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Univ. launches
search for provost
Lehman's exit
prompts shake-up
at Rice Hall
by Sarah Scire
Senior News Editor

Michelle Rattinger | assistant photo editor

Members of the Kappa Kappa Gamma sorority celebrate in University Yard Tuesday afternoon, as they welcome their new
pledge class. This year, a record number of women participated in sorority recruitment, which lasted for five days.

A nationwide search for the University’s first chief academic officer
and provost position began this week
when a committee of administrators
and consultants assembled for the
first time on Monday.
After the University announced
the retirement of longtime Executive
Vice President of Academic Affairs
Donald Lehman in June, Knapp took
the opportunity to adjust the organization of the University’s highest
level. Knapp will remove the title of
provost from Vice President of Health
Affairs John “Skip” Williams job
description and give the second-incommand title to whomever is hired
as Lehman’s replacement.
Williams and Senior Vice Presi-

dent for Student and Academic Support Services Robert Chernak – who
will both serve as senior vice provosts
once Lehman officially retires on Dec.
10. – will report both to Knapp and the
new provost once he or she is hired.
Scott Jaschik, editor of Inside
Higher Ed and a higher education
expert, said that since Knapp’s predecessor, former University President
Steven Joel Trachtenberg, served for
nearly two decades, a new hierarchy
may take some time to get used to.
Since last year, Knapp has moved the
human resources and information
technology departments under a different vice president and created a
new position of vice president for external relations, which now oversees
all communications, government affairs and media relations. In addition,
all departments related to safety and
security have been reorganized under
one associate vice president.
“When you have a president for
19 years, there is a structure that goes
up around him that mirrors how that

Sorority recruitment sets record Student org condemns
Nearly 400 women accept bids from Panhellenic sororities
by Emily cahn
Campus News Editor
Almost 400 women clad in
brightly colored T-shirts took over
University Yard with their future
sisters Tuesday afternoon, shouting, singing and celebrating their
bids to ten Panhellenic Association
sororities in the largest recruitment session in GW history.
Sarah Sutton, president of Panhel, said there were more women
offered bids in part because of the
addition of Chi Omega, a sorority that colonized last year. More
than 600 women, mostly freshmen
and sophomores, went through
recruitment this year, participants
said.

“I think the Greek community
has finally hit a stride where they
are a little bit more focused and
can get more accomplished,” Sutton said. “There is more of a focus
on service, more unified service
events and organizations are holding more parties together. There is
a more unified communication between organizations, and it’s helping the Greek community to grow,
because it’s better for our presence
on campus.”
Because of the increase in participants, Sutton said there were
an increased number of “parties,”
or stops for women at each separate sorority where they mingle
and meet the members of each organization.

Reported flu cases
near 200, officials say

See RECRUIT: Page 10

Obama's challenge
by Danielle Solinski
Hatchet Reporter

A conservative group on campus is asking the University to deduct their service hours from the
100,000 hours first lady Michelle
Obama challenged students to
complete this year.
Obama said she would speak
at Commencement May 16 if students meet the goal, but the Young
America’s Foundation, a conservative group that has hosted commentators such as Ann Coulter
and David Horowitz, is asking
the University to deduct their ser-

vice hours from the 100,000 total
hours.
Joe Naron, YAF’s director of
press, said the University is “politicizing” public service by accepting Obama’s challenge.
“We do take issue with what
we believe was not only advancement of another liberal speaker,
but also the degree of politicization that accompanied the action,” Naron said in an e-mail. “It
is hard to believe that so much
hoopla would have been created
surrounding a day of volunteer-

See YAF: Page 3

WednesdayWin

the swine flu, Dena Iverson, a spokeswoman for the D.C. Department of
Health, said last week.
The University cannot confirm
whether or not sick students have
swine flu or seasonal flu because public health officials are not currently
recommending laboratory tests, said
Sarah Baldassaro, assistant vice president for communications.

by Emily cahn
Campus News Editor

The Student Health Service has
diagnosed 172 students with influenza-like symptoms since the beginning
of school, University spokeswoman
Michelle Sherrard said Wednesday.
That number only reflects students diagnosed by SHS, Sherrard
said, and does not include “anyone
See FLU: Page 10
who went to the hospital, was seen by another health provider
or didn’t seek medical attention.”
“Students are being diagnosed based
on
symptoms,”
Sherrard said in an
e-mail. “Following
[Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention] guidelines, prescription medication
is not being recommended except for
those with a previous
medical condition or
severe illness.”
Last week, the
University said SHS
had diagnosed 37
students with influenza-like illness in a
day and a half.
While the University is not sending flu
swabs to the D.C. Department of Health
to test whether or not
it is the H1N1 strain
of the virus, the preViktors Dindzans | photo editor
dominant strain of University offficials said Wednesday that nearly 200 stuthe flu circulating is dents have reported flu-like symptoms this year.

LIFE

Going out guide

Delta Gamma President Eden
Sutley, a junior, said the large
number of recruitment participants – called potential new members – was encouraging.
“[Participants] got more opportunities to talk to more sororities, which is good because
more than anything, we got to
make more friends,” Sutley said.
“It wasn’t even necessarily about
joining the sorority.”
Because administrators and
those participating in recruitment
were worried about the spread
of the influenza virus, measures
were taken to prevent participants from getting sick. This year,

See ADMIN: Page 10

The Hatchet profiles the
best bars, clubs and concert
venues. • Pages 6 and 7

AnnE Wernikoff | Assistant Photo Editor

Senior Mike Rollings, in white, puts the ball past Longwood goalkeeper Joel Helmick in the 84th minute of
GW's 4-0 win Wednesday. Senior Andy Stadler scored twice in the victory, tying him for seventh all-time on
the team's points list. Full story on page 12.

Female student robbed at gunpoint near campus
A GW student was robbed at
gunpoint by two men last weekend near her off-campus residence on 25th Street, according
to a Metropolitan Police Department report.
The female grad student was
walking home alone from a bar
at 1:45 a.m. Sunday through
Snows Court, an alleyway off
of 25th Street between K and
I streets, when two men ap-

OPINIONS

Stop the noisemaking
Conservative student says YAF's stance on Obama's
challenge address is counterproductive.• Page 4
Men's soccer trounces Longwood

Sports

Stadler scores twice, freshman notches first goal as
Colonials jump back above .500. • Page 12

Dancing in the
street
Students from the
Department of
Theatre and Dance
hit the streets last
weekend in downtown D.C. • Page 5

proached her from behind, according to the report.
“I was stopped by two men
with a gun and told to drop everything,” the victim said in an
interview.
One of the men carried a
dark handgun in his waistband,
according to the report. The student, whose name is being withheld, dropped her bag, which
held a Blackberry Curve cell

ARTS

phone and $13, on the ground
and the men took it and fled.
The victim said she did not “get
a good look at either,” according
to the report, but told police that
one of the men was slender and
wearing an orange shirt.
“I was walking down a
dark alley,” the victim said. “I
shouldn’t have.”

See ROBBERY: Page 10
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SA set to allocate more than $700,000
Student orgs will receive about $100,000 more
than last year. • Page 3
Some elevators to get upgrades
University will spend millions on renovations in
three campus buildings. • Page 3
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In Brief

Judge issues bench warrant
for Ivory Tower intruder
A woman arrested for allegedly
breaking into an Ivory Tower room
failed to appear in court Tuesday and a
bench warrant was issued for her arrest,
according to court documents.
The woman, Shunita Ellerbe, a
29-year-old Southwest D.C. resident,
had already been barred from campus
and was arrested in August when she
allegedly entered a student’s residence
hall room.
Sophomore Lindsey Henry was napping in her friend’s room and woke
up after hearing a loud noise and saw
Ellerbe at a desk, according to charging
documents. Ellerbe left the room after
another student woke up and asked her
what she was doing there.
University Police Department officers later found her getting on an elevator in the building and the witnesses
identified her, according to documents.
When police initially approached her,
she stated that she was “looking for her
friend Stacy Robinson,” and refused to
explain how she entered the secured
building.
Ellerbe was charged with unlawful
entry, but failed to appear at a status
hearing, according to court documents.
Nearly 20 burglaries were reported
in residence halls in August, and the
University has placed stickers reminding students to lock their doors in residence halls where the doors do not automatically lock. GW has also started a
program to sell and lease safes.

Michelle Rattinger | assistant photo editor

Members of the Tau Kappa Epsilon fraternity, as well as prospective new members, demolish a car Wednesday night for the organization’s first
event during Interfraternity Council rush. IFC rush began Monday night, and events will take place over the next three weeks.

Calendar

–Gabrielle Bluestone

Corrections

In “First lady issues challenge on day of
service” (Sept. 14, p. 1), the article stated that
first lady Laura Bush spoke in 2006. Former
first lady Barbara Bush was the Commencement speaker that year.
In “Students plant vegetable garden on
H Street” (Sept. 14, p. 2), the article stated
that students from the College of Professional Studies founded the Food Justice
Alliance. The group was founded by undergraduates from the organization Students
for Fair Trade.
In “Multicultural Greek organizations
step out in Kogan Plaza” (Sept. 14, p. 8), the
article stated that Lambda Pi Chi followed
Alpha Kappa Alpha. Sigma Lambda Upsilon followed AKA. In addition, Sigma Psi
Zeta was originally called Sigma Psi Theta.

Thursday

Constitution Day
Free ice cream and copies of
the Constitution will be given
out during a celebration
for the country’s founding
document.
Mount Vernon Campus
Quad | 10:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Why They Killed: Security,
Authority, and Opportunity in
Rwanda’s Genocide
Omar McDoom from Oxford University
will discuss Rwanda’s genocide during
this Elliot School event. RSVP required.
1957 E St. Room 602 | 7 to 8:30 p.m.

Friday

Road Trip: Boston Red Sox vs.
Baltimore Orioles at Camden Yards
GW’s Red Sox Nation will take a trip
to Baltimore to see their team play
the Orioles at Camden Yards. RSVP
required.
Buses leave from Lerner Health and
Wellness Center | 3 to 11 p.m.

Sunday

Sunday brunch résumé critique
Representatives from the
Career Center will review your
résumé while you enjoy brunch
at the Vern. RSVP on GWork
required.
Ames Dining Room | 11 a.m. to
1 p.m.

Multimedia
Audio slideshow

web extra

Slideshow

The Hatchet captures the
excitement of sorority recruitment.

Grad students will advise seniors on everything
from senior thesis questions to career advice.

Learn who will be the guests at the first
installment of the Kalb Report series.

Sorority recruitment bid day

GW Housing launches mentorship program

Kalb Report guests
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Some elevators to get upgrades SA set to dole out funding
Changes will
take place in
three buildings

Senate will give
$736,996 to
orgs this year

by Justine Karp and
Gabrielle Bluestone
Hatchet Staff Writers

by madeleine morgenstern	
Hatchet Staff Writer

The University is projected
to spend nearly $15 million in
renovations on three on-campus buildings over the academic year.
The Academic Center,
JBKO Hall and Lafayette Hall
are all slated for renovations,
and work on the Academic
Center elevators has already
commenced. One elevator has
been upgraded and two are
expected to be finished this
week, said Juan Ibanez, the
associate vice president for Facilities. The elevator upgrades,
which will cost the University
approximately $1.8 million,
will continue on through next
spring, when renovations on
all six elevators in the building will be complete. Ibanez
said the elevators are being
replaced due to the age of the
equipment and high usage.
Even though students will
be using the building while
renovations occur, Ibanez said
the impact on students will be
minimal.
“All the buildings were out
of service during the time of the
elevator work, with the exception of Academic Hall where
we have stretched out the renovation period to ensure some
elevators are always in service,”
Ibanez said in an e-mail.
The interior of Lafayette
Hall will be completely renovated and new elevators will
be installed, Ibanez said. The
University expects to spend

photo illustration by Viktors dindzans | photo editor

The University will spend $15 million on renovations to the elevators and
other parts of the Academic Center, JBKO Hall and Lafayette Hall this year.
$10.5 million on the project,
which will commence in May
after students have vacated the
building.
JBKO will also receive major
upgrades, including work on the
fire alarm and sprinkler systems,
elevator controls and doors,
kitchens and bathrooms. The
work, which is being done due
to the age of the equipment, will
cost approximately $2.65 million.
The University shopped the
project around to get the best
deal, Ibanez said.
“We competitively bid our
projects where cost is one con-

CRIME LOG

Fraud

Disorderly Conduct

9/13/09 – Off Campus
– multiple times – case
open

9/10/09 – 1959 E Street –
11:40 p.m. – case closed
University Police Department officers responded
to a complaint that an unknown subject was throwing orange peels out of his
or her window. Officers
canvassed the area in
question and interviewed
residents, but were unable
to identify a suspect.
- No identifiable suspects
9/12/09 – Thurston Hall –
1:47 a.m. – case closed
UPD officers responded to
a call about a male student
ripping papers off the walls
in a hallway. Officers conducted a sobriety test and
found the subject intoxicated. The subject was transported to GW Hospital.
- Referred to Student Judicial Services
Drug Law Violation
9/12/09 – Fulbright Hall –
11:44 p.m. – case closed
UPD officers responded
to reports of a suspicious
odor coming from a room.
Residence hall administrators were notified and
conducted a search of the
room which found four
packets containing heroin
residue and a packet containing marijuana residue.
Marijuana
paraphernalia
was also found.
- Referred to SJS

A student filed a report
with UPD claiming that
unauthorized
charges
had been made with his
GWorld card at two carryout restaurants.
- Case open
Liquor Law Violation

sideration,” Ibanez said. “Our
normal practice is to base selection on “best value” considerations, which include price,
ability of a contractor to perform (technical ability and past
performance of the contractor),
equipment life-cycle and reliability considerations, etc.”
Several University buildings have undergone renovations in the past two years, including Monroe Hall, Thurston
Hall, Aston Hall, Fulbright Hall
and Funger Hall, which underwent a $2.6 million renovation
over the summer. u

UPD responded to a
noise complaint coming
from the hallway. Officers
separated two male students who were shoving
each other and arguing
about a previous altercation. The students were
interviewed and released.
- Referred to SJS
9/13/09 – Ivory Tower –
5:20 p.m. – case closed.

UPD officers observed a
male individual unaffiliated
with GW carrying a female
student. Officers found the
female to be intoxicated
and she was transported
to GW Hospital by D.C.
Fire and EMS.
- Referred to SJS

UPD responded to a report made by a student
who claimed he was assaulted by his roommate.
Officers arrived on the
scene and interviewed
witnesses and the subject. The officers conducted a sobriety test
and found the subject to
be under the influence of
alcohol. The subject was
then transported to GW
Hospital.
- Referred to SJS

Robbery

Theft I

9/10/09 – Marvin Center – 12:40 p.m. – case
closed

9/9/09 – Building JJ –
8:04 p.m. – case closed.

9/13/09 – 2200 block of I
Street – 1:55 a.m. – case
closed

UPD received a report
from a female student who
claimed that she walked
into the Marvin Center
with her wallet and cell
phone in her purse. When
she left the Marvin Center
her wallet and phone were
missing from her bag.
- No identifiable suspects
Simple Assault
9/11/09 – Thurston Hall –
2:15 a.m. – case closed.

A student reported to UPD
that she witnessed a man
stealing a bike in front of
Building JJ. Two UPD officers pursued the subject
for at least two blocks on
bike before stopping and
arresting him. Metropolitan Police arrived on the
scene by 8:45 p.m. and
transported the subject,
who was unaffiliated with
GW, to the second district
station.
- Closed by arrest
- Compiled by T.C. Flowers

The Student Association
Senate will dole out more than
$700,000 in allocations to student organizations this year, an
increase from the $613,367 that
was distributed last year, Connor Walsh, chair of the Senate
Finance Committee, said this
week.
Total allocations will reach
$736,996 this year, but Walsh
said he didn't know how much
money would be given out in
the initial allocations process.
Organizations can request separate money later from the SA
to cosponsor individual events
that they hold throughout the
year.
“We make decisions based
on the history of orgs on campus,” Walsh said. The committee examines “the bright
spots, the dirty spots, and their
ability to effectively spend the
money,” he said.

YAF
from p. 1

if the first lady was not affiliated with the event. Therefore,
justification for the event seems
contorted.”
But fellow conservatives,
including the GW College Republicans, said they do not
agree with YAF’s approach to
the issue.
“The College Republicans
do not support any such initiative to undermine the community service efforts of the
GW community as a whole,”
Brandon Hines, chairman of
the College Republicans, said in
an e-mail. “It is unfortunate that
YAF is unable to distinguish
and respect Michelle Obama’s
non-political role as the first
lady.”
Hines said Obama has
made outstanding contributions to the community and
she has the varying experiences
that would make her a valuable
Commencement speaker, noting her experience as a “work-

Allocations are funded by
student fees, which were increased in a campus-wide referendum in February 2008. For
the class of 2012 and beyond,
fees were increased from $1 to
$1.50 per credit hour, with the
Board of Trustees matching the
50-cent difference.
For the allocations process
this year, Walsh said that the
committee would have a new
response to organizations that
request outlandish sums of
money.
“In the past there’s been a
lot of fraud, a lot of excess. Organizations will ask for $80,000
expecting only to get $10,000,”
Walsh said. “We’re going to say
to people, ‘Go back and look at
this again and come up with a
better budget for us.’”
He also noted that the
majority of the Finance Committee is made up of graduate
students who work full time
and have busy class schedules.
As a result, he said that the
committee would be especially
inclined to support organizations that submit reasonable
requests.
“We’re going to be very
favorable to budgets that
are precise and accurate es-

timates of what they need,”
Walsh said. “We’re going
to be favorable to orgs who
choose to ask for what they
actually think they’re going
to get.”
Also this year, bylaws that
prevent senators from directly
lobbying for more money for
their organizations will be
strictly enforced.
“If you’re in the Senate
and you’re on the e-board of
the College Republicans, then
you can’t say ‘Hey, I’d like to
amend this to give $10,000
more to the CRs,'” Walsh said.
Those senators will be
permitted to vote on the final
bill, but will be prevented from
making amendments that
would be a conflict of interest.
Furthermore, all allocation
requests must be made online
this year, a change from the traditional hard copies submitted
in the past.
“The new system streamlines the process for both students requesting funding as
well as for those in the SA and
[the Student Activities Center]
who deal with the day-to-day
management of the Student
Association’s budget,” Walsh
said. u

ing mother, successful lawyer,
and business woman who rose
from the South Side of Chicago
to attend Harvard and Princeton.”
“It is difficult to see by any
objective measure how the first
lady would not be a suitable
commencement speaker,” he
said.
Senior Vice President for
Student and Academic Support Services Robert Chernak
said all students will have
their community service hours
counted. Obama will speak at
Commencement, even if he has
to volunteer for five straight
weeks himself, he added.
“I don’t agree with what
they’re saying,” Chernak said.
“They’re saying ‘let’s try to do everything we can to make sure we
don’t have Michelle Obama as a
Commencement speaker.’ That’s
as much politicizing of it as you
could possibly be doing.”
GW students offered mixed
feelings about YAF’s initiative.
Senior Molly Giorgio said if
groups did not want their hours
counted toward the total, the

University should respect that
decision. She added, however,
that students should not be allowed the opportunity to deduct their community service
from the total, saying the action
was counterproductive.
Other students, however,
said they feel the entire idea of
students’ not having their community service hours counted
is the wrong way to show their
discontent with the choice of
Commencement speaker.
“It is almost as if they are
telling GW students that just
because we do not like your
choice of speaker, we do not
want to be associated with the
University,” junior Zach Borenstein said.
Though Giorgio may not
agree politically with Obama,
she expressed support for the
first lady as Commencement
speaker.
“I am a conservative and I
am not the biggest Obama supporter, but I still think it is really
cool that the first lady will be
speaking at Commencement,”
Giorgio said. u

Opinions

Justin Guiffré
Opinions Editor
jguiffre@gwhatchet.com

Lyndsey Wajert
Contributing Editor
lwajert@gwhatchet.com

H

September 17, 2009 w Page 4

Staff Editorial

Sorority sorting

by Devereaux Sterrette

The picture-perfect provost
On Monday, the University kicked
off its nationwide search for GW's first
chief academic officer and provost. The
search comes three months after Executive Vice President for Academic Affairs
Donald Lehman announced his plans to
officially retire in December of this year.
This search presents an opportunity to
rejuvenate GW’s leadership and solve
lingering issues.
The ideal candidate should be someone who has demonstrated effective
leadership in an environment of higher
education. This quality is made even
more important by what we see as a
recent lack of leadership from GW’s administration. Visibility has become a serious issue for this administration, as for
many students University President Steven Knapp remains an abstract figure.
Certainly, we expect the University's top
official has many job responsibilities beyond simply chatting with undergrads
at J Street, but it is important that the
University's top leadership be actively
engaged with the student body. The
opening of a new position gives the administration the chance to fill this leadership deficit with a person more willing
to connect the administration, student
body and faculty.
As a result of the lack of leadership
at the top, the University similarly lacks
a clear and concise vision for its future.
Knapp focuses on a few select goals for
GW, but one criterion of the new provost
should be the ability to publicly convey
a big picture.
In addition to these leadership qualities, the new administrative changes
highlight academic affairs as the University’s premier department. Once
the position has been filled, there are
a few issues that should top his or her
agenda.
Academic advising has been a sig-

The ideal candidate should be
someone who has demonstrated
effective leadership in an environment of higher education.
nificant and constant issue at GW. For
years, promises have been made concerning an overhaul of advising, specifically for the Columbian College of Arts
and Sciences. Currently, a task force is
working to select a degree audit system.
This is a major step forward compared
to the limbo in which academic advising
reform has been caught for the past few
years. Still, the new provost needs to ensure that we see tangible results soon.
At the same time that GW’s School of
Medicine and Health Services was facing probationary status, a controversy
arose over current provost John “Skip”
Williams’ membership on the Board of
Directors of the company that manages
GW Hospital. These events highlighted a
serious concern over the direction of the
School of Medicine and Health Sciences.
With GW being one of the few medical
schools ever put on probationary status,
it is very important the incoming provost
be aware of the challenges ahead. In the
period following October's probationary
review, the provost will be responsible
for ensuring the future success of the recently troubled school.
Every semester, students are asked
to give feedback about the quality of
academics through class evaluations.
Many students have expressed concern
that this feedback falls on deaf ears. One
of the solutions is to put these evaluations on a public database, which increases accountability in the classroom
as well as the ability of students to make
informed decisions about registration.
Once chosen, the new provost will
face many challenges. We believe that
if the selected candidate can meet these
criteria and tackle these issues, his or
her selection will mark a distinct step
forward for this administration.

Quotable
“I wash my hands all the time and
have a big bottle of hand sanitizer in my
room; I lather up every time I go back [to
my room.]”
Freshman Marty Witkin on
the precautions he takes
to keep the flu away

Stop the noisemaking
YAF's effort against Obama is bad for GW and conservatives

I

am a Republican, although
in the eyes of some of my
conservative brethren, I am
not a very good one. My party
has moved more and more to
the right in the past few decades, pushing out moderates
who once provided a calming
influence to the fiery rhetoric of
the right. The Young America’s
Foundation, or YAF, has been
helping to further shift the Republican Party. Never the ones
to shy away from a fight, members of GW’s YAF have been
known to court controversy
with such events as Islamo-Fascism Awareness Week and, more
recently, with their response
to first lady Michelle Obama’s
community service challenge.
This week, YAF called on the
administration to decline Michelle Obama’s offer of speaking
at Commencement on grounds
she is a liberal and decried GW’s
“politicizing community service
by using it as a promotion” for
Mrs. Obama. The group went
so far as to ask the administration to allow students to “opt
their hours out of the goal” if
the University denies their ini-

tial request of finding a different
speaker, and even asked that any
community service hours YAF
does be deducted from the total.
The idea of getting young
people to give back to their
community has been a common theme in modern American politics for the past few
decades. Ronald Reagan, as a

Jordan Chapman
candidate in 1980, said, “Let us
pledge to restore, in our time,
the American spirit of voluntary
service, of cooperation, of private and community initiative;
a spirit that flows like a deep
and mighty river through the
history of our nation.” George
H.W. Bush said the same in
1990, when he signed the National and Community Service
Act. Even Barack Obama, as he
marked 9/11 as a National Day
of Service, followed in the footsteps of his predecessor, who
also had made a note to push
community service.
So why the big fuss? YAF

agrees with St. Ronald, saying they “support the efforts
of students who wish to go out
into their communities and improve lives.” But when Michelle
Obama simply says, “My challenge to the GW community is
to make service a daily part of
their lives,” YAF finds something wrong with that statement.
This, though, does not differ in
substance from Reagan or Bush’s
statement. YAF says they “refuse
to allow false volunteerism to
serve a political agenda.” Their
logic seems to be that community service is good, unless you’re
asked to do it by a liberal figure,
in which case, it’s all political.
It is patently obvious that
the biggest problem YAF has
with Mrs. Obama is that she is
the wife of the president. They
do not like her simply because
they do not like her husband,
nor do they like his politics.
Consider President Obama’s
recent speech to public school
children, where he told them to
stay in school and to work hard,
while the right raised hell, calling it “indoctrination.” In the
same vein, YAF’s opposition to

Mrs. Obama is another example
of the right trying to inject partisan politics into an inherently
apolitical situation.
As a result, YAF has completely missed the point of Mrs.
Obama’s challenge to GW students because of its unwavering
and blind loyalty to an uncompromising ideology. This ideology is based on an “us versus
them” mentality, where people
can be reduced simply to “liberal” and “conservative.” Politics are seemingly the be-all and
end-all to a person’s philosophy,
serving only to further polarize
an already partisan polity using
the juvenile tactics of Joe Wilson, the hysterics of Glenn Beck
and the deliberate obfuscations
of Sarah Palin. Noisemaking,
like this push against Michelle
Obama, is a problem endemic to
the Republican Party, and if its
members continue using these
irritating and irrational tactics,
then they have only themselves
to blame for the party’s further
slide into irrelevance.
-The writer, a senior majoring in
biology, is the Student Association vice
president of legislative affairs.

Dependent on dealers for grades
Drugs used for studying should be legalized

T

he pressures of college are enough to
drive many students to drugs. It may
be impossible to gauge how many
students illegally use methylphenidates
like Ritalin and Adderall at GW, but it is
difficult to dispute the results many students attribute to the pills themselves.
According to a 2004 Harris Interactive
Study, college is the peak time for nonmedical use of prescription pills. But many
studies claim that more students use Attention Deficit Disorder medication for its intended medical reason – increased concentration – rather than as a “party drug.” The
percentage of students who report abusing
the drug socially is significantly lower than
those who use the pills for studying.
If students who aren’t prescribed these
pills take them anyway, and more students
take them for their intended effect than as a
substitute for stronger narcotics, then why
are they still only available by prescription? Eventually the question becomes:
why aren’t pills like Ritalin or Adderall
available for all students?
The advantage Ritalin and Adderall
give to students is the same we’ve seen in
other parts of society in recent years. A pill
that increases your ability to concentrate
and your GPA? Translate that kind of result to the sports field and you have ste-

roids; transfer that dream to the bedroom
and you have Viagra.
In fact, Adderall and Ritalin use in college is not dissimilar from steroid use in
sports. Just as an athlete decides to take a
drug that improves their strength, recovery
time and ultimately their performance, students pop a pill that suddenly turns them

Evan Schwartz
Columnist
into a studying machine. The results of the
pills can be drastic for many, regardless of
whether or not they are diagnosed with
ADD.
Some sports writers say that all athletes should be allowed to use steroids
since everyone uses them already. Call it
the “if you can’t beat ‘em, join ‘em” strategy. But while steroids are harmful and
usually illegal, methylphenidates like Ritalin have been prescribed to millions of
children in the last 20 years. While there
are side effects to taking the drug, they
are given to children as young as seven.
A PBS report found that over 15 million

prescriptions for ADD medications were
written in 1999, and that number has only
increased. If doctors are prescribing them
at ever-increasing rates, potential side effects seem to be a diminishing concern. So
why not give everyone the ability to use
these pills?
Given the choice to take an injection
that would make you a star athlete, many
people would have said “yes” until they
heard the dangers of steroid use. But a college student offered the chance to get an A
instead of a C, without the fear of shrunken
testicles, acne or even heart failure? It’s no
wonder so many say “yes” and head to the
library.
If Ritalin were made available over-thecounter, students would have an increased
ability to improve their grades. A pill that
improves your grades may seem too good
to be true, but for many students it is a
real possibility. Students who truly want
to learn should not be prevented from doing so simply because there is a chance the
drugs could be abused on a Friday night.
Students should not have to rely on dealers
for substances that could safely help them
learn.
-The writer, a junior majoring in journalism and mass communication, is a Hatchet
columnist.

Letter to the Editor
Having all the facts

Alex Shoucair raises some
valid points in the study abroad
debate. Students must carefully
consider cost and quality, and
we want to make sure they have
all the facts.
Mr. Shoucair rightly notes
that GW - like American, Tufts,
Georgetown and numerous other private universities - charges
home tuition for study abroad.
GW maintains programs with
institutions overseas that have
administrative, staffing, and
other costs. When students
travel abroad, so does most of

their tuition. GW pays program
fees and allows aid to transfer
as well. There are few tenable
solutions to the financial drain
a major research institution like
ours would suffer without fees
to ensure that infrastructure,
faculty, and other amenities
continue overseas while students travel.
GW provides tremendous
freedom to students in choosing
programs of study, but with it
comes financial responsibility.
Mr. Shoucair argues that others
in his Beijing program paid less,
but doesn’t say whether they
were from state universities,

were supported by large endowments or enrolled directly,
without benefit of earned credit
or home university support. A
fair assessment requires understanding of what’s offered and
who pays.
Mr. Shoucair claims that
GW’s new pricing policy means
“a few hundred more dollars
for a few individuals.” In fact,
were Mr. Shoucair to study in
Beijing next spring, he’d pay a
significant $1,893 less than he
did under the old policy. The
new policy also caps any cost
increase in the more expensive
programs.

Finally, Mr. Shoucair’s conclusion that GW’s study abroad
program is the “least-worst option” ignores the inherent value
of our competitively priced,
soundly supported, and academically viable exchange programs with major universities
overseas.
Study abroad is a costly
enterprise, but one GW is committed to affording all students.
The new pricing system is a significant – and earnest – step.
Donna Scarboro,
associate vice president for
international programs & Rob
Hallworth, director of study abroad

Alex Byers, editor in chief
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ESIA to launch new research center
Institute will
focus on conflict,
war, peace
by Samuel Johnson	
Hatchet Reporter
The Elliott School of International Affairs plans to
launch a new research center
this fall that will encourage
scholarly work as part of the
school’s graduate program for
security policy.
Elliott School Associate
Dean Douglas Shaw said the
Institute for Security and Conflict Studies will support research projects and delve into
“policy-relevant”
questions
regarding war, peace and conflict. Shaw hopes to launch the
institute Oct. 22, with a new

Web site and an event keynoted by a high-profile speaker.
Charles Glaser, the director of the Institute, believes the
program will increase interaction between GW faculty and
with outside experts.
“There are a lot of people
at GW who focus on national
security, so one goal is to intensify the intellectual community among the people who are
already here,” Glaser, who also
serves as a professor of political science and international
affairs, said.
The Institute plans to host
high-visibility speakers and
events – like the Security Policy Forum hosted annually in
the fall – with a focus on issues
of national security.
The Elliott School also recently announced a new Web
video-streaming program for
high-profile events.
“My own ambition would
be to have an intellectual com-

munity that extends beyond
GW into the national security
community and the professional, real world community,”
Glaser said.
A particular focus of the
institute will be on issues of
nuclear weapons policy, proliferation and disarmament, in
which Shaw and Glaser both
specialize. Energy and security will also be a topic of research, particularly the energy
needs of China and the United
States.
Glaser believes the institute will take about a year to
find its footing and establish a
solid foundation in the international affairs world. Acquiring funds and space from the
Elliott School will determine
the program’s growth, he said.
Shaw said the institute will
become a “flagship program”
for the Elliott School.
“Energy, security, poverty
are all issues of great impor-

"Energy, security,
poverty are all issues
of great importance
that we will be able
to study and work on;
this will allow us to
help people around
the world."
Charles glaser
Director, Institute for
Security and Conflict
Studies
tance that we will be able to
study and work on; this will
allow us to help people around
the world.” u

Chris gregory | hatchet staff photographer

Charles Glaser is the director of the Elliott School's new research
center, which hopes to advise policymakers on conflict and war.

Night
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The GW Hatchet's guide to...
We don't go to college in some
podunk, middle-of-nowhere town,
so take advantage of everything
the D.C. nightlife has to offer with
a few of The Hatchet's tips

5:00 - 7:00 p.m.

*Photos taken by Anne Wernikoff
and Michelle Rattinger
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Happy Hour

GET STARTED THE RIGHT WAY...
Nooshi

Known for their noodles and sushi, Nooshi
boasts one of the best happy hour deals in downtown D.C. All drinks are half-price from 5 to 7
p.m. Monday through Saturday. Try their mango
mojito for only $4.
1120 19th St. NW
(202) 293-3138

La Tasca Spanish Restaurant
This Spanish tapas-style restaurant boasts
sangria pitchers for $15 and happy hour tapas for
$3 a plate. Try the blanca sangria, a white wine
sangria with peaches and cinnamon, and the
patatas bravas, fried potatoes in a garlic mayo
sauce.
722 Seventh St. NW
(202) 347-9190

L’Enfant Café
For a European getaway that doesn’t involve air travel, be sure to check out L’Enfant
Café, a Parisian-esque café-bar. Every Tuesday, all Belgian beers are half-price from 4:30
to 7:30 p.m.
2000 18th St. NW
(202) 319-1800

Froggy Bottom Pub
A GW staple, Froggy Bottom Pub is
“college” in every sense of the word. Every
night is a different happy hour special. On
Fridays, $7.25 pitchers of Yuengling and
Miller Lite are the perfect way to start off
the night.
2142 Pennsylvania Ave. NW
(202) 338-3000

Asylum

Starting at 5 p.m. beer is a quarter – that’s
right, 25 cents – for a bottle and goes up 50 cents
every hour until 11 p.m.
2471 18th St. NW
(202) 319-9353

Vinoteca Wine Bar and Bistro
The award-winning Vinoteca features $5
glasses of unique wines from places like Argentina and South Africa. You can even take
wine classes every Tuesday for $35 a person.
And every Sunday, Vinoteca hosts a flamenco
song-and-dance performance during which
all Spanish and South American wines are
half-price.
1940 11th St. NW
(202) 332-9463

Birreria Paradiso

The ultimate in pizza and beer, Birreria Paradiso is a downstairs extension of the
popular Georgetown spot, Pizzeria Paradiso.
Gourmet pizza and handcrafted beer happy
hour happens every Tuesday and Wednesday
from 5 to 7 p.m.
3282 M St. NW
(202) 337-1245

7:00 - 10:00Bars
p.m.
Right before you're about to grab a cab to go out,
you realize the worst: you have no cash in your
wallet. Forget about stopping at the ATM in Academic Center, and walk or 4-RIDE it over to one of
these hot spots right around campus instead.

McFadden’s Restaurant and Saloon

On any given Thursday night at McFadden’s it is more than likely you will see at least
half of GW's entire upperclassmen. Girls dancing on bars and a sighting of MTV’s Real World
D.C. are not uncommon. Plus, you can’t beat
the drink specials and the proximity to campus.
2401 Pennsylvania Ave. NW
(202) 223-2338

Rhino Bar and Pumphouse

Rhino Bar has a neighborhood sports bar
feel, with cheap drinks, tasty wings, and TV
screens on every wall. At night, it has a homey
dive bar feel with a dance floor and music that
caters to the college crowd.
3295 M St. NW
(202) 333-3150

The Brickskeller

The Brickseller isn’t just any bar – they
claim to hold the Guinness World Record for
the most variety of beers in one location. Their
16-page menu features beers from all over the
world, everywhere from Foggy Bottom to Iceland.
1523 22nd St. NW
(202) 293-1885

Apex

Floor-to-ceiling mirrors, Britney Spears
techno remixes, and some of D.C.’s best dance
moves are typical of this Dupont gay hotspot.
And on Thursdays, you pay no cover with a
college ID.
1415 22nd St. NW
(202) 296-0505
–Juliette Dallas-Feeney

The Black Cat

Eighteenth Street Lounge
Eighteenth Street Lounge is actually a former mansion converted into an upscale lounge
and bar. There is a cover charge and drinks are
on the pricey side, but you’re paying for the
atmosphere. There are tons of chandeliers and
velvet couches, and the owner is half of the DJ
duo Thievery Corporation.
1212 18th St. NW
(202) 466-3922

Public Bar

An upscale sports bar, Public Bar has a
surprisingly casual, chic aesthetic, with exposed brick walls and individual controllable
TVs at each booth. A noteworthy feature is its
1,420-square-foot rooftop bar.
1214 18th St.
(202) 223-2200

Lucky Bar
There’s nothing particularly special about
Lucky Bar, except that it’s not pretentious,
drinks are dirt cheap, and you can expect to
dance your heart out to Lil' Wayne and Journey in the same night. And for the inevitable
late-night drunk munchies, Julia’s Empanadas
is right next door.
1221 Connecticut Ave. NW
(202) 331-3733

Shadow Room

Shadow Room is your average club – VIP
table service, bathroom attendants and autotuned, top-40 hip-hop. But any bar where you
can order drinks from on your iPhone just
screams GW.
2131 K St. NW
(202) 887-1200

51st State Tavern
One block from City Hall and next door to
Thai Coast, 51st State is a favorite among students as a classic, casual sports bar. Pool tables,
juke boxes, and flat screen TVs keep you entertained, while specials like 50 cent taco night on
Mondays and 20 cent wing night on Tuesdays
keep your wallet intact.
2512 L Street NW
(202) 625-2444

51st Street Tavern

Get your groove on with these music hot spots

10:00 p.m. - 12:00 a.m.
Music Venues

Check out some of
GW's favorite favorite
watering holes

The Front Page
The Front Page attracts a young, fun
crowd, which makes their outdoor patio ideal for happy hour in warmer weather. Enjoy
an Indian summer night with $2 Corona and
Miller Lite bottles on Thursdays from 4 p.m.
to close.
1333 New Hampshire Ave. NW
(202) 296-6500
–Juliette Dallas-Feeney

D.C.’s music scene is not to be overlooked, and the
many venues around D.C. have some incredible spaces
where groups love to party. If you want to join the crowd,
these are the places to be.

The Black Cat
Located in the famously funky U Street corridor,
the Black Cat generally boasts concerts by indie artists of all different genres. Last year, the esteemed
Brooklyn band The Virgins performed there, and this
year will continue the trend as up-and-coming fellow
Brooklyn band The Dirty Projectors play a set Oct. 22.
With very little separation between the stage and the
audience, striking up a conversation with your favorite musician has never been more plausible. For those
who are less interested in standing, a chill couch section occupies the space behind the audience.

The 9:30 Club
Attracting bigger and smaller names alike, the
9:30 Club is one of the few venues that offers standing
room for concerts by artists like Katy Perry. While
others may be watching her sing “I Kissed a Girl”
from a megatron in a large concert stadium, the 9:30
Club allows fans to be within a few feet. In addition
to the intimate feel that 9:30 Club fosters, the crowd is
known to alternate between being a dance party and a
mosh pit. If that’s not quite your thing, there’s a balcony with seats that has both great views and energy.
Catch The Gossip kicking off their North American
tour at the 9:30 club Oct. 7, or Andrew Bird with St.
Vincent Oct. 28.

The Sixth and I Street Historic Synagogue
Only in D.C. would a synagogue double as a concert venue, and thank God it does! When kids are
done getting bar mitzvahed on the Bima, singers like
Lykke Li take the stage, Torahs behind her and all.
The sound is unbeatable, with unparalleled acoustics and the stillness that only a house of worship can
provide. With concerts ranging from classical music
to hard rock, there is no shortage of opportunities to
engage in this holy experience. Catch rocker Andrew
W.K. with the Caldor Quartet Sept. 30, or if you’re
into a more mellow experience, check out Mute Math
Nov. 11.

Rock & Roll Hotel
Located on the H Street corridor in Northeast, the
Rock ‘N Roll Hotel is one of the most interesting places to catch a show in D.C. Performances are usually
staged downstairs, adjacent to a bar that frequently
offers $1 cups of Pabst Blue Ribbon. Upstairs there are
several smaller rooms that can be rented out for private parties, even while a concert may be happening
downstairs. Don’t let the Rock & Roll name fool you;
indie pop groups like Lissy Trullie and Cobra Starship have both played at this venue. Catch The Dodos
playing Oct. 9.
.
–Max McGowen
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12:00 a.m.- 2:00 a.m.

Ben's Chili Bowl

Late Night
Tummy rumbling after your
amazing night out, but can't find anything open? Stop by these late-night
establishments for some satisfaction.

It’s 3 a.m. and you are just
heading home from a night
out. Your stomach starts growling – you ate dinner more than
six hours ago. It's time for that
always deliciously satisfying
late-night meal. These places
are on the way back to campus,
but remember, if you’re too lazy
to go anywhere but your couch,
there’s always ordering in.

Ben’s Chili Bowl

Open until: 4 a.m.
Good for: Satisfying your
greasy, cheesy meat craving
1213 U St. NW

George’s

Open until: 4 a.m.
Good for: Getting your
falafel on
1205 28th St. NW

Pita Pit

Open until: 2 a.m.
Good for: The only latenight, on-campus eatery.
Ivory Tower

Kramerbooks

11:00 a.m. Brunch
1:00 p.m.
It’s Sunday afternoon
and you’ve just woken
up. You roll over and everything hurts. All you
can manage to do is brush
your teeth, put on an acceptable-looking
outfit,
and then accomplish your
only mission for the day:
brunch. More importantly, you need a brunch that
can be covered by whatever money is left over in
your wallet from the night
before.
Luckily, a good brunch
doesn’t have to mean high
prices. Check out these local, tasty and low-budget
brunch spots for your next
hangover Sunday.

Founding Farmers

1924 Pennsylvania Ave.
NW
After only a year,
Founding Farmers has
become a regular spot
for GW students. Located
nearly on campus, the
farm-to-table restaurant
offers fresh, affordable
comfort food in portion
sizes that you won’t regret
later on.
Best buy: Founding Farmers Breakfast for $9.
Splurge: Crab Benedict
for $13

you can have as much
as you’d like? While the
price for the all-you-caneat buffet is a little more
than your average weekend breakfast, it’s worth
the authentic Italian-style
brunch.
Best buy and Splurge:
$17.95 for all-you-can eat
buffet

Lindy's and Gallery
Café at Ivory Tower
If you’re on the run
to a meeting or just want
a quick fix, these places
will hand you a ticket and
you’ll have your meal in
fifteen minutes. While
they’re not the classiest
establishments, they satisfy your basic need: food.
Lindy’s: 2040 I St. NW

The Diner

2453 18th St. NW
Great for late-night
cravings or mid-morning
meals, The Diner is open
24/7 and offers everything from scrambled
eggs to a Thanksgiving
dinner, all for a great
price. As the name suggests, The Diner offers
irresistible comfort food
for whenever you decide
to wake up.
Best buy brunch: Buttermilk Pancakes for $5.99;
add strawberry sauce, $1.00
Splurge on brunch: Diner
Royal for $11.99
–Remy Tumin

Tonic

Rosemary’s Thyme
1801 18th St. NW

This neighborhood favorite knows how to mix
its Mediterranean-based
cuisine into brunch. Fans
continue to flock here
for their famous pides
(stuffed flatbread) or dependable and delicious
brunch.
Best buy: Spanish Omelet
for $8.55
Splurge: Pastirma (salami) and Cheese Pide for
$10.95

The Diner

Tonic

2036 G St. NW
Too lazy to walk more
than two blocks and don’t
mind the wait? Tonic is
your choice. The large
portions make up for the
spotty service, and who
doesn’t like tater tots?
Best buy: Tonic Omelet
for $8.95
Splurge: Big Ol’ Breakfast for $11.95

If you’re in those awkward
years when you’re over 18
but under 21, don’t fret.
There are places to go and
get down that will take
you even if you don’t have
that coveted ID.
329 Pennsylvania Ave. SE

Gallery: Ivory Tower, 23rd
and G streets

Founding Farmers

Filomena

1063 Wisconsin Ave. NW
Starving? Why settle
for one plate of food when

Read more online...
www.gwhatchet.com

Open until: 24/7 on the
weekends
Good for: Sharing gourmet
food and creative drinks
with friends
1517 Connecticut
Av e . N W

Jumbo Slice

Open until: 3 a.m.
Good for: The best drunk
food ever
18th Street between
North Kalorama Road
and North Belmont
Street

Manouch
Open until: 3 a.m. or later
Good for: Best hot dogs on
campus
21st Street between H and
I streets
–Remy Tumin

Over 18 but under 21 still means fun

Hawk ‘n’ Dove

If you can wake up for it...

Kramerbooks and
Afterwords Café

Just a short cab ride away
from campus is Hawk ‘n’
Dove, sandwiched between
Capitol Hill and Eastern Market. Upon first glance it may
seem like just an Irish pub, but
step inside and walk upstairs
anytime from Thursday night
to Saturday and the music
and flashing lights turn it into
a lively spot for college students. Also a classic venue for
Greek-letter life events, “Capitol Hill’s archetypal bar” is a
favorite for GW students.

FUR Nightclub

33 Patterson St. NE
Famous – or infamous
– for its annual Halloween party, FUR nightclub
channels the scene of Miami and New York. With
multilevel dance floors, a
VIP table that hangs above
the DJ booth and special
events almost every weekend, FUR is the place to
dance the night away.

Café Japone
2032 P St. NW

Sushi bar by day, dance
club by night, Japone is
squeezed between boutiques
and ice cream shops in Dupont Circle. The music never
disappoints and the scene is
anything but typical, as blue
lights reflect off the white
marble dance floor, giving
the room an aquatic feel.

If you would rather take a
break from dancing for a
night, gather up at least six
friends, make a reservation
for karaoke upstairs and grab
the microphone instead.

Skye Lounge

1919 Pennsylvania Ave. NW
The white Chinese lanterns dangling from the ceiling and the unique artwork
and sculptures hanging on
the walls set this nightclub
apart from the predictable
black-box lounges around
the city. The atmosphere offers a balance between the
heavy beats typical of club
music and a more mellow
vibe, extending an invitation to anyone who wants
to make the short walk from
campus and turn Skye into
a new GW hotspot.
–Colleen Shalby
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Check this
out...

Check out English singer Jack
Peñate at the Rock & Roll
Hotel Sept. 18. Tickets: $13.

Caroline Coppel
Contributing Editor
ccoppel@gwhatchet.com

Yo La Tengo is playing
at the 9:30 Club Sept.
17. Tickets: $20.

H

Celebrate St. Paddy's Day six
months early at Lindy's Sept. 19.
Tickets are $7 at the door.

Dancing in the streets
GW dancers get out of the studio and onto
the sidewalk for a weekend arts festival

by Kendra Poole
Hatchet Reporter
Plenty of people are shy
dancing in front of others, but
dancing in front of strangers,
in broad daylight on a city
street, is an entirely new concept.
But more than a dozen
GW dancers did just that this
weekend, taking their art to
the streets as part of the 17th
annual Arts on Foot Festival,
held in downtown D.C. Saturday. The students, who are
studying in professor Maida
Withers’ modern dance classes,
did not formally prepare any
choreography for the event. Instead, they improvised and, as
they danced their way for two
blocks along Seventh Street,
they involved members of the
crowd in their act.
“It’s very much like play,”
Withers said. “The event allowed students, in a very clever and human way, to interact
with the people who live there
and the people who are there

for the festival.”
Pedestrians showed everything from delight to disgust
upon encountering the dancers
on the sidewalk. Ben Wagner,
a sophomore, said the performance made him “uncomfortable.” But freshman Cody Lee
ended up dancing along with
the group, even though he
originally planned to attend
the event only as a spectator.
“I found that it was more
awkward for me to watch than
participate myself, so I kind of
felt like I should bring my ideas
as well to the dance floor,” Lee
said.
That kind of spontaneous
participation was just what
Withers had hoped would
happen.
“The young people are so
creative,” she said. “They’re
daring. They just love adventure.”
Dancer Ashley Nitzen, a
senior, said that watching the
audience’s response was one
of the highlights of the performance.

“It’s such a fun experience to see other people’s
reactions... whether or not
they get scared and walk
away, or whether they just sit
and watch, or whether they
laugh and do it with you,”
she said.
The group used everything from light posts and
crosswalks to people as props
and characters in their spontaneous urban theater. Michael
Kim, a sophomore, was surprised at how the event unfolded.
“[Maida] kind of had us
come in without knowing what
it was exactly,” he said. “We
went around all the streets, just
doing random stuff. It was really cool, because we would
all come together at random
points to do certain structures
or certain movements collectively. A lot of it was without
words too.”
The students, Withers said,
study artists who are “open
and innovative in an off-thewall way.” She encouraged her

Short films, big ideas
D.C. filmmakers
strut their stuff
at local gala
by Joshua Hock
Hatchet Reporter
Bigger does not always
mean better.
That’s what area artists
proved at the D.C. Shorts Film
Festival this week, an annual
event that brings together local
filmmakers.
“In all seriousness, audiences like films made for shoestrings as much as, if not more
than, the blockbusters,” said
Jon Gann, the founder of the
event. “They’re different kinds
of film.”
With the average feature
film in Hollywood costing $35
million a pop, “keep it short,
keep it reel” was not only the
motto of the festival, but a requirement of those who submitted films. Gann estimated
that the more than 800 filmmakers who participated in
the event only spent between

$50 and $100,000 on creating
each short.
Held at the historic Landmark E Street Cinema, the
sixth-annual festival was originally the concept of Gann who,
after attending numerous
events during his filmmaking
career, said he was growing
disillusioned with the atmospheres surrounding other festivals around the country.
“Most had been set up
more to be about money, parties, and sponsors than the
films being presented,” he
said.
It was at the Ashland Independent Film Festival in
Oregon that Gann realized he
needed to bring a new type of
show to the District.
“They didn’t know what
they were doing, but they did
it right,” he said about the annual Pacific-Northwest showcase.
What Gann created in the
capital has become a week-long
presentation of original films
no longer than 20 minutes.
During the premiere weekend,
awards were presented to the
best of the competition and
then each of the selected films
were screened for the public

DistrictMixtape

based on genre and style.
The most competitive aspect of the festival, however,
occurred before any of the
shorts were seen in the theatre.
When the films were all submitted, they were ranked by a
panel of local filmmakers and
industry volunteers. If the film
fell within the top 200 submissions, it proceeded to a second
round of judging done by a
committee of filmmakers and
festival veterans.
Gann also created a unique
system of response for those
who submitted a short based
on encouraging them to make
strong film projects. When the
acceptance or rejection decisions were made, the judges
opened their comments and
scores to the filmmakers.
But D.C. Shorts allowed
festival attendees to do a little
judging of their own too. On
Sunday night, awards such as
Audience Choice, Outstanding
Local Film and the Festival Director’s Choice were awarded
to filmmakers. Prizes included
money and gift certificates.
The culminating “Best of
the Fest” showcase will take
place Thursday Sept. 17 at 7:30
and 9 p.m. u

Ska-punk band Kill Lincoln
is making a name for itself
in Foggy Bottom. Here's a
list of some of the songs
they're listening to, other
than their own - the group
is currently recording their
first full-length album.
Check for upcoming shows
on their Web site, killlincolndc.com.

Kendra poole | hatchet photographer

Students in the Department of Theatre and Dance improvised their movements Saturday at the Arts on
Foot Festival in Penn Quarter.
class to emulate their improvisational spirit during the street
performance.
Jo-Ann Neuhaus, a GW
alumnus and the coordinator
of the festival, said she thought

the event went “smashingly
well,” and gathered a larger
crowd than in past years. This
is the third year that GW dancers have performed for the festival.

“I always think that a festival like this is a great opportunity to expose people to the
arts, and anything that does
that is wonderful,” she said. u

What to see...

If your only source of live music was watching Taylor Swift perform on last week’s
MTV Video Music Awards, then take a night off for some real entertainment.
These upcoming shows are a must-see for any cultural aficionado in the District.
September 25 - Snow Patrol is playing at
DAR Constitution Hall, located only a couple
blocks from Thurston. General admission tickets are still available for $33.50.
September 29 - If you're in the mood for in-

die or metal rock, South African group Blk Jks
will mix it all when they headline the Black
Cat. Tickets are a cheap $10 for the Tuesday
night show.

October 2 - Infamous ‘90s pop-rock band

Blink 182 will be visiting Virginia Beach on its
comeback tour. If you’re in the mood for a road
trip, the band is playing with Fall Out Boy and
All-American Rejects at the Verizon Wireless Virginia Beach Amphitheater. Tickets start at $19.

October 12 - Need a break from homework
frustration? Steve Martin is just the thing. Enjoy
his comedy at Warner Theatre starting at $67.50.

October 16 - Old-school rock band AC/DC

will be taking over the Verizon Center. The
show sold out, but check out Web sites for independent sellers hawking tickets.

October 27 - Hip-hop legend Jay-Z will

HATCHET FILE PHOTO

Festival at the Merriweather Post Pavilion in
Columbia, Md. Featured artists include Paramore and AFI. Tickets begin at $25.

November 2 - For students who didn’t have
enough of him at the We Are One concert, or
for those who missed him, Bruce Springsteen
will be performing with the E Street Band at
the Verizon Center. Tickets go on sale Friday.
November 6 - Actor and comedian Dane
Cook will be visiting Virginia for a night of
laughter. Join him at the Patriot Center in Fairfax, VA. Tickets start at $33.

perform at the 1st Mariner Arena in Baltimore,
Md. Tickets start at $27.50.

November 10 - Right across the Potomac Riv-

October 23 - Take part in the MTV Ulalume

–Miranda Green

1. August Burns Red - Marianas Trench
2. Miles Davis - If I Were A Bell
3. Raekwon ft. GZA, Inspectah Deck,
Method Man, & Ghostface Killah House of Flying Daggers

er in Fairfax, Va., Rob Thomas will play at the
Patriot Center. Tickets start at $41.

6. Underoath - Everyone Looks So
Good From Here
7. Gogol Bordello - Immigrant Punk
8. Every Time I Die - Wanderlust

4. Every Time I Die - The Sweet Life

9. Portugal The Man - Lay Me Back
Down

5. Tim Armstrong - Translator

10. Black Label Society - Devil's Dime
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FLU
from p. 1

Sherrard said students who
are diagnosed with flu-like
symptoms at SHS’s office are
given face masks as a way of
preventing the spread of illness when students must leave
their rooms to “seek medical
care or other necessities.”
“The CDC is not recommending face masks for prevention in community and
home settings or for workers
in non-health care occupational settings. Those who
choose to use face masks do
so at their own discretion.”
Students
experiencing
flu-like symptoms – which
include fever, sore throat,

RECRUITMENT
from p. 1
women who could not attend
recruitment were allowed to
have phone interviews with
each sorority.
“It was interesting be-

The GW Hatchet

NEWS
runny or stuffy nose, body
aches, headache, chills and
fatigue, according to the
CDC – are urged to stay in
their rooms until their fever
has subsided for at least 24
hours without the use of fever reducing medications.
Last Friday, a Cornell
University student died from
complications of the swine
flu, though SHS Director Isabel Goldenberg said symptoms of the swine flu are
generally mild and last only
three days.
Junior Mike Kelly said he
felt like he would get swine
flu when information about
the disease first surfaced.
“When it first came out,
I said that if anyone was going to swine flu, it would be

me,” he said. “My fears have
calmed down a little.”
Kelly said he has been
taking vitamin C and using
hand sanitizer.
Sophomore Madison Shaner said she was sick with the flu
and was disappointed with the
University’s response.
“They just told me to stay
in my room, which I had to
[do] from Wednesday to Sunday morning,” Shaner said.
“It sucked. My roommates
were scared.”
Shaner said the University did not give her prescription drugs and that she had
her doctor from home write
her a prescription.
The University cannot
confirm whether or not most
students have swine flu or

seasonal flu because public
health officials are not currently recommending laboratory tests, said Sarah Baldassaro, assistant vice president
for communications.
Freshman Marty Witkin
said due to preexisting medical conditions, he is taking
every precaution to ensure
he stays healthy.
"I wash my hands all the
time and have a big bottle of
hand sanitizer in my room,"
Witkin said. "I lather up every time I go back [to my
room]. I'm the cleanest, most
antibacterial person I know.
I'm diabetic, so if I get it, I'm
screwed."
– Lauren French, Michelle
Brown, and Alex Byers contributed to this report.

cause people think that recruitment is about the frills
and the looks and all that
sort of stuff, so it was nice
to just call people sometimes
and really just get to know
them by what they were saying,” Sutley said.
Other changes included

keeping all locations for preference night – the last event
before bids are given out – on
campus, Sutton said.
“We
completely
revamped parts of recruitment
from past years to make it
more Panhellenic-friendly.
All preference night loca-

tions were on campus this
year and it worked out
well,” Sutton said. “Chapters were very happy, and
all of the girls were on campus and within [University
Police Department] jurisdiction if anything were to happen.” u

ADMIN
from p. 1

president likes to work,” Jaschik
said. “But it is not surprising
that a new president would like
to structure things differently.”
Jaschik said that while
about half of the universities
with large medical centers like
GW have the top administrator of their medical school act
as provost, far more institutions
have their chief academic officer
serve with that title. Taking the
provost title from Williams and
giving it to Lehman’s replacement, then, is hardly unusual.
“It’s not as if he is creating
a combined provost and head
basketball coach position,” Jaschik said.
Chernak said most, if not
all, of the services his department currently provides will
continue, adding that the department will be more “finetuned.” After the new provost is
hired, Chernak’s new title will
include the areas of “student affairs, enrollment management,
and athletics.”
The idea to shift the departmental structure was not merely
a command from Knapp, Chernak said. A similar proposal was
first brought up in a two-year
self-study conducted by SASS
and presented to Knapp close
to the time when he took office,
Chernak said.
“We felt we could better capitalize on synergies between academic affairs and student affairs
that better mirror the way the
students actually go about their
GW careers,” Chernak said. He
mentioned some middle-ground
services such as developmental
needs, disability support services, educational living, special
academic advising, community
service, public service and career
development.
Chernak said he was excited to expand his portfolio
after more than 20 years at the
University. Knapp said Chernak will report to him as well
as directly to the new provost
and Chernak said he was comfortable with the impending
changes.
“What specific departments and duties will be in my
portfolio depends on when the
successful search concludes,”
Chernak said. “There are three
categories: academic, student
life and then the middle ground.
We will examine those possibilities more as the year evolves.”
Chernak added, “Honestly,

ROBBERY
from p. 1

The victim said her cell
phone was later recovered
after someone found it and
called one of her friends.
MPD Lt. Alesia Wheeler-Moore said in an e-mail
that police presence in the
area will increase. The incident prompted a D.C. Police
Alert e-mail, urging recipients to call 911 if they saw
the suspects.
Wheeler-Moore
said
at Wednesday's Advisory

you go through same cycles
after 21 years. This gives me a
chance to refresh and undertake
new challenges and opportunities. This may be the twilight of
my career, but I don’t just want
to go through the motions.”
The provost selection committee members include representatives from each of the
University’s schools, including
deans David Dolling and Michael Brown and Senior Vice
President and General Counsel Beth Nolan. The committee
will be chaired by Ilene Nagel,
the former vice chancellor University of California at Santa
Barbara, and will call on the
help of consulting firm Russell
Reynolds Associates for their
national search. Knapp said
both external and internal candidates will be considered.
In an interview shortly after
Lehman’s retirement was announced this summer, Knapp
said that since he frequently
travels for University business and has a wide variety of
responsibilities, there needs to
be a person who is more consistently on campus that helps
student affairs and academic
affairs coordinate. Before, both
SASS and Academic Affairs reported directly to Knapp.
“The provost is the one who
acts like the president when the
president is away,” Knapp said,
noting that he was often called
to act and help coordinate when
he was provost at John Hopkins
University.
In an interview this summer, Williams said he does not
view his new title as a demotion, and Knapp said Williams
would remain a key player and
part of the senior leadership.
“[The title change] doesn’t
bother me,” Williams said. “I’ll
have a chance to focus on my
main duties as vice president
for health affairs.”
Lehman said he is ready to
retire after 14 years as the University chief academic officer,
and noted the average time
nationally in his position is just
five years. The former physics
professor said he may have considered leaving earlier if was not
for the Science and Engineering
Complex and strategic plan.
“My work with the Science
and Engineering Complex strategic plan – that’s what’s kept
me in the business,” he said. Lehman will continue to serve as a
special adviser to Knapp on the
science and engineering project
until June of next year. u

Neighborhood Commission
meeting that the victim was
talking on her cell phone at
the time of the attack, and
Wheeler-Moore
advised
residents not to do so when
walking alone late at night.
University Police Chief
Dolores Stafford said that
the robbery was not reported to UPD, but to be
safe, students should avoid
walking alone at night and
utilize the University’s
4-RIDE service or a taxi after dark.

–Gabrielle Bluestone
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www.gwmarketplace.com

GWMarketplace

Natalie Hatchette, Classified Manager
Phone: (202) 994-7079
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(202) 994-1309
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Print ads begin at $10 for the first 25 words, and $.30 per word
beyond that.
All classifieds should be placed online. If you cannot access the internet, ads may be placed via email, fax or in person at our office. An
extra fee may apply.
The Hatchet accepts Visa, Mastercard, American Express and Discover,
as well as cash and check through our office.

alarm, separate entrance
through backyard, easy
parking. Available October
1. Contact AMMaechler@
gmail.com

Student
Housing
Great Affordable Newly
Renovated Basement
Studio in DC in Exchange
for Child School PickUp. $1,100/month, or as
low as $300/month in
exchange for 12-15 hours/
week after-school pickup/baby-sitting. 1/2 block
from 16th Street bus
line (stops 2 blocks from
GWU bookstore). Clean
driving record required,
own car preferable. Fully
furnished, WI-FI Internet
access, cable TV/VCR,
full kitchen, large bath/
shower, common W/D,

**Two-bedroom newlyremodeled condo in
Foggy Bottom. Walk to
campus! Available immediately! New carpet, new
paint, new bathrooms,
new HVAC, new washer/
dryer. Comes partially furnished with leather sofabed, big-screen TV, DVD,
microwave, etc. Security
desk. Call Josh @ 202-3095895.**

(202) 994-7079 | classifieds@gwhatchet.com

$1,475.00- 2 Bedroom/
All Utilities Included-Short
commute to The George
Washington University
Campus. Walking distance
to (Court House) Metrorail.
Also, minutes to Metrobus,
an easy commute on the
(3Y)-The rate includes
all utilities and parking.
Hardwood floors, gas cooking and close to shopping.
Nice spacious apartments in
a tranquil Courtyard setting.
Call- (703) 527-Website: fortstrong.com

services
Spring Break 2010. Sell
Trips, Earn Cash and
Go Free. Call for Group
Discounts. Best Prices
Guaranteed! Jamaica,
Cancun, Acapulco,
Bahamas, S. Padre, Florida.
800-648-4849 or www.
ststravel.com.
Skydive! One Day First
Jumps!
22 jumper airplane goes to
13,500' Gift
Certificates! www.skydiveorange.com (540) 943-6587

Jobs
Sales Assistant - Investment
research firm seeks assistant
to provide support to sales
team. Schedule appointments, confirm meetings,

prepare itineraries folders
and travel and expense
reports. Must have previous
office experience, computer
proficiency and be available 10-15 hours per week.
Position is available immediately. Pls. send resume
to dsilverstein@washingtonanalysis.com.
Looking to hire a student in the Department
of Speech and Hearing
Science to serve as a
part-time "shadow" or
facilitator for my son in
preschool. The school is
located a few blocks from
GW and the hours are flexible. Please contact (202)
403-7147 if interested.

Co-lead a classroom of
10-15 elementary school
students. Use federal work
study or volunteer while
gaining valuable teaching
and leadership skills. Make
a difference in the life of a
child and become a Heads
Up tutor! Email mney@headsup-dc.org for information.
Sitters Wanted.
$12+ per hour. Register free
for jobs near campus or
home.
www.student-sitters.com
Movie Extras, Actors,
Models Wanted - Up to
$300/day! All Looks Needed!
Call NOW 1-800-458-9303

The New York Times Syndication Sales Corporation
The 500
NewSeventh
York Times
Syndication
Sales
Corporation
Avenue,
New York,
N.Y.
10018
500 For
Seventh
Avenue,Call:
New1-800-972-3550
York, N.Y. 10018
Information
Information
Call: September
1-800-972-3550
ForFor
Release
Thursday,
17, 2009
For Release Tuesday, September 15, 2009
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Upcoming Games

Dan Greene
Sports Editor
dgreene@gwhatchet.com

H

Men's soccer shuts out Longwoood

WOMEN'S SOCCER
vs. UMBC

Baltimore, Md.
Friday, 7 p.m.

WOMEN'S VOLLEYBALL
vs. Ball State

Towson, Md.
Friday, 4:30 p.m.

vs. Penn

Towson, Md.
Saturday, 12:30 p.m.

vs. Towson

Towson, Md.
Saturday, 3:30 p.m.

MEN'S SOCCER
Georgetown Classic

Washington D.C.
Saturday and Sunday, all day

WOMEN'S TENNIS
Maryland Invitational

College Park, Md.
Saturday and Sunday, all day

Number crunch:
The number of career goals by men's
soccer
freshman
Seth Rudolph, who
scored for the first
time as a Colonial
in Wednesday's 4-0
win over Longwood. His goal was
also the first of the game.

1

Last Word:
“I really don't look at that
kind of stuff unless you guys
cover it.”

- Men's soccer
senior Andy Stadler on being
7th on GW's all-time points list

Chris gregory | hatchet photographer

Freshman goalkeeper Brendan Lafferty punches the ball away as senior Byron Walker (3) leaps to his aid and junior Marcus Ranney (20) looks on in Wednesday's 4-0
win over Longwood. Making his fourth start, Lafferty registered his second career shutout, though he needed to make just one save on the Lancers' 12 shots.

Colonials cruise to rebound win with four goals in second half
by Zach Friendly
Hatchet Reporter
For the GW men’s soccer team,
the score looked familiar, but the
outcome couldn’t have been more
different.
Looking to rebound after a
disappointing 4-0 loss over the
weekend to No. 11 California, the
Colonials put together their most
complete effort of the season, defeating Longwood by the same 4-0
score at the Mount Vernon Athletic
Complex Wednesday.
Senior Andy Stadler netted two
goals in the game – his fifth and
sixth of the season – and moved into
seventh place on the all-time points
list at GW (3-2-0), though he said his
place in Colonials history doesn’t
weigh heavily on his mind.
“I really don’t look at that kind
of stuff unless you guys cover it,” he
said.
Prior to Stadler’s continued
climb up GW’s career scoring list, a
new entry on the list was created: in

the 53rd minute, freshman Seth Rudolph scored his first career goal to
put the Colonials up for good after a
scoreless first half.
“It was a straightforward goal,
but it is just nice to finish off one of
those chances,” Rudolph said. The
Illinois native made the most of his
playing time, registering three shots
and leading a number of runs in the
second half.
“I was pleased with Rudolph to
get on the score sheet,” head coach
George Lidster said of Rudolph.
“He’s had many chances, and as a
freshman. When they just go wide,
it’s easy to lose confidence, but I
thought he played well today.”
Rudolph is one of a number of
Colonials outside the team’s usual
contributing core to have made a
positive impact early this season, a
fact that Lidster said is important
considering the lineup’s fluid nature.
“Nobody is a permanent starter
on this team, not even Andy Stadler,” Lidster said. “A lot of guys
have been jumped in and played

MEN's ROWING NAMES NEW HEAD COACH

Former Yale heavyweight freshman team coach Mark Davis has been tabbed as GW’s new men’s rowing coach, Senior
Associate Director of Athletics Mary Jo Warner announced this
week.
The position was left vacant after former head coach Greg
Myhr left to take the same position at the University of Pennsylvania. Myhr had headed GW’s program for the past four
years.
Davis led Yale’s freshman eight to a fourth-place finish at
the IRA Nationals in 2008. Before spending the last three years
at Yale, he spent three years as the head men’s rowing coach at
the University of California at San Diego.

great, like [junior Kory] Trott and
[freshman goalkeeper Brendan] Lafferty.”
After making a tremendous save
in the first half to keep the score level, Lafferty, making his fourth start
of the season, didn’t have to worry
much in the second half as GW’s defense kept the Lancers at bay. Longwood took eight shots after halftime,
but none were on target.
Lafferty said Wednesday’s wellrounded performance came at an
important time for the team.
“After the performance at Cal,
everyone was nervous coming in,
but after today, we’re a sound team
again,” he said.
Among the standouts on the
defensive side were seniors Byron
Walker and Nikolay Aleksandrov,
who shut down the right side of the
pitch and created perhaps the most
beautiful play of the day. Aleksandrov sent a cross over the defense
that landed right on the foot of
Stadler, and was knocked past the
goalie to put the team up 2-0.

“Me and Stad, we’re always
looking for each other,” Aleksandrov said. “I just saw him peel off
a bit, saw the space, and just played
it.”
Senior captain Mike Rollins also
scored for the Colonials while classmate Kyle Albrecht registered two
assists. Senior forward Erick PerezSegnini, who scored in last week’s
blowout win against the University
of D.C., was out with an undisclosed
illness, but Lidster said he should be
ready for Tuesday’s match at No. 20
Virginia.
The game will present another
opportunity for GW to try to assume the part of giant killer, a role
Aleksandrov said the Colonials will
be better equipped to play after the
bounce-back win.
“We really fixed everything that
went wrong against Cal, and stuck
together to keep it real tight,” Aleksandrov said. “It was a whole team
effort, and we can’t wait to take on
a ranked team and get it right this
time." u

Water polo to play in ecac championship

The GW men's water polo team will take part in the Eastern
College Athletic Conference championship tournament this weekend in Princeton, N.J., where they will be seeded eighth in the 10team field.
The Colonials will face ninth-seeded Harvard in Friday's
opening round of action, then play twice more, with their ensuing opponents and game times depending on their performance.
At last season's ECAC event, GW won their opening contest
against Iona before narrowly falling to Johns Hopkins and Bucknell in consecutive one-goal games.

- Dan Greene
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