LOCAL LIBRARY SHUTS PAGE A3
D.C. sells land, West End library to close
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Study abroad companies scrutinized
investigation by the New York attorney general’s office.
The Institute for Study Abroad
at Butler University, the Center for
Education Abroad at Arcadia University and the Institute for the International Education of Students, were
subpoenaed last month to investigate information about business and
financial dealings with universities
in New York. The three groups each
have relationships with GW.
Despite these investigations,
University officials said they do not
favor these companies or others.
“There are no differences in how
these programs (Butler, IES, and Arcadia) are promoted compared to
others on the list,” said Rob Hallworth, director of Study Abroad at
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IES is one of three
companies under investigation by
the New York Attorney General's office.

Three study abroad programs
affil
affiliated
with GW are suspected
of p
providing unlawful monetary
ince
incentives to universities who use
thei
their services and are now under

GW. “We are not required to send
any number of students (or any at
all) to our affiliates.”
The incentives allegedly given
by the programs to universities include monetary compensation or
free trips abroad for university officials, according to an August article
in The New York Times.
Tracy Schario, director of Media
Relations, said "We haven't been
named in the (attorney general's)
suit." She said they were no red
flags at GW.
This same article states that Amy
Bartnick-Blume, a vice president
of the Institute for Study Abroad,
which is affiliated with Butler University, said institutes give some
colleges up to $500 per student for

KNOWING KNAPP

forcing them to only offer the institute's programs in certain regions.
At GW, credits seamlessly transfer when a student attends a pre-approved abroad program. Students
who do not study through one of
these programs must petition for a
program to count toward meeting
academic requirements at GW.
“Without program providers, it
would be impossible for almost any
institution to offer programs in the
number of countries that we currently do,” Hallworth said.
He said all of the study abroad
programs affiliated with GW have
to meet the University’s standards
for academic prowess, security and
See ABROAD, p. A5
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Local residents oppose alcohol at TONIC's bar.

Ryder Haske/assistant photo editor

Student Association President Nicole Capp and University President Steven Knapp look toward the
audience during Opening Commencement at Smith Center Monday afternoon.

CAMPUS DINING | TONIC

License to
drink stalled

Knapp gives GW
a history lesson

by Danielle Meister
Hatchet Reporter

The owners of TONIC restaurant are moving
ahead with attempts to obtain a liquor license for
their eatery, but not without objections from some of
the restauraunt's Foggy Bottom neighbors.
Located at the corner of 21st and G streets,
TONIC is owned by GW graduates Jeremy Pollack
and Greg Nicholas. The restaurant serves homestyle
meals and is complete with a bar area in anticipation
of eventually being able to serve alcohol, though no
alcoholic drinks have been consumed in the restaurant since it opened for business in May.
“Of course there are some opponents, but we
are not a nightclub or a bar,” Pollack said. “We are
a neighborhood restaurant there to serve the community and the school.”
D.C. City Council rejected TONIC’s first application for a liquor license in February, stating that
D.C. law does not allow eateries to serve alcohol in
areas zoned for residential land use.
However, since this time TONIC has successfully pushed for a change to the law that previously
kept it from obtaining a liquor license. The D.C. City
Council passed the Residential Class Exemption
See TONIC, p. A6

by Amanda Dick
Hatchet Staff Writer
In an address laced with a
plethora of little-known facts about
GW at Opening Convocation, University President Steven Knapp
encouraged freshmen to take advantage of Foggy Bottom and the
District in their “short” four years
as an undergraduate.
“We are at a crossroads of the
world,” Knapp said in his first
completely public speech. “You all
have a front-row seat at the theater
of history and a chance to be more
than a spectator.”
Knapp, who spoke at the fifth
Colonial Inauguration, which took
place last week, said the history of
GW is intrinsically intertwined with
that of our nation. In 1963, student
groups from GW attended Martin
Luther King’s “I Have a Dream”
speech and during the Vietnam
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War GW was nicknamed the “Holiday Inn of the Revolution” because
protestors stayed at GW residence
halls, he mentioned as examples.
“Even George Washington
would have been amazed by
how much the history of GW has
matched the history of the nation,”
Knapp said.
Around 2,500 people attended
Opening Convocation, the majority
of whom were freshmen, who were

STUDENT ASSOCIATION

Summer filled with SA successes
Capp achieves
nearly all goals
of campaign
by Andrew Springer
Hatchet Reporter
The fall semester has just
begun and almost all of the
Student Association’s goals
for the school year were accomplished or are nearing
accomplishment just four
months after the organization’s election.
SA leaders successfully
lobbied Safeway to join the

GWorld program, worked
with administrators for the
return of the GW Reads free
news publication program
and the Colonial Invasion
pep rally and are working to
increase the SA’s communication and assistance to students.
“A lot of people had
doubts about some of our
goals,” said SA President
Nicole Capp. “Hopefully,
students can have a bit more
faith … because we’re working hard and we want to improve the quality of life for
students on this campus.”
The initiatives were part
of the SA’s “shared vision for
student advocacy,” which

seated according to their residence
halls. Upperclassmen and parents
also attended the event.
To
thunderous
applause,
Knapp spoke about Thurston’s
namesake, juxtaposed with its current reputation.
“Remember that when you
walk into Thurston Hall, Mabel
Thurston was the first female graduate of GW,” he said. “Although I
understand it is (now) somewhat
famous for other reasons.”
Knapp told students that the
freedom they gain from living
away from home is up to them to
decide how to use.
“Today you are free,” he said.
“You are free to pursue your intellectual passions, eat ice cream
for breakfast and leave clothes on
every square inch of your floor.
No one will compel you to take
See LESSON, p. A6

Work costs
a third of
hall's value
by Harald Olsen
Hatchet Staff Writer
Thurston Hall’s most recent renovation – which has been ongoing for two
years – costs more than one-third of the
building’s total taxable value and is the
largest exterior building renovation in
University history, according to a University spokesperson and D.C. land records.
The building is valued at more than
$28 million, according to D.C. property
assessment records. Construction costs
are estimated at more than $10.5 million,
according to building permits filed with
the city and obtained by The Hatchet
under the Freedom of Information Act.
The bulk of the project involves fixing the building’s brick façade, which
has deteriorated over time. More than
1,100 students live in the 75-year-old
freshman residence hall, and the University completed the majority of construction before they moved in last week.
A detailed account of the construction in the University’s 2008 Capital
Budget puts the total Thurston cost at
$13.8 million. Though the initial budget
was for $5.4 million, it has been updated
to include “the remaining phases of the
project.”
“We have not previously needed to
undertake such an extensive renovation
See THURSTON, p. A6

KNAPPATTACK

“A lot of people had doubts about some of
our goals ... Hopefully, students can have
more faith.”
NICOLE CAPP
Capp and Executive Vice
President Brand Kroeger laid
out last spring.
“We went in and we put
up the shared vision … and
every day we were in that office we pounded that out so
that we made progress,” said
Kroeger, who campaigned
for the return of GW Reads
and Colonial Invasion when
he ran for EVP.

SA PRESIDENT

Part of the shared vision
involved increased support
for student organizations.
This year, SA senators will be
linked with and responsible
for seven or eight different
organizations as part of the
Senate Responsibility Bill,
Kroeger said.
“These students will
See SUCCESS, p. A6
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University President Steven Knapp and his wife Diane help move boxes from a
vehicle outside Ivory Tower on 23rd Street during Move-In Saturday.
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