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District prepares for pope's visit
Benedict will say
Mass for 45,000
at new stadium
by Jennifer Easton
Senior Staff Writer
Catholic groups on campus
and throughout the District are
preparing to celebrate this week’s
arrival of their revered religious

leader, the pope.
Pope Benedict XVI will arrive in the nation’s capitol to be
greeted by President George W.
Bush on Tuesday, April 15 and
will remain in Washington until
the April 17. Benedict will fly to
New York City on the morning
of April 18 to address the United
Nations.
“Having him come and be
present in the local presence really allows you the experience of
being part of that larger church
that extends through space and

time,” said the Rev. Peter Giovanoni, the chaplain at the Newman Catholic Student Center.
“That’s something I’m always
conscious of.”
Benedict will offer Mass at the
new Nationals Stadium to 45,000
Catholics from around the country April 17. Tickets were distributed to ministries across the United States and Giovanoni said the
Newman Center received a generous amount, but not enough
to allow every student involved
with the Newman Center and

related GW Catholic groups to attend the Mass. Giovanoni said he
used a lottery system to distribute the tickets fairly.
“I used a random number
generator,” Giovanoni said. “I’m
an astrophysicist. Staff and leaders (at Newman Center) automatically got tickets.”
GW senior Megan Lehnerd
received a ticket to attend the
Mass, but said she will have the
opportunity to get much closer
See POPE, p. B4

“

The philosophy of 'if you build it,
they will come' doesn’t apply to advising.

You have to do more

Advising
woes
A culture of confusion
and inconsistency
by Sarah Scire | Senior Staff Writer

S

ophomore Sarah Khederian is frustrated.
As a double major in political science and
international affairs, she has two advisers and a slew of questions. When she
visited her academic counselor in
the Columbian College of Arts and
BY THE
Sciences for help with registration,
the adviser rattled off a prewritten
NUMBERS
statement that sounded like it came
directly from the school’s Web site.
Professional
But when she visited her adviser
advisers
in the Elliott School of International
Affairs, he helped her craft a schedule to fit the needs of her double
CCAS – One
major.
for every 577
Like many of her peers, Khedstudents
erian is frustrated by what CCAS
ESIA – One
students describe as a system that
for every 300
leaves them without the guidance
students
they expected to receive. Students,
SoB – One
administrators and advisers all agree
for every 266
there are problems with the current
system, but opinions differ on how,
students
and if, the issues can be resolved.
Within GW’s five undergraduate schools, there are a handful of
advising systems, ranging from professional, fulltime advisers to professors who suggest classes in
See ADVISING, p. A3
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Students protesting near the White House on Sunday voice their opposition to the president's policies regarding genocide in Darfur.
Chapters of STAND, an anti-genocide coalition, organized the rally, which drew students from Massachusetts, Iowa, Delaware and D.C.

Hundreds protest Darfur
Park police arrest one GW student
by Sarah Scire
Senior Staff Writer
Among a throng of protesters,
one GW student was arrested outside the White House Sunday as he
and other demonstrators gathered
to protest the genocide in Darfur.
Freshman Kaden Trifilio was
released later that day by the National Park Service. He and other
protesters arrested each paid a $100
fine for ignoring directions to move
the demonstration away from the
White House.
Students Taking Action Now:
Darfur (STAND), an anti-genocide
coalition with chapters in colleges,
high schools and middle schools
across the nation, organized the
protest.
“We have been lobbying Con-

gress and hoping for change but
it was time to take the next step,”
said Trifilio, who is also a Hatchet
campus news reporter. “This was
the first time STAND has been involved with purposeful civil disobedience.”
Demonstrators from Massachusetts, Iowa, Delaware and D.C.
marched from the National Mall,
where some visiting students had
camped out, to the White House.
Organizers of the event estimated
15 to 20 people were arrested after
signing up to participate in the civil
disobedience.
“The people of Darfur live day
to day not knowing if they will
survive,” Trifilio said. “The idea of
voluntarily breaking the law and
giving up control of our situation
See PROTEST, p. B3

by Shimmy Edwards
Hatchet Staff Writer
Members of the Black Student Union celebrated the organization's 40th anniversary
Friday night in Marvin Center,
reflecting on the group’s historic
role as a voice for black students
at GW.
Although the BSU strives to
achieve its founders’ goals, BSU
co-President Charles Basden said
the organization has changed
and grown significantly over its
40 years.
“I think that it’s evolved as
America has evolved,” Basden
said in an interview after the
event. “Whereas in the ‘60s, I
think the focus was on support
and advocacy … the BSU has
grown to address global issues.
We evolve as the needs evolve.”

Basden, a senior, also explained the important role the
BSU plays in GW's community.
“I think we’re the organization that is empowering its
members to have a voice and be
able to stand up for issues that
are important to them,” he said.
“We are the catalyst for positive
change here at the George Washington University … We are that
safe haven for student ideas to
be heard.”
Today’s black students are
well-respected by the University,
but this was not always the case.
In April 1968, black GW students met with University administrators and asked that the
University increase benefits for
black professors, create minority
recruitment programs and make
equality on campus a reality, not
just a promise. This group of students became the Black Peoples’
Union, later renamed the Black
Student Union, Basden said.
Helen Cannady Saulny, assistant vice president of Student
and Academic Support Services,
emphasized the importance of
student involvement in the BSU

Hobbs named in
coaching search
by Jake Sherman
Editor in chief

The post-Final Four coaching
carousel is spinning and some
think GW’s head men’s basketball coach is aboard, waiting to
be plucked.
The Providence Journal reported that Karl Hobbs, who just
finished his seventh year at the
helm of a Colonials basketball
program he revitalized, is a candidate for the head coaching job
at Providence College. Although
his contract doesn’t expire until
Nick Gingold/photo editor 2012, Hobbs has frequently been
Many of the students arrested registered to participate in the mentioned for coaching openprotest's civil disobedience prior to the start of the rally.
ings across the country since

BSU celebrates 40 years
Members say
the organization
looks to grow

“I want in an adviser

The time I have spent with (my advisers)
is far from nurturing, motivating or what

during remarks at the event.
“It is your effort that really
helps shape what happens here
at the University,” Cannady
Saulny said. “Thank you all for
having an impact on my life.”
BSU members who attended
the event also agree that the BSU
gives them a voice on campus.
“I feel like the significance
of (the BSU) is to create opportunity for all students, particularly minority students,” junior
Lynette Flavien said. “It gives us
an outlet to see people that look
like ourselves within the community.”
Andre Lamar Smith, one of
BSU’s two freshman officers, said
the BSU has helped him express
himself, become more socially
involved on campus and learn
time management skills, since “it
is such a large organization.”
While the BSU may have
used its 40th birthday as an opportunity to honor its past, students who participated in the
event also applauded the student
organization’s current initiatives,
See BSU, p. B3

bringing GW to three NCAA
tournaments.
Jack Kvancz, GW’s director of
athletics, said Providence athletic
officials have not called to inform
him of any discussions between
the Rhode Island Catholic school
and Hobbs. Hobbs could not be
reached for comment Sunday.
“Do I think he’s on a list?
He could be,” Kvancz said in a
phone interview Sunday afternoon. “They haven’t called me
yet and they would call me. I
know (administrators at Providence).”
Kvancz said Hobbs has told
See HOBBS, p. B6

BHANGRABASH

Viktors Dindzans/Hatchet photographer

The University of North Carolina's Bhangra Elite team competes in Bhangra Blowout at the
DAR Constitution Hall Saturday night. This was the 15th year GW's South Asian Society
hosted the competition, which draws teams from across the country. See story on p. A5.
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Tuesday

Monday
Muslim Film Festival Presents:
Sand and Sorrow
A screening of the documentary “Sand and Sorrow,”
narrated by George Clooney,
which highlights female survivors of the violent militia raids
during the genocide in Darfur.
6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Marvin Center, Room 307
Sponsored by Project Nur

Tuesday
Global Climate Change and Tourism – Spring Colloquium
A discussion on climate
change with Geoffrey Lippman, assistant secretary
general of the United Nations
World Tourism Organization.
E-mail gwtan@gwu.edu to
register.
6 p.m. to 9 p.m.
City View Room, 7th floor,
1957 E St.
Sponsored by GW Tourism Alumni Network and the
Department of Tourism and
Hospitality Management

Wednesday
Networking Night with GW
Alumni
An opportunity for undergraduate students to learn the
basics of making professional
connections and have the
opportunity to network with
GW alumni professionals in a
variety of fields.
6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Alumni House at 1918 F St.
Sponsored by the Career
Center
Spring Film Series: Cloverfield
A movie that follows five
New Yorkers trying to save
themselves from a monster,
filmed from the perspective of
a handheld camera.
Screenings at 7 p.m. and 10 p.m.
Marvin Center Continental
Ballroom
Sponsored by Program Board

by Alexa Millinger
Assistant News Editor
The Multicultural Greek Council is working with the University
to gain more credibility among administrators and other Greek-letter
communities on campus.
MGC leaders met Wednesday
with Tim Miller, the executive director of the Student Activity Center, and Dean Harwood, the director of Greek life, to discuss ways
for MGC to work with SAC and
achieve its goal of becoming more
respected, well-known and established on campus.
“Because we’re not a very large
organization compared to the rest
of the Greek community, we inevitably have less resources, funding
and opportunities to make ourselves visible” said senior Mei Kai
Loo, president of MGC, after the
meeting.
At the meeting, MGC members
voiced concern over the University’s “five-member rule,” which
requires student groups recognized
by the University to have at least
five members. The MGC leaders

GWBRIEF
Former GW Law professor
naimed chairman of the FTC
Former GW Law School professor William E. Kovacic took
over as chairman of the Federal
Trade Commission earlier this
month following his appointment
by President George W. Bush.
Kovacic, whom Bush tapped
for the job in January, was the E.K.
Gubin professor of government
contracts law at GW from 1999 until 2006.
“It is an enormous honor and
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Univ. agrees to
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argued that several MGC organizations with less than five GW members are “city chapters” and include
members from several area schools.
Miller agreed to amend the
policy for a trial period of two
years and allow University-recognized MGC organizations to have
as few as two members. Miller said
he hopes this policy change will
encourage membership growth.
“My hope is that in two years
all of our chapters will be well beyond even needing a five-member
rule discussion,” Miller said.
Alpha Phi Alpha, the nation’s
first historically black fraternity, is
one of the fraternities on campus
that is struggling to meet the minimum member requirements. The
fraternity’s city chapter includes
only two GW students, as the rest
of the members are students at
Georgetown.
Loo said that of the 10 MGC fraternities and sororities on campus,
at least seven were struggling to
meet the five-member minimum.
She said that each organization
needs the opportunity to exist on
campus individually because “every organization is founded based
on a very unique philosophy, goal,
vision (and) history.”
Loo added that aside from
membership concerns, one of
MGC’s long-term goals is to work
more closely with the Interfraternity Council and the Panhellenic Association, GW’s other social Greek

councils, to plan large events like
Greek Week.
“We need more contact with
IFC and Panhel as a whole and to
do more programming (with) the
three of us,” Loo said, “(MGC is)
easily forgotten.”
MGC member Taylor Shuler
said that MGC is an important asset to promoting the diversity on
campus.
“We want to serve the community as best as possible, but how are
we supposed to do that when we’re
not being included?” Shuler said.
Shuler said he would like to
see IFC and Panhel “not have to be
retrained every year to pay attention to (MGC),” and that working
together should be a voluntary, ingrained practice, she said.
Amanda Gancayco, vice president of marketing and public relations for Panhel, wrote in an e-mail
that “both Panhel and IFC have
made significant steps toward including MGC in all activities.”
Gancayco cited examples of
MGC participation in the Greek
Programming Council, a Greek
community barbeque held in February and Panhel’s “Week of Sisterly Love,” which will take place
later this month.
“Panhel and IFC have also
been very supportive of MGC's
activities, including the promotion
of their step show,” Gancayco said,
“which many members of Greek
life attended.”

privilege to serve as the chairman
of this jewel of an agency,” Kovacic
wrote in an e-mail. “From the time
I joined the FTC as a junior attorney in the Bureau of Competition,
I have hoped that I would have the
opportunity to serve this institution in a leadership capacity.”
Kovacic was the general counsel for the FTC from 2001 to 2004.
He has served as a commissioner
for the FTC since January 2006,
and he is one of two Republicans
left on the FTC after the departure
of former chair Deborah Platt Majoras.
“As the chairman, I am the
equivalent of the chief operating
officer and am responsible for the

day-to-day management and operations of the agency,” he said.
The FTC is responsible for enforcing consumer protection laws.
It also shares the responsibility to
enforce antitrust laws with the Justice Department. Kovacic said the
FTC has been instrumental with
the “Do Not Call Rule,” its antitrust enforcement program involving the pharmaceutical industry
and its efforts to curb identity theft
and other forms of fraud.
“Not a day goes by when the
FTC does not do something significant for the benefit of consumers,
and for the improvement of competition law and consumer protection policy worldwide,” Kovacic

SNAPSHOT

Buzzing buddies

Ryder Haske/assistant photo editor

GW alumnus Judah Ferst, founder of Buzzing 4 Change,
gets his head shaved at Kogan Plaza Sunday to raise money
for cancer research. See the full story at gwhatchet.com.

said.
Other Law School professors
said they are pleased to see one of
their own given such a prestigious
job and consider Kovacic’s appointment well deserved.
“He’s extremely well respected in the community,” said Steven
L. Schooner, senior associate dean
for academic affairs and associate
professor of law. “He’s a wonderful person to work with.”
Thomas Morgan, Oppenheim
professor of antitrust and trade
regulation law at GW, said he
agreed with Schooner on Kovacic’s
appointment.
“It’s marvelous,” Morgan said.
“He is very collegial. He is very

smart.”
He added, “He’s somebody
who is well regarded in the antitrust field as well as consumer protection, quite apart from his work
at the Federal Trade Commission,
so he brings a wealth of practical
experience, academic understanding and political institutions that
will serve him well at the commission.”
Both professors agreed they
hope Kovacic returns to the Law
School as a professor.
Schooner said, “The day he
is done with the government and
gets back here will be a great day
for GW.”
–Andrew Elwell
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"We all know what our problems are... but we aren't sure how to address them."

Problems abound, but small dept. advising works
from p. A1
their spare time.
Earlier this year, University President
Steven Knapp said he hears more complaints about advising than anything else,
but students and advisers disagree on who
is to blame for the problems. In response to
student concerns about advising, the University and the Student Association are
taking steps to identify possible remedies
for these issues.

CCAS takes the brunt of student complaints about advising. As the University’s
largest undergraduate school, CCAS relies
heavily on faculty advisers who have other
commitments.
The school only employs nine professional advisers, including a director, for
more than 5,200 students. There are also
a few advisers who only see pre-med and
pre-law students. The rest of CCAS’s advising responsibilities are left to faculty
advisers who also juggle teaching, grading, researching and holding office hours
of their own.
Paul Duff, the associate dean for undergraduate studies for CCAS, said advising is challenging for large colleges across
the nation.
“We all know what our problems are,”
Duff said. “But we aren’t sure how to address them.”
On E Street, one of GW’s most prestigious schools seems to have figured out
a method that works. The Elliott School
models its advising system after a successful plan used by the School of Business,
said Jim Fry, director of advising for ESIA.
Unlike CCAS, the School of Business and
the Elliott School rely on professional, fulltime advisers.
“We can meet more often with students
and can develop and provide materials
and programs that allow for exploration
and consideration that go beyond scheduling classes,” Fry said. “What’s more, our
advisers are able to meet with the same
students from one time to the next, so there
is a rapport and a cumulative understanding of students’ needs and interests that
builds over time.”
But Duff said there are majors within
CCAS whose advising methods work
better than others. Small departments are
particularly successful, and the geology
department, which has about 20 students,
is one example.

Geology professor and adviser George
Stevens said large programs are in a bind
because they cannot possibly know all of
their advisees.
“I feel we do a pretty good job because
we know our students. We know their
interests, aptitudes and weaknesses,” Stevens said. “If a student comes looking for
course recommendations and I know they
are strong or weak in mathematics, I can
use that to give the right advice.”
The English department is one of the
Columbian College’s largest. Patty Chu,
the department’s director of advising, said
the relationship between students and advisers varies within the major.
“We ask as a minimum that students
see their advisers once a semester but some
students choose not to do it, and there’s not
much we can do about that,” Chu said.
Full-time faculty are given advising responsibilities unless they have “extensive
other duties” such as serving as department head, she said.

PROFESSIONALADVISERS:
L
Each of the University’s five
undergraduate schools employs
some professional advisers,
individuals who went to school
for and consider advising their
careers. Counseling students
on registration is a professional
adviser's primary responsibility.


While CCAS occasionally has trouble
securing enough advisers, some professors are more than willing to help out.
“When you love University life as
much as I do, what could be better than
helping first-timers navigate their way
through it?” said political science professor and adviser Steven Kelts. “It would be
a colossal shame if freshmen got lost and
confused here, and weren’t able to find all
the fun, learning, and personal growth that
awaits them.”
Kelts joked that making time for advising means “cutting out some of my more
frivolous activities – like breathing.”
“If you take a look at the list of people

“A student will say ‘Well, no one ever told me!’ and the classic response is

'you’re an adult – you should take
initiative in your own education.’”
who do advising, it’s full of some of the
most popular professors on campus,” Kelts
said. “It’s faculty who love the University
and its students – those are the ones who
make time for something they consider
important.”
Some students and advisers said the
problems with CCAS’s system stem from
a disconnect between their expectations
about the process.
There is no consistent definition of advising, Duff said.
“What is advising supposed to be?
The expectations of the student and what
the faculty feel they should be doing don’t
always match up,” Duff said.
Landon Wade, the director of advising
for CCAS, said advisers are not completely at fault for problems with the system.
Communication between students and
advisers always needs improvement.
“A student will say ‘Well no one ever
told me!’ and the classic response is ‘You’re
in college, you’re an adult – you should
take initiative in your own education,’”
Wade said.
All of the advising directors interviewed said they encountered difficulty
when trying to motivate students to utilize
their services beyond registration.
“We had an event for transfer students
and no one showed up,” Wade said. “The
philosophy of ‘if you build it, they will
come’ just doesn’t apply to advising. You
have to do more.”

Jonathan Sampler, a freshman in
CCAS, said advising meets his expectations.
“I came from a high school where
my guidance counselor was simply there
to let me know of my requirements or if
anything was wrong with what I was doing,” Sampler said. “This has pretty much
matched up with my experience here at
GW.”
But some students expect more. Soph-

omore Gabrielle Kulesza said most of the
time, she feels as if she is being talked to
instead of guided.
“The time I have spent with (my advisers) is far from nurturing, motivating or
what I want in an adviser,” Kulesza said.
Sophomore Katie Ross said she had a
“terrible” experience during her freshman
year. As a new student, Ross expected her
adviser to remind her of deadlines and to
alert her of registration requirements, she

FACULTYADVISERS
Y
Faculty advisers are professors
who advise students in addition
to their other responsibilities,
which include teaching, grading,
researching and holding office
hours for their students.

said. Instead, Ross’ adviser only notified
her of a hold on her account the day before
registration began.
“I, of course, did not understand what
a hold was or how I would even go about
checking it, so I called him up the next day,
hoping that I could get it all straightened
out before registration,” Ross said. “Of
course, he did not answer his phone.”
Ross said she e-mailed and called her
adviser several times, but never received a
response.
“I watched all day as classes I needed
slipped away, and finally resolved to go
into the Columbian College dean’s office
and essentially beg for them to remove
my hold, which they eventually did,” Ross
said.

Nathan Brill, the chairman of the SA’s
committee on academic affairs, said he

knew advising at GW was a problem because he often heard students discussing
their woes.
So Brill and his committee surveyed
more than 1,600 students in all five of the
University’s undergraduate schools. The
committee’s research concluded that while
some schools, including the School of Business, got mainly positive feedback, CCAS
left the majority of its students unsatisfied.
“CCAS received some of the lowest
scores and most negative comments,” according to the survey, which Brill’s committee conducted during the summer of
2005.
Two of the school’s biggest problems
were confusion about graduation requirements and a failure of communication between students and their advisers.
“Many incoming students are looking
for a more engaging and personable relationship with their adviser so that they can
get more tailored advising about courses
and scheduling,” the survey stated. “Unfortunately, most (advisers) are so busy
that students are rushed in, rushed out,
don’t feel at all welcome and are pressured
to leave without having all their questions
answered.”
In response to the survey’s results,
CCAS Dean Peg Barratt created an advising committee comprised of administrators, faculty, and representatives of
students and parents. Duff said the committee, which has been meeting monthly
for a year, is close to releasing recommendations for overhauling the advising system.
Meanwhile, SA academic affairs committee member Julie Bindelglass (U-CCAS)
said she has been advocating smaller ways
to alter the advising system, such as creating one-page info sheets that explain each
major’s requirements.
“We need to see improvements in the
big things like the student-to-adviser ratio
and (advising services available at) CI,”
Bindelglass said. “But we are also trying to
come up with more creative ideas.” 
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“

We all know what our problems are. But we aren’t sure how to address them."
– Paul Duff, the associate dean for undergraduate studies for the Columbian
College of Arts and Sciences, on advising.
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Changing the course of history

editorial

Current advising
system demands
overhaul
GW students are often characterized as highly independent, but
when it comes to academics, there is
no denying the need for guidance and
mentorship. While some students are
content with their academic advising, many in the Columbian College
of Arts and Sciences feel the advising
at the University’s largest school falls
short.
For the 5,200 students in CCAS,
there are only nine professional advisers available to help shape their
academic careers. Professional advising has been beneficial for the Elliott
School of International Affairs and
the School of Business, and it is time
that the Columbian College move in
the same direction.
Paul Duff, the associate dean for
undergraduate studies in CCAS, told
The Hatchet, “We know what our
problems are. But we aren’t sure how
to address them.” By examining the
possibility of a professional advising
system, administrators can provide
beneficial alternatives to the current
advising culture.
The CCAS system relies upon
full-time professors who are often
forced to wear too many hats. As advisers, they must know the nuts and
bolts of their own major, general requirements, double majors and plenty of other details. As professors, they
must balance day-to-day instruction
and a general push for increased faculty research to raise GW’s profile as
a premier academic institution. As
mentors, professors are acting as life
coaches, connections and general career counselors. They bear the brunt
of advising responsibility under this
system.
As is evident in ESIA and SoB, advising is a full-time job. Professional
advisers have broader, more flexible
schedules to meet with students, as
well as a comprehensive understanding of major and general requirements. They are also knowledgeable
about popular double majors, minors
and secondary fields. While ESIA and
SoB are smaller in population and offer far fewer majors than CCAS, the
schools still have the right idea as far
as providing quality, accurate academic advising for their students. The
schools do not rely upon professors
as intermediate advisers and instead
allow professors to fulfill their crucial
role as mentors.
Students are, of course, responsible for taking initiative in their own
academic goals. The Student Association is providing leadership in this
regard, suggesting simple steps such
as straightforward, one-page sheets
listing requirements and general information for each major.
This should be just the beginning
of advising reform in CCAS. The overall plan should define roles for three
distinct players in the advising game.
The foundation of the advising
system should be the professional
adviser, who is responsible for providing information about GCRs, major requirements, support for double
majors and other academic details.
The current system with nine professional advisers is overtaxed and under-utilized; bringing additional staff
onboard will allow the school to create advisers who specialize in a few
majors.
For quick questions and information about professors, classes and
pre-requisites, students would be
matched with the second player in a
new advising system – a peer adviser in their field of study. These peer
advisers would be available online
and via e-mail so that students need
not make specific appointments with
professional advisers for these quick
questions.
The third element of advising
is professors as mentors. This crucial role has often been overtaken by
professors’ responsibilities as major
advisers; with professional and peer
advisers taking on those questions,
time is freed for professors to provide
career advice, answer life questions
and help students look to the road after graduation.
No solution can be implemented
immediately, but these are ideas that
have been successful in other GW
schools and can provide viable solutions to the CCAS advising problem.
If academics are to be the focus of the
new GW, new advising must be the
first step toward this future.
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QUOTABLE

Is the media doing more than just reporting on the election?
an African American or female canBetween Feb. 11 and April 22 there
didate, while the Republicans have
are no presidential primaries taking
place – a lull for all the political junkies
chosen a war-tested political maverick
– all against the backdrop of some of
out there. Yet after the madness of the
beginning of the year, the media has
the most disappointing eight years
still found events to report on during
of executive rule in living memory. It
the quietest part of the
is no understatement to say
campaign. Somehow,
that this is a truly crucial and
according to many
telling moment in America’s
media outlets, the race
history.
is more tense than ever.
So why question the
When nothing is
extreme levels of media
changing at the polls,
coverage? The problem is
can the media still go
that this is not playing out
overboard? Through
in the few hours or even
its exaggerated covera season of television. The
age of the campaign,
status quo is not changing
every 15 minutes, but the
the media is risking its
JUSTIN
proper place as just a
media continues to act like
bystander to the proit is. They have invested so
GUIFFRE
cess and is having real
heavily in the appeal of this
COLUMNIST
effects on the camelectoral narrative that they
paign’s outcome.
have over-taxed the actually
Of course this electangible news stories.
tion is a historic one. The background
The sensationalized coverage of
of the 2008 election reads like somethe Rev. Jeremiah Wright, his conthing out of a prime-time drama: an
troversial remarks and Sen. Barack
energized Democratic base is choosObama immediately come to mind. Is
ing between whether it should run
it really a coincidence that as soon as

the primaries paused the media broke
open the story about Rev. Wright’s controversial comments? These remarks
were not made after the last primary,
but rather in sermons delivered years
ago.
Posted on MSNBC a few days ago
was a story about the fact that Sen.
Hillary Clinton and Obama are so
close in policy matters that it is bringing tension to the race. The big-time
media outlets have actually reached
the point of reporting how Obama
and Clinton are so similar that this
must be news. They have the same
goals, for the most part. Even the last
debate between the two top Dems
was so docile it sounded more like
a conversation between friends than
an uncontrollably intense fight for the
presidency.
Another story posted on CNN
reported how Clinton had called husband Bill and asked him to stop discussing the Bosnia faux pas in his
campaigning on her behalf. I am simply at a loss for words on this one. It
is actually unbelievable how uninterested I am in calls between Hillary and

Bill. But beyond just the excruciating
monotony we have to endure with
this coverage are some real ramifications that the media should consider.
The day after John McCain won the
Republican nomination, the pundits
were in chorus predicting that the
Democratic runoff would now hurt
the party, while McCain would benefit from an open field. This became
a self-fulfilling prophecy when the
media suddenly started writing stories about how the Democrats became
more ruthless.
The media is supposed to be
an independent observer – neutral
and fair. Yet, in the past few weeks
McCain’s poll numbers have come on
par with both Clinton's and Obama's.
There really is no way to know the
qualitative reasons for this, but it is
another ironic coincidence that all has
played out in the news as the pundits
predicted – as the lull between primaries, the most docile part of the campaign, has suddenly become the most
definitive and unforgiving.
–The writer, a freshman majoring in
political science, is a Hatchet columnist.

Google is forever
A last addition to my internet fame, or incrimination
This is it, everyone – my last column on the opinsidewalk these days), or the time I went to Amsterdam
ions page of The Hatchet. Ever. Hard to believe, really.
during my junior year abroad.
I’ve crashed this page about once a month or so ever
But over the years, some of it has been actual
since my sophomore year, and let me tell you – it’s
opinion. Like the time I wrote that candy was the
been real.
main decision-making factor for voting in
It was really fun back in the day being
any Student Association election, or that
a rebel when the only articles that appeared
there was something wrong with being
on this page were boring know-it-all opina Facebook whore, or that Hallmark was
ion pieces about foreign policy written
ruining both Valentine’s Day and my sex
by uppity Elliott School kids (you know,
life.
the ones that make nonsensical but smartAnd there were also some serious
sounding comments during class…every
ones – mostly about the issues that realclass.) So I decided to write about how
ly mattered to me like my hometown
TV fitness celebrity John Basedow was the
New Orleans after Katrina, the Recording
antichrist instead.
Industry Association of America and the
BRENDAN
It didn’t really fit at first – there were
music industry.
allusions to Jack Bauer and masturbation
I suppose that I’ve toned down a bit
POLMER
next to an article about Israel and apartsince the early days of “Brendan Polmer
COLUMNIST
heid. Yet the response was great! People I
– Hatchet humor columnist” – but, come
didn’t know would recognize me in J Street
on; that title was b.s. anyway. I’ve never
and start talking to me, saying they got in
been a comedian. I’m just a writer.
trouble for laughing in the middle of class
Yet as I embark upon my graduawhile sneaking a read on their desk. Hell, I was even
tion from GW this summer and the search for a job
on TheColonialist.com co-founder Travis Helwig’s
becomes a full-time job in and of itself, a new question
own radio show!
emerges: Am I screwed?
As I wrote on, I soon became more and more
As my colleague and Hatchet editor in chief Jake
comfortable with my readers, writing about drunken
Sherman always says, “Google is forever.” Holy shi–
adventures around the District and Foggy Bottom
what!? Google is forever! Sarah Marshak may have to
neighborhood. Everyone (including my poor mother)
live with the fact that every time someone Googles her
read about the time I told a Metro operator she had the
name it comes up with a story about swastikas, but I
sexiest voice in the world, or the time I turned 21 and
have to deal with potential employers reading about
accosted several city trashcans (they’re bolted to the
how I wish smoking was still allowed in D.C. bars in

order to mask the smell of people’s farts, or about how
I was suspended from high school during my senior
year for drinking at Disney World.
My philosophy has always been to never take
myself too seriously. Some would say that any opinions page in any newspaper anywhere is just a place
for big egos and spinsters to bitch and moan about
issues and politics. I’d say that’s mostly true; but I
guess I just figured people would rather read about
something else, if anything at all.
And while this farewell is dedicated solely to this
Opinions page – which has seen its fair share of excellent, patient and open-minded editors since I started
writing here – you guys haven’t seen the last of me
yet. As a departing Hatchet senior, I still get to write
a 30-inch column about everything else I’ve done in
The Hatchet’s townhouse at 22nd and G Streets, some
of which I must say is both very entertaining and perhaps even scandalous.
Any-hoo, I’m about at 650 words now, which is
normally where I cut this thing and say something witty
and intelligent to sort of tie the whole piece back together. I mean, goodbyes are always super-awkward for
me anyway, so this is tough. I will say this, though; I’ve
poured my college life out to you on this page, GW.
And to my fellow graduating seniors; I wish you
the best of luck as you continue on into the workforce,
go back to school or move back in with your parents.
Just be glad that your Google isn’t nearly as incriminating as mine.
–The writer, a senior majoring in journalism, is a
Hatchet columnist and arts editor.

Business as usual?
Ensure GW is a responsible business partner
As the year winds to a close, it is time
history of the Sodexho Corporation.
to evaluate the progress the University
Three years ago, the corporation paid
has made this year and assess the goals
out a settlement of $80 million, acceptfor tomorrow. One year into
ing blame for discrimination
his presidency, University
suits filed by thousands of
President Steven Knapp has
African American employees,
SAMUEL
worked to mold GW into
led by 10 individuals based
COLLINS JR. in the D.C. region. In 2000,
an academic powerhouse,
shifting the focus former
the corporation also came
D.C. Business Leader of the
under fire for its association
Year Stephen Joel Trachtenberg placed
with “for profit” prisons such as the
on the University’s expansion during
Harmondsworth Detention Center,
his tenure. In this time of change, it
which houses 6,000 refugees including
is important that the University take a
many children, according to The Johns
critical look at the ethics of their business
Hopkins News-letter. Protests raged
partners and stop placing money before
at 50 universities, including American
its main objective – educating and nurUniversity, which boycotted the vendor
turing tomorrow’s leaders.
upon news of this connection.
Students have spent the year proThe University’s cloudy business
testing the University’s contract with a
record does not end there. Boston
Properties, GW’s business partner for
dining provider that has implemented
a system of mandatory spending. But
construction on Square 54, has come
perhaps the greatest failure of the adminunder fire for exploiting their migrant
istration on this front is their refusal
workers. Students at Boston University
protested at the corporation, citing the
to address the decade-old controversial

company’s failure to provide adequate
services to its employees. According to
The Daily Free Press at BU, employees
are paid as low as $39 per day and lack
stable medical insurance, which forces
them to pay full prices at any hospital
in time of a medical emergency.
With partners like these, it’s no
wonder that the University received
a D+ last year as a measure of social
responsibility and sustainability from
the Sustainable Endowment Institute.
The organization considers endowment
transparency GW’s most significant
problem, stating that “the (U)niversity
has no known policy of disclosure of
endowment holdings or its shareholder voting record; therefore there is no
accessibility to information.”
In addition, GW has failed to seriously consider divestment from investments in Sudan, which ultimately
assist the nation’s ongoing genocide.
On campus, Students Taking Action
Now: Darfur has campaigned vigor-

ously throughout the years to have the
university divest from Sudan, yet the
University has not budged. In previous conversations about divestment,
GW’s chief investment officer Donald
Lindsey has told The Hatchet that the
University should not be quick to make
judgments about things of this nature.
Yet when neighboring colleges
American, Howard and Georgetown,
along with several multi-national corporations have all successfully divested,
the real bottom line is: why haven’t we?
While the University should certainly keep growing and developing,
using unethical business partners in this
effort undermines GW’s growth as a
premier college. The University certainly
does much more good than harm in the
world, but GW’s risky relationships may
overshadow even their greatest achievements and tarnish a reputation that has
taken years to create.
–The writer is a freshman majoring
in journalism.

letters to the editor
2008 Olympics: To watch is to support
I am flummoxed by Sophie Zavaglia’s (April 10,
p., 4) case for why we as Americans should watch
the 2008 Beijing Olympic Games. After going to great
lengths to highlight China’s innumerable sins, from
domestic repression to the tacit sanctioning of genocide in Sudan, Zavaglia somehow concludes that the
U.S. should actually support the Communist regime
that perpetrates these heinous crimes by attending
and watching the Games.
Zavaglia’s appeal to the “official purpose” of
the Olympics serves to provide nothing more than
a weak justification for America’s support of the
event. Zavaglia asks the question herself: how will
the Games change the Chinese people and govern-

ment? The answer is not at all, and we won’t need to
lend our support to a brutal regime by watching the
Games to learn that the hard way. It isn’t difficult to
see the irony in Beijing’s “One World, One Dream”
slogan. The idea being promoted by the Communists
is that everyone will be able to pursue their one
greatest dream; unless of course that dream includes
things like freedom of speech and religion, independence or democracy.
Zavaglia says she does not support China’s
human rights abuses, but that is precisely what her
entire editorial proposes we do. By fully participating
in these Olympics, America will once again render
itself completely hypocritical on the world stage.
How can we possibly continue to argue with any
degree of credibility for freedom or human rights
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Order of the Hippo inducts 12th class of new members
by Andrew Ramonas
Campus News Editor
Students, alumni and administrators donned gowns, tuxedos
and gold hippo pins Friday night
in celebration of a pseudo-secret
society’s 12th annual induction
dinner, which was held at the Law
School.
Most of the 20 attendees who
entered the Law School denied the
Order of the Hippo’s existence but
failed to provide an explanation
for their presence at the induction
ceremony for new members.
“I’m going to an event,” said
Order founder and former University president Stephen Joel
Trachtenberg, who was wearing a
tuxedo. “It is some kind of alumni
event.”
Other University administrators who entered the Law School
in formal attire included Peter
Konwerski, assistant vice president of Student and Academic
Support Services, and Barbara
Porter, University President Steven Knapp’s chief of staff. Knapp
was not seen entering the Law
School Friday night.
“Am I my brother’s keeper?”
Trachtenberg said when asked
about Knapp’s whereabouts.
Many of the students seen
going into the Law School were
2007 graduates, including former
Student Association Executive
Vice President Josh Lasky, Justin
Neidig and Jeff Goodman – all

of whom have been previously
linked to the Order.
“I will swear on my mother’s
grave that I don’t know what is
going on,” Neidig said.
“Some 180 venerables” were
invited to this year’s dinner, according to an e-mail sent by the
Order’s Sergeant-At-Arms Chris
Brooks to members of the society
and given to The Hatchet.
Members of the Order should
“only let a dozen or so members of
the junior class become aware that
they will be members of it in their
senior year,” Trachtenberg said in
a speech at the society’s first initiation, according to a transcript.
Little else is known about the
initiation ceremony and the society’s rules for membership.
In a 2007 interview, Neidig
refused to discuss many of the
details of the organization’s membership.
“Membership is secret,” he
said. “(However), no individual
is entitled to membership based
upon arbitrary titles or campus
involvement.”
He added that initiation is
“done in accordance (with) University guidelines.”
In 2005, Student Judicial Services charged 12 Order members
for violating the Student Code
of Conduct and participating in
hazing and underage drinking
after Order members were seen
on campus with blindfolds over
their eyes and mud or face paint

“I will swear on my
mother's grave I don't
know what's going on.”
JUSTIN NEIDIG
ALLEGED ORDER MEMBER
AND ALUMNUS

on their bodies.
The Code of Conduct defines
hazing as “any action taken or situation created intentionally, with
or without consent, whether on or
off campus, to produce mental or
physical discomfort, embarrassment, harassment or ridicule.”

Alex Ellis/assistant photo editor

Former University president Stephen Joel Trachtenberg (center) explained his presence at Friday's Order of the Hippo gathering by saying he was attending "some kind of alumni event."
(Upper left) A golden hippo pin marks alleged Order of the Hippo members.
Attendees gathered outside
the Law School said they did not
know who would be admitted to
the society this year.
In February, The Hatchet owas
given an invitation for Friday’s
ceremony that listed Brooks, the

New bus companies compete for riders traveling to New York

chairman of the College Republicans, as the contact-person for the
event.
Brooks, who was not seen
entering the Law School, would
not disclose his association with
the Order in a February interview

Students vie for
Bhangra title
by Hadas Gold
Senior Staff Writer

Bus
options
abound
Alex Ellis/assistant photo editor

Two new bus companies, BoltBus and Mega Bug, offer rides from the District to New York City for as little as $1.
by Reed Cooley
Hatchet Staff Writer
GW students with only a few
dollars to spare are now able to
hop on a bus to New York City and
get out of the District.
Starting May 30, Megabus, a
subsidiary of Coach USA, will become the second company to open
a route between downtown D.C.
and New York’s Penn Station that
can cost riders as little as $1. BoltBus, a Greyhound subsidiary, also
began operation from the District
to New York this year.
“We don’t just split the coach
market that’s already there,” said
Byrony Chamberlain, director of
operations for Coach USA. “The
one thing we’ve found is that we

don’t have the standard kind of
customer.”
She added, however, that the
competition from BoltBus is “certainly going to affect (Megabus).”
Following the lead of low cost
airlines such as Southwest, Megabus and BoltBus offer low-priced
tickets for passengers who book
early. Prices rise as the departure
date approaches.
For BoltBus’s opening week in
March, all fares were $1. Megabus
will offer free rides and a 50-cent
booking fee from May 30 to June 4,
its opening week.
Both companies will continue
to have at least one $1 seat per trip
for passengers who book online
well in advance of their departure
dates.

Most one-way trips to New
York on BoltBus will cost $25 when
the ticket is bought from the bus
driver before departure. Megabus
will cost as much as $21 for a ride
to New York, and passengers can
book tickets online up to one hour
before departure. A Greyhound
bus ride to New York costs $22.
Low-cost carriers represent a
new business model, said Duane
J. DeBruyne, spokesman for the
Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration at the Department of
Transportation.
Both BoltBus and Megabus
provide wireless internet and
power outlets – two features that
distinguish them from other lowcost options like Tony Coach, a
company that offers bus service

to New York’s Chinatown from
outside the Foggy Bottom/GWU
Metro Station.
“We saw a need in the (MidAtlantic) market … that wasn’t
being met by any other bus companies,” said Abby Wambaugh, a
spokesperson for Greyhound.
Margaret Amenyo, a frequent
traveler on Apex Bus, another discount bus company, said the $1
price seems “more than reasonable,” but that she would be unwilling to give up any degree of
comfort for that price as the $20 she
normally pays for a ticket to New
York is also “reasonable.”
She said, “some of the lesserquality lines have buses with odor
problems, like stale cigarettes or
just a general unpleasing scent.” 

with The Hatchet.
“If I was involved, I wouldn't
involvement,”
mention
any
Brooks said. “I find it interesting
that an anonymous source tipped
(The Hatchet) off to something
that may or may not be true.”

Fifteen years ago a small
group of GW students gathered
in a campus dining hall to celebrate Indian dance. That annual
event occurred again on Saturday night, but now with several
thousand attendees and celebrities at DAR Constitution Hall.
It’s Bhangra Blowout.
The dance competition,
hosted by GW’s South Asian Society, drew about 4,000 people,
where eight universities competed for more than $7,000 in
prizes.
Bhangra is a traditional
dance and music form that originated in Northern Indian region
of Punjab. It relies heavily on
percussion, especially the dhol
drum, as well as ornate and colorful costumes and theatrics. In
the United States, Bhangra has
fused with American culture,
and groups often incorporate
hip hop, rap music and dance
moves into the traditional performances.
Virginia Commonwealth
University’s Bhangra team won
the competition and took home
its top prize of $4,000.
“It’s awesome,” VCU team
captain Arya Namboodiri said.
VCU also won the Viewer’s
Choice Award, which came with
a $500 prize. “It’s being able to
take part in your culture; it's so
much fun.”
“This year topped all other
Bhangra Blowouts,” said Sonia
Mehta, director of public relations for SAS. “The event went
really well, the audience seemed
to love the performances …
Next year we’re going to have to
step it up and do even more.”
Ravi Singh, a junior at Columbia University, grew up
dancing Bhangra informally at
parties, but when he came to college he learned the dance’s technique. Columbia has attended
14 of the 15 Bhangra Blowouts
held at GW and came in third

place this year.
“It’s a fun art form,” Singh
said. “It is refreshing to see other
university students doing the
same thing as we are.”
The British-Indian group
Rhythm Dhol and Bass, who
just finished a music video with
rapper Snoop Dogg, and Punjab singer K.S. Makhan also
performed at Saturday night’s
competition. GW’s Bhangra
team performed as well, but as
the event’s host, they did not
compete.
“The routines here are fast,
they are modern, exciting and
fast-paced,” said Jasleen Salwan,
a senior at Montgomery Blair
High School in Silver Spring,
Md., who plans on joining a
Bhangra team when she goes
to college. “I can’t really think
of anything to look forward to
more than the Bhangra Blowout
every year.”
During the performances,
audience members often rose
out of their seats to dance in the
aisles and sing along, as well
as to boo or cheer each performance.
Jessica Schwartz, a sophomore at GW, said she came to
the event because her friends
were performing and she is interested in Indian culture.
“It’s so interesting to see the
American mixing in with the Indian heritage,” Schwartz said.
SAS held its first Bhangra Blowout in J Street in 1994.
Now the competition is the largest South Asian intercollegiate
dance competition in the country. Unlike previous years, SAS
no longer holds an official afterparty for the competition due to
the fatal stabbing of a man outside the after-party in 2005.
All proceeds from the event
go to Kashmir Corps, a private
organization that “seeks to bring
about a positive humanitarian
change in Kashmir by highlighting the advantages of volunteerism,” according to the event’s
program. 
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Life
Li
fe
Date
Fraternity member
holds contest to find
formal date

THIS WEEK
IN HISTORY

April 14, 2002

April 15,1912

April 16, 1862

Tiger Woods became
the third golfer in
history to win back-toback Masters titles.

The Titanic sank in the
North Atlantic, killing
more than 1,500
people.

A bill ending slavery in
the District of Columbia
became law.

Leah Carliner – Life Editor (lcarliner@gwhatchet.com) | Hilary Walke – Contributing Editor | Laura Treanor – Contributing Editor

GWExpat:

Wanted

Defining
'czechxican'

by Leah Carliner
Life Editor
When Jackson Trugman couldn’t decide which
of his five female friends to take to the Pi Kappa
Alpha formal this weekend he told them to apply.
And this is 2008. So he created Not Your Normal Formal blogspot, a site asking girls to explain
why he should choose them to go to the overnight
event in Leesburg, Va.
“I was stressing out kind of a big deal, and
one night in bed I was like, I should have a contest,” Trugman said. “It made my choosing a little
easier.”
Though none of Trugman’s original five options sent in applications, 13 other girls did respond to his blog that was advertised on fliers that
he posted around campus. Trugman also said he
received 37 Facebook friendship requests from
girls he didn’t know – including one from a mother asking him to meet her daughter. The site has
received more than 2,000 hits since it launched on
March 25, Trugman said.
“I just wanted to find someone who would
eat and dance and have a good time and take pictures,” the sophomore said.
He said he was surprised at the response. Trugman posted 26 times on his blogspot explaining to
applicants why he was holding the contest, who he
expected to apply and information about himself.
On March 26 he listed 13 personal facts like his favorite color and his habitual Diet Coke drinking.
“It’s not because I’m desperate or awkward,”
he said of the posts. “I just wanted people to know
that I was real.”
Maxine Peltz was one of Trugman’s applicants
Viktors Dindzans/Hatchet staff photographer
and when she saw his 13 facts, she said she knew Sophomore Jackson Trugman poses next to one of many posters he hung around campus adverthat they would be a good match.
tising for a date to his formal.
“I was like wow, we have a lot in common,”
“Jackson is just not an awkward guy,” Peltz
said Peltz, a sophomore. Both are art history ma- is, will you come to formal with me?”
Peltz,
a
member
of
Kappa
Kappa
Gamma,
said.
jors, have fathers who are lawyers and consider
said that she was surprised to hear she had won
Trugman said he was very happy with his date
purple to be their favorite color.
–
though
later
found
out
that
her
friends
had
been
search
– both the application process and the ultiPeltz met Trugman several days after he
launched the blogspot and said he asked her to telling Trugman she would make a good date. mate winner – but said he probably wouldn’t do it
Peltz accepted and said that she had friends going again.
apply.
and had been to the Pike formal in years past.
As for other guys looking for a good formal date,
“I thought it was very funny,” she said.
Though the two were not friends before and Trugman cautioned that this tactic worked with his
On April 6, Trugman wrote to Peltz in an email, “Now that you’ve won, I guess the question had to share a bed together Friday night, both personality, but “is really not for everyone.” 
agreed the date went well.

Artificial
sweeteners

WEEKLY
CHECKUP
Freshman Angelica Febrillet prefers
diet sodas to those with sugar. She thinks
it seems to be a healthier choice.
“If I buy soda, I’ll buy Diet Coke. I
don’t want the calories,” she said.
But according to a Purdue University
study on rats, these sweeteners may actually cause you to gain weight.
Researchers led by Susan Swithers of
Purdue found that on average, rats eating
yogurt with no-calorie saccharin gained
more weight than rats eating yogurt sweetened with sugar.

A r n o l d
Frank, a clinical
assistant professor of medicine at GW,
said that lowcalorie sweeteners are not necessarily responsible
for weight gain in
humans.
“I haven’t read that
particular study yet, but
I think that there’s been
a lot of controversy over
low-calorie sweeteners,
and it’s been for decades
now,” Frank said. “There’s
actually very little evidence
that low-calorie sweeteners actually cause
weight gain.”
According to the Purdue study, the saccharin disrupted the rats ability to properly
assess how many calories they were consuming and caused overeating.
“It doesn’t affect me because I’ve heard
things like that before and I feel like it’s
always something,” Febrillet said of the
study.
Many GW students agreed, saying the
study will not change their habits.
“I think either way you’re going to get
fat,” sophomore Joe Delio said.
Robin Acevedo, a freshman, said she
has doubts about the effects.

“I don’t use a lot of sweeteners, but I
drink a lot of Diet Coke,” she said. “I’d
have to see more studies showing that
it’s worse than regular sugar (before I
switched). Either way though, I should cut
it out of my diet.”
In the study only 27 rats were tested, and doctors have commented that rat
studies aren’t necessarily applicable to
humans.
“Whether the rat study is convertible to
people, I couldn’t say, I haven’t read this
particular study yet. But people don’t necessarily have the same reactions as rats,”
Frank said.
Other studies by Swithers have linked
reduced- and no-calorie sweeteners to
weight gain, finding that rats ingesting saccharin had lower energy expenditures after
eating a meal with sugar. However, recent
studies have also found that sucralose, or
Splenda, paired with exercise, helped children lose weight.
In the face of conflicting reports, many
students say the results will have little
to no bearing on their intake. Freshman
Allie Guttenplan, who has studied artificial
sweeteners in class, said she does not feel
affected by the study.
She said “If (the rat study) is true than
obviously I wouldn’t want to drink as
much diet soda, but I’d probably still drink
it.”
– Gabrielle Bluestone

PRAGUE
I’m sitting in a Prague bar talking to three
American expatriates when I learn a word that’s
part of the expat lexicon here in the Czech Republic: czechxican.
“What the hell does that mean?” I ask my
companion.
“We all get paid in cash, under the table,
since we don’t have work permits,” he says. “So
we call ourselves Czechxicans.”
I nearly spit my beer trying to keep from
laughing. Oh sure, the politically incorrect nature of the term doesn’t jive well with my College Democrats membership, but my love of
portmanteaus wins out. And come on, he can’t
be serious. It’s not that hard to get a work permit
over here; you guys are actually legit. Right?
“It’s not a big deal,” he says, unfazed. “Most
schools and bars are fine with paying you
cash.”
Wow.
Contrary to the name of this column, I am
not an expatriate. I’m here in Europe for just
three or four months, and I’ll be home by summer. I have a visa, but it expires in June. Compared to many Americans in Europe, the duration of my stay is a blip
on the radar, an extended
vacation. Nonetheless, in
NATHAN
bars and restaurants and
GROSSMAN on the street, I’ve met a
number of expats living in
GW EXPAT
Prague, a few dozen of the
hundreds of thousands of
Americans currently living abroad.
Expatriate communities have been around
as long as there have been people to form them.
Throughout American history, expatriates and
their friends have been responsible for some of
our nation’s greatest artistic achievements. In the
years following World War I, F. Scott Fitzgerald,
Ernest Hemingway, T.S. Eliot and other famous
writers created their own expat community in
Paris, working on their stories and poems by day
and getting rip-roaringly drunk by night. Langston Hughes and Charlie Parker created a similar
group in the Paris neighborhood of Montmartre, then known as “the Harlem of Paris.” The
beat author William S. Burroughs lived with his
friends in Mexico for several years, completing
his first two novels in the process.
I don’t know if any of them will write the
next "Great Gatsby," but the Americans in the
Czech Republic are a diverse and interesting
bunch. There’s the acoustic guitarist who plays
at some of the expat bars around town. There’s
your typical SoCal University of California
graduate, who’s spending a few years in Europe
teaching English while trying to figure out what
to do next. There’s the girl who spent five years
as a dancer on cruise ships, then came to Prague
and ended up marrying a Czech man. Now
she says, “I don’t know if I’m ever going to go
back.” Finally, there’s the twice-jailed drug trafficker who now makes money writing children’s
books. No joke.
The reasons for leaving America in the first
place are varied as well. Some just wanted to
try something new. Some of them never felt like
they fit in with people back home and are trying their hand at a new country. Others don’t
care for American culture or politics – I’ve heard
more conversations about the 9/11 “conspiracy”
than I care to discuss.
But ultimately, the expatriates are not that different from the denizens of Foggy Bottom. They
might work on legally questionable grounds,
but for the most part, they wouldn’t seem out of
place at the local Starbucks or pickup basketball
game. At least at first glance. 

...the ninth-floor
elevator in New Hall?
by Kyle Landman
Hatchet Staff Writer
Taking an elevator to the ninth floor of
New Hall is not as easy as it would seem
for a relatively new building with three
working elevators. That’s because only
two of them make stops on the top floor.
“I didn’t even realize there was a ninth
floor for a quite a long time,” eighth-floor
resident Alex Hoff said.
Out of the three elevators, only the
middle and left elevators will take riders
up to the ninth floor. The right elevator
can only go up to the eighth floor thanks to
D.C. zoning regulations, said Art Bean, the
director for project management facilities.
In New Hall, one elevator was constructed very close to the edge of the building and the required headroom above the
elevator didn’t meet the D.C. standards.
Hence the mystery of the eighth-flooronly elevator.
Still, New Hall dwellers, like ninth –
floor resident Elliot Waldman, have found
the unusual elevator situation to be an inconvenience.
Josh Wolf/Hatchet staff photographer
Waldman said that the confusion
Students looking to get to the top floor of New Hall often have to wait for the right elevator to take them.
caused him to get off on the eighth floor

and attempt to open the wrong door, only
to find out minutes later that he was actually a floor below his dorm room.
Meredith Owen, a senior and ninthfloor resident, said that she thinks the situation is frustrating.
“It sucks. It’s really inconvenient because over the summer, people were moving in and the only elevator that was working was the one that doesn’t go to the ninth
floor,” Owen said. “My roommate had to
lug this futon up a flight of stairs, which
was really small and hard. I think it’s not
fair, you know. It shouldn’t be like that.”
Although the general consensus is
that the elevators are a bit problematic,
many students say they have become accustomed to the elevator as the year has
progressed.
Ninth-floor resident Stacey Wujcik
said she considers the mix-up a great social
opportunity because it can spark elevator conversations with people you don’t
know.
Though Wujcik was positive about the
extra planning it takes to get to her floor,
she knows that she’s probably one of few.
She said, “Mostly people on the floor
really hate it.” 
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GW BlindDate:
Not the right type
Sophomore Carly Donnelly and junior Jeffrey
DeSousa enjoyed a friendly Thursday evening
at Luigi’s Restaurant. Friendly was as good as it
got though, and not even the stems of roses that
Jeffrey gave to Carly could save him from
plutonic purgatory.

DaterBios
Name: Carly Donnelly
Year: Sophomore
Age: 19
Hometown: Baltimore
Major: Criminal justice

What is your ideal first date?

What do you look for in a person?

What are your own interests?

Carly: My ideal first date is
some sort of meal and a good
conversation.

Carly: My favorite thing to do
is dance.

Name: Jeffrey DeSousa
Year: Junior
Age: 20
Hometown: Bridgewater, Mass.
Major: Religion

Jeffrey: Something fun but laid
back, like getting ice cream and
walking around D.C.

Carly: A solid sense of humor,
some sort of passion or goal, and
intelligence, as well as honesty
and openness.

Carly
I am single and have been
since I started GW. I am pretty
much open to anything, so I
thought going on a blind date
would be a good idea.
At Luigi’s, I ordered gnocchi because I was familiar with
it.
My favorite part of the date
was when he paid for roses.
Luigi’s gives out roses and he
knew about it. I thought it was
adorable.
My first impression of
him was that he was cute and

Life

Jeffrey: Confidence is important
– I feel like it’s foundational for
a relationship. Also, well roundedness, athletic, smart, cute and
funny.

Jeffrey: I’m glad that it is getting
warm outside because I really
enjoy cycling, squash and being
outdoors.

Jeffrey
dressed very well – he was not
your typical GW guy, and I
was taken aback.
It went very well for being
a naturally awkward situation.
If I were to do it again, I
doubt that I would get someone as conversational as he
was. We talked about school,
interests, family, religion and
jobs. The conversation kept
going and going, and we had
an OK time.
I would give the date an
A-. 

I have been to Luigi’s
before, so I had my favorite
dish of chicken marsala.
Carly and I had never met
before and it was my first time
on a blind date. I thought she
was really friendly and outgoing … We had some good
conversation and the food
was good. Overall, it was
nice, and we had a good time.
I thought we had a lot in com-

mon and she was really easy
to talk to, which I liked.
I probably would not go
on, like, another, “date-date,”
but I want to hang out with
her again. She is a great girl,
but probably not my type
– not that I know what my
type is.
I would give the date an
A-. 

by Colleen Brisport | Hatchet Reporter
Photos by Ryder Haske | assistant photo editor
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Univ. holds first Relay for Life in Smith Ctr.
Cancer survivors shared stories
about their personal struggles
by Sarah Karlin
Hatchet Staff Writer
About 500 GW students and
community members camped
out in Smith Center Saturday
night as part of a walk-a-thon
that generated about $60,000 for
cancer research.
At GW’s Relay for Life – a
12-hour event sponsored by Program Board – students dressed
in costumes, played root beer
pong, competed in a Pretty, Pretty Princess pageant and shared
stories of struggles with cancer.
Program Board is donating the
money raised to the American
Cancer Society.
“Tonight let us remember
and celebrate those who have
fallen to this horrendous disease:
our mothers, our uncles, friends
and loved ones,” said Presidential Administrative Fellow
Bianca Garcia, whom doctors
diagnosed with thyroid cancer
her junior year at GW. “Let’s celebrate those fighting to reclaim
their lives and let’s fight back.”
At the event’s opening ceremony, Garcia fought back tears

as she shared details of her personal struggle.
“In the end, after all the radiation and the pills and blood
work, you have to reclaim yourself,” Garcia said. “While some
days are harder than others, the
days are still mine and I’m still
here … I may not have asked for
this, but I can get myself out of
it.”
The walk-a-thon kicked off
with a ‘survivor’s lap.’ Fellow
relay participants applauded
as Garcia and other cancer survivors made their way around
Smith Center to the sound of
Destiny’s Child’s “Survivor”.
Garcia’s Kappa Kappa Gamma
sorority members stood and
held up hand-painted signs expressing their love and pride for
their friend.
Caregivers joined the survivors for the second lap of the
evening, followed by a third lap
in which all of the 53 participating teams walked together.
Teams included sorority and
fraternity groups, an EMeRG
team, a group of students who
recently participated in Alter-

Ryder Haske/assistant photo editor

Colin Bornmann (left) and Ellen Barr (right) honor victims and survivors of cancer during a vigil at
Saturday night's Relay for Life. Participants raised about $60,000 for cancer research.
native Spring Break together
While one team member students who live on the Mount
and the Organization of Latino needed to be walking at all times Vernon campus dressed in 1960’s
American Students all claimed throughout the night, other attire and set up a tie dye station.
“camp sites” or team spaces in team members were free to so- Presidential Administrative Felcialize, eat and relax. A group of lows Josh Lasky and Ravi AlSmith Center.

NPR host brings radio feel to Lisner
by Robert Lee
Senior Staff Writer
In a dimly lit Lisner Auditorium Saturday night, public radio
personality Ira Glass opened his
show with what he called “the feel
of radio.”
Glass, who began his radio career at National Public Radio when
he was 19, hosts “This American
Life,” and now a television spin off
on the Showtime Network under
the same name. The show follows
a documentary format, chronicling
the odd lives of ordinary Americans.
Sitting at a mixing board located in the center of the stage, Glass
shared stories about his experience
in broadcast journalism and the
power of radio before a sold out
audience.
“It’s the job of journalism not
to just tell us what is new it’s the
job of journalism to tell us what is,

PROTEST
from p. A1
GW freshman Steph Figgins
said she was proud of GW’s “strong
showing” at the event. Figgins,
STAND’s D.C. outreach coordinator, said there was a marked difference between her organization’s
methods and protesting of the past.
“We’recomingtotheWhiteHouse
with a specific set of policy asks,” she
said. “This is not our parents’ generation, where people showed up just to
protest. We are well-educated on the
subject and we have a clear idea of
what needs to be done.”
American sophomore Dana
Fleitman, one of the protest's organizers, said despite the arrests,
no serious altercations occurred
between STAND members and the
police. She emphasized that her
group was committed to practicing
peaceful civil disobedience.
“I think our positive message
should be matched with a positive protest,” Fleitman said. “We
worked with police, obtained permits and offered civil disobedience
training for protesters.”
Fleitman said the Park Police
offered to return signs that had
been confiscated after the protest.
“Our message is for the executive,” Fleitman said. “We’re not

like what is our world,” he said.
Glass was critical of his peers
in broadcast journalism, saying
they have lost the “humor, surprise and sense of discovery” that
used to be apparent throughout
the news.
“My problem with most radio
and television broadcast journalism is that it makes the world seem
smaller, stupider and less interesting than it is,” he said.
Glass offered advice to people
starting careers in radio by saying a
good story on the radio allows the
listener to relate to and visualize
the program.
“Radio is your most visual medium,” he joked. “That’s not actually true, but if you say that in a certain tone of voice, it seems true.”
Glass also touched on the
recent anniversary of Martin Luther King Jr.’s assassination. He
remarked that radio has the same
ability to spread the compassion

King preached to his followers.
“Nobody changes their mind
(on political issues) by what they
hear on the radio about that,”
he said. “But I do believe a radio show can help us see each
other and that empathy makes us
sane.”
Glass ended his show by answering questions on the upcoming season of his TV show, music
in radio and politics.
When asked whether he would
start a school for people interested
in radio broadcasting, Glass said
starting a radio program with
similar humor to The Daily Show
would be more worth his time.
“I think doing something like
a news show with the tone of The
Daily Show … that would be the
thing that pushed everything to
the next level, even more than a
school,” he said.
Janice Goldblum, a District resident, said she was impressed with

looking to trouble the police.”
Julia Schumacher, a junior from
Luther College in Iowa, said she
hoped the turnout would encourage President Bush to use his last
year in office to end the genocide.
“We’re here to send the message that students care about Dar-

fur and we want our government
to act,” Schumacher said.
The protesters were undeterred
by the lack of an administration response to the demonstration.
“It seems like George Bush
wants to ignore us,” Schumacher
said. “But we won’t be ignored.” 

the show’s sound and story-telling
aspects.
“People don’t listen to stories
anymore,” she said. “I’m glad Ira
brought that back for a couple of
hours tonight.”
Elizabeth Paulson, another
area resident, said Glass’ stories are
personal and life-changing.
“(The stories) are the kind that
you think about non-stop throughout the week until his next show,”
she said.
“This American Life” has 1.6
million listeners weekly, and has
become very popular in its podcast
format available on iTunes.
Sam Sweeney, a sophomore at
Georgetown, said he enjoys Glass’s
show but was taken aback by the
intensity of the radio show’s following.
He said, “I loved the show, and
love American Life, but I didn’t realize the extent of this cult that follows him.” 

freds sold blow pops “because
cancer sucks,” Lasky said.
The Phi Kappa Psi fraternity
raised the most of any GW team,
collecting more than $10,000.
Fraternity
member
David
Miranda raised $4,376, making
him the event’s top individual
fundraiser. He said he relied on
the Internet and Facebook to collect donations.
But for most students, the
night was as much about raising money as it was about honoring those who have battled
cancer. During the silent Ceremony of Hope, they lit bags
known as luminaries to commemorate the lives of those
who died of cancer and celebrate cancer survivors.
American Cancer Society
representative Nicole Pielech
assisted GW’s Relay for Life
planning committee and said
GW students may have been
exhausted, but their motivation
to complete the event did not
falter.
“Around three in the morning it turns into a glazed walk,”
said event chair Ashley Irl, a senior. “Everyone’s just keeping
themselves awake. It gets to a
point to where you’re walking
in delirium.”
She added, “At 7 a.m. you
feel really accomplished.” 
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POPE

The Pope's D.C. Travel Route

from p. A1
to the pope than her peers. The
Diocese of Washington selected Lehnerd as one of the mass’
four young adult gift bearers.
“I’m obviously very excited
and overwhelmed, and I’m not
sure how I will react to the situation, being in such close presence with someone we believe
to be so holy and such an important leader in the Church,”
Lehnerd said. “I almost see it
as a reward for all the work
I’ve done being involved with
Newman Center for the past
four years. I could not even
imagine having such a great
reward to graduate with. It’s
such an honor to participate in
this Mass.”
Newman
Center
The
shared its tickets with two
other Catholic groups on campus, The Catholic Daughters of
the Americas and the Knights
of Columbus. Senior Conrad
Murphy, the grand knight of
GW’s Knights of Columbus
chapter, said his group gives a
large sum of the money to the
pope annually.
“One thing the Knights of
Columbus on a national level
does is the Supreme Knight
writes a check for a million
dollar to the pope, and then
the pope uses that to give to
charities,” Murphy said.
Catholic University also
distributed tickets to a lawn
event in which students will
watch and wave at Benedict in
the Popemobile while it is en
route to the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate
Conception April 16. The next
day, Benedict will meet more

BSU
from p. A1
as well as its future.
This year the BSU held an issue
forum on the Jena 6, sponsored
GW Decision 08 – an initiative
that provided students with information on the Student Association
elections – and organized Black
Heritage Celebration, which was

than 200 Catholic college and
university officials to discuss
Catholic education at Catholic
University.
Michelle Huntley, a GW
senior and a regent in GW’s
Catholic Daughters of the
Americas chapter, said Catholic teachings can help foster
strong academics at Catholic
universities.
“As a Catholic organization, it is important to follow
the teachings of the Church in
their entirety,” Huntley said
in an e-mail. “Adhering to the
teachings and principles of the
Church is not a threat to academic freedom or intellectual
pursuits. Rather, the teachings

of the Church are meant to
compliment and enhance academia.”
Huntley wrote that even as
a secular university, Catholic
students make an effort to uphold these teachings at GW.
“Because we are at a secular university, we encourage
daughters to help each other
stay active in their faith, even
if others around them do not,”
Huntley wrote. “College can
be an easy time to fall away
from the faith and as Catholics at GW, we try to encourage
people to stay committed to
the teachings and beliefs of the
Church.” 

based on the theme, “E Pluribus
Unum, Out of many, One.”
To compliment its large-scale
programming, the BSU frequently
hosts small academic lectures and
supports smaller minority organizations, such as the Black Men’s
Initiative.
“We try to hit on the spiritual,
physical and intellectual fronts,”
Basden said.
Still, the BSU wants to continue to expand its influence and

continue its role as a platform to
voice student concerns.
“In the future, we hope to continue to grow our membership,”
Basden said. “We’d like to set up a
political action committee as well
as an a capella group. We would
also like to continue to work with
other multicultural student organizations, and all student organizations in general, to assist them
with their needs and advocate on
their behalf.” 

Everyone hates a tattletale. Except
xcept The Hatchet
Hatchet.
Be the next Deep Throat. 202-994-7550
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CLASSIFIEDS

160 - ORGANIZATIONS

245 - RENT DC

499 - GENERAL

FREE
FINANCIAL
WORKSHOP
Ameriprise Financial Workshop at WOV’s
Open Hse-Sat. 4/19/08 @ 12noon at Trinity College 125 Michigan Ave NE, WDC
20017 Pre-register online at www.wovinc.
org or call 301-505-3981

1 BR SEMI-FURN 1 BLK GWU/METRO
AVAILABLE FROM 8/16/2008. RENT
$1,700. CALL 201-666-1328

QI SPA in Georgetown offers student discount from Monday-Thursday for a limited
time. 3106 M St. 202-333-6344

245 - RENT DC

515 - GENERAL

199 - GENERAL

EFFICIENCY: 25TH & K 24 hour desk,
pool. Utilities included. Available July
2008. $1,295/mo. Garage parking available for $150/mo. Kand25th@yahoo.com

X-CONFERENCE 2008 - April 18-20, Hilton Gaithersburg. 20 speakers, documentaries, cocktail party, banquet. 1,2,3-Day
Passes. 202-215-8344, PRG@paradigmresearchgroup.org (call/email for student
discount), www.x-conference.com

ACC SUMMER PROGRAM IN VIETNAM
Join a study and service abroad in Vietnam with the ACC International Consortium program of Wake Forest and Virginia
Tech. May 24-July 3, 2008. Fascinating
cultural study and service experience
in the Mekong Delta. 336-758-5229 or
800-272-5519. 6 hours credit may be arranged. Estimated total cost $5000 from
N C. A program of the Peacework Development Fund, a non-profit 501c3 organization. www.peacework.org

245 - RENT DC

EARN $800-$3200 A MONTH to drive
brand new cars with ads placed on them.
www.adcarclub.com

610 - CHILD CARE

NEAR GWU 2030 F STREET, NICE STUDIO, RENT $1450, CALL 202-321-1825
JANETMALAKI@YAHOO. COM

EXPUNGE
DC,

620 - INTERNSHIPS, PAID

RECRUITING ASSISTANT. AdamsGrayson Corp., a placement agency in Washington, DC, is seeking a Recruiting Assistant for its Legal Staffing Division. Duties
include screening resumes, scheduling interviews, performing background
checks and maintaining personnel records. Candidates must have a bachelor’s degree and experience working in an
office environment. We are looking for an
outgoing individual who is comfortable on
the phone, and someone who can adjust
easily to rapidly changing needs. We offer
a generous compensation package that
includes paid health insurance, vacation
and other great benefits. To learn more
about us, visit www. AdamsGrayson.com.
To apply, email your resume and cover
letter to hr@adamsgrayson.com.

CAMPAIGN EXPERIENCE! DC Council
Candidate Cary Silverman (D-Ward 2)
seeks motivated, energetic individuals
for leadership & volunteer roles in campaign. Volunteer@CaryForCouncil.org /
202-347-7850.

MD,

VA
GUEST SERVICE AGENTS All suite hotel needs friendly, service minded people
for various front desk shifts. Experience
is preferred. Must be flexible with scheduling.

460 - TRAVEL

We offer good wages and benefits. Apply
in person, fax or mail resume to:

SKYDIVE! One Day First Jumps! Student Discounts. Gift Certificates! www.
skydiveorange.com 877-348-3759

615 - FULL TIME
ADMIN/OFFICE Seeking office manager
for busy downtown D. C. psychiatric practiceóideal for those interested in future
career in psychóF/T starting in May 2008
(possible P/T in April). Send resume to:
jkatzow@gmail.com

615 - FULL TIME
Your court record.
301-565-2917

615 - FULL TIME

PT SUMMER CHILDCARE 9 yo boy
Capitol Hill. 12-6pm Wed - Fri. M/F Must
have car. $15.00/hr. June 16 - end Aug.
202 669 1338 lkcoffman@verizon.net

430 - LEGAL

COLONIAL PROMOS (www. ColonialPromos.com), a GW student-managed
business, is hiring students as interns
and managers. Email resumes to Tom
McDougall at tmcdougall@onsalepromos.com. Paid and for credit positions.

The George Washington University Inn

SPACIOUS 1 BEDROOM Spacious 1
bedrroom just off campus. Open floor
plan. parking available for more info
contact e.muhlrad@remee.com

824 New Hampshire Ave., NW Washington, DC 20037
Fax (202) 337-2540

655 - ON CAMPUS
STUDENT ASSISTANTS NEEDED The
GW Law School Career Development
Office is hiring up to 5 student assistants
for administrative support for the summer
and/or school year. Must have professional demeanor, customer service skills
and be dependable. 15-25 hours per
week. $10/hour. Please send resume to
Anna Owsley at aowsley@law.gwu.edu.

665 - PART TIME
!BARTENDING! UP TO $300/DAY No
experience necessary. Training provided.
800-965-6520x171.

665 - PART TIME
BOOKKEEPER/ADMIN SUPPORT

620 - INTERNSHIPS, PAID

Evening Manager

We accept American Express,
Discover, MasterCard, and VISA cards, as well as
cash & checks through the office.

INTERNSHIP/PAID. WANTED: Aggressive, outgoing go-getter to work with
Senior Vice President at Wachovia Securities. Call Bill Flanigan, Senior VicePresident, 301-961-0131.

Highly reputable optometry practice on
GW campus is seeking dependable college student for bookkeeping tasks and
occasional administrative support. Looking for summer and fall commitment. Exp
with QuickBooks helpful. $10/hr, 15-20
hrs/wk - flexible schedules. Call Joe @
202-659-6555 or email resume to info@
metropolitanoptical.com.

665 - PART TIME
ARE YOU AMBITIOUS? Financial
Agents, Loan Officers, Realtors Wanted.
We are a progressive and rapidly growing mortgage and financial company
seeking highly motivated people. No
experience required, we train 100%.
Full-time and Part-time available. College students welcome. Send resume to
info@loanoriginatorrecruiter.com or call
202-425-3935. http://www.loanoriginatorrecruiter.com.
BARRISTA’S PART-TIME POSITIONS
available at popular Dupont Circle
area coffeehouse. Must be available to
do graveyard and weekend shifts. Call
for interview. 202-463-764
SPECIAL NEEDS SPECIALIST Assist
and care for a young man with special
needs. Take him on his Saturday outtings-out to eat, social activities, sporting and
music events. 10am-8pm $14 hr. Contact
Julie at jritter@rueschfamilyfoundation.
com 202-549-7701
CASHIER/STOCK/DELIVERY Fine wine
store in need of part-time & full time employees. 202-833-0707-ask for Steve.
OFFICE ASSISTANT foggy bottom. 5-10
hrs wk, private psychotherapy practice.
Job for student (good GPA)/retiree. Flexible hours (some friday hours required).
Manual ledger entry, filing, copying.
Home internet access helpful. Summer/
Fall availability desired. $8.00 hr. (202)
457-9122.
YARDWORK HELP needed asap, 2-4
hours, weekends. Georgetown Penna/M
area. Summer availability desirable. $8/
hr. 202-457-9122

Place ads
online at
www.gwhatchet.com/classifi
g
/
eds

Edited by Will Shortz
Across
1 ___ Antoinette
6 Tallies
10 Series of scenes
13 Actress Blake or
Plummer
15 Not having a
stitch on
16 Letter before
sigma
17 Lump in the
throat
18 “Calm down!”
20 Neighbor of
Scot.
21 Dabbling duck
23 Years and years
and years
24 “Move!”
29 One-named Art
Deco master
30 Stephen of “The
Crying Game”
31 Bear in
constellation
names

34 Cap
C or helmet
39 “Pay attention!”
43 Cared for a
home while the
owner was away
44 Pink wine
45 Hang back
46 Sail support
49 “Lookie there!”
56 Like many a
wiseacre’s
comment: Abbr.
57 Part of F.Y.I.
58 Lots of laughs
60 “Oh, be serious!”
64 Car model with a
musical name
66 Metalliferous
rock
67 Done with
68 Passes, as a law
69 Auction motion
70 Farewells
71 “Savvy?”
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Down
1 Crew member
2 Honor ___
thieves
3 Poconos or
Tetons
4 Write-___ (some
votes)
5 Manuscript
receiver
6 White, in Mexico
7 Owing
8 Banned
insecticide
9 Caribbean, e.g.
10 “This way” sign
11 Dishes for fancy
meals
12 ___-turvy
14 Native seal
hunter
19 “Golly!”
22 Breakfasted, e.g.
25 Parts of an
udder
26 Stew
27 Go like mad
28 “If I ___ hammer
…”
31 “Yuck!”
32 Rock’s ___
Speedwagon
33 Sutcliffe of the
early Beatles
34 F.D.R. successor
35 Middle
measurement
36 It may be puffed
up
37 Sighs of
contentment
38 Letter carrier’s
assignment:
Abbr.
40 Hades
41 Golfer ___ Aoki

1

2

3

4

5

13

6
14

8

9

21
24

32

26

29

30

27

41

35

36

37

38

42

43

44
45

49

like the Hatchet, but .com

28

34
40

50

51

46

52

56
60

61

66

67

69

70

62

47

48

53

54

57

58

63

64

55
59

65

68
71

Puzzle by C.
C W. Stewart
S

42 Heroic legend
46 Call to a calf
47 Blow ___
(become
enraged)
48 Brawny
49 Not be able to
swallow
50 When to
celebrate el año
nuevo

GWHatchet.com
com

23

25

39

12

19

22

33

11

16

18

20

10

15

17

31

7

No. 0303

51 Schlepped
S

55 ___-frutti

52 “Gimme ___!”
(frequent
Alabama
cheerleader’s
cry)

59 Cartoonist
Thomas

53 Color specialists
54 “It’s ___”
(“There’s no
doubt”)

61 High tennis shot
62 Some Christmas
greenery
63 Doctor’s quote
65 Scottish refusal

For answers, call 1-900-285-5656, $1.49
$
a minute; or, with a
credit card, 1-800-814-5554.
Annual subscriptions are available for the best of Sunday
crosswords from the last 50 years: 1-888-7-ACROSS.
Online subscriptions: Today's puzzle and more than 2,000
past puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($39.95 a year).
Share tips: nytimes.com/puzzleforum. Crosswords for young
solvers: nytimes.com/learning/xwords.

Put down
those pencils!
Play another Sudoku
online DAILY at
www.gwhatchet.com/puzzles
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Women's water polo ends regular season with loss
Seniors have not won a conference game in three years
by Dan Greene
Senior Staff Writer
Three years is a long time to wait. In a collegiate
career, it is almost a lifetime.
The four seniors on GW women’s water polo
team were only freshmen the last time they won a
regular-season Collegiate Water Polo Association
conference game – three years and four days before
they played their final home game Sunday morning
at Smith Center. While Colonials head coach Scott
Reed took the microphone and spoke to his seniors
and their fans before the game, it was the visiting
Princeton Tigers doing the waiting, loitering in an
adjacent corner of the pool as they listened to his
remarks and politely applauded their upcoming opponents.
As the pre-game festivities wrapped up and the
teams took to the water for the opening swim-off,
Princeton’s wait came to its predictable and inevitable
end. But that beginning jockeying for possession was
only the outset of the Colonials’ effort to erase the pesky line in their game notes that recalls the significance
of that April 9, 2005, win over Salem International. But
with all of its might and hope, the Colonials could not
register a win, losing 10-6.
Princeton entered the contest with a chance to tie
for first place in the CWPA Southern Division, on the
heels of a 15-6 victory over GW from just a week earlier. For their part, the Colonials seemed undaunted by
the task at hand, even as the Tigers drew first blood
with a goal less than two minutes into the game. GW
would notch the game’s next two scores before the
first quarter closed with the teams knotted at three

goals apiece.
The second period was played under a more
deliberate pace, each team’s defense forcing the opposing offense to hold the ball for much of the shot
clock and limiting the overall scoring chances. After the teams exchanged goals, the Colonials ended
the half with a two-minute momentum swing that
began with senior goalkeeper Julie Jacoby turning
away a breakaway shot from point-blank range and
ended with sophomore Marissa Stamler scoring off
a rebound with just four seconds left in the half. GW
took a 5-4 lead into the break, that elusive victory appearing within reach.
“We decided that it was going to be to our best
interest to be very patient and limit the opportunities
for Princeton on the offensive end,” Reed said after
the game. “We really kind of tried to stall things out
because we knew we weren’t going to get too many
opportunities to begin with.”
But the slow pace did GW’s offense few favors
in the second half. Defense again limited the Tigers’
scoring, this time to two goals in the third quarter, but
the Colonials failed to find the net in that same period.
Senior Sarah Stimson’s early fourth-quarter goal tied
the score at six, but the Tigers ended the game with a
flurry of scores – four in three minutes – to wrap up a
the victory and extend the wait for GW’s seniors indefinitely.
“Looking back, it might have hurt us in the fourth
quarter a little bit, took us out of sync,” Reed said of
the team’s defensive-minded strategy. “But it was
something we had to try to do.”
But for the Colonials (7-19 and 0-6 in CWPA), not
all is lost. The seniors – Jacoby, Stimson, Rebecca Stein

Lacrosse loses to Denver

On Senior Day, the GW lacrosse team
dropped the ball.
The Colonials fell to the University of
Denver 13-9 at the Mount Vernon Athletic
Complex Sunday afternoon. It was the
squad’s fifth straight loss and final nonconference game.
GW led in shots, ground balls and draw
controls (the latter of which coach Tara Hannaford said she was most proud). However,
in critical areas, the Pioneers outmatched
the Colonials. Denver’s goalies had 13 saves
to senior Caitlin Garmen’s four. And Denver, of course, outscored GW. Garmen was
ranked seventh in the nation for total saves
last week.
“It’s the first time all season I think
that we’ve controlled draw controls. We
had a few mistakes that I’d like to take
back, but overall I told these guys we
were proud of them and how they went
out and fought,” Hannaford said. “We’d
like to have the (win), but we’ll take what
we get.”
Like in many close games this season,
the Colonials could not take control in the
second half when the contest was close.
Ben Solomon/senior staff photographer
“We have to fight in the second part Senior Hayley McDonough chases after Denver's Danielle
of the second half a lot of times, but we’ve Provance Sunday afternoon. The Pioneers won, 13-9.
also led a lot of games,” Hannaford said.
“I don’t think we’ve consistently come out
goals in the second half. “But we played hard the whole
slow, but I think we have had little lapses that we can’t time, and I’m really proud.”
afford to have.”
Eight of the team's eleven losses this season have
Despite senior Lindsay Melvin’s first of three goals been within three points. Four have been one-point lossless than one minute into the game, Denver pulled es. The three wins have all had a more decisive range.
ahead, scoring seven goals in the next 20 minutes. Senior
“It’s tough to lose every game by two or one, but I’d
Kristen Karcsh and sophomore Mia Breheny scored one rather have that than a blowout,” Hannaford said. “We
goal each to end the period down 7-3.
just have to push over the edge and the girls have to get
It seemed in the second half that GW had a chance confident that we’re going to win.”
to tie up the score. Freshman Audrey Joy and Karcsh
The Colonials host Richmond Wednesday afterbrought the Colonials (3-11) to within two tallies of the noon in their home finale. Hannaford said the team
Pioneers, but were unable to score again. In the final needs to remember to play a full-field game.
20 seconds of the game, the Pioneers scored two more
“I think we’re a pretty good, solid one-on-one (degoals to put an end to the fight.
fensively),” Hannaford said. “Our attack is able to get a
“I think we fought really hard, but we just couldn’t lot of shots off. But our weakness is not always seeing
finish our shots,” said Melvin, who contributed two the whole field.”

Baseball
The baseball team
dropped two of
three
contests
against Fordham
in New York. The
Rams won games on Friday and
Sunday, 3-0 and 6-4, respectively, while the Colonials took
Saturday’s game, 9-6. GW junior
Pat Lehman pitched his second
straight complete game Sunday.
The Colonials (17-17, 6-6 A-10)
next hosts Towson Wednesday
afternoon.

HOBBS
from p. A1
him that he is happy in Foggy Bottom and has no immediate plans to
leave. But Providence is in the Big
East, one of the strongest basketball
conferences in the country where
Hobbs once played and coached
with the University of Connecticut.
“Providence is back home and
in the Big East,” Kvancz said. “Dollars? I guess that could play into
it.”

In the last few weeks, George
Mason’s Jim Larranaga and Massachusetts’ Travis Ford both turned
down the job. Others mentioned
in media reports are University
of Florida’s associate head coach
Larry Shyatt and Larry Brown,
who has coached in the NBA and
college.
It is questionable whether a
job at Providence still has the lure
it once did in the 1970s and 1980s,
when the Friars appeared in two
Final Fours. The Big East now has
16 teams, eight of which earned
berths in the NCAA tournament.
Providence competes for recruits
with local schools such as UConn.,

his squad will be up to the challenge.
“I’m feeling very good,” Reed said about the state
of his team heading into the tournament. “If they play
this well and correct some of the mistakes we made in
this game, we could surprise some people.”
To get that opportunity, they’ll just have to wait
another week. 

Crew hosts annual regatta
by Alex Byers
Contributing Editor

by Gabrielle Bluestone
Hatchet Staff Writer

Softball
The Colonials split
contests against
Dayton Saturday
at the Mount Vernon Athletic Complex. GW lost the
first game of the doubleheader,
2-1, in extra innings and won
the second, 7-6. Senior Katie Miller had four hits and two
RBIs in the second game, including a game-winning single
with the bases loaded in the
bottom of the seventh inning.
GW (8-19, 4-6 A-10) heads to
Emmitsburg, Md., Thursday to
face Mount St. Mary’s.

and Greta Padraza – may not have another chance to
record a regular season win, but next weekend their
hopes are born anew with the CWPA Southern Divisional Championship, a tournament pitting all four of
the division’s members against one another to anoint
its postseason champion. So often in sports it is in the
playoffs that teams are truly judged, and Reed thinks

Men fourth, women fifth in GW Invitational

Senior Day sour as
Colonials drop fifth
straight game

VARSITYROUNDUP

Anne Wernikoff/Hatchet photographer

GW's Amy Moren guards Princeton's Lauren Sabb during the Tigers' 10-6 win Sunday morning at
Smith Center. The Colonials next play in the CWPA Southern Division Championship.

Women’s tennis
The
women’s
tennis team won
both its matches
over the weekend,
defeating
James Madison University
6-2 Saturday and crosstown rival Howard 7-0, to
conclude the regular season. The Colonials are 7-10
and next play in the Atlantic
10 Championships, which
begin Friday in Monroeville,
Pa.

Boston College, Rhode Island and
Massachusetts. If Hobbs has hopes
to return to Connecticut when head
coach Jim Calhoun retires, it would
be more difficult from a fellow Big
East program.
“I don’t know if Karl has said
he wants to go to UConn,” Kvancz
said. “He said he’s pretty happy
here.”
Kvancz has only given one
team permission to speak to Hobbs
during his tenure. After GW’s historic 2006 NCAA run, Kvancz gave
the University of Cincinnati permission to talk to Hobbs, but Mick
Cronin, formerly the coach of Murray State, got the job.

Every time a rowing crew disembarked its long,
slender boat and carried its shell to the Thompson
Boathouse on the Potomac River, people got in the
way. It is just what happens when you jam 13 crews,
spectators and tourists into Washington Harbor on a
Saturday afternoon in April.
And every time the crew had to ask someone to
get out of the way, you heard the same words.
“Heads up!”
Not “watch out,” or “get out of the way.”
Instead, “heads up.”
Maybe it is because that is what has always been
said. Or maybe that is just what rolls off the tongue
quickest.
Either way, there might be no better metaphor
for the sport itself: it is a tradition. And you’ve got
to be fast.
The United States Naval Academy was the fastest
of them all this weekend, taking home first place at
the 21st annual GW Invitational Regatta with a score
of 174 points. The Midshipmen received the Gilbert
H. Hood Jr. point trophy for their winning efforts.
GW took fifth place in the overall competition
with 103 points while taking fourth in the women’s
category and fifth in the men’s. The University of
Iowa and Syracuse University won the men’s and
women’s categories, respectively.
“I think overall it was a pretty good weekend,”
women’s crew coach Rob McCracken said. “One of
the nice things about the race that we host is that it
gives us three distinct racing opportunities. I feel like

over the course of each of the three races, our boats
worked on a lot of things and improved and got better. That will hopefully help us next weekend when
we have our Atlantic 10 Championships.”
The invitational consists of multiple two- and
three-boat races of a two-kilometer length. While other schools have set courses that can remain buoyed
for long periods of time, the traffic and characteristics
of the Potomac River do not afford the Colonials that
opportunity.
Still, McCracken said the tradition of rowing on
an open river and having to navigate objects in the
water – in this case, the Francis Scott Key Bridge – is
part of what makes the Potomac an excellent venue.
“It’s really neat when you look out in the Potomac
and see the lane lines. I think it’s a really neat place to
be able to race,” he said. “You’re coming down the
course and going underneath the Key Bridge and
there’s the Washington Monument poking up in the
distance and the Kennedy Center.”
And with such prestigious landmarks lining the
course and a plethora of polo shirts and topsiders
clothing the spectators as they sip beverages from
riverside bars, the event can seem rather elite. That is
because that is how the sport used to be, McCracken
said. Nowadays, McCracken said he thinks the sport
is becoming more common.
“People often associated it with just the Ivy
League and Great Britain, but I think it’s starting to
go full circle and coming back to something where
there are a lot more opportunities,” he said. “All over
the country you see more and more high school programs growing, which helps feed to the collegiate
level."

FLYINGFELIPE

Ben Solomon/senior staff photographer

The Washington Nationals' Felipe Lopez dives toward Braves shortstop Yunel Escobar and second base during Atlanta's 10-2 win Saturday afternoon at Nationals Park in Southeast D.C.

The school year might be in the ninth inning,
but the sports section is looking for talent!!

e-mail sports@gwhatchet.com

