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Booking issues
plague Fall Fest
by Nathan Grossman
Campus News Editor
Last-minute booking problems for this Saturday's Fall Fest
sent Program Board leaders
scrambing for new bands about
a week before the concert, leading to the selection of Virginia
Coalition and The Canon Logic
as co-headliners.
The University cancelled
mash-up artist Girl Talk last
Thursday amid concerns for
safety and security, stemming
from the musician’s request to
not have a barricade in front of
the crowd. About a week earlier, rock band Rooney backed
out of the concert, citing a family emergency.
Virginia Coalition, also
known as VACO, is based in
Alexandria, Va. and is touring
this month with singer-songwriter Kate Voegele. The Canon
Logic is based in New York City
and played at the Vans Warped
Tour in 2007.
Fall Fest is traditionally one
of GW's largest musical events,
headlined in the past by artists

Girl Talk
like OK Go, Common, Kanye
West, Andrew W.K. and Cypress Hill.
Program Board Chair Tiffany Meehan said Virginia
Coalition originally replaced
Rooney as a co-headliner, and
The Canon Logic was slated
to be an opener until Girl Talk
fell through. She emphasized
that Fall Fest is “bigger than
the band,” noting the numerous other events which include
tug of war, jousting and T-shirt
making.
Tim Miller, executive director of the Student Activities Center, said the University
backed out of negotiations over

Witnessing History
Politically active students travel
to Democratic convention

See FALL FEST, p. 3

Knapp shuns calls for
drinking age reform
by Amy Rhodin
Hatchet Staff Writer
University President Steven
Knapp said he has no immediate plans to question the nation's
drinking age, despite a movement
by prominent higher education
leaders who say the law encourages dangerous behavior.
The Amethyst Initiative, created by Middlebury College President Emeritus John McCardell
in July, has been signed by 129
college and university presidents
who feel the drinking age is not
very effective and has unintended
consequences that can pose fatal
risks to young people. Its signatories include Knapp’s former boss
at Johns Hopkins, President William Brody.
Knapp said he is concerned
about underage drinking on campus and sees the reasoning for the
petition, but is unsure that supporting it is the best approach for
the University.
“I would like to have a fuller

study and discussion with my
staff before deciding if this is the
best way to approach the issue of
underage alcohol consumption,”
Knapp said.
Last year, EMeRG took a record 253 students to the hospital for alcohol-related incidents.
Knapp said alcohol education
programs on campus and at orientation – rather than lowering
the drinking age – will help curb
the problem.
“A lower drinking age would
mean more traffic fatalities and,
frankly, a rise in the overall consumption of alcohol," Knapp
said.
While Knapp is not convinced that a lowered drinking
age is the best route towards
abating the problem, University
of Maryland President C.D. Mote
Jr. said he sees benefits in changing underage consumption laws.
He signed the initiative after witnessing the effects of dangerous

by Gabriella Schwarz | Hatchet Reporter

DENVER – Last week some of GW’s own had a
front-row seat to history at the Democratic National
Convention.
While students in Foggy Bottom sat glued to
their televisions, a number of GW Democrats spent
a week in the Mile High City listening to speakers,
participating in workshops and supporting Democratic presidential nominee Sen. Barack Obama
(D-Ill.)
“I cried through (Obama’s) entire speech,” said

photos by Nick Gingold/senior staff photograher

Top: Members of the California delegation
watch with 84,000 other audience members
during presidential candidate Barack Obama's
acceptance speech at Invesco Field in Denver
Thursday night. Above: Students for Barack
Obama founder Fae Jencks and GW College
Democrats President Cory Struble.

Cory Struble, a senior and president of the GW
College Democrats. “They played the video and so
much of what he said struck me on an emotional
See DNC, p. 5

See DRINKING, p. 5

Fuel costs limit athletics travel

WARMWELCOME

by Alex Byers
Assistant Sports Editor
The price of oil and travel
is not just a political issue anymore. Just ask Director of Athletics Jack Kvancz.
Rising gas prices are hitting
close to home for Americans hitting the road, but also for any
organization whose members
routinely travel – like a sports
team.
With an athletic budget that
can’t compare to major athletics

schools, Kvancz said the GW
athletics department is starting to consider the more stringent economic times by finding
games closer to home – and he
expects more schools will do the
same in the near future.
“I think all travel is going to
cost you a significant amount of
money than it has in the past,”
Kvancz said. “Whether you fly
or you take a bus, the price of
gas hurts. People are all excited
about how gas is $3.85 instead
of four dollars. It’s still $3.85.”

Kvancz said the department
has tried to keep schedules as
local as possible for a number of
reasons, but mostly because of
high travel costs.
“We’ve tried for years to
play as many local teams as possible,” he said. “That’s been a
product of a lot of things, but in
this particular case, the economics of the situation make that
even more appealing.”
See TRAVEL, p. 9

Web site helps student renters
by Alexa Millinger
Metro News Editor

Joe Ginarte/Hatchet photographer

Fred Siegel, associate vice president and dean of freshmen, welcomes the class
of 2012 in his speech at the Freshman Convocation Monday afternoon in the Smith
Center.

When junior Julie Krumwiede moved into her first off-campus townhouse in May, she was
not prepared for the nightmare
she entered.
Her new home had inches of mold and floodwater
throughout the kitchen, and the
bank had just foreclosed on the
house days before she and her

two roommates moved in. Now
the D.C. government has a new
campaign aimed at preventing
similar situations for college
students living off campus.
The cornerstone of this effort is a Web site spearheaded
by the D.C. Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs.
At
thisshouldbeillegal.com,
students can post and look up
information on building safety
– foreign territory to many first-

time renters.
“Too often students are the
target of off-campus landlords
trying to make a quick buck
at your expense,” said DCRA
Director Linda Argo in a video
on the campaign’s Facebook
group.
Krumwiede said she fought
just to get the attention of the
D.C. authorities. She said the
See DCRA, p. 5

Page 2
The GW Hatchet | Tuesday, September 2, 2008

H

 Newsroom:

Metro escalator causes congestion
 Newsroom: O'Reilly to appear on Kalb Report
 Video: Freshmen move into Thurston Hall >>

Nathan Grossman – Campus News Editor (ngrossman@gwhatchet.com)
Sarah Scire – Campus News Editor (sscire@gwhatchet.com)
Alexa Millinger – Metro News Editor (amillinger@gwhatchet.com)
Danielle Meister – Assistant News Editor (dmeister@gwhatchet.com)

CAMPUS
CALENDAR
TUESDAY
HIGH 93 | LOW 68
FIND YOUR WAY
Let upperclassmen assist
you in negotiating campus.
7:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.
Kogan Plaza, University Yard,
Thurston Hall, Marvin Center,
Academic Center and Mount
Vernon Quad
ICE CREAM WITH YOUR
NEIGHBORS
Enjoy free ice cream with the
GW community and Foggy
Bottom/West End residents.
3 p.m. to 5 p.m.
Kogan Plaza
STUDENT ORGANIZATION FAIR
Want to do more on campus? Come learn how you
can get involved at GW with
the Student and Academic
Support Services staff over
some free food.
7 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Kogan Plaza and University
Yard
HYPNOSIS
Come watch hypnotist Tom
DeLuca perform again at
GW.
10 p.m. to 11 p.m.
Dorothy Betts Marvin Theater, Marvin Center

WEDNESDAY
HIGH 93 | LOW 69
WACKY WEDNESDAY: DESIGN
ON A DIME
Learn how to make your
room look fabulous.
6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Mount Vernon Quad
WASHINGTON NATIONALS VS.
PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES
Join Student and Academic
Support Services for a ballgame at Nationals Park.
7 p.m. to 10 p.m.
Tickets on sale in the Marvin
Center for $10

Marvin Center
extends hours, adds
online registration
Finding a late-night study spot
or booking a group meeting in the
Marvin Center could be a little
easier for students this fall because
of several initiatives announced
last week.
Columbian Square, located on
the first floor of the building, will
remain open 24 hours from Monday to Thursday, until 2 a.m. on
Fridays and Saturdays, and until
midnight on Sundays, said Melissa Meyer, chair of the Marvin
Center Governing Board.
In addition, student organizations will now be able to register
for Marvin Center space online,
streamlining the current paper
registration process. Students
looking to hold an event in the
Marvin Center can log on to the
University’s student organization Web site to make an online
request.
Lou Katz, executive vice president and treasurer, said it is expensive to keep areas like Columbian
Square open late because of added
security, but students made it clear
that additional room is necessary.
“We know we need more student space,” Katz said. “Students
have been very clear about saying that they need more places to
study or just get together.”
Only GW students will be allowed to enter Columbian Square
after normal business hours,
which will require additional security personnel as well as more
cleaning crews to keep utilities
tidy. Katz said if the initiative is
successful, the University would
look into opening up additional
space for students.
Last year, Columbian Square
remained open until 2 a.m. on
weekdays. Katz said this trial period made it apparent that keeping
the space open longer would be
beneficial, adding that more study
space may become available in the
future.
Katz said, “If the space continues to be highly used, we will
continue to open up spaces for
students.”
–Emily Cahn and Sarah Scire

WWW.GWHATCHET.COM

SNAPSHOT

Pelham Hall
leveled before
renovations

First Frame

Anne Wernikoff/assistant photo editor

Kevin Goggin, a freshman, bowls during Gdub First Night in the Hippodrome on
Saturday night. Other activities included billiards, dancing and laser tag.

Graduate School of Business responds to GMAT cheating scandal
A cheating scandal that
emerged this summer involving
the Graduate Management Admissions Test left GW and business
schools around the country scrambling to determine which students
should be held accountable.
On June 20, a federal court
found Scoretop.com, an online
GMAT test preparation site, guilty
of copyright infringement. Over
five years, Scoretop illegally sold
access to questions currently used
on the exam to about 6,000 subscribers taking the GMAT.
Murat Tarimcilar, associate
dean of graduate programs at the
Graduate School of Business, said
that the school does not know if
any GW students used or visited
Scoretop, but they are monitoring the situation closely as the
Graduate Management Admission Council, which oversees the
GMAT, conducts its investigation

into the cheating.
“It has not been possible for us
to independently determine which
students may have used or visited
Scoretop,” Tarimcilar said.
He added that the issue is a
“major concern.”
Unlike test-preparation services that limit subscribers to accessing “retired” questions, or those
that are no longer being used on
the GMAT, Scoretop utilized “live”
questions in prep-tests, which still
appeared on official exams. As a
result of its legal victory, GMAC
could access many of Scoretop’s
computer records.
The organization said it does
not intend to punish those who
unwittingly saw the live questions.
The University would pursue
disciplinary action against any
current or former student named
by GMAC, Tarmircilar said.

“If any of our students are
named in the investigation as intentionally being part of posting or
confirming live questions, we will
report the student to the academic
integrity council and start an independent investigation that may
lead to expulsion,” he said.
Several other business school
programs released statements
declaring their intended actions
if any of their students are found
guilty of this activity.
Chris Privett, spokesman for
Duke University’s Fuqua School of
Business, told BusinessWeek that
penalties at Duke “could range
from suspension to expulsion to
revocation of a degree.”
Privett said, “We hope (students) use their own common
sense and judgment in deciding
what resources to use in preparing
for the exam."
—David Heller

Students having trouble
finding Pelham Hall should
look no further than the pile
rubble and debris on the Mount
Vernon Campus.
The residence hall was completely leveled during the first
stage of a major renovation that
will triple the existing number
of beds in the building and add
additional space for dining and
student organizations.
Demolition began on July
17 and is expected to continue
through the rest of the summer.
The D.C. Zoning Commission approved the plans for
92,300-square-foot
residence
hall in 2007 and the project is
scheduled for completion in
2010, Executive Vice President
and Treasurer Lou Katz said.
“We will be starting construction this fall,” Katz said.
“We are actually a little ahead
of schedule right now, but I expect that won’t last long.”
Pelham Hall is set to provide many sought-after facilities, including dining venues,
student meeting space, theater
space, a gym and music practice rooms. Theater space has
become a hot-button issue in recent years, with student groups
struggling to find performance
space in Foggy Bottom.
The facility will also be able
to accommodate more than 287
students in singles and doubles
when it opens.
Robert Chernak, senior vice
president for Student and Academic Support Services, said
the new residence hall with
extra space will help alleviate
the undergraduate housing
crunch. An unexpectedly large
freshman class this year sent
administrators scrambling to
find beds for every student.
Chernak said, “Pelham
Hall, once it opens, will provide the beds and space that
the University is looking for
right now.”
–Sarah Scire
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Knapp welcomes freshmen
President urges
class of 2012 to
be green
by Emily Cahn
Hatchet Staff Writer
University President Steven Knapp stressed during
the Freshman Convocation
Monday that the class of 2012
should have an active role in
the nation’s capital and participate in environmentally
friendly activities.
Members of the incoming
freshman class filled almost
every seat in the Smith Center and were welcomed by
35 administrators, deans and
professors at the annual ceremony.
“You are entering a histor-

Monumental
Scandals
Anne Wernikoff/assistant photo editor

University President Steven Knapp helps a parent move his son
into Somers Hall on the Mount Vernon Campus Saturday morning. Knapp also made stops at Thurston Hall, Lafayette Hall
and Ivory Tower to help with move-in.

Volunteers ease
move-in activities
teer assistance made move-in
simple and easy.
“I’m very impressed by the
Many students and parents organization (at move-in),” Brat this year ’s move-in said that ereton said. “It was very easy
volunteers and careful organi- to get the key and there is plenzation made the normally hec- ty of help to move us in.”
tic day a little less stressful.
She added, “I can’t say
About
7,000
students enough positive things about
moved into their University it. It’s really been a pleasure.”
housing assignments Saturday
The housing office imwith the assistance of 900 vol- proved the Internet accessibilunteers, including University ity of move-in information,
President Steven Knapp, his which streamlined check-in
wife Diane and 60 Colonial and produced less paperwork.
Bellhops, said Seth Weinshel,
“We try to make it so that
assignments
we are not
director of GW
printing for
Housing.
the sake of
“It’s been a
printing,”
fabulously sucWe i n s h e l
"I can't say enough
cessful movesaid.
“We
in,” Weinshel
want
to
make
positive things about it. it as easy as
said.
“Every
year we get
possible.”
It's really been a
better and we
T h e
pleasure."
learn
someUniversity
thing we forgot
continued
ANNIE BRERETON
the year before. MOTHER OF MICHELLE BRERETON Knapp’s susIn the admintainability efistration,
our
fort by leadgoal is for the
ing a “think
staff to work
green” movetogether to make the move-in in, where University officials
experience as easy and stress- gave students stickers for their
free as possible. ”
light switches reminding them
This year ’s event featured to turn the lights off and proan extra 300 volunteers, which vided lists of recommended
Weinshel attributes to better environmentally friendly items
marketing.
for their rooms.
“We reached out to a lot of
Knapp said he thought this
student orgs and I think its an- year's move-in was smoother
other way for students to show than last year.
their support of the GW com“The lines to the elevator at
munity,” he said.
Thurston seemed to be shorter
Annie Brereton, mother of this year,” he said. “Everything
freshman Michelle Brereton, ran very smoothly, and the
said that the amount of volun- weather was nice and cool.” 
by Danielle Meister
Assistant News Editor

FALL FEST
from p.1
the $15,000 contract with Girl
Talk largely due to the artist's
request that barricades would
not be used to prevent audience members from joining
him on stage.
“It is something we aren’t
equipped to handle and is
something we weren’t willing
to take on,” Miller said.
Girl Talk booking agent
Sam Hunt, who works for The
Windish Agency, said GW initiated negotiations for the Sept.
6 concert on Aug. 4 and confirmed the artist as a headliner
on Aug. 7. He said the University acted inappropriately
by backing out of the contract
after the artist was confirmed
for a show.
“They really pulled the
rug out from under us today,”
Hunt said on Thursday.
“They had ample opportunity to not make an offer or to
decide they were not equipped
to hold this concert, but instead
they took the information we
gave them and presented an
official offer,” Hunt later wrote
in an e-mail. “We confirmed it,
and they agreed to the confirmation. When we got the contract, we even expressed willingness to work with them on
the issues they were concerned
about, and instead they insist-

ed on not holding the show.”
Miller contended that certain issues like the barricades
were “deal breakers” for the
band.
Vicki Savoula, a booking
agent at the Black Cat, where
Girl Talk has played in the past,
said she considers verbal confirmations to be binding even
without a signed contract.
She added that last-minute
cancellations are rare and that
she would be "suprised if the
booking agent works with GW
again."
Known for mixing as many
as a dozen different samples
in his songs, Girl Talk, whose
real name is Gregg Gillis, has
released four albums in the last
six years. In the past, he gained
notoriety for his on-stage antics, as well as his habit of sampling songs without the artists’
permission.
Nathan Wright, who books
shows for the Program Council
at the University of Colorado,
Boulder, said Girl Talk played
on the campus last week, with
students dancing on stage. He
said the administration was
initially concerned about the
act.
“They were terrified. They
terrified,”
were
extremely
Wright said. “All in all it was
fine. We had students on stage ...
Everything went smoothly.” 
-Eric Roper, Jennifer Easton and
Andrew Ramonas contributed to
this report

&Presidential
Protests

Presidents.
Prime ministers.
Supreme Court
justices.
Congressional
senators.
SA senators.
Peace activists.
Listen to them all.
Reconnect with The Hatchet in
covering the events that shape
every GW student’s life -- and
reverberate around the world.

ic institution and you are doing so at an extraordinary moment in history,” Knapp said.
“Whichever party wins,
the next president of the United States will be moving into
a house three blocks from the
eastern edge of our Foggy Bottom campus,” he added.
Knapp said the freshmen
should not only take their
“front row seat at the theater
of history,” but also participate as players in the events
of the city.
Sustainability was another major theme in Knapp’s
speech.
The University’s top official, who is entering his
second school year, said he
focused on improving green
activities on campus last year
and he hopes that the University will be able to equip students “with the tools to make
them leaders in addressing
one of the most urgent issues
of our generation.”

Donald Lehman, executive
vice president of academic affairs, told the new students
that academics prepare students for “full and purposeful

“Whichever party wins,
the next president of
the United States will
be moving into a house
three blocks from the
eastern edge of our
Foggy Bottom campus."
STEVEN KNAPP
UNIVERSITY PRESIDENT

lives.”
The freshmen were seated
by residence hall and wore
brightly
colored
T-shirts
which listed their residence

hall and theme house on the
back. As convocation came to
a close, each section of freshmen was asked to stand up
and cheer.
The public policy house
at Thurston Hall shouted the
loudest, University Marshal
Jill Kasle told the crowd.
Malaika Benjamin, a freshman, said she enjoyed the
some of the event’s new features.
“I really liked the ending
where all of the houses stood
up,” Benjamin said. “It was really cool and I liked the color
idea.”
Freshman Sikemi Epemolu said she got a lot from the
convocation event and is now
even more excited to begin her
years on Foggy Bottom.
“I learned we have a lot of
opportunities at GW,” Epemolu said. “I liked singing the
school song because I knew it
and I felt a lot of school spirit.” 

QUOTABLE

“

"They really pulled the rug out from under us today.”
–Sam Hunt, booking agent for the mash-up artist Girl Talk,
referring to the University nixing the musician for Fall Fest.

Claire Autruong – Opinions Editor (cautruong@gwhatchet.com)
Diana Kugel – Contributing Editor (dkugel@gwhatchet.com)
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A major problem

editorial
Green efforts deserve
time but need results
Most of the time, failing grades are
handed out after the school year begins.
GW, however, will start the year off with
an “F” in environmental sensitivity from
the Sierra Club.
In the most recent issue of their magazine, the environmental organization
called GW out for “failing to implement
policies to fight climate change” (“GW
sustainability earns failing grade,” p. 1),
citing GW’s lack of concrete policies to
reduce greenhouse gas emissions, build
greener buildings or encourage the use of
public transportation.
Admittedly, the University’s progress
to date on environmental sustainability
is far worse than would be expected of a
school of this caliber. In past years, sustainability has barely been on the radar
for the administration, much less a top
priority. But the Sierra Club’s failing grade
misrepresents GW’s efforts to go green by
ignoring the goals set this year.
University President Steven Knapp
recently signed the American College and
University Presidents’ Climate Commitment, pledging to reduce GW’s environmental impact. Many of the University’s
initiatives are less than a year old, and it is
too early to condemn green progress.
Creation of an Office of Sustainability is a good start, and its programs will
understandably take some time to implement. Still, tangible results must be forthcoming. Without them, the University will
continue to incur doubt from environmental groups and the green movement at GW
may lose momentum.
In order to sustain environmental efforts, it must be a University-wide commitment that begins with the students.
The Office of Sustainability can ensure
that buildings are environmentally compatible and can endorse efforts to get student Metro discounts, but they can only
do so much. The administration can sign
every green pact out there and create dozens of offices and task forces, and all of
it will mean nothing if students continue
to throw garbage in recycle bins or leave
their lights on all night.

Program Board drops
the ball in artist debacle
For those of you who have been trying to figure out the Fall Fest lineup,
your guess has been as good as ours.
The latest announcement has Virginia
Coalition as the headliner, but at the rate
we've been going, who knows?
On Friday, the University decided not
to sign its $15,000 contract with scheduled artist Girl Talk. The artist required
that there be no barriers so that students
could join him on stage; the University
decided there would be too much risk
involved in a non-barricaded show and
refused to sign the contract.
The mere fact that Program Board
and the University were still involved in
contract issues with a potential headliner
eight days before Fall Fest was irresponsible and reprehensible.
While Program Board doubtless
began its search for a headlining artist earlier in the game, and extenuating
circumstances may have conspired, the
bottom line is that students deserve to
know the lineup more than a few days
in advance. PB Chair Tiffany Meehan
ran on a platform last spring of being
able to deliver big-name performers,
and Program Board’s responsibilities
include only two major shows a year
– Fall Fest and Spring Fling. With the
monetary and human resources devoted
to the organization, they should be able
to announce a notable headliner – and
not at the last minute.
The situation with Girl Talk was
poorly handled. Negotiations began
Aug. 4 for a Sept. 6 show, and despite
confirming with Girl Talk’s agent, the
University chose to pull out with only
a week remaining before the concert.
Risk management is important, but Girl
Talk had successfully performed over 75
college shows, most recently at the University of Colorado at Boulder. Officials
there also had concerns, but thanks to
negotiation, the officials, students and
artist were all satisfied.
Hopefully, students will flock to University Yard regardless of whatever replacement Program Board procures. But
the University and Program Board’s actions in this case may make it difficult to
secure future acts.
Big-name artists and their managers
usually don’t enjoy last-minute cancellations, and students deserve more than a
guessing game from Program Board.

Why more flexibility in academic majors is a must

T

he other day, while wander- conduct research but instead plan
ing among the endless stacks to attend law school. Rather than
of textbooks in the lower level spending valuable classroom hours
of the bookstore, I found myself on research methodology, I would
constantly distracted by titles of in- gladly have opted for classes that
teresting books that I did not need. focused on the decision-making
Sadly, I knew that I would probably process or on violent crime, things
never get to read that
that are more likely to
book on foreign policy
prove relevant in my
or take that class on anfuture career.
cient Greek art, unless
The current system’s
uniformity has every
massive amounts of
free time suddenly fell
student with a certain
in my lap.
degree taking the same
While I am genuinecourses to earn the
ly interested in some of
same credit. It is, however, important to conthe psychology courses
sider that even within
that I am registered for,
one university, course
and in psychology as a
content can differ from
major, it doesn’t stop
professor to professor
me from wishing I had
and from class section
more time for classes
D
IANA
K
UGEL
that would be taken
to class section. There
is no feasible way of ensolely out of interest
and not hand-picked CONTRIBUTING EDITOR suring that every gradfrom a laundry list of
uate within a certain
requirements.
Even
major will leave having
mastered the same mawithin my major, there
are courses that appeal to me much terial, so why not allow for some admore than the ones I am obligated ditional flexibility?
Understandably, when a univerto take. This poses the question –
exactly how much of a say should sity hands you a diploma, it wants
we have in our education?
to be sure that the piece of paper
The thing is that each student’s bearing its name actually stands
individual career goals and person- for something, and letting students
al interests can vary far more than take random classes for four years
inflexible major requirements. From would not accomplish this goal.
my own experience, I have no plans Still, with adequate advising reto practice clinical psychology or sources, there is no reason why each

student should not be able to map
out his or her individual course of
study.
Even though there are ways
to create your own major and get
around the requirements at GW,
studying what you wish to learn
should not require the skill of a
trapeze artist to
jump through all
the bureaucratic
hoops and red
tape.
Other schools
have embraced
more flexibility,
such as Ohio State
University’s Personalized Study
Program, which
“permits intellectually
coherent
majors designed
by the student,
assisted by faculty,” according to
the school’s Web
site. An example
of a personalized program designed
by an Ohio State student is a lobbying major including political science, public speaking, communication and marketing courses.
The mere existence of such a
program is not enough. As a GW
student, I have no idea how to even
begin finding the right person to
advise me about forming my own
major. In contrast, on the Ohio State

Web site, I was able to locate the
Personalized Study Program in under a minute, without ever having
visited the site before.
The bottom line is that as students, we only get one shot at an
education. Our learning should not
revolve around checking classes off
of a to-do list but
should put students in a position
to choose their
courses of study
with confidence
that their university will support
ambition
their
and curiosity, instead of making
the personalization of your education so painful
that it is easier to
accept a cookiecutter major.
The next time
you pick up a
crossword puzzle
from the New York Times, consider
that editor Will Shortz is the only
known person to have a college degree in enigmatology, the study of
puzzles – a major that he fashioned
for himself at the University of Indiana. Clearly, a little bit of flexibility can go a long way.
–The writer, a junior majoring in
psychology, is a Hatchet contributing
opinions editor.

Our learning should not
revolve around checking
classes off of a to-do list,
but should put students
in a position to choose
their courses of study with
confidence that their university will support their
ambition and curiosity.

Flame out, move on?
Legacy of the Beijing 2008 Olympics leaves questions

W

hatever happened to China? Little more distracted by a brilliant Olympic showing.
Blights on Beijing should call into question
than a week after the closing ceremonies
of the Beijing 2008 Olympics, a topic that China’s integrity. China’s abysmal human rights
was at the forefront of chatter around the copier record was a central issue when the Internationand at the news desks is conspicuously absent. al Olympic Committee selected Beijing for the
Where has all the controversy over
2008 Olympics, and IOC President
Chinese smoke and mirrors gone?
Jacques Rogge has admonished the
The Beijing Olympics were to be
Chinese for failing to live up to
China’s grand coming-out party, a
many of the human rights promises
signal that the country of more than
it made when awarded the Games.
1 billion people was ready to take
The IOC, however, can do little more
the next step on the world stage. On
than admonish China for thumbing
many levels, China proved its ability
its nose at the Olympic ruling body.
On the edges of the glitter and
to orchestrate a dazzling show, from
ceremonies steeped in Chinese history
fanfare of the new, shiny, internaand aesthetics, to state-of-the-art, intional China were stark reminders
novative venues. Its impressive haul
of the China that engendered so
of 51 gold medals topped any other
much protest and suspicion prior to
country. There is no doubt that China
the Olympics. U.S. Olympian Joey
CLAIRE AUTRUONG Cheek had his visa revoked after
pulled off a magnificent Games.
But few – if any – of the pre-Beiplanning to call attention to ChiOPINIONS EDITOR
jing concerns about China were laid
nese ties to the Darfur region of the
to rest, and these questions should
Sudan. Two elderly Chinese women
not be abandoned simply because the
were sentenced to labor camps for
lights of the Water Cube have gone out and the airing their grievances with Chinese officials
flame has been doused. The international com- who took their homes for Olympic redevelopmunity must take a hard look at the authoritarian ment schemes without compensation. In a disstate that orchestrated the Games, without being turbing accusation of blatant rule-breaking, the

true ages of China’s gold-medal gymnasts are
seriously in doubt. The state-designated protest
sites were disturbingly empty. International reporters were roughed up when pursuing stories
away from Olympic venues and at times found
their Internet access censored.
If these things could happen in the midst of
the Olympic Games – when the eye of the world
was fixed on Beijing – and receive little more
than an admonition from the IOC and an “I told
you so” from the usual human rights organizations, then who can say what sorts of abuses
might continue now that the press tents have
folded and the world has lost interest?
China won the Olympic bid in spite of its
appalling human rights record and masterfully
turned the international eye to the old marvel
of the Great Wall and the new landmark of the
Bird’s Nest during its month in the spotlight.
The landscape may have changed, but the state
has not, and the international community needs
to take a serious look behind the curtain before
they ordain China’s arrival as an equal world
power. With the Olympic flame darkened, it
should be a lot easier not to be blinded by the
“new” China.
–The writer, a senior majoring in history, is The
Hatchet’s opinions editor.

Obama will get the U.S. back on track
Democratic Convention showcases distinct differences between candidates

I

t is undeniable that the past eight America except the rich and the wellyears of President George W. connected.
Bush’s administration have been
On the greatest challenges facinjurious to the soul of America. Un- ing our country, Sen. John McCain
der Republican control, America has (R-Ariz.) and his party fail to move
gone from being the “can-do” nation Americans to believe in their government again and fail to
to being the “can we?”
nation, from peace and
offer a departure from
prosperity to war and
the paralysis that has
CORY STRUBLE plagued Washington
recession. The candidacy of Sen. Barack Obama
for too long. John McCain looks at the crisis
(D-Ill.), however, has
become a resurrection of
of global warming and
the American spirit over the past 18 instead of calling on the ingenuity of
months.
the American people to create a transRepublicans have not only cre- formational green solution, he calls
ated a federal budget deficit of some on the Middle East to pump more oil.
$500 billion, they have also created He looks at the economy and meaan even greater deficit of empathy sures its success by the profits of big
– unwilling to confront the crisis of business rather than the despair of
42 million people without health in- the American worker.
surance, unable to act in the face of a
At the foundation of every sindisappearing middle class and unac- gle McCain policy prescription lies
customed to responding to anyone in the same basic problem – a failure

to present a change from George W.
Bush’s broken policies and the inability to propose 21st century solutions
to solve 21st century problems.
Unlike McCain, Obama has inspired millions of Americans from
all backgrounds to believe in the
limitless potential of our country. In
Barack Obama, Americans – Democrat, Republican and independent
alike – see a transformational leader
who can bridge partisan divides to
deliver change that will be felt in the
everyday lives of Americans. They
see what John McCain cannot see –
that in order to restore the promise
of America, we must restart the 21st
century and undo not just the failed
policies of George Bush, but also the
failed politics.
Many Republican politicians and
strategists will not only continue the
war in Iraq, they will also wage wars
here at home, pitting Christian against

Muslim, straight against gay, rich
against poor and Republican against
Democrat. In doing so, they encourage divisions that have allowed the
GOP to stay in power for so long.
But as anyone who watched the
Democratic National Convention last
week knows, this time will be different. Democrats are unified behind a
candidate who will stand up to the
tired tactics of the Republican Party
while advancing a positive vision
for America. This vision promises
to restore America’s standing in the
world, defeat terrorism, invigorate
our economy with new jobs, solve the
energy crisis, rebuild the middle class
and create a government that works
again for its struggling citizens.
After eight years of “can we?” it’s
time to move on to “yes, we can!”
–The writer, a senior majoring in Asian
studies, is president of the College
Democrats.

Eric Roper, editor in chief
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DCRA
from p.1
situation would have been better
had she known her rights before
signing the lease.
The D.C. program is geared
towards students since they do not
generally check to verify if landlords are licensed and buildings
are up to fire codes, said Michael
Rupert, a spokesperson for the
DCRA.
Four years ago, 21-year-old
Georgetown student Daniel Rigby
died in an apartment fire because
his off-campus building violated
fire codes with barred windows
and padlocked doors. Since then,
the DCRA started outreach campaigns targeted at college students.
The University estimates that
there are about 2,200 GW students
living off campus this year, and

DNC
from p.1
level. Hearing his speech and the
passion and authenticity with
which he spoke was overwhelming.”
Struble, who also attended
the College Democrats of America National Convention in Denver, was able to hear Sen. Hillary
Clinton’s (D-N.Y.) speech on
Wednesday and watch Obama
accept the nomination on Thursday.
Although he previously supported Clinton, Struble said the
convention solidified his support for Obama, energizing him
before he and other GW Democrats embark on an eight-week
campaign push.
Junior Fae Jencks, president of
GW Students for Barack Obama,
said the most memorable part
of attending the convention was
the official nomination of Obama
on Wednesday afternoon.
“It was really exciting to
be able to watch the vote take
place and to see the party unity,”
Jencks said.
She said her interest in
Obama began about four years
ago.
“I was very inspired by
Obama’s
2004
convention
speech,” she said. “After I
watched it, I knew that one day
he would run for president. Little did I know that he would run
so soon after.”
Jencks helped found the GW
Students for Barack Obama soon
after Obama declared his candidacy and began to work closely

Rupert estimates there are about
10,000 to 15,000 D.C.-area university students living off campus.
The Web site, which has received almost 4,000 hits since its
launch last week, uses social networks like Facebook and Twitter
to reach its target audience. Aside
from having all the pertinent information in one place, students
can request a building inspection,
report a landlord, send in comments anonymously and even
have a smoke detector installed for
free through a partnership with the
D.C. Fire Department.
“We wanted to give the students the tools to look up things
themselves,” Rupert said. “They
don’t have to talk to the government if they don’t want to.”
He added that students seem
very interested in utilizing the site
as a tool to protect their safety.
“Just last week we got a ton of
questions about specific properties,
questions about landlords ... if their
behavior is correct,” he said.
with national campaign leaders.
The group has since traveled
to South Carolina and Delaware
to volunteer and phone bank.
In the fall, the organization will
lead a voter registration drive
but will concentrate most of their
efforts in Virginia.
Junior David Bergstein, who
served as associate director of
Studio '08, a media operation
broadcasting from the site of
the convention, echoed many of
Struble and Jencks’ sentiments.
“Hearing Barack Obama
speak at Invesco Field was the
highlight of the convention for
me,” he said. “At 8 o’clock when
Sen. Obama started speaking, I
looked around and saw 80,000
people all listening to his message of change and hope. It was
incredibly moving.”
Struble, of the GW Democrats, said he plans to spend the
next eight weekends in Virginia,
Ohio and New Hampshire campaigning with 500 to 600 GW
students. He will take the tools
he learned in Denver as he goes
door-to-door across the country.
“We’ve spent all summer
getting ready to leave GW’s political footprint in this historic
race,” he said. “Our mission is to
make sure everyone knows how
easy it is to collect votes.”
The son of a single mother
and nurse said he hopes his
personal story and passion will
speak to voters as students become energized on campus.
“I learned that people don’t
lack the will (to campaign) at
GW,” he said. “But people will
act if you give them a chance, if
they know about it and have the
opportunity.” 

GW’s Office of Off-Campus
Affairs also offers information for
students on its Web site, including
fire safety tips and information on
property inspection.
Though she has since moved
out of the property, Krumwiede’s
case is in court and far from being resolved. She urges students to
know their rights before entering
into a rental contract.
“Students can really easily be
taken advantage of,” Krumwiede said. “We really didn’t know
(about potential problems), we just
assumed that everything was fine
and legitimate.” 

Tuesday, September 2nd, 2008

DRINKING
from p.1
binge drinking in College Park,
Md.
“My concern is for the health
and safety of our students,” Mote
wrote in a statement. “Alcohol use,
and especially its abuse, is a health
and safety threat to many University of Maryland students, just as it
is to students at colleges and universities across the country.”
Grace Kronenberg, a spokes-

woman for the Amethyst Initiative,
which takes its name from the ancient Greek words meaning “not
intoxicated,” warns that the recent
hype surrounding the petition has
been skewed.
“Despite how this has been
covered in the past week, this is not
a legislative call to lower the drinking age," Kronenberg said. "This is
meant to open the discussion that
has been going on for 25 years."
She added this a “long term,
no deadline initiative."
“We’ve been pleased to present
a unified front who are courageous
enough to speak up on this issue,”

|5

Kronenberg said. “But we know
that this is a difficult decision for
campus leaders, especially when
under media scrutiny.”
Sophomore Andrew Breest
recently created a Facebook group
called “1,000,000 Strong for the
Amethyst Initiative: Lower the
Drinking Age to 18," which now
has about 5,000 members.
Breest said the current drinking
age “is clearly not working," adding that "the (Amethyst Initiative)
has the potential to help curb this
dangerous activity of binge drinking not only at GW but at college
campuses across the country.” 

Liffe
Li
Ben's
Chili Bowl
turns 50

THIS WEEK
IN HISTORY

September 2, 1992

September 3, 1970

September 4, 1972

The United States and Russia agreed to build a space
station.

Hall of Fame football coach
Vince Lombardi died at age
57.

Swimmer Mark Spitz
became the first person to
win seven gold medals at a
single Olympic Games.

Brittany Levine – Life Editor (blevine@gwhatchet.com) | Laura Treanor – Contributing Editor (ltreanor@gwhatchet.com)

Segway-ing into city's historical sites
Students-turned-tour guides see D.C. landmarks on wheels
Yuster said he began working in June
and estimated that he has given 100 or more
tours this summer. He said one of the most
It was about 1 a.m. when Will Maden memorable was in July, when he guided
witnessed one of Queen Elizabeth II’s foot- Rep. John Lewis (D-Ga.) and his staff to the
men fall off a Segway in front of the White Lincoln Memorial, where the congressman
House.
had spoken to thousands of people before
The senior and Capital Segway tour Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s “I Have a
guide said it was one of many “ridiculous Dream” speech 45 years ago.
falls” he has seen on the two-wheeled, selfAs tour guides, Maden, a history mabalancing vehicles during rides through the jor, and Yuster, a geography major, said they
city. But he insists that tumbles like the royal have acquired vast knowledge of D.C.’s hisservant’s are uncommon.
tory.
These odd-looking vehicles have creWhen he first started work, Yuster had
ated a booming new sightseeto memorize a 20-page ining business in the area since
formation packet on sites
their invention seven years
throughout the city.
It gives you a
ago, with tourists paying
But the packet was just
top dollar for a unique trip chance to see things a start, he said. He picked
through Washington. And at
other historical infor... without getting up
Capital Segway, a company
mation by talking to fellow
that offers Segways for tours
guides and looking
sweaty, cranky or tour
or purchase, five of the eight
things up online.
employees are GW students lost – all while havThanks to his wealth of
or graduates. Alumna Stephainformation about the city,
nie Wolf began working as an
ing a lot of fun.
Maden said he can share
assistant manager in May and
several different facts about
works alongside four current
the various sites on the tour,
STEPHANIE WOLF
members of the Lambda Chi
which include classic spots
ASSISTANT MANAGER OF
Alpha fraternity.
like the White House, the
CAPITAL SEGWAY
“We try to keep it as
Washington Monument,
much in the fraternity as we
the Lincoln Memorial and
can,” Maden said, adding that he has given the Capitol.
at least 1,000 tours since starting the job. At
The format of a Segway tour varies, as
$70 a person, each tour is about two hours the guides tailor the plan according to the
long, with an additional half-hour of riding interests of the group of tourists. There is
and safety instruction beforehand.
one guide for every eight people on a tour,
“It’s intuitive,” he said while demon- and guides can lead up to five tours a day.
strating how to ride one to a group of five
“Some people really enjoy riding the
prospective riders at the I Street shop, where Segways, so we take them to more open
about 30 of the modern machines line the spaces,” Maden said. “Others want to take
perimeter of the room.
in the sights and learn a lot more history,
His fraternity brother and fellow tour so we’ll go slower and give more informaguide, senior Aron Yuster, added that “any- tion.”
one from 16 to 90 years old picks it up just
Whatever the group’s preference, Wolf
fine.”
said Segways are an ideal means of soaking
Segways work by using gyroscopic in the city sites.
sensors to maintain balance while the rid“What you’re doing,” Wolf said, “is eners shift their weight in different directions. vironmentally friendly, up-close-and-perHelmet-wearing riders can be seen cruising sonal, and it gives you a chance to see things
through the city, standing on the machine in a faster amount of time without getting
as it travels up to 12-and-a-half miles per sweaty, cranky or lost – all while having a
hour.
lot of fun.” 
By Laura Treanor
Contributing Editor

By Aaron D. Graff
Hatchet Reporter
For Bill Cosby, life is simple.
“All a man needs is a good
woman and a half-smoke,” he told
a crowd of about 150 people at the
historic Lincoln Theatre on Aug.
21.
A good woman may be hard
to find, but anyone can easily get a
half-smoke at Ben’s Chili Bowl on
U Street.
The restaurant, owned by Ben
and Virginia Ali, celebrated its 50th
anniversary that night with some
of its most loyal customers, which
include Cosby.
Ben’s Chili Bowl is well-known
around town and on campus for its
late hours and deep roots in D.C.’s
history.
“The D.C. quiz goes, I say a
word, you finish it. Wings and
things, half and smoke, Ben’s and
Chili Bowl,” said Cosby, the evening’s MC, about some of the restaurant’s famous menu items.
Whether students are introduced to “The Bowl” during Colonial Inauguration or they stop in
to grab a bite to eat before ending a
night out in the District like senior
Lauren Rackowski, Ben’s seems to
be a magnet for Colonials at least
once during their time in the District.
“I didn’t know where we were
going, I was just hungry,” Rackowski said. “Once we got inside
and saw Bill Cosby’s picture on the
wall, I knew we were somewhere
important.”

Viktors Dindzans/assistant photo editor

Senior Aron Yuster leads Segway tours of D.C. for Capital Segway. Tours
cost between $65 and $70 and meet at 14th and I streets, N.W.

Local history painted larger than life
By Juliette Dallas-Feeney
Hatchet Reporter

Hatchet file photo

Ben's Chili Bowl, located on U
Street, first opened in 1958.
Mahmoud Raya, a senior at
GW, emerged from Ben’s just before the ceremony next door. “I just
brought my friends here because
everyone has to eat here at least
once.”
The history of “The Bowl”
reaches far beyond famous faces
and heaps of food. Founded during a period when many establishments in the area were whites
only, Ben’s opened its doors to the
hungry masses, ignoring race, economic standing and social importance.
In 1958, the Alis opened the
restaurant even when the national
business failure rate was about 56
percent, according to the restaurant’s Web site. The restaurant also
survived the tumultuous times of
the 1968 riots following the assassination of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr., and kept its doors open
during the “open-air drug market”
of the mid-1970’s.
When the Metro's Green Line
was expanded through the U Street
area in 1987, Ben’s was forced to
cut back to just a two-person staff,
able to accommodate only the Metro workers and a few long-standing patrons. The Bowl continued
to push through the tough times
and received national recognition
when Cosby used the restaurant
as a backdrop to celebrate his No.
1 rated show.
Since then, Ben’s has become
a pillar of tradition, culture and
inspiration for people and small
businesses alike.
Celebration attendee Jamil
Hameed, founder of HBCU (Historically Black Colleges and Universities) and Traditional College
Tours, called Ben’s a “milestone in
the city.”
“Ben’s success shows the value
of small business in the community. It shows that a small business
can stand the test of time if you put
good management and service at
the forefront,” he said. “And the
star-studded pictures on the wall
give it a sense of importance. And
you know only Bill Cosby eats free,
right?”
See BEN'S, p. 7

The same artist that brought you the mural in
Columbian Square depicting hippo and rowing illustrations has embarked on another, more public
project on F Street that chronicles the growth of
the Foggy Bottom community.
Alumnus Calder Brannock is the brainchild
behind the mural being painted on the side wall of
the Foggy Bottom Grocery on 22nd and F streets.
The fine arts major at the Maryland Institute College of Art is expected to complete the project in
the next few weeks.
In its unfinished state, the wall features larger-than-life images of construction workers and
George Washington holding a calligraphy pen.
And despite Brannock's influence in the project, it
could not have happened without senior Jeremy
Sapriel.
Two years ago, Sapriel walked past what he
called a “big ugly wall ... that looked like it was
going to fall over” and knew he had to transform
it.
“I turned to my friend and said, ‘If there’s one
thing I do here, it’s going to be that,’” said Sapriel,
a psychology major.
He connected with last year’s Student Association President, Nicole Capp, who shared his
enthusiasm for the project. The students contacted
Alicia O’Neil, managing director of the Office of
Real Estate, and Executive Vice President Lou
Katz, who helped them get the project started.
“There were no real challenges to the project,
but there were logistics that had to be handled before the project could begin,” O’Neil said.
The mural stalled until they could sort out
those obstacles, which included reviewing regulatory requirements, providing information on the
project to city officials and getting the muralist
under contract.
Katz, who approved the funding for the mural, said it was beneficial to the school and the
community.

“When the project was presented to me, I was
eager to participate in a project that had such significant student support and would help further
the sense of place on the campus,” Katz said.
Despite clashes between the University and
the Foggy Bottom community on projects such as
University expansion and zoning decisions, Katz
said the mural has been well-received by GW’s
neighbors.
After the green light from the city and administration, Brannock devised the mural’s theme of
progress.
“When Calder showed us a sketch of what he
wanted to do with the wall, it was what we all envisioned,” Sapriel said. “He just put it into a picture – we all worked well together.”
Brannock said the whole reason for institutions like GW is to create progress, and he wanted
to illustrate that through an interpretive history
mural of the Foggy Bottom area.
“I wanted something that was related to the
community around here, the Foggy Bottom area,
not necessarily strictly GW,” he said. “I think
there’s enough to remind you you’re on campus,
so I wanted something that would reflect the
themes and the goals of the University, but without being University imagery.”
He said he spent hours in the library researching the history of the Foggy Bottom area.
“It’s a historically rich and vibrant area in spite
of the University and I wanted to project how the
community itself and the progress it has made is
sort of the reason the University exists,” he said.
But the mural is not just a history lesson.
“This is my snapshot of history, how I’m interpreting these things and what I feel is important,”
Brannock said, adding that he included construction workers because "the biggest part of my time
at GW was people building buildings."
Brannock said he hopes that the mural will be
something people notice.
Alex Ellis/photo editor
“I hope they see the idea of progress," he said. GW alumnus Calder Brannock adds the finishing touches
"And I hope it sort of reminds people why they’re to the mural being painted on the side of Foggy Bottom
going to GW.”
Grocery.

Alum and patient become 'blood relatives'
By Brittany Levine
Life Editor
When Jillian Roth allowed a donor
registry to swab her mouth in Hillel four
years ago, she never expected it to amount
to anything. But this July, Roth got a call
that changed her life.
The 2005 alumna heard from the Gift
of Life Bone Marrow Foundation, who
had matched her bone marrow to a terminally ill woman. By the end of the month,
she was sitting in a hospital room as blood
drained out of her neck and into a machine
that extracted her stem cells.
The cells would be used to save a
woman she had never met who was twice
her age and suffering from leukemia.
“The woman is around my mother’s
age; she probably has children my age. I
just put myself in her place. If someone
in my family needed a donor, I’d hope
someone would do this for them,” Roth,

25, said. “The fact (that) I was this person’s
perfect match and I didn’t know her, I
knew I had to do it.”
GW Hillel has partnered with Gift
of Life since 1994. Since then four out of
the 650 GW donors have donated, said
Shayne Pilpel, recruitment coordinator for
Gift of Life.
“The chances of being a match are so
slim, they’re like the chances of winning the
lottery,” said Roth, who works for a media
communications firm in New York City.
The registry began in 1991 to help save
the life of Jay Feinberg, a leukemia patient,
but has now grown to a registry of 120,000
bone marrow donors. More than 4,000 patients and donors have been matched, and
of that about 1,500 have had transplants.
Roth said she was drawn to Gift of Life
four years ago because her friend’s cousin
had leukemia. She joined the registry to
see if she could be his match.
This summer, after attending an infor-

mation session about the risk factors, Roth
decided to go through with the procedure. Most of her family and friends were
supportive, but Roth said she knew she
“would do it even if everyone else wasn’t
on board.”
But it wasn’t easy.
Roth calls herself “a very nervous
person on a good day” and is afraid of
needles and doctor visits. This clashed
with the intense blood work and X-rays
necessary before the operation. She had
her heart activity tracked. She was tested
for infectious diseases. With each test, she
remained fearful.
But four days before the procedure the
cancer patient went through chemotherapy and Roth said her outlook changed.
Chemotherapy kills old cells that aren’t
working properly and sets the entire immune system at zero. The woman would
have likely died if she had backed out then
– she needed Roth’s stem cells to replace

her old ones.
“I felt lucky being able to do something like this,” Roth said. “If I didn’t get
to do it, I’d be disappointed.”
On July 29, Roth had a catheter-like apparatus hooked into her neck. Her blood
flowed into a machine that stripped her
blood of its stem cells and then transferred
the blood back into her neck through another tube.
She listened to her iPod, sent text messages, drank and ate, all while wrapped in
a blanket that Gift of Life had sent her.
All that was left was a bag of stem cells,
which looked like a bag of blood similar to
what one donates at a blood drive. On July
30 the stem cells were transplanted into
the donor recipient’s body.
The 56-year-old woman is now cancer-free and Roth has only a tiny scratch
on her neck.
See MARROW,
W p. 7
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Return of the Euro Expat
By Clayton M. McCleskey
Hatchet Columnist
Editor’s note: This article was
originally written in June.
BERLIN – Standing on a
bridge overlooking the majestic
River Seine during a recent trip
to Paris, I had a flashback to my
first visit to Europe nearly a decade ago.
Sporting Teva sandals, a
fanny pack and jean shorts, I
had embarked on a European
conquest tour with my family.
Truth be told, much of what
I saw went straight over my
head. I remember a fancy crown
in London, a lot of naked statues in Rome and I seem to recall
that Switzerland had snow.
Even though the cultural
highlights of that family vacation remain a bit fuzzy, I’ll never forget the sense of fascination
I felt with Europe, not wanting
to board the plane back to Dallas – I sulked all the way down
the runway, asking myself if I
would ever return.
As I wrap up a year studying in Berlin, I am once again reminded of how hard it is to say
goodbye.
Having participated in multiple study abroad programs
over the years, I have tried several ways to deal with going
back home.
Some methods work better
than others. Those of you who
have studied abroad – or who
have friends that went overseas
– may recognize them.
Option one is flat-out denial, a refusal to mentally “come
home.”
I vividly remember the tearful end to the exchange pro-

MARROW

gram I did in Sweden at the age
of 13. After living with a Swedish family for several weeks, I
was ready to trade in my cowboy boots for clogs. No, really, I
bought clogs.
My denial was so bad that
when my mom greeted me at
the airport, I didn’t hug her. Instead I told her I wanted “my
Swedish mom.” My American
mother will never forgive me.
Learn from my mistake
– avoid the flat-out denial approach.
Or you can play Extreme
Makeover, Study Abroad Edition. In an effort to clearly show
how cool and “abroad” you
are, make sure everyone knows
you went overseas. Begin by
wearing clothing that screams,
“Look at me, I’m so Euro!” And
don’t forget obnoxious posters
for the dorm room. Those are
essential.
This approach also requires
that you constantly remind
your friends of how stupid and
American they are. If only they
could be like the folks in your
study abroad country, where
everything is so perfect. If you
really want to go all out, speak a
foreign language to your American friends. That’ll show ‘em.
But as tempting as it may
be, the Extreme Makeover approach usually results in your
friends happily volunteering to
send you back.
Experience has taught me
that the best way to adjust to
life at home is simply to recognize and celebrate that the
U.S. is different than where you
studied abroad. Not better, not
worse, just different.
In 2007, I interviewed Dr.

BEN'S

from p. 6

from p. 6

Once a stranger, she is now a
“blood relative,” Roth said.
Roth must wait a year before
she can meet the woman she saved,
according to rules set by the U.S.
government. They can write letters
back and forth – Roth has already
sent her one – but donor rules state
that they must remain anonymous.
Roth said she is anxiously awaiting the day they can meet and their
friendship can start.
“I wouldn’t do anything differently, and I would do it 20 times
more if I had to.” Roth said. “I would
do it again and I would tell every
single person that I know to do it.”

Gilbert Douglass, a GW Law
School graduate from the seventies, said, “You can’t know Ben’s
without knowing the history.
This area has gone through a
lot, from segregation to redevelopment. Ben’s has always been
here.”
Cosby wasn’t the only celebrity commemorating the restaurant. Del. Eleanor Holmes
Norton (D-D.C.), musician Roberta Flack and local music performer Sage Infinity all joined in
the celebration and performed
on stage. Mirroring the history
of the restaurant, the night was

Lee Huebner – who had just
taken over as the new director
of the School of Media and Public Affairs – during a weeklong
media seminar in Paris for GW
students. Explaining how he
maintains homes in Paris and
Washington, Huebner told me
“in life, you don’t lose cities,
you just add them.”
He was right.
Studying at GW has made
Washington feel like home to
me, and an entire year in Berlin
has made the German capital
also feel like home. Of course, I
still feel a special connection to
my hometown, Dallas.
Yes, goodbyes are always
hard to say, especially when
leaving a place full of memories
and friends. But Dr. Huebner’s
words ring true – in today’s
interconnected world, you just
add more and more “homes.”
I could never have guessed
during my first European adventure in 1999 that I would
end up spending so much time
here.
So, as I prepare to head back
to the U.S. of A., instead of saying goodbye to Europe, it’s more
of a “see ya later.” This time,
I won’t feel so depressed as I
board my flight to Dallas, and
I’ll be sure to give my American
mom a big Texas-sized hug.
In the meantime, I look forward to returning to Washington. Without denial. And without a Euro makeover. 
Clayton McCleskey was an Expat
columnist for the 2007-2008
school year. He studied abroad
at the Humboldt University in
Berlin, Germany, on a German
Academic Exchange Service
scholarship.

a collaboration of stars, patrons,
memories and smiles.
The underlying theme of the
night was the celebration of the
relationship between Ben’s and
the community. Businesses and
residents alike have experienced
trials and tribulations along the
historic U Street corridor, with
Ben’s serving as a central figure
and a beacon of optimism that
has helped so many overcome so
much.
The final number of the night
featured Roberta Flack singing
“I’ll Stand By You.” It seemed a
fitting metaphor for the restaurant that has stood by a neighborhood which has experienced
so much while continuing to
stand proudly. 
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GW MARKETPLACE
Kieran Wilde, Classified Manager
Phone:
(202) 994-7079
(202) 994-1309
Fax:

FOUNDING FARMERS: SERVERS
EARN $1000 + A WEEK AND FEEL
GREAT (FOUR BLOCKS FROM THE
WHITE HOUSE)
If you’re a high performing server
with a sharp mind, we want to talk
to you. If you want a restaurant
that is:

Sitters wanted. $10+/hour. Register
free for jobs at
www.student-sitters.com.

Email: classifieds@gwhatchet.com
Web: www.gwmarketplace.com

GW Hatchet classifieds are
now The GW Marketplace.

Admin. Asst. Investment research
firm seeks part-time
ofc asst. to help w/
phones, data entry, filing, errands & some
research. Must have
previous ofc exp. &
be available at least
15 hrs. per wk. Salary
$12/hr. Position available immediately. dsilverstein@washingtonanalysis.com

Classfied ads are available FREE
to all students and faculty online.
Non-GW clients pay a small fe for
online posting.
Print ads begin at $10 for the first
25 words, and $.30 per word
beyond that.
All classifieds should be placed
online. If you cannot access the
internet, ads may be placed via
email, fax or in person at our office.
An extra fee may apply.
The Hatchet accepts Visa,
Mastercard, American Express and
Discover, as well as cash and check
through our office.

1. In a great location
2. Has a high check average ($35$55 per person)
3. Has an amazing design and
layout
4. Is in a great location on
Pennsylvania Avenue (20th/Penn
NW)
5. Has a stable, professional, experienced management team
6. Great schedules
7. Fun, fast-paced environment
8. Opportunities to EARN and
LEARN

Then talk to us.

dsilverstein@washingtonanalysis.com

JOBS

Upscale Hotel Gift Shop is looking
for a dependable, responsible, and
friendly Retail Associate. Minutes
from campus. Full/Part-Time positions available. Call 301-538-1677

Babysitter needed for pickup from
daycare on Tuesday, Wednesday,
and Thursday at 5:00 near
Smithsonian metro and watch them
until 6:00. Reliability is critical and
references are required. E-mail

We’re projecting to do more than
$8,000,0000/year in sales—if you’re
ready to be a part of that, and earn
you +20% in tips or good wage,
then call us NOW! Currently we
are looking for servers/AM PREP
COOKS, PM LINE COOKS AND
PREP COOKS/bread and pastry
specialist. All back-of-house candidates should be articulate in kitchen
language.

for more information.

36 It merged with
the WB to form
the CW
37 Yarn buy
38 Atoll makeup
39 Bow-wielding
god
41 Quick-witted
43 “Lovely” Beatles
girl
44 Sony competitor
46 Cold war-era
blast, in
headlines
48 Mean mutt
49 Mediocre Steve
McQueen film?
52 Unlock, to a
bard
53 Kiev’s land:
Abbr.
54 Like a trim lawn
57 Unyielding
61 Asia’s ___ Sea
65 Mediocre Jerry
Lee Lewis hit?
68 In the ___ of life

6 Rio automaker
9 Legendary
cowboy ___ Bill
14 Brings in
15 Dijon denial
16 Bejeweled
topper
17 Mediocre F.
Scott Fitzgerald
novel?
20 Whopping
21 Gibbons of TV
talk
22 Gas company
that sells toy
trucks
23 “Evil Woman”
band, for short
25 Daisy ___, who
went to Marryin’
Sam
27 Mediocre place
to scuba?
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Puglisi Haircut

!Bartending! $250/Day Potential.
No Experience Necessary. Training
Available. (800)965-6520 x 171.

MENT
POINT
NO AP
RY
A
S
S
E
NECC

PROFESSIONAL HAIR STYLING &
TOTAL HAIR CARE FOR MEN

We speak Spanish, Portuguese, French and Italian

STUDENTS ALWAYS WELCOME!
Love theatre? Looking for a unique
way to make some extra cash?

Join the Studio Theatre’s sub-

Hours: M-F 8am - 6pm, Saturdays 8am - 5pm

202.833.2175
2100 Pennsylvania Ave. NW - Washington, D.C. - On the 21st St. Side

scription telemarketing team.
Excellent earning potential in a fun,
fast-paced atmosphere. Evening
and weekend hours. Hourly base
plus commission and incentive
bonuses -- plus free tickets to the
shows! Email a cover letter and
resume today!

STUDENT HOUSING

Apply in person Monday through

Edited by Will Shortz
1 “Casablanca”
star, informally

8783(TRUE)

WWW.GWMARKETPLACE.COM

The vision we have for all teammates is not to only learn, but to
grow with us. Check out or flashpage and the “Weekly Harvest” at
www.wearefoundingfarmers.com

nicolen@serndesign.com.

Across

Friday 10-6 at 1924 Pennsylvania
Ave. Washington, DC 20006. Any
inquiries please call 202-822-
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69 Barbie’s beau
70 Novelist Calvino
71 Zesty dip
72 Match part
73 Hose material
Down
1 “Little Women”
woman
2 Honolulu’s home
3 Kinnear of “Little
Miss Sunshine”
4 “For sure!”
5 Suffix with
journal
6 See 29-Down
7 Actress Skye
8 1998 animated
film with a queen
9 Group that usu.
meets at a
school
10 “Take your pick”
11 Scope out, preheist
12 Planets or stars
13 Comes out with
18 Items of apparel
for Dracula
19 Willing to go
along
24 Barbell abbr.
26 ___ welder
27 Spare room user
28 First name in
book clubs
29 With 6-Down,
ready to propose
30 Place to get
clean
31 Cowpoke’s rope
32 How mistakes
are often marked

1

2

3

4

5

6

14

8

18

20

21
23
28

44

25
31

26
33

42

35

46

43
47

50

48
51

52

53

56

65

34

38

45

55

13

57

GWHatchet.com
m

like the Hatchet, but .com

32

41

49

12

22

30

40

11

19

37

39

10

16

24

29

36

54

9

15

17

27

7

No. 0729

58

59

60

66

61

62

63

64

Put down
those pencils!
Play another Sudoku
online DAILY at
www.gwhatchet.com/puzzles

Advertise

67

68

69

70

71

72

73

Right Here

Puzzle by David Kwong and Emily Halpern

33 “All My Children”
C
vixen
34 Thoroughly
enjoy
35 S O S signal
40 Roget’s listings
42 False start?
45 Alley ___
47 Terse reproof
50 Trillion: Prefix

51 Cunningly
C
evil
54 Unruly dos
55 Gumbo
vegetable
56 Banshee’s
sound
58 Types
59 High spirits
60 George
Harrison’s “___
It a Pity”

62 Omani
O
money
63 Folkie Guthrie

Only $75

64 Trotsky of
Russia
66 Arthur of
“Maude”
67 One of a
snorkeler’s pair

For answers, call 1-900-285-5656, $1.49
$
a minute; or, with a
credit card, 1-800-814-5554.
Annual subscriptions are available for the best of Sunday
crosswords from the last 50 years: 1-888-7-ACROSS.
Online subscriptions: Today's puzzle and more than 2,000
past puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($39.95 a year).
Share tips: nytimes.com/puzzleforum. Crosswords for young
solvers: nytimes.com/learning/xwords.

(202) 994-7682
ads@gwhatchet.com
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Andrew Alberg – Sports Editor (aalberg@gwhatchet.com)
Alex Byers – Asst. Sports Editor (abyers@gwhatchet.com)

NUMBER CRUNCH
Number of goals the GW women's soccer team
scored in the 89th minute of Sunday's victory over Bryant University. The win was the Colonials' first this year.

Men's soccer picks up draw with George Mason
Soggy field helps
GW goal slide
by Patriots
by Alex Abnos
Hatchet Staff Writer

Alex Ellis /photo editor

A George Mason defender tugs at freshman Mike Burke's jersey in Friday's matchup. Solid performances by both goaltenders resulted in a 1-1 tie to start the D.C.
College Cup, an event the Colonials won last year.

All the GW men’s soccer team
needed against George Mason was
a little luck. Battling the elements
Friday, that’s just what they got.
The Colonials kicked off their
season with a 1-1 draw against the
Patriots, squeaking out a tie with a
fortunate equalizer less than a minute after GMU scored its goal. The
game was GW’s first match-up of
the D.C. College Cup, an event the
Colonials won a year ago.
Junior Andy Stadler knotted the
game for the Colonials just 19 seconds after George Mason opened
the scoring with a low shot from
the top of the box by substitute Pat-

rick Barthold. Stadler’s wide-open header
on the Colonials’ next possession wasn’t
particularly well-hit or well-placed, but
Patriots’ goalkeeper Sean Kelley still
made a mess of it in the wet conditions,
allowing the ball to slip through his legs
and over the goal line.
“It was pretty lucky, I guess. I didn’t
hit it all that hard,” Stadler said after the
game. “I didn’t even think it was in, but
then everyone started cheering and it was
like, ‘Hey! A goal!’”
Lucky or not, the two goals marked
the pinnacle of a game that could have
easily been a high-scoring affair were it
not for all-around solid displays by both
goalkeepers.
GW redshirt senior Matt Scheer had
a career-high 10 saves for the Colonials,
while his counterpart Kelley had eight
saves for GMU despite his error on Stadler’s goal.
Most of the chances for both teams
came during the first half, played in a
driving rain that soaked the field and the
ball, making it difficult for attackers Stadler, Yoni Berhanu and Ryan Ruffing to
get solid connections on their shots.
“I thought we were a bit jittery to

Sub-par slate for Colonials

Same issues continue to plague the men's basketball schedule
In the film Groundhog Day, Sacramento State, a team that was
Bill Murray’s character finds ranked 335 of 341. The A-10 has
himself reliving the
tried harder over the
same day over and
past few seasons to
over again. After
improve its national
ROSS ROMANO
seeing this year’s
profile by requiring
HATCHET COLUMNIST
men’s
basketball
members to schednon-conference
ule higher quality
schedule, GW fans
non-conference opmust feel the same way.
ponents, but it looks like Director
Once again, the athletics de- of Athletics Jack Kvancz lacks compartment has scheduled a weak mitment to this plan.
out-of-conference slate for the
After hearing the schedule,
squad – a problem further exac- A-10 Director of Communicaerbated by the fact that, as usual, tions Stephen Haug said, “Our
very few of the marquee games institutions are expected to play
will be played on the Colonials' highly competitive non-conferhome court.
ence schedules that will prepare
But that’s not all. Scheduling them for the conference season.”
some of the poorest teams in the It is unclear if they will reprimand
nation directly violates Atlantic 10 GW, but if they don’t, what is the
conference rules – rules the depart- point of the rule?
ment has seemingly decided to
At least last year GW played
ignore. The A-10 says Tier II (like UCLA, who went on to reach its
GW) may only schedule teams third-straight Final Four. This year,
ranked better than 250 in the Rat- the schedule is highlighted by two
ings Percentage Index, but GW will local games: one against a team on
play 308th-ranked Harvard and the decline, Maryland, and one

TRAVEL
from p. 1
For the GW men’s basketball
team, that is easier said than done.
Kvancz often cites other programs’
unwillingness to come to the Smith
Center, and this year the Colonials
play only five out-of-conference
games in the District. Away games
include trips to Boston, Alabama,
California and Hawaii.
With multiple destinations
requiring airplane travel on the
docket, GW runs into another
problem with increased travel
– luggage costs. Many larger airlines have begun charge for a first

checked bag and even upwards
of $100 for a third checked bag. A
basketball team travels with training supplies, filming equipment
and other necessities in addition to
players’ and coaches’ personal effects, so that price tag can become
very high.
In other sports, however, the
University has been more successful in securing close-to-home
match-ups. While the men’s soccer
team plays only five home games
this fall, nearly every away game is
in the mid-Atlantic or lower New
England. Women’s soccer boasts a
heavily local schedule as well.
“We’ve been very lucky to play
an awful lot of local schools in other sports,” Kvancz said.

against a team prepared to have a
rare good year, American. Really,
the only reason these games are
noteworthy are because of the opponents’ proximity to Foggy Bottom. And many students won’t
even be on campus for the Dec. 17
American game, which comes at
the very end of the fall exam period.
Worse still is the fact that the
athletic department has not yet
officially released the schedule.
Before Kvancz gave a rough version of it to The Hatchet, the only
way of knowing the Colonials’
opponents was to search through
other school’s Web sites. This unexplained tardiness has become a
trend as common as the poor quality of the opponents. It’s almost as
if the athletic department is embarrassed to release the schedule
each year – I couldn’t blame them.
It is hard to be enthusiastic
about the season as a student or a
fan, when the schedule is so uninspiring. Most season-ticket packHigher travel costs also mean
more fundamental changes when
it comes to guarantee games,
Kvancz said. A guarantee game is
a match-up where the host school
pays the visiting school an amount
of money to come play them. With
the economic scenario changing,
schools across the country might
have to increase their guaranteed
money offer in order to offset the
visitor’s travel costs.
“Maybe you get a good deal
and you break even. But had they
been last year’s prices, maybe
you make money. But maybe it
wouldn’t be as big of a guarantee.”
Kvancz said. “Those are the types
of things I think people are going
to be looking at.“ 

TOUGHTIMES

Viktors Dindzans/assistant photo editor

Sophomore Cynthia Gamboa gets tangled up with a teammate and Old Dominion's Marilee
Mastaler in Friday's 2-1 loss. The Lady Monarchs knocked home a goal as time expired in the
first overtime, sending GW to 0-2 for the season.

ages don’t even include a ticket to
the BB&T Classic, where GW will
play Maryland. The best home
game is American, with the others
being Harvard, UMBC and Binghamton. Seriously, why would
people pay to see those games?
The best the Colonial Army
can hope for this year is that GW
does a good job of playing the
hand it was dealt. Maybe Kvancz
is reverting back to his old technique of racking up wins against
pasties. After all, optimism is not
exactly flowing for this upcoming
season after last season’s debacle,
so perhaps Kvancz thinks the team
might as well get as many wins as
possible. If that is his thinking, GW
better beat up on their opponents.
Because if they don’t, I’d rather see
them get thrashed by a good team
then lose handily to a mediocre
one. 

start, which is understandable, since it’s
the first game of the season,” GW head
coach George Lidster said. “We had a few
chances, but they were the better team, I
thought. They had more clear-cut chances
than us.”
The second half started more brightly for GW, who dominated the opening
25 minutes with a flurry of attacks that
flowed mostly through midfielder Mike
Rollings. However, the Colonials’ momentum appeared all but dead when
GMU’s Barthold latched on to a corner kick and delivered the game’s first
goal.
GW fought back immediately, and
within seconds of restarting the contest
Stadler had pulled the Colonials level.
From then on, the Patriots slowly but
surely took control of the game, forcing
goalkeeper Scheer into several key stops
both in regulation and in overtime to preserve the tie.
“You’ve got to give credit to (GW) –
that we managed to come out and go for
the tie against a good team like Mason,”
Lidster said. “I think we’ve still got a lot to
learn … but I think we would have been
upset if we had lost this game.”

VARSITYROUNDUP
Volleyball
The GW volleyball team beat George Mason and American
but fell to Georgetown, taking second place in
this weekend's D.C. Challenge. Freshman Alyssa Valentine was named to the All-Tournament
team.
Women's Soccer
After losing Friday to Old Dominion in overtime, the GW women's soccer team put together a late rally of its
own Sunday against Bryant University. The Colonials scored two goals in the game's 89th minute
to earn their first victory of the season.
Men's Soccer
The GW men's soccer team picked up its second consecutive
D.C. College Cup title with a 8-0 demolition of Howard Sunday.
Six Colonials scored in that game, and junior Andy
Stadler and rookie Yoni Berhanu each knocked in
a pair of goals. The win tied the Colonials' largest
margin of victory, set in a 9-1 victory over Howard
in 2001. Stadler finished the tournament with three
goals and was named the tournament's most valuable player.
GW next takes its 1-0-1 record to Virginia to play Longwood
on Sept. 5.
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