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Is anyone listening?

Gelman
fails to
fundraise
for upgrade

Radio station struggles to
attract an audience
by Hadley Malcolm
Hatchet Reporter

by Rachel Barker
Hatchet Staff Writer
Planned large-scale renovations to Gelman Library’s first
floor are currently on hold because the library has only raised
$150,000 of the $5 million needed for the project, the University
librarian said this week.
The $5 million project will
be funded entirely by donations, but in the last six months
of fundraising, only $25,000 has
been raised, University Librarian Jack Siggins said.
“It’s at a standstill,” Siggins
said. “It’s been that way for
some time.”
The design for the full renovations includes several small
group study areas, large desks
with computers, and electronic
panels with campus news and
information.
Gelman is planning to use a
portion of that $150,000 already
raised for an “information commons,” Siggins said, to entice
donors to help bring the entire
remodel to fruition.
The information commons
will include a portion of the features the comprehensive remodeling project has, like personal
workstations, new software and
reconfigurable furniture.0
And while fundraising has

See GELMAN: Page 5
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Senior Greg Shapiro talks during a WRGW sports show, which he has hosted for three years. The station was recently nominated for an award, but employees say it is hard to tell if listeners are tuning in.

Neighborhood
group protests
FoBoGro hours
by gabrielle bluestone
Metro News Editor
The soon-to-open Foggy Bottom Grocery is
facing opposition from community members
who allege that its proposed late-night hours
are inappropriate, and the store’s planned
menu, which includes pizzas and sandwiches, is illegal under D.C. zoning laws.
The West End Citizens Association has
filed a letter of protest, saying the store’s proposed hours of operation – from 7 a.m. to 2
a.m. on weeknights and until 3 a.m. on weekends – will negatively affect residents living
in the area. The group is further alleging that
Kris Hart, a GW graduate and the owner of
the store, will be violating D.C. zoning orders
by serving prepared foods, which were not
served in the store prior to his ownership.
“That’s totally inappropriate in a residential zone, where we have high-rises of elderly
people whose quality of life would be severely
diminished,” said Barbara Kahlow, a member
of the WECA board. “He cannot have a delicatessen, he cannot serve pizza, he cannot have
homemade sandwiches.”
Hart, who also owns the on-campus Relaxed Day Spa, said the store had already
been licensed to operate as a deli before he
purchased it, and he obtained a certificate of
occupancy in August which lists the townhouse as a grocery store with a sandwich

See GROCERY: Page 5

Grammy award-winning
pop group Maroon 5 will perform at the Smith Center on
Nov. 13, Program Board announced Sunday afternoon.
Hip hop artist K’Naan
will also perform, said PB
Executive Vice Chair Wesley
Callahan. Student tickets will
cost $30 and go on sale Friday, Sept. 25 at 10 a.m. at the
Marvin Center Ticketmaster
Office.
Tickets must be purchased in person with a valid
GWorld card, and are limited to six tickets per student.
PB Chair Tiffany Meehan
declined to say how many
tickets would be available,
saying that information had
to come from Ticketmaster. A
call to the office Sunday evening was not returned.
The band will visit 11
universities on their national
“Back to School” tour, including Cornell University, Virginia Tech and the University
of Delaware, according to the
band’s Web site. PB began to
work with Maroon 5 in June
in order to bring the band to
campus, Meehan said.
Last year, PB hosted a
well-attended spring concert
with Jason Mraz and Ben
Folds.
“We’re really excited,
I mean last year when we
brought Jason Mraz and
Ben Folds we were just not
only excited about such a

Junior wins two
straight tennis
tournaments
Chris Kushma
took first place
this weekend at
the Georgetown
Classic.• Page 8

has been on the financial
stability of students and
their families. Despite the
fact the economy may be
on the upswing, families
are still feeling the lingering pain of the downturn.
To ease the financial
burden of a GW education,
Katz said the University
will continue to increase
the amount of money for
financial aid so it can help
families who have seen
a drop in their income or

SPORTS

"I would definitely like
to try to find a new,
innovative way
to make radio
relevant again."
Jamie Benson
WRGW broadcaster

Maroon 5
Friday, Nov. 13
TICKETS
$30
WHERE
Smith Center
TICKETS GO ON SALE
Friday, Sept. 25
PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY Francis Rivera | Hatchet photographer

great show but we were excited because we couldn’t
think of anyone that could
top it or that students could
be as excited about,” Meehan said. “So when we
found out Maroon 5 was
definitely going to come,
we were just so happy. The
little feedback we have gotten already from students
has been great.”
The group is best known
for their songs “This Love,”
“She Will Be Loved,” and
“Sunday Morning,” and
have sold more than 10 million albums in the United
States.
Meehan said PB will not
make a profit off of the show,
and that ticket prices are
similar at every school on the
tour.

–Emily Cahn

Administrators acknowledge recession is not over for many GW families
Even as U.S. Secretary of the Treasury Ben
Bernanke announced last
week that the recession is
likely over, University officials said they recognize
that many GW families are
not yet out of hot water.
Executive Vice President and Treasurer Lou
Katz said the largest impact of the recession at GW

See WRGW: Page 5

Program Board will host Maroon 5

Univ. pledges to continue aid levels
by Emily cahn
Campus News Editor

In an age of customizable
playlists and endless music
options offered by outlets like
iTunes and Pandora, students
who work at WRGW, GW’s
student-run radio station, say
the station faces a big question.
Is anyone listening?
The station – which
switched from the AM frequency to live Internet streaming in 1999 – broadcasts seven
days a week from 8 a.m. to
midnight, and boasts a total of
56 programs with names like
Funkadelic Freestyles, Political
Pulse, and Fluff on the Needle.
The station is currently celebrating its 80th year and just
received a “Woodie” nomination for best college radio station from MTVu.
Students who work there
say the station has a hard time
tracking its listenership, but all
indications are that few people
tune in. Andrew Feldman and
other student hosts and DJs
said instant messages, e-mails
and blog comments are the
only way they know if people
are tuning in.
“In some ways it’s disconcerting,” Feldman said. “So it’s
an honor when you get off the
air and have people comment,
because then you know it’s not
dead air.”

Still, staffers are turning to
new forms of social media to
promote their shows and get
more listeners in a digital and
social network era.
The Political Pulse show,
for example, has its own Facebook page, Twitter account
and Web site to keep listeners
up-to-date on upcoming guests
and topics of conversation.
“Using new media... is really adding to the prestige of
the show,” said Feldman, who
co-hosts the show.
Of course, for some diehards at WRGW, listenership
is only an added bonus to
working at the station. They
love DJing not because they
think people are listening, but
because it’s a creative outlet to
play new music and discuss
everything from sports and sex
to campus and national news.

who have lost their jobs.
“Even if the recession
turns around, I believe
next year is going to be a
tougher year for families
just because of the lingering impact,” Katz said.
“We’re planning as such
that next year is going to
be more difficult than this
year. We may or may not
be right, but that’s what
our plan is.”
Don Lindsey, the University’s chief investment

officer, said the end of the
recession for investors and
the end of the recession for
students and families are
two very different things.
“It’s very likely that
unemployment is going to
stay high for quite a while,
because even though we
may have positive growth
in the economy, it’s going to take a while before
business feels comfortable

OPINIONS

Rejecting Health Care Reform
Hatchet columnist Andrew Clark reviews why college
students should be wary of Obama's proposal. • Page 4

LIFE

First blind date
Did The Hatchet finally make a match? See if sparks flew
on the first blind date of the year. • Page 6

See RECESSION: Page 5
Questions after the
Rwanda genocide
An Elliott School
graduate
interviewed
more than 150
people in Rwanda
about 1994 killings.
• Page 3

More freshmen have committed alcohol-related offenses so far this year than
at this point last year, the head of Student Judicial Services said last week.

More freshmen cited
for alcohol violations
Nearly 20 have
been hospitalized
for intoxication
by Lara Gori and
Gabrielle bluestone
Hatchet Reporters
More freshmen have committed alcohol-related offenses
so far this year than had at this
point last year, but the head of
Student Judicial Services attributes the increase to a slightly
larger freshman class.
As of Thursday, 60 freshmen
have been addressed by SJS for
alcohol-related behavior, SJS
Director Tara Pereira said in an
e-mail. Last year only 42 freshmen had been addressed at this
point, but Pereira said the increase is about the same by percentage. A total of 100 students
from all grades have met with
or will soon meet with an administrator to discuss alcoholrelated offenses, Pereira said.
Students who face disciplinary action for alcohol-related offenses can receive punishments
that range from fines and alcohol education to suspension or
expulsion.
Those who are hospitalized for the first time must

NEWS

pay a $100 fine and meet with
a professional staff member. If
the student is underage, his or
her parents are notified. Pereira
said 17 freshmen have been
hospitalized this year.
Fourteen of the 17 students
hospitalized received medical
attention because another individual called EMeRG, something Pereira said her office
supported.
Many more males have been
cited for alcohol-related behaviors than females, Pereira said.
“For this current academic
year, the percentage of first year
male students vs. first year female students who have been
addressed for alcohol-related
behaviors is approximately 70
percent to 30 percent,” Pereira
said in an e-mail. She added that
over the course of the academic
year the ratio usually ends up at
60 percent to 40 percent.
Pereira also said the University received higher turnouts of parents and students
for alcohol-related information
sessions this year at Colonial
Inauguration. She said her office encourages students to attend events like the Center for
Alcohol and Drug Education’s
“Natural High” event series,
and also recommends communicating with GW Housing Programs staff about responsible
alcohol-related behaviors and
concerns. u

NEWS

Career Center adds new initiatives
In wake of poor job market, the Career Center is making new plans to help seniors get jobs. • Page 3

GWorld office to replace Marvin Center FedEx
University will remake GWorld office on fifth
floor into student space. • Page 2
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In Brief
GWorld office to move
to old FedEx location

GW plans to convert part of the
GWorld office on the Marvin Center’s
fifth floor into student space, Marvin
Center officials said last week.
The office, currently located next to
the Hippodrome, will move to the first
floor where the FedEx Kinkos store used
to be. The company’s contract with the
University expired on July 31, Marvin
Center Managing Director Michael Peller said.
Ethan Elser, chair of the Marvin
Center Governing Board, said the University plans to turn the fifth floor space
into a dance studio.
FedEx decided not to renew its contract because of “slow sales,” Elser said.
FedEx did not return requests for comment.
“The administration and FedEx decided that with the slow sales, it would
be better to open up space for students,”
Elser said. “We are happy the administration is listening to our needs for more
student space.”
Elser said the University hopes the
move will be completed by January
2010.
Ken Pimentel, managing director of
the GWorld program, said he is excited
about the upcoming move.
“Having the GWorld card office adjacent to Colonial Central will enhance
the convenience of our service to students,” Pimentel said. “The location
will also be more convenient for faculty
and staff.”
Students who need FedEx services
can go to the FedEx office location at
2020 K St.

- Lauren French

Corrections

In “Univ. launches search for provost”
(Sept. 17, p. 1) and “The picture-perfect
provost” (Sept. 17, p. 4), The Hatchet erroneously reported that Executive Vice
President for Academic Affairs Donald
Lehman will retire in December of this
year. He will officially retire next year, on
Dec. 31, 2010.
Also, The Hatchet incorrectly stated
that Ilene Nagel of Russell Reynolds Associates was chairwoman of the search
committee, based on information from a
University spokesperson. The chairman
of the search committee is Forrest Maltzman, a professor.

Anne wernikoff | assistant photo editor

Junior Josh Davis, center, perfects some moves during the Capital Funk audition held in the Marvin Center’s Continental Ballroom Sunday night.

Calendar
monday

CDs host David Plouffe
Hear from Barack Obama’s
former campaign manager
David Plouffe at the College Democrats’ kickoff
event.
Jack Morton Auditorium |
8 to 9:30 p.m.

TUESDAY
Women’s soccer vs.
American

Fall Film Series: Transformers

Cheer on the Colonials
as they take on local rival
American.

Watch a free showing of Transformers hosted by Program
Board. A GWorld gets you and a
friend in.

Mount Vernon Athletic
Complex | 4 to 6 p.m.

Marvin Center Amphitheater |
8 to 10 p.m.

Wednesday

Sick Around America: A Film
Screening and Panel Discussion
Learn about health care while
watching the GW premiere of Sick
Around America. Free snacks will be
provided.
Ross Hall | 4 to 6 p.m.

Multimedia
video

Inside WRGW
Amanda Lindner and Matt Rist
interview student broadcasters.

web extra

Voting rights
D.C. Vote teams up with MTV’s Real World
cast to raise awareness.

BLOG

International fundraising
Elliott School Dean Michael Brown travels
the globe to build alumni relations.
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Alum analyzes Rwandan genocide
Elliott School grad spent year in
country interviewing citizens
by Laurel Gerard
Hatchet Reporter

hatchet file photo

The Career Center hosts job fairs throughout the year, and expects
80 employers to attend their upcoming fair.

Career Center adds
new initiatives
Bad job market
prompts added
services
by Amanda Dick
Campus News Editor
Finding a job after graduation may prove to be difficult for the class of 2010,
but the GW Career Center
is launching new initiatives
to help seniors navigate the
tight market.
About 7 percent fewer
seniors will receive jobs than
did the class of 2009, according to a report published by
the National Association of
Colleges and Employers.
In addition, the unemployment rate for Americans
with a bachelor ’s degree
and higher has risen to 4.7
percent, according to statistics from the U.S. Department of Labor.
The Career Center, however, is looking to help GW
grads beat these statistics by
launching a new career research room, walk-in counseling, an “employer-in-residence” program and more.
Students who take advantage of the employer-inresidence program will meet
individually with job recruiters for résumé critiques
and mock interviews. Representatives from the Peace
Corps, the CIA and Teach
for America have committed to participating in these
sessions, the Career Center
said in a newsletter.
The newly renovated
career resource room will
allow students to walk in
for résumé consultation and
employment and career development advising at any
time.
“This is an educational
program (not a recruitment
program) designed to educate students on the employer perspective of the career
development process,” University spokeswoman Michelle Sherrard said in an email. “Students and alumni

will gain valuable feedback
and insights from recruiters
interested in contributing to
their success.”
According to the Career
Center, there are currently
91 positions available in
the on-campus recruiting
system, compared to more
than 130 last fall, but Career
Center Executive Director
Marva Gumbs Jennings said
she expects that number to
rise as the year continues.
"The Washington D.C.
market doesn’t fit into the
averages. There really is no
comparison, and the market
here is better,” Gumbs Jennings said.
The Career Center expects about 80 employers
will be at the fall Career
Fair Sept. 23. Last year 143
employers attended the Career Fair in the Smith Center, but it may be difficult to
compare this year ’s and last
year ’s numbers because of
the space limitations of the
Marvin Center ballrooms.
All attendees of the fall
Career Fair will have the opportunity to enter to win a
$500 student scholarship.
The scholarship will be
given in lieu of giving employers a gift for attending
the fair.
The Career Center is also
hosting industry expos for
the first time this year in the
communications,
international affairs, engineering,
and education and counseling fields.
Julie LeSuer, assistant director of employer partnerships, said many employers
are attending the industry
expos instead of the Career
Fair.
On-campus
recruiting
begins Monday, and the fall
recruiting season has been
extended to Dec. 15.
“Our goal is to expose
students
to
employers
through site visits, expos,
employers-in-residence
program,” Gumbs Jennings
said. “There is a mixture of
formal and informal events,
which are beneficial for students to understand what’s
out there and network.” u

MPD to focus on
Foggy Bottom Metro
Police will also
look at dangerous
intersection
by Ariel Feldman
Hatchet Reporter
The Metropolitan Police
Department is increasing efforts to curb assaults and robberies in the Foggy Bottom
area, MPD Lt. Alesia WheelerMoore said at a community
meeting last week.
MPD officers have been
focusing on Pennsylvania
Avenue between 21st and
26th streets and will pay extra attention to the Foggy
Bottom Metro station, where
suspects have been “getting
away,” Wheeler-Moore said
at the Advisory Neighborhood
Commission 2A meeting last
Wednesday.
Wheeler-Moore urged residents at the meeting to be
aware of their surroundings
and to avoid talking on their
cell phones when walking
alone late at night.
“I know someone may
call you, but it’s a safety thing
because you’re not aware
of your surroundings and
you have some kids coming
up there that’ll snatch your
phone,” Wheeler-Moore said.
“Talking on your phone and
walking, you don’t know
what’s going to happen.

Sometimes you don’t even
notice what’s beside you.”
Though there has only
been one robbery in September in the Police Service Area
207, where GW is located, 11
have been reported since May
1, several of which involved
assaults. University Police
Department Chief Dolores
Stafford said last month that
robberies tend to increase in
periods of warm weather,
around the holiday season
and when the economy is
down.
Police are also focusing
extra manpower on the stretch
of Virginia Avenue between
21st and 24th streets, where
crosswalks on both ends of an
underpass have created what
some residents have called an
unsafe situation.
Wheeler-Moore said a
traffic officer has been posted
on 24th Street during morning rush hours and that approximately 55 tickets have
been written for failure to
give right of way to pedestrians. A second officer will
be posted during the evening
rush hours, and the speedometer that has sat on 24th Street
will be moved to 21st Street,
near the International House
residence hall, where a woman was struck by a speeding
car in July.
The ANC also passed a
motion to contact the District
Department of Transportation to request a safety audit
for that stretch of Virginia Avenue. u
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Speaking
before
a
packed room in the Elliott
School Thursday night, a
recent alumnus tried to
answer why a historically
peaceful nation like Rwanda erupted into violence in
1994, leaving 20 percent of
its citizens dead.
Omar McDoom, who
received his master ’s degree from the Elliott School
of International Affairs,
spent a year interviewing
Hutus and Tutsis – the ethnic groups involved in the
genocide. McDoom said
he went to the continent to
learn how the killing began
and what drove the citizens
to continue to take lives. After interviewing 140 people
involved in the killings and
190 who were not involved,
McDoom said a combination of power, anger and
cultural preservation motivated the killings.
What separates Rwanda
from other genocides of the
21st century is the speed
with which violence overtook the country, he said.
Many Hutus began killing
immediately after the assassination of Rwandan
president Juvénal Habyarimana in April 1994, McDoom said.
“The violence broke out
after the assassination of

the Rwandan president,”
McDoom said. “Threefourths of the Tutsi minority was removed in 100
days.”
McDoom said Hutus developed an “in-group solidarity,” an outlook where
the demand for Hutu loyalty prevented people from
speaking out against the
violence directed at the
Tutsis.
“Some would go out and
kill Tutsis while at home
hiding Tutsi neighbors and
friends,” McDoom said, trying to explain the confused
mentality that overtook the
country. “There were not
many places these killings
weren’t happening.”
Rwanda differs from
other sub-Saharan African countries in ways that
could have contributed to
the quick escalation of violence, McDoom said.
“Rwanda is the most
densely populated country
in sub-Saharan Africa,” he
said. “[It has] only three
minorities groups that are
all relatively similar.”
During his speech, McDoom recounted his experiences interviewing prisoners who killed during
the genocide. The individuals had been in a Rwandan prison for almost eight
years.
“Some people were

Anne Wernikoff | Assistant photo editor

Elliott School of International Affairs alumnus Omar McDoom
spoke Thursday about his research on the Rwanda genocide.
anxious to talk,” he said.
“But no one would tell me
exactly what they did.”
In many of the interviews, prisoners told McDoom they participated
in the genocide because it
made them feel needed and
made them believe they
were protecting their fel-

low Hutus.
McDoom said one prisoner told him, “When I
killed I became important
and valuable.”
The event was hosted
by The Culture in Global
Affairs program, a part of
the Elliott School of International Affairs. u

West End buildings due for upgrades
Library, fire
station will get
facelift

"The community is not
necessarily opposed
to developing. They
just want to be
involved in
the process."

by Laura Lentin
Hatchet Reporter
The D.C. government is
searching for plans to redevelop an aging library and
a fire station serving the
Foggy Bottom community.
In July, Mayor Adrian
M. Fenty (D) announced
a request for proposals to
redevelop the West End
Neighborhood Library and
a fire station not far from
GW’s campus. The library
is more than 40 years old
and, through the Office of
the Deputy Mayor for Planning and Economic Development, will be redeveloped to have an updated
look and more modern resources.
“We want to give Foggy
Bottom a modern library
that’s appropriate for the
21st century. It’s old and in
bad shape. We just want it
to be a place that the community feels welcome because there are very few
people in the community
that use it,” said Asher Corson, a commissioner on the
Advisory
Neighborhood
Commission and the President of the Foggy Bottom
Association.
Community input has
been part of the development process in other projects around the neighborhood, and neighbors will
weigh in with these properties as they did with the
historic Stevens School on
21st and L streets and the
MPD Special Operations
Division at 23rd and L
streets.
“The community is not
necessarily opposed to de-

ASHER CORSON
ANC Commissioner

Zehi Friel | Hatchet photographer

The West End Library, which is slated for renovations, is located at
24th and L streets, just a few blocks north of campus.
veloping. They just want to
be involved in the process,”
Corson said.
Two years ago, the city
agreed to sell the library
and the fire station properties to a single developer
after the D.C. Council authorized it in emergency
legislation.
“The city gave this
away in the dark and the
neighborhood was upset
about that,” Corson said.
There were protests
from neighbors and eventually the deal was reversed.
Now the city has created a
competitive bidding pro-

cess for the developers
where the community can
have a say in the company
that is chosen to revamp
the properties.
Along with the new library, there may also be
ground-level retail shops
added to the property.
Currently there is an
online survey at www.
savefoggybottom.com that
is giving the community,
including GW students,
the chance to have their
voices heard. The survey is
intended to help neighborhood organizations redevelop the properties to suit

the community’s need.
“There is the possibility of a café, a bakery, or an
organic food store. I support all three of these ideas
and think they would all be
excellent choices,” Corson
said.
Angela Wright, a hospitality professional, said she
spends time at the library
before work and would like
to see a wider selection of
books and better Internet
service in the new library.
“Our tax dollars are being used for the library. The
Internet service is timed
and the quality is taken
away as a result,” Wright
said.
Another resident, Karl
Eiselsberg, said he was
pleased that the property
could be redeveloped.
“The state of the books
in this library need to be
improved,”
Eiselsberg
said.
The neighborhood retail
survey will be open until
Sept. 25, and the deadline
for developers to submit
proposals is Oct. 2.
“We’ve been getting a
really good response [from
the survey]. I think the
number is in the hundreds.
We’ve been advertising in
the local newspaper and on
our Web site as much as we
can,” Corson added. u

Constitution Day event draws 200
Event focuses on
famous speeches,
document
by jeff richards
Hatchet Reporter
A
quirky
requirement for receiving federal
funds – hosting a Constitution Day event – was celebrated with a reading of
the founding document,
historic speeches and ice
cream in Post Hall on the
Mount Vernon campus last
week.
About 200 people attended the event, which
featured free ice cream and
live readings of the Constitution, the Gettysburg Address, Martin Luther King’s
“I Have a Dream” speech,

and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.
Sept. 17 was officially recognized as Constitution
Day in 2004, and universities who receive federal
funds must celebrate the
holiday, said Jen Solt, associate director of Mount
Vernon Campus Life.
“The University has
celebrated
Constitution
Day since it was mandated, though this is only
the second year that we’ve
done so in the form of a
live reading and interactive fair," Solt said in an
e-mail.
University
Marshal
Jill Kasle, who teaches
about the Constitution as
a professor in the Honors
Program, said “the most
enjoyable part is actually
reading the Constitution.”
Members of Kasle’s
“Justice and the Legal Sys-

tem” class read the Preamble and attended most of
the event.
“I really liked the reading of the Gettysburg Address and the ‘I Have a
Dream’ speech, especially
because I came thinking
that they were just going
to read the Constitution,”
sophomore Josh Benjamin
said.
The sides of Post Hall
were lined with tables
that featured both student
and University organizations. The organizations
were presenting Constitution facts and information
about how the Constitution affects the various
groups.
Attendees had the option of completing a Constitution Day quiz in order
to be entered to win the
grand prize of two tickets
to see Colonials Weekend

"The most enjoyable
part is actually
reading the
Constitution."
Jill Kasle
University Marshal
headliner Jon Stewart.
“I wish more people
were interested in this,"
Solt said. "It’s a great
event, and I would love
to be able to get more students involved.”
The event was organized by Mount Vernon
Campus Life and University Events. u
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Staff Editorial

Rejecting
health care
reform
D

Kanye strikes again

Greek growth needs limit
In the past, GW could honestly advertise that it had a small and intimate Greekletter community that did not overwhelm
the school – a fundamental appeal for
many students. But in the past few years,
the accuracy of this statement has steadily
waned, as the number of organizations
has increased and more Colonials have
decided to go Greek.
The Hatchet reported last week that
this year’s sorority recruitment doled out
the most bids in GW history. While this record may have favorable consequences for
the Office of Greek Life, we worry that it
will bring about unintentional effects for
the GW community.
The issue lies in the extremely rapid
growth of Greek-letter organizations on
campus. GW is now home to more than 38
organizations – too many for a city-based
school that has been commended for its
smaller, more intimate Greek-letter presence. Moving forward, the Office of Greek
Life should better stagger the addition of
new organizations and keep the average
size of pledge classes from growing.
Logistically, GW cannot accommodate
the needs of such a fast-growing Greekletter community. Townhouses and other
resources are scarce, and this deficit leads
to intense competition for increasingly
unobtainable space. During recruitment,
hundreds of current and prospective sorority members pack into available rooms
in the Marvin Center for hours on end,
a logistical tour de force that will not be
possible if the community continues to expand at such a speed.
The appeal for many current sorority
and fraternity members was the less-thanoverwhelming atmosphere of GW’s organizations when compared to those of large
state schools. The Office of Greek Life must
now focus on finding equilibrium between
an increased interest in Greek-letter organizations and maintaining GW’s identity
as a school not overrun by them.

A shake-up in dining
Last week, the University began the
search for GW’s next provost. The new
employee will step into a position that reorganizes the University’s administrative
structure. Such shake-ups don’t always
result in tremendous changes for student
life, but now is a good time to consider a
logical change that could result in a substantive improvement in dining. Dining
services should now be put under the purview of Senior Vice President for Student
and Academic Support Services Robert
Chernak.
Currently, dining services is under the
authority of Executive Vice President and
Treasurer Lou Katz. We see little logic to
this administrative structure, as dining is
primarily a concern of student life, while
Katz’s role focuses more on the financial
well-being of GW. Katz has done an excellent job keeping GW relatively strong
throughout the recession. Yet, despite a
loud chorus, the complaints over dining
continue to fall on deaf ears, with little
substantive change being made over the
past few years.
Dining services would be better administered by a person focused on student
life. Chernak has proven to be an effective
and, most importantly, receptive leader
on such issues. Of course, GW should not
necessarily wait for the new provost to be
hired to make the switch. The change is
long overdue, considering the perennial
concerns over student dining. An administrator who is focused on student life will
be better equipped to resolve those issues.
Some argue that students will never
stop complaining about dining, and pushing for dining reform will never produce
results. This apathetic argument is a result
of years of effectively ignored dissent. In
place of looking for solutions, people have
begun to make excuses. Dining reform is
possible. Placing it under the authority
of an administrator concerned primarily
with student life will likely lead to a tangible change in our dining options.

Quotable
“The best part is being able to have
my own show where I can expose the
public to new and exciting types of music
that they otherwise wouldn’t hear.”
Chris Colley, director of WRGW's music
department, on the benefits of working
at the station

by Sara Fischer

on’t listen to what the pundits say
about our generation; as a college student, you should be the first in line to
oppose President Obama’s health care plan.
On the surface, it may seem like the
Democrats’ plan will be a boon for our generation. Cheap insurance? Good benefits?
We should be clamoring for it! What are we
waiting for? Well, upon closer examination
of the bill, it turns out that H.R. 3200 and the
other alternatives are not good deals for us
at all.
According to a 2007 U.S. Census report,
our age bracket of 18-24 has the highest uninsured rate among any age group, about 29
percent. This is largely because we feel we

Andrew Clark
Columnist

First lady's community
service is agenda-driven

H

ysterics have never been alien to American politics. Between the temperance
movement, student protests in the
1960s, doubts of President Bush’s legitimacy,
and the present paranoia, there have always
been in our public discourse those who have
abandoned the politics of prudence to engage
in ideological shouting matches. We emphatically reject the accusation that GW’s Young
Travis Korson
America’s Foundation
can be categorized as
President, GW
a group of “noisemakers” who serve as a catYoung America's
alyst for that hysteria.
Foundation
Another false accusation that has been
levied against YAF
and other conservatives on campus is that we
view politics as the fountainhead of one’s personal philosophy. Conservatism is a philosophy opposed to the notion that politics should
dominate thinking. Attacking us as ideologues
or partisans is nothing but an easy way to circumvent the issues we are trying to raise about
the first lady’s promise to speak at Commencement should the GW community complete
100,000 hours of community service.
GW YAF never has been and never will
be against community service. Our organization applauds the efforts of those who recently
assembled the 7,500 care packages for soldiers
during a day of service. The issue we raise is
solely with the service-for-speech initiative, and
the implications behind it. Community service
is being conducted not for its own sake, but in
support of a political agenda. What makes Mrs.
Obama’s pledge different from President Reagan’s call to service, or the initiatives of Barbara
and Laura Bush, is its direct connection to politics. “Organizing for America,” which emerged
from the remnants of President Obama’s presidential campaign, has been used as a vehicle
to call for community service in support of his
health care initiatives. Now community service
is linked to a goal of bringing yet another liberal Commencement speaker to campus. The
Day of Service conducted by the University
was a great program up until the focus shifted
from benefiting the community to the choice of
graduation speaker.
Our organization takes issue specifically
with Senior Vice President for Student and
Academic Support Services Robert Chernak’s
mandate that “all students will have their com-

munity service hours counted,” ignoring students’ freedom to choose and implying that
GW is some sort of command economy where
the administration can bend service to its will.
This statement makes the argument against
false volunteering for us – if the University is
not using the façade of service to achieve a political goal, why make such a demand? Why
not give students the
option to have their
hours count towards
Joe Naron
Mrs. Obama’s goal?
Students are still afDirector of Press forded freedom of
choice and association, something that
should not stop at
the Commencement
speaker.
We believe GW should reject Michelle
Obama’s offer to speak. The false volunteerism of the pledge is endemic to the lack of
intellectual diversity amongst recent Commencement speakers; one has to go back to
2006 when the Bushes spoke, and then into
the 1990s to find speakers with conservative
views. This lack of balance is something this
organization persistently attempts to counter and why we have asked the University to
consider other options when deciding on the
choice of speaker.
YAF’s role on campus is not one supporting a particular party or exacerbating the bipolar and uncompromising divide in our politics. We are an organization of ideas, guided
by a philosophy that seeks to minimize the
role of politics in our daily lives. By associating community service with politics, doubt is
cast upon the intentions of those serving and
degrades volunteering to the point of whether
or not a certain number of hours can be obtained. Community service cannot be quantitatively measured in hours, and should not be
seen as a means to a high-profile graduation
speaker. Service can only be measured by the
enrichment of the lives of others, and the joy
that is felt when we take time to make our society better. Disagreeing with the pledge is not
a matter of politics to us, but it is an issue of
preserving the meaning of service, an act that
remains free of any consideration beyond that
of how a community can be improved.
-The writers, Travis Korson and Joe Naron,
are the president and director of press for GW
Young America's Foundation, respectively.

Letter to the Editor
A deficit of student
debt coverage

As I picked up a copy of
The Hatchet last Monday, I
was struck by the page one
article on the high amount
of debt carried by GW students. Thinking that this is
a big and important story, I
flipped back to the opinions
section to see what was being
said about the issue. However, I found not a single opinion piece on student debt.
Instead, the vast majority of
the editorial page was taken
up by dueling views on gay
marriage.
Don’t get me wrong, gay

marriage is an issue of national importance. But The
Hatchet is a student newspaper, charged to “serve the
George Washington Community.” Are we really better served when The Hatchet
wastes space with student
views on national issues
rather than issues that affect
every graduate of GW?
Logan Dobson, a junior
majoring in political science, is
a Student Association senator
(CCAS-U).

Wanna be heard?
letters@gwhatchet.com

Helping the curve

In "Dependent on dealers
for grades" (Sept. 17, p. 4), Evan
Schwartz is wrong that Ritalin
and Adderall increase students’
GPAs. From my observations
after three years at GW, methylphenidate abusers are procrastinators who cram the night
before an exam. High-achieving
students, on the other hand,
manage their time well, keep
up with the reading, and go to
class. So no, I don’t feel cheated
when a classmate takes a concentration pill; I’m thankful that
he or she is helping the curve.
-Zachary Baum is a senior
majoring in history.

simply don’t need
it. We see ourselves as generally healthy,
rarely go to the hospital and only get yearly
checkups from doctors. We’d rather take the
risk of out-of-pocket expenses for those visits
than pay for costly insurance. For instance,
according to the National Center for Policy
Analysis, the average annual cost of insurance for a healthy 25-year-old male in the
state of New Jersey is $5,880.
Of course, we can probably agree that
it is logical for everyone to have some sort
of health insurance – catastrophic coverage,
for instance, covers only the worst accidents
and resulting health care costs – and that the
Democrats’ plan to mandate that everyone
buy insurance can’t be that bad.
Consider, however, that under the plan
you won’t be able to buy just catastrophic coverage. The Democrats’ plan requires every insurance policy to cover specific benefits. H.R.
3200 would mandate that we buy insurance
that covers, among other things, maternity
care, substance abuse services and rehabilitation. The resolution also creates a government board that can require other mandates
as it sees fit. Recent history has shown us that
medical lobbyists descend on these boards
like moths to the flame and press for mandating a Pandora’s box of services.
This will only lead to higher costs and a
mandate that our generation buy things we
don’t want. I don’t want to buy coverage for
services the government thinks I need, only
services I think I need.
The situation in New Jersey, the home
of many GW students, is especially interesting. New Jersey has some of the highest insurance costs in the country because of the
state’s ridiculous coverage mandates. The
same plan that costs $5,880 in New Jersey
can be bought for $960 in Kentucky, a lowregulation state. Mind you, Democrats don’t
want us to be able to buy insurance across
state lines.
For those of you who aren’t from N.J.,
Democrats want to do to the rest of us what
they’ve done to New Jersey. As the Wall
Street Journal commented last year, “the
goal of public policy shouldn’t be to cover
every medical procedure or doctor’s visit,
but to prevent families from catastrophic
expenses due to a health problem that is no
fault of their own.”
So, if the Democrats plan won’t lower
costs in this regard or provide us with the insurance we actually need, why are we supporting it?
When we factor in the price of this plan
that won’t give us cheap health care, or even
the health insurance we want or need, the
deal looks even less attractive. According to
the Congressional Budget Office, the plan
will cost an estimated $1 trillion, adding
$239 billion to the deficit. The actual burden
on the deficit will probably be far greater, as
any number of government health programs
have always exceeded their cost expectations. The exploding deficit will either mean
higher taxes on us all – simply taxing the rich
will not cover it – or an inflation-spiraling
economy that will fail to provide us jobs for
the next several years. What if the government had to cut funding for student loans
in order to pay for health care? Would it be
worth it then?
So next time you see the Democrats on
TV, consider that Obama is offering us the
following deal: in exchange for higher taxes
and higher costs of health care, I’ll make you
buy health insurance that won’t cover things
you need and it will still be expensive!
Yeah, it doesn’t sound like a good deal to
me, either. So when the time comes to get the
Obamacare booster shot, just say no thanks,
doc.
-The writer, a junior majoring in political communication, is a Hatchet columnist and a member
of the College Republicans executive board.

Alex Byers, editor in chief
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GROCERY
from p. 1
shop. Hart, who is also a
board member of the WECA,
said he was surprised by the
protest.
“I’ve been a member of
that group for a long time,
we haven’t had a membership meeting in six months.
It’s not a very active group
and I’m on the board, so
I’d know,” Hart said, while
stressing that he wants to
work with any community
member who expresses
concerns about the store.
“What’s frustrating is the
majority of the members on
that board don’t live within
five blocks of the business,
several of them don’t live
in the West End and one of
them is my main competitor. I have this group that’s
coming at me that’s not representing the interests of the
neighborhood.”
Hart will also appear
before the Alcoholic Beverage Control board Monday
to transfer the existing alcohol license that he inherited
with the store, and WECA
members said they will protest the hearing.
“We’ll see, it’s not up to
me, it’s not up to the West
End, it’s up to the city government and I’m going to
do everything I can to make
sure that we can work with
them to make this work
out,” Hart said.
The issue was brought
before the Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2A
last Wednesday, but the
meeting ended without a
conclusion because of time
limitations. Commissioners
said they may call a special meeting to discuss the
issue, but commissioner
Asher Corson, a GW graduate, said the deadline for the
ANC to protest the liquor
license had passed.
“I think we’re going to
bring it back at a later meeting and try to actually negotiate a voluntary agreement
with him where we can all
agree on his operating hours
and procedures, but, truthfully, I’m hopeful because
I think Kris means well,

RECESSION
from p. 1
hiring back employees,”
Lindsey said.
While the University’s
stock may grow, students
and their families may still
have trouble paying for an
education, he said.
Last year, the University
announced they would allocate an additional $10 million toward financial aid to
ensure a GW education was
still in reach.
This initiative will continue to increase over the
next five years, Katz said,
adding that students who
have received funds from
the University will continue
to receive funding as long
as they remain enrolled.
According to the University’s budget for the 2009-2010
school year, the cost of GW’s
push to maintain affordability
will be between $24 million
and $47 million over the next
four to six years.
“When we came up with
our financial aid plan, we
talked about it being for
a four- to six-year period,
and the reason why there
was the range in there [was
for a few reasons],” Katz
said. “First thing, when we
award financial aid to un-

and I think he’s willing to
do the right things to make
sure that the neighborhood
is properly taken care of,”
Corson said.
Hart said that despite the
opposition from WECA, he
has received positive feedback from residents who
live around the store. He
has been on campus gathering signatures and talking
to students and community
members, receiving what he
characterized as “great feedback.” Hart said he obtained
signatures of support from
residents of townhouses
on F Street, South Hall and
Guthridge Hall.
“Between the neighbors
and the students and the
professionals who work in
the area, we’ve had very few
who have voiced concerns
about what we’re doing with
Foggy Bottom Grocery,”
Hart said. “The overwhelming majority, I mean over
90 percent, are just excited
that we’re taking a building
that was falling into complete disrepair and putting
hundreds of thousands of
dollars into making it something that once again we can
be proud of.”
Corson, who is also the
president of the Foggy Bottom
Association, another community group, said he hopes the
management and the community can compromise.
“I understand that there
are neighbors that are near
there and those neighbors
need to be protected and
taken care of, but the truth
is that there’s a real dearth
of late-night food options on
campus, and that was something that I experienced
when I was a student,” Corson said. “It’s incredibly
frustrating and part of the
problem is that a lot of kids
travel throughout the neighborhood, passing through
neighborhood streets on
their way to other places to
get food because there is no
food right on campus, and
that, in a lot of ways, ends
up disturbing the neighborhood even more. So I’m
hopeful that we can work
something out on Foggy
Bottom Grocery so that everyone can be satisfied.” u

dergrads, it can go up, it
can’t go down during your
four years at the institution.
And, whether it’s four years
or six years we’re looking
at, it’s dependent upon how
soon things actually improve in the economy.”
GW also announced last
year it was increasing its
goal of fundraising for financial aid from $10 million
to $40 million. For the first
year of that goal, the University set out to raise $14
million.
“We did raise $12 million, which was a 20 percent increase over the prior
year ’s average,” Katz said.
“That in itself is good and,
considering the market
we’re in, we think that’s extremely good.”
While Katz said the
University is committed to
helping students pay for a
GW education, he said not
every student can have every problem solved.
“Even though we are really addressing this, there
are limitations on funds
too,” Katz said. “We’re not
trying to say we can solve
every single problem, but
we are trying to solve a majority of the problems and
I think you are seeing that,
because we have a very
large and robust undergraduate population.” u

Read it all online...

www.gwhatchet.com

WRGW
from p. 1

“The best part is being
able to have my own show
where I can expose the
public to new and exciting
types of music that they
otherwise wouldn’t hear,”
Chris Colley, director of
the station’s music department, said.
Colley added, “I always
have 15 to 20 friends listening and anyone random is
just an extra bonus.”
While Nomi Kaplan,

GELMAN
from p. 1
been difficult, library administrators said they will continue
to try to raise money for the
project.
“We have been focusing
our fundraising efforts on seeking major gifts, which will most
quickly allow us to get started
with the renovation. At the
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the station’s general manager, said that broadcasting online and using social
media tools makes it easier
than ever before to pay attention to WRGW, several
students interviewed on
campus say the station’s
online-only status is more
of an inconvenience.
“You have to go out of
your way [to listen],” freshman Tyler Watts said. “All
my radio back home came
from being in my car.”
Another student questioned the value of radio
programming.

“People want to pick
what they want to listen
to,” junior Simone Freeman said. “Not have other
people pick it for them.”
Those involved with the
station say they are facing
the challenge of creating
relevant programming for
students who are constantly attached to those ubiquitous white ear phones and
living in an era dominated
by TV and streaming Internet.
“I would definitely like
to try to find a new innovative way to make radio rel-

evant again,” junior Jamie
Benson, director of the station’s hip-hop department
and host of Funkadelic
Freestyles, said.
Listeners or no listeners, student hosts say they
will continue to share their
passions over the airwaves,
proving that creativity and
a desire to communicate
and relate to your peers
never goes out of style.
“Radio is a blast,” Feldman said. “It doesn’t have
to be a job; it can be a hobby,
a place to meet friends, and
it can last a lifetime.” u

same time we are very pleased
when we receive smaller donations,” Susan Hyatt, the development director for the library,
said in an e-mail.
Hyatt said the library has
worked with the Parents Campaign, a fundraising drive that
focuses on GW parents, to promote the project and has publicized animation of the completed first floor renovations to
attract potential donors.
The University, which

Siggins said is focused on
other priorities, is not providing funding for the first floor
renovations, but several other
library renovations with different sources of funding will
proceed.
Siggins said Gelman has
received “separate funding
from the University to improve wireless connectivity on the first floor,” which
will take place over winter
break.

Remodeling of the seventh
floor and construction of a research center dedicated to labor unions, an unrelated project funded by the International
Brotherhood of Teamsters, is
scheduled to be finished by the
summer.
Additionally,
nearly
500 outlets were installed in
Gelman over the summer, The
Hatchet reported last month.
That project was funded by the
University, Siggins said. u

Life

Hadas Gold
Life Editor
hgold@gwhatchet.com
September 21, 2009 w Page 6

This week in
GW HIstory:

You should know about...

Max McGowen
Contributing Life Editor
mmcgowen@gwhatchet.com

23 Years Ago...
One of the last cities
to do so, D.C. raises
the drinking age to 21.

Miranda Green
Contributing Life Editor
mgreen@gwhatchet.com

49 Years Ago...
University residence
halls have no space open
for incoming students.

H

79 Years Ago...
The IFC initiates new rush
rules, which include starting with a dollar dance.

We're starting a new Hatchet column focused on info
that might just make your life at GW a little easier

Cheap and comfortable BoltBus gets you around the Northeast

Uloop, an online market
just for college students

by Alex Markoff	
Hatchet Reporter

by Jade Polay
Hatchet Reporter

Everyone loves a getaway or
quick trip home and, for those GW
students who live in the Northeast
corridor, an Amtrak train ticket is
often the preferred method of travel. But an Amtrak ticket often costs
as much as an airplane ticket, and
with more than double the travel
time. So what does a cash-strapped
GW student trying to survive in the
tough economic climate do to get
home?
Connecting D.C., Philadelphia,
Baltimore, Boston, and New York
City, the BoltBus offers a low-cost
transportation option for those willing to forgo some time in exchange
for some of the cheapest transportation around. One-way fares typically
run in the $20 range on weekends
and are even cheaper on weekdays.
Depending on how far in advance a
reservation is made, travelers may be
able to score a seat for as low as $1.
Financially starving students,
rejoice! BoltBus is famous for the
coveted $1 seat, claiming that each
voyage will contain at least one. A
search on BoltBus.com for a trip on
Oct. 13 resulted in seven $1 fares
being offered on a day with 17 departures.
The bus leaves D.C. from the corner of 10th and H streets in Northwest D.C. and lets travelers off at
multiple stops in New York. Riders
must decide in advance which stop
in New York they prefer, as different
buses go to different destinations in

Sick of room swap and dealing
with the University for housing?
Need a cheap couch but don’t know
where to get one? Want to buy a
textbook but don’t want to pay GW
bookstore prices? Now you can find
all of these thing at the same place.
Uloop.com is a newly launched
Web site that is a network of online
college classifieds and marketplaces,
where "hundreds of thousands of college students nationwide ... buy, sell,
promote and trade with classmates,”
according to the Web site.
The Craigslist-style site, which
launched in January 2007 at the University of California at Santa Barbara, functions as an online resource
for college students looking for anything from used textbooks and jobs
to a free ride home for breaks. There
are unique Uloop pages offered at
hundreds of universities across the
country and GW is now one of them.
Registered users with a valid college
e-mail address can connect and interact with their fellow classmates,
as well as research and explore local
neighborhood and on-campus job
opportunities and internships. Users are even able to search for roommates online and find apartment listings near campus.
The GW-based Uloop site is
set up very much like its Craigslist counterpart – bare-boned. But
Uloop provides a smaller community by keeping it to the college-only
crowd. u

Hatchet File Photo

Travelers prepare to board a BoltBus bound for New York City. The BoltBus is one of
several affordable options for students looking for alternatives to Amtrak.
the same city.
On the buses riders can utilize
the free wireless Internet and flat
screen TVs, all while stretching enjoying the extra leg room.
The journey to New York takes
about four hours, approximately
an hour longer than the trip on the
train. Of course, unlike Amtrak,
BoltBus is at the mercy of traffic.
Other companies offer a similar
transportation option, including
DC2NY, Megabus, and Chinatown

GW BlindDate: Two seniors ace the date
DaterBios
Name: Katrina Burkgren
Year: Senior
Age: 21
Hometown: Groton, New York
Major: International affairs
Name: Taylor Anderson
Year: Senior
Age: 22
Hometown: Concord, Massachusetts
Major: Economics; double minor in business and French

What do you look for in a
person?
KATRINA: Someone who's
both genuine and nice, enjoys
sports and outdoor activities,
and has a good head on his
shoulders.
TAYLOR: I have to enjoy
spending time with the person. Similar interests are a
plus, but not a necessity –
sometimes too many similarities can be a bad thing.

What is your ideal first date?
KATRINA: My ideal first
date is something very active
and adventurous, like a walk
around the city. I want to be
able to get to know the person
and what they’re really like.
TAYLOR: Definitely dinner
and a walk, with lots of conversation. It’s important to
have compatibility in terms of
personality.

What are your interests?
KATRINA: Volunteering and
sports – my favorites are basketball, baseball and soccer.
As a matter of fact, I used to
play Division 1 soccer!
TAYLOR: I play golf and enjoy walking. I love to read,
travel and cook (especially
Indian food, so Taj of India was a great restaurant
choice!)

Bus. Sophomore Daniel Mizrachi insists that everyone still has to Bolt.
“The BoltBus is probably the
most comfortable of all the buses,” he said. “When I know there’s
not going to be that much traffic,
it’s worth paying a fraction of the
(train) price to get home for the
weekend.”
And with the chance for travelers to earn a free one-way trip after
taking four round trips with Bolt,
being frugal is easy. u

A blind date may not turn into a relationship, but it can lead to the beginning of a great friendship. For first-time
blind daters Katrina Burkgren and Taylor Anderson, their evening turned out surprisingly well. Over dinner at Taj
of India in Georgetown, the pair realized that they had a strong platonic, if not romantic, bond.

Katrina

Taylor

I had never been on a
blind date before, so it was
pretty interesting. When I
walked into Taj of India in
Georgetown, I felt kind of
awkward giving my name
for the reservation and not
knowing whom I was meeting. Once I was seated, we
began conversing and got
along really well! Plus, the
food was delicious!
I had seen him around
campus before but we've
never actually met, so it was
nice to have that opportunity. He was very easy to talk
to and we had some similar
interests. Also, he was such
a gentleman – he opened all
the doors for me and even
paid for my ice cream at
Cone E. Island after dinner.
It was not something one
would expect from the average college guy!

This was my first blind
date, so I was worried
about how things would
turn out. Surprisingly, it
was really nice, and Katrina had a great personality. She was very easy
to talk to and was really
fun. Our evening wasn’t
awkward at all, which was
great since we had never
met before.
We talked a lot about
our interest in traveling,
and our experiences at
GW, of course. We had
some similarities in that
we both like trying new
things, exercising and being adventurous in general. I was skeptical about
the type of girl I would be
set up with, so it was nice
that I was able to meet
someone with whom I got
along well.

Interested in being set up on a blind date
with another GW student?
E-mail features@gwhatchet.com

ANNE WERNIKOFF | ASSISTANT PHOTO EDITOR

I would have to give our
date an A. He is a very ambitious guy with a lot of great
qualities, was awesome company, but there was no romantic chemistry. Although
he has a great head on his
shoulders and was extremely
chivalrous, I couldn’t see us
being more than just friends.

Let's talk
about

SEX

Somewhere in
the middle

I’m writing this from an
airplane, on my way to a crosscountry booty call. Well, not
exactly, but it sounds better
than saying, “I’m going home
to visit my best friend who’s
not just a friend but not my
boyfriend and we’ll probably
end up sleeping together.”

Layla
Sex columnist
I’m not really sure how
we define our relationship,
but I sure don’t get texts from
anyone else saying, “Come
over, I’m laying in bed naked
waiting for you.” We’ll call
him “007” because he has the
uncanny ability of getting
girls (me) to fall into bed with
him, even if they know they
shouldn’t.
For the past two years, every time we are both home and
single, 007 and I end up hooking up. And yet, even as we
are curled up in bed together,
neither of us ever broaches the
subject of turning it into something more. It’s definitely not
out of convenience, or because

I’m looking for something
bigger or better. Unlike guys
I’ve slept with in the past, 007
is more than enough man for
me. Let’s just say that making trips home is immensely
satisfying.
I’ll admit, our relationship
as best friends is a little unorthodox. I dated one of my
best friends last semester and
our friendship sank fast. But
007 and I seem to just take it
in stride, usually while in bed.
Any potential awkwardness
seems to fade away with the
feeling of 007’s hands on my
skin, pulling me in for a mindblowing, we-are-so-not-justfriends hello.
Yes, it sometimes gets
weird when he reminds me
that he knows where every
birthmark on my body is
(I have a few interestingly
placed ones). Or when his
housemates know me as his
“friend,” but can more than
guess that we aren’t just
watching movies in his bedroom. "Watching" Superbad
doesn’t normally mean getting my head smacked into
the closet door because 007
picked me up, swung me
around and got a little too excited in the process.
In fact, our relationship
seems to have improved as
it’s gotten more physical.
Who else am I going to call
when deciding which pair of
fuck-me underwear to wear
on a date? Bright yellow
thong versus pink and black
lacey panties is an important
decision, and 007 is the only

ANNE WERNIKOFF | ASSISTANT PHOTO EDITOR

Our date was definitely an A. I had a great
time and would love to
hang out with her again
on a friendly basis. She is
certainly not the typical
GW girl. I enjoyed being in
her company, so spending
time with her again would
be a lot of fun.

- Erin Cunningham

person who has seen and
taken both pairs off who I can
still consult about such matters. Granted, it leads to some
interesting texts during said
dates like, “So about that underwear... can I take it off for
you instead?” But I’d be lying
if I said it didn’t make the next
time we see each other that
much more interesting.
This definitely isn’t a typical friends-with-benefits situation. I will be the first to say
that I don’t believe in friends
with benefits - either you’re
friends, you’re fucking, or
you’re dating. My relationship
with 007 falls somewhere in the
middle, which breaks all of my
rules, but there is definitely an
emotional connection between
us as well. The reason I think
friends with benefits never
works is because someone always inevitably gets attached,
and confessing those emotions
ruins friendships. We’re both
attached, we both know it, and
yet we both pretend there’s
nothing wrong with being best
friends by day, lovers by night,
and being happy for the other
when one of us is seeing someone.
One day, this is probably
going to end in heartbreak. Or
as my little sister likes to say,
“I just know you two are going to get married.” That’d be
fine with me, because I know
we wouldn’t have a sexless
marriage. As 007 says, “I’m
going to keep having sex until
my penis falls off.”
For now, I’m just enjoying
the ride. u
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Phone: (202) 994-7079
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Meditation
Free workshop with
Ashirvad Zaiantchick
Tuesday Sept 29 and
Wednesday Sept 30,
7:30-9:30 pm @ Bethesda
Metro. Info:www.meditationwashington.org
Reserve your seat 202452-5954

Email: classifieds@gwhatchet.com
Web: www.gwmarketplace.com
GW Hatchet classifieds are now The GW Marketplace.
Online classfied ads are available FREE to all GW students and faculty.
Non-GW clients pay a small fee for online posting.

Jobs

Print ads begin at $10 for the first 25 words, and $.30 per word
beyond that.

Sales Assistant Investment research firm
seeks assistant to provide
support to sales team.
Schedule appointments,
prepare itineraries folders
and travel and expense
reports. Must have previous office experience,
computer proficiency and
be available 10-15 hours
per week. Position is available immediately. Pls.
send resume to dsilverstein@washingtonanalysis.
com. $12 hour.

All classifieds should be placed online. If you cannot access the internet, ads may be placed via email, fax or in person at our office. An
extra fee may apply.
The Hatchet accepts Visa, Mastercard, American Express and Discover,
as well as cash and check through our office.

Student
Housing

services
Spring Break 2010. Sell
Trips, Earn Cash and
Go Free. Call for Group
Discounts. Best Prices
Guaranteed! Jamaica,
Cancun, Acapulco,
Bahamas, S. Padre,
Florida. 800-648-4849 or
www.ststravel.com.

$1,475.00- 2 Bedroom/
All Utilities Included-Short
commute to The George
Washington University
Campus. Walking distance to (Court House)
Metrorail. Also, minutes to
Metrobus, an easy commute on the (3Y)-The rate
includes all utilities and
parking. Hardwood floors,
gas cooking and close to
shopping. Nice spacious
apartments in a tranquil
Courtyard setting. Call(703) 527-1991 Website:
fortstrong.com

Sitters Wanted.
$12+ per hour. Register
free
for jobs near campus or
home.
www.student-sitters.com

Skydive! One Day First
Jumps!
22 jumper airplane goes to
13,500' Gift
Certificates! www.skydiveorange.com (540) 9436587

Movie Extras, Actors,
Models Wanted - Up
to $300/day! All Looks
Needed! Call NOW 1-800458-9303

The New York Times Syndication Sales Corporation
The 500
NewSeventh
York Times
Syndication
Sales
Corporation
Avenue,
New York,
N.Y.
10018
500 For
Seventh
Avenue,Call:
New1-800-972-3550
York, N.Y. 10018
Information
For
Information
Call:September
1-800-972-3550
For
Release
Monday,
21, 2009
For Release Friday, September 18, 2009
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in brief
Water polo finishes eighth
at ECAC Championships
The GW men's water polo team
went 2-3 at the Eastern College
Athletic Conference Championships in Princeton, N.J. this weekend, finishing eighth among the
event's 10 teams.
Freshman goalkeeper Cameron
Illes tied a GW record with 19 saves
in the team's 6-5 loss to MIT Sunday
in the seventh-place game.
Prior to falling to the Engineers,
the Colonials defeated Harvard and
Connecticut College in their first
and third games and lost to No. 13
Navy and Bucknell in their second
and fourth outings. Senior JohnClaude Wright netted 11 of GW's
44 goals in the tournament, leading
the Colonials in scoring.
GW will return to action
Saturday with a trip to Bucknell,
followed by a pair of Sunday games
in Princeton, N.J. against Princeton
and Iona. u

Number crunch
The number of sets
junior Chris Kushma
lost at this weekend's Georgetown
Classic en route to
his second consecutive singles title.
He also won his flight at the UVa
Classic last weekend.

0

Last Word
“We were pounding them.
We just couldn't get another
one to fall.”

- Women's soccer head
coach Tanya Vogel on GW's tie
against UMBC Friday

Women's soccer
ends in draw

by dan greene
Sports Editor
Women’s soccer head coach Tanya Vogel
looked at the University of Maryland-Baltimore
County’s schedule and saw a gap: 12 days would
pass between the Retrievers’ last game and the Colonials’ trip to Baltimore Friday night. This was a
weakness to be exploited; with a certain degree of
rust expected from its opponents, GW could gain
an early advantage with aggressive play.
“Our number one game goal was to get after
them right away,” Vogel said. “Our team failed to
do that.”
Instead, she said, the Colonials lacked the necessary energy level, playing without the urgency
and falling behind by a goal. GW would score only
one goal in the game, earning a 1-1 tie.
After the lackluster start, Vogel used halftime
as an opportunity to “very strongly” drive her
point home with a fiery speech intended to light
a fire under her squad. Sophomore Taryn Dietrich
wasted no time showing she got the message, beating a defender off the kickoff and the goalkeeper
one-on-one to even the game at one goal apiece,
less than 20 seconds into the second half of play.
Dietrich was “very composed, but with the
right amount of urgency,” Vogel said before calling
the goal “fantastic.”
Ultimately, however, that score would prove to
be the game’s last. The tie would hold throughout
regulation and both overtime periods, giving GW
their second draw of the year and extending their
winless streak to four games.
It was the third time this season and the second
in a row that the Colonials (2-3-2) had to play two
overtime periods in an effort to decide the game’s
outcome.
In GW’s previous tie, against Howard Sept.
6, it out-shot the Bison by an overwhelming 29-4
margin but walked away with a draw nonetheless. After both the Colonials and Retrievers took
three shots apiece in Friday’s first half, GW enjoyed
an 11-4 advantage in shots through the end of the
game, but could not score again after Dietrich’s
quick goal.
“We were pounding them,” Vogel said. “We
just couldn’t get another one to fall.”
Next the Colonials will turn their attention to
American, which they will host Tuesday in their
final nonconference game before Atlantic 10 play
begins. Vogel said that she hopes to use the game
against the Eagles as a tune-up before the Colonials
travel to Xavier Friday.
In the meantime, Vogel said it is time for individual players to step up and assert control of the
team’s attitude and readiness when they take the
field.
“This team is going to have to find a way to
play every single game with the energy and intensity that it takes to win a college game,” she said.
Tuesday’s game is scheduled for a 4 p.m.
start. u

Dan Greene
Sports Editor
dgreene@gwhatchet.com

H

Kushma wins
second straight
singles event
Junior Chris Kushma had
a dominant weekend at the
Georgetown Classic, taking home
the tournament’s singles championship without dropping a set in
three days of play.
Kushma also won his singles
flight the weekend before at the
UVa Classic in Charlottesville,
Va. On his way to winning the
Georgetown event this weekend,
Kushma defeated sophomore
teammate Ugur Atalay in the
semifinals.
Atalay and junior Erik Hannah reached the doubles finals
Sunday, though they fell 8-5 to
James Madison’s Mike Smith and
Matt King.
The men’s tennis team will return to action Oct. 2 at the Sergio
Tacchini Invitational in Norfolk,
Va.

- Dan Greene

Jonathan ewing | hatchet photographer

Junior Chris Kushma returns a shot in the singles finals of
the Georgetown Classic Sunday. Kushma won the match.

Volleyball wins tournament
Colonials go undefeated
at Towson Invitational
by Neil ShaRma
Hatchet Reporter
Turning in a full team effort, the GW volleyball team was clicking on all cylinders this past
weekend as they won all three of their matches
of the Towson Invitational tournament in Towson, Md.
GW (8-4) swept Ball State and Penn in consecutive 3-0 wins to begin the tournament, then
edged Towson in the final game to win the
event.
Though there were many strong contributors in the Colonials’ trio of wins, the standout
performer was sophomore setter Alyssa Valentine, who earned tournament MVP honors.
“She’s just been playing really well all
around,” said senior co-captain Abby Syverson.
“She’s a spark on the court and someone that really has the winning attitude that will help us get
more wins this year, and she’s been a key to our
success this season.”
Valentine had 36 assists and 11 digs in the
win over Ball State while senior Katie Butz added
19 kills. GW won the match with scores of 32-30,
25-20 and 25-13.
Beating Penn in the next game did not prove
to be any tougher, as the Colonials won 25-14, 2518 and 25-23 on the back of Syverson’s 13 kills
and freshman libero Candace Silva-Martin’s 21

digs.
Syverson said she believes the biggest key to
those two wins was momentum.
“Our game plan was to come out strong,
and we executed that really well against Ball
State and Penn,” she said. “We got big runs at the
beginning, and then our energy really carried us
through both of those matches. We had a good
practice on Thursday, so we used that to really go
after both of those teams.”
GW marched into the championship game
with a lot of confidence, but Towson showed
they were no pushover. After winning the first
set, GW came out flat in the second and lost 2520. Towson went on to win the third set as well,
which gave them all the momentum going into
the fourth set with a chance to win the tournament.
“It was just a matter of re-focusing,” said
Syverson. “There was no way we were gonna
lose that match. We buckled down and decided
as a team that we’re not gonna let them have the
energy and control on the court. We had a couple
of big runs and that was the deciding factor to
the match.”
The Colonials had one of those big runs to
win the fourth set, as they went on an 8-1 run to
end the set after breaking the 17-17 tie. GW then
cruised through the fifth set with a 15-8 victory.
As Valentine earned tournament MVP, Butz
and freshman Lauren Whyte were named to the
all-tournament team.
GW has won five of its last six matches and
will look to carry over this weekend’s momentum in conference play Friday at La Salle. u

