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A former senior employee 
of Gelman Library is suing the 
University and its head librar-

ian, alleging they discrimi-
nated against him for having 
mental disorders.  

Mark Langer, 56, served as 
head of acquisitions at Gelman 
Library from 2003 to 2006. He 
was fired in November, one 
month after taking his second 
mental health-related leave of 
absence in one year, according 
to documents filed by Langer 
in federal court. 

In the complaint, Langer 
said he suffers from depres-
sion, attention deficit disorder 

and chronic migraines. Langer 
said the University unfairly 
discriminated against him 
when his conditions worsened, 
despite receiving encouraging 
reviews from his superiors 
only months earlier.

Langer is suing the Univer-
sity and University Librarian 
Jack Siggins on eight counts, 
including several that cite the 
Family Medical Leave Act and 
the D.C. Human Rights Act. 
FMLA – a District and federal 
law – protects employees who 

need to leave jobs for medical 
reasons. 

“Certainly in this instance, 
the University does not believe 
that there was any wrong-
doing,” said Tracy Schario, 
director of Media Relations. 
Schario said the University 
does not comment on ongoing 
litigation, but in court docu-
ments the University denied 
each claim. Siggins declined 
to comment on the case when 

Former employee sues University

Trachtenberg boxes up his memories from 19 years at GW

by Andrew Ramonas
Campus News Editor 

After nearly two decades 
at GW, University President 
Stephen Joel Trachtenberg lik-
ened himself to an old car. At 
the end of July, the University 
will trade him in for a new 
model – one from Johns 
Hopkins University.

“I am going to be a 
used university president,” 
Trachtenberg said in an 
interview with The Hatchet. 
On Aug. 1, Johns Hopkins 
University Provost Steven 
Knapp will become GW’s 
16th president, replacing 
Trachtenberg, who has spent 
19 years at GW’s top post.

But idle years on the lot are 
not in store for Trachtenberg.

“I am too young to slow 
down,” a  69-year-old Trachtenberg 
said. “Having done this for 20 
years, it is interesting to do some-
thing else, once I realized there 
was something else.” 

Trachtenberg said he is going 
to teach, write 
books, consult 
and sit on two 
foundation boards 
– the Bankiter 
Foundation and 
the Chiang Chen 
Industrial Charity 
Foundation.

“It is a differ-
ent type of busy,” 
Trachtenberg said. 
“Not as ordered as 
before.”

F r a n c i n e 
Trachtenberg, his 
wife, said that her 
husband’s retire-
ment would not be 
consumed by rest and relaxation.

“It is not retirement of the 
1950s,” said Francine Trachtenberg. 
“It is a change in routine and life-
style.”

Trachtenberg said his first 

order of business after becoming 
president emeritus in August will 
be to move from Rice Hall to his 
new office at the School of Media 
and Public Affairs building.

“I have 20 years of accumu-
lated stuff. I have to clear out 

all of those hippos 
and plaques,” said 
Trachtenberg of his 
current office. “I 
also have to make 
a schedule and 
reinvent myself.”

In the fall, 
Tr a c h t e n b e r g 
will start his 
new position at 
GW – as a pro-
fessor of public 
service in the 
graduate School 
of Public Policy 
and Public 
Administration. 
Tr a c h t e n b e r g 

said he plans to design courses 
that will draw upon his expe-
rience in higher education.

“My primary focus is 

Future plans 
include teaching, 
consulting

by Bryan Han
Hatchet Staff Writer 

Freshman Sriram Prakash was standing outside 
of Package Services when an early snow fell Jan. 15. 
Handcuffs bound his arms behind his back. 

Flanked by two Metropolitan Police Department offi-
cers wearing civilian clothing, Prakash was arrested on 

drug charges. The 
undercover offi-
cers had waited 
in Foggy Bottom 
until Prakash 
arrived at Package 
Services to retrieve 

a box filled with marijuana.
Each year, several students are arrested by MPD on 

charges of possession with intent to distribute marijuana. 
These arrests have become more prevalent on campus 
in recent years, according to police records obtained by 
The Hatchet under the D.C. Freedom of Information Act 

and University officials. Prakash is one of at least four 
students to be arrested this academic year on this type of 
drug charge. 

Many of the students arrested by MPD on intent to 
distribute charges are evicted from University housing 
and expelled from GW. Rarely do these students serve 
any time in jail for their offenses, though many are on 
probation, according to police and court records obtained 
by The Hatchet.

Statistics for drug law arrests have fluctuated dras-
tically in the past decade, but University officials said 
arrests for drug distribution are more prevalent this year.

“We have seen a rise in cases that involve distribution 
of drugs,” said Tara Woolfson, director of Student Judicial 
Services, in an e-mail. “This is a significant concern for us. 
I can’t speculate as to why we have seen an increase.”

The highest number of annual arrests in the past 
decade was in 2002, when eight people were arrested 
on campus by MPD for drug distribution, according 

Librarian said 
firing was linked 
to depression

by Frank Broomell
Hatchet Staff Writer

The first post-graduate job for 
senior Brian Fernandez came after 
several grueling interviews, but he 
said it would not have been pos-
sible without one factor – connec-
tions.

“Applying to college is a fair 
process,” said Fernandez, who 
will soon start a job at Ogilvy Pub-
lic Relations Worldwide, a global 
public relations agency. “But here, 
if you don’t network, you don’t 
have a chance.”

Fernandez, a graduating se-
nior majoring in marketing, se-
cured a job at Ogilvy through a 
GW alumnus who works at the 
company as well as through sev-
eral rounds of interviews. Ogilvy 
represents companies such as IBM, 
Mattel and Coca-Cola. Fernandez 
will serve as a first-year associate 
and will rotate through the compa-
ny’s various departments to gain 
experience.  

Many students said they use 
the GW Career Center in the quest 
for their first job out of college. 
Career Center Executive Director 
Marva Gumbs Jennings said the 

job market is strong this year. The 
National Association of Colleges 
and Employers reported in mid-
April that employers plan to hire 
almost 20 percent more college 
graduates this year than they did 
last year. 

Fernandez said the Career 
Center was not useful for him be-
cause it does not invite many mar-
keting or advertising companies to 
recruit students on campus. 

While Fernandez landed a job 
without help from the Career Cen-
ter, a Career Center survey of grad-
uates from past years found that 69 
percent of graduating students use 
their services.

“We’re open year-round to 
work with students,” Gumbs Jen-
nings said.

Available services include a 
job search “boot camp” at the end 
of April, hosting interviews for 
students, one-on-one advising, a 
career resources room and a new 
program called “Find the Right 
Experience and Employment.” 
The program offers outlines orga-
nized by year that suggest what 
strategies students should turn to 

Shopping in the 
job market

by Marissa Bialecki
Hatchet Staff Writer

The Gamma Eta chapter of the 
Delta Tau Delta fraternity will re-
turn to campus in the fall of 2008 
after an absence of more than three 
years, a spokesperson for the fra-
ternity said. 

When the chapter returns, an 
expansion team of three to four 
chapter leadership consultants 
from the fraternity’s national of-
fice will begin the recruitment pro-
cess on campus. Over the course 
of five weeks in the fall they will 
interview prospective members, 
said Nick Goldsberry, director of 
expansion for Delta Tau Delta.

“The fraternity has worked 
with GW since the Gamma Eta 
chapter’s closing in February 2004 
to return at a time appropriate for 
both the University and the frater-
nity,” Goldsberry said.

Goldsberry said the fraternity 
is currently forming an advisory 
group of five to eight Delta Tau 
Delta alumni. The advisory group 
will then help establish an under-
graduate executive committee 
that the alumni will help during 
the initial stages of forming a new 

colony, he said.
At this time, current GW stu-

dents are not involved in the pro-
cess of bringing Delta Tau Delta 
back to campus, said Dean Har-
wood, director of Greek Life and 
assistant director of the Student 
Activities Center.

Delta Tau Delta will recruit 
after the Inter-Fraternity Council’s 
fall recruitment period ends, Har-
wood said.

Initially, the chapter applied to 
return in the spring of 2008, but the 
president’s council of the IFC vot-
ed to delay the return until the fall 
of 2008, said junior Chris DiBitetto, 
president of the IFC.

“We wanted to push back Del-
ta Tau Delta’s return for another 
semester so the IFC could have a 
steady membership increase and 
adjust appropriately,” DiBitetto 
said.

The Hatchet reported in Sep-
tember 2004 that the Delta Tau 
Delta  chapter closed in Febru-
ary 2004 after allegations of haz-
ing. James Russell, the executive 
vice president of Delta Tau Delta 
at the time, told The Hatchet that 

Delta Tau Delta 
returning fall ‘08

photo illustration by Ben 
Solomon/senior photo editor

Ben Solomon/senior photo editor
University President Stephen Joel Trachtenberg jokes with wife Francine (not pictured) Saturday 
as the two pack their belongings and prepare to move once SJT retires at the end of July.
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Drugs in 
the dorms

A LOOK AT MARIJUANA ARRESTS ON CAMPUS

This is the first in a two-part 
series about the consequenc-
es of marijuana distribution on 
campus. For part two, see the 
CI Guide on newsstands this 
summer.

“Having done this 
for 20 years, it is 
interesting to do 
something else, 

once I realized there 
was something 

else.”
Stephen joel 

trachtenberG
UNIVERSITY PRESIDENT

Commencement 2007
Your guide to graduation ceremonies and festivities. 

See this issue’s B section for all the details.



Get a Mac.

For more information visit http://acadtech.gwu.edu/sti

GW Computer Bundles Include:
Pre-Loaded Software Microsoft Offi  ce, PDF Reader/
Writer, and more
Security Protection Windows Personal Firewall, 
University Anti-Virus Software, settings required for GW 
network access
Support 3-year warranty protection, local on-campus 
hardware support by Student Technology Services

For more detailed information on program off erings and 
purchase information, please visit: 
http://acadtech.gwu.edu/sti or call the GW Bookstore at 
(202) 994-6870. 

1.

2.

3.

        Purchase a   
GW confi gured computer

Student Technology Init iat ive

Get a Dell.

Students can purchase university recommended 

confi gurations of Apple and Dell computer models.  These 

computers align with university standards for a seamless 

transition into the GW computing environment.

Computer bundles are pre-loaded with recommended 

university software and confi guration settings.

sponsored by
CADEMIC TECHNOLOGIES
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Movin’ outSNAPSHOT

The biannual Midnight 
Breakfast, which typically in-
cludes free pancakes, French 
toast and bacon among other 
breakfast entrees, was canceled 
for the spring semester.

Tim Miller, director of the 
Student Activities Center, said 
that the decision to cancel this 
spring’s program was made last 
May. Recent events that includ-
ed free food, such as Residence 
Hall Association’s Koganpaloo-
za and the University’s Fresh-
man Feast, made up for the lack 
of a Midnight Breakfast this se-
mester, he said.

“There are very few pro-
grams we do twice a year,” 
Miller said. “We felt we were 
duplicating things we were al-
ready doing.”

Miller said the price of hold-
ing the breakfast was also taken 
into consideration when cancel-
ing the event. Miller declined to 
comment on the cost of the event.

“Expense is always some-
thing that comes up,” Miller 
said. “Feeding hundreds of 
students for free isn’t cheap.”

He said that the cancellation 
of Midnight Breakfast is “total-
ly unrelated to the SJT House 
Party” and that students should 
expect the return of the break-

fast again next year.
“We are not getting rid of 

it,” Miller said. “It will be back 
next fall.”

–Andrew Ramonas and 
Amanda Dick

GW will honor two gradu-
ate students and the director 
of Parent Services with the 
GW Award at this year’s Uni-
versity Commencement cer-
emony.

Andrew Brown and Omar 
Woodard, both graduate stu-
dents, and Rodney Johnson 
will receive the award, which 
has recognized GW adminis-
trators, faculty, staff members 
and students since its inception 
in 1976.

Students and staff can nom-
inate individuals for the award, 
and ultimately recipients are 
chosen by the Joint Committee 
of Faculty and Students.

Andrew Brown, who re-
ceived a Bachelor of Arts de-
gree in 2006, is now a graduate 
student in the School of Public 
Policy and Public Administra-
tion. As a senior, he founded 
Global Languages, a student 
organization that offers free 
language classes to the Uni-
versity community in more 
than 50 languages. Brown now 
manages a staff of more than 
200 volunteers who teach lan-

guage classes and help run the 
organization.

Brown said Global Lan-
guage was partly founded out 
of his frustration with the lack 
of language classes offered by 
GW.

“It’s a part of offering more 
opportunities for people than 
GW was able to offer,” he said. 
“My idea was that language 
and culture should be acces-
sible for everyone.”

Omar Woodard, who re-
ceived a Bachelor of Arts de-
gree in 2005, is a Presidential 
Administrative Fellow and a 
candidate for a Masters of Pub-
lic Administration degree with 
a focus on non-profit manage-
ment in the Columbian Col-
lege of Arts and Sciences. He 
became a GW Wall of Fame 
honoree in 2005. As an under-
graduate, he was the president 
of the Student Association and 
the Black Student Union.

Rodney Johnson is the di-
rector of Parent Services, a de-
partment he helped establish 
at GW in 1991.  Parent Ser-
vices answers phone calls and 
e-mails from parents and puts 
out a newsletter that is sent 
out to more than 6,500 parents. 
He also plans information ses-
sions for parents during the 
University’s annual Colonial 
Inauguration. Johnson is also a 
former assistant coach for the 
GW men’s basketball team.

–Elise Kigner

Midnight Breakfeast axed this 
semester

GWBRIEFS

Ryder Haske/assistant photo editor
GW parent Greg Cherneff and freshman Mirielle Eaton load a suitcase onto the top of a car  
outside of Thurston Hall, Saturday.

Three will receive GW Award at 
Commencement

GW’s Geography Bowl and 
Mock Trial teams both found 
success at their respective com-
petitions last month.  

The Geography Bowl team 
finished in second place at the 
World Geography Bowl in San 
Francisco April 18, having previ-
ously won the Mid-Atlantic re-
gional qualifier earlier this year. 

GW’s undergraduate Mock 
Trial team finished third in its di-
vision at the national tournament 
held at Stetson Law School in St. 
Petersburg, Fla., from April 13 to 
15.

The Geography Bowl team, 
comprised of both graduate 
and undergraduate students, 
answered individual and team 
questions about subjects like 
mapping techniques, local geog-
raphy and current events. Wes-
ley Reisser, a graduate student 
studying geography, received 
the event’s MVP award for hav-
ing the highest individual score.

“We had an experienced 
team and we thought we had a 

good chance of winning it all,” 
said the team’s coach, Marie 
Price, who also serves as chair 
of the geography department at 
GW. “We fought hard and came 
up just a little short.”

This is the fourth consecu-
tive year GW has made it to the 
national competition for geogra-
phy. GW students made up the 
entirety of the Mid-Atlantic team, 
as opposed to the other regions 
which were composed of indi-
viduals from multiple schools. 
The Middle States team,  which 
took first place in the event, had 
students from colleges in New 
York, Pennsylvania, New Jersey 
and Delaware.

“We’re a well-bonded, tight-
knit group of students, and we 
work really hard together every 
week,” Reisser said.

Like the geography students, 
the Mock Trial team  qualified for 
the national competition by first 
competing at the regional level 
– the 11th straight year that GW 
has done so. 

The team had to argue for 
both the plaintiff’s and the defen-
dant’s side of a fictional case set 
in the state of “Midlands.” The 
case involved a lawsuit brought 
by the parents of a teenager who 
had been killed by the police 
while robbing a drugstore.

“The trials that go on at 
these competitions are a lot like 
the ones that go on in an actual 
courtroom,” senior Daniel Bro-
zovic said.

Both Brozovic and senior Jeff 
Goodman received individual 
accolades for their efforts at the 
tournament. Brozovic won two 
All-American honors as a wit-
ness, and Goodman won two as 
an attorney. Brozovic, however, 
credited the whole team for its 
success.

“Everyone put in an incred-
ible amount of work, close to 
forty hours a week to prepare for 
nationals, he said. “(The team) 
showed an amazing amount of 
dedication.”

–Nathan Grossman

Geography, Mock Trial teams succesful at nationals

The Hatchet erroneously reported in “Kweller croons at MVC” (April 30, pg. 15) that the Col-
lege Democrats and the College Republicans sponsored voter registration during Fountain Day. 
Only the GW Democrats sponsored voter registration during that event.

Correction

Keep up with what’s happening on campus 
no matter where you are this summer!

Check out www.GWHATCHET.com for news updates
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Johnny Rockets, located in the Shops at 2000 Penn, will open May 14. A spokesperson for the 
restaurant said that they have applied to become a GWorld partner.

Johnny Rockets opens after months of delays

by Elise Kigner
Campus News Editor 

The Johnny Rockets in the 
Shops at 2000 Penn will open  
May 14, three months later 
than originally projected by 
company officials. The setback 
was one to normal construc-
tion and permit delays, offi-
cials said.

The restaurant is located 
in part of the space former-
ly occupied by the Gap on 
20th Street and Pennsylvania 
Avenue. This is the California-
based company’s fourth D.C. 
location. 

“Many Johnny Rockets 
locations are located near col-
lege campuses, and we get 
great response from students 
who respond positively to our 
classic all-American ‘comfort’ 
food including juicy ham-

burgers, American fries and 
creamy milkshakes,” said 
Mimi Somerman, the senior 
vice president of marketing 
for Johnny 
R o c k e t s . 
“ J o h n n y 
Rockets offers 
a great loca-
tion for stu-
dents to meet 
up with friends 
or take a study 
break.”

The restau-
rant, which has 
chains world-
wide, features 
h a m b u r g e r s , 
malts, jukebox-
es and employ-
ees dressed in 
1950s garb. It 
will be open 
from 10:30 a.m. 
to midnight 
daily.   

Somerman 
said the company expects 
most of their customers will 
be GW students.

“The Foggy Bottom area is 
a great neighborhood offering 
a mix of college students, resi-

dents and tourists,” Somerman 
said. “While we expect that a 
majority of our business will 
come from campus, we believe 

that our great-
tasting ham-
burgers, all-
A m e r i c a n 
decor and 
fun, lively 
a t m o s p h e r e 
will appeal to 
a wide vari-
ety of guests 
t h r o u g h o u t 
the area.”

Somerman 
said Johnny 
Rockets hopes 
to become a 
GWorld part-
ner and has 
already filed 
the necessary 
paperwork for 
the applica-
tion process.

“If it takes 
GWorld, I’m down,” said Toni 
Tonioli, a junior.  “(Johnny 
Rockets) is expensive, but if 
(it) takes GWorld, then it’s 
not real money ... until you 
run out.” n

“Johnny Rockets 
offers a great 

location for students 
to meet up with 
friends or take a 

study break.” 

MIMI SOMERMAN
JOHNNY ROCKETS
SPOKESPERSON

New location 
is the fourth to 
open in D.C.

reached at his Gelman office. William 
Howard, interim vice president and 
general council for the university, also 
declined to comment. 

Jason Ehrenberg, Langer’s attorney, 
said GW did not handle his client’s case 
properly.

“I have first hand knowledge – be-
cause my father was a vice president at 
Cornell – that other universities will go 
out of their way to do anything possible 
not to fire somebody (in similar circum-
stances),” Ehrenberg said in a phone in-
terview. “Here, it was just, ‘Screw you. 
Let’s get somebody else in there who’s 
not crazy and doesn’t have these prob-
lems.’”

As head of acquisitions, Langer 
said he was responsible for buying new 
books and subscribing to new periodi-
cals and electronic databases for the 
library.

In late 2005, he said he started to fall 
behind in his work and asked Siggins 
and other library employees as well as 
the Equal Employment Office to pro-
vide him with several accomodations. 
These included more flexible hours and 
increased assistance from his staff.

In the complaint, Langer said the 

University responded by asking him 
to take short- or long-term disability 
leave, a type of insurance benefit. He 
said he declined this offer because he 
was most likely not eligible for dis-
ability leave; he had depression when 
he arrived in 2003. According to the in-
surance plan obtained by The Hatchet, 
employees may 
not be covered 
for conditions 
that existed 
before employ-
ment began.

S e v e r a l 
months later, 
Langer took 
leave from his 
position in ac-
cordance with 
FMLA. Langer 
said when he 
returned in 
February 2006, 
Siggins was 
openly hostile 
toward him.

“I knew after taking (FMLA leave) 
for the first time that this was no lon-
ger a personnel problem,” Langer said. 
“This had become a personal issue on 
(Siggins’) part.”

Langer said the growing tension in 
the workplace – as well as an overbur-
dening workload – forced him to take 

FMLA leave again in September.  
In November 2006, after he re-

turned from his second FMLA leave, 
Langer was called to a meeting in Sig-
gins’ office, where Langer said Siggins 
told him to resign or be terminated.

The only exhibit in the case is a 
letter written by Siggins in July 2005, 

saying Langer 
had done 
“substant ial 
and produc-
tive work for 
the Gelman 
Library.” The 
letter also re-
a p p o i n t e d 
Langer to his 
position until 
2009.  

L a n g e r 
said this 
shows he was 
a highly re-
garded em-
ployee, add-

ing that the University did not take 
traditional steps to help him improve 
when his work suffered because of his 
depression.

“Yes, I knew they were dissatisfied. 
Yes, I knew there was a great possibil-
ity of them firing me. But as I said, they 
have not gone through the traditional – 
but perhaps not legally required – steps 

of dismissing me,” Langer said. “It was 
at this point so personal for (Siggins) 
that he just wanted me out of his sight.” 

Langer said he expected his su-
pervisors to give him deadlines for 
improvement, rather than fire him sud-
denly. The complaint asserts that Sig-
gins never participated in an “interac-
tive process” with Langer to negotiate 
accommodations.

GW’s employee handbook states that 
employment may be terminated without 
notice and for any reason. The handbook 
also states that employees who exhibit 
poor work performance or habits may 
be fired if their performance does not 
improve after a probationary period and 
“counseling by your supervisor.”

Jennifer Mathis, a lawyer at the Ba-
zelon Center for Mental Health Law, 
said that cases such as this are com-
mon, and employers often do not ac-
knowledge depression as a treatable 
disability. 

“There (are) a couple of cases specif-
ically on this point, where people with 
psychiatric disabilities try to request 
accommodations and they get booted 
out the door before they even asked for 
it,” Mathis said. She added that most of 
these cases do not make it to trial, but 
get decided in summary judgment.

GW law professor Peter Smith, an 
expert in family and medical leave, said 
the timing of the events do not help the 

University’s case.
“If I was the University lawyer and 

the library has come to me, I would 
have said that the timing would have 
been enough to create a colorful claim 
that he was fired for taking leave,” 
Smith said.

The University filed a motion to 
dismiss the case but Langer and his at-
torney have demanded a jury trial. n

LANGER
from p. A1

“Here, it was just, ‘Screw you. Let’s 
get somebody else in there who’s 
not crazy and doesn’t have these 

problems.”

JASON EHRENBERG
MARK LANGER’S ATTORNERY

COUNTS 

Against Siggins:
wFMLA Discrimination and Retaliation 
wIntentional Interference with Employment 
Relationship and/or Business Relations 
wIntentional Infliction of Emotional Distress

Against GW:
wFMLA Discrimination and Retaliation
wBreach of Contract
wGood Faith and Fair Dealing

Against Siggins and GW:
wDCFMLA Discrimination and Retaliation
wDCHRA Discrimination and Retaliation
wPromissory Estoppel



The economics textbooks have 
been slammed shut for the 
last time and that 20-page 

research paper has been handed 
in. As you close the door on your 
now-empty dorm room, you may 
temporarily be overcome with nos-
talgic feelings for the year that 
flew by way too quickly.

But as soon as you step through 
the front door of your 
house and give your dog 
a hug, it’s that time: sum-
mer is here. Three whole 
months of limited respon-
sibilities, waking up at 2 
p.m. and sitting out in the 
sun, working on that tan.

Most of you reading this are prob-
ably laughing out loud right about 
now. Except for a few very privileged 
individuals, I am quite confident in 
saying that most of you probably do 
not remember the last summer that 
you spent in such a manner.

More likely, the GW student 
will plunge headfirst into some 
combination of job, internship, 
summer classes or an individual 
attempt to save the world. Whether 
in an attempt to graduate in three 
years, save money to pay off those 
looming loans or network your 
way into a good job following 
graduation in a year or two, odds 
are the GW student will not just be 
sitting around all summer.

It is no secret that we, as a gen-

eration, are a product of the tech-
nology age. We want everything 
done sooner, quicker and more 
efficiently. Time is money, and 
wasting the opportunity to make 
money is a sin. Therefore, those 
that choose to spend three whole 
summer months on meaningless 
video games and trips to the mall 
are discounted as less then valu-

able members of society.
I have been having a 

hard time deciding how I 
actually feel about these 
few and precious sum-
mers during college. It 
is very easy for me to 
understand the mentality 

that most of my peers are in, in that 
summer is not three free months 
but rather an opportunity to work 
without pesky interruptions like 
classes and homework.

As much as I understand the 
pressure and desire college stu-
dents have to get a job, internship 
or take classes over the summer, a 
small part of me wants to scream 
at everyone to stop. If an entire 
college career can go by so quickly, 
summer will come and go in a 
heartbeat. 

As shocking as the realization 
is, we have very few “summers” 
left. As soon as you don that cap 
and gown to receive your diploma, 
one can no longer hide behind 
the label of student. Most viable 

careers are not that conducive to 
taking three months off every year 
– at least not if you want to stay 
at that particular place of employ-
ment. 

This rather 
disturbing pros-
pect is enough to 
make you want to 
put on a tie-dyed 
T-shirt, go to 
sleepaway camp 
and roast marsh-
mallows around 
a bonfire, cling-
ing to memories 
of when summer 
seemed to last 
forever.

Going at full 
speed all summer 
long will also 
mean that you 
will not have a 
chance to unwind 
before the chaos 
that is the return 
to college in the 
fall semester, 
and to all the obligations already 
lined up for you to tackle next. 
Even though some would argue 
to the contrary, being a college 
student does have its nerve-rack-
ing moments, and if you don’t take 
any time at all to relax, it will catch 
up with you.

I am not saying that it would be 

a good idea to blow off all summer 
responsibilities in favor of loung-
ing by the pool with friends all 
day long. The long, hazy days of 
summer are a good opportunity to 

work hard and 
achieve some-
thing, but try 
to take some 
time off to play 
as hard as you 
work. 

After all, we 
have, at most, 
three more sum-
mers before the 
full weight of 
adulthood con-
fronts us head-
on. Do all that 
you can to be 
prepared to 
enter the adult 
world with the 
upper hand, but 
remember that 
in a few years, 
you will long 
for the chance to 

just get in the car with a couple 
of friends and drive down to the 
beach for a week.

Go out there and make GW 
proud this summer but please, 
don’t forget to just have some fun.

—The writer, a freshman 
majoring in psychology, is a 

Hatchet contributing opinions editor.

“

As I began the final stretch of my junior 
year, I became fascinated with the idea of 
“worrying about worrying.”  It’s a simple 

idea, really.  A year from now, I’ll be a graduating 
senior, full of excitement and purpose as I enter 
the deemed real world.  Or so I hope.  Truth be 
told, I have no idea where I’ll be or what I’ll be 
doing. That is what causes me to worry.

But now, as I’ve taken my last finals and 
start to pack up my room for the summer, I 
realize it might be time to stop worry-
ing about worrying and well, actually 
worry.  Graduating seniors, you might be 
struck by a certain level of naiveté in my 
writing.  Some might still be worrying 
about what the future holds and other 
may have never had to worry at all.  Yet 
all of us stand together at a crossroads of 
uncertainty that has never existed before 
in most of our lives.

Three years ago, when I graduated 
high school, the vast majority of my class 
was in the midst of preparing for a tran-
sition to college.  While the Ivy League 
called some and others chose state schools, we 
were all unified by the prospect of a college edu-
cation.  Now that we’re all nearing our last year 
in college, we stand together only in our common 
experience – college.  Where do we go from here?  

That’s a whole different story.
Freshmen spend much of their year amazed 

at the independence and the options college has 
afforded them.  Sophomores tend to slump a little.  
Juniors just care about the big 21st birthday (and 
the subsequent activities that entails).  Seniors 
are just ready to get out, amazed at how quickly 
four years have gone by.  The ebb and flow of 
college is inevitable and, aside from those on the 
five or six-year plan, it goes by like that.  The 

only thing scarier for me than realizing 
how quickly three years have gone by is 
going to be when I realize how quickly 
four years went by.

All of high school was dedicated 
to getting the grades and test scores to 
get us into college.  College has been 
about getting the grades and filling 
our resumes to get to the next level, 
whatever that may mean for each of us. 
Now we stand wondering what all our 
achievements will bring us in the future.  
A great GPA and stellar GRE scores may 
get you into the grad school you want, 

but what after that?  Does the job market provide 
us with the same goals?  Sure, there are promo-
tions and other jobs to snag, but when can we 
finally take a seat and say, “I’ve made it.  My life 
has been fulfilling”?

Chances are it won’t happen so easily.  Just as I 
worry about worrying, I wonder what ultimately 
yields a fulfilling life.  That’s the moment when I 
realize it.  College has been a fulfilling chapter of 
my life.  The opportunity to meet people from all 
over the U.S. and the world, exploring new ideas 
and questioning old ones have all been hallmarks 
of these wonderful years.  A personal goal, and 
perhaps one we should all look consider, should 
be to emulate the unique opportunity we’ve been 
afforded.  Maybe the binge drinking and promis-
cuity will wane. but we still owe it to ourselves to 
continue on this fulfilling path.

Some of this may read as if I were donning 
the cap and gown this weekend with the class of 
2007.  Rather, with one year left to go, I begin to 
realize there is no need to worry about worrying 
or even to worry at all.  Consider this a game plan 
for next year.  

In the words of Bob Dylan, I’ve got to “keep 
on keepin’ on.”  We all need to.  While we might 
be hesitant to leave college and our experiences 
behind, we need not abandon the norms and les-
sons of college.  Gaining a worldly perspective 
and questioning our beliefs is a useful, necessary 
tool to keep us from worrying.  Or worrying 
about worrying.

–The writer, a junior majoring in geography and 
political science, is a Hatchet columnist.
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QUOTABLE
“Although everything that needs to be said has been said, I happen to have a 

commencement address here that needs to be read somewhere.”
–University President Stephen Joel Trachtenberg during his tour 

of GW at the Mount Vernon Campus.
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Kudos to Senior Prom
Thank you to the entire GW 

community for your support 
of Senior Prom 2007, “A Night 
in Paradise,” hosted by the 
Neighbors Project within the 
Office of Community Service. As 
a result of the many hours of hard 
work contributed by GW students 
and the generous financial 
contributions made by over twelve 
different student organizations 
and offices across campus, senior 
citizens from across D.C. enjoyed 
a very special night of dinner and 
dancing.

As one senior citizen shared in 
a thank you note after the event, 
“I am certain a lot of people forgot 

their daily hardships for those brief 
few hours of the prom and looked 
at life as a joyous celebration ... The 
interaction I witnessed reaffirmed 
my beliefs that the younger 
generation, who will run our 
country one day, will always take 
care of the seniors who paved the 
way for them.”

Senior Prom truly represents the 
best of what GW can produce when 
diverse groups come together with 
a common goal of supporting those 
around us. A commendation to all 
who contributed to the success of 
Senior Prom 2007.

Kerry Kidwell-Slak
 Coordinator – Neighbors Project, 

Office of Community Service

SA Presidents’ letter not enough
I was initially disappointed 

at the letter signed by 21 former 
Student Association presidents 
(April 26, pg. 4) gushing about 
how University President Stephen 
Joel Trachtenberg has heroically 
dedicated his life to students, and 
obliquely criticizing students for 
having the audacity to be upset at his 
aborted keynote Commencement 
speaker selection. 

But then I realized how that 
letter is a perfect metaphor for 
the SA. Instead of standing up 
to an campus administration 
that ignores student input, raids 
dorm rooms, hauls students in 
front of hearing boards without 

due process, encourages secret 
societies and traps them in a 
broken campus housing system, 
our former leaders choose to 
defend and apologize on its behalf. 
Docile from Trachtenberg’s fancy 
parties or diverted by irrelevancies 
such as condoms in dorms, the SA 
presidents of past have sold out 
their flock. Worse, they slap us 
down when we dare express our 
displeasure.

The only ray of sunshine 
was that incoming SA President 
Nicole Capp did not sign. Perhaps 
from her we will get constructive 
criticism instead of curtsying. 

Joseph Henchman 
GW Law ’07
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Savoring summer

Confronting being a senior and beyond
Should I be worried? 

After all, we have, at most, 
three more summers before 
the full weight of 
adulthood confronts us 
head-on. Do all that you 
can to be prepared to enter 
the adult world with the 
upper hand, but remember 
that in a few years, you will 
long for the chance to just 
get in the car with a couple 
of friends and drive down 
to the beach for a week.

The opinions section is 
looking for strong 

writers for next year. If 
interested, please e-mail 
opinions@gwhatchet.com

Want to be a 
columnist?

editorial

Commencement is a time for celebrat-
ing accomplishments, enjoying family and 
friends and looking to the future. Yet this 
year’s GW Commencement ceremony has 
turned into a controversial and polariz-
ing event with the initial announcement, 
and then eventual change, of University 
President Stephen Joel Trachtenberg as the 
keynote speaker. With the ceremony only 
days away, it is time for students to enjoy 
a defining moment of their lives instead 
of continuing with protests bordering on 
disrespectful.

This page acknowledges, and has said 
so in the past, that the decision to have 
Trachtenberg as the keynote speaker was 
flawed from the beginning. Many have 
heard Trachtenberg speak in their four 
years at GW and feel that he cannot offer 
insights from outside of the University 
experience. Other attempts at recruiting 
“big name” speakers were not successful 
to the chagrin of many seniors. Further-
more, comments made in The Hatchet by 
Trachtenberg were callous to the clamor-
ing of GW students. 

But the fact is, there is nothing that 
can be changed now. Instead, most gradu-
ates have wisely focused their energies on 
enjoying the day in the company of their 
family and friends. 

Students and guests should remember 
that this is Trachtenberg’s last Commence-
ment as well. The outgoing leader ought 
to be treated with the respect afforded to a 
president who has made monumental ad-
vancements for GW including new build-
ings, programs and making the school a 
player on the national stage. 

Trachtenberg has changed the face of 
GW in his 19-year term, a fact that prob-
ably accounts for many of the graduates 
of 2007 attending this University to begin 
with. It is unlikely Trachtenberg’s legacy 
will be tainted by this move and GW stu-
dents’ Commencement experiences don’t 
have to be. 

The choice remains with each graduate 
as to what his or her Commencement ex-
perience and memories will be. Perhaps a 
friend will not attend the ceremony or one 
will physically protest during Trachten-
berg’s remarks, but these actions will not 
be hurting Trachtenberg – they will be pol-
luting the ceremony for somebody else, be 
it a graduate, family member or friend.

Whether explicitly acknowledged by 
University officials or not, students’ voices 
on the matter have been heard loud and 
clear. Numerous Facebook groups have 
emerged with more than a thousand mem-
bers,  with some planning to physically 
turn their backs on Trachtenberg. How-
ever, an announcement came later in April 
that Trachtenberg would not remain the 
keynote speaker; instead all of the speak-
ers at the ceremony would be allotted 
equal times. Although perhaps the reasons 
for the move remain unclear, the bottom 
line is that this change happened. Further 
protests will not accomplish anything be-
yond this point and will stain the lead-up 
to Commencement 2007 even more.

 It seems ironic that most students ac-
knowledge the advancements at GW cred-
ited to Trachtenberg but do not seem to 
believe he has anything of value to say to 
the class of 2007.  Just because his name 
hasn’t appeared on billboards or ballots 
does not mean he does not have access to 
advice and truths for these accomplished 
graduates. 

The unhappiness over this entire de-
bacle has been felt by the senior class (and 
other students as well) and rightfully so. 
Initial protests and complaints were not 
only understandable, but expected. As of 
now, however, it is too late for anything 
concerning the ceremony to change. It 
is time for graduates and their guests to 
celebrate graduation day and not harp on 
University politics. 

It’s time to enjoy 
Commencement



Stephen Joel Trachtenberg, President
The George Washington University

cordially invites Graduates, Friends, and Families to

Baccalaureate service

You are invited to celebrate GW’s religiously diverse student
body at The Interfaith Baccalaureate Service, established
at  GW by President Trachtenberg as  the tradit ional  
beginning of Commencement Weekend. Join members of the
class of 2007 representing Jewish, Christian, Muslim, and
other traditions as they reflect on their personal growth over the
past four years at GW.

Keynote Speaker:
Cardinal Theodore E. McCarrick 

Archbishop Emeritus 
of Washington, D.C.

Friday, May 18, 2007
Western Presbyterian Church
2401 Virginia Avenue, N.W.

Washington, D.C.
3:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

The 2007 Interfaith 

To r.s.v.p., email name and telephone number and total number in your party to uevents@gwu.edu.
For more information, please call (202) 994-7129.

�
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The NASA space station Skylab 
was launched from Cape 
Canaveral.

THIS WEEK
IN HISTORY

Monday, May 14, 1973:
Cartoon characters Mickey and Min-
nie Mouse made their movie debut in 
“Plane Crazy.”

Tuesday, May 15, 1928:    
Mount St. Helens erupted in southern 
Washington state, causing more than 
$1 billion in damages.

Friday, May 18, 1980:

While 
dad is 

struggling to 
ride his new 

Harley-Davidson 
and cope with the 

fact that he is “over 
the hill” and only get-
ting older, he may not 
realize that his twenty-

something child is battling 
their own crisis.

While many are familiar with 
the midlife crisis, few are aware of 

the quarterlife crisis experienced dur-
ing the transition into adulthood. On 

the outside, graduating seniors appear 
happy and calm. But on the inside most 

are screaming. The anxiety of finding a job 
and entering the real world is terrifying. Most 

want to eternally remain the typical crazy college 
student, pulling all-nighters and meeting friends at 

Starbucks to discuss a wild weekend.
“The quarterlife crisis is a state of uncertainty and 

anxiety that often accompanies the transition to adult-
hood,” said Abby Wilner, the woman responsible for coin-

ing the phrase and author of The New York Times’ bestseller, 
“Quarterlife Crisis.”

It is the compilation of an individual’s anxiety and confu-
sion concerning which career path to choose, where to live 
and all other worries that accompany an unknown future.

The average age range of the quarterlife crisis is between 
21 and 35 years old, Wilner said. While some individuals may 
experience an identity crisis immediately after graduation, 
others may not feel such anxiety until after they have fully 
entered the real world, she added.

In 1997, Wilner decided to write the book after graduat-
ing from Washington University in St. Louis with a degree in 
psychology. Wilner was unable to find a permanent job and 
had to move back home with her parents. It was her post-col-
lege experience that motivated her to write about this major 
life transition. She said she found it strange that most people 
seemed to overlook it.

“I know that it is normal to experience anxiety as a twen-
ty-something, and readers of the book are relieved to know 
they are not alone,” Wilner said.

The QLC has become a recent buzzword, and since the 
success of her first book, Wilner has released other books 
with the help of co-authors Alexandra Robbins and Catherine 
Stocker. 

GW is taking its own steps to help make the process 
easier. Barbara J. Brown, associate director of the University 
Counseling Center, said it is normal to have both excitement 
and uneasiness about entering a new phase in your life, but 
some students experience such extreme anxiety that it affects 
their attitude and behavior, she said.

“The degree of anxiety experienced by a significant 
amount of individuals leads almost to paralysis in terms of 
taking the next step after graduation,” Brown said.

Brown said she has witnessed bright students become 
extremely depressed.  The students’ behavior changes as they 
attempt to sabotage their ability to move forward in life. These 
students stop going to classes and do what they can to ensure 
they don’t graduate. Brown encourages students to remember 
prior successful transitions they have made.

For several years, Brown has tried to create a senior-in-
transition group that would meet around the end of junior 
year and the beginning of senior year to discuss student con-
cerns in order to prevent them from getting out of control.

A 
s t u d e n t 
cannot be 
helped until 
their anxiety 
is successfully 
reduced, Brown 
said. Their attitudes 
must be changed from, 
“I can’t handle this,” to 
“I’ve done this before and I 
can do it again.”

Getting students to focus 
on the present is a useful tool, 
Brown said. Being too future-ori-
ented could result in a fear of the 
unknown, while focusing on the past 
may result in depression. Thinking more 
about the here and now is the best way to 
prevent both negative outcomes.

Helen Lapedes, a senior, admits she may 
have experienced a mild quarterlife crisis this 
spring when she realized how open-ended her 
future was.

“Since I have pretty much had my life fairly planned 
out for me up until now, not knowing what I would be 
doing in a month was really stressful,” she said.

Lapedes plans to either attend graduate school or join 
the Peace Corps after graduation. She believes her anxiety 
to this point has been mild and her quarterlife crisis may be 
more severe once she completes graduate school or the Peace 
Corps.

“I still feel like I am young enough to kind of get away 
with avoiding real life, but when I actually have to figure out 
what I want to do with my life long term, I’m definitely going 
to have a crisis of some sort,” she said.

While the QLC may be a recent craze, Wilner said she 
thinks the phase has existed as long as people have adjusted 
from school to work and experienced the transition to adult-
hood. 

There are factors that make it unique for twenty-some-
things today. For instance, the average age of adulthood is get-
ting older and older. Advances in technology and the constant 
exposure of today’s generation to the global economy and 
global competition contribute to the condition.  Brown said 
youth today are exposed to more stimulating and frightening 
phenomena. This exposure then creates greater levels of anxi-
ety that other generations did not experience. 

Also, a person’s parents typically support them until their 
mid-20s, so it can be terrifying once that familiar support sys-
tem is gone, said Brown.

One day Lapedes would be excited about all her oppor-
tunities and then the next day she would freak out about the 
future.

“I really wished that I had some kind of direction in my 
life or something that I knew I wanted to do, but at the same 
time, I didn’t feel ready to commit to anything,” Lapades 
said.

No matter what current graduates choose to do after 
graduation, whether it is traveling, working, or graduate 
school, many picture the future as a scary unknown. The 
QLC becomes another life test to see if they can handle the 
real world.

Lapedes has started to relate her life to the 1994 movie 
“Reality Bites.” At the beginning of the movie, one of the 
characters asks his friend what he wants out of his degree. He 
replies, “Um, like a career or something.”

“This is pretty much how I have been feeling at this 
point,” she said. n

BUENOS AIRES, Argentina – 
Why did I decide to move to Buenos 
Aires straight out of graduating 
from GW? Everyone asked me back 
in the States, and every Argentine I 
meet continues to inquire.

Had I ever been to Argentina? 
No. Did I have 
a job lined up 
for when I 
arrived? No. 
An apartment? 
Nope. Family, 
friends? Did I 
have any idea 
what I was 

going to do in a foreign country, 
alone and without any connections?

I could – and do – list many 
reasons for my decision to move 
abroad. I wanted a drastic change. I 
wanted to become fluent in Spanish. 
I wanted to travel. I wanted to avoid 
the reality that my career as a pro-
fessional student was over. But more 
than anything, the single episode 
that motivated me to flee the com-
fort of the States was a box of latex 
gloves.

It was a Friday afternoon in mid-
April when I had my first big job 
interview. It was the kind of job 

a journalism major salivates over: 
working as a copy editor for The 
Washington Post. In reality, copy 
editor was code for a job in the mail-
room. My job: to open the reporters’ 
mail and, to assist me in my work, 
my interviewer pointed to a large 
box of latex gloves. They were for 
my own protection, in case opening 
up the reporters’ mail got messy or 
arsenical.

As I stood outside The Post after 
my interview, I felt deflated. After 
all the courses, all the good grades 
and non-paying internships, my 
first job out of college was going to 
be shifting through mail and check-
ing for suspicious substances?

Like any college student, in 
moments of depression and anxiety, 
I went out to my sorority’s formal 
and drank like I had just turned 21. 
After waking up the next day with 
a hangover I should have known 
how to avoid by senior year and a 
sprained ankle neither my date nor 
I could explain, I made my decision 
to move to Argentina – and just 6 
weeks shy of graduation.

When I first told people about 
my newfound post-college plan, no 
one really believed me. “You mean 

like a vacation, right?” my parents 
asked nervously, still unsure as to 
if Argentina was under military 
regime. “You love D.C. You don’t 
really want to move and have to 
start over again,” friends said. To 

be fair, no one took me very seri-
ously because I’m not known for my 
spontaneity.

I’ve always been a girl with a 
plan. In fifth grade, I told my par-
ents I was going to leave California 
and go college on the East Coast, 

by sixth I had decided to become 
a print journalist and after seeing 
a replica of Picasso’s Guernica in 
eighth grade, I decided to study 
abroad in Madrid.

I fulfilled all the promises and 
goals I made to my 13-year-old self 
but it stunted me. I didn’t realize 
until last April that I had managed 
to artfully avoid making a decision 
that would substantially impact my 
future since my Bat Mitzvah years.

Once I made my decision, I acted 
pretty quickly and had a ticket by 
the beginning of June to leave for the 
first week of September. As planned, 
I arrived in Buenos Aires sans job 
or apartment and yet, through the 
weeks and then months, I man-
aged to create a niche for myself. I 
found a great apartment, a decent 
job, friends and even family.

Being an expatriate isn’t for 
everyone and for many the appeal 
lies mostly in the fantasy. But post-
college, everyone has to take some 
chances, some risks – eagerly or 
reluctantly. For me the biggest dif-
ference between college life and “the 
real world” is the decision of how big 
a risk you are willing to take on your-
self. Everyone has had a latex glove 

experience that made him or her say, 
“I want more than this.”

Some of my friends have kindly 
said that I made a brave decision, but 
I don’t quite see it that way. I see it as 
the most responsible decision I could 
have made post-college. I wanted to 
be more independent and more self-
sufficient. Thrusting myself into an 
unknown and at times overwhelm-
ing situation seems to have been the 
best way to achieve this goal.

Is teaching business English in 
Argentina my dream job? Of course 
not. But I am highly skeptical of any-
one who says that they landed their 
ideal job straight out of undergrad. 
We all make our own choices, wheth-
er to move back home, move across 
city or state lines or even to ven-
ture across the equator. Not everyone 
wants to be an expatriate nor should 
they be, but for everyone with a 
pre-planned future that is starting 
to become tarnished as graduation 
approaches, it is a nice Plan B.n

–Beth Monkarsh majored in 
Journalism and Spanish Language and 
Literature while at GW.  She currently 
lives in Buenos Aires, but will be mov-
ing to Central America in December.

A not-so-traditional look at becoming an expatriate

As recent graduates navigate through the road of life, they may 
come to a roadblock similar to what parents face midlife: 

by Megan Marinos
Hatchet Staff Writer

THE QUAR    ERLIFE CRISIS
QUICKTAKES: SIGNS OF A 

QUARTERLIFE CRISIS

You don’t know what you want.

You have a fear of failure.

You cannot let go of childhood.

You compare yourself to your 
peers and feel as if you come 
up short.

Source: www.quarterlifecrisis.biz

QUICKTAKES: QUARTERLIFE

We are the first generation not 

projected to do better finan-

cially than our parents.

The average number of jobs 

a person has has jumped to 

8.6 between the ages of 18 

and 32.

Source: “Conquering Your 

Quarterlife Crisis” by Alexandra 

Robbins

When one hears the word mace, a thumb-sized 
black bottle filled with a dangerous solvent may be the 
first thing to come to mind.

What you probably don’t know is that it is also the 
name of a special ceremonial scepter carried by per-
sons of importance at significant, formal University 
events.

University Marshal Jill Kasle bears The George 
Washington University Mace at the most prestigious 
of the school’s ceremonies. Kasle and the mace make a 
regal pair at all GW events that requires attendees to 
wear academic regalia such as Freshman Convocation 
and Commencement. 

GW’s shiny mace is hollow and made of stainless 
steel and was designed and crafted by a GW art pro-
fessor.  Kasle has been carrying the original mace for 
18 years, and it’s been around even longer than that, 
she said.

Kasle also pointed out that every university in the 
country has its own unique mace and its own marshal 
who carries it.  Each one is original and representative 
of its respective university.

The profile of our university’s namesake, George 
Washington, is carved on the four top panels of our 
mace, Kasle said. 

But while George Washington is a legend and all, 
what would make GW’s mace stand out would be the 
addition of dancing hippos carved around the pol-
ished metal handle – just an idea. n 

–Vanessa Tencati

“What’s the deal with...” is a weekly feature in the Life 
section. If you have a suggestion for the column, e-mail 
features@gwhatchet.com.

...the University 
Mace?

Hatchet file photo
GW’s mace is carried by the University marshal 
in the most prestigious of school ceremonies. 
The mace features a carving of namesake 
George Washington.

“For me the biggest 
difference between 
college life and ‘the 

real world’ is the 
decision of how big 

a risk you are willing 
to take on yourself. ”

ALUMNI UPDATE

Bored at work over the summer?
Keep up with news online at www.gwhatchet.com.

BETH  
MONKARSH
ALUMNA OF 2006
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CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATING 
STUDENTS IN THE SCHOOL OF PUBLIC 
HEALTH AND HEALTH SERVICES 

Latin Honors
Summa Cum Laude 

Katharine V. Austin 
Adella Brown 
Kirsten Brownstein

Nicole M. Fox
Jessica L. Guilbert 
Katherine M. Kemen

Ginger E. Shupe
Katherine A. Sliwinski 
Lauren J. Waterhouse

Magna Cum Laude
Catherine M. Brinkley 
Lena G. Feldman
Katherine R. Harter 
Rydhwana Hossain 

Meghan M. Hughes 
Emily J. Karrs 
Elyse G. Kupperman
Mark A. Lazarus 

Christina M. Lazar 
Diana L. Mantell 
Amanda R. Ritvo 

Cum Laude 
Mary Ann G. Cacatian 
Christina M. Dresher 
Joanna A. Eisman
Jessica C. Goodell
Abigail R. Greenleaf 

Stephanie L. Greenleaf 
Melissa Grossman
Jennifer A. Kotlewski 
Shannon C. Ma 
Naveen C. Mohan 

Camille G. Paredes 
Lauren C. Pueschel 
Amanda C.Rubizhevsky 
Adee Viskin 
Erika Yu 

Dean’s Honors Candidates Graduate Programs 
Dean’s Honors are conferred upon individuals in graduate programs who have earned a 3.8 to 4.0 cumulative grade point average at
the end of the 2006 fall semester.

Louis T. Agnello 
Imad Al-Dakkak
Gretchen M. Arndt 
Jessica H. Beaman
William J. Bletzinger
Jeffery K. Lafontaine 
Constance B. Campbell
Jill L. Ceitlin
Candice P. Chen 
Nicole A. Chevalier 
Andrea C. Cooper
Carrie E. Cothran
Kerry A. Crawford 
Terri L. Cruce
Pooja Deb 
Alyson D. Follenius 
Heather J. Foster
Erin N. Fry 
Ryland J. Gore 
Kathryn M. Graczyk 
Angela J. Green 
Bryan E. Griffith 
Pia A. Hill 
Melissa B. Honig 

Lauren S. Hughes 
Sharon L. Hurt 
Margaret E. Iverson 
Michelle S. Kitchman
Evelyn F. Knolle 
Rebekah L. Krampf
Dana G. Kuhn 
Margaret E. Lafontaine 
Miranda R. Leathers 
Bora Lee 
Michelle J. Lee 
Peter D. Leimena
Virginia R. Lerch 
Andrea C. Long-Wagar
Tyler E. Martz 
Marla L. Matal
Sara A. Miller 
Aniysha M. Nelpurackal 
Kimberly D. Northrip 
Amy R. O’Connor 
Timothy G. Otten 
Denise S. Olive 
Danielle L. Pambianco
Jennifer L. Pearson 

Anna Z. Pollack 
Jessie E. Poulin
Gabrielle M. Ray 
Brian T. Rockwell 
Seth G. Rosenblatt 
Tracey L. Rush 
Erica L. Shankland 
Jessica M. Sharac
Jennifer R. Schenfeld 
Andrea M. Schultz 
Aparna Sharma
Emily B. Sherinian
Ellen Sowala 
Gabriel J. Spencer
Jennifer L. Trott 
Sophia Vourthis 
Emily A. Ward
Kennedy C. Watkins III 
Nathalie E. Wenzell-Ortiz
Jenna M. Williams-Bader
Tamara A. Windau
David A. Yoder 
Sarah J. Zielsdorf 

By Niketa Brar
Senior Staff Writer

GW students hail from all 50 states and 
more than 125 countries around the world. But 
once they get to D.C., many have at least one 
common interest: politics.

Whether they are lobbying a member of 
Congress, working in the speaker of the House of 
Representative’s office, or perhaps supporting a 
senator’s quest to make it to the Oval Office, stu-
dents here use GW’s location to their advantage 
to get involved in the nation’s capital.

“Our focus is not just our classes, our stu-
dent organizations, or our friends. We’re jug-
gling an internship, maybe two,” said Chris 
Brooks, a junior majoring in political commu-
nication.

Brooks has interned all over D.C. and cur-
rently works at Campaign Solutions, a cam-
paign consulting firm specializing in online out-
reach. It’s the kind of place he can see himself 
working after he graduates next year, and that 
is no coincidence, he said.

“I had interned at the Republican National 
Committee and seen the party side of politics, 
and up on the Hill and seen the public service 
side, so I wanted to see what the private sector 
had,” Brooks said.

Other students, like junior Teddi Shihadeh, 
decided to stay on the Hill after doing a semes-
ter-long internship. Spending the last year work-
ing for Nancy Pelosi, the current speaker of the 
House has certainly piqued Shihadeh’s interest.

“You get up on the Hill and you’re involved 
with policy decisions that affect people across 
the country. I got addicted,” Shihadeh said.

The addictive quality is what encouraged 
this psychology stu-
dent to pick up a sec-
ond major: political 
science. This way her 
internship and class-
work flow seamlessly 
together.

“You see it in the 
campaign,” Shihadeh 
said, speaking of 
Pelosi’s re-election 
campaign in the fall. 
“You see how people 
tailor the message to 
affect people. That’s 
all psychology. The 
stuff I learn in class 
in regards to political 
theory is seen in the 
policy work that goes 
on.”

Although students usually integrate their 
internships into their fields of study in order 
to experience the practical side in addition to 

the theoretical one they learn 
in the classroom, some students 
admit that juggling an intern-
ship with a full load of classes 
can be difficult but nevertheless 
worthwhile.

“(My internship) has taken 
a lot of time away from other 
extracurricular activities, clubs 
and student organizations. My 
grades could, you know, prob-
ably be a little bit better. But 
I tell myself that I’m working 
towards the good of the coun-
try,” said freshman Tobin Van 
Ostern, who spends more than 
50 hours a week working as the 
deputy director for students in 
Barack Obama’s campaign.

As a co-founder of Students 
for Barack Obama, the official 
Obama student group that rose 
from the Facebook group, Van 
Ostern has been involved in 
Obama’s campaign for presiden-
cy for some time.

“If I didn’t believe in Obama 
and that he’s good for every-
one, I wouldn’t be spending so 
many hours working for him,” 
Van Ostern said.

Van Ostern does most of his 
work for Students for Barack 
Obama from his dorm room 
since the Internet-based work 
can take place anywhere he has 
Web access.

While Van Ostern is moti-
vated by 
his belief 
in Obama 
and his new 
c a m p a i g n 
s t r a t e g i e s , 
including not 
accepting money from polit-
ical action committees or 
federally regulated lobby-
ists, he said there is another 
reason he puts in the amount 
of work he does.

“We’re going to demon-
strate that youths matter,” 
Van Ostern said.

No matter what their 
goals may be, all three stu-
dents agree on one thing: 
attending GW has facilitated 
their political aspirations. 

Once listed as the best school for politically inter-
ested students in Newsweek, GW encourages 
its students to take advantage of all the city has 

to offer, especially internships. Brooks said he 
agrees with the University’s philosophy, citing 
that the political science program rewards intern-
ships with additional credit, provided it receives 
approval and is accompanied by some type of 
academic work summarizing the experience.

“Even if you come to GW intending to never 
have an internship, I think by the time you 
leave, you have had at least one,” Brooks said, 
adding that the location of the campus, which 
is walking distance from many internships, pro-
vides an incentive to get involved.

Shihadeh said she agrees as well, noting that 
GW’s location is key for taking a full class load 
and still finding time to get an internship.

“It’s made it accessible. If I didn’t go to GW, I 
couldn’t do this during the year,” Shihadeh said.

Brooks said this has even become a joke 
ships themselves.

“All the interns come from across the coun-
try during the summer, but during the year 
it’s GW students doing the bulk of the work,” 
Brooks said.

The proximity, the rewards and, oftentimes, 
simply believing in a cause all encourage stu-
dents to intern somewhere in the city. This 
builds a culture of involvement that has earned 
GW national recognition. It builds a culture that 
motivates students to see beyond the classroom. 
For Van Ostern, this is why GW was a logical 
choice when selecting a college.

“I’m kind of a political junkie, and that’s 
why I’m here,” he said. “This is where it all 
happens.” n

Student politicos, from K Street to the Hill
GW students apply textbook politicking to their internships throughout the District

Alex Ellis/assistant photo editor
Freshman Tobin Van Ostern works for Barack Obama’s campaign as the deputy director for students. Van 
Ostern, one of many GW students holding political internships, works more 50 hours a week.

“You  get up on the Hill and you’re 
involved with policy decisions that 
affect  people across the country. I 

got addicted.”

Teddi Shihadeh
Intern for nancy pelosI

Is your life incomplete without sex?  Well, so is ours!  E-mail life@gwhatchet.com if you want to become the Hatchet’s next sex columnist!



The 2006-2007 GW ath-
letic season yielded 
two regular-season 
conference champions 

(women’s basketball and lacrosse), 
one conference tournament cham-
pion (men’s basketball), two team 
NCAA tournament berths and 
one individual berth (men’s and 
women’s basketball and gymnas-
tics’ Jess Guilbert, respectively) 
and a slew of all-conference selec-
tions.

“This was a tremendous year 
for GW athletics,” Director of Ath-
letics Jack Kvancz said. “The (ath-
letes) did a great job in everything 
they did, and (many of them) got 
rewarded by going to (Atlantic 10) 
and NCAA tournaments. It was 
just a great year.”

Here are some accomplish-
ments from the past nine months.

Lacrosse
After a 6-11 campaign during 

the 2006 season, including a 4-6 
in-conference mark, the Colonials 
came back this year to capture a 
piece of the A-10 regular season 
title and earned the second seed in 
the conference’s four-team cham-
pionship. They defeated St. Bo-
naventure 15-9 in the first round 
before losing to Richmond 15-7 in 
the final.

“The way we ended the sea-
son was bittersweet,” junior Kate-
lyn Honeyford said. “We made it 
to the finals, but we felt that we 
were good enough to have won 
and (earn an automatic bid to the) 
NCAA tournament. We just didn’t 
play our best game that day.”

Another highlight from the 
season came in April, when the 
Colonials defeated Temple for the 
first time in program history. The 
squad also landed four players on 
the all-conference list. Honeyford 
was honored on the first team, 
while seniors Molly Gannon and 
Kristina Harvey and junior Kristin 
Karsch were named to the second 
team. Freshman Taylor Donohue 
was placed on the All-Rookie 
team. In addition, head coach 
Chrissy Lombard-Adair was 
named the A-10 Lacrosse Coach 
of the Year for the second time in 
three years.

“We were predicted (to finish 
in fifth place before the season be-
gan), and we came in first,” Hon-
eyford said. “You have to look at 
the coach when a team can rise 
above what is expected and truly 
succeed past expecta-
tions.”

Softball
For the first time in its six-

year history, the Colonials soft-
ball team qualified for the A-10 
Championship by posting a 9-11 
in-conference record under first-
year coach Kim Staehle. Coming 
off a 3-15 conference showing last 
season, GW matched series victo-
ries at home against Saint Joseph’s 
and at Rhode Island along with 
one victory against each of five 
other A-10 schools. As the eighth 
and final seed, the Colonials’ sea-
son ended in the first round of the 
A-10 tournament, held in Am-
herst, Mass., with back-to-back 
losses to St. Louis and Charlotte. 

“This season was a break out 
year for all of us. We set a goal 
to get to the A-10 tournament 
and didn’t stop fighting until we 
reached it,” junior Caroline Howe 
said. “As a team we played for 
each other and even through the 
tough losses we believed we had 
the skills to compete with the 
best.”

Graduate student Elana Myers 
was named to the all-conference 
first team and was honored as co-
student athlete of the year. Howe 
said that Myers and the five other 
seniors, Lisa Cohen, Kaity Har-
bour, Katy Harrigan, Jen Hrycyna 
and Janelle Parker, were pivotal in 
this year’s strong showing. 

“Our senior class was a key 
ingredient to the team’s success.  
The impact of their leadership 
both on and off the field is immea-
surable,” Howe said.

Men’s basketball

After graduating four of the 
team’s five starters from the 
2005-2006 squad, which made 
it to the second round of the 
NCAA tournament, it was 
hard to predict exactly what 
this year’s team would do. 
Two highlights from the 

regular season include the Colo-

nials’ 
one-point victory 
over Virginia Tech at the BB&T 
Classic Dec. 3 and a win over 
Rhode Island in Kingston, R.I., 
Jan. 27 that put GW in first place 
in the conference. The victory was 
followed by a four-game losing 
streak, which bounced the Colo-
nials from first place and forced 
them to play catch-up the rest of 
the season in order to earn a cov-
eted first-round bye in the confer-
ence tournament.

After ending the regular sea-
son on a six-game winning streak 
and with an 11-5 conference mark, 
the Colonials entered the A-10 

tournament as the 
No. 3 seed and pro-
ceeded to win three 
games in three days, 
including a 20-point 
trouncing of Saint 
Louis, who had de-
feated the Colonials 
in the regular season, 
in the semifinals. The 
win over Rhode Is-
land earned GW an 
automatic bid to the 
NCAA tournament. 
Junior Maureece Rice 
was named the A-10 
tournament’s most 
outstanding player.

As a 12-seed, GW 
drew sharp-shooting 
Vanderbilt in the first 
round of the Colo-
nials’ unprecedented 
third-straight NCAA 
championship. The 
squad’s season ended 
in Sacramento when 
it fell to the Commo-
dores 77-44.

“I enjoyed my ex-
perience here,” senior 

Carl Elliott said during a post-
game press conference after the 
NCAA tournament loss. “For us to 
come this far with a young basket-
ball team means a lot to me. They 
gave it 100 percent every day and 
I love them for that.”

Elliott and Rice were named to 
the second and third all-conference 
team, respectively. Rice declared for 
the NBA draft but has not hired an 
agent. He has until June 18 to pull 
out in order to retain his eligibility 
and return for his senior season. 
Head coach Karl Hobbs was also 
selected as an assistant coach for 
the 2007 USA Basketball Men's U19 
World Championship Team at this 
summer's FIBA U19 World Cham-
pionship for Men, which will be 
held July 12-22 in Novi Sad, Serbia.

Women’s basketball
Ranked in the top 25 every 

week of the season except the first, 
the Colonials qualified for the 
Sweet 16 in the NCAA tournament 
before falling to top-seeded North 
Carolina in Dallas. With one of the 
toughest out-of-conference sched-
ules in the country, the Colonials 
put together a 12-3 out-of-confer-
ence record that included a victory 
over then-No. 10/11 (AP, ESPN/
USA Today) Georgia in late

December.
The team then cruised through 

the A-10, earning a perfect 14-0 
record  before  losing  to Saint Jo-
seph’s in the semifinals by two-
points, costing the team a chance 
at a blemish-free conference sea-
son and a higher seed in the NCAA 
tournament.

The fifth-seeded squad’s first 
Sweet 16 appearance in a decade 
came after the Colonials defeated 
No. 12-seed San Diego State and 
fourth-seeded Texas A&M in the 
first two rounds, respectively, in 
Los Angeles before the 70-56 loss to 
the Tar Heels. GW ended the sea-
son ranked 15th in the AP poll and 
13th in the ESPN/USA Today poll.

Junior Kim Beck, a finalist 
for the Nancy Lieberman Award, 
which honors the nation’s top 
point guard, and sophomore Jes-
sica Adair were both named to 
the all-conference first team. Ju-
nior Sarah-Jo Lawrence earned 
second-team honors and classmate 
Whitney Allen was selected for 
the conference’s All-Defense team. 
Head coach Joe McKeown was also 
named the A-10 women’s basket-
ball Coach of the Year for the fifth 
time.

     Men’s tennis
After a 2-9 record last 

season, including a 1-4 
A-10 mark, the Colonials 
improved to 6-10 and 3-3 
in the conference in 2007 
under first-year coach Greg 
Munoz.

“After last year's sea-
son, I would say this year 
was a major success, es-
pecially at the A-10 tour-
nament,” senior Brandon 
Harris said.  “We really 
started to gel at the end of 
the year, and that was vi-
tal for us. Having a new 
coach really gave our 
guys a nice edge.”

GW finished its sea-
son winning five of its 
last six A-10 matches, 
including victories in 
the second and fourth 
rounds of the confer-
ence tournament, good 
for a third-place fin-
ish.  After receiving a 
first-round bye as the 
third seed, GW topped 
Dayton 4-0 before los-
ing 4-3 to Xavier in the 
semifinals. In the third-
place match against St. Bonaven-
ture, the Colonials quickly found 
themselves in a 3-1 deficit but took 
the final three matches, giving GW 
the victory.

“The competition at the A-10 
tournament is incredible because 
every team is so intense. It allows 
for you and your teammates to 

bond and become really close, like 
family,” senior Brandon Harris 
said. “The match against (St. Bo-
naventure) was definitely one of 
the most memorable matches of 
my career in college.”

Junior Mustafa Genscoy was 
also named to the all-conference 
team for the third consecutive year 
after an individual 13-8 record 
while Harris and junior Sam Salyer 
received second-team honors.

  

Men’s swimming 
and diving

Led by sophomore David 
Zenk, who was named the A-10’s 
most outstanding performer dur-
ing the 2005-2006 season and is 
also a member of GW’s water polo 
team, the Colonials finished sev-
enth at the A-10 Championships 
in February. Zenk broke confer-
ence records in the 200- and 400-
yard individual medley and GW’s 
record in the 200-yard individual 
medley while also taking second 
place in the 200-yard backstroke.

“I think we had a really good 
season overall. Almost every (race 
that we participated in) at A-10s 
was a best time. We all worked 
hard all year and it paid off for ev-
eryone,” Zenk said. “I was thrilled 

about the two confer-

ence re-
cords because getting them had 
been my goal all year and to get 
them was a great reward.”

Out of the pool, the team’s av-
erage GPA also ranked sixth in the 
nation for the fall 2006 semester 
among all Division I programs. n

From September 
to May

sports
Joanna Shapes – Sports Editor (jshapes@gwhatchet.com)
Andrew Alberg – Sports Editor (aalberg@gwhatchet.com)
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245 - Rent DC

Apts for rent Modern 2-story Apt w/ 
wall-to-wall carpet, central air, dishwash-
er. Washer & dryer inside the unit. Large 
enough for 3 people. Short walking dis-
tance to campus. $2100 per month start-
ing June 1, 2007 until May 31st, 2008. 
Call Ron for preview 202-251-7500 or 
ronroudi@firstnationwidemgmt.com 

250 - Roommates      
WanteD

Looing for 2 roommAtes to share 
2 bedroom apartment for the sum-
mer. $800/ month includes cable, in-
ternet, furnishings, and utilities. Email 
lakergrl@gwu.edu if interested. 

499 - GeneRal

GRAduAtinG? no Job?
Careerstone Group can help. We specialize in 
launching young careers. Let our expert career 

coaches get you started immediately. Action 
plans, interview skills, job search secrets, 

and more. donít leave your future to chance. 
Contact us today @ www.careerstonegroup.

com. 202-595-1328.

515 - GeneRal

 200 billion $$$ spent on internet shop-
ping last year!Would earning $4 - 6000 a 
month make a difference for you? inter-
ested? Go to: http://www.joespowermall.
com and watch the movie. 

610 - ChilD CaRe

sitters WAnted. $10+/hour Regis-
ter FREE for jobs at: student-sitters.com. 

610 - ChilD CaRe

pt nAnny needed for summer 
Experienced nanny needed for 1 yr. old, 
20-25 hrs/week, June to August; Falls 
Church. Reference required. Call 703-
536-0938 between 6:00 pm and 9:00 pm 
or email: chaochka@gmail.com 

BABysitter WAnter for the sum-
mer and thereafter, full-time or part-time, 
hours flexible, in our Spring Valley home. 
Wonderful school-aged children, great 
pay. Please call 202-302-1602. 

615 - Full time

JoB opportunities AvAiLABLe up-
scale dental office in DuPont Circle. Flex-
ible hours and great compensation. Lo-
cated right next to metro station. Please 
send resume to dcdentalspa.jobs@gmail.
com. 202-833-8724 x id 2556565

mArketing/AdministrAtive Assis-
tant needed to support marketing/sales 
team. Must be detail oriented and well 
organized and possess excellent verbal 
skills. duties will include client meeting 
planning and travel arrangements with 
lots of client contact. Must be able to multi 
task in a fast paced environment. Quali-
fied candidates will have a bachelorís 
degree and previous professional office 
experience. Excellent upward growth 
opportunity with lots of variety for recent 
college graduate. Washington Analysis 
Corp. is the nationsís top investment re-
search firm that analyzes economic, po-
litical, legislative and regulatory changes 
that impact financial markets, sectors and 
stocks. Member of nASd. Please email 
resume, cover letter, salary requirements 
and availability to sfichter@washingtona
nalysis.co 

655 - on Campus

Work for The haTcheT
The GW hatchet, GWís independent student 
newspaper, is looking for staff to help in the 
business office. The following paid positions 
are open: Classifieds/Circulation Manager, 

Sales Rep, Ad Manager, Ad/Graphics Designer 
and Marketing Assistant. We accept students 

from all backgrounds and majors, not just 
business. Find out more about each position

by visiting www.gwhatchet.com/staffing or
stop into our townhouse at 2140 G St. 

Positions may start immediately, 
over the summer or in the fall.

665 - paRt time

!BArtending! up to $300/dAy no 
experience necessary. training provided. 
800-965-6520x171. 

stAff needed for SPRING EVENTS! 
We are currently seeking:  bARtEnd-
ERS / SERVERS, COOKS & CHEFS Ap-
ply in person at 1432 duke Street Alexan-
dria, Virginia 22314 Between the hours of 
10am-6pm Monday thru Saturday 
or Email: jobs@penguinstaff.com 

665 - paRt time

GiFtEd!
GIFTED CARTOONIST WHOís ALSO A 

GRAPHIC ARTIST. PLEASE SEND NAME + 
WEBSITE TO EMAIL: LAMAKIDS@AOL. COM. 

PH: 202-928-1053 (ANS)

 

670 - seRviCes

mAke extrA money thru coL-
Lege end debt early! 800-365-7550 
ext. 89488. 

675 - summeR Jobs

servers And hosts needed El-
ephant and Castle Pub and Restaurant is 
hiring. Located in the heart of downtown, 
blocks from the White House and min-
utes from the Capitol, we have become 
a favorite hang out for area profession-
als. High volume, huge patio & fun at-
mosphere make it a great place to work. 
Currently we are seeking SERVERS & 
HOSTS 1201 Pennsylvania Ave. NW 
 Washington, dC 20004 tel: 202-347-
7707 1 block from Metro Center 

Dylan Brogan, Classified Manager
Phone: (202) 994-7079
Fax: (202) 994-1309
Email: classifieds@gwhatchet.com
Web: gwhatchet.com/classifieds

The GW Hatchet Monday, May 14, 2007

We accept American Express, 
Discover, MasterCard, and VISA cards, as well as 

cash & checks through the office.Classifieds

ACROSS
1 With 71-Across,

sort of person
who might enjoy
this puzzle?

6 Narrow cut
10 Like show

horses’ feet
14 Make up (for)
15 Comfort
16 Voice quality
17 Person in a

polling booth
18 Good for what

___ you
19 Not written
20 Saying about the

heart
23 One of the

Kennedys
24 Hot to the

tongue
25 ___ Four

(Beatles)
28 Shuffles off this

mortal coil
31 Bad-mouth

32 Wonder
33 Sonja Henie’s

Norwegian
birthplace

35 Clamor
39 Crazy
43 Collect
44 It can sense

scents
45 Pie ___ mode
46 Size above sm.
48 Campaign pros
50 Singer Rawls or

Reed
51 Was patient for
55 Suffix with

meteor
57 Outcast
63 Decorate again
64 Letter-shaped

girder
65 Pertaining to

warships
66 TV’s “American

___”
67 Demolish

68 Songstress
Baker

69 Instrument that’s
plucked

70 Elevator pioneer
Elisha

71 See 1-Across

DOWN
1 Volcanic

discharge
2 Part of a

molecule
3 “The Wizard of

Oz” dog
4 Unmoving
5 Strengthened
6 Actor Penn
7 Secular
8 Waterfront Long

Island town
9 Tried out

10 Crushes with the
feet

11 Lena who sang
“Stormy
Weather”

12 Walking ___
(happy)

13 What rain may
cause

21 Expression
22 Think out loud
25 Werewolf’s tooth
26 G.I. no-show
27 The “B” of N.B.
29 Channel for

armchair
athletes

30 Single-masted
boat

34 ___ buco
36 Leaning, as

type: Abbr.

37 Building beside a
barn

38 Jacob’s twin in
the Bible

40 Woman’s sheer
undergarment

41 ___ a customer
42 Cantaloupe, e.g.
47 Robert of

“Raging Bull”

49 Cue

51 First full month
of spring

52 Overrun with
dandelions and
such

53 Passion

54 Touch lightly, as
the corner of
one’s eye

56 Popular pipe
clearer

58 Ultra-
authoritarian

59 Mined rocks

60 Tel ___

61 London museum

62 Wing-shaped

Puzzle by Richard Hughes

For answers, call 1-900-285-5656, $1.20 a minute; or, with a
credit card, 1-800-814-5554.
Annual subscriptions are available for the best of Sunday
crosswords from the last 50 years: 1-888-7-ACROSS.
Online subscriptions: Today's puzzle and more than 2,000
past puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($34.95 a year).
Share tips: nytimes.com/puzzleforum. Crosswords for young
solvers: nytimes.com/learning/xwords.
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The New York Times Syndication Sales Corporation
609 Greenwich Street, New York, N.Y. 10014

For Information Call: 1-800-972-3550
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Create and solve your
Sudoku puzzles for FREE.
Play Super Sudoku and win prizes at:

prizesudoku.com
The Sudoku Source of “The GW Hatchet”.
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To Play: complete the grid so that every row, column 
and every 3X3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. There is 
no guessing or math involved, just use logic to solve. Seek and you 

shall score
M R H E C L K C

R F C A M S J P

G K E T C A S O

T R G M A T D N

A S R R T S A B

Y R E H E C S E

T A C M F X R T

U I O D S A T R

800-2Review • PrincetonReview.com

Private Tutoring
Small Group Tutoring  
Online 
Classroom

Test names are the trademarks of their respective owners, who are not affiliated with The Princeton 
Review. The Princeton Review and The Princeton Review logo are trademarks of The Princeton 
Review, Inc., which is not affiliated with Princeton University.

Help Me Become 
a Dad again.

Single loving father in search of a 
sperm donor for a second child.

My little girl is beautiful and perfect. 
But, I’ve promised her a brother. I’m 
looking for a happy, healthy, and 
intelligent man between the ages of 
19 and 29.  Generous compensation. 
Procedure to be facilitated by a 
reputable established fertility clinic. 
For more information, contact:

DonorInfo2@aol.com

DonorInfo2@aol.com 
$5,000 compensation

10:10 PM • SAT DINNER 
SEA BASS

KEY LIME PIE &
CAPPUCCINO

10:10 PM • SAT DINNER 
SEA BASS

KEY LIME PIE &
CAPPUCCINO

10:10 AM
SUN BRUNCH 
STEAK & EGGS, LATTE

10:10 AM
SUN BRUNCH 
STEAK & EGGS, LATTE

OPEN EARLY
& LATE 
7 DAYS
24 HRS 
FRI & SAT

OPEN EARLY
& LATE 
7 DAYS
24 HRS 
FRI & SAT

afterwords
Cafe   Grill   

KRAMERBOOKS

1517 CONN  AV 
DUPONT METRO/Q ST

• BREAKFAST, LUNCH, DINNER, LATE SUPPER
• BRUNCH SAT & SUN • LIVE MUSIC WED -SAT NIGHT
• WINES BY GLASS & BOTTLE • 18 DRAFT BEERS

“BEST DESSERTS” –Washington Blade

“BEST BRUNCH”, “BEST BOOKSTORE”
–Top 10, washingtonpost.com

WWW.KRAMERS.COM

Are you ready?  Email
thenextstep@gwhatchet.com
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STRATEGIC COMMUNICATIONS SERVICES, INC.
Serving women about to enter the workplace

You deserve the opportunity to
Enhance your talent

Focus your abilities
Develop your professional communications skills

Strengthen your position for a post college job

Spend two days in an individualized setting with a former TV news correspondent and

anchor who has helped Fortune 500 executives enhance their ability to communicate.

Two day sessions available at your college location
or in

New York, NY         Bridgehampton, NY          Tucson, AZ

www.scsincorporated.net
(631) 537-7506ncr.vt.edu

Invent the Future®

CONGRATULATIONS

GRADUATES!

   

Visit our website for information on 
more than 45 graduate degree and 
certificate programs offered in the 
National Capital Region.

Classes are held in Falls Church and in 
Old Town Alexandria.  Online courses are 
also available in select areas of study.
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House party celebrates SJT
Alex Ellis/assistant photo editor

Students and faculty welcome President Stephen Joel Trachtenberg outside Thurston Hall earlier this moth.  
Thurston was one of four stops during his house party. 

by Amanda Dick
Hatchet Staff Writer 

GW rolled out the red carpet 
this month to honor its outgoing 
president.

University President Stephen 
Joel Trachtenberg party-hopped on 
a trolley from Thurston Hall, to 
New Hall, to Ivory Tower and final-
ly to the Mount Vernon Campus 
Quad with an entourage of admin-
istrators, students and special 
guests on the evening of May 1. 
An announced crowd of about 500 
students attended the event.

Thurston Hall had balloons that 
spelled out President Trachtenberg’s 
initials. Trachtenberg entered New 
Hall on a red carpet. Tattoos of 
Trachtenberg’s headshot were avail-
able at Ivory Tower, where the 
University president autographed pic-
tures and body parts. On the Mount 
Vernon Campus Quad, student lead-
ers spoke about how Trachtenberg 
inspired them during college. 

Trachtenberg said he was 
pleased by the event and especially 
liked the plaques honoring him, 
which were mounted on the walls 
at each of the residence halls he 
visited during the house party.

“This is great, when I want 
to visit New Hall in the future, 
and they ask me for identification 

when I try to get in, I can just walk 
them over here and point to this 
plaque,” Trachtenberg said at the 
H Street residence hall. 

Trachtenberg said he felt “a little 
like Terry Bradshaw with my name 
plastered on the side of a bus.”

Roger Kapoor, former Student 
Association president from 2001 to 
2002, spoke at each location along 
the tour and praised Trachtenberg’s 
dedication to the University. 

“SJT has demonstrated a high 
level of commitment to GW and 
its students through enhancing its 

prestige and reputation,” Kapoor 
said. “The best thing on campus is 
not any one of these amazing resi-
dence halls, but SJT himself.”

Each residence hall Trachtenberg 
visited had a theme. Thurston Hall 
was carnival themed, New Hall 
was rock star themed, Ivory Tower 
was backstage-pass themed and 
Mount Vernon was a buff and blue 
extravaganza. 

James Kohl, director of House 
Life for GW Housing said the SJT 
House Party was designed to “cel-
ebrate President Trachtenberg’s 
tenure and commitment to GW.”

Many who attended a stop on 
SJT’s House Party tour appeared in 
high spirits about the special oppor-
tunity to interact with Trachtenberg. 

 “We don’t get to see SJT too 
often,” said freshman Curt Sonnet. 
“He always seems to be meeting 
with distinguished guests, so this 
was a great opportunity to see him 
interacting with students.” 

Other students had mixed reac-
tions about the festivities.

“This event was good for the 
free stuff,” sophomore Nick Thulin 
said. “However, I feel bad for the 
people who live here.”

Trachtenberg said he was 
thrilled that no one had mentioned 
a word about Commencement. 
However, he brought the topic up 
himself at the party on the Mount 
Vernon Campus Quad. 

“Although everything that 
needs to be said has been said, I 
happen to have a commencement 
address here that needs to be 
read somewhere,” Trachtenberg 
joked. n

Trolley stops at 
four residence halls 
during celebration 

Nick Gingold/assistant photo editor
President Stephen Joel Trachten-
berg signs autographs for students 
in Ivory Tower earlier this month 
during his house party.

by Andrew Springer
Hatchet Reporter

A grocery store on GWorld, weekly 
town halls and linking Student Association 
senators directly to student organizations is 
just a sampling of what SA leaders said they 
want to accomplish next year. 

SA President Nicole Capp and Execu-
tive Vice President Brand Kroeger have laid 
out their goals for “a shared vision for stu-
dent advocacy.” The list, with eight gen-
eral categories of goals, includes expanding 
GWorld, setting up services to communicate 
better with students, instituting an online 
test bank and improving the Colonial Coach 
shuttle service. 

“This isn’t to restrict us ... it’s just to keep 
us focused,” said Capp, a sophomore. “In 
the beginning, it’s very easy to go off in dif-
ferent directions.”

Capp said the senate and members of 
the executive branch all met to discuss ideas 
and “find common ground.”

“Everybody had different agendas,” 
said Kroeger, a sophomore. “So we sat in a 
room ... and we said this is what we want 
our priorities to be. This is what we want to 
accomplish as a whole.”

Two of the SA’s biggest goals, bringing 
back the Colonial Invasion pep rally and the 
GW Reads program, were met two weeks 
ago when University officials announced 
that both are likely to return next fall. Both 
programs were cut last year due to budget-
ary constraints.

Capp and Kroeger are now working on 
their next goal – expanding the GWorld Co-
lonial Cash program. Capp ran on the cam-
paign platform “GWorld All Over.” She 
said the SA is making progress in bringing 
a local grocery store onto the GWorld sys-
tem.

Two of Capp’s other campaign promises 
also made it into the shared vision, GW411 
and GWInformed. These programs aim to 
connect students directly with the SA.

“GW411 and GWInformed are going 
to be two initiatives in everything the SA 
does,” said Capp, noting that a new, interac-
tive SA Web site will launch before the start 
of Colonial Inauguration.

This new Web site will feature blogs 
from Capp and senate committee chairmen, 

allowing for what Capp calls constant ac-
countability.

“We want to increase transparency,” 
Kroeger said. “Part of that transparency is 
defining what you’re working for (and) let-
ting students know exactly what your vision 
for that organization is.”

Part of Kroeger’s election platform was 
increasing support for student organiza-
tions. The shared vision calls for linking 
senators directly to student organizations to 
act as an advocate for that group.

The SA is also cutting the executive 
branch’s budget this year and reallocating 
that money to student organizations. He 
said that upwards of $40,000 had gone to 
the executive in the past will now be going 
to student organizations.

Kroeger, like Capp, stressed that the 
shared vision was to limit senators’ own ini-
tiatives. 

Student reaction, so far, is mixed. Nicole 
Sweeny, a freshman, thinks the shared vi-
sion is a good idea because it “gives the SA a 
sense of direction.”

“As a freshman, I have nothing to com-
pare it against, but the goals seem achiev-
able,” Sweeny said.

Junior Turner Payne said one of the 
goals, a grocery store on GWorld, may not 
be realistic immediately, but could be real-
istic as a long term initiative. She said she 
thinks it’s smart to have a set of goals to 
achieve, however.

“You have to have some sort of direc-
tion, otherwise what are you going to get 
accomplished?” Payne said.

Others are more skeptical of the goals. 
“Sounds great,” sophomore Charlie 

Burgoyne said. “But I don’t think they’ll 
probably be able to pull off the stuff they say 
they’re going to.”

Linnea Bruce, a sophomore, thinks that 
all the goals are good ideas. 

“I don’t know if they’ll get them all done, 
but it’s definitely good to have something to 
aspire to,” she said.

Kroeger said the SA will get its goals ac-
complished.

“Every single thing that’s outlined in the 
shared vision is achievable,” Kroeger said. 
“The record is already speaking for itself ... 
and what will put faith back in the SA is re-
sults.” n

Capp, Kroeger define 
’07-’08 SA agenda

Hatchet file photos
Nicole Capp and Brand Kroeger will serve as Student Association presi-
dent and vice president, respectively, for the 2007-2008 academic year.

to University Police Department 
crime statistics. Statistics are errat-
ic, dropping to zero arrests in 2003 
and five in 2004 and 2005. 

UPD Chief Dolores Stafford 
said statistics for this academic 
year will not be compiled until the 
summer. According to its crime 
log, UPD has made at least five 
drug arrests this year.

Arresting Distributors
Stafford said UPD does not 

actively seek marijuana users and 
instead reacts when they receive 
information.

“When we are patrolling the 
campus, if we find evidence that 
someone is smoking marijuana, 
we identify the source and take 
action,” Stafford said.

All four students arrested on 
distribution charges this school 

year were processed at MPD’s 
second precinct on Idaho Avenue, 
according to police reports. 

Police were alerted to each 
case this year in a different way. 
Methods of discovery included a 
UPD radio call, the suspicion of  
marijuana while investigating a 
noise complaint, an anonymous 
tip to a community director and a 
sting operation.

Police and court documents 
detail drug paraphernalia which 
include Ziploc bags, digital scales 
and large amounts of cash. The 
amount of money found on the 
students ranged from $400 to 
$3,000.

Rarely do police incident 
reports document the amount of 
drugs found, though sometimes 
the reports give a vague idea. In 
sophomore Soweto Edwards’ 
JBKO room, police reported find-
ing half a pound of marijuana 
in two large bags. Other reports 
document how many bags were 
found, which ranged from four 

to 21.
Legal Sanctions

The maximum sentence for 
those convicted of intent to dis-
tribute in D.C. is 280 days in jail 
and a $1,000 fine. Rarely do those 
convicted ever serve any jail time, 
said Benjamin Friedman, chief of 
the Misdemeanor Section at the 
U.S. Attorney’s Office.

All four students this year 
pled guilty to various marijuana 
charges and received different 
levels of probation and commu-
nity service, according to court 
documents. Three of the four stu-
dents were sentenced under the 
Youth Rehabilitation Act, which 
gives individuals under the age 
of 22 an opportunity to serve 
a lesser sentence and often to 
expunge these offenses from their 
record.

Offenders can also either 
enter diversion programs with 
the U.S. Attorney’s Office to 
have their case dismissed, if they 
have no previous convictions on 

drug charge, or have the offense 
removed from their record under 
a local statute, Friedman said.

Freshman Alexander Price, a 
former member of the men’s polo 
team, pled guilty to possession 
this fall, but was not convicted of 
possession with intent to distrib-
ute, according to a court docu-
ment.

The document states that 
Price was sentenced to one year 
of supervised probation includ-
ing full drug testing, 100 hours 
of community service, a $1,000 
fine and an essay due to the court 
upon completion of his probation. 
He must also maintain employ-
ment and schooling.

Having a good lawyer can 
make a difference, Friedman said.

Sophomore Isa Madyun, 
who was charged with intent to 
distribute after police said they 
found 21 bags of marijuana and 
$3,000 in cash in his room, pled 
guilty to marijuana distribution, 
according to court documents. 

Final sentencing for Madyun is 
scheduled for June 15.

The Hatchet reported 
Madyun was sentenced to 300 
hours of community service rath-
er than 45 days in jail – though he 
must serve 180 days in jail if he 
violates parole.

“You try to differentiate 
between youthful offenders, 
people who do stupid things 
when they’re kids, and first-time 
offenders. You like to give these 
people breaks,” Friedman said.

Edwards pled guilty to the 
lower charge of possession in 
return for dismissal of distribu-
tion charges, according to court 
documents. Edwards was sen-
tenced to six months supervised 
probation but faces 100 days in 
jail if he violates probation, court 
documents state.

The varying levels of sanc-
tions can be due to the amount 
of marijuana confiscated from the 
offender, Friedman said.

Prakash pled guilty on two 

charges: possession with intent to 
distribute and possession of drug 
paraphernalia, according to court 
documents. Documents state he 
was sentenced to supervised pro-
bation and 240 hours of commu-
nity service. 

Once records are expunged, 
court documents are put under 
seal and cannot be accessed, 
Friedman said. 

Despite a FOIA request, MPD 
refused to provide The Hatchet 
with records older than the past 
year. 

Woolfson, of SJS, previ-
ously told The Hatchet that the 
University’s internal disciplinary 
actions are unaffeced by what 
happens in the courts. Students 
arrested by MPD for distribu-
tion charges must go through 
two parallel procccess, the D.C. 
criminal justice system and that 
of SJS. n

–Kaitlyn Jahrling, Harald 
Olsen, Eric Roper and Jake Sherman 

contributed to this report.
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Trachtenberg receives award for public service

by Danielle Meister
Hatchet Reporter 

The Duke Ellington School 
of the Arts awarded University 
President Stephen Joel 
Trachtenberg the first-ever Mike 
Malone Distinguished Service 
Award earlier this month.

Ellington is a local D.C pub-
lic high school that specializes in 
performing arts.  Trachtenberg 
received his award at a fund-
raising gala held at the Warner 
Theater  May 3. Other gala guests 
included executives from JP 
Morgan Chase, EJF Capital, PNC 
Bank and the Kennedy Center 
for the Performing Arts along 
with students from Ellington.

Trachtenberg, an alumnus of 
P.S. 254 in Brooklyn, N.Y., spoke 
of the importance of giving back 
to the community.

“If we are going to be a work-
ing democracy, we need to have 
good public schools available to 
people from all walks of life,” 
he said.

The gala included a perfor-
mance by students, a dinner, the 
award presentation and a fol-
low-up performance that emu-
lated Broadway shows. Thirty 
students dressed in matching 
attire – the boys in red bow ties, 
red cummerbunds, black slacks 
and black shirts and the girls in 
black pants, red sweaters and 
pearls – as they sang and danced 
to renditions of “Dancing in the 
Street,” “It Don’t Mean a Thing” 
and other songs..   

The school created the award 
in memory of Duke Ellington 
School of the Arts co-founder 
Mike Malone, who died in 
December. Malone dedicated his 

life to the advancement of black 
theater in Washington, according 
to a GW news release.

 “He was the stuff of the 
school, the heart, the soul and the 
spirit of the school,” said Peggy 
Cooper Cafritz, the school’s co-
founder and the award present-
er. “There was no school without 
Malone.” 

Trachtenberg said he felt 
what he has done as a university 
president is similar to Malone’s 
artistic accomplishments.

“I have a great love of the 
arts (and) Mike Malone and I 
were both entrepreneurs,” 
Trachtenberg said. “Unless there 
is somebody to put it all togeth-
er, to create the show, you can’t 
have something greater than the 
sum of the parts.”

GW students at the ceremony 
praised Trachtenberg’s fundrais-
ing successes during his tenure 
at GW.

“Trachtenberg transformed 
this institution and took this 

city by storm,” said Student 
Association Senator Matthew 
Cohen (SoB-U). “Under him, GW 
has become the second-largest 
real estate owner (in D.C.) after 
the federal government. Under 
him, GW handed out full col-
lege scholarships to nine lucky 
kids who most likely wouldn’t 
be able to afford college (other-
wise).” 

In 1989, Trachtenberg 
launched the GW 21st Century 
Scholarships, renamed the 
Stephen Joel Trachtenberg 
Scholarships in 1998. Each year, 
Trachtenberg awards nine D.C. 
public high school seniors with 
full four-year scholarships to 
GW that cover tuition, room 
and board, books and general 
fees. 

Since the scholarship’s incep-
tion, GW has paid for the col-
legiate educations of 93 former 
high school students. GW’s total 
financial commitment to the pro-
gram is more than $13.5 million. 

As he leaves his long-stand-
ing tenure at GW this spring, 
Trachtenberg says he will remain 

an independent contributor to 
the Duke Ellington School and 
other D.C. public schools. n

SJT honored at 
gala at the 
Warner Theater

Cody Wix/Hatchet photographer
University President Stephen Joel Trachtenberg receives an award 
from the Duke Ellington School of the Arts earlier this month.  He 
was recognized for his commitment to public service.
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at what times in order to achieve 
their career goals. 

Having contacts or utilizing 
the Career Center does not guar-
antee a student will secure a job 
before May. Senior David Boxer, 
an International Affairs major, 
has been using both techniques 
in his job search but has not seen 
much success.

“(The Career Center) has been 
helpful in putting me in contact 
with organizations,” Boxer said.

Boxer said he believes the job 
market is good for graduating se-
niors this year but added that he 
was not confident many would 
get jobs directly relevant to their 
majors. According to the Career 
Center’s surveys, about 40 per-
cent of seniors get jobs not related 
to their majors.

Biology major Adam Car-
penter, a senior, is trying to avoid 
being part of that 40 percent. He 
will soon begin  part-time gradu-
ate school at Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity and plans to look for a job 
in the field of environmental sci-
ence. 

“Sciences aren’t advertised 
very thoroughly,” Carpenter 
said.

Theresa Chu, a career advisor 
at CareerBuilder.com, described 
the job market this year as “very 
exciting.” In a survey the com-
pany sent to employers, 79 per-
cent said they were hiring college 
graduates, up from 70 percent 
last year, she said.

“It is looking like a good land-
scape regardless of the field,” Chu 
said, adding that it is up to gradu-
ates to leverage their experience

She said academics, research 
opportunities, volunteer work 
and club leadership can be lever-
aged into real-world experience.

One of the most important 
things for graduates looking for 
a job is to do research, Chu said. 
That is, job seekers should learn 
more about the company. Not 
just the nuts and bolts, she said, 
but about the company’s envi-
ronment and style.

Fifty-eight percent of those 
surveyed by GW’s Career Cen-
ter said they used an internship 
position they held while at GW 
as a resource in their job search. 
Next year this pool of respon-
dents include senior Erin Reil-
ly.

Reilly, a journalism major, has 
already started working at WTOP, 
the only all-news radio station 
in the D.C. She started working 
there as an intern the summer of 
her sophomore year.

Because of its status as an 
award-winning station, Reilly said 
her job placement was not typical.

“Normally people don’t get 
hired right (out of school),” Reilly 
said. “I was kind of the exception 
to the rule.” n

the fraternity’s main office agreed 
with the University that the frater-
nity could renew its charter and 
return in 2008.

Delta Tau Delta previously oc-
cupied a house on campus at 2020 
G St. The house was leased to the 
Lambda Chi Alpha fraternity fol-
lowing Delta Tau Delta’s disband-
ing.

“(Delta Tau Delta) still has 
property on campus, so we knew 
they weren’t going to go away 
anytime soon,” DiBitetto said. 
DiBitetto said he is unsure what 
will happen with the property on 
G Street when Delta Tau Delta re-
turns.

Delta Tau Delta has a strong 
alumni network that will help 
with recruitment, including some 
Delta Tau Delta alumni who grad-
uated from GW just last year, DiB-
itetto said.

Among its alumni is Henry 
“Ric” Duquès, an alumnus and 
trustee of GW. In 2002, Duquès 
and his wife, Dawn, donated 
$5 million to construct Duquès 
Hall, the building that houses the 
School of Business. n

DTD
from p. A1



Dylan Aponte  
Andrea Baron  
Tammy Berg  
Priscila Bertel  
Jay Bhatt  
Nicole Boye  
Erik Brown  
Frank Buda  
Hillary Bundy  
Jackie Burns  
Sarah Carr  
Chris Casa  
Payal Chandiramani  
Angela Chang  
Siobhan Chapman  
Priyam Chokshi  
Andrew Cooper  
Scott Crawford  
Amal Daher  
Ryan Davis  
Andrew Degnan  
Brooke DeLancey  
JuDonn DeShields  
Cydnee DeToy  
Jake DiGregorio  
Michael Duffy  
Caitlin Emery  
Leah Engel  
Brian Engel  
Mayra Espinoza  
Jordan Evert  

Sarah Freeman  
Evelyne Freiermuth  
Kinza Ghaznavi  
Ryan Gianetti  
Roxy Gishta  
Sally Goyal  
Paaqua Grant  
Andrew Guran  
Matt Hall  
Angelica Harris  
Kat Hatam  
David Henek  
Colin Herron  
Brandon Hines  
Chasya Hoagland  
Anna Holt  
Alex Horowitz  
Michael Ray Huerta  
Christina Johannsen  
Maura Judkis  
Iranga Kahangama  
Emily Karrs  
Daniel Keegan  
Ashley Keiser  
Meredith Kennedy  
Vishal Khatri  
Elizabeth Kramer  
Diana Kugel  
Craig Kupiec  
Alice Lai   
Josh Lasky  

Cindy Legagneur  
Jaclyn Levy  
Sara Loftin  
Adam Lubin  
Joshua Maak  
Sarah Magallanes  
Erin Maloney  
Iulia Manolache  
Tess Marstaller  
Heather Martin  
John McCormack  
Gillian McGale  
Bryce Mendez  
Katie Meyer  
Laura Mirsch  
Daniel Moskowitz  
Mary Mullis  
Caitlin Neal-Jones  
Kate Neeper  
Nur Nur   
Ei Nyane  
Stephanie Obens-
chain  
Francisco Pardo  
Cindy Perez  
Jessalyn Pinneo  
Laura Prevete  
Rhea Ramkissoon  
Sara Ray  
Deepti Reddy  
Brian Rideout  

Don Rothrauff  
Elliot Rozenberg  
Meg Ryan  
Arielle Samuels  
Nicole Samuels  
Carinna Scotti  
Brandon Sherr  
Andrew Silvia   
Jason Spellberg  
Tanesha S. Stewart  
Dave Stira  
Anthony Sutter  
Kendra Swick  
Lyuba Tartova  
Ciara Taylor-Brown  
Magan Thigpen  
Darby Thompson  
Yoko Uchida  
Dipali Unadkat  
Xenia Vega  
Keith Vient  
Cielo Villasenor  
Matt Vincent  
Neal Viradia  
Joe Walker  
Kriszen Williams  
Sarah Withem  
Sahar Zomorodi 
  

To all our Student Staff, thanks 
for a fantastic first year…

…and Congratulations to the 
2007-08 House Staff!

Jacqueline Abdalla
Abena Akomeah
McCarthy Anum-Ad-
do
Vishal Aswani
Amanda Banik
Michael Barenbrugge
Rebecca Barloon
Selamawit Bedada
Emily Berger
Caitlin Blaney
Kelley Bradin
Adrienne Bruins
Shauna Butler
Dean Carson
Douglass Anne Cart-
wright
Hannah Cary
Emily Castleman
Siobhan Chapman

Shaina Cherry
Andrew Cooper
Shannon Cummings
Jordan David
Julie DeMareo
Christopher Diaz
David Earl
Kara Eusebio
Shaylen Foley
Sarah Freeman
Gregory Frink
Saba Ghorab
Ryan Giannetti
Katerina Girginova
Laura Graham
Kylee Grenis
Andrew Guran
Kat Hatam
Brandon Hines
Brinton Howerton

Jarrad Hubbard
Zach Hunter
Iranga Kahangama
Harshini Kanduru
Noureen Kapadia
Joshua Kolikof
Alice Lai
Sara Loftin
Laura Maas
Kristen McCarthy
Stephanie McCoy
Cory McCrummen
Gillian McHale
Ei Nyane
Ketan Patel
Kamal Patel
Katelyn Payne
Christopher Pugh
Michael Rahimi
Jorge Ramallo

Khaivchandra 
Ramjeawan
Kate Randal
Paul Roos
Meghan Ryan
Gregory Scott
Carinna Scotti
Taylor Shuler
Emma Spaulding
Tim Swenson
Brittany Tarver
Alex Trempus
David Vitale
Kyle Watkins
Nicole Welsh
Carolyn White
Kimberly Whitiak
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Notables honored, 
given degrees

by Niketa Kumer
Hatchet Staff Writer 

This year’s honorary degree recip-
ients are known best as television 
anchors, politicians and heads of pres-
tigious science institutions, but almost 
all the recipients also have ties to the 
world of academia. Some have served 
as professors, others as mentors and 
some even as university administra-
tors. 

Graduates at University 
Commencement 2007 will hear a 
short four- to five-min-
ute speech by each of 
this year’s five honorary 
degree recipients: Wolf 
Blitzer, Lowell Weicker 
Jr., Harvey Fineberg, 
Ralph Cicerone and 
Linda Cropp.

Blitzer anchors CNN’s 
“The Situation Room” 
and is the author of two 
books and numerous 
articles for The New York 
Times, The Washington 
Post and The Wall Street 
Journal. 

“I am thrilled about 
receiving an honorary 
degree at GW. I love this 
University – even though 
I never studied (here),” 
Blitzer wrote in an e-mail 
to The Hatchet. “For 
nearly 20 years, I have 
been affiliated unofficial-
ly with the school as a 
season-ticket holder for 
the basketball games, as 
a host of CNN special 
events televised from the 
campus, as a mentor for many GW 
students who intern at CNN or even-
tually become full-time employees 
and as a friend of many GW profes-
sors.”

After the University’s ini-
tial announcement that outgoing 
University President Stephen Joel 
Trachtenberg would give the keynote 
speech, many students expressed dis-
content with what they saw as his 
attempt to steal the stage from a key-
note speaker potentially more famous 
and less connected with GW than 
himself. Blitzer said he was especially 
honored to receive a degree at what 
would be a significant Commencement 

for Trachtenberg.
“I am especially happy about the 

timing of this degree since it coin-
cides with the retirement of President 
Trachtenberg, a man whom I admire 
so much,” he said. “All this explains 
why I am just so happy about GW’s 
decision to give me this honorary 
degree.”

Former Connecticut Gov. Lowell 
Weicker Jr., who has served as a visit-
ing professor at GW, will share the 
stage at Commencement with his 
graduating granddaughter, Amanda 

Weicker. She will receive 
a Bachelor of Arts from 
the Columbian College of 
Arts and Sciences.  

“This degree means 
more to me than any other 
I’ve received since it will 
be simultaneous with 
when my granddaugh-
ter will be receiving her 
undergraduate degree,” 
Weicker said.

Before serving as 
governor of Connecticut, 
Weicker was a mem-
ber of the U.S. House 
of Representatives from 
1969 to 1971 and the U.S. 
Senate from 1971 to 1989, 
among other elected 
offices. Weicker is also 
the president of Trust 
for America’s Health, a 
non-profit organization 
focused on community 
health and disease pre-
vention advocacy.

Harvey Fineberg 
became president of the 
Institute of Medicine 

in 2001 after serving as provost at 
Harvard University for four years. 
He has also acted as an adviser to the  
Centers for Disease Control and the 
World Health Organization.

“It is a privilege to take part in this 
year’s Commencement exercises with 
all of the faculty and graduates of this 
distinguished institution,” Fineberg 
said. 

Ralph Cicerone, president of 
the National Academy of Sciences, 
also served as the chancellor of the 
University of California, Irvine from 
1998 to 2005.  Linda Cropp was the 

Seniors create environmentally friendly class gift 

Linda Cropp

Wolf Blitzer

Th e gift  of green

by Aya Mueller
Hatchet Reporter 

Following a nationwide trend to 
“go green,” this year’s senior class gift 
will help make GW a more environ-
mentally friendly campus. 

For its parting present, the Class 
of 2007 created the Campus Green 
Fund, an endowment that will fund 
projects to bring more greenery to 
campus, making it more environmen-
tally friendly for current and future 
generations. 

“There has been a big trend 
towards endowments,” said Katie 
Lux, the senior gift coordinator. 

“Because you give back more to the 
University this way and because of 
the longevity of it. Because (this year’s 
gift) is an endowment, it will last the 
University forever.”

Lux and the Senior Gift 
Coordinating Committee specified 
that the money should be used mostly 
for lowering the University’s energy 
needs. Several proposed solutions 
are installing more energy-efficient 
light bulbs and showerheads in resi-
dence halls, adding motion detectors 
around campus to reduce the use of 
electric lighting and putting recycling 
bins in each dorm room. 

Though an environmental 

endowment was proposed last year, 
the Class of 2006 ultimately decided 
against it. The idea resurfaced this 
year and was chosen overwhelmingly 
out of three other proposals. 

“Our gift was voted on about 
early August, and then this year has 
become sort of ‘green madness,’” said 
senior Ariz Matute, events chair for 
the senior class gift. 

The Senior Class Gift Committee 
is selected each year by the gift coor-
dinator and is intended to represent a 
wide variety of graduating students. 
The committee then selects a gift idea 

Alex Ellis/assistant photo editor
Seniors Katie Lux and Jonathan Yanow dance at a fundraising event for the senior class gift. Lux 
is the senior gift coordinator.

See SENIOR, p. B5

See HONORARY, p. B5

by Amanda Dick
Hatchet Staff Writer

Some graduating seniors are 
still disappointed with GW’s deci-
sion to make outgoing University 
President Steven Joel Trachten-
berg the Commencement speaker. 
But while cries for protests and 
walk-outs found their way into 
the national media last month, 
students appear to have dropped 
their plans.

“I am not planning to show 
any respectful or disrespectful 
gestures towards SJT,” said senior 
Katherine Kuhn, creator of the 
Facebook group “COMMENCE-
MENT 2007: SJT better NOT be 
our keynote speaker!” 

“I am going to pretend like he 
left a long time ago and he isn’t at 
our Commencement,” Kuhn said. 
“I am not proud to say I am a Co-
lonial.”

Some seniors have made 
Commencement attendance a 
low priority as an act of protest 
toward the University’s response 
to the issue. 

“I am not planning on attend-
ing,” senior Bryce Pardo said. “If I 
have some free time I might show 
up. I am still upset at how the Uni-
versity, especially SJT, handled the 
issue.”

Many students approve of 
Trachtenberg’s decision to step 
down as keynote speaker, but 
strongly disapprove of the way 
he used the Virginia Tech tragedy 
as justifi cation for his decision. 
Trachtenberg wrote in a campus-
wide e-mail that he chose to step 
down in light of the April shoot-
ings.

“It was an illogical connec-
tion,” said Sarah Fink, a senior. 
“SJT should have recognized stu-
dent protests to his decision to be 
the keynote speaker ... In no way 
does the tragic shooting at Vir-
ginia Tech relate to the keynote 
speaker at GW.”

In place of a keynote speaker, 
the University announced that 
each of the fi ve honorary degree 
recipients would deliver a four- to 
fi ve-minute speech. Trachtenberg 
will deliver a charge to the gradu-
ates.

University offi cials said fi nd-
ing a new speaker in such a short 
period of time would be impossi-
ble, but some students vigorously 
asserted the opposite. 

Senior Robert Testa, who 
started the Facebook group “Ste-
phen Colbert: 2007 Keynote Com-
mencement Speaker,” claimed 

SJT protests lose 
momentum

See PROTEST, p. B5

Student recounts time in Iraq

by Harald Olsen
Hatchet Staff Writer 

Though many graduating 
seniors spent their four years 
at GW studying internation-
al affairs, Iraq war veteran 
Catherine O’Connor learned 
from firsthand experience.

O’Connor, a senior, will 
be the student speaker at 
Commencement this year. She 
returned from Iraq in Jan. 2006 
after beginning her tour of duty 
two years ago.

This is the 14th year 
that a student has spoken at 
Commencement. Student 
Commencement speakers are 
chosen annually by a panel 
of University administrators 
who select a student from each 
school. O’Connor won this year 
for the Columbian College of 
Arts and Sciences. 

“All the candidates were 
wonderful, but O’Connor real-
ly jumped out for the judges,” 
said Jill Kasle, the University 
marshal and a judge. She added 
that O’Connor was chosen 
because of her background and 

unique experiences overseas.
O’Connor said she enlist-

ed in the U.S. Army Reserve 
before attending GW and was 
called up for service after her 
sophomore year. She added 
that she was inspired to join the 
military after Sept. 11 because 
she had many friends and fam-
ily who were working in New 
York City at the time.

“It feels so cliché saying 
that the whole world changed 
that day, but it made the way 
you look at this place differ-
ent,” O’Connor said.

 After a year of military 
training, O’Connor spent 
seven months on the Al Asad 
airbase in western Iraq as 
a data networking systems 
specialist. Her primary job 
was to keep the base’s com-
puter networks operational. 

She said that life in Iraq 
was “96 percent boring, 4 
percent really scary.” Though 
she was targeted several 
times by mortars, she said 
she was not targeted nearly 
as frequently as transporta-
tion and infantry units.

“It was a cool thing to 
do and I am glad I did it, but 
it was less like ‘Saving Private 
Ryan’ and more like ‘Jarhead,’” 
O’Connor said.

For her upcoming speech 
at Commencement, O’Connor 
said she tried to combine her 

views of life both inside and 
outside of GW.

“I tried to make it some-
thing that other students would 
relate to,” O’Connor said. “At 
the same time I think there is 
something to be learned from 
time not spent at GW.”

Tracy Schario, director of 
Media Relations, was one of the 
judges that selected O’Connor 
as the speaker. She said that 
O’Connor’s audition speech 
was very compelling.

“(The speech) was very per-
sonable, yet very applicable to 

the diversity of graduates and 
parents and guests,” Schario 
said.

Schario has judged the stu-
dent speaker competition for 
the past three years, and said 
a student speaker is a valuable 

addition to any graduation.
Jeffrey Burson, a close 

friend of O’Connor, said he 
has confidence she will pres-
ent a very moving speech. 
Burson received his Ph.D in 
history from GW last August 
and will walk at this year’s 
Commencement.

“She’s very good at taking a 
lot of complicated experiences 
and distilling it in a very mean-
ingful way,” Burson said. “I 
suspect a lot of (the speech) will 
have to do with ... not being 
afraid to make a difference now 

that you are done with your 
college degree,” he added.

After she graduates, 
O’Connor said she plans 
to work fulltime as a pub-
lic policy analyst for Akin 
Gump, a Washington law 
firm, though she is still in 
the Army Reserve.

 Though O’Connor 
has had an atypical college 
experience, she said the 
greatest challenge for most 
GW students will be leav-
ing Foggy Bottom.

“For the most part, we 
all go to Gelman, we all 

go to J Street, we all go to 
McFadden’s on Thursdays,” 
O’Connor said of GW students. 
“There’s a lot to be said for the 
GW experience, but as soon as 
we leave here it’s not going to 
be the same.” n

Iraq War veteran 
to speak at 2007
Commencement

“It was a cool thing to do and 
I am glad I did it, but it was 

less like ‘Saving Private Ryan’ 
and more like ‘Jarhead.”

CATHERINE O’ CONNOR
IRAQ WAR VETERAN AND 

GRADUATING SENIOR
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Metro Service
Guests may take the Metro 

to the Smithsonian or L’Enfant 
Plaza station (near the Smith-
sonian Castle) on the Blue 
and Orange lines, and walk 
toward the Capitol for seat-
ing. The Metro opens at 7 a.m.  
Sundays. Guests may also ride 
the Metro to the Foggy Bot-
tom/GWU station and then 
take the shuttle buses to the 
ceremony from campus. The 
Foggy Bottom/GWU Metro 
station is located on 23rd 
and I streets, one block from 
where the shuttle buses will 
be located.  

Shuttle Bus Service
Guests may also utilize the 

campus shuttle bus service lo-
cated on I Street between 21st 
and 22nd streets. Shuttle bus-
es are for all graduates and 
guests and will operate con-
tinuously from 7:30 a.m. until 
1 p.m. The buses will depart 
the National Mall from desig-
nated locations near the Mall. 
Shuttle bus service can be-
come crowded. Plan to board 
buses no later than 8:15 a.m. 

if you plan to see or be in the 
academic procession.  

H a n d i c a p p e d - A c c e s s i b l e 
Shuttle Bus

W h e e l c h a i r - a c c e s s i b l e 
buses will provide regular 
transportation to and from the 
National Mall from 7:30 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. on the day of Com-
mencement. The University 
parking garages are wheel-
chair accessible. Shuttle buses 
with wheelchair lifts will pick 
up passengers on the north 
side of I Street between 21st 
and 22nd streets. Both the 
guests in the wheelchair and 
the entire party of accompany-
ing guests may use the wheel-
chair-accessible buses.

Taxis
A trip to the National Mall 

from a downtown hotel via 
taxi will cost about $8 to $15 
depending on the distance 
traveled and number of peo-
ple. Taxis usually are available 
on streets lining the National 
Mall after the Commencement 
ceremony.

Source: University Events

Friday, May 18

8 a.m.
NROTC Commissioning Ceremony 
Marine Corps War Memorial. For 
more information call (202) 994-
5880.

11 a.m.
Elliott School of International Affairs 
Celebration
Smith Center. Tickets required. For 
more information call (202) 994-
3002.

1:30 p.m.
Doctoral Hooding Ceremony
Lisner Auditorium. Tickets required. 
For more information, call (202) 
994-7129.

3 p.m.
Interfaith Baccalaureate Service
Western Presbyterian Church. 
For more information call (202) 
994-7129.

4 p.m.
The School of Business 
Undergraduate Celebration
Smith Center. Tickets required. For 
more information call (202) 994-
8252.

7:30 p.m.
The School of Business Graduate 
Celebration
Smith Center. Tickets required. For 
more information call (202) 994-
8252.

Saturday, May 19

8 a.m.
The Graduate School of Education 
and Human Development Celebration
Smith Center. Tickets required. For 
more information call (202) 994-
2194.

9 a.m.
The Phi Beta Kappa Installation
Lisner Auditorium. Tickets required. 
For more information call (202) 
994-0514.

12 p.m.
First Columbian College of Arts and 
Sciences Celebration 
Smith Center. Tickets required. For 
more information call (202) 994-
6210

12 p.m.
The School of Public Health and Health 
Services Celebration
Lisner Auditorium. Tickets required. For 
more information call (202) 994-2632.

3:30 p.m.
Second Columbian College of Arts 
and Sciences Celebration 
Smith Center. Tickets required. For 
more information call (202) 994-
6210.

4 p.m.
The School of Medicine and Health 
Sciences, Health Science 
Graduates Celebration
Lisner Auditorium. Tickets required. 
For more information call (202) 
994-0437.

7 p.m.
College of Professional Studies
Dorothy Betts Marvin Theatre, 
Cloyd Heck Marvin Center. Tickets 
required. For more information call 
(202) 994-2083.

7:30 p.m.
The School of Engineering and 
Applied Science Celebration
Smith Center. Tickets required. For 
more information call (202) 994-
5411.

8:30 p.m. until 11:30 p.m.
Monumental Celebration 
Union Station. Tickets required.

Sunday, May 20

9:30 a.m. 
The procession begins. 
National Mall. Tickets required. For 
more information call (202) 994-
7129. Alternate site, Verizon Center, 
11:00 a.m.

10 a.m.
The University Commencement 
begins. It is expected to last about 
two hours.

2:30 p.m.
The Law School Celebration
Smith Center. Tickets required. For 
more information call (202) 994-
6288.

2:30 p.m.
The School of Medicine and Health 
Sciences, M.D. Candidate Celebration
Lisner Auditorium. Tickets required. 

Commencement weekend information

campus mapscHEDuLE OF EVENTs

This page includes all the information 
graduates, friends and family need to know 

about Commencement 2007. 

TRaNspORTaTION

sEaTING cHaRT

cITY map 

Location
      The alternate site for Sunday’s Com-
mencement ceremony is Verizon Center, 
located at 601 F St., N.W. (on the Red, Yel-
low and Green Metro lines at the Gallery 
Place/Chinatown stop). The ceremony 
will begin at 11 a.m. Doors will open at 9 
a.m. Verizon Center is an air-conditioned 
space large enough to accommodate all of  
guests holding alternate site tickets. These 
tickets are light yellow in color and have 
alternate site information printed on the 
back. All graduates, faculty, staff, plat-
form party participants and guests with 
light yellow tickets should proceed to Ve-
rizon Center as directed. 
 

Info on Change
Current information on the status of 

Commencement weekend events will be 
available on a 24-hour basis from Monday, 
May 14, through Sunday, May 20 at (202) 
994-5050. This recorded information will 
be updated immediately in the event of 
changes to the weekend  schedule and/or 
Sunday ceremony. In addition, should it be 
necessary to move from the National Mall 
to the alternate site or make any other late 
changes to the ceremony, public service an-
nouncements regarding start time and oth-
er details will be carried by radio stations 
WTOP at FM 103.5 and WMAL at 630 AM. 
Information updates will also be available 
at www.commencement.gwu.edu 

aLTERNaTE LOcaTION
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Delicious dishes 
Where to eat in D.C.

Hop on / hop off

BLUE/ORANGE LINE:

Nationals baseball game – Take 
the Blue/Orange line to the Stadium-
Armory stop to catch a game by the 
Washington Nationals. The District’s 
baseball team will be hosting home 
games all throughout the week, play-
ing night games at 7:30 p.m. against the 
Atlanta Braves May 14 through May 16, 
as well as an afternoon game May 17 at 
1:05 p.m. After that, the Nationals will 
play three more home games against the 
Baltimore Orioles on May 18 through 
May 20.

Tickets start at just 
$5 and can be purchased 
through the Nationals’ 
website at washington.
nationals.mlb.com or at 
the stadium’s box office.

The Monuments 
and the National Mall 
– If you’re in a walk-
ing mood, set off on 
foot from Foggy Bottom 
down 23rd Street for a 
10-minute walk to the 
Lincoln Memorial. Then 
walk past the Vietnam 
War Memorial and the 
Reflecting Pool towards 
the World War II 
Memorial. From there, 
you can choose to either 
continue on toward the 
Washington Monument and the 
National Mall, or walk around 
the Tidal Basin to see the FDR 
and the Jefferson memorials.

If you’d rather Metro it, 
take the Blue/Orange line to 
the Smithsonian station, which 
lets you off in the middle of 
the Mall, where you can walk 
towards the Capitol or see any 
one of the fascinating (and free) 
Smithsonian museums, includ-
ing the Museum of Natural 
History, the Hirshhorn Art 
Museum and the Air and Space 

Museum.

RED LINE:

Gal lery  Place /
Chinatown – Take the 
Red line to Gallery Place/
Chinatown 
for some 
of the best 
c u l t u r e 
and art 
D.C. has to 
offer. The 
r e c e n t l y 
renovated 
N a t i o n a l 
P o r t r a i t 

Gallery is a great place 
to visit with the fam-
ily, housing numerous 
famous portraits of well-
known Americans from 
George Washington to 
Marilyn Monroe and 
Shaquille O’Neal. A spe-
cial exhibit featuring 
photography from the famous photo-
journalist Harry Benson is on display at 
the gallery. Benson is best known for his 
signature photographs he took for sever-
al publications since the 1950s, including 
The Beatles’ arrival in America and the 
assassination of Robert F. Kennedy, as 

well as photos of the Reagans, Michael 
Jackson and even President George W. 
Bush.

Adams Morgan - If you’re crav-
ing good drinking and nightlife culture, 
head over to the Adams Morgan neigh-
borhood for one of the most diverse bar 

selections the District has to offer. The 
Adams Morgan Metro stop can be a bit 
deceiving, however, as the main strip of 
bars (located at 18th Street, N.W. and 
Columbia Road) is actually a 10-minute 
walk from the station, across the Calvert 
Street bridge. Great food and live music 
can also be found here, with ethnic 
restaurants featuring everything from 
Mexican to Ethiopian cuisine, and music 
venues showcasing everything from reg-
gae to salsa to jazz.

 
GREEN/YELLOW LINE:

U Street – Take the Green/Yellow 
line to the U Street/African-American 
Civil War Memorial/Cardozo stop for 
excellent food, music and nightlife. Get 
a world famous chili dog from Ben’s 
Chili Bowl (1213 U St., N.W.), then head 
over to Twins Jazz Club (1344 U St., 
N.W.) or Utopia (1418 U St., N.W.) for 
some great live jazz.

Captain White’s Seafood Market 
– Get off at L’Enfant Plaza 
and walk toward the water 
to experience one of D.C.’s 
greatest hidden food trea-
sures – the seafood mar-
ket. All reasonably priced, 
there is no better place to 
buy fresh fish or live crabs 
to take home and cook, or 
to just order some oysters 
on the half-shell or a sea-
food plate of fried shrimp 
and crab cakes to eat on the 
water. If you’d rather sit and 
eat, there are several seafood 
restaurants located along the 
waterfront to eat as well. n

by Brendan Polmer 
Arts Editor

Need some ideas of things to do around the District during Commencement week?  Check out some of these
great destinations around D.C. that are fun for the whole family and easily accessible by Metro.

photos by Nick Gingold and Ben Solomon

Adams Morgan/Red Line

Stadium-Armory/
Blue & Orange Line

U Street/
Green & Yellow Line

Smithsonian/Blue & Orange Line

by Erika Tepler
Hatchet Staff Writer

Commencement weekend 
involves a whirlwind of activi-
ties that inevitably include at least 
one big family dinner 
and a few other light-
er meals out on the 
town. Unfortunately, 
the most famous 
and expensive res-
taurants have all 
been booked up 
for Friday and 
Saturday night 
since December, 
but that won’t 
preclude a reser-
vation-less fam-
ily from enjoy-
ing a nice meal. 
There are plenty 
of other places 
around our 
nation’s capi-
tol to satisfy 
almost any 
palate.

L a u r i o l 
Plaza, locat-
ed at 1835 
18th St., NW 
in Adams 
Morgan, is a 
popular desti-
nation for GW students who want 
something better than Au Bon Pain 
but cheaper than Kinkead’s for a 
nice dinner out. It’s a hot spot for 
first dates, birthdays and the 
last day of exams. The 
fajitas are served siz-
zling and scrump-
tious and all the 
other meals 
aren’t too 
shabby either 
– you’ll find 
y o u r s e l f 
s t i c k i n g 
your fork 
across the 
table onto 
A u n t 
B e t t y ’ s 
p l a t e . 
But what 
L a u r i o l 
is best 
known for 
are the fro-
zen margar-
itas. Regular, 
strawberry or 
swirled, they 
are refreshing, 
vibrant and will 
calm any pre-gradua-
tion jitters. Lauriol doesn’t 
take reservations, so you know 
they won’t be booked for the 
weekend. But be prepared to wait 
on the front patio with your salt-

rimmed drink for a while because 
on Saturday night, the place is 
packed as tight as their chimi-
changa.  

 If it’s Asian food that 
you’re looking for, Café Asia (1720 
I St., NW near Farragut West) is 

the place to be. 
If the gradu-
ate wants pad 
Thai, the little 
sister wants 

yaki soba and 
Mom and Dad 
want sushi, 
the menu will 
be a perfect fit. 
The selection 
is also vegetar-
ian friendly– 
almost all of the 
main entrees are 
designed with a 
choice of vege-
tables, chicken, 
beef or shrimp. 
The eclectic 
menu is unique 
but what really 
separates this 
restaurant from 
other D.C. din-
ing centers is 
the decor. Along 
the entrance 
wall are square, 
neon light pan-

els that constantly shift colors. 
The chairs are modern and sleek 
and the lighting is dim against 
the white walls and metal sur-
faces. Café Asia also has an exot-

ic drink menu including a 
‘Strawberry Shortcake’ 

drink. Unfortunately, 
the exotic drinks all 

costs around $10 so 
you might want 

to stick with a 
creamy Thai 
iced tea.  

 I f 
you’re a little 
more adven-
turous, it’s 
worth check-
ing out Penang 
at 1837 M 
St., NW. 
It’s a trendy 
yet elegant 

Malaysian res-
taurant boasting 

a large and exotic 
menu. The Buah 

Mango, chicken or 
shrimp tossed with 

peppers and mango 
slices in a spicy mango 

sauce, is a sweet and sour 
mouth-watering treat. It will 

pair quite nicely with one of their 
fruity drinks- like a crisp melontini 

See FOOD GUIDE, p. B10

by Jake DiGregorio
Contributing Arts Editor

So you’ve gone to school for four years now in a 
city known the world over for its jazz scene. For all 
you seniors, this might be your last chance. Besides, 
now that your parents are in town, you can show them 
how cultured you’ve become over this very expensive 
stay in Foggy Bottom.

Mike Stern and Dennis Chambers will bring their unbe-
lievably skilled jazz-fusion to Blues Alley in Georgetown 
(1073 Wisconsin Ave., N.W.) from May 15-20. The pair will 
feature a very special bassist each night. Victor Wooten, 
who has recently gained college-age popularity by playing 
with the likes of the Dave Matthews Band in addition to 
his forty some-odd years of pure chops, will perform with 
the two from the May 15-17.  Richard Bona, another of the 
most influential bass players of our time, will fill in for 
Wooten after that. Shows are at 8 p.m. and 10 p.m., with 
tickets running $37.75 – perfect if your folks are fronting 
the bill. Blues Alley is truly a musical landmark in D.C. 
and there is no better way to experience it than checking 
out some living legends doing what they do best.

However, if the price tag is an issue, which is 
understandable, there are plenty of jazz clubs around 

by Caitlin DeMerlis 
Contributing Arts Editor

Grappling for something to keep 
you and your parents entertained 
during commencement week? Here’s 
a fresh idea: take them to a show. 
D.C. is currently participating in the 
“Shakespeare in Washington” pro-
gram, so if your parents are into iam-
bic pentameter, you’re in luck. 

Now playing at the Shakespeare 
Theatre, “Titus Andronicus” is bring-
ing all of its gore to the D.C. stage. 
Directed by Gale Edwards, who has 
earned much success at the theatre for 
directing both “Hamlet” and “Richard 
III,” “Titus Andronicus” is one of 
Shakespeare’s earliest works and is 
said to be his most violent. The trage-
dy centers around the character, Titus, 
a Roman general who rages against 
Tamora, Queen of the Goths. Seems 
like a typical Shakespearean text; vio-
lence occurs, someone 
vows to seek revenge, 
multiple story lines 
play out, somebody 
goes “crazy,” and 
everyone dies in the 
end. 

H o w e v e r , 
unlike many of 
Shakespeare’s other, 
more tame works, 
this show is certainly 
not for the faint of 
heart. Titus kills one 
of Tamora’s sons in 
the beginning of the 
play, launching the 
Queen into a mission 
of revenge. Tamora 
then frames two of Titus’s sons for 
murder and has them beheaded. Next, 
she convinces her own sons to rape 
Titus’s daughter, Lavinia. The sons 

rape Lavinia and cut off her hands and 
tongue to prevent her from speaking 
of the crime. Oh, and don’t forget the 
human pie. These killings are merely 
scratching the surface of the violence 
that occurs in “Titus Andronicus.” 
Rape, beheadings and cannibalism 
spice up Shakespeare’s text, paving the 
way for a very entertaining play. 

“Titus Andronicus” runs about two 
hours and 35 minutes and will be play-
ing until May 20. For tickets, contact 
the box office at (202) 547-1122 or visit 
their website at www.shakespearethe-
atre.org.

Have a hankering for “Hamlet,” but 
can’t find the real deal? Try checking 
out the Studio Theater’s performance 
of “Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are 
Dead.” Told from the perspective of 
Shakespeare’s two minor characters, 
“Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are 
Dead” follows two of Hamlet’s bud-
dies through their own adventures 

in Denmark. The 
two minor characters 
become the major 
focus of playwright 
Tom Stoppard’s piece, 
creating an interest-
ing view of both the 
action in “Hamlet” 
and the characters 
themselves. A com-
edy full of bizarre 
characters, witty 
repartee and many 
talks about existen-
tialism, Stoppard 
provides audiences 
with a unique look at 
Shakespeare. n

“Rosencrantz and 
Guildenstern Are Dead” opens May 16 at 
the Studio Theatre. For tickets, call (202) 
332-3300, or visit their website at studio-
theatre.org.  

Classic violence
Shakespeare in Washington

“Rape, beheadings and 
cannibalism spice up 

Shakespeare’s text, pav-
ing the way for a very 

entertaining play.”

Brendan Polmer/Hatchet photographer

CONCERTCALENDAR

May 14 – Washington National Opera presents 
Macbeth – Kennedy Center – $68-$170

May 15-20 – Mike Stern & Dennis Chambers (w/ Victor 
Wooten, Richard Bona) – Blues Alley – $37.75

May 15 – Stephen Stills – Birchmere Music Hall 
– $65

May 16 – The Arctic Monkeys with Be Your Own Pet 
– 9:30 Club – Sold Out

May 16-17 – Dark Star Orchestra (Grateful Dead 
cover band) – State Theatre – $24

May 17 – Gwen Stefani – Nissan Pavilion – $25-$69

May 18 – Elvis Costello and the Imposters – 9:30 
Club – $75

May 18 – Black Sabbath – Merriweather Post 
Pavilion – $29.50-$49.50

May 18 – KRS One – Black Cat – $20

May 19 – National Symphony Orchestra remembers 
Mstislav Rostropovich – Kennedy Center – $45-$80

May 19 – Seal – Merriweather Post Pavilion – $40-
$75

May 19 – Grace Potter & the Nocturnals – State 
Theatre - $15

May 21 – Joseph Arthur and the Lonely Astronauts 
– 9:30 Club – $15

See MUSIC, p. B10

music preview: commencement
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Four administrators to depart at semester’s end

by Alexa Millinger
Senior Staff Writer

University President Stephen Joel 
Trachtenberg is not the only admin-
istrator departing from GW at the 
end of this semester. Several other 
administrators including Executive 
Director of University Events Jim 
Hess, Assistant Vice President 
of Alumni Relations Scott Mory, 
Director of Housing Programs James 
Kohl and Vice President and General 
Counsel Dennis Blumer are also end-
ing their careers in Foggy Bottom.

Jim Hess
Executive Director of University 

Events Jim Hess will leave at the end 
of this year to become the director 

of Alumni and Community Affairs 
at Grinnell College in Iowa. Hess 
started at GW in 1989 in the Campus 
Activities Office, now known as the 
Student Activities Center, and has 
been with University Events since 
1998.

Hess’ job was to coordinate a 
variety of school events, includ-
ing Commencement weekend, 
Freshman Convocation and George 
Washington’s annual birthday cel-
ebration.

“I love the variation.” Hess said. 
“From doing events with the presi-
dent of the United States outdoors 
on the National Mall, to doing a 
dedication of the raven statue in 
front of Old Main.”

Michael Freedman, vice presi-
dent of Communications, said Hess 
has always vested all of his energy 
into planning and physically arrang-
ing University events.

“He has given his head, heart and 
soul, and everyone at the University 
is indebted to him for the way he led 
University Events,” Freedman said. 

Hess said the University has 
changed very much since he first 
arrived on campus, and he credits 
that achievement to the “imagination 
and energy” of Trachtenberg. 

 “Everything that I have done 
here, that has made my job so enjoy-
able day to day, has come from the 
energy and passion (Trachtenberg) 
brought to the University,” Hess 
said. 

Scott Mory
Scott Mory, assistant vice presi-

dent of Alumni Relations, will also 
leave the University and will take 
a similar job at the University of 
Southern California. Mory, 32, com-
pleted his undergraduate career at 
GW in 1996 and also pursued a law 
degree from the Law School.

Mory said he realized his pas-
sion for alumni relations work after 
joining the Board of Trustees in 2002, 
and subsequently becoming execu-
tive director of Alumni Relations.  

“I love traveling around the 
country and the world and meeting 

people and hearing about why they 
love GW,” Mory said. “Alumni rela-
tions is all about getting to know 
people, helping them reconnect with 
their friends, with GW.”

Mory said he helped change the 
face of GW’s alumni program by 
expanding it to more people and add-
ing new programs such as reunions 
and young alumni networks.

Joe Bondi, who worked alongside 
Mory until last year, said Mory’s 
impact on the University has been 
immense.  

“He has really taken alumni pro-
grams from five to 60 in an unbeliev-
able amount of time,” Bondi said. 
“And he has done that all through 
his desire to see GW become a better 
place.” 

Mory said although he will miss 
the campus where he has spent the 
last 15 years, he plans to keep in 
contact with people at GW as an 
alumnus.

James Kohl
James Kohl, director of Housing 

Programs, will move back to New 
England after five years working 
at GW. Kohl began working at the 
University in 2002 as the director of 
Freshman Services.

He said he has been impressed 
with the University’s openness to 
new, innovative ideas. Kohl said dur-
ing his tenure, the housing office has 
gone through a lot of changes.

Within GW Housing Programs, 
Kohl’s concentration was house life, 
where he aided in the constant evo-
lution of the living and learning 
communities, as well as the devel-
opment of new staff and resident 
programs.

Kohl said GW Housing Programs 
often serves as an example for other 
universities, mostly because of the 
practice of placing students in inter-
est-based communities and involv-
ing students in the housing process.

“The residential environment is 
a great place for students to develop 
skills,” Kohl said. 

Hess, Mory, Kohl, 
Blumer will leave 
Foggy Bottom

See ADMIN, p. B9

first woman elected to chair to 
the Council of the District of 
Columbia, where she served 
from 1997 to 2007. This past 
fall she lost the Democratic 
primary for mayor of D.C. to 
then-Councilmember Adrian 
Fenty. Cicerone and Cropp 
could not be reached for com-

ment.
Because Trachtenberg 

stepped down as keynote 
speaker following the shoot-
ings at Virginia Tech, the allot-
ted time for each honorary 
degree recipient to speak is sig-
nificantly longer than the one 
or two minutes they are nor-
mally allowed. Trachtenberg 
will still speak and instead will 
deliver the charge to graduates 
as he does traditionally at the 
ceremony.  n

HONORARY
from p. B1

after a vote via e-mail by the entire 
senior class, and subsequently 
starts raising money to fund the 
gift.

This year, the committee 
raised more than $38,000 from 
seniors and parents, all of which 
will be redistributed to GW in 
annual increments of $2,000, Lux 
said. 

“I don’t know much about it, 
but I think it’s great,” said senior 
Kirk Haldeman, a former Student 
Association senator.

Some seniors said they 
opposed the idea of giving any 
senior gift, after four years of pay-
ing tuition and various University 
fees. 

“Why would we be giving a 
gift? They should give us a gift for 
paying a million dollars to come 
here,” said senior Charla Szabo. 

“There is a strong mental-
ity that ‘I don’t need to give the 
University any more money,’” 
Matute said. “What I’ve learned is 
that it’s actually good to donate as 
it goes towards the advancement 
of the University itself and ulti-
mately makes our degree better.”

Nancy Haaga, director of 

Auxiliary and Institutional 
Services, said the environmentally 
friendly theme will be a great 
addition to campus. 

“It is important for individu-
als to realize that we are all part 
of a larger community and the 
actions of one person can make 
a big difference,” Haaga said in 
an e-mail.

The tradition of the senior 
gift began in the 1980s, according 
to various University Web sites. 
Several past gifts that are visible 
around campus include phone 
booths, mosaics and gardens. 

In 2004, the senior class cre-
ated a fund that supplies books to 
the Gelman Library each year. The 
Class of 2005 created a scholarship 
fund in memory of Sept. 11 that 
honors a rising senior each year 
who has dedicated his or her time 
at GW to public service.

Last year, the Class of 2006 
raised $47,000 and established the 
Community Service Project Fund, 
which gives grants to student 
organizations doing community 
service work.

“If the money will actually 
be used for what we want it to 
be used for, it will leave a last-
ing impact on the school, which 
I think is the point of a class gift,” 
senior Leah Engel said. “I think 
the gift is a great idea.” n

SENIOR
from p. B1

that several companies who 
represent notable speakers were 
available to speak on short no-
tice. 

“I attempted to organize a 
group of individuals to drive 
to New York City to wait in the 
standby line for the Colbert Re-
port and share our story with 
fellow fans, but there was not 
enough interest at the time,” 
Testa said. “I truly believe that 
if students pushed hard enough, 
Colbert would come to GW.”

Other seniors have moved on 
and have no interest in protesting 
or skipping the ceremony. 

“While I was annoyed by the 
fact that he was the keynote, I 
would not miss my college grad-

uation because of it. Commence-
ment is a once in a lifetime expe-
rience,” senior Robert Swan said.

Despite the complaints and 
indignation that Commence-
ment has garnered already, some 
students believe the day will be a 
joyous one. 

“We will have five great 
speakers in attendance on May 
18, and my family and I will be 
in attendance at Commencement 
for a day of great celebration,” 
said Maxwell Fine, a senior ma-
joring in economics and geogra-
phy. 

Other seniors have decided 
to attend the ceremony out of re-
spect for Trachtenberg.

“I do not approve of be-
ing rude,” said Lauren Knight, 
a senior. “After all, despite 
complaints, he did accomplish 
much for this school and us as 
students.”n

PROTEST
from p. B1
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Gregory Camp, 22, came to 
GW thinking he was going to 
study cultural diplomacy, but 

then music just started tak-
ing over.

“Music is more active 
and it’s not boring,” Camp 
said. “You can study and 
perform it at the same 
time and it requires work-
ing with a team.”

But the type of mu-
sic Camp is interested 
in is not what you 
would expect. For his 
senior honors thesis 
he studied Gregorian 
chant of the ninth 
century from its first 
manuscripts. He put 
together a group 
of nine GW stu-
dents and taught 
them how to read 
and perform the 
neumes, an early 
form of musical 
notations made 
of dots and dash-
es. Performing 
the chants with 

the manuscripts as a guide 
made it a deeper, more reflective 

performance, he said.
Gregorian chanting sounds 

like dynamic meditation music 
with a twist of ornamentation, 
Camp said. He encouraged his 
choir to improvise and contrib-
ute personal renderings to the 
music. Originally, he wanted 
to update the neumes and get 
something brand-new but he 
ended up settling for a creative 
final product with a different 
sound.

His interest in Gregorian 
chanting was sparked when he 
spent a semester abroad study-
ing at the Sorbonne in Paris. His 
class on musical paleography, 
the study of old manuscripts, 
introduced him to Gregorian 
chanting and he was intrigued 
by the ancient texts. While he 
was in Paris he attended three 
concerts a week, totaling 35 con-
certs by the end of his stay. He 
also studied abroad in Rome.

Other than French and Ital-
ian, Camp speaks a little Croa-
tian and Slovenian. The GW 
Singers, a choir group for which 
Camp is secretary and publicist, 
will be touring Croatia, Slovenia 
and Venice this summer. Camp 

will not sing a piece if he does 
not understand the lyrics.

“If I started singing a lot of 
Russian music, well, then I’d 
have to learn Russian,” Camp 
said.

After a summer at home in 
Denver, Camp is off to Oxford 
with a full ride to get a master’s 
in musicology. His ultimate goal 
is a Ph. D in musicology and to 
teach in a university or work in 
arts administration.

When describing musi-
cology, Camp quoted Dmitri 
Shostakovich, a Russian com-
poser: “Our cook prepared the 
scrambled eggs for us and we 
are eating them. Now imagine 
a person who did not cook the 
eggs and does not eat them, but 
talks about them – that is a mu-
sicologist.”

But even though Camp, a 
baritone, enjoys the side to mu-
sic that is neither performing nor 
composing, he said he plans to 
continue singing.

“It’s important not just to 
study music, but to perform it,” 
he said. “Take Mozart for ex-
ample. The opera only matters if 
someone performs it.” n

Michael Fauver has always 
been a storyteller. Instead of 
his parents reading him bed-
time stories, he made up his 
own. In the fourth grade, he 
attended writing conferences 
with his teacher and knew 
that one day he would be a 
novelist.

After graduation, Fauver, 
23, will be spending a month 
at Yaddo, a prestigious art-
ists’ community in upstate 
New York, where he can begin 
working on his first novel.

“It sounds so Walden-
esque. An artists’ community,” 
Fauver said. “So few people 
can make a living as an artist, 
but you go to Yaddo to just be 
an artist. You don’t have to 
worry about the strains of ev-
eryday life.”

Inspired by Salman Rush-
die and Jonathan Safran Foer, 
he has taken an interest in 
magical realism. His novel, 
tentatively titled “Why I 
Won’t Remember Who You 
Are,” will explore the story 
of a single town and the un-
derpinnings of history in the 
making.

“Magical realism lets me 
break free of what I always 

thought a story should be. It 
can be crazy and wild, but be-
lievable and human all at the 
same time,” Fauver said.

After a month at Yaddo, 
Fauver (who describes F. Scott 

Fitzgerald’s sentences as “gor-
geous”) wants to do something 
traumatic. He will be travel-
ing around Southeast Asia for 
a while, but also wants to do 
something, as one professor 

advised him, where “bullets 
whiz past your face.” Maybe 
he will work at a morgue for 
a while, he said jokingly, or 
join the Peace Corps. He said 
he plans to do something that 
will give him the type of life 
experiences that he can wring 
out and redesign into plots 
and characters.

Fauver, editor in chief of 
the student literary magazine 
Wooden Teeth, grew up in a 
household of music and cre-
ativity. His family was that 
“dorky family that sings in 
the van on vacation.” He stud-
ied piano for two years at the 
University of Michigan before 
coming to GW. His twin broth-
er is studying musical theater 
and his sister is in her high 
school marching band. But 
other than music, what really 
makes him tick is the energy 
jolt he gets when writing.

For those spontaneous 
thoughts or great sentences 
that pop into his head, he car-
ries a small turquoise-green 
notepad to jot them down; 
otherwise they are lost forev-
er. He keeps another notebook 
full of sentences that begin 
with “What if.” The what if’s 
then become story ideas.

“When I think about things 
I want to write I get physically 
excited,” Fauver said. “People 
want to read stuff that excites 
them. I mean, who wants to 
look at boring art? It should 
be an experience.” n
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Without Justin Neidig, 
the student body would have 
to work a little harder to get 
things done.

Neidig, 22, has served on 
the senate rules and finance 
committees of the Stu-
dent Association. He has 
been the chairman of the 
Joint Elections Commit-
tee, an independent body 
that administers student 
elections. He has also 
served as the fundraising 
chair of the senior class gift 
committee and been an ac-
tive member in the College 
Republicans. But his proud-
est accomplishment, he said,  
has been serving as vice 
president of his fraternity, Pi 
Kappa Alpha.

“I always strive to be a 
student leader. I like to give 
a voice and to articulate a po-
sition at a time when others 
can’t or are unable to do so,” 
Neidig said. “For most stu-
dents, it’s especially hard to 
articulate views and deal with 
the administration and mobi-

lize. I like being the person 
they can go to for help.”

When Neidig first got 
involved in student organi-
zations four years ago, he 
said he was a lot more ideal-
istic than he is today, but he 
still upholds the principles 

that he has had since the be-
ginning. Neidig said he has 
learned that along with practi-
cality comes disap-

pointment. Sometimes he has 
to tell students that when they 
want to pursue something 
through the administration, 
they may not have a case and 
should probably drop it or try 
something else.

“It’s always hard to say 
that to someone, simply be-
cause I really 

want to help them, and they 
feel that what they’re trying 
to do is important,” he said.

Going hand in hand with 
his desire to represent the little 

Gregory Camp – 
International Affairs, Music and Italian

Pisei Chea’s passion for 
Cambodia was intensified by 
“Children of Cambodia’s Kill-
ing Fields: Memoirs by Survi-
vors” by Dirth Pran. She picked 
it up during her freshman year, 
and its impact on her was so 
great that four years later, she 
decided to write a rhetorical 
analysis about the novel as her 
senior communication thesis.

Chea, who is applying for 
fellowships to go to Cambodia 
and is an alternate for a Ful-
bright Scholarship, presented 
her senior thesis at two con-
ferences: the 33rd Annual De-
Pauw Undergraduate Honors 
Conference in March and The 
Theodore Clevenger Under-
graduate Honors Conference 
last month.

Chea, 21, also has a per-
sonal connection to Cambo-
dia as her parents are natives 
of the country. Although she 
has never been and her fam-
ily hasn’t visited Cambodia in 
the last 40 years, the Southeast 
Asian nation has a large influ-
ence on her life. After learning 
so much about the country and 

making it a part of her com-
munication thesis, she plans 
to step on Cambodian soil for 
the first time in September, 
she said.

“I want to be able to do 
something about one of the 
biggest problems there: 
land mines and victims,” 
Chea said.

Chea’s other passion 
is community service. 
She has always been 
dedicated to helping 
others and finds that 
community service 
is one of her natural 
instincts. She is the 
president of Circle K, 
a community service 
organization at GW, 
and has been doing 
community service for 
most of her life, she said.

“Doing community service, 
I believe, brings a lot more to 
the person that’s serving than 
the person that’s being helped 
out,” Chea said. “What keeps 
me going from week to week 
is the satisfaction it brings, or 
one more smile on another per-

s o n ’ s 
face or even 
inspiring others to do 
the same.”

During her sophomore year, 
she combined her two pas-
sions and volunteered with the 
Cambodia Fund. She helped 
fundraise for land mine relief 

by 
s e l l i n g 
highly valued paint-
ings.

When Kenan Cole was 
younger she watched NCAA 
games on TV. In her last four 
years at GW, she was a key 
player in women’s basketball 
team’s tournament games.

Cole, the only senior on 
this year’s squad, proved that 
anything is possible if you put 
your mind to it. She is a pillar 
of strength and dedication for 

the team while main-
taining a high GPA.

“Doing all of this 
doesn’t really leave a 
lot of time for much 
else,” Cole said. 
“But it’s worth it. 
It has been such a 
great experience, 
being able to do 
the NCAA tour all 
four years.”

Cole was giv-
en the Academic 
Excellence Award 
last month for the 
fourth-consec-
utive year. She 
is also an ESPN 
The Magazine 
Academic All-
American. With 
the team and 
her academics 
competing for 
her time, Cole 

has come out a winner in her 
juggling act.

“I definitely learned time 
management skills and how 
to look ahead. Also, my pro-
fessors have been really help-
ful. They’re always more than 
willing to help me out when I 
need it,” Cole said.

For being on a team as suc-
cessful as the Colonials, she 
has been able to utilize her in-
ner drive.

“The competitiveness of 
being on the team is motivation 
in itself. And I’m always go-
ing to try to do well in school; 
that’s just a given,” Cole said.

After graduation, she will 
remain not only in Washing-
ton, but on campus as well, 
pursuing a master’s degree in 
engineering while working for 
the University as a Presidential 
Administrative Fellow.

“I’ll miss being a part of 
the team the most,” Cole said. 
"They’re more than friends, be-
cause before I was even friends 
with them, they were already 
a part of my team,” Cole said. 
“They mean a lot to me, after 
having all our games, compe-
titions and support for each 
other.” n

It was a twist of fate that got 
Zack Colonna, 22, to where he is 
today. He began as an electronic 
media major at GW, but after the 
University canceled the program 
he had to switch majors. He is 
now a theater major and said he 
thinks it turned out to be one of 
the best decisions of his life.

“Since then I’ve gotten more 
push from people and devel-
oped more confidence. Support 
from family and friends, that’s 
what keeps me going and has 
kept me driven towards my goal. 
I wouldn’t have been able to do it 
without them,” he said.

Colonna has been cast as the 
lead role in “Reefer Madness” 
at the Studio Theater in Dupont 
Circle. After graduation, he will 
also be touring the nation as the 
lead in a musical called “Brand 
New Kid,” written by Katie Cou-
ric.

“I’m really excited about 
this because it’s something I’ve 
always wanted to do,” Colonna 
said. “We even get our own tour 
bus. That’s my favorite part.”

Looking back, he said it is 
probably best that he didn’t stick to 
the electronic media major, even if 
he could have. It would have prob-
ably meant a regular job, a regular 
career, and his talents would not 
have had the opportunity to shine 

as they do now.
For his senior thesis, Colonna 

was selected as one of a few stu-
dents to perform on the main 
stage during the performances. He 
performed “They’re Playing Our 
Song,” with another classmate and 
close friend.

“We basically worked through 
and put the entire musical togeth-

er to showcase our abilities as ac-
tors,” Colonna said. “A lot of work 
went into that, and it turned out 
excellent.”

Colonna said he wants to 
eventually go to New York to pur-
sue his acting career, but he said he 
wants to wait until he is ready. Af-
ter his tour with “Brand New Kid,” 
he plans to stay in the Washington 

area and experience as much as he 
can before he heads to New York.

“I’ve always had a passion 
to perform,” Colonna said. “I 
hate doing the same thing over 
and over again, so this passion 
lets me do something different 
each time, by playing so many 
different roles and people, and 
do new things.” n

Rose Hickman studied 
African cultural identity, not 
in Africa, but in Ecuador and 
Mexico.

She studied an Afro-Ecua-
dorian community in fall 2005, 
and then in the spring of 2006, 
she studied an Afro-Mexican 
community on the coast of 
Oaxaca.

“I’m really interested in 
people living outside of their 
context,” she said.

It seems that’s all Hickman 
does: push herself out of her 
“context.”

A self-proclaimed free 
spirit from San Diego, Hick-
man will test her boundaries 
once again when she works 
with AmeriCorps for a year 
as a community liaison and 
teacher’s assistant at an eth-
nically diverse high school in 
southern Seattle.

“When I was abroad, what 
I took away was that in or-
der to be effective on an in-
ternational level, I have to be 
knowledgeable about my own 
country,” she said.

After AmeriC orps, Hick-

man plans to work with an 
immigrant advocacy group 
fighting for immigrant re-
form. Motivated by social jus-
tice and her belief in equity, 
she said she wants to experi-
ence the role of cultural iden-
tity and racism in the United 
States before she tackles these 
problems in other countries.

“In the U.S., there is a big 
push for immigrants to be-
come American, whatever that 
is,” Hickman said. “In Mexico 
and Ecuador the indigenous 
culture is alive.”

Hickman is not Latina or a 
person of color, but she is out 
to discover to what extent she 
can participate in these for-
eign worlds within her own 
country and abroad. An ideal-
ist, she sees a path for change 
and a path where everyone 
learns from everyone else.

“I’m interested in policy 
reform and international and 
immigrant policies, but I don’t 
have the answers,” Hickman 
said. “Sometimes I feel like 
I’m just trying to figure out 
what the questions are.” n

The District has been called many things: Di-
vided City, Dank City, Diamond City. John Muller, 
23, calls it DreamCity.

Muller, who wakes up early and 
goes to bed late, spent most of 
his time at GW working with 
the city and starting his own non-
profit. At first, he said he was frus-
trated that no one would listen to 
how he planned to confront the so-
cio-economic hardships of the Dis-
trict, but then he started DreamCity 
Theater Group, which focuses on 
civic engagement. It became a plat-
form for him to speak to the world 
and usher in new artists. DreamCity 
became a unifying voice for the com-
munity. It was a way to shake things 
up.

“There are no rebels with a purpose 
anymore,” Muller said. “I’m a rebel, but 
not in the way you think. I mean a rebel 
that’s organized, that meets with the city 
council and accomplishes something 
through hard work.”

DreamCity produces politically 
charged plays that Muller writes from his 
experiences “beating his feet out in the 
streets” of Washington. His most famous 

How does a girl from a small town in New 
Hampshire with a population of 2,000 mostly white 
Christians end up in San Antonio, a city with more 
than a million people, 12 percent black and 14 percent 
Hispanic?

As someone who loves children and cannot wait 
to be pushed out of her comfort zone,  Marilyn Petzy 
is a political communication major who will not be 
going on to a career in politics. Instead, she will be 
volunteering a year of her life to service.

Petzy, 22, is joining City Year, a national service 
program that takes people of different backgrounds 
and ages and combines them to make a team of el-
ementary school mentors. Petzy will be working for 
after-school programs mentoring students and doing 
community projects.

“For those who don’t know me, it sounded a little 
shocking that I wasn’t taking the normal route that 
most (political communication) majors take, but I just 
love kids,” Petzy said. “They have the most interest-
ing ideas, and I’ve always been fascinated by how 
they see the world.”

Petzy has had the typical political communica-
tion internships: working in a law firm, serving as a 
political communication research assistant, and even 
working at CNN and receiving a Larry King Scholar-
ship, but her real interests are psychology and educa-
tion. She attributes these interests to her parents. Her 
mother, a forensic psychologist, and her father, an as-
sistant superintendent, influenced her decision to join 
City Year.

Arlington County, Courthouse Metro, af-
fordable housing. All of these things seem so 
distant from Foggy Bottom and the collegiate 
experience, but for Kimberly Painter, these 
two different worlds blended together into an 
intricate balance.

Painter, 23, has been working part-time at 
Arlington Partnership for Affordable Hous-
ing, a nonprofit that works closely with the 
Arlington County government. After her 
internship supervisor resigned last year, 
Painter took on a part-time job as reloca-
tions coordinator. Next year she will con-
tinue working for APAH full-time.

She became the main point person for 
relocation during her 25-hour work week 
this year. She handled all the relocation 
services for a renovation project taking 
place at Courthouse Crossings, a five-
building apartment complex that is 
being renovated and redesigned to ac-
commodate 112 affordable apartments. 
Painter went out into the community 
and hand delivered notices to residents. She 
reassured residents of the process, helped 
them through step-by-step, and became a vital 
thread in this blanket of urban redevelopment. 
If they were confused, Painter became their 
guide. If they were scared, she became their 
beacon of information.

Looking back on her life, Painter said every-
thing just seemed to fall into place. One thing led 
to another and she naturally became dedicated 

t o 
city planning 
and social justice. Before 
coming to GW, she volunteered for a year 
in Chicago at Bethel Christian School, a private 
school in the inner city where most students 
had already been kicked out of public school. 
Then in her sophomore year at GW, she took 
an American studies honors course called “Af-
fordable Housing and Development in Wash-

i n g -
ton, D.C.”

“After the first day I called 
my mom right away and told her that this was 

Rose Hickman – Latin American Studies

Marilyn Petzy – 
Political Communication

Kimberly Painter –  
American Studies

Kenan Cole – 
Mechanical Engineering

Pisei Chea – 
Communication, Chemistry and Music

Michael Fauver – 
English and 
Creative Writing Senior Stories:

           The Hatchet’s intriguing grads of 2007

by Brittany Levine and Prerna Rao

Many of the graduating seniors participating in Commencement on the 
National Mall have been on the dean’s list, served as presidents of student 
organizations and participated in off-campus internships. Spotlighted here 
are 10 seniors identified by faculty and students who have done something 
extra. They have taken the path less traveled to become forces of change at 
the University, in Washington or abroad.

Zack Colonna   –    
Theater

Justin Neidig – 

Accounting

John Muller – Public Policy and Sociology

See PaiNteR, p. B11

See CHea, p. B11

See MuLLeR, p. B11

See NeidiG, p. B11

See PetZy, p. B11

photos by alex ellis, Ryder Haske, Ben Solomon and Cody Wix
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Retiring professors remember an older GW

by Hadas Gold
Hatchet Staff Writer 

The end of the spring semester is nor-
mally a time to celebrate the departure of 
graduating students, yet this is also a time 
to commemorate professors retiring from 
their lives in academia at GW. For several of 
this year’s retiring professors – namely John 
Ziolkowski and Gregory Ludlow – the deci-
sion to step down means an end to decades 
of scholarly work in the GW community. 

Professor of classics John Ziolkowski 
has been teaching at GW for 40 years, a ten-
ure longer than that of outgoing University 
President Stephen Joel Trachtenberg. 

Ziolkowski was chairman of the clas-
sics department for 20 years and has taught 
courses in Latin and Greek as well as cours-
es in translation, medical terminology and 

even one about Parisian classical influence 
on Washington.

 Ziolkowski said he has seen GW change 
both physically and academically in his long 
tenure with the commuter school turned up-
and-coming, top-notch research university.

“When I came, Quigley’s was a campus 
drug store, a place to get a malt or milk-
shake,” Ziolkowski said. “The places where 
people congregate have (changed dramati-
cally) over time.”

Over the decades, Ziolkowski saw GW’s 
tremendous growth firsthand, from rapid 
construction of classroom and administra-
tive buildings to the dramatic increase in the 
size of the faculty.

“I’ve enjoyed the changes since I’ve 
been here and the associations I’ve had 
with faculty and students over the years,” 
Ziolkowski said.

Although he has agreed to teach part 
time next year since his departure leaves 
the classics department understaffed, 
Ziolkowski and his wife are considering a 
move to the Southwest. Ziolkowski said he 
is fortunate to have spent so long in such an 
exciting city.

“I feel very lucky to have spent 40 years 

in the same kind of job,” Ziolkowski said. 
“I’ve enjoyed all the contacts I’ve made and 
I think it’s a very invigorating environment.” 

As for the future of GW, Ziolkowski  
is excited to see Marguerite Barratt, the 
recently appointed dean of the  Columbian 
College of Arts and Science, and University 
President-elect Stephen Knapp begin their 
careers at the University.

“I was very impressed (with Knapp) 
and the normal shift in emphasis to aca-
demic life,” Ziolkowski said.

Like Ziolkowski, retiring professor 
Gregory Ludlow said the biggest chang-
es at GW have been the physical aspects. 
Ludlow said he saw the expansion of cam-
pus through the construction of Gelman 
Library, Smith Center, Lerner Health and 
Wellness Center, the School of Media and 
Public Affairs building, Academic Center 
and Duques Hall and the acquisition of the 
Mount Vernon Campus.

Ludlow is a professor of International 
Affairs and French who grew up in London 
during World War II. He later served in 
the British Army and spent time in France, 
Canada and New York before coming to 
GW as a tenure-track assistant professor in 

1972. 
At GW, Ludlow was assistant dean of 

CCAS and director of the study abroad pro-
gram.  He sent about 3,000 students to every 
corner of the world over a 10-year period.

Academically, Ludlow said he believes 
the standards at GW have been and still are 
on a steady incline.

“Higher standards in the acceptance of 
entering student classes and in the recruit-
ment of junior, tenure-track faculty have 
also played an important role in making GW 
a more prestigious teaching and research 
institution, both nationally and internation-
ally,” Ludlow said.

After this year, Ludlow said he plans to 
keep reading and writing, devote more time 
to volunteer work, travel and try his hand at 
cooking “beyond the microwave stage.” 

But also like Ziolkowski, Ludlow appre-
ciates the city and the cosmopolitan atmo-
sphere of GW, where “just a few blocks from 
campus one can rub shoulders with people 
from all walks of life and from different 
cultures.”

He added, “True education should 
also have a strong social or cultural 
dimension.”n

Two men have 
been at GW
longer than SJT

Seniors follow 
family members

by Marissa Bialecki
Hatchet Staff Writer 

While some of the seniors 
graduating Sunday may be the 
first in their families to ever step 
foot on the GW campus, there 
are others following in the foot-
steps of their parents or siblings. 
These are legacy students, people 
for whom spending four years in 
Foggy Bottom is somewhat of a 
family tradition.

Legacy students are those who 
have family members, such as 
parents, grandparents or siblings, 
currently enrolled or who have 
graduated from GW, said Kevin 
Ost-Vollmers, associate direc-
tor of Advancement and Parent 
Projects. 

“Seeing my brother graduate 
from the engineering school makes 
me very proud,” said junior Ryad 
Darweesh, “Knowing that it is a 
tough school with a sturdy cur-
riculum, I think it is very respect-
able.”

Ryad Darweesh’s brother Ragy 
Darweesh will soon graduate from 
the School of 
Engineering and 
Applied Science.  
Ryad Darweesh 
said his brother 
Ragy plans to 
work for the 
Whiting-Turner 
C o n t r a c t i n g 
Company after 
graduation.

“It’s going 
to be hard see-
ing him leave 
and do his own 
thing because 
I am so used to 
being around him and living the 
college life alongside him,” Ryad 
Darweesh said. 

Some Commencement attend-
ees will watch a sibling graduate, 
while other audience members will 
see their children receive a degree 
from their own alma mater.

“I get chills thinking about 
my daughter graduating,” said 
Mitch Blaser, a 1973 graduate from 
GW’s School of Business. Blaser 
has two daughters at GW – Ali, a 
senior in the School of Business, 
and Heather, a freshman in the 
Columbian College of Arts and 
Sciences.

Blaser is currently chairman of 
the board of advisors for the School 
of Business and has been involved 
with the school’s Freshman Year 
Development Program and its 
Career Center. 

“(Ali) worked really hard and 
has had incredible life experienc-
es,” said Blaser, who will hand out 

awards at the School of Business’s  
ceremony.

Blaser attended GW during 
the Vietnam War, which he said 
was a very important aspect of his 
college experience. 

“Everybody was a rebel; you 
would get tear-gased just being 
on campus,” said Blaser, recall-
ing how once he unknowingly 
entered Marvin Center after tear-
gas had been sprayed.

Compared to now, Blaser said 
the GW campus had an entirely 
different atmosphere when he 
lived and took classes in Foggy 
Bottom, citing the military draft, 
student protesters and the mora-
torium to end the war in Vietnam 
as significant differences. 

“It was the first time that I felt 
like what was going on in D.C. 
was affecting the world,” Blaser 
said, adding that today represents 
a whole new environment for 
seniors. 

“There’s more of a focus on 
scholastic and career develop-
ment,” he said. “Back then as a 
senior, you might have had an 

internship (and) 
choosing a career 
wasn’t completely 
random, but it was 
close to that.”

B l a s e r ’ s 
daughter, Ali, has 
“mixed emotions” 
about graduat-
ing. “There’s a lot 
to look forward to, 
but (GW) has been 
my home for four 
years,” she said. 
“Graduating is very 
bittersweet.”

“My dad would 
always tell stories about going to 
college in D.C.,” said Ali Blaser, 
who added that her family legacy 
was a factor in her decision to 
come to GW. “It’s nice to say that 
I went to the same school as my 
dad.”

Ali Blaser said she has also 
enjoyed having her younger 
sister, freshman Heather Blaser, 
at GW. “It’s been amazing 
to live down the street from 
(Heather),” she said. “It will 
be weird to watch her gradu-
ate from college, but it will be 
special to come back and visit 
then.”

The GW Alumni Association 
and the GW Parents Campaign 
will host a Commencement 
Legacy Family Reception for 
graduates and their families 
May 18. The event will take 
place in the afternoon on the 
second floor of the Media and 
Public Affairs Building. n

“I get chills thinking 
about my daughter 

graduating.”

MITCH BLASER
SCHOOL OF BUSINESS 
GRADUATE, CLASS OF 

1973

Q: How 
would 
you best 
advise 
students like 
GW NORML in their efforts 
to reform drug and alcohol 
policy on campus?
 – Javier Gomez-

Levin, freshman

A: Advocacy. Education. 
Teaching opportunities. 
Lectures. Articles. And it 
probably makes sense not 
to seek an act that actually 
calls on GW to violate the 
laws of the District of Co-
lumbia or the United States 
of America.

?Question for 
Trachtenberg
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205 West Lancaster Ave.

610.964.9064

southmoonunder.com

“Kohl said he is pursuing 
his doctorate in educational 
policy and leadership at the 
University of Maryland and 
plans to continue to spend his 
career in student services.

“I’ve been telling some 
friends that this move is purely 
about relocating closer to fam-
ily. If GW were some place in 
New England, I’d never leave,” 
Kohl said. 

Dennis Blumer 
One of the University’s 

top officials, Dennis Blumer 
stepped down as vice president 
and general counsel for GW 
in February. William Howard, 
who had been GW’s Deputy 
General Counsel for several 
years, replaced him. Blumer 
left to become a partner at 
Arent Fox, LLP, a Washington 
law firm.

Blumer began at GW in 1995 
when Trachtenberg created the 
Office of the General Counsel, 
according to a University news 
release. He was GW’s first vice 
president and general counsel. 

During his tenure at GW, 
Blumer oversaw the legal 
aspects of everything from 
international affairs to real 

estate and has witnessed the 
office grow in size and influ-
ence, according to the release. 
He often helped provide legal 
guidance to the Board of 
Trustees and the administra-
tion. 

Blumer did not respond 
to several attempts by The 
Hatchet to contact him as of 
presstime.

“I am fortunate to have been 
involved with GW during a 
time of great growth and devel-
opment,” Blumer said in the 
release. “I appreciated the confi-
dence of President Trachtenberg, 
Chairman Manatt, the trust-
ees and my colleagues in the 
administration.”n

ADMIn
from p. B5

Alex Ellis/assistant photo editor
Seniors Josh Doubleday and Andrew Myer sell their textbooks to sophomore Naomi Rennard 
at the GW Bookstore tent in Kogan Plaza Friday afternoon. Some students can make hundreds 
of dollars selling used textbooks.

TRADINGTEXTBOOKS

Q: After four years of hard work, why do 
you believe seniors deserve a “diet” at 
Commencement?

 –Jeff Leon, senior

A: I think the culture of celebrity 
has distracted us from the true 
purpose of Commencement, which 
is to underscore and acknowledge the 
efforts of the people getting degrees 
and to provide them with some public hugs and farewell 
greetings as they get their diploma and move on with 
their lives. University commencements have become 
too much like circuses. A little pomp and circumstance 
is altogether appropriate. A full-blown performance of 
Aida with live elephants is over the top ... At Columbia 
University (my alma mater), the commencement address 
is always delivered by the president, since Columbia was 
founded in 1754. GW was founded in 1821. Maybe they 
know something – but, then again, maybe they don’t. 

?Questions for 
Trachetnberg

Q: Why is the 
tuition going 
up, while the 
budget is going 
down?
 –Matthew 

Seresin, sophomore

A: Good question! Inflation. 
New initiatives. Better salaries 
for faculty. More scholarship 
money. New equipment. New 
buildings. And, dare I say it? 
Less efficiency than we ought 
to strive for. It is not too late. 
I may leave office in July, but 
GW isn’t going anywhere. It 
is still time to think about a 
4x4 curriculum. A good idea 
is hard to kill. It keeps com-
ing back. Some things are 
inevitable. 

Q: Is construction in Thurston going to stop during finals, or is 
the noise going to continue?
 –Marta Lopez, freshman
A: Build we must for a growing GW. The renovation work at 
Thurston Hall is being done so we can better serve forth-
coming residents of the facility – and for safety and building 
code reasons too ... People living in Thurston should work 
together with their colleagues and the administration to try 
and mitigate any distraction – recognizing we can’t just push 
the mute button.

Work at The Hatchet
The Hatchet is now seeking student staff  to join its dedicated team. 

Looking for a career in journalism?  Look no further.  
thenextstep@gwhatchet.com
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going to be developing 
courses that have a synergy,” 
Trachtenberg said. “I will try 
to write some stuff that will be 
interesting about higher edu-
cation.”

Joseph Cordes, associ-
ate director of SPPPA, said 
Trachtenberg will probably not 
start teaching right away in the 
fall and will spend some time 
sitting in on classes and read-
ing about public service.

“First, he will take a well- 
deserved break,” Cordes said. 
“Then, he will take some time 
to develop ideas for teaching 
in the department.” 

The outgoing president 
will also be establishing a firm 
that will provide consultation 

in higher education.
“It isn’t completely devel-

oped, but I think I know some-
thing about higher education,” 
Trachtenberg said. “I am just 
working it out now.”

Trachtenberg said he is also 
putting the finishing touches 
on his fourth book – “Final 
Exam” – which will be avail-
able at book stores in January 
2008. The book will be a reflec-
tion on higher education and 
his time at GW, he said.

With less than two months 
to go in his presidency, 
Trachtenberg said he is still 
working full time as University 
president and is still heavily 
engaged in fundraising for 
GW.

Trachtenberg said he recent-
ly was able to get a donation 
from his dentist while he was 
getting a check-up.

“There is action all the 

time,” Trachtenberg said. “I am 
still full time in fundraising”

Come September, 
Trachtenberg has agreed to 
take the much needed break 
many agree he deserves. 
President Trachtenberg and his 
wife, Francine, plan to start 
spending more personal time 
together and will take their 
very first honeymoon to the 
South of France in a few short 
months. 

“When I was busy being 
dean, we never had a chance,” 
said Trachtenberg, who has 
been married for 35 years.

Francine Trachtenberg said 
the extra time for a honey-
moon is a great benefit of her 
husband’s retirement.

“It will be the nicest part 
of this change,” said Francine 
Trachtenberg. “We will final-
ly be recapturing personal 
time.” n

RetiRement
from p. A1

straight from their full bar. The 
seating is cozy and comfort-
able and the room is dimly lit 
and decorated with far eastern 
furnishings. If weather permits, 
there is outside seating that 
looks onto the hopping M Street 
bar area.

The city is a great place to 
sample world cuisine, but some-
times straight up American grub 
hits the spot. Old Glory (3139 
M St., N.W.) in Georgetown 
offers good ole American BBQ 
from across the nation. Their 
logo includes a bald eagle and 
two American flags, just so you 
don’t forget where you are as 
you chomp into another piece 
of skillet cornbread. The beef 
brisket is tender, the atmosphere 
is obviously relaxed, the wait 
staff are friendly and they’ve got 
enough varieties of hot sauce to 
keep your mouth burning for a 
few days. 

Locals and out-of-town-
ers alike are often seduced by 
another all-American establish-
ment, Georgia Brown’s (950 

15th St., N.W.). If you want to 
indulge in mindless quantities 
of food double-fried and tossed 
in butter sauce, this is the place 
for you. And while the food 
is certainly artery-clogging, it’s 
somewhat underwhelming. The 
Louisiana “deviled” shrimp 
is an enticing combo of Gulf 
shrimp and crab cakes, although 
the shrimp is flavorless and the 
crab cakes are filled with less 
crab than stuffing. However, the 
side dishes can be quite yummy 
– the bacon-wrapped, blue 
cheese- stuffed dates present a 
unique sweet and tangy flavor 
that lasts through a few sips of 
water. The fried green tomatoes 
are also quite memorable, as the 
oil refuses to overshadow the 
tomato’s bright acidity. If you 
have any health-conscious bone 
in your body, Georgia Brown’s 
is going to hurt. 

Mie n Yu (3125 M St., N.W.) 
is one of Georgetown’s finest. 
Both the menu and the dining 
rooms were crafted to emu-
late the Silk Road. The main 
dinner area is decorated like 
a Moroccan bazaar, complete 
with flowing fabrics and rich 
color schemes. There are vari-
ous private tables designed to 

comfortably seat six amidst the 
vibrant atmosphere. Moreover, 
the servers are extremely well 
versed in food knowledge. One 
particularly friendly woman 
explained the process by which 
Humboldt Fog cheese is made 
(the second layer is added a day 
after the first, which is protect-
ed overnight by a layer of ash.) 
The cheese happens to be the 
centerpiece for one of the best 
appetizers you’ll sample in your 
lifetime, roasted beets, which is 
a misleading title for this utter-
ly complex plate of candied 
and yellow beets surrounding a 
hefty chunk of Humboldt Fog, 
drizzled with white truffle oil 
and complemented by petite 
beet tops. When combined, the 
favors demonstrate a chemical 
reaction in your mouth that 
creates a sensational flavor, 
entirely new to your palate. 
There is also an unforgettable 
blueberry-crusted lamb loin 
and a fascinating miso-roasted 
Long Island duck. The food can 
be jaw-dropping, the interior 
is gorgeous and the location is 
perfect. If you can’t get in for 
dinner, lunch and brunch are 
just as tasty and a little less 
pricey. n

food guide
from p.  B4

that might not have the big 
names, but they certainly 
aren’t lacking when it comes 
to the music. Check out www.
dcjazz.com/jazzscene for a 
comprehensive list of all the 
clubs in the area.

For a little more mod-
ern scene, the 9:30 Club will 
be hosting Elvis Costello 
and the Imposters on May 
18, with tickets set at $75. 
Joseph Arthur and the Lonely 
Astronauts are a slightly more 

affordable option for the alt-
rock enthusiast wanting to 
get one last fix of the 9:30 
Club in. Tickets for the show 
on May 21 are only $15.

Because not all parents 
will enjoy the 9:30 Club, the 
Kennedy Center might be a bit 
more up their alley. On May 
19, the National Symphony 
Orchestra will hold a show 
remembering their long time 
musical director and world-
renowned cellist Mstislav 
Rostropovich.

From classical to modern 
by way of jazz, there is some-
thing for everybody during 
Commencement weekend. 

The wonderful thing is that 
this is far from abnormal. The 
diversity of music within the 
city is unbelievable, and for 
the graduating seniors, this 
might be the last chance to 
get in that last show or two 
or three that you’ve always 
wanted to go see. And for 
parents, this is a time to cel-
ebrate your son or daugh-
ter ’s academic achievements, 
but no one said that means 
you can’t enjoy yourselves as 
well. Chances are, over the 
past four years, your children 
had plenty of fun in this city, 
so now it might just be your 
turn. Enjoy! n

music
from p. B4

Q: What was your proudest moment at GW?
                                        – Pam Sigelaub, sophomore

A: Pride in GW doesn’t take place in a moment. It grows over time ... I am 
proud each year as I watch the months go by and see the faculty and stu-
dents at work teaching and learning. I am proud at Commencement as I 
say farewell to the seniors. And then, of course, there are special moments 
– like the closing seconds of the GW/Charlotte basketball game when we 
won by one point at the final buzzer, or after Sept. 11 when the campus 
came together to celebrate our country and memorialize the victims and 
the heroes of the World Trade Center and the Pentagon. All I need to do if I 
am feeling blue is take a walk from my office across campus to Gelman for 
a cup of coffee meeting and greeting people as I go.  It’s all good. 

?Questions for 
Trachetnberg

Q: When you become president 
emeritus and university professor, 
what courses will you teach?  
And how will you continue your 
great leadership even though you 
are no longer president?

–Mark Rustad, freshman

A: I am going to be spend-
ing some time after I leave 
the presidency reading about 

public administration and higher 
education. A great deal of literature 
has been generated during the last 
38 years while I have been in clinical 
practice as a dean, vice president 
and president ... There will be a new 
U.S. president in 2008 and she or 
he may want to lend a hand to higher 
education. It will be helpful if we are 
prepared for the conversation ...

 

Not graduating just yet?
Interested in:

 music?
movies?
art? 

theater?

Write for Arts next year!
e-mail arts@gwhatchet.com

Interested in 
joining our 

production team?

If you have an 
interest in graphic 

design, layout 
design and love 

the Adobe Creative 
Suite, we’ve got a 

place for you!

e-mail 
kcannon@gwhatchet.com



one of those life changing 
classes,” Painter said. “I had 
always known I wanted to 
go into city development and 
social justice, but this really 
sparked my interest in afford-
able housing.”

Painter spent part of her 
junior year studying in Cape 

Town, South Africa. She said 
she wanted to gain a new per-
spective on race relations and 
urban development. In Cape 
Town, she visited the town-
ships every day and experi-
enced firsthand the inequality. 
She saw shacks with undevel-
oped resources and saw how 
drastically different life in the 
townships was from life in 
the city. She volunteered at an 
orphanage for children with 
cerebral palsy. It was called 

Golden Girls orphanage, as 
a tribute to the four women 
who founded it and to the 
1980s television show. Being 
in South Africa reaffirmed her 
desire to work within the af-
fordable housing field and be 
a positive force in promoting 
social justice. 

 “I gave up the idea that I 
would save the world a long 
time ago,” she said. “A lot of 
people are doing good things. 
I’m just one of them.” n

production is “The 70,” a play 
written with his friend Justin 
McNeil about the 70 bus through 
the eyes of “Mr. Wonderful,” 
a driver on the last day of his 
route. “The 70” was performed 
at last year’s Hip Hop Theatre 
Festival and at the Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. Library.

“In the audience there were 
the blackest black people and 
the whitest white people, the 
richest rich and the poorest 
poor,” Muller said. “You don’t 

see that in theater.”
Muller is working on a new 

play called “Southside,” about 
a young man who was shot 
in a D.C. high school in 2004, 
but it is told from the perspec-
tive of two mothers preaching 
non-violence. He’s also work-
ing on “Mayor for Life,” a play 
about Marion Berry told from 
the perspective of a homeless 
man. Muller uses his life experi-
ence and puts it on paper. After 
working at a CVS on Georgia 
Avenue, where he said custom-
ers would try to swap dope for 
candy, he wrote “DreamCity 
Avenue.” After working for a 
private investigator, he wrote 

“Big City Spy Guy.” For Muller, 
DreamCity is a break from cul-
tural imperialism. It is symbolic 
of the clash between the old 
guard and new generation.

Muller, who also started a 
group called GW Mentors that 
pairs GW students with stu-
dents from the Ward 7 higher 
achievement program, has big 
plans for DreamCity. He wants 
to get grants to buy his own 
theater space. He wants to win 
a MacArthur Fellowship and 
maybe one day a Pulitzer or the 
Nobel Prize.

“This is not just a pipe 
dream,” he said,” I refuse to 
lose.” n

“Before I volunteered 
there, they had sold about 
three of the prints,” Chea said. 
“And by the time I was done, 
we had sold 10. It was such a 
unique experience.”

Her passion for commu-
nity service was rejuvenated 
during her internship at Dis-
covery Communications, 

when she heard the former 
CEO Judith McHale speak at 
a luncheon. Chea distinctly 
remembers McHale’s words: 
“We have to close the gap be-
tween what we do and what 
we know,” Chea recalled.

“It struck me that that’s 
exactly what needs to be done, 
and I realized that what she 
said made me want to close 
that gap,” Chea said.

Eventually Chea wants to 
be able to take her passions to 
a creative level, relating it back 

to her communication major. 
She said she may go back to 
Discovery Communications or 
make her own documentaries 
about pressing global and so-
cial issues.

Chea is graduating from 
GW with magna cum laude 
honors. She is a member of 
multiple honor societies in-
cluding Golden Key Inter-
national Honor Society and 
Lambda Pi Eta, the national 
communication studies hon-
ors society. n

“I had this really strong pa-
rental support system growing 
up, and not everyone gets that. 
I want to be the support system 
for these kids who may not have 
someone to give them back-up 
at home,” Petzy said.

When Petzy was five-years 
old, she said looked her mother 

in the eye on Christmas and 
knew that Santa Claus was not 
real. If he was real, then why 
did the less fortunate not get as 
many presents as those children 
whose parents were well-off? 
This idea struck Petzy at a young 
age and has been reverberating 
ever since. It pushes her to vol-
unteer, and even though she has 
never been to the Lone Star State, 
“where everyone could carry 
guns and be pro-Texas,” her de-
sire to help children makes it all 

seem too simple to give up.
“The idea behind doing vol-

unteer work and that people 
should help each other out has 
been with me since I was a little 
kid.”

After City Year, she said she 
has no concrete plans. Maybe 
one day she’ll go to South Af-
rica and work in an orphanage, 
or maybe she will teach for a 
while. For now, she’s trading in 
her New England past for a taste 
of Tex-Mex. n
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THE NEW REPUBLIC
AND SIXTH & I

WYNTON MARSALIS
WHERE Y’ALL AT?:
JAZZ, RACE AND CULTURE

Monday, June 4th at 7:00 pm

POLITICS AND PROSE
AND SIXTH & I 

MICHAEL CHABON
THE YIDDISH POLICEMEN’S
UNION

Wednesday, May 23rd at 7:00 pm

6TH IN THE CITY
PRESENTS:  

Y-LOVE FEATURING
DJ HANDLER
Thursday, May 31st at 8:00 pm

One of the most innovative
freestyelers on the scene,
weaving English, Arabic,
Yiddish, and Hebrew

FOR TICKETS OR
MORE INFORMATION:
202.408.3100
TICKETS@SIXTHANDI.ORG
WWW.SIXTHANDI.ORG

Painter
from p. B7

guy is his passion for law. 
Next fall, Neidig plans to at-
tend the College of William & 
Mary School of Law. He said 
he would like to practice cor-
porate law, focusing on merg-
ers and acquisitions.

“It sounds so interesting to 
me. After all, I’m an account-
ing major,” Neidig said with a 
smile.

Neidig said he plans to 
take what he has learned as 
a student leader with him on 
his life journey. He has been 
able have both a bird’s-eye 
view and snail’s-eye view of 
the college experience. He has 
seen the student perspective, 
the Student Association’s per-
spective and the administra-
tion’s perspective, and he said 
that exposure to a diversity of 
opinions has refined his own 
viewpoint.

Neidig said, “I’ve been 
humbled by the experience 
and learned that everyone val-
ues his or her position just as 
much as the next, but at the 
end of the day, everyone has 
to come together to form a so-
lution.” n

neidig
from p. B7

Muller
from p. B7

Chea
from p. B6

Petzy
from p. B6

Intrigued?  www.gwhatchet.com
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SATURDAY          05.19.07
8:30-11:30 PM

C O M M E N C E M E N T  E V E  G A L A

LAST CALL FOR TICKETS
The party is sold out but ADDITIONAL SPACE

HAS BEEN SECURED!

Graduates, family members, faculty, staff and friends are invited to enjoy
an evening of desserts and dancing at historic Union Station! 

Advance Tickets Required
$35 for graduates and $40 each for guests

For more information and to purchase tickets, visit
www.commencement.gwu.edu

or call (202) 994-1600

Visa, MasterCard, cash, or check accepted.

Business Attire

live dance band � dessert buffets � caricature artists � cash bar 

G02732
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