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TKE cleared Economic woes alter admissions strategy
in drugging, Senior VP says
focus has shifted
leader says from 'elite' recruits
by Lara Gori
Hatchet Reporter
A University investigation found
that there was no substantial evidence
that the Tau Kappa Epsilon fraternity was responsible for an alleged
drugging incident at a party in their
townhouse last month, the fraternity's
president said this week.
In early September, the University
Police Department sent out a crime
alert warning that a female reported
that she was drugged at a TKE party.
She subsequently became ill and experienced memory loss.
UPD launched an investigation
into the incident and then handed it
over to Student Judicial Services for
further investigation, UPD Chief Dolores Stafford said.
Senior Benton Brown, president
of TKE, said, “There hasn’t been a
single piece of evidence other than
the anonymous report that has come
up throughout the investigation process.”

by Sarah Scire
Campus News Editor
A senior administrator wrote a letter to Faculty Senate members last week
outlining an admissions strategy altered
by recent turmoil in the financial and
credit markets. The letter emphasized
providing more financial aid to continuing students rather than allocating
funds to attract new "elite" freshmen.

Robert Chernak, senior vice president of Student and Academic Support
Services, wrote the letter in response to
critical reports from the Faculty Senate
last spring that indicated the University is attracting fewer elite students.
He highlighted that in recent years the
incoming class has become more ethnically and geographically diverse.
Chernak said in an interview last
week that the University is concerned
about “enrollment stability” – keeping
current students at GW and attracting
enough quality students to fill a freshman class – during the financial downturn.
“We are trying to minimize the
economy’s adverse impact on the Uni-

“We are trying to minimize
the economy’s adverse
impact on the University. If
that means giving up a few
points on the SAT, so be it."
ROBERT CHERNAK
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT

versity,” Chernak said. “If that means
giving up a few points on the SAT, so
be it.”

Chernak rejected the suggestion
from the Faculty Senate that the University increase scholarship money for
academically prestigious students, after
GW cut merit-based aid by $1 million
last fiscal year.
“It may not be the right time to invest additional student aid resources of
any magnitude to achieve better performance within limited and select qualitative measurements such as National
Merit finalists when a much more comprehensive plan to meet broader and
sustainable university enrollment objectives is mandated by current circumstances,” Chernak wrote in the letter.
See ADMISSIONS, p. 11

Representing the unrepresented

See TKE, p. 11

Lehman
bankruptcy
hits GW org
by Lucy McClairmont
Hatchet Reporter
photos by Alex Ellis/photo editor

As the troubles of Wall Street continue to grow, its effects have reached
at least one group of students in the
School of Business.
GW Women in Business has received funding from Lehman Brothers since the student organization was
founded in 2006. Lehman Brothers,
however, declared bankruptcy in September and GWWIB leaders are unsure
if they will get the $10,000 the investment bank committed to this past
spring.
"The information changes every
single time," said junior Tricia Reville,
a co-chair of GWWIB. "I can't even
keep straight anymore who's going to
get what and if the checks are even going to clear."
Students in the business school
formed GWWIB after they interned at
various investment banks and discovered how significant a student business organization can be, especially for
women looking to enter the business
world.

Michael Brown (above) and Paul Strauss (left) are Democratic shadow senators for
the District of Columbia.

Shadow congressmen fight for District causes
by Gabrielle Bluestone
Senior Staff Writer
Democracy can be ironic sometimes.
This November, D.C. residents will
elect two people to represent a district on
Capitol Hill that is, by law, unrepresented.
D.C. residents cannot elect a voting
senator or representative next month,
but they will pick two unpaid, nonvoting
members of D.C.’s “shadow” delegation.
Shadow senator Paul Strauss and
shadow representative Mike Panetta,
both Democrats, are up for re-election in
these unique District positions. Together
with Democrat shadow senator Michael

D. Brown, who took office in 2007, they
make up the District’s shadow delegation
– aimed at compensating for the lack of
Congressional representation for the District.
“In general it’s like you’re half-lobbyist, half-hustler trying to figure out a way
to get in the door and speak your piece
and get attention,” Brown said.
Congressmen in title only, the three do
not have offices on Capitol Hill, but rather
they share a suite in the basement of the
John A. Wilson Building, the home of the
District government in downtown D.C.
The shadow senators are not allowed on
See SHADOW, p. 12

See LEHMAN, p. 12

Athlete grad rates rank high

CHENEYWAVE

NCAA report says GW has second-highest rate in A-10
by Dan Greene
Senior Staff Writer

Alex Ellis/photo editor

Vice President Dick Cheney waves from his limousine as he arrives at the GW Hospital Wednesday afternoon for an outpatient procedure. See the full story, p. 2.

GW has one of the highest
graduation rates for athletes out
of any school in the Atlantic 10
Conference, according to a report
released on Tuesday.
The NCAA Graduation Success Rate Report gave 11 out
of 18 GW sports teams perfect
scores – the highest in the A-10
conference – meaning that every scholarship player on those
teams who enrolled between
1998 and 2001 graduated within
six years or transferred in good
academic standing.
Using these criteria, 94 percent of GW athletes from that
time period graduated – the national average for all Division I
schools is 78 percent. The men’s
basketball team scored a 67 percent, which is above the national
Division I basketball average of
62.

The women’s basketball,
cross country, lacrosse, rowing,
soccer, swimming, tennis, volleyball and water polo teams
all received perfect scores in the
GSR Report. Men’s soccer and
swimming also featured perfect
scores.
“I think a lot of coaches were
high on academics,” said Nicole
Trickett, a women’s soccer player who graduated last year. “I
know our academic support staff
was all-around great. We had a
whole building where we could
go study and we had support.
Just having that readily and easily available made a difference.”
Under the federal rate, which
only counts athletes that graduate at their school without transferring, 74 percent of GW athletes
from that time period graduated
– the national average for all Division I athletes is 63 percent.
See NCAA, p. 14

GreatGraduates

94%
Percentage of all GW athletes that
graduated or transfered in good
academic standing from 1998-2001

78%

Average percentage of student
athletes that graduated or
transfered in good academic
standing nationally
during that same period

Source: NCAA Graduate Success Rate Report
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CAMPUS
CALENDAR
THURSDAY
HIGH 81 | LOW 57
SADDAM HUSSEIN TRIAL
JUDGE TO SPEAK AT GW
Ra’id Juhi Hamadi Al
Saedi will speak at the Law
School about his experiences during Saddam
Hussein's trial.
4 p.m.
Law School, Room B505

FRIDAY
HIGH 64 | LOW 49
ROBIN WILLIAMS PERFORMS
The comedian and actor
will perform a stand-up
comedy show for parents
and students.
Tickets are sold out
9 p.m.
Smith Center

SATURDAY
HIGH 60 | LOW 44
BARBECUE AT THE BALLPARK
Celebrate women’s softball
with the team, coach and
their parents at a Colonials
Weekend barbecue!
12 p.m.
Mount Vernon Campus
softball fields
OCTOBERFEST
Come enjoy October at
GW’s annual Octoberfest celebration, featuring
pumpkin carving, painting
and fall treats.
5 p.m.
Mount Vernon Quad

SUNDAY
HIGH 67 | LOW 50
FOGGY BOTTOM/WEST END
NEIGHBORHOOD BLOCK PARTY
Stroll through the annual
community fair with food
and performances from local businesses and student
organizations.
1 p.m.
Eye Street Mall

Cheney visits GW
Hospital for heart
procedure
Vice President Dick Cheney
was treated for an abnormal
rhythm in the upper chambers
of his heart, called an atrial fibrillation, at the GW Hospital
on Wednesday afternoon.
White House doctors discovered the atrial fibrillation
when Cheney met with them
on Wednesday morning. As a
result, he cancelled a fundraising appearance for Republican
congressional candidate Marty
Ozinga in Homer Glen, Ill.
Megan Mitchell, a spokeswoman for Cheney, said in a
statement that the outpatient
procedure
was
successful.
Cheney was released at 2 p.m.
“An electrical impulse was
delivered to restore the heart
to normal rhythm,” Mitchell
wrote. “The procedure went
smoothly and without complication."
Mitchell wrote that Cheney
returned home and resumed his
normal schedule after the procedure.
More than two million
Americans have an atrial fibrillation, according to the
American Heart Association.
Although it can be treated easily with an electronic shock, the
lack of blood being pumped out
of the atrium can cause a stroke
if left untreated.
Today marked the second
time in less than a year that
Cheney has been treated for
atrial fibrillation at the GW Hospital. Last November, the abnormality was discovered when he
visited doctors for treatment of
a cough from a cold.
Cheney has had four heart
attacks in the past three decades.
A pacemaker was implanted in
his chest in 2001.
The vice president is major
benefactor of the GW Hospital,
having donated $2.7 million
to establish the Richard B. and
Lynne V. Cheney Cardiovascular Institute. He has received
cardiac treatment at the hospital since his first heart attack in
1978.
–Nathan Grossman

WWW.GWHATCHET.COM

SNAPSHOT

New Columbian
College institute to
study solar energy

Fair Fight

Jonathan Ewing/Hatchet photographer

Two Law School students joust in University Yard Wednesday afternoon.

SA senator plans to introduce legislation to overhaul constitution
A Student Association senator
said on Wednesday that he hopes
to overhaul the organization's constitution, restarting a similar effort
from three years ago.
Sen. Nick Polk (U At-Large), a
sophomore, sent an e-mail to four
former members of the SA and one
current member announcing his
intention to reintroduce a revised
constitution that those members
had helped draft in 2005.
The new constitution – which
needs a two-thirds vote in the Senate to pass – separates the position
of executive vice president into two
different positions, increases the
number of students on the SA Student Court and eliminates the Joint
Elections Committee, an independent body overseeing elections.
“You may have realized we
have an entirely new Senate this
year which means we have a lot of
opportunity to actually make some
change instead of passing non-

binding resolutions,” Polk wrote in
the e-mail.
Polk, the SA rules committee
chair, said he would like to “take
another look” at the 2005 version,
but said he wants a new constitution to come before the senate by
the end of the semester. The brisk
timeline established by Polk faces
opposition from the senate chair.
Junior Kyle Boyer, SA executive
vice president, said it was not “fair or
appropriate” to change the SA structure so drastically halfway through the
terms of current elected members.
“I would definitely be opposed
to it taking effect this year,” Boyer
said. “I don’t necessarily have a
strong opinion on the positions
changing eventually, but it just
doesn’t make sense to move forward with this now.”
He added, “I think there might
be ulterior motives.”
Boyer said there were other issues he would rather see the senate

focus on this year.
“In my opinion, it’s a waste of
time,” he said.
Polk, who said he will not be
running for a higher position next
year because he would like to focus
on getting into law school, added
that he feels the revised constitution would make the SA easier for
students to understand.
“I think it would make us a
student government that can make
some changes,” Polk said in an
interview. “Opposed to student
government that is mired up in bureaucracy.”
Graduate student Chris Rotella, a presidential administrative
fellow a SA former senator, was a
major proponent of the constitutional overhaul in 2005.
“Anything that increases transparency is a good thing,” Rotella
said. “If Nick wants to revisit it, I
wish him best of luck.”
–Sarah Scire

The University is in the early stages of establishing an Institute of Solar Energy Analysis
within the Columbian College,
officials announced earlier this
month.
The new CCAS institute
will research the economic and
technological advantages solar power. Its creation reflects
the national and international
emphasis on alternative energy sources and environmental
challenges.
“Our goals are to develop a
better understanding of the issues and potentials of solar energy, specifically for reaching a
significant portion – as much as
50 percent – of the U.S.’s energy
demands in a reasonable period
of time,” said Ken Zweibel, who
will serve as the head of the institute.
He said energy from the
sun is “one of the few alternative sources capable of replacing terawatts of fossil fuel consumption” and will assist the
nation in moving away from its
dependence on fossil fuels.
“It is important because
the world has a lot of problems associated with the cost
of conventional fossil fuel and
environmental fuel on climate
change,” said Zweibel, who
has previously assisted the U.S.
Department of Energy in developing solar technology for lowcost electricity. “Solar energy is
a possible solution to this problem and we want to understand
its potential and the issues associated with it.”
CCAS Dean Peg Barratt said
the new center will help both
the University and the nation.
“We’re building the resources to provide trusted, scientifically sound information and
analysis of solar energy to assist our nation’s policy makers
as they develop our country’s
energy policy,” Barratt said in a
news release.
No official date has been set
for the institute's opening, nor
has a location been announced.
–Danielle Meister

The GW Hatchet

News

Thursday, October 16, 2008

|3

Costas headlines Kalb Report Students, faculty
Sportscaster
talks Olympics,
money in sports
by Madeleine Morgenstern
Hatchet Staff Writer
Longtime sportscaster Bob
Costas brought three decades
of sports experience to the Kalb
Report Monday night at the National Press Club.
Best known for his coverage
of seven Olympic Games with
NBC, Costas and host Marvin
Kalb discussed changes to the
business side of sports in a conversation peppered with player
names and statistics. The famed
analyst said as team budgets increase to attract bigger names,
the nature of sports changed as
well.
“It was never just a game,”
Costas said. “But there was a
time when the sports aspect was
at least tied with business aspect.”
Costas, a self-described supporter of players’ rights, said he
does not take an issue with the
multi-million dollar salaries professional athletes demand. He
said he draws the line, however,
when a player or his agent has a
sense of entitlement that eclipses
respect for fans and the integrity
of the sport.
The sportscaster said as the
amount of money involved in
sports increases, there is a perceived drop in ethics.
“The most extreme, aberrant
behavior gets the most attention
and is taken to be typical,” he
said.
While Costas said not all professional athletes behave poorly,
he noted the recent news surrounding baseball star Manny
Ramirez, who “couldn’t even remember which knee he was supposed to be faking an injury.”

Anne Wernikoff/assistant photo editor

Bob Costas speaks with Marvin Kalb in the newest installment
of The Kalb Report Monday evening at the National Press Club.
Costas also discussed his liked to see more.
experiences at the Beijing Olym“I host the Olympics; I don’t
pics, which he broadcasted to produce the Olympics,” Costas
millions worldwide, as a “smash said. “We did not do enough
television success.” He dis- around the social, political and
agreed with Kalb’s suggestion economic circumstances (in Chithat he may have been “the front
man for a vast promotional enterprise.”
“The events covered in
primetime were of legitimate
interest,” Costas said, citing the
excitement surrounding swimmer Michael Phelps, who won
eight medals in the 2008 Summer Games.
He also defended his employer when Kalb said The New
York Times claimed NBC’s coverage was “antiquated” since the
network tried to prevent its most
popular footage from appearing
online before it aired on television. Costas said the events that
were of most interest to viewers
were scheduled in the morning
in Beijing, but they aired live in
primetime on the East Coast.
Costas said he was satisfied
that these games contained “at
least a dollop of journalism,”
although he said he would have

Podcasts.
Multimedia.
...and everything in this issue.
gwhatchet.com

na).”
He said, however, print media including The New York
Times and The Washington Post
did a better job of “pulling the
curtain back” on the issues in
China than other news organizations like NBC.
In describing his preparation for an Olympics broadcast,
Costas said that he’s learned to
distinguish the important information from the meaningless.
“You need to be a good generalist. You don’t need to know
the best springboard diver from
Peru,” he said.
He said only about two percent of all of the reading he did
on the history of the Olympics
and China actually made it on
the air.
Costas contrasted this with
the preparation required for a
game seven of the World Series,
which does not require history
as much as it requires staying
right on top of the action.
“The whole season has fed
into this moment,” he said. “It’s
all about the drama.” 

waver on arming UPD
by Amanda Dick
Senior Staff Writer

As student and faculty leaders begin to consider whether the
school should arm University Police Department officers, many said
they are reluctant to take sides until
they know more information.
The University announced last
month that they have formed a
committee to hire a consultant and
assess whether UPD should carry
guns. The department is one of few
unarmed sworn campus forces nationwide.
Christy Zink and Lisa BentonShort, the co-chairs of the Faculty
Senate university and urban affairs
committee, both said they are waiting to learn more about the subject
before making a decision.
“The nature of UPD’s enforcement is in early conversation here
on campus – among faculty, students, administrators and staff
alike – and in the community,”
Zink said. “Given the committee’s

dedication to strengthening GW’s
community relationships and to
connecting faculty across the University and our urban environment, this issue is likely one we’ll
address in the future.”
“This seems a critical issue and
one that deserves thoughtful discussion among students, faculty
and staff,” Benton-Short added.
Former University President
Stephen Joel Trachtenberg said the
topic arose in during his tenure, but
it received little support from the
D.C. government and community
groups. He added that the University has access to armed police
from the Metropolitan Police Department and other local forces.
“UPD calling MPD when there
is a crisis that would call for weapons or the authority has seemed to
work for us,” Trachtenberg said.
“There are more uniformed officers in the Foggy Bottom area than
many other areas, including the
See UPD, p. 11

Cartoon

Don't be absent, be absentee!
Kaela Clark

Let’s go mad at
midnight
GW should change Colonials Invasion back
to Midnight Madness.
In early 2003, Director of Athletics Jack
Kvancz decided to cancel the decade-old tradition of Midnight Madness because it had
become more about the opening acts than the
midnight introduction of the teams.
At the time, teams were first allowed to take
the court at precisely midnight on the NCAAmandated first day of the season, and Midnight
Madness became a nationwide celebration of
the college basketball season kickoff. At GW,
the problem became that students would lose
patience while sitting through pre-midnight
performances, waiting for the basketball team
to take the court at the stroke of the twelve.
In fall of 2003, GW Spirit Programs launched
Colonials Invasion, to be “more about basketball and less of a circus,” according to Niccole
Macchione, then GW spirit coordinator. With
the NCAA rule change allowing teams to take
the court as early as 7 p.m., Colonials Invasion
was designed to be an evening basketball show
that ends well before midnight.
This year, GW Spirit Programs did the fiscally responsible thing and opted not to have
an outside performer, which should shine the
spotlight even more brightly on the actual basketball teams we are celebrating.
So since we finally have the programming
right and are actually celebrating the teams,
why can’t we join all the schools nationwide
who have Midnight Madness?
The timing is better than ever, because now
the teams can hit the court before midnight,
and the whole event is still a show highlighting
the players and the sport. It could start before
midnight and culminate with a rousing, spirited countdown to midnight and the start of the
season.
In 2003, Kvancz expressed concern about
players “not getting to bed until two or three
in the morning” and being affected at the next
day’s real practice, but if Midnight Madness
culminates at midnight, that should not be a
concern.
This could be something fun and successful
on campus. Midnight programming is exciting
in college, and events such as Midnight Breakfast have been successful in the past.
Midnight Madness also has the ring of tradition and is a recognizable event all across
the nation. GW should tap into the one area of
spirit it doesn’t have to drum up and give the
basketball team and fans a new, better, madder
basketball kickoff.

Back to the
kid in us

W

elcome, GW parents.
By now, your child’s room has been
frantically cleaned, with racy posters and
beer cans shoved behind the dirty clothes hamper
in the back of the closet. They have put on their
cleanest clothes and met you with a big hug.
But it’s a
different
hug
than the ones
LUCAS HAGERTY
you’ve received
before. Perhaps
they have better
posture or a new swagger. Maybe your child has
gained or lost some weight. Is that a new haircut?
Did they always have that piercing?
You pick up on all that is new and wonder,
“Has my child already grown up?” Not to worry.
Your students have not morphed into adults yet.
On the contrary, their day-to-day habits are more
reminiscent of grade school than grad school.
That man or woman standing in front of you
is closer than you realize to the little kid you seemingly just raised. In their diets, for instance, just like
their younger selves, a meal of choice is likely to be
a nice peanut butter and jelly sandwich. Students
frequently take naps, and no one wants to get out of
their pajamas – even when they are going to class.
Those big comfy cartoon slippers can be found in all
dorm hallways. We watch a lot of cartoons too, like
"Family Guy" and "Aquateen Hunger Force."
This isn’t to say you took out a second mortgage on your home to pay for your kids to regress
to their childhood ways. We are starting to focus on
and plan for what’s ahead. We are truly, if slowly,
becoming adults. Still, that higher level of maturity
hasn’t totally taken over the kid you so fondly remember. Whether you are here to see a freshman or
senior, don’t let the aura of college cool fool you.
So, parents, rest assured that you haven’t lost
the kid you chased around in their PJs on Christmas mornings so many years ago. Those childish
quirks that made your kid so loveable have come
full circle.
Even though they may try to shy away from
your hug around classmates or avoid answering
you immediately when you yell out their childhood
nicknames in a crowd, they are still the same napping, pajama-wearing, PB and J-eating little kids
you knew just a few years ago.
–The writer is an undecided freshman.

“

said, ‘Whatever you want to tell me about fish, I’m
y to listen, but I’m not going to vote for your bill,’ "
–D.C. shadow senator Paul Strauss, recalling a conversation with "Heroes" star Hayden Panettiere about saving the
whales.
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GW College
Republicans: Leading
on a liberal campus
Students on election front lines

The Facebook generation
vs. the baby boomers
Global generation finds new ways to protest

C

NN contributor Donna Brazile came to lenge as universal as a draft, but if we did, do
the Jack Morton Auditorium on Mon- not doubt we would hit Capitol Hill with the
day and lauded our generation as be- same fervor and tenacity.
ing the modern catalyst for change. Her words
Despite modern-day issues not being
were powerful, passionate and akin to the conducive to traditional forms of protest,
praise given to baby boomers of the 1960s.
when protest is the best option, that’s what
Yet when our respective generations are we do. We all remember the protests against
compared, we are criticized for not being as the Chinese government’s human rights viomotivated or driven. The media has offered lations before and during the summer Olymhumorous and sometimes serious criticism of pic Games. There are protests for and against
how our generation deals with the problems abortion. There are protests for and against gay
of the day – Facebook groups,
marriage. People have proanyone? Most people accept
tested our government’s
the criticisms as fact and beindifference to genocide in
MATT GRIFFERTY
lieve that because we do not
Darfur.
take to the streets, we do not
If there is a cause we
truly care.
believe in, we find ways to
The truth is, the issues in
contribute to it. There are
this global age are too diverse and far-reach- countless organizations you can join or help
ing to be solved by standing outside build- by simply bringing out your credit card. You
ings with signs. Many of them do not directly can buy a wristband or T-shirt for almost any
affect us, and yet we still take them to heart. imaginable cause – Livestrong for cancer; One
We could ignore the ramifications of global for poverty, AIDS and hunger; Red for AIDS;
warming. We will not be directly affected by the list goes on. Some would argue that bringgenocide in Darfur or poverty and hunger in ing out your checkbook indicates you don't reAfrica. But we still find avenues to show our ally care, but most people are unable to go to
concern.
China or India or Darfur without taking drasWhat made the Baby Boomers hit the tic measures, so they give the best they can.
streets in protest? The Vietnam War directly
The protests that took place in the ‘60s
affected their livelihoods – they could have were not trivial, but criticism of our generabeen drafted and swept off to Saigon any day. tion is without warrant. If we had a singuFor college kids in the ‘60s it was much lar issue to attack, we would attack with the
easier to focus and show their dissent. There same zeal as the baby boomers. But our conwere more than 20 national groups on cam- cerns cannot always be shown with a protest.
puses aimed at protesting the war and the Sometimes you just have to buy the T-shirt
draft – everything from Students for a Demo- with every intent of making good upon what
cratic Society to the Vietnam Day Committee.
it signifies – that you are part of a generation
What they did was exemplary. The draft looking to change the world, not just its own
directly affected them, so of course they pro- predicament.
tested. Of course they did not want to fight in
–The writer is a freshman majoring in joura war they did not believe in. We face no chalnalism.

As The Hatchet’s own poll this week made abundantly clear, GW is a liberal campus. However, conservatives everywhere at GW know that the College
Republicans have been leading the fight this year to
make our stance on the issues known, even to nonetoo-friendly liberal ears.
Last week, our organization held a phenomenally successful – even by GW standards – “NObama”
BBQ in Kogan Plaza that fed over 700 people and
aided droves of College Republicans who signed up
for absentee ballots. The Associated Press and the
Washington Times were
on hand to cover the
event. Our year kicked
off with Rep. Cliff Stearns
of Florida and College
GW COLLEGE
Republicans
National
Chairman Charlie Smith.
REPUBLICANS
Next week we welEXECUTIVE
come to campus former
Senate Majority Leader
BOARD
Trent Lott, who will discuss the 2008 campaign
and rally our members
for his friend and former
colleague, Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz.
On the presidential campaign front, this year
alone our organization has led the charge in Virginia, having made thousands of calls and canvassed
hundreds of homes for the McCain campaign. At the
close of this campaign, our organization will be deploying more members to Ohio on the RNC 72-hour
task force than any other College Republicans chapter in America.
Next weekend, our chapter will be leading the
D.C. federation of College Republicans to Pennsylvania’s 10th Congressional District to fight for Chris
Hackett’s bid in one of the most hotly contested congressional races this election cycle.
Make no mistake about it: The GW College Republicans are on the front lines of this election. Our
organization, along with millions of other College
Republicans from all across the nation, is going to
make the difference in this election at the grassroots
level.
Clearly, the GW College Republicans Executive
Board is rallying CR members to get involved this
election. Remember, the only poll that matters is the
one on Election Day.
Sen. John McCain has taken on political parties
and fought for his country his entire life. He has
used change, not to promote his career, but to promote the interests of those he serves, and he’ll do
that as president.
Sen. McCain will limit government waste, empower businesses to get our economy moving again
and lead us to energy independence. He gives America real reason to hope for change in Washington and
reform in government. Don’t hope for a better future; vote for one.
We urge our fellow CR members and McCain
supporters to stand up and fight until Election Day.
Wear a McCain button, put up a McCain sign, but
most importantly, get out and vote. For someone
who has spent his entire life fighting for his country,
the least we can do is get out and fight for him.

Don't shoot the scapegoat
CRA, ACORN not to blame for current economic crisis

A

s our financial system is facing one of the
worst crises in living memory, the American people have predictably been looking for heads to roll. While the usual scapegoats
– greedy banks and risk-averse investors – were
thrown to the lions almost instinctively, there has
been a different consensus taking shape among some conservatives about who’s to blame in all
ROBERT
of this.
Forged in the fires of the blogosphere and working its way
into the public discourse, the general story being sold is that this entire crisis is the
consequence of liberal programs offering loans
to irresponsible minorities, with the end result of
$700 billion worth of debt placed onto the backs
of hardworking, white Americans. One doesn’t
have to spend too much time reading between
the lines to see that they’re attempting to take a
mind-bogglingly complex problem that has engulfed the global credit market and scapegoat
low-income, urban black Americans.
Anyway, let’s do them a courtesy they probably don’t deserve and take a look at their case.
The main thrust of the argument is that the Community Reinvestment Act (CRA) is the culprit in
all of this. The bill was passed under President
Carter in 1977 and later amended several times,
including in 1995 and 1999 under President Clinton. According to conservative columnist Stanley

Kurtz, the CRA “was meant to encourage banks
to make loans to high-risk borrowers, often minorities living in unstable neighborhoods.”
So, if the CRA was the gun, who was the gunman? Apparently, the Association of Community
Organizations for Reform Now (ACORN) – a
group with strong ties to the black
community – and their liberal allies in the Democratic Party were
GRIFFIN
responsible for passing this “socialist” program that pressured
poor, defenseless banks into offering low-income blacks home
loans for which they were not qualified.
Race-baiting aside, this line of reasoning
makes some sense given the players involved,
but it quickly folds under even the most cursory
of examinations.
Let’s start with ACORN – a longtime Republican punching bag – because it’s clearly the more
laughable part. To hear the McCain campaign tell
it, ACORN is almost Illuminati-like in their influence of the banking and loan industry. In one of
their new ads, his campaign claims that “ACORN
forced banks to issue risky home loans.” However, any reasonable appraisal would show them to
be a relatively ineffectual nonprofit group in a sea
of other mildly powerful players. This accusation
also ignores the fact that ACORN has been speaking out against predatory subprime lending since
the late 1990s.

Nevertheless, even if one concedes that
ACORN was responsible for the CRA, it requires
a pretty strange interpretation of the facts to
blame the CRA for this crisis. While it’s true that
the act gave special attention to inner-city minorities who were being systematically discriminated
against by the banking and loan industry, its larger goal was to revitalize America’s deteriorating
cities by providing low- and middle-income earners with equal access to loans.
Furthermore, according to Traiger & Hinckley – a law firm that advises lending institutions
on CRA compliance – this act actually deterred
the irresponsible lending at the heart of this crisis. Banks and mortgage companies that fell under its regulation were less likely to make subprime loans and at lower interest rates when they
did. In all, Federal Reserve surveys indicate that
CRA-regulated institutions probably only issued
about 25 percent of the loans in question, while
independent lenders accounted for more than 50
percent.
The attempt being made here is clearly to
throw the blame onto “socialist” schemes cooked
up by liberals and irresponsible black Americans
who bit off more than they could chew in taking
out the loans. Frankly, we can’t afford this kind of
reckless politics right now.
–The writer is a graduate student in American
politics.
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Letters to the Editor
CDs wear shirts
for a reason

To Alex Eisner, author of
“Where Have All the Republicans Gone?” (Oct. 13, p. 4):
Let me tell you why we
wear our pride on our shirts:
We’ve got a reason to. GW College Democrats are wearing
shirts that represent the work of
the elders of our party who have
made it possible for us to be
able to vote for the first AfricanAmerican presidential candidate, Sen. Barack Obama, D-Ill.
We are extremely proud of our
party and our country.
On the other hand, Republicans have turned an honorable and heroic American into
a confused and erratic presidential candidate. They’ve even
attempted to take America backwards by nominating an incompetent beauty pageant queen for
vice president.
I’ve seen Republican shirts
on campus. But instead of saying
“Proud Republican,” the shirts
I’ve seen say “V.I.L.F.” Classy.
Alicia Froio
Freshman representative of the
College Democrats

Get out of the GW
bubble

Whenever my buddies and I
want to grab a bite to eat, we almost never consider the eateries
on campus because it’s nice to
just get out of this “GW bubble”
once in a while.
Yes, due to classes, jobs and
other extracurricular activities,

we need to find something quick
to eat, but don’t let GW have the
satisfaction of trapping you on
J Street with their low-quality
food. If they want more business
from us, they should compete
with the other nice restaurants in
the area that have better quality
or lower prices – not mandatory
spending.
I know it takes some effort
to get out of this campus to other
great places like Greek Deli,
which is right next to Nooshi or
Chipotle. However, you will feel
better after taking the effort to
get off this campus.
Underclassmen, don’t let
GW Dining Services dictate
where you should be eating with
this terrible mandatory plan;
bring up this issue with your SA
senators or someone who can
speak out for you. It’s not just
the quality of the food or even
the price of it – it’s the principle
of the matter.
Charles Tong
Senior

Stop
p whining
g
about dining
g

As a graduate student, I am
really tired of hearing undergrads bitch and moan about the
food on campus – and I don’t
even like the food on campus.
No doubt Ross Griffith feels that
as a senior majoring in history he
is fully qualified to tell everyone
how things used to be, but he has
been here three years and a few
months and doesn’t know what
he’s talking about (“Stick a fork
in J Street,” Oct. 13, p. 4).
Back in 2002, eating at J

Street was mandated by the University, and everybody did so
because there were hardly any
options. I was required to spend
$2,200 there.
“Hire student workers?”
Brilliant! I’m sure the workers
at J Street wouldn’t mind being
laid off. Definitely no legal issues
there. No doubt Sodexo will be
flooded with applications from
students looking for a “direct
stake” in J Street.
“We could go crazy and put
in a Burger King?” I remember
when Wendy’s was a Burger
King but it wasn’t really all that
crazy. You know what was crazy, though? Taco Bell. That was
good times. Perhaps The Hatchet should do an article about all
the places that have come and
gone.
Maybe the next time they
include a quote from some poor
store owner crying about mandatory spending at J Street hurting his or her profits, the reporter
could ask what profits were like
after the University finally let
students spend their meal plan
outside GW. That might actually
be interesting to read – and give
us some historical perspective.
You probably have more options than any other students at
this school before you. I’m not
saying you shouldn’t complain
or suggest changes, but look at
what things were like in the past
before you declare yourself an
expert.
No hard feelings, Ross. Let
me buy you dinner some time
… at J Street, of course.
David Austin
Graduate student

Agree or disagree with the
news you see in the paper.

Stand up
for your thoughts

say what you think. speak your mind.
email: letters@gwhatchet.com
rs@gwhatchet.com or online: www.gwhatchet
www.gwhatchet.com
and submit yo
your letter for publication.

Sound off about what you
love or hate about GW. Get
your point out there.

Tell us a great or terrible
thing you saw on campus.
Let everyone read about
what is going right or
wrong with D.C.

Air a grievance. Pick
your side in the latest
controversy.

Express yourself.
Write us a letter.
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Brazile discusses her life in Democratic politics
by Jennifer Tchinnosian
Hatchet Reporter

Jonathan Ewing/Hatchet photographer

Donna Brazile, a political strategist best known for running Al Gore's presidential campaign, speaks Monday night at Jack Morton Auditorium.

CNN political commentator Donna
Brazile, former presidential campaign
manager for Al Gore, gave a glimpse into
her long career in politics and her support
for Sen. Barack Obama before a packed
audience at the Jack Morton Auditorium
Monday night.
Brazile, the first African-American
woman to run a presidential campaign,
said she began her political career at the
age of nine, when a local politician promised to build a playground, and she went
door-to-door persuading people to vote
for him. She succeeded in getting him
elected, got her playground and realized
her ability to make a change.
“My parents would always tell us that
when we grew up, we could be anything
or anyone we wanted to be,” Brazile said
at the event, which was hosted by the College Democrats.
“I started very early, when I was nine
and I didn’t wait until I was 18,” she added. “I didn’t wait for someone to discover
me, and I didn’t wait for someone to send
me a text message, an e-mail or for someone to tap me on my shoulder.”
The political strategist said she got involved with the Democratic Party because

she said its policies support average men
and women.
“It was a party that had an elevator
for anyone who wanted to make a difference, anyone who wanted to make a
change,” she said.
In an emotional moment, Brazile recounted a defining episode in her life after Hurricane Katrina. With tears in her
eyes, she said she lost several close family
members to the storm and others did not
receive aid for weeks as they waited inside their destroyed homes.
“If we don’t get it right this time, it
could be your great uncle on the roof,”
Brazile said of the upcoming election.
She expressed the need for college
students to get involved in the political
process. Brazile said as a young campaign
manager, she found that college students
were generally ignored by campaigns because they were labeled as apathetic.
She praised her audience for being
part of a generation that is registering
to vote in record-breaking numbers, for
going “against the establishment” and
for helping Obama win the presidential
nomination. But she said there is still
much more to do.
“The race is not over, despite what
pundits say,” Brazile said.
She added, “You need to get out there

and vote and convince other people to
vote too.”
Brazile called herself "cautiously optimistic" about Obama’s campaign.
“I know the tricks that can be pulled
out of a hat from the other side; I know the
doors that can be closed,” Brazile said. She
then urged everyone in the audience to vote
early if possible and encouraged students
to volunteer at voting booths to make sure
people do not cast invalid ballots because
they do not know how to vote.
“You’re going to tell the story of how
you helped transform a nation,” she said.
When an audience member asked
what Sen. John McCain could do to improve his campaign, she said he should
return to his roots and be an independent
willing to take on his own party.
“First, he can start being John McCain again. He’s a very honorable, decent
man,” she said. “McCain has run this very
negative campaign.”
Many audience members reacted
positively to Brazile’s talk.
Freshman Max McDermott said he
was inspired to make a greater effort in
getting Obama elected.
He said, “After listening to her tonight, I’ll definitely be doing the (College
Democrats) trip to North Carolina.” 

Good under the covers?

Can you write about it?

We want to hear all the juicy details.
Now seeking sex columnist.
“Up” for the challenge? Make your move by e-mailing features@gwhatchet.com
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David J. Walker, advertising sales director for the City Paper, works in his office. Creative Loafing Inc., which owns the newspaper, filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy last month.

City Paper focuses on Web after
owner files for bankruptcy
by Amy Rhodin
Hatchet Staff Writer
Two weeks after the Washington City Paper's parent company
filed for bankruptcy, its editor
said the weekly newspaper is focusing its energy on the Internet
and is “more lively than ever.”
On Sept. 29, Creative Loafing
Inc., which owns the City Paper
and five other papers across the
country, announced that it had
filed Chapter 11 bankruptcy protection.
“The print model has been
in trouble for years now, on a
straight decline,” City Paper editor Erik Wemple said in an interview. “It’s related to the Internet,
but in actuality, I think it is more
complicated than that.”
The paper will still continue
its weekly publication, and it
even parodied the bankruptcy
filing in its Oct. 9 issue with a
cover story resembling a court
document reading “Chapter 86
Content Reorganization and Injunctive Relief against Reader Expectations.”
In a spoof news release to
accompany the fake court document, the paper mocked the dis-

mal future of print journalism
and said the paper tried to “tap
into a market that seems unable
to walk down the street without
texting someone.”
The news release also joked
that the paper will “continue
to publish under court protection from its readers, who have
wielded an unreasonable degree
of power over the publication’s
future.”
Since its inception in 1981,
the “alternative newsweekly”
has attained a circulation of
82,000 in the District, Virginia
and Maryland. Tampa Bay, Fla.based Creative Loafing purchased the City Paper in June
2007. The company denied a
strong link between bankruptcy
and its recent acquisition of the
City Paper and another paper at
about the same time.
“It hasn’t been easy, but it has
been successful. The assumptions we made have not turned
out to be so successful,” said
Creative Loafing CEO Ben Eason
in a corporate memo. “The print
business has been under siege
from all quarters with the exception of the one place that counts;
audience.”

The paper’s Web site explains that recent changes in
the economy and readership
have made elements of production “unsustainable as currently
practiced.”
Among these changes is the
decline in print readership and a
widespread crossover to more Internet-centric news consumption.
Wemple said the paper will
take the next few weeks to reorganize and put more energy into
its Web site. He predicts that a
stronger Internet base will be a
modern and more profitable way
to increase news circulation, but
the newspaper will still continue
its print publication.
“We are still a profitable enterprise, just as we’ve always
been,” Wemple said. “People
still care about this city, so we are
still strong.”
Under Chapter 11, the corporation will have time to restructure and reorganize its finances
and model for operation.
All other newsweeklies under the control of Creative Loafing, including those in Atlanta,
Tampa Bay, Chicago and Charlotte, N.C., are also affected by
the filing. 
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Institute of Medicine taps SMHS global health professor
by Lindsay Corcoran
Hatchet Staff Writer
A GW Medical Center professor – renowned for his efforts to
develop vaccines against tropical
diseases – was elected to the Institute of Medicine of the National
Academies, the University announced Monday.
The prestigious group offered
membership to Peter Hotez, a
global health professor and chair
of the department of microbiology, immunology and tropical
medicine, for his two patented
hookworm vaccines and “his
demonstrated interest, concern
and involvement with problems
and critical issues that affect the
health of the public,” according to
a news release.

The news comes only a month
after Hotez was a featured speaker at his third Clinton Global Initiative conference.
“The University has been a
big supporter in his research efforts,” said John “Skip” Williams,
University provost and vice president for health affairs. “They recognized his talent early and made
him a Walter G. Ross professor so
he would get money for his research.”
Hotez has studied many of
the world’s most dangerous tropical diseases, but he focuses on
hookworm – a disease that affects
740 million people in some of the
poorest countries worldwide, according to the World Health Organization.
He began his career at GW in

2000 when he founded the department of microbiology, immunology and tropical diseases at SMHS.
He also serves as the director of
the Human Hookworm Vaccine
Initiative, a partnership between
GW and the Sabin Vaccine Institute.
In 2006, Hotez was invited to
be on a panel at the Clinton Global Initiatives conference to examine the issue of tropical diseases.
At the conference, he and other
members of the medical and philanthropic communities pledged
to aid those struggling with tropical diseases and helped found the
Global Network, a project to bring
medical care to the world’s poor
struggling with tropical diseases.
“Vaccine development is a
15-year project,” Hotez said. “We

Read it online at

www.GWHatchet.com

can be helping these people now
even without a vaccine by providing them with basic medical assistance.”
This year, Hotez returned to
the Clinton Global Initiatives conference to give a speech about the
progress of the organization and
the work of the Global Network
in combating neglected tropical
diseases.
Maria Bottazzi, the vice chair
of his department at the medical
school, said Hotez deserves the
accolades he has received.
“Certainly it is not easy to be
invited to speak alongside with
former President Clinton,” Bottazzi said. “And his appointment
as a member to the Institute of
Courtesy Peter Hotez
Medicine demonstrates his sucFormer President Bill Clinton shares the stage with
cess.” 
SMHS professor Peter Hotez last month.

CRIMELOG
Drug Law Violation
10/7/08 – Potomac House
– 1:05 a.m. – case closed
While on patrol, a University
Police Department officer
smelled marijuana in a room
of the residence hall. The officer notified the community
director and an administrative search was conducted.
The residents were not in
the room, and about one
ounce of marijuana was
found along with other drug
paraphernalia.
Referred to Student Judicial
Services
10/10/08 – Ivory Tower –
2:20 a.m. – case closed
UPD responded to a report
of individuals smoking marijuana in a vehicle the Ivory
Tower garage. When the
officers arrived, they found
two males and one female
who admitted to smoking.
UPD confiscated marijuana
and other drug paraphernalia from the vehicle.
Referred to SJS
Attempted Theft
10/7/08 – Marvin Center –
12:03 pm – case closed
A GW Bookstore employee
called UPD to report that

two individuals in the store
acted suspiciously and appeared to be stealing. Officers responded and questioned both individuals, who
UPD subsequently barred
from campus.
Barred from campus
Simple Assault
10/7/08 – Public property
on campus – 2:45 p.m. –
case closed
A male student reported that
he was walking toward the
Foggy Bottom Metro station near 23rd and H streets
when an unknown individual
punched him from behind.
The Metropolitan Police Department was also notified
and was unable to locate
the suspect.
No identifiable subject

Theft
10/9/08 – Public property
on campus – case closed
An individual secured the
front tire of a bicycle to a
lamppost and left. When
the individual returned, the
complainant told UPD the
bike was missing except for
the front tire.
No suspects or witnesses
Disorderly Conduct
10/10/08 – Public property
on campus – 2:13 a.m. –
case closed
An officer approached an
individual who was urinating
in public. When the officer
questioned the man, who
was not intoxicated, he said
that he “could not wait.”
Referred to SJS

Liquor Law Violation

Weapons Violation

10/8/08 – Townhouse Row
– 3:47 a.m. – case closed
A student reported to UPD
that her friend was dangerously intoxicated. When
officers arrived, a female
student was unconscious
but breathing. EMeRG and
D.C. Fire/EMS responded.
The student was transported to the GW Hospital.
Referred to SJS

10/10/08 – New Hall – 1
p.m. – case closed
UPD receive a report that a
community director found
several items – including
two toy handguns, a toy cap
gun and fake plastic rifle
bullets – during an administrative search of a room. Officers confiscated all of the
items.
Referred to SJS
–Compiled by Lara Gori

Amanda Pacitti | Arts Editor | apacitti@gwhatchet.com
Caitlin DeMerlis | Contributing Editor | cdemerlis@gwhatchet.com
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Q i kTakes
Quick
T k
Oasis
Dig Out Your Soul
(REPRISE)

Memo to all rock critics:
It is OK to compare Oasis’ sound to the Beatles
now. Doesn’t it feel so
good to be able to say that and be right, after 15
years of being wrong but saying it anyway? All it
took was Ringo’s son playing drums, I guess. And
recording at Abbey Road.
–Alex Abnos

The Streets
Ever ything Is
Borrowed
(679 RECORDINGS)

British rapper Mike Skinner delivers a candycoated package that
genuinely tries to address
humanity, the environment and love without being
a downer. Instead he approaches these topics as
a middle school guidance counselor might, promoting clichés with the support of a chorus that
uses motivational posters instead of cue cards.
–Colleen Beagen

Ah,
h the
h theater!
h

T-Pain ft.
Ludacris
Chopped N Skrewed
(video)
For his Ludacris collaboration “Chopped n
Skrewed,” T-Pain and directorial team Syndrome
revisit the psychedelic circus represented in the
video “I Can’t Believe It.” And though Syndrome’s
style is more effective for this song than it was in the
ballad, it gets a bit tired the second time around.

Student-written work showcased at
New Plays Festival this weekend

–Philip Burrowes

Alex Bash
The Imbible
(ST. MARTIN’S GRIFFIN)

“Every awesome memory I have (or have been
reminded of) began with
a solid night of drinking games,” says author
Alex Bash. Yeah. They say
everyone has a story in
them, waiting to be told.

–Ani Mamourian

Fi Ten
Five
TenTwenty
T
A weekly entertainment guide for the
cash-strapped college student.

If you have
Catch campus a
capella groups perform A Capella-Palooza this Saturday,
Oct. 18 at 6 p.m. at St.
Mary’s Episcopal Church on 23rd Street.
Tickets are $5; proceeds will benefit the
Ngabolo Primary School.

$5

by Emily Katz
Hatchet Reporter
The department of theater and dance will
be presenting the New Plays Festival this
coming weekend. The New Plays Festival,
which premiered last weekend, is composed
of four plays written, directed and starring
students. This is the festival’s second year.
“I don’t think playwrights last year understood how great it was until they saw it,”
said organizer and theater professor Elizabeth Kitsos-Kang. She emphasized that the
performances are a valuable opportunity for
students to see a premiere of their work, particularly if they go on to publish the shows.
Kitsos-Kang was hired as a theater professor by the University 12 years ago after spending two years organizing skits for Colonial
Inauguration. In addition to writing children’s
scripts and sketches for CI, she is the co-founder of the Educational Theater Company, a children’s theater company offering after-school
classes and summer camp in Arlington, Va.
The New Plays Festival started as a
“reading series,” a way for the playwrights
to showcase their work on stage. And with
participants’ enthusiasm, she said, the festival evolved into a “bare-bones theater
project,” resembling “something between a

reading and a production.”
The first run of the festival was a success last weekend, Kistos-Kang said, noting
that the shows had full houses on Friday and

“It gives an opportunity to
create the first sculpted
experience of this story.”
ELIZABETH KITSOS-KANG
NEW PLAYS FESTIVAL ORGANIZER

Saturday. The festival, she said, created a forum for the English and dramatic literature
department to work with student actors and
playwrights. “It was a collective effort,” between writers, faculty and performers, she
said.
Building off last year ’s success, the New
Plays Festival was approached eagerly by
interested students this year. About 30 plays

by Amanda Pacitti
Arts Editor

Cart your parents
over to the Marvin
Center Betts Theater
for the New Plays
Festival, four one-act
plays scripted, designed and performed by
students. Shows are Thursday, Friday and
Saturday at 7:30 p.m. and Sunday at 2:00
p.m. and 7:30 p.m. Student tickets are $10.

$10

If you have

$20

courtesy Adrian Kinloch

Humorist Simon Rich will be at Politics &
Prose discussing his most recent book,
“Free-Range Chickens,” on Sunday, Oct.
26.

Simon Rich is a writer for SNL. He has published work in the New Yorker and Mad magazine. He is currently working on a novel, which
will follow two humor books released by Random House.
Rich is 24 years old.
Rich will be in the District at bookstore Politics & Prose on Connecticut Avenue on Sunday,
Oct. 26 to promote the release of his second and
most recent work, “Free-Range Chickens.”
“I’m writing about fear,” said Rich. “I’m
writing one piece all over again,” he said, when
asked to characterize the style of his new release.
His point about fear and humor is realized in two New Yorker articles, one of which
presents discussions at the adult table as perceived by a kids’ table. The other imagines
conversations about him from the ages of 12 to
16 – parodying insecurity, self-aggrandizement
and the perceived importance of adolescence.
In the work, “Hey Look,” Rich writes from the
perspective of an outsider commenting on his
writing a “scathing poem for the literary magazine” at age 16.
“The only person at this school who isn’t
a phony is Simon. Yeah. He sees right through
us,” his fictional peers say in the story.
In “The Wisdom of Children,” Rich synthesizes an adult conversation from a child’s perspective to basic elements: sex, PG-13 movies
and grandparents sounding off on politics.

Ron P
R
Paul’s
l’ Campaign
C
i For
F Liberty
Lib t staffers
t ff
Ron Paul approves this playlist. And the first track, which
he personally chose for us. Freedom lovers unite.
Ron Paul
1. Donovan – Universal Soldier
John Tate, President
2. Bullet for My Valentine – Scream Aim and Fire
3. Brad Paisley – I’m Still a Guy

from various playwriting classes were submitted for inclusion. Four shows – two comedies and two dramas – were selected. The
shows were cast last spring, and Kitsos-Kang
worked with playwrights over the summer
on rewrites.
“It gives an opportunity to create the first
sculpted experience of this story,” she said.
She emphasized that the student focus of
the New Plays Festival has generated attention and promoted interest and collaboration across departments.
“These plays are new. There is greater
freedom in performing them; there are no
preconceived notions,” she said.
All four plays focus on conflicts of high
school and college students. Themes range
from death to boy bands. She said that in the
show titled “A Breathless September” actors
took lyrics written by the playwright and actually composed a song.
“It’s a labor of love,” Kitos-Kang said.
There will be a post-show discussion after Thursday’s performance, and audience
members will be able to hear about the process of putting on the festival.
The New Plays Festival will be held in
the Marvin Center Betts Theater this Thursday, Friday and Saturday at 7:30 p.m. and
Sunday at 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. 

Talking humor with SNL writer Simon Rich

If you have

Dig a greenstained face?
Prepare for a
(fake) blood
and guts rubdown at the GWAR show this Saturday,
Oct. 18 at 7 p.m. at Sonar in Baltimore.
Tickets are $18 in advance and $20 at
the door.

or staff photographer

Jesse Benton,Vice President
4. Aimee Allen – Silence is Violence
5. The Cult – Fire Woman
Matt Hawes, Director of Legislative Affairs
6. Bob Marley – Redemption Song
7. Johnny Cash – Man in Black
Steve Bierfeldt, Director of Development
8. The Beatles – Revolution
9. Five for Fighting – Superman

The son of New York Times editorial writer
Frank Rich, Simon Rich graduated from Harvard University in January 2007, after taking a
semester off to write. His first book, “Ant Farm:
And Other Desperate Situations,” was released
two months after. Rich qualifies “Free-Range
Chickens” as a work structurally similar to his
first.
He cites influences ranging from novelist
Philip Roth to “The Simpsons” to Mad magazine to ‘80s sitcoms like “The Golden Girls.”
Rich said he secured a writing job with SNL
after his editor sent along his first book and the
pieces Rich wrote for The New Yorker.
“At first I thought it was an elaborate practical joke,” he said of the experience. Rich said he
generally avoids political-based humor, but he
gave a nod to his experience writing for the show:
“It really is a writer’s show,” he said. “They take
pretty big risks,” adding that risk-taking is not
just allowed but encouraged. Writing for SNL
is largely collaborative, he said, hesitant to say
which sketches he contributed to.
Rich is a former president of The Harvard
Lampoon, the prestigious college humor publication with a membership history including
American author John Updike and contemporary comedians Conan O’Brien and B.J, Novak,
among other writers for comedy shows today.
He spoke to his experience writing for a college audience: “I don’t even know if the staff
of the Lampoon reads the Lampoon,” he said,
adding: “You can get away with more because
you know no one is ever going to read what
you write.” 

Di t i tMixtape
District
Mi t
Amanda Lee, Assistant to the President
10. Lil Wayne ft. T-Pain – Got Money
11. OutKast – Roses
Don Rasmussen, Director of Operations
12. Spirit of the West – D for Democracy
13. Jane’s Addiction – 1%
Adam de Angeli, Director of Technology
14. Living Legends – War and Peace
15. J-Live – Be No Slave
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Alumna aids at-risk women
Nonprofit has
raised $300
million
by Lauren Hoenemeyer
Hatchet Reporter
On Jan. 27, 1992, Octavia
thought about putting an end
to her life. At 23 years old, her
mother had been stabbed repeatedly by her second husband and
placed on life support. Octavia
was forced to drop out of college, take care of two younger
siblings, pay the mortgage and
make a living.
Nearly two decades later, Octavia stood in front of 17 members of GW Women in Business
to tell her story with a beaming
smile about how the founder of
Second Chance Employment Services, GW alumna Ludy Green,
had changed her life.
Octavia is one of more than
500 at-risk women in the D.C.
area whose life has been transformed by Green and SCES.
Green founded SCES as the first
nonprofit organization in the
United States that provides hu-

man resource services for at-risk
women. The women are given
opportunities to work for Fortune 500 companies such as PNC
Bank, SunTrust Bank and PricewaterhouseCoopers.
The organization’s services,
however, go beyond human resources. It has a team of volunteer psychologists, make-up artists, plastic surgeons and dentists
across the United States helping
women attain higher confidence
after abusive situations.
SCES has gained support
from prominent political figures such as former President
Bill Clinton, former Secretary of
State Madeleine Albright, and
Democratic Massachusetts Sens.
Ted Kennedy and John Kerry.
Green has raised $300 million
and worked with about 530
women so far.
She said her ambitions started at GW where she volunteered
at numerous local D.C. shelters,
including My Sister’s Place.
“In college, my friends wanted to go out and dance and party,” Green said. “But I thought,
why would I do that if I could
help others?”
Green decided to pursue a
career in human resources after
receiving her master's degree
in business and international fi-

nance at GW in 1989. But after 12
years of human resources experience, Green decided to take her
hobby of volunteering at women’s shelters to the next level by
founding SCES.
What Green learned from her
volunteer work at the homeless
shelters helped her form SCES.
“These women were addicted to what the government was
providing them,” Green said.
“Money to them was like a bottle
to a baby. It was like, why should
they work if they will keep getting money from the government?”
She added, “The shelters that
I was volunteering at were doing
job training, but the women kept
on coming back. Something was
obviously not being done right.”
At SCES, Green promotes financial security and independence
by making a two-year commitment with each client to make
sure that she stays on the right
professional path.
After starting SCES, Green
said she realized that her goals
had changed over the years.
“All my life, my ambition
was to become a vice president
of human resources, but I later
realized that I really needed to
make a difference. I feel most accomplished now in my life.” 
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UPD
from p. 3
Parks Department, Secret Service,
guards at the State Department,
and the UPD chief has a good relationship with MPD.”
The former University president added that hiring a consultant
is “a perfectly good idea.”
“We should look at all the pros
and cons and take a look at what’s
going on nationally and what is going on at comparable universities
to GW,” Trachtenberg said.
A number of student leaders
declined to be interviewed for this
article, saying they had not taken a
position on the matter.
SA Executive Vice President
Kyle Boyer said he would withhold forming an opinion on arming police until more information
was known.
“I will trust the decision that
they make, but I am going to make
sure that students’ rights are protected,” said Boyer, a junior. “My
biggest concern is UPD intimidating students with guns. I don’t think
busting parties in Thurston with
guns is appropriate and perhaps not
all of the force should be armed.”
Some students interviewed have

taken sides on the issue, however.
Senior Robert Barrow, a D.C.
native, said he does not support
arming UPD and worried that guns
would be used to resolve situations
that do not necessitate lethal force.
“I don’t believe injecting more
guns in this neighborhood will increase safety for students and faculty,” Barrow said.
Freshman Max Kuelzow also
said he does not support giving
UPD guns.
“I feel very safe on campus,
and I don’t think arming them
would be for the better,” Kuelzow
said. “It would be more scary than
helpful.”
Other students said they would
support the idea under certain conditions.
“If the statistics show we need
armed police officers than we
should have that, but it’s a doubleedged sword,” freshman Cynthia
Figuera said. “If we are under that
much of a threat, UPD will need to
undergo more stringent training.”
Other students said they completely support arming campus
police.
“I am 100 percent comfortable
with the police force being armed,”
sophomore Keenan Marshall said.
“Other colleges arm their police
forces and it seems natural that our
campus would too.” 

ADMISSIONS
from p.1
The Hatchet reported on
Monday that the University
plans to add millions of dollars in financial aid to fund
continuing students who otherwise may have difficulty
paying tuition during the economic downturn. Chernak said
providing resources for current
students would reflect well on
the University and help with
the upcoming admissions cycle.
“Recruitment success for
next year may have much to do
not only with pricing and student aid strategies that we may
wish to put in place to attract
new students, but also will be
very dependent on how we react as a University in mitigating financial stress current students may be experiencing,”
he wrote in the letter.
A Faculty Senate committee, led by economics professor Don Parsons, focused their
critical report, “The Decline in
Elite Freshmen Admissions,”
on the low number of National
Merit finalists and incoming

freshmen ranked in the top admissions rating categories.
Parsons said Chernak’s letter did not directly address the
elite student problem, but it
provides an overview of longterm progress of GW admissions to garner more top-quality students.
“From these data, it is reasonable to conclude that GW
has managed to maintain its
admissions standards over
the last four years, but that
progress toward excellence
– most evident in the 1990s –
has stalled, a result consistent
with rankings provided by
U.S. News & World Report and
others,” Parsons wrote in a response to Chernak.
Chernak noted that the
quality of the average student
has improved dramatically
over the last two decades, but
he said GW might have to be
content with admissions statistics – including SAT scores
which have hovered near 1300
for the past three years – to remain stable until the financial
crisis is over.
Chernak said, “Obviously
we would like to keep up that
momentum but that might not
be possible in these economic
times." 
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TKE

from p.1

Brown said that although
SJS did not fault the fraternity
in the incident, TKE received
sanctions from their national
chapter ’s board of advisers,
who also conducted an internal investigation of the fraternity. They found several “riskmanagement issues” stemming
from the same party.
The sanctions include community service time and participating in an alcohol awareness program.
The University investigation was private and consisted
of SJS and UPD calling in related individuals and conducting
random interviews.
Brown expressed his sympathy for the alleged victim,
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but he said his fraternity is
“trying to move on from this.”
“We are taking precautions
to make sure we are never
again in a situation where allegations such as this could
arise,” Brown said.
Brown said these types of
allegations are not typical of
TKE members but hopes the
public crime alert did not affect the fraternity’s status on
campus.
“I’m not sure if it tarnished
our reputation or not, but our
rush season wasn’t affected”
Brown said.
Looking toward the future,
TKE plans to take more precautions in parties involving
alcohol.
Brown said, “We are trying
to set up an alcohol awareness
program that would be GWwide that would focus on the
dangers of drinking alcohol.” 

You don't get breaking news e-mails?
How sad.
Sign up now: www.gwatchet.com

The GW Hatchet

12 | Thursday, October, 16 2008

LEHMAN
from p.1
"Two students interned at
Lehman Brothers and heard a
lot of other graduate women
talking about these organizations they'd been in that
were geared towards women
interested in business," Reville said. "And they realized
we really need to have something like this at GW."GWWIB
turned to GW alumnus Scott
Brennan who worked at Lehman Brothers when they started up. He served as a point of
contact for the organization
for the past three years.
"Without Scott and Lehman's sponsorship our first
year, GWWIB would never
have been possible," said senior Alli Mulhearn, a GWWIB
co-chair. "Scott really spearheaded the entire initiative
both financially and with contacts."
For GWWIB's inaugural
year, Lehman Brothers sponsored about $4,000, and the
following year gave around
$7,000, Reville said.

The amount from Lehman Brothers was supposed
to increase again this year to
$10,000 said GWWIB leaders,
but following Lehman's declaration of bankruptcy, that
figure dropped to $5,000, they
said.
After declaring bankruptcy, Lehman Brothers began to
liquidate their assets and sell
off what they could, after trying to separate and get rid of
divisions, which were debtheavy. As Lehman tries to pay
their debts back, it is uncertain where their sponsorships
will fall.
GWWIB had planned a
budget based on the amount
Lehman quoted in the spring,
but plans for expanding the
organization have now turned
to prioritizing their expenses,
Reville said.
"We take a trip to New
York to meet with companies
and it definitely has an impact
on members who often receive internships or job offers,
and we also wanted to host a
conference in the spring that
would bring in a lot of speakers," Reville said. "But those
will be a bigger expenses."

GWWIB is now leaning
more heavily on its other corporate sponsors, Canadian investment bank TD Securities,
and Deloitte, an accounting
firm, both of which remained
relatively unharmed by market woes. Both companies
sponsored GWWIB last year.
GWWIB
also
receives
funds from the Student Association finance committee. Student Association Sen.
Bryce Holman (SoB-U), who
sits on the SA finance committee, said that this is the only
case they have heard of in
which an organization is losing funding from major corporations suffering from the
economic crisis.
Mulhearn and Reville said
they hope to know in about
two weeks whether funding
will officially come through
from Lehman Brothers, but
they hold no contempt for the
company that helped launch
their presence on campus.
"They believed in us from
the beginning," Mulhearn
said. "And even in this current crisis are still giving us
financial support in some
amount." 

News

SHADOW
from p.1
the Senate floor and can only
attend Senate sessions from
the upper-level gallery.
Unlike the District’s nonvoting member of the House
of Representatives, Del. Eleanor Holmes Norton, D,
the shadow delegation is not
sworn into federal office. They
are instead elected by the people of D.C. to lobby for their
interests, namely statehood
and full representation for the
nation’s capital.
“To a certain extent the position is what you make it,”
Brown said. “There’s really
no official power beyond that
bestowed upon you by the voters, but there are a lot of people who respect that. So when
you go up on Capitol Hill, it
depends on who you deal with
and how you approach it.”
With no budget and little
publicity, the shadow delegates
do what they can to put D.C.
issues on the national agenda.
Brown sends out direct
mailings, speaks publicly and

works with groups like D.C.
Vote, a nonprofit organization
that seeks to end “taxation
without representation.” Since
the shadow delegation is not a
full-time job, Brown also runs
the consulting firm Horizon
Communications.
Panetta, the shadow representative, has staged a series of
often-comical stunts aimed at
drawing attention to the city’s
lack of representation. He pioneered a movement to rename
the Robert F. Kennedy Memorial Stadium the "Taxation
Without Representation Field."
He also started the District of
Columbia Olympic Committee
and a curling team.
Shadow senator Strauss,
whose law firm is currently involved in arbitration between
Sodexo and its employees at
GW, has taken a more highprofile approach to lobbying
for D.C. rights.
A chance encounter with
NBC “Heroes” star Hayden
Panettiere at a rally for Democratic presidential nominee
Sen. Barack Obama led to a
public service announcement,
in which Strauss and Panettiere implored D.C. taxpayers
to contribute to the D.C. state-

hood fund.
Strauss said Panettiere
originally approached him
about a bill to save the whales.
“I said, ‘Whatever you
want to tell me about fish, I’m
happy to listen, but I’m not
going to vote for your bill,’
and she said, ‘They’re not
fish; they’re mammals; they
can have babies; they produce
milk,’ which impressed me because I can’t do either of those
things,” Strauss said. “But I
told her, the reason I can’t vote
for this or any other thing is
because I represent the District
of Columbia and we don’t get
a vote. She saw the injustice of
that.”
D.C. voting advocates were
on track to victory last fall
when a bill giving D.C. voting representation sponsored
by Sen. Joseph Lieberman, IConn., almost passed.
“It’s really inappropriate to
have two volunteers represent
600,000 American taxpayers,”
Brown said. “There should
be two United States senators
from the District of Columbia,
with staff and with resources,
and with all the things that
every other citizen in America
has.” 
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www.gwmarketplace.com

GWMARKETPLACE

Kieran Wilde, Classified Manager
Phone:
(202) 994-7079
Fax:
(202) 994-1309

JOBS

Email: classifieds@gwhatchet.com
Web: www.gwmarketplace.com

$20/Hour

GW Hatchet classifieds are
now The GW Marketplace.
Online classfied ads are
available FREE to all GW
students and faculty.
Non-GW clients pay a small fee for
online posting.
Print ads begin at $10 for the first
25 words, and $.30 per word
beyond that.
All classifieds should be placed
online. If you cannot access the
internet, ads may be placed via
email, fax or in person at our office.
An extra fee may apply.
The Hatchet accepts Visa,
Mastercard, American Express and
Discover, as well as cash and check
through our office.

The GW Hatchet

The GW Hatchet is seeking a talented, efficient and creative designer
to work with our advertising team.
Create ads for our clients and marketing materials for The Hatchet.
Must be proficient in InDesign,
Photoshop or other Adobe products.
Excellent opportunity for advancement within the office. This is a great
opportunity for someone looking for
professional design experience or to
build a portfolio. Email Anna Flatow

Paraplegic doctor seeks morning
assistance at home in Chevy Chase:
6:30-9:00am M-F. Nursing or physical therapy experience preferred but
not required. Call 202-872-8109

at aflatow@gwhatchet.com.

Babysitter needed for 2 children
(9 & 7) 6-8 pm, Monday - Friday in
Alexandria VA. Overnight sitting
occasionally. Own transportation
desirable. 703-768-2660.

Vice-President, 301-961-0131.

Sitters Wanted. $10+/hour. Register
free for jobs at student-sitters.com
UNWANTED PREGNANCY? Loving,
financially-stable, well-educated
couple in Arlington looking to adopt.
Contact: naomichandra@hotmail.
com or 703-362-9875.

!Bartending! $250/Day Potential.
No Experience Necessary. Training

FREE PIZZA and info on
how to save $100 OFF

Students, faculty and staff, place
your ad online today for free at
www.GWMarketplace.com.

Questions? Contact Us!
202.747.9772
gwu@statravel.com
*restrictions apply

STUDENT HOUSING

SERVICES

around your class schedule..

When: Monday, 10/20
Time:6-9 p.m.
Where: STA Travel at Marvin
Center- Ground Floor

Free Classifieds!

your spring Break!

Internship/paid. Wanted: Aggressive,
outgoing go-getter to work with
Senior Vice President at Wachovia
Securities. Call Bill Flanigan, Senior

PART-TIME POSITIONS AT LOCAL,
WELL-KNOWN COFFEEHOUSE.
MUST BE ABLE TO WORK
ANY HOURS, WEEKENDS AND
HOLIDAYS. CALL, 202 463-7646
FOR INTERVIEW. We will work

SPRING BREAK
NIGHT

(202) 994-7079 | classifieds@gwhatchet.com

NEXT-TO-NEW SALE. Huge sale of
quality used items including books,
clothing, furniture, housewares and
much more. October 17, 9:30am8:00pm & October 18, 9:00-4:00pm.
SIDWELL FRIENDS SCHOOL, 3825
Wisconsin Ave, NW. CASH ONLY.
www.sidwell.edu, 202-537-8110

Available. (800)965-6520 x 171.

Eurospa Hair Salon

A personal touch in hair care with 20 years of experience in the metro area.

BEAUTIFUL
HIGHLIGHTS FOR
ONLY

$65

Men’s hair cut $25

STUDENT DISCOUNT:
50% OFF WOMEN'S
HAIRCUT BY PATTI
Women’s hair cut $30

Brazilian or Playboy wax $35
Eyebrow wax $11
STUDENT DISCOUNTS!
(202) 293-7560
2029 K St., NW
Between Subway and Domino’s Pizza

Edited by Will Shortz
Across
1 Just for guys
5 Rice dish
10 Colleague of
Clark at the
Daily Planet
14 Oscar winner
Kedrova
15 Amorphous
critter
16 Ultimatum’s end
17 State firmly
18 Musical genre
for Destiny’s
Child
19 Concert halls of
old
20 TV game show
that places
spouses at risk?
23 “Crocodile Rock”
singer John
24 Fresh talk
25 Chemical in
Drano
27 Belittle, slangily
28 Toe the line
32 Chocolate trees

34 Red Bordeaux
36 Outback avians
37 TV game show
that quizzes
oenophiles?
40 Morales of
“N.Y.P.D. Blue”
42 Lease signer
43 Winter topper
46 Hawaii’s state
bird
47 Hood’s pistol
50 Do-over at
Wimbledon
51 Pint-size
53 Reads closely,
with “over”
55 TV game show
that eliminates
coy contestants?
60 Super server
61 ___ to (in on)
62 Nair competitor
63 “Comin’ ___ the
Rye”
64 First name in TV
talk

ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE
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65 Gabor and
Longoria Parker
66 Colon, in an
emoticon
67 Not the sharpest
pencil in the box
68 Place for a
blotter
Down
1 Left rolling in the
aisles, as an
audience
2 Copenhagen’s
___ Gardens
3 Native Alaskans
4 Reclusive Greta
5 A comb makes
one
6 “If ___ suggest
…”
7 Last name in TV
talk
8 Co-panelist of
Cowell
9 It’s sold by the
yard
10 Sainted fifthcentury pope
11 Former
inamorato or
inamorata
12 “Peekaboo”
follower
13 Neptune’s realm
21 ___ Gay (W.W.
II bomber)
22 New Deal org.
26 Pothook shape
29 Lawman
2 Masterson
30 Once, once
31 Aden’s land
233 Coin whose front
was last
2 redesigned in
1909

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

No. 0812
9

10

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21
24
28

29

30

31

34

13

26

33

35

36
38

41

39

42

43

44

50

51
55

25
32

37
40

12
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11
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46

47

52
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58

48

49
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59

60

61
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63
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68

Puzzle by Ray Fontenot

34 In vogue

44 “How cute”
35 Newcastle’s river 45 Espied Godiva,
e.g.
37 “Don’t move —
47
Show
sorrow
I’ll go for help”
48
Trojan
War hero
38 Hardly ruddy
49
“You
should
39 All thumbs
have known
40 Night school
better”
subj.
52 Country rocker
41 Lacking details
Steve

54 Had title to
56 Cupid’s Greek
counterpart
57 Ceramist’s oven
58 Times to revel
59 January 1 song
word
60 Broke bread

For answers, call 1-900-285-5656, $1.49 a minute; or, with a
credit card, 1-800-814-5554.
Annual subscriptions are available for the best of Sunday
crosswords from the last 50 years: 1-888-7-ACROSS.
Online subscriptions: Today's puzzle and more than 2,000
past puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($39.95 a year).
Share tips: nytimes.com/puzzleforum. Crosswords for young
solvers: nytimes.com/learning/xwords.

Play another Sudoku
online DAILY at
www.gwhatchet.com/puzzles
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Relaxed attitude defines rowing team
by Joel Goldberg
Hatchet Reporter
As the GW men’s rowing
team finished practice Tuesday, a group of young rowers pushed past them, rattling
racks of boats as they scurried
into Thompson Boathouse.
GW’s men shot each other
quiet grins and calmly continued to stow their skinny shell.
In a sport that is often associated with military-grade workouts and that usually requires
ultra-human strictness and
precision for success, the Colonials’ cool demeanor was out
of the ordinary. But this relaxed
attitude has come to define the
GW men’s rowing team, head
coach Greg Myhr said.
“We’re pretty level-headed, pretty down-to earth and
pretty damn hard-working,”
Myhr said after Tuesday’s
practice. That hard work paid
off last Sunday at the Occoquan Chase Regatta where GW
“dominated,” senior Grant Lafarge said.
The Colonials had boats
place first and third in the
Alex Ellis/photo editor open men’s eight division in
GW senior Gorgi Popstefanov stands with other members of the GW men's rowing team Wednes- their first race of the season
and took the three top spots in
day. The Colonials will participate in the Head of the Charles Regatta this weekend.

the open men’s four division as
well.
But the team knows its work
is just beginning. In collegiate
rowing, the fall season is typically used to gauge a team’s
abilities, while the spring season usually holds most of the
intense competition.
Yet as GW tunes up for the
spring, it faces a solid challenge
this weekend at the storied
Head of the Charles Regatta.
The 43-year-old rowing tradition attracts crew teams from
across the country – including
the USA men’s national team,
which placed third at the Beijing Olympics.
The highly touted programs
that will race in Boston this
weekend will likely be familiar
faces this year, however. This
season marks the first year GW
will be a permanent member
of the Eastern Association of
Rowing Colleges. In joining the
powerful league – which boasts
college rowing programs such
as Yale, Harvard and Princeton
Universities, and last year’s
national champion, the University of Wisconsin – GW’s men
are taking a major step, Myhr
said.
“We’re trying to make

something of ourselves, trying
to be something we’ve never
been before,” he said. “As far
as letting us dream and letting
us try, the University has really
supported us.”
With the switch to the more
prestigious association, though,
comes highly improved competition. Myhr said he hopes
his team can at least reach the
middle of the new pack.
“We’d feel really good if we
were in the middle of it,” he
said. “We’re not going to have
a paradigm shift this year.”
The rowers themselves feel
they can improve on last year’s
20th place finish at the International Rowers Association National Championship. Younger
rowers have really started to
step up, said senior Erik Bergmann – while junior Dominic
Abruzzese noted the Colonials return seven of nine rowers from their top boat. These
factors, coupled with rowers
seeking something to prove
in a new conference, spell a
team that expects to win come
springtime.
But no matter how the team
performs, its carefree attitude
will ensure one thing. “It’ll be
a fun year,” Myhr said. 

No concert for
Confidence extends winning streak
Volleyball wins third straight in 3-0 victory over Loyola
basketball kickoff
by Daniel Meier
Hatchet Reporter

Colonials Invasion, the
kickoff event for GW’s basketball season, will return next
week but will not feature a
musical guest like it has in past
years.
The October 23 event will
instead feature a “special effects-filled” introduction of the
men’s and women’s basketball
teams and coaching staffs, GW
spirit director Nicole Macchione-Early said in an e-mail last
week. In addition, the event
will include giveaways and
performances from GW’s pep
band, cheer and dance teams,
and other GW student dance
groups, she said.
“We are simply taking a different approach this year.” Macchione-Early said. “We wanted
to use Colonials Invasion as an
opportunity to showcase more
GW students, more studentathletes and more performance
groups. In the end, we often
feel that some of our best performances have come from our
very own students.”
Rapper
Fabolous
performed at last year’s kickoff. In
2005, the Harlem Globetrotters
gave a short performance. The
last year Colonials Invasion
featured no outside performer
was in 2004, as the event was
cancelled in 2006 due to budget
constraints. Macchione-Early
said she anticipates this year
will be less expensive.
Last year, the men’s basketball team finished with a 9-17
record and failed to make any
postseason tournament.
“The true test of school
spirit is having fans who rally
around their teams regardless
of a win-loss record,” she said.
“Colonials Invasion is about
generating excitement for this
season – it’s not a reflection of
seasons past. You don’t even
have to be a die-hard basketball

fan to enjoy this event. You just
have to be proud to be a Colonial.”
The most recent Colonials
Invasions in 2005 and 2007
drew 3,500 and “more than
2,000” attendees respectively,
according to past reports. Both
of those events were conducted
in years directly after the men’s
basketball team made it to the
NCAA Tournament.
This year, the Spirit Office
hopes to draw enough attendees to “fill the student section,”
Macchione-Early said, referring to about 1,500 seats in the
Smith Center. Like last year, the
season kickoff will be part of
“Spirit Week.” The weeklong
slate of programming is comprised of many different events
and will include programs like
the Mr. and Mrs. GW Competition and Colonial Idol. The
winner of the latter competition
will sing the national anthem at
Colonials Invasion, MacchioneEarly said.
Spirit Week will also feature a new video contest where
students can submit a one-minute “pump-up” video, with the
winning video being shown at
Colonials Invasion. The Spirit
Office will also be promoting
various GW athletic competitions throughout the week,
according to the department’s
Web site.
Colonials Invasion will also
be many returning fans’ first
opportunity to see GW’s new
mascot. Little George, who had
been the Colonials’ mascot for
20 years, was replaced by a
more modern and intimidating
“George” this summer.
“There will be a special
"Commissioning Ceremony"
for our new George mascot, in
addition to appearances by Big
George and Hippo,” Macchione-Early said.
Smith Center doors will
open at 7:30 p.m. The kickoff
will begin at 8 p.m. 

Recruiting Web sites report men's basketball commit
Multiple basketball recruiting Web sites reported Wednesday that the GW men's basketball team has landed its first verbal commitment for the 2009-10 season.
Kinley Branch, a senior at Stone Mountain High School in
Stone Mountain, Ga., has committed to play for the Colonials
next year, according to rivals.com and scout.com. ESPN's basketball recruiting and a FOX Sports blog also reported the commitment.
Branch, according to Rivals, is a 6-foot-5 power forward
and weighs 205 pounds. Calls to Stone Mountain High School
Wednesday afternoon were not returned.

The GW volleyball team just
can’t make up its mind.
After starting out the season
with five wins in seven games, the
Colonials looked poised to spike
their way to the top of the Atlantic 10. Then GW dropped six of its
next seven opportunities, looking
more mediocre than masterful.
But a 3-0 victory over Loyola
(Md.) Tuesday gave hint that GW
might be righting the ship again.
The victory marked the Colonials’
third straight win after triumphs
over Charlotte and North Carolina
Central this weekend – wins that
gave the Colonials confidence to
propel them in Tuesday’s match,
head coach Jojit Coronel said.
“There is no substitute for confidence,” he said after the Loyola
victory. “We knew we had the talent, but winning the two games after the losses to Xavier, Dayton and
St. Louis gave us what we needed
to take this match.”
GW (9-8, 2-3 A-10) swiftly took
care of the Greyhounds, defeating
Loyola by scores of 25-13, 25-22
and 25-21. Sophomore Hannah
Stuart led GW offensively, tallying 13 kills and making no errors.
The Colonials hit .420 overall, their
highest percentage of the season.
Despite GW superior record –
Loyola was just 4-17 coming into
the match – Coronel said he knew
he had to keep his team motivated
to avoid falling into what could
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have been a trap game.
“At that point, we have to execute and do the little things,” he
said.
Coronel acknowledged the
team was a work in progress – but
said they had the skills to work
through its flaws.
“We showed that we have bad
habits up to this point, and we’ll

have bad habits throughout the
season,” he said. “But this team is
strong enough and has the mental
resolve to work through that and
keep executing.”
One issue GW may need to
resolve is its lack of consistency,
which junior Abby Syverson cited
as one problem in need of solving
last Sunday. GW seemed to play in

and out of rhythm against Loyola
on Tuesday, making dominant offensive runs in the first set but giving the Greyhounds a head start in
the third frame.
GW will travel to Philadelphia
this weekend to take on Temple
Friday and La Salle Saturday. The
Owls currently lead the A-10’s East
Division with a record of 4-3. 

Athletics graduation rates 1998-2001, by sport
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The federal rate for GW’s
general student body is 78 percent.
Fifteen of the 18 GW teams
included in the report exceeded
national GSR averages. Fourteen
of the 18 exceeded federal rate
averages.
Chandra Bierwirth, assistant
director of athletics for compliance, said she prefers the GSR
Rate to the federal rate because it
accounts for those transferring in
and out of the institution.
“It’s a more true number of
what’s going on with the kids
that are actually (at the school),”
she said.
Director of Athletics Jack
Kvancz was not available for
comment. 
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Member of the GW volleyball team look on as the Colonials defeated Loyola (Md.) Tuesday. The
win was the Colonials' third straight victory. GW will play Temple this Friday in Philadelphia.

Most athletic grad rates above national average

Percentile

by Alex Byers
Assistant Sports Editor
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Men's Soccer:

Track

Golf

Soccer

Swim. Tennis W. Polo Bball X Country Crew Gymnast. Lacrosse Soccer

Women's Soccer:

Swim. Tennis

Vball W. Polo

Men's Sports in RED
Women's sports in BLACK

Volleyball

Friday, Oct. 17 vs.
Temple, 12 p.m.

Friday, Oct. 17 vs. Saint
Louis, 3 p.m.

Friday, Oct. 17 at Temple, 6
p.m.

Sunday, Oct. 19 vs.
Saint Joseph's, 3 p.m.

Sunday, Oct. 19 vs.
Charlotte, 12 p.m.

Saturday, Oct. 18 at La Salle,
2 p.m.

