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Wall St. Univ. to phase out unofficial hippo mascot
turmoil
affects
alumni
by Sarah Scire
Campus News Editor

by Lauren Hoenemeyer
Hatchet Reporter
Annie Zhou had a bad first day
of work on Monday.
The GW alumna was thrilled to
start her job at the investment bank
Lehman Brothers, but after only
several hours she received news
that her new company had filed for
bankruptcy.
A chaotic chain of events on
Wall Street this week devastated Lehman Brothers and several other investment and insurance giants. The
aftermath has caused apprehension
among many Americans and Wall
Street employees, including several
GW graduates.
“Many of my coworkers have
packed up their stuff,” Zhou said.
“There is panicking going on since
the situation on Wall Street is not
very good. Everyone is worrying
about their jobs.”
Since graduating from the
School of Business in 2000, Annie
Zhou interned at Lehman Brothers
and began on Monday in the firm’s
Investment Management office.
“It was a tough time to start,” she
said. “I had been traveling abroad
before I started my job at Lehman,
and when I got back to the States,
there were talks about the company
going down.”
Roxanne Orkin, a group fitness
director of the wellness program at
Lehman Brothers and a graduate
of the School of Public Health and
Health Services, also noticed that
things were changing in the company.

The hippo, the University’s unofficial mascot for
almost a decade, is set to become a footnote in GW history.
Administrators
said
Wednesday that the hippo –
made popular by former University President Stephen
Joel Trachtenberg – is being
phased out of merchandise
and University events for
legal and branding reasons. GW will continue to
be represented by its other
mascots, George and Big
George.
“We are trying to get

better brand recognition in the national collegiate
market as GW,” said John Och, the University coordinator for licensing and trademarks. “The hippo is
not a registered mascot and it’s better for us to put
forward one unified brand.”
The GW Bookstore will continue to stock plush
stuffed animal hippos, but no more items imprinted
with the hippo will be ordered, said Follett Director
of Public and Campus Relations Elio DiStaola. The
unofficial mascot will still make appearances at University events, but mostly at functions with children
or when the official mascots are at away games.
The hippo, which became an unofficial mascot
in 2001, arrived in Foggy Bottom when Trachtenberg brought a bronze statue of the animal to display on the corner of 21st and H streets in 1996. The
animal has also been linked to GW’s pseudo-secret
organization, the Order of the Hippo.
Unlike official mascots Big George and George,
the hippo is not trademarked by the University.
“We regulate marks and logos that we own as a

university,” Och said. “But from a legal perspective,
we don’t have any recourse to regulate the hippo.”
Although phasing out the large, river-dwelling
mammal as a GW mascot was a branding and legal decision, the move also erases one of the most
prominent and popular remnants of the former
University president.
Trachtenberg, who was president from 1988 to
2007, said he has reservations about making the Colonial the only mascot.
“Change is inevitable and it’s true the Colonial
is our official mascot,” he said. “But it’s a lame mascot. It’s very hard to cheer, ‘Go Cols!’”
Another branding decision will change the
“athletic yellow” tone of the official buff and blue
colors to a “sparkly Vegas gold,” Och said.
The gold, already used on the men’s and women’s basketball team uniforms, will be featured
more prominently on University apparel and
goods in an attempt to standardize the school’s
colors. 

Secretaries of state visit Lisner

See WALL ST., p. B4

Top-paid
prof brings
GW overseas
Nick Gingold/senior staff photographer

(Left to right) Warren Christopher, Henry Kissinger, Madeleine Albright, James Baker and Colin Powell speak at Lisner Auditorium Monday
afternoon.

Diplomats meet
for historic event
Shahram Sarkani
by Sarah Scire
Campus News Editor
The University’s highest-paid
professor earns more than most administrators and hundreds of thousands more than most faculty. But
Shahram Sarkani is not your average
professor.
Sarkani, a professor in the School
of Engineering and Applied Sciences, spends up to 200 days a year on
the road, crisscrossing the world to
teach engineering courses to a range
of big-name clients that include the
Taiwanese Air Force and aerospace
manufacturer Lockheed Martin. Administrators said the Engineering
Management and Systems Engineering program, which Sarkani directs,
is one of the fastest-growing and most
profitable sectors of the University.
See SARKANI, p. B4

Officials spent
year planning

by Nat Grossman
Campus News Editor

by Alexa Millinger
Metro News Editor

The words “Obama” and “McCain” remained unspoken until the end
of the program, but the five former
secretaries of state assembled in Lisner
Auditorium Monday afternoon had a
lot of advice for whichever candidate
becomes the next president.
Henry Kissinger, James Baker, Warren Christopher, Madeleine Albright
and Colin Powell shared their decades
of foreign policy experience as part of
a CNN program entitled “The Next
President: A World of Challenges.”
Moderators Christiane Amanpour and
Frank Sesno probed the panelists for
their views a variety of issues, including the ongoing wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, cooperation with America’s
allies and the decline in America’s
prestige around the world.
On day one, the panelists said, the
next president has to be ready to aggressively confront numerous problems facing the world. Powell, who
served as secretary of state from 2001
to 2004, said that the president should
strengthen bonds with allies overseas.
“If you can work with other countries,

Administrators spent months planning and coordinating with dozens of
different organizations in preparation
for Monday’s event, which they later
hailed as one of the most significant in
University history.
About 1,500 people packed Lisner Auditorium to see the five former
secretaries of state sound off on major
issues facing the next administration.
The audience included members of
the diplomatic corps, the international
press and about 1,000 members of the
GW community.
Public tickets sold out 15 minutes
after they were released on Sept. 4,
University spokeswoman Tracy Schario said. A spillover crowd of about
30 people had to watch the event on
a screen at the Jack Morton Auditorium.
University Police Department officers provided the only security at
the event since Henry Kissinger, James
Baker, Warren Christopher, Madeleine
Albright and Colin Powell do not currently hold cabinet positions and did
not require Secret Service, Schario

See STATE, p. B4

Nick Gingold/senior staff photographer

Henry Kissinger is escorted out of Lisner Auditorium by University Police Department officers and bodyguards Monday
afternoon as crowds gather to catch a glimpse.

See LOGISTICS, p. B4
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Nathan Grossman – Campus News Editor (ngrossman@gwhatchet.com)
Sarah Scire – Campus News Editor (sscire@gwhatchet.com)
Alexa Millinger – Metro News Editor (amillinger@gwhatchet.com)
Danielle Meister – Assistant News Editor (dmeister@gwhatchet.com)

CAMPUS
CALENDAR
THURSDAY
HIGH 80 | LOW 57
19TH-CENTURY POLITICAL
CAMPAIGN FLAGS
Take part in this rare opportunity to compare and
contrast 19th-century political campaign flags.
10 a.m.
School of Media and Public
Affairs, 2nd floor Luther
Brady Gallery

FRIDAY
HIGH 73 | LOW 58
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY BAKE
SALE
Get some tasty treats and
help support Habitat for
Humanity International.
10 p.m.
Thurston Hall

SATURDAY
HIGH 75 | LOW 61
DEMOCRATIC CANVASSING
Go canvassing for Democratic candidates in northern Virginia with the GW
College Democrats.
9 a.m.
Meet at the Foggy Bottom
Metro
REPUBLICAN CANVASSING
Go canvassing for Republican candidates in northern
Virginia with the GW College
Republicans.
10 a.m.
Meet at the Foggy Bottom
Metro

Public health
school starts dualdegree program
The School of Public Health
and Health Services implemented
a dual-degree program this fall that
will allow GW students to earn
both a bachelor’s degree and a master's degree in public health in five
years, without taking the Graduate
Record Examination.
The unique program is open to
juniors who are pursuing a bachelor’s degree in the School of Public
Health, said Sara Wilensky, director
of the undergraduate program in
public health.
“The ability to offer a minor, a
major and now a dual-degree program, puts GW on the cutting edge
of public health schools in the nation,” Wilensky said.
She said students who apply
must have already completed two
courses in the School of Public
Health achieving a B or higher and
have a grade point average of at
least 3.5.
“We intend to admit a very limited number of students for the first
few years of the program so we can
make sure that we are providing
everything our students need as we
ramp up the program,” Wilensky
said.
Students must apply directly
to a specific public health graduate program. The departments
that offer the dual-degree program
are epidemiology and biostatistics,
environmental and occupational
health, health policy, global health,
and prevention and community
health.
After the school selects the students, they are able to finish undergraduate courses during their junior year. The summer before their
senior year, the students begin the
graduate courses in their respective
departments.
“By completing both programs
at GW, I hope to gain the knowledge and skills I need in order to enter the field with a desirable career,”
said Ayla Pelleg, a junior enrolled in
the program. “Getting a MPH will
open many doors for me, and it is
nice that I will save time through
this particular program.”
–Amy Rhodin

WWW.GWHATCHET.COM

SA president
presents plan for
fund allocations

SNAPSHOT Anger Management

Andrew Nacin/Hatchet Photographer

Members of the Tau Kappa Epsilon fraternity look on from their house steps as students
partake in TKE's annual Car Bash.

D.C. City Council investigates voting malfunction in primary
The D.C. City Council
launched an investigation on
Tuesday into the District’s bungled primary election last week
to prevent further errors in the
November general election.
During last Tuesday’s primary, the D.C. Board of Elections
misreported voter tallies and the
number of write-in ballots. They
determined that the final outcomes of the races – including
the victory of Councilman Jack
Evans (D-Ward 2) – were not affected by a malfunctioning voting machine.
Councilwoman Mary Cheh
(D-Ward 3), a GW Law School
professor, is leading the investi-

gation. In addition to questioning
election officials and procedures,
Cheh will likely ask to subpoena
Sequoia Voting Systems, which
provides D.C.’s voting machines,
according to a news release.
The committee will also look
into last February’s presidential
primary, in which several precincts across the city ran out of
paper ballots.
At one point last Tuesday
night, the number of write-in
ballots cast in the Ward 2 city
council race was tallied at 1,554
and total votes were 9,030. The
board later confirmed an accurate count of only 14 write-in
ballots and 5,334 voters.

After the election was settled, the board declared Evans
the winner of the Ward 2 race.
Alumnus Cary Silverman, who
ran against Evans, conceded two
days after the election, though
he said he is still not completely
confident in the results.
“Removing 3,000 recorded votes here, 1,500 supposed
write-in votes there, is no trivial
matter,” Silverman wrote in a
statement on his Web site. “It is
deeply troubling and, while I do
not believe the ultimate outcome
will change, I have very little
confidence in the results.”
–Nick Marell

Correction:

The Hatchet erroneously reported that the Multicultural
Greek Council was started last year in "Vying for visibility
and unity; Black sororities aim to have a greater presence
on campus" (Sept. 11, p. 1). The MGC was formed in 2002.

Got News?
202.994.7550

The Student Association executive released a formal recommendation for initial student organization allocations Tuesday
night at the first official SA senate
meeting of the year.
In conjunction with sophomore Shawn Dejbaksh, SA vice
president of student activities,
SA President Vishal Aswani recommended that the senate finance committee allocate a large
percentage of student funds to
politically oriented student organizations, Greek groups, small
organizations and organizations
that were highly-productive last
year.
This year, the SA has $700,000
to allocate to student organizations – almost $500,000 more than
last year – due to the student fee
increase that went into effect this
semester.
“With (the) increase in the
student fee, the SA senate finds
itself in a position to increase
the resources available to student organizations on campus,”
Aswani wrote in a letter to the
senate. “This increase in funds
comes with tremendous pressure
to implement an across the board
increase in funding for those organizations.”
Aswani, a senior, said politically oriented organizations deserve funding in order to create
programming for the upcoming
presidential election.
Due to the 150th anniversary
of Greek life on campus, Aswani
said Greek organizations, should
receive funding to hold events on
campus.
Smaller organizations were
another focus of Aswani’s recommendations.
“With the increase in the student fee, the SA should aim at
investing in smaller, worthwhile
organizations,” he said.
Lastly, Aswani said student
organizations that held successful
events last year should receive an
ample amount of funding,
SA Sen. Julie Bindelglass
(CCAS-U), chair of the finance
committee. said she agrees with
the recommendations Aswani
made, but added that these recommendations are not foolproof.
The SA senate will approve initial allocations at the next senate
meeting Oct. 7.
–Emily Cahn

The GW Hatchet

News

GPS program starts strong
Guides mentor hundreds of freshmen in new initiative
by Sarah Scire
Campus News Editor
More than 600 freshmen
opted to participate in a new
mentoring initiative that began
last week, the program’s director said.
Brian Hamluk, director of
the Guide to Personal Success
program, which pairs freshmen
with a University staff member
or student, said it had a “very
strong start.” The guides, which
include senior vice presidents
and the University Police Department chief, all reached out
via e-mail to their freshmen and
more than half received questions and comments in return,
Hamluk said.
“Many of the students wanted to be connected to jobs or
asked about getting involved in
student activities,” Hamluk said.
“They were interested in community service, student organizations and what to do around
Washington.”
The GPS guides – who number more than 450 – received
training on directing student
questions and concerns in August. Each guide was required
to reach out to five randomly
assigned freshmen during the
first week of school and to be a
resource for freshmen with questions about the University and
the city.
“One of the reasons people
pick GW is the location and the
opportunities it affords,” Hamluk said. “But too often students
will leave here in four years and
say, ‘I wish I had’ or ‘If I had
known about this earlier.’”
He acknowledged that the
early weeks of September are an
adjustment period – with movein, scheduling changes and a
new lifestyle – and said he was
pleasantly surprised to have so
many responses from freshmen.
The next phase of the GPS
program involves meeting with
each student individually. In Oc-

by Lindsay Life
Hatchet Reporter
University President Steven
Knapp traveled to New York
City Tuesday to participate in the
inaugural meeting of the Higher
Education Cabinet – a group
made up of presidents and leaders of higher education institutions from across the country.
The New York Times and
The Chronicle of Higher Education developed the group because they wanted to discuss the
pressing issues of higher education today, said Jeffrey Selingo,
editor of The Chronicle of Higher Education.
Knapp said the meeting's
participants discussed issues
ranging from students taking
online classes to the importance

CRIMELOG

Assault

Harassment

Theft

9/11/08 – Off Campus –
2:30 a.m. – case closed
A female who is unaffiliated
with the University told officers that a male GW student pushed one of her
friends while talking to her
at a nightclub. She also
said she believes the student slashed the tires of a
car at her Virginia residence
the following day.
– Off campus incident

9/11/08 – Mount Vernon
Campus Quad – 6:30 p.m.
– case closed
A female student reported
that an employee at the
Mount Vernon Campus
verbally harassed her.
Referred to department.

9/8/08 – Gelman Library
– case closed
An employee of Gelman
Library reported to the
University Police Department that someone had
misused a parking validation stamp. The stamp
was declared as stolen.
– Referred to department.
Drug Law Violation
9/8/08 – Thurston Hall
– 12:45 a.m. – case
closed
The community director
notified UPD of an administrative search that
was performed on a sixperson room in Thurston
Hall. Officers responded
to the scene and found
11.5 grams of marijuana.
– Referred to Student
Judicial Services.

9/13/08 – Private Property on Campus – 2:35
a.m. – case closed
A student and a male unaffiliated with the University
began fighting at a townhouse on F Street. The
student, who had been
drinking, punched the other individual in the eye because he bumped into him.
No criminal charges were
filed.
– Referred to SJS.

|3

Liquor Law Violation
9/11/08 – Lafayette Hall –
10:45 p.m. – case closed
After receiving a noise
complaint from Lafayette
Hall, officers responded to
a room in the building and
found 10 students who
were all underage. Alcohol
was present and officers
disposed of it on the scene.
The officers assessed the
conditions of the students
and concluded that no further treatment was necessary.
– Referred to SJS.
– Compiled by Lara Gori

Evans proposes liquor ban
Measure would
outlaw sale of
'40s' in Ward 2
by Dan Zuccari
Hatchet Reporter
Anne Wernikoff/assistant photo editor

Freshman Megan Davison meets with her GPS guide in the Gelman
Starbucks. The program has over 600 freshman participants.
tober, each guide will invite their
freshmen for a lunch – paid for
by the University – which will
allow the students to meet their
guide in person and socialize
with their peers.
“The lunches are also a
chance for these freshmen to
meet students in different social

groups,” Hamluk said. “It builds
even more connections in the
freshman community.”
Hamluk said the freshmen
aren’t the only ones benefiting
from the mentoring matches.
“Guides are g
getting
g randomSee GPS, p. B4

Knapp joins college leaders
Univ. president
discusses higher
ed issues in N.Y.

Thursday, September 18, 2008

of study abroad programs.
"For me, the most significant
discussion was on how you pay
for higher education," Knapp
said. "We talked about a number
of steps to improve affordability."
At the inaugural meeting
held in The New York Times
building, the 76 cabinet members
brainstormed on issues including
media, globalization, technology
and financing. Selingo said the
cabinet plans to continue these
discussions through the Internet
and will convene annually in
person.
The selection process to the
cabinet was based primarily on
personal experience with the
presidents and leaders of various institutions. Staff of both
publications helped with the formation of the cabinet.
The cabinet invited Knapp
based on his extensive experience in higher education and
his personal relationship with
the Chronicle, Selingo said. In
June, the GW president and the

Chronicle hosted a discussion on
the upcoming presidential election.
“President Knapp is a new
president, but he had a lot of experience from his time at Johns
Hopkins,” Selingo said. “We
knew he could offer some very
thoughtful views on all issues of
higher education.”
Additionally, Selingo said
GW’s status as a fairly large institution in an urban area would
generate valuable discussions.
Other members include the
presidents of Syracuse University, University of Pennsylvania,
Amherst College, Cornell University and University of Vermont.
“The cabinet is a very prestigious small group of presidents and chancellors, and the
selection of President Knapp is
a great testament to his background,” University spokeswoman Tracy Schario said. “It
reflects highly on our institution
as well, and we should be very
proud.” 

Foggy Bottom residents may
no longer be able to purchase individual containers of alcohol at their
local liquor store if a proposed law
goes into effect next month.
On Tuesday, D.C. City Councilmember Jack Evans (D-Ward 2)
proposed extending a ban on single-sale alcohol – which is already
active in several parts of the city
– to all of Ward 2, which includes
Foggy Bottom. A council vote on
Oct. 7 will decide the fate of single
sales in Ward 2.
Banned items would include
single cans and bottles of beer,
40-ounce malt liquor, single-serve
spirits, and containers of alcohol 70
ounces or less.
Councilmember Jim Graham
(D-Ward 1), a proponent of the
ban, said it is an answer to complaints of public drunkenness and
disorder in certain neighborhoods.

D.C. first raised the issue in 1999 in
the Mount Pleasant neighborhood,
just north of Adams Morgan, and
Graham said he is exploring a ban
that will include the entire District.
“In the Mount Pleasant neighborhood, reports confirm that there
is less litter, less antisocial crimes
and less public intoxication,”
Graham said, adding that Mount
Pleasant can be used as an example
of what the ban can accomplish for
the city.
Since 1999, several neighborhoods across the city have approved or seriously considered
taking up the ban. It was most recently passed this summer in Ward
4, which encompasses several
neighborhoods in the Northeast
part of the city. Now the issue is on
the agenda of the Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2A, which
encompasses the Foggy Bottom
and the West End neighborhoods.
Graham left control of specifying the ban up to each neighborhood’s ANC, in an attempt to
recognize the variety of differing
personalities among D.C. neighborhoods.
Many local politicians and residents have praised the proposals
potential for ridding the streets of
debris and abating public drunk-

enness, but some local store owners said they will bear the burden.
Sonu Singh, manager of Riverside Liquors on E Street, attributes
a significant portion of his sales to
single-sale beer and spirits. He said
if those items are banned, he will
not only lose money, but the city
could potentially lose tax dollars to
bars and liquor stores in Virginia.
Singh argued at the ANC meeting last month that the Foggy Bottom neighborhood is not affected
by the problems associated with
public intoxication as much as other
areas of the city. He added that most
of the problems stem from lowerquality beverages like malt liquor,
making it unnecessary to ban highend single-sale beverages.
“I asked the ANC to consider
compromising on the ban – for
certain items, or for a certain price
range – for instance like setting a $3
minimum price,” Singh said.
Singh said GW students would
not be significantly affected by the
ban.
“Most college students of legal
drinking age buy cases or other
bulk items, so they would not be
directly affected by the ban,” Singh
said. “The occasional ‘40’ that students buy is the only thing that
would change.” 

Cartoon

–Former University President Stephen Joel Trachtenberg, referring
to the phasing out of the hippo, an unofficial mascot he brought to
University nearly 10 years a

Hippo Trail of Tears
Claire Autruong

No hippo? Say it
ain't so!
GW’s hippo is an endangered species.
First, it vanishes from your T-shirts
and sweats. Then you notice it’s not at
basketball games. Before you know it, the
only hippo on campus is the bronze one
at 21st and H streets.
On Wednesday, University officials
said that GW is phasing out the swimming mammal as its unofficial mascot.
The University’s eventual removal of the
hippo, a mascot students love and embrace, is a heavy-handed, unilateral and
poorly defended move that should be seriously reconsidered.
Brought to campus in 1996 by former
University President Stephen Joel Trachtenberg in the form of a bronze statue,
the hippo will no longer appear on GW
merchandise, and the mascot will have
more limited appearances. In order to create a more “unified brand,” GW will be
consolidating its representation behind
the George and Big George mascots.
When the bronze statue first appeared at the corner of 21st and H streets,
students were skeptical, but the hippo
slowly gained acceptance, becoming the
University’s unofficial mascot in 2001.
Students have embraced the hippo as
representative of the more whimsical side
of the University. On a campus populated with BlackBerrys and suits, the hippo
grounds us and keeps our college image
lighthearted.
The phasing out of the hippo epitomizes the disconnect between the students and Rice
The hippo
The
University’s Hall.
is important to
eventual removal of us. More importantly, we
the hippo, a mas- dislike having
unofficial
cot students love our
mascot
summarily
and embrace, is a sitioned tranout
heavy-handed, uni- without a public discussion
lateral and poorly on the issue.
why
defended move that are Sothey doing
should be seriously this?The official
logic, according
reconsidered.
to John Och,
coordinator of
licensing and
trademarks, is that GW needs a “unified
brand” to have better “brand recognition”
in the national collegiate market. Apparently, being only the Colonials is essential
to a consistent University image, despite
the number of schools – the University of
Virginia and Georgetown among them –
that have official and unofficial mascots.
What the administration should realize is that the hippo is GW’s most distinctive brand.
At a campus where it’s hard enough
to get students behind anything, is it really necessary to pick on something that
the students enjoy? GW tries hard to get
traditions to catch on, and the hippo has.
Removing the hippo from University
events and merchandise may seem like
merely a cosmetic change. In a few years,
though, incoming freshmen will no longer associate the hippo with GW, and the
unofficial mascot will be lost to the pages
of history. And even if you don’t love the
hippo, the aggressive nature of its removal should make you mad.
The University’s reasoning is weak –
and there are plenty of things students
dislike about GW that could be addressed
rather than phasing out one of the things
that students hold dear.
The administration’s “branding” argument is so flimsy, it makes you wonder
if there’s more to this than meets the eye.
GW is still in a transitory period between
Trachtenberg and current University
President Steven Knapp – and perhaps
the silencing of the hippo is a rejection of
the Trachtenberg era.
Hippos in D.C. should be careful. In
August, the National Zoo announced it
was getting rid of Happy the hippo, and
now another District hippo is threatened.

HIPPO:
Love it? Hate it?
letters@gwhatchet.com

“

hange is inevitable and it's true the Colonial is our official mascot. But
it's a lame mascot. It's very hard to cheer 'Go Cols!'"

Claire Autruong – Opinions Editor (cautruong@gwhatchet.com)
Diana Kugel – Contributing Editor (dkugel@gwhatchet.com)
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We’re not in Kansas anymore…
Transitioning from suburbia to the city

H

i, my name is Tom. I’m a the sidewalk of an urban landfreshman, and I’m from scape. I yearned to get away from
Kansas.
the monotony of suburbia, to see
Yeah, really.
the world – not just on trips, but
If you must know,
for extended periods
I’ve never met Doroof time. I even joined
thy and don’t live on
TOM BRASLAVSKY a Facebook group
called “The Day afa farm (though I do
like to joke about ridter Graduation, I’m
ing a combine to school). I’m not a Outta Kansas!” And when Faceredneck, I don’t have a “country” book gets involved, you know it’s
accent and I have never been hunt- serious.
ing. In fact, the area where I grew
These aspirations guided me on
up is probably not unlike the homes my college search. I picked schools
of many other GW students from in large coastal cities – energetic,
all around the country – middle to bustling cities with lots going on.
upper-middle class suburbia.
I looked forward to riding pubBack where I live, we have pro- lic transportation around town or
fessional sports – the NFL’s Chiefs, walking from campus into the city.
MLB’s Royals and MLS’s Wizards Eventually, my interest in politics
– and about a half-hour away sits and international affairs led me to
the University of Kansas, home of D.C., a truly international place
the 2008 NCAA basketball national and home to the world’s most powchampions. We are also well-known erful institutions.
for our barbeque and jazz music.
After three weeks at GW, I can
It’s not completely the middle of say with confidence that I made the
nowhere.
right choice. Not only have I had
Having said that, it’s no cos- the chance to explore a city with no
mopolitan center. Ever since mid- need to drive through blocks and
dle school, I dreamed of living blocks of cookie-cutter houses and
somewhere else. I saw myself as lawns, but what an incredible city
a young adult, far away from the it is.
heart of America, walking down
Perhaps the most amazing

thing that I have experienced here Thurston, which is just three blocks
so far – which could only happen from the White House.
For this Kansas boy, D.C. is
in Washington, D.C. – is Monday’s
CNN forum with five former sec- a new world, even if it’s not as
retaries of state. I was
shockingly different as
some might suspect.
not one of the lucky
few to get a ticket in
There’s the absence
of the Midwestern
advance, but I was
one of the very lucky As GW students, charm and laid-back
few to get a standby
one gets cruiswe live in a city feeling
ticket (I was number
ing through my home45 out of the 50 that where global de- town. Instead of that,
D.C. – and by extenwere let into Lisner!).
At the forum, I sat cisions are made. sion, GW – has power,
history and bustle. As I
among foreign dignitaries, professors and I know I can feel walk to class each day,
I spot the Organization
other students, watching five of the most it from Thurston, of American States, the
famous and prominent which is just three tip of the Washington
living American diploMonument and the
mats discuss the next blocks from the busy streets of a global
president’s
foreign
hub, teeming with stupolicy challenges – White House.
dents, Secret Service
agents and Federal
not something I could
have dreamed possible
and NGO employees. I
in Kansas.
take it all in with a satGoing to school in
isfied smile.
I’m not in Kansas
such an electrifying
place and time, open to so many anymore.
resources and opportunities, is
–The writer is a freshman majoramazing. As GW students, we live
ing in international affairs.
in a city where global decisions
are made. I know I can feel it from

Lose-lose situation for the GOP
By the numbers, Democrats winning over more voters

A

fter a primary and election season that Democrats have been successful in their efforts
has already lasted longer than most of to register and mobilize both traditionally libthe good shows on Fox – I’m looking at eral voters and independents.
you, "Arrested Development" – I’m sure that
Shifts in party registration are not unusumost of you have heard something
al over the course of one or two
years, typically with ittle effect
about this “presidential election”
we seem to be amid. I promise not to
on elections, but what makes this
ROBERT GRIFFIN trend significant is that Democrats
bore you
y
with yet
y another “I think
(insert candidate) should/will win!”
have now been outperforming Recolumn or the more entertaining, if
publicans for over four years. It is
equally useless, “I think (insert candidate) is (in- suggestive of a deep-seated change in America’s
sert reckless demonization and exaggeration)!” political make-up. We have a shrinking Repiece.
publican base, an expanding of the Democratic
No, I’m here to offer you what may be the constituency and a more prevalent block of inone salient idea you read in reference to the dependent voters for each party to try to woo
election all week: No matter who wins the presi- every two years.
dency, the Republican Party that we’ve all come
While Democrats are set to solidify their conto know and love in the past eight years has al- trol in both the House and Senate this fall, that’s
ready lost. Badly.
really just the tip of the iceberg. This change in
That statement is likely to cause outcry the electorate will likely have a serious impact
from conservatives, but the truth is that in on the political leanings of local and state govthe past few years, Democrats have trounced ernments across the country for several election
Republicans at the voter registration game. cycles. In essence, it signals a political environOf the 28 states that register voters by party, ment that is friendlier toward the Democratic
Democrats have posted over 2.1 million newly brand for the foreseeable future.
Now, I’m not saying that those in the GOP
registered voters, while Republicans have lost
almost 344,000 in the last two years. Republi- will not be able to win elections – God knows
cans have been leaving their party and register- they’re better at it – but the point is that those
ing as either independents or Democrats, and running for office outside of conservative

strongholds are going to be under pressure to
march to the beat of a more moderate drummer.
Even now, the platforms and campaign messages of many Republican candidates are trying to
distance themselves from the Bush administration and its policies. If elected, you can expect
that these politicians will act like politicians and
try to please what will clearly be a more liberal
electorate while in office.
If one needed any more proof of the impending march to the middle ground, look no further
than Sen. John McCain. While he has certainly
pulled the wool over the eyes of the Republican
base, it’s painfully obvious to all but the mouthbreathers that he simply isn’t their man on a
number of issues. Here comes the clue train,
so everybody hop on board – he isn’t going to
overturn Roe v. Wade, he thinks that global climate change is man-made, he’s reasonable on
immigration and he isn’t opposed to developing
alternative energy.
The long and short of it is that even if Republicans pull off a win with Sen. McCain, their
dwindling representation among voters will
force them to shed the very policies that made
them conservative in the first place. Regardless
of the winner, the only way to go is left.
–The writer is a graduate student in American
politics.
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Site offers pirated books
Publishers try to
counter illegal
swapping online
by Ian Jannetta
Senior Staff Writer
While soaring textbook
prices have sent some students
to discount online retailers,
other students across the country are opting out of paying for
textbooks altogether.
Textbook Torrents, a Web
site that allows users to illegally swap digital copies of
textbooks with one another,
has about 95,000 members and
is growing by close to 1,000
members every day, said the
site's administrator, who identifies himself only as “Geekman.”
“Students are sick and
tired of paying artificially inflated prices from publishers
living large off their miniature
classroom-sized monopolies,”
Geekman wrote in an email.
The site allows students to
download free textbooks and
also serves as a forum for students to voice their concerns
about book prices.
Geekman said that the
sale of digital textbooks for
a reduced price, an alternative offered by some publishers, is misleading because the
files expire after one semester
and cannot be resold to help
students recover some of the

initial cost.
“Downloading textbooks
for free is no solution, but neither is the publisher ’s exploitive behavior,” Geekman said,
insisting that there must be
some middle ground between
publishers, booksellers and
students.
Copyright
organizations
like the Association of American Publishers have been trying to shut down Textbook
Torrents, Geekman said, adding that he is confident the site
will remain open.
“If the site goes offline,
it will be my decision on my
terms,” he said.
Cliff Ewert, vice president
of public and campus relations
at Follett, which manages the
GW Bookstore, said he is not
aware of Textbook Torrents or
any other illegal Web
site offering free
books.
“ I f
they existed,
t h e y
would
be subject to
legal
action
by the

publishers,” Ewert said.
Follett currently offers
1,000 textbooks for sale in digital form, Ewert said. The company has also acquired a social
networking site called CafeScribe, which allows students
to download less expensive
books as well as join virtual
study groups with students
anywhere in the world.
Donald Lehman, executive
vice president for academic affairs at GW, said he has been
following recent developments
in book piracy online and is
“absolutely against it.”
Lehman
acknowledged
that while authors expect to be
compensated for their work,
high textbook prices have
reached a tipping point.
“The cost of textbooks is
basically out of control,” Lehman said. “There’s going to
have to be some meeting of the
minds.” 

photo illustration by Viktors Dindzans and Ryder Haske

Nonprofit organization offers tours to local residents
Free tours will launch
from 18 different locations
around the city this weekend, exposing the rich culture behind many of D.C.’s
neighborhoods and landmarks to District residents.
Cultural Tourism D.C.,
a non-profit tourism organization, will sponsor the
biannual Walkingtown D.C.
program this Saturday and
Sunday.
The outings will explore
the lesser-known points of
interest in D.C. and shed new
light on some of the more
familiar ones. A tour called

“The National Mall: What the
Memorials Don’t Tell You”
will look at the stories behind some of District’s most
recognizable landmarks.
Some of the more popular
journeys include the “Spies
of Georgetown” walking
tour and the Twin Oaks tour,
which showcases D.C.’s largest privately owned estate.
The group expects more
than 4,500 people around
the District to turn out for
the weekend’s tours, said
Reshma Sinanan, Cultural
Tourism D.C.’s marketing
and membership director.

“Cultural Tourism D.C.
and Walkingtown D.C. work
to bring awareness and visibility to the neighborhoods,”
Sinanan said. “Walkingtown
D.C. can attract almost any
type of person because of the
variety of options.”
In the fourth year of the
program, several new tours
include St. Elizabeth Psychiatric Hospital, Lafayette
Park, architectural tours of
Dupont Circle and tours that
cater to the gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender communities.
–Sophia Shin

SoB will record classes
Graduate
program to offer
TiVo technology
by Eric Thibault
Hatchet Staff Writer
Students enrolled in the
Master of Science in Project
Management program will
soon be able to watch a professor ’s lecture without having to
leave their homes or residence
halls.
University officials in the
Graduate School of Business
announced their plan last week
to integrate a “TiVo” style system called “Lecture Capture”
into their program in order to
enhance the opportunities they
can offer to students. Video
cameras have been installed in
classrooms and have started to
record lectures. Officials in the
School of Business estimated
that students will be able to
view lectures online by 2009.
“I think Lecture Capture
technology is a great im-

provement for our distance
programs,” said Murat Tarimicilar, associate dean for graduate programs and associate
professor of decision sciences.
Nearly half of the 350 students
enrolled in the MSPM program
are utilizing distance learning.
The system works in conjunction with Blackboard, has
regular virtual office hours
with EllimunateLive!, and other elements in order to aid students in the distance program,
Tarimicilar said.
Prabir Bagchi, a senior associate dean in the business
school, said that Lecture Capture will help students who are
not in the classrooms to better
understand the material.
“It allows distance students to have a better grasp
about the material via the discussions that take place in a
class,” Bagchi said.
Phyllis Tutora, the director of the program, said in
the news release that Lecture
Capture helps to create an
equal experience for students
whether they are online or on
campus.
Tarimicilar acknowledged
that the system may make students more likely to skip classes, but added that it is a useful

tool for students on campus
to review the lecture. He also
said that one way to prevent
students from skipping class,
due to this new technology,
would be to make attendance
mandatory.
“Our assumption is our
students, particularly the graduate students, would know
the advantages of classroom
discussions and classroom dynamics,” he said.
Denis Cioffi, an associated
professor in the MSPM progran, said he was not worried
that Lecture Capture would
cause students to come to class
less.
“It’s the instructor ’s role
as an entertainer, if you will,
to make the class interesting
enough to make students want
to come to class,” Cioffi said.
The ability to view lectures
or the audio of lectures is not
a new concept to the MSPM
program, which already uses
iTunes technology to broadcast
some of its lectures.
“This is nothing new,” said
Young Hoon Kwak, associate
professor of project management. “We have a campus program in existence, but this is
a more sophisticated way of
communicating.” 

Career Center, Disability Support Services co-host fair
Navigating the ins and outs
of the workplace can be tough
for any college student. But for
American University junior
Yazan Khalaf, professional life
will entail extra challenges because he relies on an electric
scooter for mobility.
Khalaf was one of many
students with disabilities who
attended a disability job fair on
Monday at the Marriott Metro
Center, which was co-hosted
by the GW Career Center, the
GW Office of Disability Support Services, the F. David
Fowler School of Business Career Center and Lime Connect,
a nonprofit organization.
The junior was looking for
an internship in the legal field
at the fair. He said he is most
concerned about taking busi-

ness trips when a company
hires him after college.
“If I have to travel to Las
Vegas for a convention, will I
be able to get (the scooter) on
the plane? Khalaf said. “You
must prepare so much more.”
He said there is also a
greater need to prove oneself
if the applicant is a disabled
employee. Khalaf said he must
fight the misconception that
disabled people may not be
able to perform in the workplace or may need more help
than others.
During the fair, students
asked a panel of recruiters from
Merrill Lynch, PepsiCo, Goldman Sachs and Google what
they were looking for in potential employees, as well as questions concerning accessibility.

John Delpino, director of
executive staffing for PepsiCo,
said it is important for companies to address the specific
needs of workers with disabilities.
“Many talented individuals
with disabilities will go home
with their degree and work for
a friend at home or teach in a
university setting,” Delpino
said. “We as a company must
ask, ‘What is it you as a person
need to be successful?’ ”
Denis Baranov, a GW junior,
said he is interested in a production management position
at Google – a popular company
with students in attendance.
He said he hopes this event will
give him an advantage over the
general pool of applicants.
–Kaitlyn Funk

Thursday, September 18, 2008

|5

A6 | Thursday, September 18, 2008

The GW Hatchet

Amanda Pacitti | Arts Editor | apacitti@gwhatchet.com
Caitlin DeMerlis | Contributing Editor | cdemerlis@gwhatchet.com

QuickTakes
David Foster Wallace (1962-2008)
David Foster Wallace, American novelist and essayist associated with the literary movement hysterical realism, hanged himself last Friday evening.
Hysterical realism, a genre based on use of detail and at times absurdist prose, was publicly condemned by literary critic James Woods as work that
could “know a thousand things but not…a single human being.”
It seems no praise can fall on Wallace without
the speaker challenging, marginalizing, or explaining
away this famed attack.
Woods’ criticism opposes a style Wallace embodied – best seen in his novel Infinite Jest - which
reads like a verbal spreadsheet in the text and contains literal spreadsheets and diagrams in the index.
His criticism, though, should not be explained
away; it fundamentally cannot be. It’s actually the
greatest praise. Wallace did not tell the reader what
life was like or what it meant. He showed the reader
what it could be by explaining everything but it.
In his memory: quotations telling you what life is.
Not what it meant.
– Alex Carusillo

Infinite Jest
(1996)
“We are all dying to
give our lives away to
something, maybe.”

Girl With
Curious Hair
(1990)
“Please don’t tell anybody, but Mark Nechtr
desires, some distant
hard-earned day, to
write something that
stabs you in the heart.”

Oblivion: Stories
(1994)
“Analysis... it didn’t really work, although it
did make everyone
sound more aware of
their own problems
and added some useful
vocabulary.”

FiveTen
TenTwenty
A weekly entertainment guide for the
cash-strapped college student.

If you have
Make your way to the
Rock and Roll Hotel to catch the Epic
Dance Party, featuring DJ Doc Rock, Friday, Sept. 19 at 9:30
p.m. The event is free and 21+.

$5

If you have
Check out indie
rock’s finest Canadians, Sunset Rubdown, at the Black
Cat Friday, Sept. 19 at 9 p.m. Tickets are
$13.

$10

If you have
Head to the
9:30
Club
to hear The
Dandy Warhols Monday, Sept. 22 at 7 p.m. Tickets
are $25.

$20

HatchetArts

I

n light of the suicide of writer David Foster
Wallace, we spoke to GW English professor
Margaret Soltan about the state of writing today, the voices of our time and the literary works
that inform us as a generation.
Soltan’s blog, “University Diaries,” is a staple
read on higher education, and she has been interviewed by media outlets including PBS and The
Washington Post. Along with fellow professor Jennifer Green-Lewis, she released “Teaching Beauty”
in 2007, which deals largely with the work of contemporary American author Don DeLillo.
First of all, I wanted to talk to you about American
writer David Foster Wallace, what he meant and what
his suicide means for the literary world.
My sense of it is that, and I think this is shared
by most serious readers, that the literary world
has suffered a very big loss – not only because he
died but because of the way in which he died. His
father was interviewed by The New York Times,
and Wallace suffered from depression for 20
years and had been medicated but it was difficult
to handle and eventually he was just not able to
keep himself going. And especially when an artist
kills him or herself — it’s like, what is wrong with
the artistic sensibility that so many artists — what
is it about the artistic mind that makes it sometimes undo itself?
I saw your blog post about the prevalence of this
among writers – that these people essentially use themselves up and become their own subject matter.
Well, that’s a contested argument. Some people
argue that, other people would argue that that is going overboard. The argument is that there’s something about modern literature – contemporary literature – that it all becomes very autobiographical,
and it becomes about your own suffering. And the
argument is that there’s something sort of dangerous about doing what Sylvia Plath or Anne Sexton
or, for that matter, what David Foster Wallace did.
There’s something about the process of transforming your own pain into literature and maybe
not quite transforming it enough, in the case of
someone like Plath or David Foster Wallace,
where it’s still on the surface and very painful. So
the argument would be that the peculiar danger
of a certain kind of late-20th-century fiction writing is that the immediate sufferings of a particular
self are too explicit, and you make yourself too
vulnerable.
Besides this sense of autobiographical writing,
what themes do you see in current writing?
Well, these are all themes that I see in David
Foster Wallace very strongly. The crucial theme
that he was onto – that a lot of other writers like
Don DeLillo are onto – is the peculiar paradox
whereby as Americans many of us are big winners. I mean, look at David Foster Wallace’s life.
Why would anyone who has made it big – really
in his twenties – as a writer do this to himself? But
his whole point, and I think it’s DeLillo’s point
too, is that the peculiar business of being a kind
of American, an affluent American, a success in
our time, is that the happier you get, and the more
success you get, the more unhappy you get. In
other words we’re living in a world of pleasure
and delights and successes and wonderful things,
but this world is not really making us happy.
What current books do you see as important for
students today to be reading?
First of all, in terms of David Foster Wallace,
I would say that his main novel “Infinite Jest” is
enormous, and has a sort of cult following for students. Everyone should graze in “Infinite Jest;”
everybody should look at it. But I think only the

Nick Gingold/senior staff photographer

On the state of writing
English professor Margaret Soltan discusses the
recent death of writer David Foster Wallace and
American literature today
Ani Mamourian | Hatchet Reporter
cult follower is going to sit there and read every
single page, not to mention every single footnote
... And all young intellectuals have to read Don
DeLillo’s “White Noise.” But I think also if you
want to get more of a sense of what was most influencing a writer like David Foster Wallace, read
DeLillo’s novel “The Names,” because it goes to
the heart of what tormented David Foster Wallace – this lack of an ability to communicate ...
the sense that language isn’t doing what it’s supposed to do by way of communicating meaning.
But the effort is to get past this sense of fracturing
to direct communication and direct feeling and to
break through the levels of irony and of sarcasm
– the kind of stuff we learned growing up with
“The Simpsons” and David Letterman.

Who should we be looking to as the next big names
in writing?
Well, among the other names is Jonathan
Franzen, who wrote “The Corrections,” Jeffrey
Eugenides, Nicholson Baker, Rick Moody. These
are all people who are experimental novelists;
they are taking on serious cultural themes. Also
Jonathan Safran Foer who wrote “Everything is
Illuminated.” He shares with David Foster Wallace this wonderful linguistic play. It’s hilarious.
A lot of these people are just really funny and
they twist language in ways that are energetic
and ludicrous and fun. 
–Interview conducted and condensed by Ani
Mamourian.

Alternative spaces
Three D.C. bookstores that are absolutely not Barnes & Noble
In some cases, an independent space can
establish itself a fixture in the city. Kramerbooks, on Connecticut Avenue by the Dupont Circle Metro station, opened in 1976
As bookstores across the nation compete
and presents itself as an area staple.
with the quick access and discounted prices
Dave Cook, originally from Illinois, said
offered by online retailers, some independent
he started working at Kramer’s when he first
outlets in the city are emphasizing using their
moved to D.C. seven years ago.
space for what the Internet cannot offer: face“I think we always face competition, but
to-face discussion.
since we’ve been here so long, we do have
“Political movements started when loa loyal fan base,” Cook said, citing the rescal community members could get together
taurant, bar and books as draws for locals
to talk,” said Don Allen, general manager of
and tourists alike. Still, he reiterated Allen’s
Busboys and Poets, a bookstore, restaurant
concern.
and performance space located near How“Competition for us and I think really
ard.
for other bookstores isn’t coming from other
Independent bookstores in the District
bookstores. It’s coming from the Internet,”
provide a venue for community gathering
Cook said. “Amazon is so easy. You just
and discussion, Allen said, noting that many
click, and you get a discount or they send it
of his clientele bond over their investment in
to you for free. You don’t have to leave your
environmental issues.
house.”
The space is “not just as a place to hang
So aside from housing a restaurant, how
out and buy books, but for the community
does an independent compete?
to have a dialogue,” Allen said. Busboys and
For Barbara Meade, co-owner of Politics
Poets, named in honor of Harlem Renaisand Prose, a bookstore on Connecticut Avsance writer Langston Hughes, who worked
enue, the answer is simple.
as a busboy in D.C., was founded on these
“Get people into the store,” she said, be it
principles. The bookstore component exists
with events in the store or in the larger comas a nonprofit, and the space is operated by
munity.
Teaching For Change, an educational activist
Politics and Prose hosts ten events a week
group established in D.C. in 1989.
in the store, and combined with events hostAllen said the chief pressure of indepened around the city, the number of events in a
dent bookstores is competition, not only with
week reaches anywhere from 15 to 20.
commercial chains like Borders and Barnes &
“An important part of all of these events
Noble, but with the Internet in particular. He
Alex Ellis/photo editor
are questions,” Meade said, emphasizing the
cited online retail Web site amazon.com as a Kramerbooks, on Connecticut Avenue by Dupont
importance of presenting a connection bemajor concern, which due to sheer volume of Circle, has been a D.C. fixture since 1976.
tween readers and writers – who might othsales is able to offer significant discounts to
net, you’re not keeping money in your com- erwise receive little media attention. It’s getting
buyers – something a small store simply cannot munity,” he said. “Buying from Amazon is no
people there that establishes community, she
afford to do.
different than buying from Wal-Mart.”
said, and opens a dialogue. 
“If you’re buying something on the Inter-

Gelman
Librarians
Thanks goes out to Gelman research librarians Paola
Ceccarini, Caroline Crouse, Elizabeth Edwards, Deborah Gaspar, Randy Hertzler, Tina Plottel, Mark Yoffe and
Shmuel Ben-Gad for the Lou Reed reference, among
other choice tracks.

by Amanda Pacitti
Arts Editor

1. Rhapsody on a Theme of Paganini – S. Rachmaninoff
2. New York, New York – Frank Sinatra
3. Goods – Mates of State
4. Blue Moon – The Marcels
5. Concerto for Two Violins – Beethoven
6. I Wish I Was the Moon – Neko Case
7. Slow Show – The National
8. This Must Be the Place – Talking Heads
9. Each Coming Night – Iron & Wine
10. Enter Sandman – Metallica

DistrictMixtape

11 Piano Concerto #5 in E-flat major, op. 7 (“Emperor”) – Beethoven
12. L.A. County – Lyle Lovett
13. Tonight’s the Night – Neil Young
14. Father of Mine – Everclear
15. Cassavetes – Fugazi
16. Today – Jefferson Airplane
17. Communication Breakdown – Led Zeppelin
photo by
18. How It Ends – Devotchka
Jonathan
Ewing/Hatchet
19. Walk on the Wild Side – Lou Reed
photographer
20. My Favorite Things – John Coltrane
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NUMBER CRUNCH
The number of points tallied by GW men's soccer striker Andy
Stadler so far this season. Stadler currently leads the Atlantic
10 in goals and points and was No. 13 in the nation at the
beginning of the week with 5 goals scored.

Men's soccer hits road, tops Navy
For Stadler, confidence is key to offense
by Alex Abnos
Hatchet Staff Writer
For an average-height, averageweight player, the GW men’s soccer
team’s striker Andy Stadler is incredibly easy to point out.
For starters, there is his dirty
blonde hair – poofy enough to be considered an afro on the right day.
Then there is his demeanor. Riding
to the game, Stadler listens to music –
mainly old-school hip-hop. As he puts
it, it’s “just really chill music. Nice
little beats – know what I mean?”
And before every game, while
most of his team is jumping, yelling
and clapping their hands to get in the
mood for competition, Stadler remains
calm. During games, he never yells.
That is, except when he scores.
Which, this year, is very often.
Stadler has already scored five
goals in as many games for the Colonials – with his most recent score coming off a spectacular 20-yard effort
against Navy in Annapolis Tuesday.
When asked to explain his hot
start to the season, one word always

pops up in his answers: confidence.
“Most people are scared to take
shots because they don’t know what
the coach is going to think,” said Stadler, who averages nearly four shots
per game and leads the team in shots
taken. “I just feel like I’m going to
score every game – that’s pretty much
all I’m thinking.”
Yet it was only two seasons ago
that Stadler was struggling to build
any kind of confidence at all. As a
freshman, the Milwaukee native came
on to a team with a lot of depth at the
striker position. He found himself
subbing in and out of games, making
it hard to have any kind of an impact.
But even in the limited time, Stadler was still able to create chances
for himself. By his own estimation,
Stadler said that he had shots hit the
post seven or eight times through the
course of the season.
Stadler’s sophomore year gave
him not only an increase in playing
time, but also an entirely different
kind of challenge only three games in:
a pulled hamstring.
“Someone crossed it to me and I

whiffed on the ball. I felt it immediately,” Stadler recalled. He finished
the game that day, but the injury only
worsened as the season continued.
“I remember we were doing some
sprints and my leg pretty much went
limp and I couldn’t run anymore,”
he said. “When it would happen in
games I had to get subbed off. It was
really frustrating.”
Even with the injury, Stadler still
chipped in seven goals and six assists
for the Colonials last season, finishing
as the team’s leading scorer despite
starting only eight games during the
year. But toward the end of the season,
the pain got too much to bear, and Stadler was forced to sit out.
Now, at peak health and brimming with confidence, Stadler hopes
his scoring touch will lead GW to a
successful season.
“I really think we can get to the
(Atlantic 10 tournament) final this
year. I really do,” he said.
What does he think they need to
do to get there?
Just have confidence. 

Upcoming
Games
Men's soccer:

Saturday, Sept.
20 at American,
1 p.m.

Men's Water
Polo:

At ECAC Championship
Saturday, Sept. 20
vs. Iona, 12 p.m.

GW solid on both sides of ball in victory
by Alex Abnos
Hatchet Staff Writer
Hitting the road was not a fun occurrence for the GW
men’s soccer team last season – the Colonials managed just
one win in seven attempts away from Foggy Bottom.
This year, GW plays 12 games away from the Mount
Vernon Athletic Complex, including a six-game road stint
that started Tuesday. But thanks to some crafty playing by
junior Andy Stadler, this trip got off on the right foot.
Stadler scored the Colonials’ only goal against Navy,
but one score was all GW would need. The Colonials
moved to 2-2-1 with a dominating 1-0 win over the Midshipmen, highlighted by the Milwaukee native’s 20-yard
strike in the game’s 54th minute. The win snaps the Colonials’ two-game losing streak, and also stops a five-game
road skid that dates back to last year.
GW took control of the game when sophomore Ryan
Ruffing received a Byron Walker service in the second half
of Tuesday’s game, sending it on to Stadler on the right
Alex Ellis/photo editor

Junior Andy Stadler (top, middle) has tallied five goals this
season for the Colonials. He leads the Atlantic 10 in goals
scored and notched GW's only score in Tuesday's 1-0 defeat of Navy. Brice Carr (bottom) did not play Tuesday but
expects to be back for the Colonials' next game.

side. Stadler drilled the ball off a bounce, giving the Colonials a lead that would not be significantly challenged.
Stadler’s tally marked his fifth goal of the season – a
number he has put up in only five matches this season. At
the beginning of the week, he sat at No. 13 in the nation for
goals scored. Currently, he leads the Atlantic 10 in goals
and points tallied.
The game itself was a dominating display by the Colonials, who out-shot the Midshipmen 15-6, while at the
same time holding Navy to only one shot on goal the entire game. Redshirt junior Matt Scheer turned away that
attempt for GW’s second shutout of the season.
“We worked on a lot of the things that we didn’t do well
against Loyola,” said head coach George Lidster. “We put
together a much better performance - we were a lot tighter
defensively, we passed the ball a lot better and we created a
lot of chances even though we only scored one goal.”
GW did so without freshman Brice Carr, a regular starter on defense who had played every minute of every game
this season. The Colonial was out with a pulled quadricep
and did not make the trip to Annapolis.
GW will travel up to American Sept. 20 to take on the
Eagles. The rest of their road trip takes GW to Mount St.
Mary’s, Virginia Tech, Xavier and Dayton.
“We have to learn how to win away,” Lidster said. “We
did well to hold the other team off, and it’s a good start for
us.” 

Volleyball:
At West Virginia
Invitational
Friday, Sept. 19
vs. UMBC, 5 p.m.
Saturday, Sept. 20
vs.UNC-Greensboro, 12 p.m.
Saturday, Sept. 20
vs. West Virginia,
8 p.m.
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“The other day, a co-worker
ran into my room yelling, ‘Oh
my gosh, shares are at $12.’
And now it is $0,” Orkin said.
“No one ever thought it would
come to this.”
Orkin said she was forced
to lay off the majority of her
employees in the wellness center. The company itself laid off
1,500 employees in one day.
“This week has been a major wake-up call,” Orkin said.
“Everyone is struggling. I lost
all my clients. Some came to me
with tears in their eyes because
of the news. It is sad, stressful
and surreal.”
She said her company is
now “part of history.”
“First, Lehman told us that
we had three months left to
close down the fitness center.
Then they told us that we had
two weeks. Now they’re saying it is over on Friday,” Orkin
said.
Kevin DiGrazia, a School of
Business student and member
of GW’s Finance and Investment Club, said his group was
planning on attending a recruitment meeting with representatives from Lehman Brothers and Merrill Lynch.
DiGrazia quipped, “I’m
looking forward to seeing if
they actually show up.” 

it’s a sign of strength,” agreed
Albright, who was secretary of
state under Bill Clinton along
with Christopher.
Amanpour said that U.S. influence is “at an historic low,”
and a video screen showed the
waning popularity of the U.S.
throughout the world, even in
countries that have historically
been allies.
“I don’t care if we’re popular,” Baker said. “It doesn’t matter whether we’re loved, but
whether we’re respected.”
Asked by Amanpour to put
aside “party talking points,”
the bipartisan group was able
to find common ground on

www.gwhatchet.com

SARKANI
from p. A1
“He’s a superstar,” said Donald Lehman, executive vice
president for academic affairs.
“I wish I had more people with
his energy.”
Sarkani earned $571,280 in
2006, more than any other employee besides then-University President Stephen Joel Trachtenberg and Skip Williams,
provost and vice president
for health affairs, according to
the University’s most recent
tax documents, released this

News

such issues as climate change,
torture and the need for multilateral cooperation among nations.
“We need to close Guantanamo,” Baker said of the controversial detention facility. “It’s a
very serious blot on our reputation.”
Albright called the situations in Afghanistan and
Pakistan an “international migraine” and said that it needs
to be seen in a larger context.
The panelists agreed that both
military and diplomatic resources need to be deployed to
the region.
“We have more lawyers in
the Pentagon than we do Foreign Service officers,” Christopher said of the need for greater
diplomatic efforts.
Asked about the recent

conflict between Georgia and
Russia, none of the panelists
expressed unequivocal support
for Georgia.
“We have to be careful not
to jump to one side or the other,” Powell said.
Kissinger, whose experience with Russia dates back to
his work in the Nixon Administration, said the U.S. should
actively engage Russia and realize that there are a number
of mutual interests on which to
cooperate.
“This Russia is not democratic, but it is also not what it
was before,” Kissinger said.
On Iraq, the former secretaries called for greater pressure to
be placed on the Iraqis as American troops are withdrawn.
“Make it clear that the drawdown will continue,” Powell

said. “But any timetable should
be conditioned on what’s going
on on the ground.”
“The Sunnis and Shia’s ultimately have to sort it out,” Albright said.
discussion
briefly
The
touched upon the presidential
race when an audience member asked about the worldwide
significance of electing Obama,
the first African-American
nominee. Powell, who has been
courted by both the Obama and
McCain campaigns said that
such an event would be “electrifying,” but added that he remains undecided on whom to
support.
“I will decide when I’ve
seen everything,” Powell said,
adding that “First and foremost,
I’m an American.”
Audience members, many

of whom waited in line for over
an hour to snag a good seat, reacted positively to the 90 minutes of debate.
“I thought it was splendid,
right in the spirit of GW,” former University President Stephen Joel Trachtenberg said.
“It was much more interesting
than the presidential debates
have been so far.”
“It was an interesting look
at the different perspectives
within the foreign policy community,” said sophomore Dan
Dupuis, noting the ideological
differences between the dignitaries.
Dupuis added, “I was glad
they kept the bickering to a
minimum.”
The program will be broadcast on CNN Saturday, Sept. 20
at 9 p.m. 

spring. His salary had risen
nearly $100,000 each year since
2003, according to the records.
“There are many reasons
why he is paid so well by the
University,” Lehman said.
“But he also teaches, conducts
research, and participates in
service just like any professor.”
In addition to more than
20 graduate and doctoral programs running in the U.S.,
Sarkani recently returned from
Taipei, Taiwan where he and
SEAS Dean Thomas Mazzuchi
helped teach an accelerated
graduate program to a Taiwanese corporation.
“Originally, the program
started with the Taiwanese Air
Force but I think we taught all
of them,” Lehman said. “Now
it’s corporate clients.”
The corporate courses are
taught cohort style, with stu-

dents learning alongside their
fellow employees and with a
specialized focus in mind. Rod
Harris, the Lockheed Martin
learning and education coordinator for the West coast, said
the company prefers Sarkani’s
courses for educating their
employees because they are
flexible.
“GW has been open to tailoring programs for our specific needs,” Harris said. “If
we go to another university,
we have to take whatever is offered.”
Harris said Lockheed Martin has been using Sarkani’s
programs in the Washington
area for almost a decade. Their
West coast courses, which Lehman mentioned as a major
source of revenue for the SEAS
program, began three years
ago and are gaining popularity after GW began offering

on-location instruction.
“The class starts at 5:30, so
students can grab bite to eat
after work, stay on campus
and never have to worry about
traffic,” Harris said. “It makes
other programs feel like pulling teeth.”
Sarkani, reached at his GW
office in California, said his
near-constant travel was crucial to the success of his programs.
“Because (EMSE Chair)
Professor Mazzuchi and I are
the ‘faces’ of EMSE-OCP programs in the recruiting phase,
we find the students expect
to see us frequently in their
classrooms as well,” Sarkani
said. “The travel naturally is
tiring, but the intellectual and
professional satisfaction that
reward us for our efforts well
outweighs any physical inconvenience.”

Sarkani said corporations
come to GW for these engineering degrees because, unlike other distance learning
programs, the school brings
their full graduate program to
these corporate sites.
“While the program is
identical to our on-campus offering in terms of admissions
criteria, delivery, content, faculty, and scholarship, a factor vital to our success is the
exceptional student services
we strive to provide,” Sarkani
said. “EMSE-OCP facilitates
all the interactions with GW
that a student may require.
This relieves the students of
the burden of dealing with logistical interactions with the
University, which are, at best,
challenging from a distance.
This way the students can concentrate on their studies.” 

said. The Colin Powell Center
for Policy Studies and Rice
University’s James A. Baker III
Institute for Public Policy were
also partners in the planning.
Since the beginning of
August, administrators held
weekly planning meetings
with partner organizations,
but the entire event took almost a year to develop.
Ambassador Karl Inderfurth, who teaches a course
on secretaries of state in the
Elliott School of International
Affairs, said he came up with
the idea to bring former secretaries to campus for a discussion about a year ago.
Inderfurth, who formerly
served as assistant secretary of
state for South Asian Affairs,

and his colleague Frank Sesno,
a professor in the School of
Media and Public Affairs and
CNN special correspondent,
began inviting the secretaries
in the spring. Inderfurth said
it was not difficult to get the
secretaries to agree to come to
GW, but it was a challenge to
find a date that would work
for all five.
“They are all out of office,
but still in very high demand,”
he said.
Adding the CNN broadcast element to the event came
both from Sesno and from the
University’s relationship with
CNN, which once taped regular programming from GW,
Vice President of Communications Mike Freedman said.

“An entity like CNN can’t
just parachute into any institution in America and make
something like this happen
without engaging in a lot more
legwork,” Freeman said.
Freedman said the event
increased the visibility of the
University and that functions
like this will enhance GW’s
reputation and prestige.
“It shows how GW has
the infrastructure in place to
make things like this happen,”
Freedman said.
He joked the only thing he
would have done differently
would have been to “build
about a ten thousand person
auditorium” to accommodate
all the students who could not
get tickets. 

LOGISTICS
from p. A1
said. The University also alerted the Metropolitan Police Department.
Officials said the University paid less than $50,000 for
the entire operation, which
included a private luncheon
at the Elliott School of International Affairs with the secretaries prior to the discussion
and a reception afterwards.
The secretaries did not receive
payment for their visit.
GW shared payment for
the event with the Center for
New American Security, a
D.C.-based think tank, Schario
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GW MARKETPLACE
GW STUDENTS: HAVE SOMETHING TO SAY? PLACE FREE ADS AT
WWW.GWMARKETPLACE.COM
Kieran Wilde, Classified Manager
Phone:
(202) 994-7079
Fax:
(202) 994-1309
Email: classifieds@gwhatchet.com
Web: www.gwmarketplace.com

JOBS

TWO INTERNSHIPS WITH U. S.
CENSUS BUREAU FOR SENIOR
UNDERGRADUATES - AT LEAST
20 HRS/WEEK: (1) Intern in Social/
Behavioral Sciences to help carry
out research and help recruit
respondents for various studies;
(2) Intern with Technology(Audio/
Visual) training to coordinate
research seminars and provide
some general office support. Send
resume and transcript(s) to tommy.
wright@census.gov by Friday,
September 19, 2008. U. S. citizen-

!Bartending! $250/Day Potential.
No Experience Necessary. Training
Available. (800)965-6520 x 171.

GW Hatchet classifieds are
now The GW Marketplace.
Classfied ads are available FREE
to all students and faculty online.
Non-GW clients pay a small fee for
online posting.
Print ads begin at $10 for the first
25 words, and $.30 per word
beyond that.
All classifieds should be placed
online. If you cannot access the
internet, ads may be placed via
email, fax or in person at our office.
An extra fee may apply.
The Hatchet accepts Visa,
Mastercard, American Express and
Discover, as well as cash and check
through our office.

The GW Hatchet is seeking circulation assistants to join our street
team. Responsibilities include
delivery of the paper Monday
and Thursday morning as well as
administrative work in our office.
Conveniently located on campus,
The GW Hatchet is the 104-yearold independent newspaper of GW.
This position in the best way to
advance within the office quickly,
especially for students interested
in sales, marketing and design.
Must be available for at least 2
hours before noon on Monday &
Thursday. Work-study is required.
To apply, email Arron Elkins,
advertising manager, at aelkins@

ship is required.

Looking for undergraduate sophomore to work as secretary in a
psychiatrist’s office part time. Pay
is $13/hour. Office located at 2112

32 Joan Miró’s
“L’___”
33 Prefix for many
cold-weather
product names
34 Glacial ridges
38 Like 1-Across
41 Lee of
Hollywood
43 Position
44 Part of a
veterinarian’s job
46 Aegean island
near Naxos
48 The Tigers of the
Ohio Valley
Conf.
49 General for
whom a style of
chicken is
named
50 Crab
53 Roly-poly
56 Defiling
57 German pronoun
58 Lawyers’ org.

ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE
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SERVICES
UNWANTED PREGNANCY?
Loving, financially-stable, welleducated couple in Arlington looking
to adopt. Contact: naomichandra@
hotmail.com or 703-362-9875.

STUDENT HOUSING

F Street. 202-785-1836

Edited by Will Shortz

GD
AI
BA
EL

301-961-0131.

GERALD P. PERMAN, M.D.

Over 20 years helping GW Students as a
Board Certified Psychiatrist

INDIVIDUAL PSYCHOTHERAPY &
GENERAL PSYCHIATRY
(202) 331-8213
2424 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW #100
Near Washington Circle
www.DRPERMAN.com

Place your ad here in just
a few simple steps at
www.gwmarketplace.com

gwhatchet.com.

Note: When this puzzle is done, unscramble the five circled letters to find
out how the circles could have been left with the puzzle’s solution still being
correct.

Across
1 Mythical
hammer wielder
5 Nickname for a
namesake of
Mary’s husband
9 Burn, in a way
14 ___ wave
15 First name in
folk
16 “Institutiones
Calculi
Integralis” writer
17 Castle
stronghold
18 Like some
interest
20 Unauthorized
preview, say
22 Ocasek of the
Cars
23 Apology starter
24 Resettle
28 Serious
30 Strip joint,
euphemistically
31 My ___

Internship/paid. Wanted:
Aggressive, outgoing go-getter to
work with Senior Vice President
at Wachovia Securities. Call Bill
Flanigan, Senior Vice-President,

SF ML EE AX R I BD RE OD
OG UO TN RE E D LU AN BE
AS SC HA ER DL I OS NL EE
P IO EM O HO O WT DA Y J
Y C RE I X EO RT S I C A
OA B L CE AM BO AN LE AY
DR RE I ED DE N F A R
D AE UP DO I T
ON AI ST
R DG PU RY E S SR EN DA
K E SB IA LR KK EE NE P
EE D S DH OE SA F S
LR IY M OO P AR I A DH AS
IM NE DF FO OR LA DC EA DT
DI ES ST
DO OT LE ER D I
ET SI ES
SS TE ED PE SR

60 Faithful, to a
Scot
61 Went on
65 Goddess in the
hand of the
statue of Athena
in the Parthenon
68 Poe-ish
69 Call to Rover
70 Taking care of
things
71 Some histrionics
72 Career division,
in sports
73 Capt.’s inferiors
Down
1 Finger wagger’s
sound
2 Speed
3 Comic’s stock
4 Adjusts, as a
currency rate
5 Crooks’ lackeys
6 Sch. in Tulsa,
Okla.
7 State tree of
Massachusetts
8 Not their
9 Port locale
10 Director’s cry
11 Out on ___
12 It holds water
213 Gloomy, literarily
19 Thread type
221 Fly ball’s path
224 Fix
225 Little brother’s
cry, perhaps
26 Deli sandwich
choice
27 Vernacular that
came into
prominence in
1996

1

2

3

4

5

14

15

17

18
20

24

6

7

8

10

22

25

11

12

13

36

37

19

21
26

27

23
28

29

31

32

33

38

39

40

44

34
41

45

54

42
46

49

35
43

47

50

55

48
51

Play another Sudoku
online DAILY at
www.gwhatchet.com/puzzles

52

56

57
61

9
16

30

53

No. 0814

58

59

62

60
63

64

65

68

69

70

71

72

73

66

67

Puzzle by Damon J. Gulczynski

29 One of a candy
box duo
35 Making
necessary
36 Balsam, e.g.
37 Burned
39 In ___
(positioned
naturally)
40 Tangles
42 Sticky stuff

45 “___ with you”
(parting words)
47 Smoke a little
51 “American ___”
52 Grasslands
53 More red, maybe
54 Papery sheath
on a plant stem
55 Protective
protrusion

59 Wan
62 “Shoo!”
63 Match
64 Reconstruction,
e.g.
66 Do-it-yourselfer’s
aid
67 Uranians, e.g., in
brief

For answers, call 1-900-285-5656, $1.49 a minute; or, with a
credit card, 1-800-814-5554.
Annual subscriptions are available for the best of Sunday
crosswords from the last 50 years: 1-888-7-ACROSS.
Online subscriptions: Today's puzzle and more than 2,000
past puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($39.95 a year).
Share tips: nytimes.com/puzzleforum. Crosswords for young
solvers: nytimes.com/learning/xwords.
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