
organizations. 

“Because of the structure of 
our current student fee, student 
life on this campus gets stifled 
for financial reasons,” said Senator 
Nathan Brill (SoB-U), who spon-
sored the bill. “Student life on 
this campus isn’t what it should 
be, and we made positive steps 
tonight to change that.”

Robert Chernak, senior 
vice president for Student and 
Academic Support Services, over-
sees the SA and said he supports 
increasing the student fee. 

“I believe that some increase 
based upon the growth of student 
organizations, and student-initiat-
ed programs and services is prob-
ably justified,” Chernak wrote in 
an e-mail.

He added that it is up to stu-
dent leaders to pitch a strong case 
to other students in order for the 
referendum to pass. 

This is not the first time the SA 
has considered raising the student 
fee. In 2004, students voted not to 
accept a fee increase, and in 2005 
the senate shot down former SA 
President Audai Shakour’s bid to 

raise the fee. 
Just earlier this month, the sen-

ate failed a measure that would 
have increased the fee. That bill 
would have doubled the per-cred-
it rate for incoming undergradu-
ates to $2, raising the amount of 
funds available to allocate to stu-
dent organizations from $465,000 
to more than $800,000.

The referendum has not yet 
been scheduled, and a special 
oversight body for the voting pro-
cess must first be created. Thorpe 
said he hopes a vote will take 
place by the first week of May. 
Even if students vote down the 
increase, Thorpe may have anoth-
er way to install it. 

The Board of Trustees has 
the final say in approving the 
fee increase, and Thorpe said the 
University’s highest oversight 
body would “go with the stu-
dents.” If students vote down the 
increase, Thorpe can still make 
an appeal as SA president for the 
board to raise the student fee. 

“I decided that we could either 
do it the right way or the wrong 
way,” Thorpe said, “and I opted to 
do it the right way.” n

 –Brandon Butler contributed to 
this report.  

Students may 
pay $20, $30 
next year to SA

CCAS
from p. 1

“It took me a little bit to get 
used to (the news),” Forbes said. 
Though she initially wanted to 
mourn alone, she said she was 
impressed by how GW rallied 
together. 

“I know I’ll be back to visit 
my friends next year. Everyone 
there is going through so much 
more than I ever imagined,” she 
said.

Junior Emily Sydnor 
received a text message Monday 
afternoon saying a close family 
friend at Tech had been shot and 
was in stable condition at a hos-
pital. The girl had been grazed 
in the head by a bullet and was 
recovering. 

“Even just that little bit 
knowing that she could have 
been worse – people in her 
class died – it’s horrible to think 
about,” Sydnor said. “If it grazed 
her head two centimeters to the 
left, it could have been a differ-
ent scenario.” 

She said she spent a lot 
of time calling people at Tech 
to make sure they were safe. 

Throughout the day, she reluc-
tantly followed the breaking 
news coverage for more infor-
mation.

“It was one of those things 
where I didn’t want to read (the 
news), it was so horrible,” said 
Sydnor, a Virginia native. “But 
at the same time, I needed to 
know what was going on.” 

Outside GW’s candlelight 
vigil Tuesday night, sophomore 
Luigia D’Onofrio said she has 
many friends who attend Tech, 
none of whom were killed or 
injured. 

“I mean, it definitely hasn’t 
sunk in yet,” said a teary-eyed 
D’Onofrio. “I’m just really wor-
ried about my friends.”

John Dages, director of the 
University Counseling Center, 
said any student feeling con-
fused or disheartened can seek 
counseling or call the University 
hotline 24 hours a day. In a 
mass e-mail administrators sent 
to GW community members 
Monday afternoon, students 
were encouraged to seek the 
help of counselors, who can be 
reached at 994-5300.

“We will go out of our way 
(to help students) under these 
conditions,” Dages said. “If 

someone needs to be seen, we 
are not going to wait.” 

In Monday’s blast e-mail, 
officials said the University 
Police Department went on 
“heightened alert” and that 
everyone should be more 
vigilant for suspicious activ-
ity. Rodney Johnson, director of 
Parent Services, said the same 
e-mail was sent to his office’s 
parent listserv, which goes to 
more than 6,500 people.

Julie Ramacciotti, parent of 
sophomore Jaime Ramacciotti, 
said she was pleased to receive 
the e-mail from Parent Services 
and called her daughter Monday 
to ask her if she feels safe. 

“(Jaime) said ‘I feel very safe 
and I never worry when I am 
anywhere here on campus,’” 
Julie Ramacciotti said. “But she 
also said to me ‘How would 
anyone ever know if someone 
came into a building with a 
weapon?’”

Ramacciotti added that 
when sending a child to an 
urban campus like GW, it is 
important to teach them about 
“being aware of their surround-
ings.” n

–Victoria Fosdal contributed to 
this report.

REACTION
from p. 1

leadership skills, she’s a com-
ponent manager, has a promise 
of strong fundraising and the 
capacity to work well with oth-
ers,” said Trachtenberg, who will 
be stepping down as University 
president this summer. “Overall, 
a good choice.” 

Before working at NIH, Barratt 
worked for the National Science 
Foundation and before that at vari-
ous universities for 23 years. 

Lehman said her most recent 
work will help her be a successful 
dean in terms of funding projects 
and research ventures. He said the 
diversity of her experience and the 
relationships she has developed 
will help create opportunities for 
enhancing faculty projects. 

“Dr. Barratt was the best fit for 

CCAS in terms of where the school 
is today and where we want to take 
it. Her credentials and experience fit 
what we were looking for,” Lehm-
an said. “Compared to the other 
candidates, she has the broadest set 
of experiences.”

One of the major issues Barratt 
will oversee is the possible imple-
mentation of a dramatic restructur-
ing of the academic schedule from 

See BARRATT, p. 8
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Thomas M. Davis III (R-Va.) are 
sponsoring the bill.

Some say D.C.’s reputation 
as a Democratic stronghold has 
polarized the voting rights bill. 
A vote on the bill was canceled 
March 23 when Rep. Lamar Smith 
(R-Texas) attached an amendment 
that would repeal the District’s 
strict gun laws. President George 
W. Bush has threatened to veto the 
bill if it crosses his desk. 

Sophomore Edward Guadi-
ana, who was at the march repre-
senting the D.C. Republicans, said 
he does not think partisan politics 
are involved.

“As a Republican ... I don’t 
think there’s a matter of a partisan 
line. I think that’s just for D.C. I 
think that Democrats should be in 
favor of it; I think that Republicans 
should be in favor of it,” he said. 
“What’s the point of keeping the 
vote from a city full of people no 
different from us?”

Barrie Daneker, 39, believes 
that while it may be construed as a 
partisan issue, partisan ties should 
not be involved in the decision. He 
is a member of the Advisory Neigh-
borhood Commission near Catho-
lic University, which is an elected 
body advising the local govern-
ment on community issues.

Daneker said he was frustrated 
with losing representation, having 
recently moved to the District.

“(I feel like) I live in a Third 

World country,” he said.
Alternative proposals to the 

D.C. Voting Rights Bill include an-
nexing D.C. into the state of Mary-
land.

Matthew Brokman, a junior 
and leader with the Progressive 
Student Union, said the idea of an-
nexing D.C. is undesirable, and the 
District should apply for statehood 
and become “New Columbia.”

“The District of Columbia 
should not be divided into Mary-
land and Virginia ... the District of 
Columbia should become the 51st 
State,” he said.

Despite being residents of 
other states, a large number of 
GW students attended the march. 
Many were from a political science 
class taught by professor Mark 
Croatti, who offered extra credit 
for attending the rally. Many said 
they came not only for their grade, 
but to offer their support in a cause 
they believe in.

“My professor had introduced 
the D.C. voting rights issue and 
made my classmates a lot more 
passionate about it,” said fresh-
man Shannon E. Johnson.  “It’s a 
really important issue to a lot of 
students on the GW campus since 
we live in D.C., and it’s an issue 
we’re aware of.”

At its monthly meeting 
Wednesday night, the Foggy Bot-
tom/West End Advisory Neigh-
borhood Commission passed a 
resolution asking Congress to pass 
the D.C. Voting bill.

The ANC is a locally elected 
body that represents the commu-
nity to the government. n

DCVOTE
from p. 3

Robert Chernak, senior vice president for 
Student and Academic Support Services, said 
he was not surprised by the support students 
demonstrated. 

“I think you can see by the size of the 
crowds that students feel strongly and need an 
output for their feelings,” he said. 

Senior Maria Bea Querido, chair of Pro-
gram Board, said more than 1,000 students 
had picked up maroon and orange ribbons, 
the colors of Virginia Tech, from Marvin Cen-
ter Tuesday afternoon to wear. 

A 10-foot banner was out during the vigil, 
and hundreds of students signed their names 
and wrote notes to the Virginia Tech commu-
nity. The banner will be delivered to the cam-
pus later this week. 

Several leaders including Thorpe and Uni-
versity President Stephen Joel Trachtenberg 
shared their reactions to the tragedy before 
religious leaders led three prayers.

A candle-lighting ceremony in Kogan Pla-
za followed the event.

“We all have been directly or indirectly 
affected,” said Thorpe in his opening re-

marks at the ceremony. “Some of us may 
have lost a friend, but all of us lost 33 fellow 
collegians.” 

Throughout the night, students shared 
how the tragedy personally affected them. 

“My friend’s brother, Kyle Andrews, goes 
to Virginia Tech,” said freshman Alexandra 
Sheedy, who went to show her support. An-
dews, a junior, had been in one of the targeted 
classrooms, but had left early after finishing 
his exam. 

“It was really horrible at first hearing about 
it,” she said. “When I heard that my friend was 
there it added a lot more to it – it was a lot more 
nerve-wracking.” 

Speakers at the vigil emphasized the con-
nection felt across campuses. 

“There is no Virginia Tech, no GW or Uni-
versity of California; we are all enrolled in a 
common university,” Trachtenberg said.

Students began calling the SA office non-
stop midday Monday asking what the Uni-
versity was doing about the tragedy and how 
they could become involved, Thorpe said. The 
event was planned in about 24 hours, starting 
on Monday evening. 

“We all wanted to do something,” Queri-
do said. “I knew a lot of people needed a 
place to come to express their thoughts and 
feelings.” n

VIGIL
from p. 1

At Virginia Tech, about two 
hours elapsed between the first 
shooting of at least two people 
and a blast e-mail administrators 
sent out. 

Through a multi-tiered strat-
egy for conveying critical infor-
mation immediately, Petrie said 
he hopes community members 
will have “trust” in officials to 
maximize safety. Faculty and staff 
members also work with his office 
to undergo emergency prepared-
ness drills each year.

“The last thing we want is for 
people to be living here in fear,” 
he said.

A pillar of GW’s communica-
tion strategy is the GW Campus 
Advisories Web page, at www.
gwu.edu/~gwalert. The site has 
the most up-to-date information 
about what to do during disasters.

To notify faculty, staff and stu-

dents of information on Campus 
Advisories and to direct them to 
the site, mass e-mails are used, Pet-
rie said. These can take upwards of 
two hours before all the messages 
are sent.

But Petrie said a faster method 
of communication is available. 
GW community members can get 
advisories sent within minutes 
from a free text message service 
called “Alert D.C.,” which the city 
government offers. Administra-
tors can send GW-specific messag-
es to subscribers’ cell phones and 
e-mail addresses within a couple 
of minutes. 

The University Police Depart-
ment fleet of 29 vehicles supports 
loud speakers that can broadcast a 
message from police headquarters 
or from Petrie. During an emergen-
cy, the vehicles would be driven 
to pre-assigned spots throughout 
Foggy Bottom, so a single message 
could be heard across campus si-
multaneously.

Joe Barbera, co-director of the 
GW Institute for Crisis, Disaster 

and Risk Management, said the 
University’s “shelter in place” pol-
icy can prevent the type of high-
volume shooting seen at Virginia 
Tech. He added that the University 
is much more prepared for crises 
than it has been in its past.

“I do think that Mr. Petrie has 
been working hard to move this 
University forward from where it 
was in an unprepared fashion be-
fore 9/11,” Barbera said.

Others, though, have been 
more skeptical about the school’s 
protocol for handling emergencies.

John Banzhaf, a GW public 
interest law professor, said the 
University’s plans are at best not 
well-communicated, and at worst 
wholly inadequate.

Having been a faculty mem-
ber since the 1960s, Banzhaf said 
he should know what to do in 
the event of a terrorist attack or 
other crisis, but doesn’t. He said he 
wasn’t aware of the Incident Man-
ual or the notifications that Petrie 
said his office sent out in 2002. 

“I don’t recall ever seeing it. I 

certainly don’t recall any meetings 
about it. I don’t recall any practice 
or drills or anything like that,” 
said Banzhaf, who is best known 
for suing the fast-food and tobacco 
industries. “And it may be that I’m 
atypical (among faculty, but) ... my 
guess is that they’d be as clueless 
as I am.”

“One of the problems of all this 
is that when the shit literally hits 
the fan, you don’t have time to go 
to the Web site and go to appendi-
ces out of your back pocket. You’ve 
got to know what to do,” he said.

More than two dozen students 
interviewed since Monday have 
said they generally feel confident 
in GW’s safety, but many have 
said they still feel scared that trag-
edy could strike Foggy Bottom.

“I think it could happen any-
where. You can’t block off stu-
dents from entering buildings, but 
I think security is adequate here,” 
senior Colleen Keller said. n

–Brandon Butler, Victoria 
Fosdal, Andrew Ramonas and Eric 

Roper contributed to this report.

SAFETY
from p. 1

O’Connor, a graduating senior who resumed her 
studies at GW after a tour of duty as a U.S. Ma-
rine in Iraq, will also speak at Commencement, 
according to the news release.

In response to students clamoring for a more 
prominent speaker, Trachtenberg said, “They 
wanted pearls of wisdom? They’re going to get 
pearls of wisdom. They wanted famous speak-
ers? They got five of them.” 

Priscilla Monico, a senior who started a peti-
tion last week protesting the University’s keynote 
speaker selection, said she was happy the Univer-
sity responded to student opinion. Her petition 
has about 600 signatures. 

“In our class, we as a group respect SJT and 
the immense impact he’s had on the University,” 
Monico said. “He ought to be recognized and we 
definitely want him to speak. We took issue with 
him being the keynote speaker.”

Schario said Trachtenberg’s announcement 
is linked to the tragic shootings at Virginia Tech, 
where a gunman killed at least 32 people. 

“Have we heard concern and dissent in the 
last week – absolutely, but Monday’s events put 
things into context,” Schario said. “This debate is 
no longer the most important thing.”

Trachtenberg is speaking at another school’s 
commencement ceremony but declined to name 
the institution.

“They want to keep it secret until they release 
the information on their own,” Trachtenberg said.

In 2004, GW held Commencement without a 
keynote speaker. Schario also said the impressive 
slate of honorary degree recipients and the new 
format will keep things moving.

“The events at Virginia Tech have to have an im-
pact on GW’s Commencement and they will surely 
impact commencements around the country, too.” n

–David Ceasar and Geoff Cain contributed to this 
report.

GRADUATION
from p. 1

a five-course three-credit 
system to a four-course four-
credit system. CCAS faculty 
voted to delay a final decision 
on the administration-spon-
sored plan until a permanent 
dean of the school was cho-
sen. 

Barratt said she needs to 

learn more about the four-
by-four plan before crafting a 
definite opinion.

“(GW) would benefit 
from thoughtful curriculum 
reform, which might come 
from the four-by-four plan or 
might just happen,” she said. 

University President-elect 
Steven Knapp commended 
the new dean’s credentials.

“Dr. Barratt exemplifies 
the research acumen, teach-
ing credentials and leader-

ship experience that we need 
to help advance the stature of 
the University as a preemi-
nent research institution,” he 
said in a statement. 

According to the search 
committee, 98 people applied 
for the position, which was 
vacated last June when for-
mer dean William Frawley left 
to become president of Mary 
Washington University.  n

–Brandon Butler 
contributed to this report.

BARRATT
from p. 7
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160 - ORGANIZATIONS

THE BLACK STUDENT UNION Pres-
ents: “Show Us What You Got”. A Talent 
Showcase! Weíre bringing the arts to 
you! On the night of May 6th, members 
of the GW community will showcase their 
respective talents in 1 of 3 categories: 
Dance, Skits, & Vocal Performances. 
Sunday, May 6th. 6pm-9pm. Betts The-
atre at the Marvin Center. Tickets Go on 
Sale April 4th! $5 before $7 at the Door. 
Want to show off your talent? Email Us at 
bsu@gwu.edu, to enter or signup at the 
April 17th General Body Meeting. 

180 - STUDY GROUPS

TANDAAN VII: A tribute to the Jour-
ney- The Philippine Cultural Societyís 
annual Culture Show is coming to the 
Jack Morton Auditorium on April 21st at 
6:30pm. Join PCS in bringing the ulti-
mate Filipino Experience to GW! Culture 
Show, PCSís biggest event of the year, is 
a showcase dinner and show of Filipino 
tradition, dancing, and culture. There are 
parts for everyone whether it be dancing, 
singing, acting, or behind the scenes. 
Tickets are $10 in advance or $12 at the 
door. For any general questions email 
pcsculturalshow@gmail.com. 

245 - RENT DC

APTS FOR RENT Modern 2-story Apt w/ 
wall-to-wall carpet, central air, dishwash-
er. Washer & dryer inside the unit. Large 
enough for 3 people. Short walking dis-
tance to campus. $2650 per month start-
ing June 1, 2007 until May 31st, 2008. 
Call Ron for preview 202-251-7500 or 
ronroudi@fi rstnationwidemgmt.com 

255 - SALE DC

DUPONT FULL 1 BD CONDO GEM 
Throwing money away? Own for less 
than rent! $299,500 (as low as $1500 in 
total monthly payment). Open house ev-
ery Sunday from 1p-5p. Perfect location! 
5 minute walk from Dupont Circle and 
Foggy Bottom Metro stations and GWU 
in upscale, beautiful neighborhood. Roof 
deck pool for parties & sunning. Spacious 
layout, stainless steel appliances, plenty 
of closet space in a newly renovated, pet 
friendly building. Please contact Julie to 
visit at 202-365-3506. 1260 21st St, NW, 
#107. 

270 - SUBLETS OFFERED

SUMMER SUBLET
Roommate wanted. summer apt. on 
campus, great location. large bdrm. 
rent 1000/mo. contact cummings.
brett@gmail.com. 636-527-3201

499 - GENERAL

GRADUATING? NO JOB?
Careerstone Group can help. We 

specialize in launching young careers. 
Let our expert career coaches get you 

started immediately. Action plans, 
interview skills, job search secrets, 

and more. Donít leave your future to 
chance. Contact us today @ www.

careerstonegroup.com. 202-595-1328.

 

499 - GENERAL

STORAGE
Summer Storage Available. R Street Self Storage 
is your summer storage solution ! 175 R Street 

NE Metro via NY Ave red line Clean, convenient, 
climate controlloed and cheap ! Call today for special 

student rates 202 529-STOR (7867)

505 - ADOPTIONS

ADOPTION Happy and loving couple 
wishes to adopt an infant. Medical and 
legal expenses paid. Call Linda and 
Ian 703-217-8204. Visit website: www.
lindaandian.com 

515 - GENERAL

EARN $800-$3200 a month to drive brand 
new cars with ads placed on them. www. 
AdDriveTeam.com. 

610 - CHILD CARE

BABYSITTING IN BETHESDA. FLEXIBLE 
HOURS. OTHER HOUSEHOLD DUTIES. 
PLEASE CALL 301-365-3016 BETWEEN 
9:00A. M. AND 9:00 P. M. OR EMAIL: 
ROBINSONCOMMUNICATE@MAC. 
COM. 

620 - INTERNSHIPS, PAID

K STRRET LOBBYING FIRM seeks 
summer intern. $3000 stipend. Send 
resume, cover letter, writing sample 
alexcox@chgassociates.com 202-969-
2090 

665 - PART TIME

STAFF NEEDED FOR SPRING 
EVENTS! 

We are currently seeking:
 BARTENDERS / SERVERS 

COOKS & CHEFS 
Apply in person 

at 
1432 Duke Street Alexandria, Virginia 

22314 
Between the hours of 10am-6pm 

Monday thru Saturday 
Or 

Email: jobs@penguinstaff.com 

POSITIONS AVAILABLE AT SOHO Tea 
and Coffee. Full-time and part-time. Must 
be able to do weekends and graveyard 
shifts. Call 202-463-7646. 

PART TIME HELP WANTED Au Bon Pain 
Bakery Cafes now hiring PT help - all po-
sitions/all locations. Flexible work sched-
ule - No Grease/No Grill!!! Apply in person 
every Tuesday 3pm sharp Au Bon Pain 
corner of 19th & M Streets 

DJÍS WANTED for Bars in Mid Town and 
Capital Hill. Music and equipment pro-
vided. We will train qualifi ed candidates. 
Must Be 21. Call Sean 240-351-5693. 

675 - SUMMER JOBS

SERVERS AND HOSTS NEEDED El-
ephant and Castle Pub and Restaurant is 
hiring. Located in the heart of downtown, 
blocks from the White House and min-
utes from the Capitol, we have become 
a favorite hang out for area profession-
als. High volume, huge patio & fun at-
mosphere make it a great place to work. 
Currently we are seeking SERVERS & 
HOSTS 1201 Pennsylvania Ave. NW 
 Washington, DC 20004 Tel: 202-347-
7707 1 block from Metro Center 

675 - SUMMER JOBS

SERVERS & HOSTS
Cafe Deluxe is looking for upbeat, hardworking 

servers & hosts. Competitive $, Flexible schedules, 
affordable benefi ts. Apply in person: 3228 Wisconsin 
Avenue NW, Washington DC. www.cafedeluxe.com

Dylan Brogan, Classified Manager
Phone: (202) 994-7079
Fax: (202) 994-1309
Email: classifieds@gwhatchet.com
Web: gwhatchet.com/classifieds
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We accept American Express, 
Discover, MasterCard, and VISA cards, as well as 

cash & checks through the office.CLASSIFIEDS

ACROSS
1 Game standout,

briefly
4 Jr.ʼs place
7 “Steve Canyon”

cartoonist Milton
13 Rhine tributary
14 Cádiz

kinswoman
15 Country of

Saroyanʼs
heritage

16 Beef producers
18 No place for an

epicure
19 Start of a

question about
an old proverb

21 Zero, to Nero
22 Theyʼre over

specialists: Abbr.
23 Filing facilitator
25 Carbohydrate

suffix
26 1990ʼs Ontario

premier Bob

27 “___ Madness”
(1966 Sean
Connery
comedy)

29 Question, part 2
34 Swamp critter
35 Not for
36 Question, part 3
43 ___ worse than

death
44 Linemen near

centers: Abbr.
45 Ins. plan
46 Cry heard by

Cratchit
47 ___ Robles,

Calif.
49 Sounds that

may be heard
before bangs?

51 End of the
question

55 Apple computer
co-founder

56 Queen in “The
Lion in Winter”

57 King Minosʼ
people

58 Clear
59 Educational

inits. in Tulsa,
Okla.

60 Sailorʼs
protector

61 Opinion
62 60ʼs hot spot

DOWN
1 Frenchman with

a famous line
2 Make

superficially
attractive

3 Please, old-style
4 Itʼs associated

with some
magnets and
magnates

5 Mag. publisherʼs
concern

6 Is too good to
be true

7 Work groups
8 Asian nurse
9 Sight on

Hawaiian lava
flows

10 It keeps things
going

11 Nasty stinger
12 Actress Spain

of “Godʼs Little
Acre”

15 Early victim
17 Symbol of

electric flux
20 Engineering

detail
24 Frontier

gathering
26 Scream
27 Riesling

alternative,
familiarly

28 Move quickly
and lightly

30 Robert Louis
Stevenson, e.g.

31 So
32 Katzenjammers
33 Tattooistʼs stock
36 Touch
37 In some

respects

38 Classic Milton
Bradley game

39 “As Time Goes
By” requester,
in film

40 Hair bun
41 Antique jar
42 Quack remedy
47 Dallas suburb
48 Quizzes

49 Far from posh
50 Actress

Vardalos
52 Not domestic:

Abbr.
53 Novelist

OʼFlaherty
54 Lamb by

another name
55 Loos

Puzzle by Gilbert H. Ludwig

For answers, call 1-900-285-5656, $1.20 a minute; or, with a
credit card, 1-800-814-5554.
Annual subscriptions are available for the best of Sunday
crosswords from the last 50 years: 1-888-7-ACROSS.
Online subscriptions: Today's puzzle and more than 2,000
past puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($34.95 a year).
Share tips: nytimes.com/puzzleforum. Crosswords for young
solvers: nytimes.com/learning/xwords.

ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE
M A C H S A V E S A F R O
O D E A I R E N E R A I D
P O L L U X B E A N I N T O
U R L P P S M A N A G E R
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A S K S K I R R E P O R T
M A N T A Z A P A S O N E
E G O I S M N O R I N S T
N E W C H A N G L A N D

E R I E M E E K E R
D E B U N K S P E R L E E
O V E N E S A U S F I E L D
J E S T T A B L E T I E D
O R S O S N A P S A N D Y
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ACROSS

1 Digging tool
6 ___ McAn shoes

10 Felt remorse
14 Israelʼs Sharon
15 Liraʼs

replacement
16 “Donʼt Tread

___” (old flag
warning)

17 Planter without
hired hands

19 Game-stopping
call

20 “Zip-___-Doo-
Dah”

21 “I didnʼt know
that!”

22 Nervous giggle
24 Fabrics for

towels, robes,
etc.

26 Sukiyaki side
dish

27 Auto mechanic
32 Nests, for birds
35 Fall site in

Genesis
36 Eco-friendly org.

37 ___ Brothers,
who sang “Rag
Mop”

38 Fur tycoon John
Jacob

40 Trickle out
41 A Bobbsey twin
42 Leave off
43 Storied

engineer Casey
44 Any member of

Nirvana or Pearl
Jam

48 Java dispensers
49 Take back
53 Popular drink

mix
56 Extra-wide, on a

shoebox
57 Fitzgerald who

knew how to
scat

58 Eurasiaʼs ___
Mountains

59 Smear
campaigner

62 Race that once
had a four-
minute barrier

63 Give off
64 Knightʼs mount
65 Borscht

vegetable
66 D.C. nine, for

short
67 Pig voiced by

Mel Blanc

DOWN
1 Beginʼs 

co-Nobelist
2 Family of lions
3 Broadcaster
4 Cleanses
5 Keebler baker,

in ads
6 Humanitarian

Mother ___
7 Actor Cronyn
8 Smelter input
9 Edgar Bergen

dummy ___
Snerd

10 Way past ripe
11 Condo or

apartment
12 Noted plus-size

model
13 ___ Xing (sign)
18 “The Morning

Watch” writer
James

23 Clickable
screen symbol

25 E-file receiver
26 Change the

décor of
28 Brief tussle
29 Like an eagleʼs

vision
30 Blunted sword
31 Big fat mouths
32 Nail to the wall
33 Epps of TVʼs

“House”

34 Chalkboard
writing at a cafe

38 Emphatic words
of agreement

39 Knighted ones
40 Bay of Naples

tourist city
42 Hideous sort
43 Namath, for

most of his
career

45 Small seed
46 Blue jay toppers
47 It runs from

stem to stern
50 “Ragged Dick”

writer Horatio
51 One iron, in old

golf lingo
52 Late, on a

report card

53 Under the
effects of
Novocain

54 Lake named
after an Indian
tribe

55 Red-tag event
56 Trim, as text
60 Actress

Thurman
61 AOL, e.g.: Abbr.

Puzzle by Fred Piscop

For answers, call 1-900-285-5656, $1.20 a minute; or, with a
credit card, 1-800-814-5554.
Annual subscriptions are available for the best of Sunday
crosswords from the last 50 years: 1-888-7-ACROSS.
Online subscriptions: Today's puzzle and more than 2,000
past puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($34.95 a year).
Share tips: nytimes.com/puzzleforum. Crosswords for young
solvers: nytimes.com/learning/xwords.

ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE
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Create and solve your
Sudoku puzzles for FREE.
Play Super Sudoku and win prizes at:

prizesudoku.com
The Sudoku Source of “The GW Hatchet”.
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To Play: Complete the grid so that every row, column 
and every 3X3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. There is 
no guessing or math involved, just use logic to solve. Seek and you 

shall score
M R H E C L K C

R F C A M S J P

G K E T C A S O

T R G M A T D N

A S R R T S A B

Y R E H E C S E

T A C M F X R T

U I O D S A T R

800-2Review • PrincetonReview.com

Private Tutoring
Small Group Tutoring 
Online 
Classroom

Test names are the trademarks of their respective owners, who are not affiliated with The Princeton 
Review. The Princeton Review and The Princeton Review logo are trademarks of The Princeton 
Review, Inc., which is not affiliated with Princeton University.

Hi, I’m David Ochs. I’m a realtor licensed in MD & DC. I grew up in Bethesda and 
graduated from GW. CondosOnCampus.com is designed to assist parents and students
with the investment of a condominium on or near the GW campus. Don’t regret 
wasting more than $50,000 on four years of rent that can be applied towards 
condominium ownership. If you are interested in selling your condo unit, I would love
to help. By advertising to many out-of-state homeowners with the motive to buy a condo
on campus, I am confident I can sell your condo quickly and for the maximum price. 
Call me today!

www.CondosOnCampus.com

Advantages For Sellers:
•Out of state, motivated buyers
•Larger pool of buyers for 
maximum exposure

Advantages For Buyers:
•Long and Foster will manage the 
property if your child chooses to live 
in a dorm

•Perfect for students who attend grad 
school or stay in D.C. after graduation

•Owning and living in D.C. property exempts 
students from living in the dorms

David Ochs
Direct  301-706-8530
4733 Bethesda Avenue
Bethesda, MD 20814
Office  240-497-1700
Fax  240-497-0350
DNOchs@gmail.com
www.CondosOnCampus.com

Invest In More Than Education 
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There are many ways 
to place a 

Classifi eds Ad

Online: 
www.gwhatchet.com/

classifi eds

Email:  
classifi eds@gwhatchet.

com

Phone: 
202-994-7079
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  15.8 NUMBER CRUNCH
–The number of points junior Maureece Rice, 

who recently declared for the NBA 
Draft, averaged last season at GW.

The GW Hatchet | Thursday, April 19, 2007, page 10

by Jake Sherman
Sports Editor

Maureece Rice has never liked 
interviews. 

Until this year, he tried to duck 
media conferences after basketball 
games with teammate Carl Elliott, 
scurrying up the stairs to the exit 
at Smith Center. It was a maturity 
thing, he said while looking down 
at his cell phone Tuesday after-
noon in the 22nd Street arena. In-
terview requests have been pour-
ing in since high school, when 
he was called from class to talk 
to reporters about breaking Wilt 
Chamberlain’s high school scor-
ing record in Philadelphia. Rice is 
just starting to open up, he said.

Maureece Rice used to be a 
pure scorer. It was a God-given 
talent, he said. In college, he was 
forced to fall back into a passive 
role, dishing the ball off to team-
mates. He still scores an unosten-
tatious 20 points most nights. To 
onlookers, it seems like he’s had 
eight or 10.

By Foggy Bottom standards, 
Maureece Rice is as bland as they 
come. All the things that have 
come to popularize the GW men’s 
basketball team – most notably 
the I-want-to-be-on-Top-10 dunks 
– don’t consume Rice. 

“I’m humble, man,” he said. 
“Ask anyone who has known me 
for a long time. I’m humble and 
laid-back.”

GW head coach Karl Hobbs 
said he saw something in Rice, 
a city kid who spent the first 18 
years of his life confined to his 
neighborhood.

“His mother said to me, ‘Mau-
reece just needs someone to give 
him a chance,’” Hobbs recalled.

Now, he has a different kind 
of chance. The opportunity to be-
come the third recent GW player 
in the NBA and continue to pur-
sue a dream that many thought he 
would miss.

A player that was doubted 
for much of his teenage years, 
Rice spent the last six years in the 
spotlight. Some remember him 
as one that gives up too easily. 
Bishop McDuffie, the headmaster 
at Laurinburg Academy in North 
Carolina, remembers when Rice 

came to the prep school in 2004, 
hoping to catch on with their elite, 
40-person team. He wasn’t so suc-
cessful.

“Some people are not willing 
to push hard enough,” McDuffie 
said.

He left Carolina after three 
weeks. The year before that, he 

left an Adidas development camp 
after one day because he wasn’t 
getting enough possessions, 
ESPN said.

Some remember him for Dec. 
22, 2002. A sell-out crowd of more 
than 8,000, including Allen Iver-
son, saw Rice cross over LeBron 
James during a high school game, 
forcing the now-NBA titan to the 
hard floor of the Palestra in Phila-
delphia.

“They came to see the two 
of us, let’s face it,” James told the 
Cleveland Plain Dealer after his 
team won 85-47.

Half of that “us” is now in the 

NBA, making nearly $12.5 million 
this season. 

The other half is known in 
Foggy Bottom as “Reece.” He is 
not living in a 35,000-square foot 
house like James. He lives in Fran-
cis Scott Key Hall on 21st Street 
and averaged 15.8 points per 
game for the GW men’s basket-
ball team last season. 

Rice, who announced on Mon-
day that he will enter the NBA 
Draft, is more unsure than sure 
what the next few months will 
hold. He said he does not know 
if he’ll be invited to the NBA pre 
draft camp in Orlando, Fla. His 
parents are still calculating how 
he will fund cross-country voy-
ages to work out for NBA teams. 
But Rice is the first GW player un-
der Hobbs that seems as though 
he is serious about his intentions 
to consider the NBA. 

“Hopefully I’ll be good 
enough to stay in there but if not, 
I got my senior year,” Rice said. 
“I’m not going to go off what I 
hear from one person; I’m going 
to listen to a lot of people.” 

If Rice took advice from some 
in high school, he may have nev-
er seen Foggy Bottom. He was 
among the top 25 players in the 
nation and had a chance to go 
pro. 

“The NBA has always been 
on my mind but not coming out 
of high school,” Rice said. “I never 
looked at it that way. I wanted to 
come to college and experience 
this life and then take it from 
there.”

The juggernaut of the NBA 
Draft confuses Rice. He seems un-
sure where to go, what to do and 
what comes next. If he listens to 
Hobbs, he will likely be back.

“He knows how good he is,” 
Hobbs said. “It’s important for 
him to develop as a player.”

Rice doesn’t seem to care how 
others see him. For the first time 
in a long time, he’s in a comfort 
zone. No longer bouncing around 
high schools, he’s found a home in 
Foggy Bottom and he’s reshaped 
himself.

Maureece Rice doesn’t like 
interviews. But things have 
changed.

“I grew up,” Rice said.  n

by Ian Humphrey
Hatchet Staff Writer

There is an old adage that soc-
cer is a gentleman’s game played 
by hooligans and rugby is a hooli-
gan’s game played by gentlemen. 
GW’s gang of gentlemen, the Co-
lonials rugby team, is in the midst 
of its best season in more than a 
decade.

A large part of the team’s suc-
cess can be attributed to a recent 
surge in rugby’s popularity in the 
United States, especially in the 
Washington area, club president 
Justin Slotnick said. Arguably the 
second most-popular sport in the 
world behind soccer, rugby has 
been a major player in the Europe-
an sports scene since its origin in 
the 1800s, but the physical game is 
starting to appeal to Americans.

“(Playing) is definitely the best 
decision I’ve made with my life so 
far,” said junior Nate Mann, the 
club’s vice president and captain.

Rugby, which started at a 
school with the same name in Eng-
land, is popular outside the United 
States. It is a hybrid, of sorts, be-
tween football and soccer. In the 
professional realm, it’s a violent 
game that often results in injury.

Founded in 1967 after the 
termination of GW’s football pro-
gram, this year’s rugby team is 
7-4, the program’s best record in 

11 years. Although safety con-
cerns prevent rugby from being 
an NCAA-sanctioned sport, the 
Colonials are recognized by USA 
Rugby, the largest rugby organiza-
tion in the country.

Mann attributed the team’s 
success to the large turnout this 
season.

“When the team does better, 
more people want to get involved,” 
he said. “I’m hoping that in the 
next five years, even when we’re all 
gone, that it’s going to be a snow-
ball effect and the team will just 
continue to grow and get better.”

The success thus far is as-
tounding. The Colonials came in 
second place at the Rocky Gorge 
Cup April 14 in Laurel, Md., win-
ning three games before losing to 
Navy in the final. A week earlier, 
the club competed in the invite-
only Cherry Blossom’s Tourna-
ment at Rosecroft Raceway in Ft. 
Washington, Md., a two-day event 
that is considered one of the most 
prestigious rugby tournaments in 
the country. GW went 2-1 in the 
group stage before losing to Rice 
by seven points in the semifinals 
of the Cup Division.

Slotnick said that the weekend 
was a huge success, considering 
the Colonials competed against 
top teams such as James Madison 
University, the College of William 
& Mary and Yale University.

During the regular season, 
the Colonials play in the Potomac 
Rugby Union and compete against 
the likes of Georgetown, Johns 
Hopkins and American. While 
the team aims to play its games at 
D.C.’s Wallenburg Field, Slotnick 
said it is difficult to find one loca-
tion for GW to call home without 
any designated rugby fields in the 
District.

“There’s a lot of demand for 
those fields, and the city is defi-
nitely working to develop some-
thing for all of us, but we still have 
a little ways to go,” he said.

Although rugby is often seen 
as a vicious sport, Mann said there 
are fewer injuries in rugby than 
football, ironically because players 
do not wear pads.

“We don’t have that feeling 
of invincibility because we don’t 
have a helmet on, so we’re much 
more aware of what we’re doing 
with our body,” he said. “The feel-
ing of flesh on flesh is a lot differ-
ent than pad on pad. I’ve played 
(rugby) for three years now, and 
I don’t think it’s as physical as ev-
eryone wants to believe it is.”

Veterans teach newcomers 
how to play the sport, starting 
from the basics, Mann said. The 
30- to 40-person squad is broken 
down into an “A” team and “B” 
team, which gives everyone an op-
portunity to play.

“It’s really interesting to teach 
a sport, but it works well and ev-
erybody gets involved,” Slotnick 
said. “Nobody feels like they’re 
going to be sitting on the bench for 
three years before they get to play 
in a game.”

Mann said that GW’s rugby 
team appeals to students who 
played sports in high school but 
were not gifted enough to compete 
at the Division I level to continue 
playing a team sport.

“I think there’s a large group of 
students that played sports in high 
school and may be looking to fill 
that void and the camaraderie that 
comes with playing on a team,” 
Mann said. “If you’re looking for 
that, this is it.” n

Rugby squad scrums in D.C.

Ben Solomon/ photo editor

Maureece Rice

“Ask anyone who has 
known me for a long 
time. I’m humble and 

laid-back.”

MAUREECE RICE
JUNIOR GUARD

Baseball
The GW baseball team fin-

ished in a 7-7 knot with Dela-
ware State Wednesday evening 
at Barcroft Park in Arlington, Va. 
The game was called at the end 
of the 10th inning 
due to darkness 
after four hours of 
play. Senior Michael 
Parker and junior Gavin Swan-
son each had two RBI. It was 
the first tie for the Colonials (13-
23-1) in 12 years. 

VARSITYROUNDUP

Softball
The Colonials dropped two 

games to Maryland Wednesday 
afternoon at Robert E. Taylor Sta-
dium in College Park, Md. GW lost 
the first game 8-1 and lost in the 
second 8-0, which 
was shortened to 
five innings. Ju-
nior Caroline Howe 
drove in the only run for the Co-
lonials (18-18), which had five hits 
between the two games while 
the Terrapins had 21 hits.

Nick Gingold/assistant photo editor
Junior Nate Mann practices Wednesday with his teammates near the Lincoln Memorial.
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Clean Sky Coalition   |   www.cleanskycoalition.com   |   For more information, call 877-472-7925.

L I V E  L O N G E R .  L I V E  B E T T E R .
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FACT NUMBER 9: Union of Concerned Scientists, http://www.ucsusa.org/clean_energy/coalvswind/c02c.html 

“A typical coal plant each year emits 10,200 tons of nitrogen oxide (NOx), as much as would be 

emitted by 500,000 late-model cars.” America needs clean skies. Not black skies. Stop the filthy coal 

plants. Let government officials know. Tell them you want clean air. 
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