
Obama, Biden come to campus for Veterans Day

Latecomers, dozers and loud-
whispers have always plagued 
college classrooms. But the ability 
to access Facebook, e-mail, games, 
and the Internet on a BlackBerry, 
laptop, or iPhone is a new frontier 
of distraction – and some profes-
sors are trying to do something 
about it.

Several professors agree more 
students are using laptops in class 
and more are twiddling on their 
smart phones like iPhones and 
BlackBerrys. To combat eyes and 
minds wandering to news feeds 
and Twitter lists, instead of Eng-
lish readings or economics les-
sons, a growing number of facul-
ty members have decided to ban 
laptops in an effort to win back 
students' attention and improve 
learning. 

Political science professor 
Chris Deering said students may 

think they’re passing off their 
Web browsing as note-taking, but 
he can tell when students are not 
paying attention.  

“I don’t have to be looking 
at somebody and I can tell that 
something's going on. My pe-
ripheral vision is just fine,” said 
Deering, who banned laptops in 
his lecture class for the first time 
this year. 

While some professors ac-
knowledged the advantages of 
having laptops available for stu-
dents to look up information in 
class and take notes, Deering and 
other professors expressed con-
cern over students distracting 
themselves and their instructors. 

“The bigger the course, the 
bigger the potential distraction, 
unfortunately. And it really is that 
it’s rude to the other students and 
distracting and certainly people 
in a classroom ought not be de-
grading other students’ learning 
experiences. That’s just not right,” 
Deering said.  

Deering added, “Even though 
I’ve got my outline that kind of 
keeps me in order, something like 
that can distract me and I literally 
forget what I’m saying.” 

Professors call laptops 
a class distraction

jordan emont | hatchet photographer
Students use laptops in a School of Media and Public Affairs classroom. Some profes-
sors have decided to ban computers and phones in class, citing distracted students.

SA Senate passes new constitution  

GW Hospital is bracing for an 
unprecedented volume of flu pa-
tients this winter, but a proclama-
tion by President Barack Obama 
last month may make it easier to 
treat them.

Obama declared the H1N1 in-
fluenza virus pandemic a national 
emergency Oct. 23 and informed 
Congress in a letter the next day 
that he did so in order “to be pre-
pared in the event of a rapid in-
crease in illness.” Because of the 

declaration, hospitals are allowed 
to set up separate areas — quaran-
tined zones — to keep the virus, 
commonly known as swine flu, 
from spreading.

“Typically, national emergen-
cies are natural disasters. They 
allow for more flexible triaging of 
patients. We’re not at that point 
yet, obviously. I don’t know if 
we’ll get there,” said Dr. Gary Lit-
tle, medical director at GW Hospi-
tal. “National emergency [classifi-
cation] allows the government to 
tap into resources — we’re more 
focused on the pandemic status.”

Since Obama declared H1N1 
a national emergency, GW Hospi-
tal has put in place stricter visitor 
regulations. No visitors with any 
flu symptoms or under age 13 are 
permitted in the hospital, and un-
der some circumstances protective 
masks will be issued to visitors.

GW Hospital does not supply 
flu vaccines to the general public, 
but the employees there have the 
option and are encouraged to get 
the H1N1 and seasonal flu vac-
cines for their own health and the 
health of the patients. Little said 
there are no known negative ef-
fects of the vaccine at this point in 
time. 

The Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention do not recom-
mend testing for the H1N1 virus, 
noting the current rapid test is 
only 20 to 70 percent accurate.  

However, by polling certain 
locations known to be affected by 
H1N1, the CDC claims that around 
99 percent of patients complaining 
of flu-like symptoms carry H1N1.

Of the patients who go to GW 
Hospital’s emergency room for 

Hospital preps for more flu cases

Phones, computers 
prohibited in some 
courses
by madeleine o'connor  
Hatchet Reporter 

by t.c. Flowers   
Hatchet Reporter 

The Student Association Sen-
ate overwhelmingly approved a 
new constitution Tuesday night, 
but a majority of voting students 
must approve the bill before the 
constitution is ratified.

After an hour and a half of de-
bate, the constitution bill passed 
29-2 with only Sen. Logan Dob-
son, CCAS-U, and Sen. Tom Foga-
rty, SMHS-G, opposed. According 
to the current constitution’s rules, 
a special elections committee must 
set a date for the student referen-
dum within 20 class days of Tues-
day’s vote.

A special elections committee 
will be appointed and will set the 
date, said Sen. Jamie Baker, CPS-G, 
chair of the rules committee. The 
20-class-day mark falls during the 
first week of the spring semester.

SA President Julie Bindelglass 
said Wednesday she would sign 
the bill. 

If the proposed constitution 
receives a simple majority of stu-
dents who vote on the referen-
dum, new sections of the consti-

tution concerning elections and 
additional senate seats would go 
into effect immediately. All other 
changes will be enacted when 
the senate-elect is seated in April, 
Baker said.

The bill proposed major 

changes to the SA’s structure, in-
cluding running presidential and 
executive vice presidential candi-
dates together on the same ticket, 
increasing the number of student 

Obama declares 
swine flu a national 
emergency

by madeleine morgenstern
Hatchet Staff Writer  

Student referendum to be held no later than first week of spring semester

becky crowder | hatchet photographer
Sen. Jamie Baker, CPS-G, speaks to fellow Student Association Senate members 
Tuesday night. Baker was one of the key authors of the new constitution.
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Right, first lady Michelle Obama and second lady Jill Biden listen to Veterans Day 
speakers in Lisner Auditorium Wednesday afternoon. Above, freshmen Alex Yu and 
Jessica Seman assemble packages for troops.

In speeches, first and second ladies support those who serve

"Our veterans have 
what it takes for 

success. They have 
the skills to serve as 
well as the will to 

serve."

Michelle ObaMa
First lady

First lady Michelle Obama 
and second lady Dr. Jill Biden 
joined University President 
Steven Knapp Wednesday af-
ternoon to urge students – and 
all Americans – to support vet-
erans and their families.  

Biden and Obama spoke at 
GW’s day-long Veterans Day 
celebration that included a care 
package-building event and 
the presentation of the first-
ever ServiceNation Award to 
Alma Powell, wife of alumnus 
and former Secretary of State 
Colin Powell, for her contribu-
tions to military and civil ser-
vices. 

But the event’s clear high-
light for students was the first 
lady, who is also scheduled to 
speak at GW’s Commencement 
in May.  

In the face of an 11-point 
drop in her approval rating re-
ported last week by the Asso-
ciated Press, students erupted 
in applause when Obama took 
the stage. Stating her “sense of 
pride and gratitude, but also 
a sense of awe, pure awe” for 
the efforts those in the military 
take to protect our nation, she 
stressed their importance, ex-
pressing gratitude for military 
sacrifice. 

“Service,” Obama said, “is 
the air they breathe, the reason 
they were put on this earth,” 
speaking to the willingness 

of the veterans and those cur-
rently serving in the military 
to sacrifice their lives for the 
greater good.

She added, “Our veterans 
have what it takes for success. 
They have the skills to serve as 
well as the will to serve.” 

Biden, a longtime commu-
nity college English professor, 
spoke before Obama and said 
Americans owe military ser-
vice members appreciation for 
their work.  

“On Veterans Day and ev-
ery other day, it is our sacred 
duty to honor the service of 
those who sacrifice for our 
country, and we can all play 
a role,” said Biden, whose son 

by amanda d'ambra and 
kira brekke  
Hatchet Reporters
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Trust and authenticity in social 
Media: The Case of the u.s. Military
Listen to military media experts talk 
about social media’s place in the 
Armed Forces.

Elliott School room 602 | 
3 to 4:30 p.m.

Program Board hosts 
Maroon 5
Watch Maroon 5 perform with 
opening act Fitz & The Tan-
trums at the Smith Center.

Smith Center | 8 p.m.

free hot chocolate from 
haTs
Join GW’s Humane Animal 
Treatment Society (HATS) 
in Kogan Plaza for free hot 
chocolate. 
Kogan Plaza | 1 to 3 p.m. 

MssC sponsors “Jungle 
fever”
Watch “Jungle Fever,” directed 
by Spike Lee, hosted by the 
Multicultural Student Services 
Center.

2127 G St. room 209 | 

5 to 7 p.m.

sunday

BLOG
Univ. spends more than $30,000 on Forbes ad
Ad features research at the University’s 
Virginia campus.

new BLOG
“Beyond the Books”
The Hatchet launches a new  
student life blog.

MuLTIMedIa
vIdeO
Michelle Obama and Jill Biden
Obama, Biden were on hand to 
celebrate Veterans Day.
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Tuition payment 
delays persist for vets

Correction  

In “Mount Vernon campus plan 
moves closer to submission,” (Nov. 9, p. 
B2), The Hatchet misspelled the name of 
Susi Cora, director of Planning and Proj-
ect Management, as Susi Corsa.

With Veterans Day come and gone, GW 
is still waiting to receive tuition payments for 
more than half of the 300 GW veterans en-
rolled under the Post-9/11 GI Bill.

More than a month after the Veteran’s 
Administration created emergency loans to 
cope with payout delays from the bill, An-
drew Sonn, director of Student Academic 
and Student Services Customer Service Ini-
tiatives, said the University has yet to receive 
most of the tuition payments for many GW 
veterans.

Representatives from the Veterans Admin-
istration did not return requests for comment.

Sonn said that although tuition has not 
been received for these students, GW has 
no plans to keep them from continuing their 
studies.

“The Office of Veteran Services and mem-
bers of key departments are working togeth-
er to assist student veterans so that they have 
no disruptions in their academic endeavors,” 
Sonn said.

Brian Hawthorne, president and co-
founder of the GW Veterans, said at least two 
other GW students are also awaiting pay-
ments for off-campus housing under the Bill, 
a problem he said is no longer remedied by 
the one-time emergency loan the Department 
of Veterans Affairs offered in October.

“Some have drawn emergency pay-
ments, some have drawn loans from GW, but 
now we have people that actually need a sec-
ond loan and there’s no program right now 
in place to make that happen,” Hawthorne 
said. “We have guys who have drawn $3,000 
from the VA who still have not been certified 
and paid. They got last month’s rent but now 
they are looking at next month’s rent.”

Hawthorne said that although the VA 
is working to address payout problems, the 
housing payment issue is one that only affects 
veterans in locations with high rent, like the 
D.C. area.

“GW and Student Veterans of America 
are working with the VA to find a solution be-
cause it’s a relative minority,” Hawthorne said. 
“It’s only really going to be for people who 
have significantly high housing rates – New 
York, D.C., San Francisco – so it’s not a blanket, 
across-the-board issue.”

–Matt rist
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Lupe Fiasco had just one 
request for his interviewer, 
School of Media and Public 
Affairs Director Frank Ses-
no: an honorary degree from 
GW. 

The pre-show joking at 
the event Monday night in 
the Jack Morton Auditorium 
preceded a serious discus-
sion between Sesno and the 
hip-hop star. Fiasco and 
Chris Moore, producer of  
“The People Speak” docu-
mentary, came for a perfor-
mance and discussion hosted 
by Sesno on the movie ad-
aptation of Howard Zinn’s 
book, “A People’s History of 
the United States.”

The film and book are 
collections of speeches by 
“people who stood up for 
justice,” Moore said. The 
documentary – which is set 
to air on The History Chan-
nel Dec. 13 – plays off of 
Zinn’s book by filming a col-
lection of celebrities, includ-
ing Morgan Freeman, Bruce 

Springsteen and many more, 
performing dramatic read-
ings of famous speeches 
from historical figures who 
attempted to incite social 
justice and change.

“We just let the people 
talk,” said Moore, who has 
produced films such as 
"Good Will Hunting" and 
"American Pie." 

Moore gave the audience 
a sneak peek at clips from 
the upcoming documentary, 
which included Fiasco read-
ing a Southern anti-war pam-
phlet, Don Cheadle reading 
a speech by Frederick Doug-
las, and John Legend cover-
ing a song that graphically 
recounted a lynching. 

Moore said before the 
event that he was excited 
to bring the event to GW 
because he thought the 
students would be “more 
acutely aware during the 
discussion,” adding, “They 
will come at us with things 
we didn’t think of.” 

He was quick to real-
ize the repercussions of the 
intensity of GW students 
when, during the question-
and-answer section of the 
event, a student asked how 
to fix some of the problems 
in our society. 

Moore responded, “I 
know you want all the an-
swers. I wish I had them for 

you.”
A Politico reporter, how-

ever, found that some stu-
dents at the event were rusty 
on their basic knowledge of 
civics, highlighting in a vid-
eo published Tuesday that 
some students did not know 
how many members serve in 
Congress, how many mem-
bers are on the Supreme 
Court, and who currently 
serves as the Court’s chief 
justice. The reporter con-
cluded that most students at 
the event simply attended to 
catch a glimpse of the eve-
ning’s star: Fiasco.

Fiasco told the sold-out 
crowd he learned a lot by 
working on the film. 

“[I became more aware 
of] the universality of strug-
gle, across colors, across 
peoples. It made me recant 
my anti-Americanism,” Fi-
asco said. 

He claimed to be partic-
ularly impressed that “nor-
mal people” were involved 
in the abolition movement, 
not just those who benefit-
ted politically. 

While Fiasco focused 
on the heavy and serious 
aspects of the film in his 
discussion, Moore kept the 
mood light.

“I just want DVD sales,” 
Moore joked. “I have three 
kids and I can’t afford this 

college.” Moore admitted 
that he was also inspired 
by the film and is proud to 
see how it has progressed. 
Part of this pride is a result 
of the difficulty he had in 
getting the film picked up 
by a network before The 
History Channel agreed to 
air it. 

“They thought I was 
crazy,” Moore said, in refer-
ence to the simplistic nature 
of the film. “'American Pie' 
was a lot easier [to pitch]. It 
was just naked girls, people 
losing their virginity and 
guys getting drunk.” 

While "The People 
Speak" was a 180-degree 
shift from some of Moore’s 
previous work, Fiasco saw 
it as an “extension” of his 
music.

“This is who I am as a 
professional,” said Fiasco, 
who has built a reputation 
on his socially conscious lyr-
ics. “These are the kinds of 
projects I’m attracted to.”  

Fiasco and Moore agreed 
on the general message of 
the film: The foundation of 
change lies in the power of 
the individual. When a stu-
dent asked how to mend a 
problem in today’s culture, 
Fiasco responded with a 
simple challenge. 

“What are you going to 
do about it?” u 

Politics started as a hobby 
for sophomore Conor Rogers. 
But it soon became a full-time 
job opportunity. 

Along with a high school 
friend, Rogers founded The 
Politicizer, a cross-partisan po-
litical blog. The blog, started 
over the summer, employs six 
GW students who self-identify 
as liberals, conservatives and 
libertarians, and its readership 
jumped to nearly 70,000 page 
views in October – a strong 
start for a new student-run 
blog. 

Rogers, who is a member 
of the College Republicans and 
current public relations direc-
tor for the anti-abortion group 
GW Colonials for Life, said 
when he first created the site at 
the end of the summer to pres-
ent views from all sides of the 
political spectrum, he had no 
idea that an active readership 
base would soon develop. 

“Once the numbers started 
to pour in during June, I real-
ized this was no longer a side 
project,” Rogers said. “By the 
end of June, I had people ap-
proaching me to write for the 
site.” 

Unlike most political blogs 

written for a national audi-
ence, The Politicizer is entirely 
written by college-aged people 
or recent graduates, many of 
whom are students at GW or 
universities like Georgetown, 
New York and Columbia.

Politicizer has been un-
afraid to express opposing po-
litical themes. The front page 
of the blog, for example, fea-
tures a critique of Republican 
Governor-elect Bob McDon-
nell’s victory as a “step back 
for women of Virginia,” an 
election analysis from the right 
entitled “Obama-Mania Meets 
Its Maker,” and reactions after 
Maine decriminalized mari-
juana but struck down gay 
marriage. 

Rogers and high school 
friend Kathleen McCaffrey cre-
ated the blog to fill a niche left 
after the last presidential elec-
tion, Rogers said. 

“We decided if we were 
going to be writing in the so-
called ‘era of Obama,’ and that 
era was all about young peo-
ple being involved in politics, 
then that’s what we should 
engage,” Rogers said. “We 
went with an across-the-board 
approach by young people on 
politics.” 

The Politicizer also allows 
and encourages the authors of 

blog posts to comment back 
and forth with readers, a fea-
ture used by many readers of 
the site. One GW writer said 
this makes him more careful 
about the claims he makes on 
the blog.  Sophomore Emma 
Carpenter, a staff writer for The 
Politicizer who labels herself as 
a liberal Democrat, recently 
wrote a post titled “I should 
have voted for Hillary” that 
garnered 21 comments. 

“With big blogs it’s hard 
to get through to the author of 
the post and ask them to clarify 
what they’ve written or give 
you a link to something in the 
story,” said sophomore Alec Ja-
cobs, who is also a staff writer 
for the blog. “I always com-
ment back, and I have to be 
more careful about what I say 
because people are not afraid 
to call me out.”  

Rogers said encouraging 
comments and debate fit in 
with the overall goals of the 
project. 

“It’s politics so it gets hot-
tempered, but the whole proj-
ect is about engaging our gen-
eration,” Rogers said.  “Our 
generation has comment wars 
online all the time about all the 
political stuff under the sun. 
This is the same idea – people 
you might not even know 

commenting on your articles. 
They get to understand your 
ideology, your point of view, 
which is the entire goal of the 
project.” 

Sophomore Cynthia Mey-
er, also a staff writer for The Po-
liticizer, said part of the blog’s 
appeal is its presentation of dif-
fering viewpoints. 

“We have the Rush Lim-
baugh conservatives, like me, 
and the European-style liberals 
– and everywhere in between. 
And the best part is, we interact 
with each other,” Meyer said.  

Although the blog is man-
aged and written by young 
people, Rogers said its purpose 
is not just to garner the atten-
tion of young readers, but rath-
er to change the way adults 
view our generation. 

“The goal of the project is 
to explain to the political junk-
ies and the people out there 
reading political news that all 
the mainstream reports about 
how young people are all liber-
al is just not true,” Rogers said. 
“In the election you heard it’s 
about the Hispanic vote, the 
black vote and the young vote 
and I don’t think you can do 
that with any of those groups. 
Obviously there’s something 
going on here that they don’t 
understand.”u

Viktors DiNDzaNs | photo eDitor
Lupe Fiasco was on campus Monday to promote his new film, "The People 
Speak," in which celebrities perform dramatic readings of famous speeches.

Lupe Fiasco comes 
to SMPA to 
promote new film
by eric katz  
Hatchet Reporter

Hip-hop artist, film producer discuss new documentary

Students start successful politics blog

aNNe werNikoff | assistaNt photo eDitor
Sophomore Conor Rogers, center, started a political blog over the summer that aims to offer a youthful perspective on national politics. 
Five other GW students contribute to the blog, as do students at New York University and Georgetown.

by Matt rist  
Senior Staff Writer

Neither the School of Public 
Health and Health Services nor 
the Graduate School of Educa-
tion and Human Development 
are currently in compliance with 
University policies regarding 
the number of full-time faculty 
in each school, but both are mak-
ing strides to correct the prob-
lem, officials said this week. 

The faculty code requires 
that at least 50 percent of profes-
sors in each school be tenured 

or tenure-accruing and caps 
non-tenured professors at 25 
percent of the school’s total ac-
tive faculty. The remaining 25 
percent represent the visiting, 
research or emeritus faculty in 
departments.  

SPHHS, as of this fiscal 
year, reached the 50 percent 
mark, but still employs too 
many non-tenured professors 
at 38 percent. GSEHD faces the 
same problem, with 33 percent 
- 23 faculty members - of their 
full-time faculty not tenured or 
on tenure-track. 

One of GW’s newest 
schools, SPHHS has been ad-
dressing this shortcoming since 
its creation in 1997. In 2005, only 
39 percent of faculty members 
were employed as tenured or 
tenure-accruing faculty, SPHHS 
Interim Dean Josef Reum said.  

GSEHD had 59 percent of 
faculty on a tenure-accruing track 
in 2003, but broke compliance by 
employing more than 25 percent 
of its full-time professors not on 
a tenure track, GSEHD Director 
of School Communication Jane 
Bornhorst said.  

Officials in both schools re-
ported that policies implement-
ed by the programs are helping 
increase the number of tenured-
track faculty.  

“We agree, SPHHS is out of 
compliance,” Reum said.  “We 
take the situation seriously, 
and we believe we are mak-
ing strides toward compliance 
with Article I.B. 1,” referring to 
the documents outlining the re-
quirements for tenured profes-
sor employment. 

Reum said either he or 
the new dean the University 

is searching for will meet with 
the committee established by 
the Faculty Senate to monitor 
SPHHS progress twice a year 
until the school is in compli-
ance. The dean also submits 
an annual report to the Faculty 
Senate.  

“Every department in 
SPHHS is currently recruiting 
tenure-track and non-tenure 
track faculty,” Reum said.  “We 
estimate that six of the seven de-
partments will comply with the 
50 percent rule in [fiscal year] 
2010,” which began on July 1, 
2009, and ends June 30, 2010. 

SPHHS increased the em-
ployment of tenure and tenure-
accruing faculty from 39 percent 
in fiscal year 2005 to 62 percent 
in October of 2009, and budget-
ed $965,000 for faculty recruit-
ment this year. 

Officials in GSEHD also 
reported efforts to increase the 
number of tenured faculty in 
the program. 

“Each time the dean has 
submitted her annual faculty 
search plan to the executive vice 
president for academic affairs, 
she has requested that some of 
the existing faculty lines be con-
verted to tenure-accruing lines, 
when appropriate,” Bornhorst 
said.  

GSEHD went from 59 per-
cent tenured or tenured-track 
in 2003 to employing 67 percent 
of faculty as tenured or tenure-
track during the 2008-2009 aca-
demic year.  

Neither SPHHS nor 
GSEHD has been greatly 
affected by the shortcoming, 
either with the Faculty Senate 
or in the academic community. 

“The Faculty Senate has al-
ways worked to resolve issues 
of noncompliance with the fac-
ulty code through discussion 
and cooperation,” said Arthur 
Wilmarth, chair of the Faculty 
Senate Executive Committee. 
“In an extreme case, the code 
provides for a faculty vote of no 
confidence, but that remedy is 
rarely used.” 

Bornhorst said that 
GSEHD’s lack of tenured 
or tenured-track faculty has 
not hurt GSEHD’s academic 
reputation. 

“Last April, GSEHD was 
ranked 23rd in the nation 
among graduate schools of edu-
cation for total funded research 
by U.S. News and World Re-
port,” Bornhorst noted. 

–Lauren French contributed  
to this report.

Two schools out of compliance with Univ. tenure rate
SPHHS, GSEHD 
have too many 
non-tenured profs
by oliVia keNNey
Hatchet Reporter

Senate Finance Committee 
chairman Max Baucus largely 
ignored the health care de-
bate brewing in the Senate and 
launched into a discussion about 
trade, labor and climate change 
Tuesday in a discussion at the 
Elliott School of International 
Affairs.

Baucus, a Democrat from 
Montana, dug into the specifics 
Tuesday morning at a breakfast 
hosted by the Elliott School, and 
called for international trade 
regulations to reduce the carbon 
footprint of cargo ships during 
his 15-minute speech.

Quoting former President 
John F. Kennedy, Baucus said 
“We must trade or fade,” but 
stressed America needs to bring 
international trade and shipping 
regulations in line with the coun-
try’s environmental policies. 
Baucus added the use of large 
freight ships for international 
trade should be monitored, as 
the vessels can release harmful 
pollutants.

With billions of dollars 
worth of cargo being exchanged 
between the United States and 
other countries every year, Bau-
cus said our trade is “too focused 
on the trans-Atlantic.” The U.S. 
must further trade relations with 
countries in the Pacific market, 
particularly China, he said.

“We must move forward. 
We must make it clear the U.S. 
is open to trade,” Baucus said. “I 
look forward to showing them 
just how fantastic American 
farmers, ranchers and manufac-
turers are, and how interested 
they are in the region... Asia 
must be the centerpiece of our 
new trade strategy.”

Baucus said the U.S. should 
prioritize cutting back on harm-
ful emissions, and encourage its 
trading partners to do the same.

“For too long, environmen-
tal gains were subordinated by 
economic growth,” Baucus said.  
“We have a moral responsibility 
to protect our earth for future 
generations.”

Throughout his entire 
speech, Baucus emphasized the 
role of the U.S. is to lead change.

“By and large, we have an 
obligation as a country to go 
first,” Baucus said, adding that 
nations worldwide should re-
duce tariffs to limit barriers to in-
ternational trade. He specifically 
mentioned the high tariff rates in 
South Korea. Saud Al Nowais, 
the commercial counselor for the 
trade office of the Embassy of 
the United Arab Emirates, called 
Baucus’ speech “excellent.”

At the end of his address, 
Baucus reiterated the obliga-
tions of workers in America and 
abroad to promote and foster the 
new blueprint he has proposed 
for trade and development.  

“The positive effects of this 
trade on the economy are not 
concentrated in one state or re-
gion,” Baucus said.  “Our coun-
try needs to be more aggressive 
and forward leading. Let’s get 
going!” u

Senator talks trade 
at Elliott School
Leader of Finance 
Committee calls 
for greener trade
by BeN fitch  
Hatchet Reporter

chip heNNessy | hatchet photographer
Sen. Max Baucus, chairman of the Senate Finance Committee, discussed 
trade issues facing the 111th Congress at the Elliott School on Tuesday.
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"One time in lecture I saw two 

students kind of in the back but 

in the middle making out. People 

get up and leave, they read the 

newspaper – The Hatchet of 

course."
- Professor Chad Rector on 

students getting distracted – for 
various reasons  – in class.
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Like many of you, I wasn’t altogether 
surprised when I flipped to Monday’s 
Hatchet opinions section and found 

my friend Andrew Clark penning his latest 
obituary of the Democratic Party. Though I 
usually enjoy his writing and often find his 
points at least defensible, I found his analy-
sis of last week’s elections breathtakingly 
misleading. 

Lets start with the basics. This should 
be obvious, but nothing about the 2009 elec-
tions indicates any sort of “collapsed ma-
jority.” While I don’t dispute that my party 
took a serious drubbing in Virginia and my 
home state of New Jersey, it’s important to 
remember that off-year electorates always 
have, and always will, differ greatly from 
the crowds that elect presidents.

Let’s draw an analogy to life here at 
school: Picture the students who would 
show up for a midterm review session if it 
were scheduled during a normal class peri-
od. That group is probably an accurate por-
trayal of the class at large, and analogous 
to the voters who swept Barack Obama into 
office.

Now imagine the students who would 
attend a midterm study session held at 8:00 
a.m. on a Friday. These extremely passion-
ate classmates (I call them "curve-wreck-
ers") are not exactly the most representative 
sample of the class, right? This incomplete 
representation is comparable to the people 
who voted in the 2009 round of elections.

Of course, that fact alone doesn’t invali-
date last week’s results. But it does compli-
cate any attempt to spin the outcomes as ev-
idence of a larger Republican resurgence.

Clark can deny it all he wants, but the 
Old Dominion is turning blue fast. Repub-
lican Bob McDonnell triumphed because 
he recognized this reality and campaigned 
on bread-and-butter economic issues. By 
avoiding his problematic social beliefs, 
McDonnell frustrated Democratic nominee 
Creigh Deeds’ attempts to run as a blue dog 

Democrat in an increasingly liberal state. In 
fact, a majority of Democrats called Deeds 
too conservative and criticized his cam-
paign’s avoidance of President Obama in 
a post-election poll. And while McDonnell 
did win the youth vote, it’s impossible to 
discern how our demographic would have 
broken down had McDonnell run against a 
genuine Democrat. Indeed, over two-thirds 
of the 18 to 29-year-old vote sat the race out, 
indicating displeasure with both options.

Likewise, New Jersey’s election focused 
on local issues to which the national Repub-
lican Party seems oblivious. It was far from 
a referendum on President Obama, who 
outperformed his 2008 margin by garnering 
a 62 percent approval rating in exit polls. 
Furthermore, if the voters wanted to reject 
Democratic policies as Clark argues, why 
did only one state assembly seat switch 
parties? Clearly, the evidence indicates 
a backlash against a lackluster governor, 

rather than a repudiation of progressive or-
thodoxy. Expect Governor Christie to find 
himself stymied by the liberal legislature; 
Republicans will hate it, but that’s Jersey 
for you. 

Lastly, interpreting the special elections 
in California and New York as anything 
but definitive Democratic wins is laugh-
able. John Garamendi’s victory in Califor-
nia’s 10th district was never in doubt, and 
provides the Democratic majority with 
one more progressive advocate. Addition-
ally, any attempt to discredit Garamendi’s 
11-point margin of victory by contrasting 
it with former incumbent Ellen Tauscher’s 
2008 landslide demonstrates a misunder-
standing of incumbency. Does anyone really 
expect the winner of an abbreviated special 
election campaign to replicate a seven-term 
veteran congresswoman’s most recent win? 
I think not.

If you want a window into the future, 
look at the election in New York’s 23rd dis-
trict. Hopelessly tethered to their party’s 
radical wing, Republicans will contend that 
conservative Doug Hoffman’s narrow loss 
to Democrat Bill Owens portends a grass-
roots right-wing revolution.

They’d have you forget that party in-
fighting forced Republican nominee Dede 
Scozzafava to drop out and throw her sup-
port behind Owens, who went on to put the 
seat in Democratic hands for the first time 
since the Civil War. 

Republicans endorsing Democrats? 
Now that’s change I can believe in.

– The writer is a junior majoring in politi-
cal communication.

Matt Ingoglia

Columnist

The one thing holding D.C. back 
from having Congressional 
representation seems to be 
a debate on gun rights. 
The D.C. Voting Rights 
Act, which would give our 
city an official representa-
tive in the House, has 
stalled for the past 
nine months. In 
February, it 
passed in the 
Senate – but 
only after be-
ing stamped 
with additional 
language that 
would abolish 
many of Wash-
ington’s al-
ready deplet-
ed gun laws. 
The House 
seems un-
sure of what 
to do, with 
an influential 
pro-gun lobby 
splitting the 
Democrats while 
D.C. residents wait. 
Thank you for helping 
the nation’s capital, Nation-
al Rifle Association. 

The past week has been replete with news 
about deadly shootings around the country. 
There was last Thursday’s tragic Fort Hood, 
Texas massacre, in which an Army psychia-
trist killed 13 people and wounded 30. The 
next morning, a disgruntled and schizo-
phrenic Orlando man shot up his old office, 
killing one and injuring five. A Tuesday 
shooting in Walterboro, S.C. killed three – 
including a one-year-old baby – and injured 
five. There’s more where that came from. 

Maybe you support the vague consti-
tutional “right to bear arms” as a cause for 
liberty. I know there are varying interpreta-
tions of the second amendment, and various 
readings of its reference to a “well-regulated 
Militia.”

But don’t you think there’s something 
wrong when a man like Maj. Nidal Hasan, 
the Fort Hood suspect, can go into a Texas 
gun shop and easily buy a semi-automatic 
FN Herstal pistol recommended for combat 

use by NATO? What if he 
then uses it to massacre 
unsuspecting soldiers at 

an Army base?
The perpetrator of the 

2007 Virginia Tech massacre, 
who had a history of troubling 

mental health issues, 
was able to buy a Glock 

and a Walther handgun, 
one in a Virginia gun 
shop and the other on-
line. All he did was sign a 

couple of forms and show 
his ID. He was then given the weapons 

to use at his discretion. In his case, this 
meant murdering 32 people, injuring 23 
and then turning the gun on himself. 

But no, you say, “Guns don’t kill peo-
ple; people kill people.” So let me ask you 
another question: How many massacres 
have been committed in our country using 

other tools? What 
is a crazed, blood-
thirsty individual 
to do? Obviously, guns are 
murderers’ tools of choice. And 
for one simple reason: they were 
created with the purpose of kill-
ing. 

I have long been fascinated by the 
gun rights movement. How ridiculous is it 
that there is a vast movement in our country 
for the “right” to own deadly weapons? It 
just doesn’t add up. We do live in an enlight-
ened society, I try to tell myself; but where is 
our common sense?

Here's some common 
sense: According to the Cen-
ter for Disease Control and 
Prevention’s statistics for 
2006, the latest year avail-
able, firearms were used in 
a total of 12,791 homicides and 

16,883 suicides. That makes guns culpable 
in almost 30,000 violence-related deaths. 
That’s equivalent to the 9/11 tragedy 10 
times over. 

If laws cannot stop deranged individu-
als from buying deadly weapons, how can 
groups like the NRA argue for even laxer 

gun regulations? D.C.’s ban on 
handguns was overturned last 
year, yet D.C. residents are still 
prohibited from carrying open 
or concealed weapons. Some 
interest groups want those 
rules, as well as others still in 

place, to go. 
Right now, we may have to choose be-

tween representation in Congress and the 
peace of mind of walking down a safe street 
without worrying about every second person 
carrying a gun. If that is the case, it looks like 
“taxation without representation” should re-
main our motto for some time longer.   

-The writer, a sophomore ma-
joring in interna-

tional affairs, is 
a Hatchet col-
umnist.

Representation or revolvers
The deadly choice D.C. must  make to get a Congressional vote

Thumbs up/
Thumbs Down

The Hatchet’s monthly wrap-
up of GW’s ups and downs.

Basketball season starting 
Not everybody is hopeful about this bas-

ketball season, largely due to the 
inexperience of a good part of both 

the men’s and women’s rosters 
this year. But even with younger 
teams, we are excited about the 
start of the season. Win or lose, 

we encourage everybody to get 
out and attend the games to sup-

port the team. 

Obama community service challenge 
GW has been slow to roll out Volunteer-
Match, a program that will enable individ-
uals to log community service hours much 

more efficiently than the old Office 
of Community Service Web 
site. With only 19,000 hours 
reported and almost half the 
school year passed, GW needs 

to step up to the plate if we 
want to hear Michelle in May. Ad-

ditionally, GW should clarify exactly 
what will qualify to ensure GW lives up to 
its end of the bargain. Where is the chal-
lenge if we include activities like Federal 
Work Study?  

University saves money on energy costs
GW saved $950,000 from July 2008 to the 
end of June 2009 by cutting down on ener-

gy costs. This amounts to a reduc-
tion of over 4,500 metric tons of 

CO2, according to Director of 
Planning and Environmental 
Management Nancy Giammat-

teo. This frees up a significant 
amount of money that could be 

put toward more environmentally friendly 
initiatives. It’s great to see GW saving some 
green by going green.

Georgetown anti-gay assaults
Georgetown campus media reported two 

separate incidents of suspected anti-
gay assaults on students at the 
school last month, making for 
a very frightening situation 
for our D.C. neighbors. These 

hate crimes are shocking and 
deplorable; hopefully the perpe-

trators are apprehended soon and 
civility resumes.

Fulbright Scholars 
In October, the Chronicle of Higher Edu-
cation announced that the number of Ful-

bright Scholars from GW doubled 
this year, putting it on a list of top 

10 scholar-producing schools 
– above many Ivy League uni-
versities. This is an extremely 
commendable accomplish-

ment for those Colonials hon-
ored, and this recognition of their 

achievements in academics has proven 
very positive for the University. We hope 
that GW and its students can maintain this 
excellence in years to come.

Vandalism in Ivory 
Continued vandalism in Ivory Tower 

has plagued current residents 
in the past few weeks, and 
has forced GW to address 
the destruction by urging 
students to report incidents 

to UPD. These actions are det-
rimental to student life in the 

shared space, so please, don’t rip up the 
tiles in the elevators.

Hatchet athletics
The Hatchet’s intramural volleyball team, 
the aptly named “Bad News Bears” goes 

1-1 in the season so far. Led by our 
fearless and intimidating cap-

tain Sarah Scire, the team 
feels ready for any challeng-

ers foolish enough to play 
against us without an illegal 

number of volleyball club mem-
bers. Players to watch: Adam Rozell, Emily 
Cahn and Krystal Gavin.

Tom Braslavsky

Columnist

debate within the political science realm about whether the field is 
a “science” in the true sense of the word. The dispute highlights an 
important distinction between “hard” and “soft” sciences. Tradi-
tionally, hard science research –  work on cancer, for example – has 
gotten significantly more funding than research in social science 
fields. The disparity is not necessarily a bad one; a major benefit 
of social science research is its lower cost. But to completely cut 
funding for a soft science, like most political science research, 

Have an opinion about one of our columns?

 H

letters@gwhatchet.com

Send a letter to the editor
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Coming to GW for “the city” 
is almost a cliché. The Univer-
sity’s application even directs 
prospective freshmen to not just 
write about the school’s “city 
experience” when asking “Why 
GW?” 

But like all great clichés, “I 
came to GW for D.C.” often has 
truth to it. According to a recent 
report in The Wall Street Journal, 
D.C. is the No. 1 city for young 
professionals. 

Beating out traditional youth-
attracting cities like New York, the 
Journal noted in its October “Next 
Youth-Magnet Cities” report that 
D.C. provides young people with 
jobs, opportunities and experi-
ences they cannot get anywhere 
but in the nation’s capital.

The paper based its findings 
on the opinions of six experts, 
asking them to rank cities from 
one to 10 based on which city 
would emerge as youth magnets 
in the current recession.  

While the survey looked at 
cities that were attracting young 
professionals, jobs and the city 
experience also draw in college 
students who may stay in D.C. af-
ter graduation to work in the Dis-
trict’s public and private sectors. 

D.C. tied with Seattle for the 
No. 1 and No. 2 spots, beating out 
New York City at No. 3, Portland, 
Ore. at No. 4 and Austin at No. 5. 

“It can really take you anywhere.”

Cory Weinberg, a senior at 
The Benjamin School in Palm 
Beach Gardens, Fla., said the 
practical future of being a student 
in D.C. played a big factor in his 
choice to apply early decision to 
GW.

“Looking at the job market 
right now I have to put myself in 
a situation where I can succeed,” 
Weinberg said. “I’m interested 
in politics and communications, 
and D.C. sets me up for the future 
where I can make contacts. It can 
really take you anywhere.”

Students and recent gradu-
ates come to D.C. looking for 
work experience and find no 
shortage of options in nonprofits 
and federal agencies that depend 
on youth volunteers and interns.

At most times during the 

year, the Kennedy Center has 22 
interns who do hands-on work 
in arts management. Roughly 
500 volunteers apply each year, 
Kennedy Center spokesman John 
Dow said.

Dow says many of the vol-
unteers are young professionals, 
and the most popular position 
for youth volunteers is in multi-
media, where volunteers can help 
film and set up portions of stage 
performances.

“The performances on our 
stage are representative of many 
things we stand for as a city,” 
Dow said. “D.C. is a global hub 
and we work with embassies to 
present international artists from 
all over the world.”

Aside from nonprofits in 
D.C., federal agencies like the 
U.S. Department of State also 
draw young people looking for a 
unique and stable work environ-
ment. 

“It’s probably one of the more 
likely targets worldwide for peo-
ple to come and work,” said Fred 
Lash, spokesperson for the U.S. 
Department of State. “It’s a likely 
place for young people to come to 
look for work because a job here 
provides international connec-
tions, travel and the security that 
comes with a government job.”

“There’s a lot happening here.”

Students and professionals 
may flock to D.C. for its jobs, but 
restaurants and bar owners say 
D.C.’s nightlife and culture also 
create a big draw.

Kyle Remissong, the owner 
of four venues in the city, includ-
ing the Big Hunt, a small dive 
bar in Dupont Circle, said D.C.’s 
nightlife has grown exponentially 
in the last two decades. Catering 
to young professionals with hap-
py hours and cheap beer, the Big 
Hunt attracts an older crowd dur-
ing the week, but sees a fair share 
of early 20-somethings on Friday 
and Saturday nights, Remissong 
said.

“The bar and restaurant busi-
ness in D.C. has taken incredible 
leaps in the last decade or so,” Re-
missong said. “Twenty years ago 
we had the government, some 
steak restaurants and streets that 
shut down at 8 p.m., and that was 
about it. Today, there’s a lot hap-
pening here.”

Jesse Hamilton, the gen-
eral manager at The Diner, a re-
nowned 24-hour restaurant in 
Adams Morgan, said cheaper res-
taurants and upscale venues alike 
have begun catering to the youth 
demographic.

“Young professionals trickle 
in throughout our average day,” 
Hamilton said. “I think they have 
always been here in D.C. but the 
number of youth is definitely 
growing and there’s a trend of 
restaurants realizing that they are 
a worthwhile investment.”

Like the growing restaurant 
and bar scene, D.C.’s museums 
provide a unique atmosphere for 
young people in the city.

“We are spoiled rotten in the 
sense that we can walk into a 
museum and pay nothing,” said 

Jenny Wei, an education special-
ist at the National Museum of 
American History and a former 
GW graduate. 

Wei said that although most 
museums do not have the re-
sources to appeal directly to 
young professionals as their main 
demographic, the internships and 
jobs they offer are great ways for 
young people to get their foot in 
the door.

“When the museum is trying 
to figure out how to blog about 
something or what to say on Fa-
cebook, they come to the young 
professionals working in the of-
fice,” says Wei. “Technology is so 
much a part of our personal lives 
and we can use that personal ex-
perience in our work.”

Whether students come to 
D.C. for work, culture, nightlife, 
or politics, they are not alone. 

Professionals in the City is 
one of many organizations in D.C. 
catering to young professionals 
living in the area. Professionals in 
the City started 10 years ago and 
has more than 200,000 members 
and plans 1,000 events a year.

“When I began this 10 years 
ago, I was a lawyer and gave it up 
because I felt there was a change in 
demographics in D.C., and a need 
to sell that void,” said Michael 
Karlan, president and founder of 
Professionals in the City. “We’re in 
New York and LA but a major dif-
ference is that most young people 
in D.C. didn’t grow up here and 
they want a community feeling. 
D.C. is our biggest operation and 
our home base.” u

By joining forces with 
student groups across cam-
pus, the GW Hillel student 
leadership raised more 
than $7,500 for breast can-
cer research last month, the 
organization’s president 
said this week.

Marc Friend, presi-
dent of Jewish Student As-
sociation, said his group 
partnered with fraternities 
and sororities on campus 
to give manicures, sell 
Challah bread and host a 
Pink Shabbat – a low-cost 
version of the traditional 
Friday night Jewish service 
– all to raise money for the 
cause.

Friend said the week-
long fundraiser – held from 
Oct. 26 to Oct. 31 – culmi-
nated with 80 GW stu-
dents participating in the 
American Cancer Society’s 
Washington D.C. “Making 
Strides” 5-kilometer run, 
which raised money and 
awareness for breast cancer 
research.

“It makes us very 
proud,” Friend said. “For 
a student group with the 
help of a few nonprofits to 
raise that much money is 
quite an accomplishment.” 

Friend said one Greek-
letter group in particular, 
the Alpha Delta Pi soror-
ity, helped put on the Pink 
Shabbat, and a number of 
other groups volunteered 
their time to bake and 
fundraise for the cause.

To raise money dur-

ing the week, donations 
were collected at each of 
the events as well as on the 
Hillel Web site. In addition, 
students in the run solicited 
sponsorships for their par-
ticipation.

Robert Fishman, direc-
tor of the GW Hillel, said 
students participating in 
the run raised $6,000, add-
ing that the other $1,500 
came from the other events 
during the week.

“The goal was educa-
tion and donations,” Fish-
man said.

Hillel hoped that the 
week would not only raise 
money but also raise aware-
ness about the disease and 
research efforts underway 
to combat it. 

In order to accomplish 
its goals, Hillel brought 
Sen. Amy Klobuchar and 
Rep. Debbie Wasserman-
Schultz to campus for a dis-
cussion about the disease 
and federal efforts under-
way to help treat it. 

Friend said that many 
within the Hillel commu-
nity have been personally 
affected by breast cancer, ei-
ther themselves or through 
a friend or loved one. He 
felt that it was important 
the week offered a chance 
to educate people about the 
disease.

“We ended up gaining 
a large amount of money, 
but our main focus was 
awareness,” Friend said. 

Despite the tough 
economic climate that can 
make fundraising difficult, 
Hillel was able to surpass 
its goal of raising $5,000 
during the event, Fishman 
said. Fishman attributed 
the success to the many do-
nors who made small con-
tributions, or sponsorships 
for the 5-kilometer run.

“I think one of the nice 
things about this program 
is that it’s a lot of small con-
tributions,” Fishman said. 
“In the end it’s definitely 
going to be one of those 
things that GW Hillel will 
continue to support and 
take a leading role in.” 

The money raised will 
go to the American Can-
cer Association to support 
its cancer research initia-
tives. u 

Hillel raises funds 
for breast cancer

D.c. named top city for young professionals

Group pulls in 
$7,500 for 
research in Oct.
by Drew speNce
Hatchet Reporter

Jobs, nightlife 
draw students, 
recent graduates
by sarah Biggart   
Senior Staff Writer  

"It makes us very 
proud."

marc friend
President of Jewish 

Student Association

jorDaN emoNt | hatchet photographer
D.C. was ranked the top city for young professionals last month by a Wall Street Journal report. The city at-
tracts students and recent graduates through its jobs, opportunities and nightlife.



For senior administrators Robert 
Chernak and Donald Lehman, the 
Yellow Ribbon Program is a chance 
to make a difference in the lives of fel-
low veterans. And they would know 
a little something about that – both 
officials  are veterans who went to 
school on benefits from the original 
GI Bill.

Lehman, executive vice president 
for Academic Affairs, served six years 
active duty during the 1960s in the Air 
Force Office of Scientific Research. 
Chernak served in the Navy Security 
Group and was stationed overseas in 
Japan during the Vietnam conflict. 
Both administrators said they see 
a chance to pay it forward with the 
Yellow Ribbon Program, a voluntary, 
government-sponsored program in 
which schools match financial aid 
provided to veterans from the gov-
ernment. GW provides veterans with 
more benefits and financial support 
through the Yellow Ribbon Program 
than any other D.C. school. 

For Lehman, the GI Bill was criti-
cal for his enrollment in GW, where 
he pursued a doctoral degree from 
1965 to 1970. Without the GI Bill ben-
efits, he said he would not have been 
able to afford to go to GW. 

“Even in those days, GW was 
more expensive than a public uni-
versity,” Lehman said in an e-mail. “I 
remember thinking tuition was rela-
tively high.” 

Chernak and Lehman, two of the 
University’s most senior administra-
tors, are tasked with making some of 
the most important policies that di-
rectly affect students and faculty. 

“As I work day in and day out, 
it’s nothing conscious that I think 
about,” Chernak said of his time in 
the military. “Clearly being in the 
military starts to foster a certain sense 
of discipline that one instills in them-
selves, whether providing leadership 
or understanding and following in-
structions from leaders, I guess that’s 
the military influence in how I handle 
my job.” 

The University has had a long 
history with the GI Bill, as one of 
its students was famously the first 
recipient of the bill. In 1944, GW stu-
dent Don Balfour became the first 
student veteran to receive benefits 
from what was then a new GI Bill. 
According to documents published 
in Gelman Library’s GWU Ency-
clopedia, Balfour, who graduated 
with a bachelor’s degree in 1945, in-
terviewed the head of the Veteran’s 
Administration the day the GI Bill 

went into effect, unknowingly mak-
ing history when he was allowed to 
sign up for benefits during the inter-
view. 

Chernak said his military back-
ground was just one of many reasons 
to enact the Yellow Ribbon Program. 

“As we looked at our policies in 
regard to the commitment we made 
to the Yellow Ribbon Program, I can’t 
help but think there is some posi-
tive bias,” Chernak said. “Especially 
when I myself benefitted from the GI 
Bill. I can understand how retooling 
and preparing yourself for an even-
tual career after the military really 
can be life-shaping and a very posi-
tive experience.” 

One of GW’s own veterans Brian 
Hawthorne has worked closely with 
both administrators and said having 
fellow veterans in the administration 
is important. 

“We have a lot of allies in the 

administration, but it’s nice to have 
someone who can really represent 
you and walk through your shoes,” 
said Hawthorne, the co-founder 
and president of The GW Veterans. 
“That’s how I see Dr. Chernak and 
Dr. Lehman. Both of them have been 
really receptive and accepting. Cer-
tain things would not have happened 
without their support.” 

Chernak said that his meetings 
with students like Hawthorne have 
helped influence the decisions he’s 
made as an administrator. 

“I got more involved with insti-
tutional decisions to try and address 
a lot of the issues that Brian Haw-
thorne brought to my attention,” 
Chernak said. “When you’re in a 
position where you can actually af-
fect for the better the opportunity 
and lifestyle while students are here, 
that’s something I get a lot of pleasure 
out of.” u
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CRIME LOG

DRuG Law VIOLatIOn

11/6/09 - Potomac Hall - 
12:55 p.m. - Case closed

University Police Department 
officers responded to a report 
of a suspicious odor com-
ing from a room in Potomac 
Hall. GW Housing Programs 
conducted an administrative 
search of the room and found 
5.3 grams of marijuana, drug 
paraphernalia and alcohol. 
-Referred to Student Judicial 

Services

11/7/09 - Crawford Hall - 
12:35 a.m. - Case closed

UPD responded to a report 
of loud noise coming from a 
room and noticed a suspi-
cious odor upon opening the 
door. GW Housing Programs 
conducted an administrative 
search and found 3.2 grams 
of marijuana, two unknown 
pills and drug paraphernalia. 

-Referred to SJS

11/8/09 - Munson Hall - 
8:05 a.m. - Case closed

UPD responded to an anony-
mous report of a suspicious 
odor coming from a room. GW 
Housing Programs conducted 
an administrative search and 
found 3.3 grams of marijuana, 
five pills, drug paraphernalia, 
and alcohol. 

-Referred to SJS

HIt & Run

11/8/09 - 700 block of 21st 
Street - time unknown - 
Case closed

A GW staff member reported 
that his motorcycle had been 
knocked over by a car parked 
in front of him. 

-No identifiable subjects

LIquOR Law VIOLatIOn

11/6/09 - academic Center 
- 12:39 a.m. - Case closed

UPD officers responded to 
a report of an intoxicated 
male student in the lobby 
of the Academic Center. He 
was assessed, deemed not 
dangerous to himself and re-
leased. 

-Referred to SJS

11/6/09 - Hensley Hall 
(MVC) - 12:50 a.m. - Case 
closed

UPD responded to a report of 
underage drinking in Hensley 
Hall on the Vern. On contact 
with the individuals, officers 
spotted alcohol in plain view. 
Six subjects were assessed, 
deemed not a danger to them-
selves and released. 

-Referred to SJS

11/7/09 - Potomac Hall - 
1:50 a.m. - Case closed

UPD officers observed an in-
toxicated male in the lobby of 
Potomac Hall. Upon question-
ing him, they found he was 
not affiliated with GW. He was 
assessed and transported to 
GW Hospital. 

-Subject barred from cam-
pus.

SIMPLE aSSauLt

11/5/09 - City Hall - 4:45 
p.m. - Case closed

UPD responded to a report 
that a female student struck 
a D.C Fire EMS emergency 
medical technician while she 
was being treated. The EMT 
chose not to press charges. 
The subject was transported 
to GW Hospital to be treated 
for her medical emergency. 

-Referred to SJS

11/8/09 - near thurston 
Hall - 3:40 a.m. - Case 
closed

UPD officers responded to 
a report of an “exchange of 
words” between two men un-
affiliated with the University, 
which led to an altercation. Of-
ficers broke the men up before 
anyone was seriously hurt. 

-Subjects barred from cam-
pus

tHEft

11/6/09 - Samson Hall 
- time unknown - Case 
closed

A GW staff member reported 
that he left his office and, 
upon his return, his property 
was missing from his desk. 

-No identifiable subject

Compiled by T.C. Flowers

Sharing the benefit

ANNe werNikoff | AssistANt photo editor
Executive Vice President Don Lehman, shown here with his acceptance papers, 
received financial aid for college in the 1960s through the original GI Bill.

Original GI Bill helped two top administrators get through college
by MAtt rist  
Senior Staff Writer 

VETERANS DAY



Drawing together student service mem-
bers from across the District and the world, 
Georgetown’s Army Reserve Officers’ Train-
ing Corps hosted a Veterans Day ceremony 
honoring the sacrifices of military men and 
women. 

A crowd of about 30 civilians gathered 
in Georgetown’s McShain Lounge for the 
annual event, which featured military cus-
toms and a keynote address by Brigadier 
Phil Jones, a representative of the British 
Army Staff.   

In his speech, Jones emphasized that 
“our collective future is in your [the cadets’] 
hands.” He congratulated the cadets and ex-
pressed confidence in their ability to serve 
their country.  

With a steady, elegant voice, Jones read 
an anonymous piece that profiled the av-
erage soldier as a 19-year-old “half-man, 
half-boy” who has “seen more suffering and 
death than he should have in his short life-
time.”  

Jones, who attended the Royal Military 
Academy Sandhurst and was commissioned 
in 1981, has served 12 operational tours.  

Lt. Col. George Pivik, a professor of mil-
itary science and commander of the battal-
ion, introduced Jones and honored the rich 
history of the battalion that dates back to the 
1830s.   

The battalion includes 148 students from 
GW, Georgetown, American, Catholic, and 
the Institute of World Politics, said Cadet 
Captain S1 Julienne Denecke, a GW senior in 
charge of personnel. GW’s 43 students make 
up the largest platoon in the battalion.  

GW students also control important 
day-to-day operations – Cadet Second Lieu-
tenant Jon Woislaw, a senior at GW and As-
sistant S5, is in charge of civilian-military re-
lations, media, recruitment, and retention.   

Pivik, who praised the academic and 
military accomplishments of the cadets, said 
that he and the cadets maintain a “respect-
ful, close-distance relationship.” 

“I do my duty but people before me 
have paid an ultimate price,” said Cadet 
Second Lieutenant Nathan Barnes, who was 
deployed in Afghanistan from the summer 
of 2004 to 2005. u
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Hao Nguyen has been work-
ing as a vendor across from Gelman 
Library for 18 years, often selling 
his snacks and sodas seven days a 
week.

“The students are so nice, they 
don’t make me tired... that’s why 
I’m happy to work here,” Nguyen 
said this week, with a big grin across 
his face as a student approached to 
buy a hot dog.

But the landscape in which 
Nguyen – who emigrated from 
Vietnam in 1990 – is operating is be-
ginning to change, now that D.C.’s 
Vending Regulation Act of 2009 has 
gone into effect.

The act, which was enacted in 
October, calls for a reworking of the 
old regulations and will increase the 
number of food options sold and the 
number of vendors around the city. 
Though many existing vendors will 
get to keep their locations, new com-
petitors' locations remain a cause for 
concern for some vendors.

The law allows a maximum of 
350 vendors in Ward 2, and plans to 
remove vendors operating without 
a permit for a particular location.  

Michael Rupert, a spokesman 
for DCRA, explained in a phone in-
terview that the number of vendors 

in Ward 2 has remained steady since 
the passing of a temporary act for 
the regulations.

“We are doing what the public 
is asking us to do, which is to create 
regulations that will create a level 
playing field for all businesses that 
are looking to work in the District,” 
Rupert said. 

“Before, the only product that 
was even able to be sold was hot 
dogs, that’s how limiting [the regu-
lations put in place in 1998] were. 
When they revised those, it opened 
up the door to things you might be 
able to see in other types of metro-
politan areas. You are literally see-
ing the gamut of foods,” he added.

Adel Abdelkrim, a vendor 
who owns a food cart at 22nd and I 
streets on campus, is one of the ven-
dors excited about the initiative to 

incorporate new foods.
“I have an idea for different 

foods besides hot dogs, like falafel, 
because a lot of people ask for veg-
gies. We have a lot of different cus-
tomers and some of them don’t eat 
meat,” Abdelkrim said about the 
possibilities the passage of the law 
would open up.

While some vendors don’t op-
pose the competition, others fear 
what it means for their only source 
of income.

“The problem in D.C. is they 
don’t have enough spots for them,” 
Nguyen said about the permit re-
strictions on locations.

“I live by this spot. They take 
this spot and I’ll lose everything.”

“Competition is the best for ev-
erybody, I believe in competition so 
that the customer will benefit.” u

New law may increase vendor competition
Rules allow for  
more vendors, wider 
array of foods
by JeN wolfe  
Hatchet Reporter 

Veterans 
honored at 
Georgetown
British army representative 
gives keynote address
by ANdreA Vittorio  
Hatchet Reporter 

rAchel KrAusmAN | hAtchet photogrApher 
Members of the Hoya Battalion pay tribute to 
soldiers at a Veterans Day ceremony Wednesday.

Margaret Soltan, professor 
of English, said she began ask-
ing students not to bring laptops 
about three years ago, and put a 
formal no-laptop policy in her 
syllabus this year. 

“I began to notice that stu-
dents with laptops weren’t re-
ally looking at me and they were 
just sort of mechanically taking 
notes,” Soltan said. 

She said small English classes 
require students to engage in dis-
cussion, and she could tell the 
students with laptops were less 
focused on the class. Sometimes 
she couldn’t see their faces, she 
said. 

“It just seemed to me that for 
the sake of discussion and focus 
and intensity in the classroom 
and just social engagement, it 
would be better if they didn’t use 
them,” Soltan said. 

“I haven’t heard any com-
plaints from any student, and I 
have heard gratitude from stu-
dents,” Soltan added. 

Soltan said that some col-
leagues of hers have policies ban-
ning cell phones in the classroom, 

and that it may be the next step 
for her. 

“That’s the next front,” said 
Soltan of cell phones in class. 
“The war never ends.”

Many professors agreed that 
phones in class are less of a dis-
ruption than laptops, but Soltan 
noted that some students check 
their phones religiously. 

“Of course all professors 
notice students surreptitiously 
checking their cell phones and to 
me, there’s sort of a compulsion 
about it. I mean the class only 
lasts for an hour or so,” Soltan 
said. 

Bruce Dickson, a professor of 
political science, banned laptops 
in both his large lecture class and 
its smaller discussion sections 
this semester. 

“When I had taught the class 
in previous semesters, it was pret-
ty clear that a lot of the students 
who were using laptops were 
surfing the Web,” Dickson said. 

Several students said they 
have noticed other students us-
ing laptops for non-class related 
activities. 

“If they can manage to get 
a good grade and still go on Fa-
cebook, then good for them. It 
doesn’t affect me in any way,” 
sophomore Matt Pergamo said, 

who uses his own laptop for tak-
ing notes. 

Freshman Chris Marni said 
he has seen students video chat-
ting in class. 

“They have headphones, so 
they do it that way,” he said. 

But video-chatting is not the 
only surprising behavior to be 
found in lectures, one professor 
said. 

“One time in lecture I saw 
two students kind of in the back 
but in the middle making out. 
People get up and leave, they 
read the newspaper – The Hatch-
et of course,” said Chad Rector, 
professor of political science. “So 
yes, I see students doing all kinds 
of things that are seemingly not 
consistent with paying attention 
or taking notes.”

Rector said he isn’t sure 
whether laptops add to the num-
ber of students who are not pay-
ing attention. He said there are 
many ways students entertain 
themselves without the help of 
technology. 

“If students want to goof off 
and not pay attention in class, I 
might make fun of them and they 
won’t do as well on the exam, but 
I don’t really see myself as being 
in charge of propping their eye-
lids open and forcing them to pay 

attention,” he said. 
Freshman Jenna Duncan said 

she often gets distracted by her e-
mail, which alerts her with pop-
ups when she has a new message. 
However, she doesn’t find that 
her laptop inhibits her focus, es-
pecially in her classes in 2020 K 
St. where she can’t access the In-
ternet. 

Duncan and Anna Anecca, a 
freshman, agreed that they were 
not distracted by the people 
around them using laptops to 
check Facebook or do other non-
class-related activities. 

“Once I check my phone, I 
know I won’t be able to stop, so I 
usually just hide it in the bottom 
of my backpack,” Anecca said. 

Other students check their 
phones less often in their harder 
classes, and more in the classes 
they know they can do well in. 
Pergamo doesn’t check his phone 
in his history class, where he sits 
in the front, but says he does in 
his physics class. 

“It’s one of my better subjects 
so I don’t have to pay attention as 
much,” he said. 

Duncan said she checks her 
phone once in a while, but not 
compulsively. “I don’t have a 
BlackBerry, so that helps,” she 
said. u

Beau recently returned from 
Iraq. “I hope that all of us will go 
off today and think about how 
we can join in this call of service. 
I know what an impact it will 
have.”

Biden said a main goal of 
Mission Serve is to explore op-
tions for expanding access to 
childcare, reducing housing 
costs and making health care 
available and more affordable 
for veterans.  

“I am always inspired by the 
deep commitment to our nation 
and overwhelmed with gratitude 
for all [veterans] do to protect all 
of us at home,” Biden said.  

The afternoon’s award win-
ner, Powell, said she was “deep-
ly honored.” 

It is “with great humility with 
which I share this award with 
the military families, the count-
less Americans, that everyday 
make life better for those around 
them,” she said. “It is important 
that we affirm today that it is all 
of us working in partnership to 
build a better America.”  

Powell, a longtime supporter 
of military families, has worked 

with America’s Promise Alli-
ance, an organization devoted to 
ensuring children have the fun-
damental resources they need to 
succeed.  

Many students left mid-cer-
emony, once Obama, Biden and 
Powell were finished speaking 
and escorted off stage, missing 
a performance by veterans shar-
ing their war stories.  

Senior Lauren Czeizler said 
the exodus of students “repre-
sents GW poorly.” 

“That most students cleared 
out after the ‘celebrities,’ in a 
sense, were gone, goes against 
the whole point of today, which 
is commemorating the veterans,” 
Czeizler said. 

The remainder of the pro-
gram featured speakers from 
different military and communi-
ty-pairing service organizations 
including speeches from GW 
senior Brian Hawthorne, legisla-
tive director of Student Veterans 
of America and Staff Sergeant in 
the U.S. Army Reserve, Univer-
sity President Steven Knapp, and 
Timothy Mahoney, a sergeant in 
the U.S. Army. 

The conclusion of the pro-
gram was the “Telling Project,” 
a performance by veterans and 
family members of military 
service men and women that 

allowed them to recount their 
experiences in the military to 
members of the community. 

MTV correspondent Sway 
Calloway, the event’s emcee, in-
troduced the program, describ-
ing it as embodying “honesty 
and open-mindedness as the 
core principle of democracy,” 
motivated by “veterans who 
want to speak about their expe-
riences, and communities who 
want to listen.” 

Earlier in the day, uniformed 
service members, veterans, fam-
ilies, and students gathered in 
the Marvin Center’s Great Hall 
for a wreath-laying ceremony 
dedicated to those who are serv-
ing, have served, and will serve, 
Hawthorne said.  

At the wreath-laying cer-
emony, keynote speaker Lt. Col. 
Clark Welch said that he felt very 
privileged to be able to bring 
recognition, honor and personal 
thanks to the day. 

“We veterans stand together. 
Centuries ago [George Wash-
ington] was a veteran who had 
to resort to violence to figure 
out social problems that had to 
be resolved,” Welch said. “Until 
mankind figures out a way [to re-
solve these social problems], the 
profession of arms will collect 
fine young men and women.”  

Before presenting the wreath, 
Hawthorne urged students to 
“Please thank a vet.” 

Students and faculty also 
participated in a care package 
assembly, sponsored by orga-
nizations including PBS, Target 
and Blue Star Families.  

“This is a small way to thank 
them for what they’ve done for 
us,” Knapp said.  

Target donated the majority 
of items available for packing, 
said Karen Casanova, manager 
of community relations at Target 
in Minneapolis, and will be sent 
to three military and marine sta-
tions: Kansas National Guard, 
Camp Lejeune in North Carolina 
and Little Creek in Virginia. 

“To be somewhere on Veter-
ans Day and to see people com-
ing out and to see it all in action 
is a great feeling,” Vivian Green-
tree, membership director of 
Blue Star Families, said. 

Students showed their sup-
port by making care packages as 
well. 

“Personally, I don’t agree 
with government actions in 
Iraq and Afghanistan but I have 
friends who work in the army... 
regardless of what I believe, I re-
spect what the men and women 
are doing,” said Emily Sieg, a 
junior. u
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court judges from five to sev-
en, and installing a new speak-
er of the senate to preside over 
the legislative body instead of 
the EVP.

“To see 29 senate votes 
in the affirmative means that 
there is resounding, almost 
unanimous consent, that this 
is exactly what we want,” Sen. 
Michael Komo, U-At Large, 
said. Komo is a member of the 
eight-person constitutional 
task force that wrote the new 
bylaws.

“If the students want this, 
they will vote in the affirma-
tive. It’s up to the students,” 
Komo said.

When introducing the bill 
on the senate floor, Komo said 
that running the president and 
EVP on the same ticket would 
have them work together more 
effectively.

“What if Barack Obama 
and Sarah Palin were in-
dependently elected to the 
White House?” Komo said. 
“We want the president and 

the vice president to have the 
same message.”

Two amendments were 
added to the bill during the 
senate’s debate. One amend-
ment proposed by Sens. Josh 
Goldstein, CCAS-U, and 
Giovanni Tomasi, ESIA-U, 
increased the number of fresh-
man senators from three to 
four, after the original draft 
had eliminated them com-
pletely.

The proposed constitution 
includes a freshman assembly, 
which will be comprised of 
any freshmen who join. Four 
assembly members will be 
chosen to serve as “liaisons” 
to each of the four senate com-
mittees, and those individuals 
will still be called non-voting 
freshman senators. They will 
be selected internally by the 
assembly, a change from the 
current system in which the 
senate appoints freshmen to 
the seats.

Fogarty voiced his opposi-
tion to the freshman assembly 
and to the added amendment.

“It is unfair to add a sepa-
rate assembly for the freshmen 
without adding separate as-
semblies for each class in each 

school or program,” Fogarty 
said. His attempt to propose 
assemblies for each class was 
voted down by the senate.

“The freshman senators 
are already uniquely repre-
sented in the senate – no other 
class has reserved seats on the 
senate,” Fogarty said.

The second amendment 
changed the senate speaker 
from being a student body-
elected position to one inter-
nally approved by the senate.

Sen. Connor Walsh, U-At 
Large, also a task force mem-
ber, proposed the amendment. 
Walsh called the speaker “a 
management position” that 
would be most effective if cho-
sen by the senators they would 
be working with.

Dobson opposed the 
amendment during the de-
bate, and said it was impor-
tant to have a speaker come 
directly from the students and 
outside of the SA. He said he 
ultimately voted against the 
bill because of the “clear mes-
sage” that the student body 
doesn’t care about internal SA 
politics.

“It’s also interesting that 
in a bill that claims it cuts 

down on bureaucracy, we’ve 
now created an entirely new 
[freshman] assembly, we’ve 
increased the number of fresh-
man senators, and increased 
the number of student judg-
es,” Dobson said. “It doesn’t 
fix any of the efficiency [prob-
lems].”

EVP Jason Lifton said that 
he was very pleased with the 
night’s debate.

“I think that people clearly 
came prepared with things 
they were interested in talk-
ing about,” Lifton said. “At 
this point it’s up to the student 
body, but it was clearly an 
overwhelming senate major-
ity that passed it.

Bindelglass declined to 
take a position for or against 
the changes proposed, as did 
EVP Jason Lifton.

“It is very important to me 
that the student body make 
this decision on their own ac-
cord,” Bindelglass said in an 
e-mail. 

The current constitution 
states the SA president will 
nominate three people to serve 
on a special elections commit-
tee within five class days of the 
Senate vote calling for the ref-

erendum, and the Senate must 
vote on the confirmation of the 
president’s candidates within 
a week of their nominations.

Once confirmed by a ma-
jority vote of the Senate, the 
special elections committee 
will set the date for the refer-
endum vote within 20 class 
days after the certification of a 
petition or the Senate vote call-
ing for the referendum.

Komo said he is confident 
that the referendum will pass 
despite the low turnout at last 
week’s constitution town hall.

Students have cast ballots 
for SA constitutional reform 
in the past. In January of 2006 
the Student Court invalidated 
the proposed constitution that 
students had voted in favor of 
one month earlier. Subsequent 
legislation efforts to ignore the 
court’s ruling did not succeed, 
and the existing constitution 
remained in effect. One year 
later, another constitutional 
bill was also struck down.

More recently, a new con-
stitution bill was tabled late 
last spring before a senate vote 
was held after charges of se-
crecy and exclusivity plagued 
the document’s writing. u
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flu-like symptoms, less than 
1 percent have been admitted 
overnight to the hospital, Little 
said.

GW Hospital has not seen 
any deaths due to H1N1, but 
there have been some admis-
sions to the Intensive Care Unit 
due to patients developing 
pneumonia or acute respira-
tory distress syndrome, where 
the patient’s lungs become in-
flamed and the body has diffi-
culty absorbing oxygen.

The hospital reports that 
its emergency department is 
seeing a higher volume of flu 
cases this year than in past 
years. Little said the ER is see-
ing around 25 patients per day 
complaining of flu-like symp-
toms. 

“We’re definitely seeing 
more flu cases now than during 
the entire flu season, and it’s 
only November,” Little said. 

D.C. flu season ends around 
April, so GW Hospital should 
expect a “busier than usual 
winter,” he added. u
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Spring Break 2010. Sell 
Trips, Earn Cash and 
Go Free. Call for Group 
Discounts. Best Prices 
Guaranteed! Jamaica, 
Cancun, Acapulco, 
Bahamas, S. Padre, 
Florida. 800-648-4849 or 
www.ststravel.com.

Skydive! One Day First 
Jumps! 
22 jumper airplane goes to 
13,500' Gift Certificates! 
www.skydiveorange.com 
(540) 943-6587

Student houSing

Nice studio apt. $1400. per 
month in Foggy Bottom at 
the Claridge House on the 
top floor. 4 minute walk to 
GW and the Metro. 10 min-
ute walk to the White 
House, or Watergate to 
shop. Underground Parking 
will become available 
shortly for additional fee. 
Pool & Elevator. Contact 
Tare at 202296-5200

The GW haTcheT Classifieds

Across
1 ___ salad (dish

with ground
beef)

5 Where
Panasonic is
headquartered

10 Nav. ___
14 “Get ___,” 1967

hit for the
Esquires

15 Florida tourist
destination

16 Hersheyʼs candy
17 Like many old

gym socks
18 *Baseball feat
20 ___ friends
22 Pay dirt
23 Clear, in a way
24 *Physics period
26 Garth Brooks, by

birth
27 Winter Olympics

races
28 Marijuanaʼs

active
substance: Abbr.

29 Directional
ending

30 Old greeting
31 Farm sound

32 Not just turn
down

33 Repeatedly …
and a hint to the
answers to this
puzzleʼs starred
clues

37 Kind of wave
38 One of the

Canterbury
pilgrims

39 Golden Globe-
winning English
actor McShane

40 M.D.ʼs who
deliver

41 Palm product
42 X, e.g.
46 Last word in

shampoo
instructions

48 *Brave front
49 Dentistʼs

admonition
50 Do a

background
check on

51 “What he said”
52 *Asthmaticʼs

concern

55 Town at one end
of the Windsor
Bridge

56 Something a
person may take
a spin in?

57 Blinded painfully
58 Filmmaker

Riefenstahl
59 To be, to 33-

Down
60 Targets of some

sprays
61 Harriet Beecher

Stowe novel

Down
1 Theyʼre read at

services
2 Uncouth sort
3 Basilica feature
4 Hazard around

an aerosol can
5 Work started by

Londonʼs
Philological Soc.

6 Many Mel
Brooks films

7 “Dedicated to
finding ___”
(diabetes
foundation
motto)

8 Japanese port
9 The Falcons, on

scoreboards
10 Cosmetician

Adrien
11 Olympics venue
12 Individually, in a

way
13 Leading lady
19 N.E.A. part:

Abbr.
21 Part of a hazmat

suit
25 Follow-up to a

parentʼs
command,
maybe

26 Metal thatʼs an
effective
radiation shield

28 It may be
pinched

31 Range part:
Abbr.

32 Treacherous
expanse

33 Caligulaʼs
predecessor as
emperor

34 Not gradually
35 Suffix with glee

or sorrow

36 Like circus
elephants

37 Potassium ___
(preservative)

41 Home of
highways H-1,
H-2 and H-3

42 Flap oneʼs gums
43 Vermin hunter
44 When Romeo

meets Juliet

45 Russian
playwright
Andreyev

47 -like
48 Insurance giant
50 ___ the Dragon,

ruler of old
Wallachia

53 “Yo te ___”
54 Stat for an R.B.
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Across
1 Cousin of ours
9 Rey Juan

Carlosʼs home
15 Stand-up guy
16 It holds its liquor
17 Much of

Redwood
National Park

19 He wrote the
best sellers
“Couplehood”
and “Babyhood”

20 “Walkabout”
director Nicolas

21 Souvenir thatʼs
strung

22 End-of-page
abbr.

23 Not out of it
25 Alternatives to

Zippos
26 Sandwich site:

Abbr.
27 When repeated,

start of a Beatles
title

28 Wild

29 Zap
30 Actress Alvarado
31 Sandwich, Edam

or Champagne
34 Responded

contemptuously
36 Site of Prince

Don Juanʼs tomb
37 Out of the main
39 Shut up
40 Secret agent

created by a
1938 Pulitzer
winner

41 Navy fig.
44 Doesnʼt go

straight
45 Is frank about
46 Setting of

William the
Conquerorʼs
castle

47 Itʼll shut you up
48 Finnish

composer
Bergman

49 Von Rothbart
turned her into a
swan

51 Fixation
54 Wash
55 Itʼs near a

bicycleʼs
derailleur

56 Potential
checkout
correction

57 Result of a slice
serve

Down
1 It keeps you

grounded
2 Decide
3 You may get

annoyed if itʼs
given away

4 Existential topic
for Heidegger

5 Home to a
Shakespearean
prince

6 How a
psychopath
behaves

7 Its nails are
surrounded by
hair

8 Press
9 Worn out
10 Tramp
11 3, 4 or 5, but

rarely 6
12 19, for N.B.A.

players
13 Payload holder
14 Like some

brakes
18 Occasion for

judging jumping
24 Best Actor of

1965
25 City near

Montpelier

27 Elizabeth of
“Lone Star,”
1996

29 Pinheads
30 Source of a body

piercing?
31 Where to get

croquetas
32 Cry for attention
33 Tight shoes, e.g.

35 O.K.
38 They may create

rings
40 Strand
41 Pet shop stock
42 Leader called

“the Great”
43 50 before two
46 Price part

48 “And Winter
Came …” artist

50 Illustrator of
Cervantesʼs
“Don Quixote”

52 Its rings are
familiar
worldwide: Abbr.

53 Number of legs
on un insetto

Puzzle by Doug Peterson
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Check this 
out...

Fotoweek D.C. is this week! 
Check the event's Web site for 
the deal on photography open-
ings and talks all around the city.

It's not in Kansas, it's at the 
National Archives! Hit the mu-
seum Saturday for a screening 
of "The Wizard of Oz." 

Hatchet Arts and Hatchet Life 
just joined to launch the new 
blog, Beyond the Books. Go to 
blogs.gwhatchet.com/btb.

H

QuickTakes...
Will Stratton
No Wonder
(Stunning ModelS on diSplay)

No Wonder, the 
second album by 
singer-songwrit-
er Will Stratton, 
evokes a feeling 
of pure happiness. 
While it can be 
defined as indie-rock, his style moves 
beyond the typical guy-with-a-guitar 
genre. Listening to his album, you feel 
like you’re lying in a field of grass star-
ing at the sky. If you’re into a mellow 
sound that melts your problems, this 
album is for you. Definitely worth a 
download.

-Kate Meroski

Weezer
Raditude
(dgC ReCoRdS)

With the release of 
Raditude, Weezer 
fans have some-
thing to celebrate. 
This latest album, 
the seventh the 
band has released since its formation 
in 1992, has all the elements that have 
popularized such past Weezer songs as 
“Beverly Hills,” and “Buddy Holly.” The 
Raditude songs are true to the band's 
original style, characterized by catchy 
choruses, and quirky lyrics. All of the 
tracks, including the more serious bal-
lad “Put Me Back Together,” are decid-
edly upbeat. With the help of strong 
drum rhythms and the electric guitar, 
many of the songs portray amusingly 
honest stories of getting into relation-
ships. 

-Hannah Traverse 

The Black Hollies
Softly Towards the Light
(eRneSt Jenning ReCoRdS)

For those who 
grooved during the 
era of the Beatles 
and the Who, a 
nostalgic journey 
back to the highly 
cherished 60s will 
surely accompany the purchase of this 
newly released album, “Softly Towards 
the Light.” From their home base in 
New Jersey, the young and retro quar-
tet The Black Hollies has impressively 
succeeded in reviving the psychedelic 
aura that encompassed the original 
British Invasion. Between their mellow 
vocals, energetic instrumentals, and 
dated outfits, one would expect to see 
band members walking across Abbey 
Road of London, not necessarily along 
a street in Jersey City.

FiveTenTwenty
A weekly entertainment guide for the 

cash-strapped college student. 

Buy some pop-
corn and catch 
the screen-
ing of “Jungle 
Fever,” hosted 

by the Multicultural Student Services 
Center, Nov. 13 at 2127 G. St. at 5 p.m.

The Mouse-
trap, the Black 
Cat’s legend-
ary night of 
Britpop, is back 

Nov. 14 at 9:30 p.m. Tickets are $10.

5$

10$
If you have

Catch 
Maroon 
5 at the 
Smith 
Center 

Nov. 13 at 8.p.m. Tickets are $30 for 
students. 

If you have

20$

If you have

Lines are blurred in 'Noises Off'

What happens backstage 
doesn’t necessarily stay back-
stage.

At least that’s the truth for 
the nine-member cast of Four-
teenth Grade Players’ produc-
tion of “Noises Off”, happen-
ing this weekend in the Lisner 
Downstage.

“People think they know 
what happens backstage dur-
ing a show, but they have no 
idea how the rehearsal process 
is,” said senior Eb Richardson, 
who is the director of the play. 
“I think this show is pretty ac-
curate [in terms of portraying 
the truth].” 

The comedy, which has been 
on Broadway and had a movie 
adaptation, is an in depth look 
at the making of a theatrical 
production. It revolves around 
a director who must direct his 
actors in a production of the 
fictional show, “Nothing On”, 
and therefore becomes a sort of 
play-within-a-play. As any di-
rector can attest, the drama and 
comedy that happens before a 
show opens can sometimes be 
just as entertaining as the play 
that is being performed. 

The plot was something 
that Richardson felt personally 
connected to.

“I have been backstage all 
of my life, so I feel like we’re 
all on the same page [about 
what goes on in the making of a 
show],” she said.

The actors, who are gearing 
up to each play a character who 
is playing another role, also 
found some commonalities be-
tween the “Noises Off” figures 
and themselves.

“We have had so many con-
versations which mirror almost 
identically conversations that 
our characters have,” says A.P. 

Carroll, a junior who plays the 
part of Selsdon Mowbray.

It is slapstick in nature and 
displays an often confusing, 
mostly truthful and always co-
medic reflection on the people 
who devote their lives to the-
atre. 

Sophomore actor Ian Fran-
zier also found that the script 
is synonymous with his own 
experience in the rehearsal pro-
cess.

“We are living the play,” 
Franzier said.

The set added another 
dimension of hilarity to the 
plotlines. The first and second 

acts are located in two very dif-
ferent settings in an effort to 
show the contrast in the real 
and the performed. The origi-
nal set rotates 180 degrees and 
emphasizes the difference be-
tween what the audience sees 
and what is really taking place 
behind the curtains.  

And while everything is 
coming together in the days 
before the real opening night, 
Richardson said that there were 
some challenges associated with 
the organized chaos onstage 
when it sometimes translated 
in excess to the real rehearsal 
process. Especially with a tight 

schedule and limited rehearsal 
space, the cast and crew had to 
give a hundred percent and fif-
ty percent in order to make that 
chaos only theatrical. 

“I have to credit this cast; 
it’s a combined effort that re-
ally makes it work,” said Rich-
ardson. “I don’t think it would 
have been possible with any 
different combination of peo-
ple.”   

“Noises Off” will run on 
Thursday Nov. 12 at 8 p.m., 
Friday Nov. 13 at 7 p.m. and 10 
p.m., and Saturday Nov. 14 at 
5 p.m. and 9 p.m. in the Lisner 
Downstage. Tickets are $5. u

The newest student theatre production examines what happens when the stage lights aren't on

by ANA BuLiNg  
Hatchet Reporter 

“It’s good to be home, guys.”
Those were the words of Le Loup front-

man Sam Simkoff, spoken Saturday night 
to the audience during the band's show at 
the Black Cat. The crowd roared its appre-
ciation, and the group launched into an-
other song. Le Loup had officially returned 
to the District. 

The show, the last stop on a tour to pro-
mote the band’s second album, “Family,” 
was the first Le Loup has played in D.C. – 
its home city – in almost a year.

“We missed the crowd,” Simkoff said 
in an interview Tuesday. “This is the place 
where we started out, so people are really 
enthusiastic here. We really feed off the en-
ergy.”

That energy might have given the band 
a second wind; despite playing more than 
20 shows over the past month, Le Loup’s 
hour-long set was still a solid performance. 
The group played tracks off of “Family” 
with high-volume fervor. When he wasn’t 
hunched over a small sound board or enthu-
siastically strumming an autoharp, Simkoff 
jerked and weaved around the tiny stage 
while singing into two microphones. One 
guitarist frequently jumped up and down 
during jams, his massive ‘fro bouncing in 
time to the music, and drummer Robby 
Sahm played his kit so loud the vibrations 
knocked a spare guitar off its stand. 

“We really enjoy playing this group of 
songs,” Simkoff said.

“Family,” released in September, was 
the result of “group collaboration” – a stark 
contrast to their first CD – “The Throne of 
the Third Heaven of the Nations’ Millenni-
um General Assembly,” which was largely 
concieved by Simkoff and bandmate Chris-
tian Ervin. 

“There was a lot more improvisation 
this time to allow for expansion,” Sim-
koff said. “We tried to come out with very 
broad ideas, there was a lot of jamming... 
and Christian and I just tweaked it at the 
end.”

As a result, the songs on “Family” are 
at once alien and completely approach-
able. The group layered its signature bi-
zarre sound effects and monastic vocals 
with memorable guitar riffs and irresistible 
drum grooves. On “Go East” – part of Sat-
urday’s show – band members repeatedly 
intone the song’s title over a deft guitar 
line and a chugging beat. “Beach Town,” 
another track, pairs seagull cries with a 
tribal – and incredibly danceable – line of 
percussion.   

Although Le Loup often draws compar-
isons to Animal Collective, Fleet Foxes and 
Grizzly Bear (and not just for the common 
animal names), Simkoff was quick to deny 
the other groups’ influence on their music. 

“They weren’t fuel for ‘Family,’ ” he 
said. “We like maintaining a respectful dis-
tance from all our personal influences... to 

forge a new pathway.”
Over the past few years, Le Loup has 

undergone several lineup changes – vari-
ous band members have left due to person-
al matters and career choices. (One, May 
Tabol, opened for Le Loup on Saturday 

with her band, Pree.) Although the band is 
constantly trying to “change and improve” 
their sound, Simkoff said that they have 
tried to “retain parts of the live show that 
exude energy.”

“[The energy] is essential... it works 
people up into a semi-spiritual froth,” he 
said. 

While Simkoff is now spending time on 
the West Coast, he and the band enjoy any 
opportunity to come back to D.C. 

“We had a great night,” he said of the 
gig. “The Black Cat is a great venue.” u

The D.C.-originated band returns to the Black Cat to debut its newest album
by CAROLiNe COppeL   
Contributing Arts Editor 

Le Loup comes 
back around

ANNe WeRNikOff  |  AssistANt phOtO editOR
Frontman Sam Simkoff didn't need two microphones for the audience at the Black Cat on Saturday night - but the fans had no complaints that their home-
town boys were back and louder than ever. 

fRANCis RiveRA | hAtChet phOtOgRApheR
Are they acting or is that just Zach Gibson's happy face? The actor, center, performs a scene with Sergio Pasquariello, 
in which the topic of the script is the very rehearsal they are working through. 

"We missed the crowd. This is the 
place where we started out."

Sam Simkoff
Le Loup frontman
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Putting the Pieces Together
GW's men's and women's basketball teams look to 

reconstruct their winning ways
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Rebuild” can be a loaded term in sports vernacu-
lar, a non-starter for the promise of the present, 
a built-in excuse for futility. Yet there it is, bold 
and white and capitalized on the first page of 

the official GW pamphlet shilling the men’s basketball 
program to prospective ticket holders, wordplay on a 
team and home arena in the process of being gutted 
from the inside and restructured in the name of im-
provement.

“It was sort of convenient,” explains Robert Chernak, 
GW’s senior vice president for Student and Academic 
Support Services, who oversees the athletic department. 
“I don’t know if you would necessarily gravitate toward 
that particular word if it wasn’t simultaneous with the 
renovation.”

Whatever the tie-in, nothing is more convenient than 
the truth and, in truth, rebuilding is what the men’s bas-
ketball program is doing as head coach Karl Hobbs en-
ters his ninth season. 

When he arrived in Foggy Bottom in 2001, he in-
herited a team awash in scandal and accompanied by 
low expectations. Then, a steady rise. An NIT berth in 
2004. The next year, an Atlantic 10 title and a bid to the 
NCAA tournament. And the next, a year-long spot in 
the national polls, an undefeated conference season, the 
nation’s best regular-season record. In 2006-07, another 
20-win season, another A-10 title, a third straight trip to 
March Madness.

Then, a sudden fall. In 2007-08, a seven-game losing 
streak, a 9-17 record, a 13th-place finish in the 14-team 
A-10. Last season, an 11-game losing streak, another 
13th-place finish, another March spent without so much 
as a bid to their own conference’s postseason.

“We were sixth in the country,” Director of Athlet-
ics Jack Kvancz says, referring to GW’s peak ranking in 
2006. “How in the Christ do we go two years without 
making the A-10 tournament?”

The search for answers began last winter, as the 
losses accumulated and a storm of discontent 
began brewing around the program. At the cen-
ter was Hobbs, an excitable sideline-stomper 

whose reputation among GW supporters began to wane 
once winning had faded from frequent to rare.

As they do throughout the course of any season, 
Chernak and Kvancz engaged in a series of discussions, 
evaluating the job Hobbs was doing and the direction in 
which the program was heading.

At the end of the season, a decision had to be made: 
stay the course or embark anew under fresh leadership. 
The pair looked at the situation – the players in place, 
the incoming recruiting class, the benefits of stability in 
the always fluctuating college basketball world – and 
chose the former.

“We said, 'hey, look, we still think we have the guy,'” 
Chernak says. “We have someone who understands re-
cruiting, has the conduits… We just have to work with 
Karl and get him to understand that he has to do what it 
was that made him successful in the first place.”

“He’s done it. He’s done it,” Kvancz says. “He’s the 
same guy I hired with all the same connections. He’s 
just got to have better players.”

The variable was isolated. Hobbs would stay; ev-
erything else would change.

“We said, 'Okay,' ” Chernak says, “'What is 
it that we would be able to do as administrators 

to assist Karl in getting back to the level of quality play 
that we want?' "

Many of the desired solutions were already un-
derway as Smith Center entered the second part of its 
three-phase, $43 million renovation process. This stage 
equipped the arena with brand new locker rooms and 
weight facilities, as well as a new court, better lighting, 
a revamped academic center – all the types of features 
that facilitate the recruiting process.

And then came all the little things: the outreach 
events, the proactive letters to fans, the Twitter ac-
counts, the Facebook pages, the new concession stand 
hot dogs.

“Everybody has a role to play,” Hobbs explains, 
echoing sentiments from Chernak and Kvancz. “The 
students have a role to play, the marketing department, 
the ticketing department – it all comes down to a team 
concept.”

“It’s not Karl Hobbs’ basketball program,” he adds. 
“It’s the George Washington University’s program.”

At the base of the escalator in the Foggy Bottom Met-
ro – a stop that previously bore posters touting nearby 
George Mason – a GW basketball ad carpets the floor. 
On it, redshirt junior Travis King and senior Damian 
Hollis flank George, the team’s hatchet-wielding mas-
cot, with a rendering of the new Smith Center entrance 
circa next year at the center. Below them are a phone 
number and Web site; above them is a stylized "GW" 
beside a message.

“We’re both,” the ad reads, “on our way up.”

Three principles dictate Hobbs’s stewardship of 
GW’s men’s basketball program, defining what 
it means to be a member of his team. They are, in 
the words of their source, as follows:

1. You have a burning desire to want to graduate.
2. You have a burning desire to want to improve as a person 
and as a basketball player.
3. You have a burning desire to want to win and succeed.

“I tell every parent and player that I talk to that if 
you don’t buy into those things, please don’t come to 
GW,” Hobbs says. “Because I will end up not liking you 
and you will end up not liking me.”

So while Kvancz labels the remedy “better players,” 
Hobbs specifies that the program lacked “GW players,” 
guys who not only fit into his system of play – long, 
lean, athletic types capable of running the floor – but 
bought into his system of beliefs, and bought into all of 
them, not a select one or two.

Over the past two seasons, the program lost more 
than games, hemorrhaging enough players before 
graduation to field a full starting lineup. Veterans were 
dismissed without public explanation, underclassmen 
were transferred out of the program, and all the while, 
Hobbs rejuvenated his recruiting efforts, making sure 
to see more of incoming players himself and being sure 
to emphasize character as much or more than pure on-
court talent.

He talked to teachers, chatted with guidance coun-
selors, tried to evaluate a recruit’s friends, all in an ef-
fort to gauge the kinds of qualities he says his program 
lost sight of over the last few years.

“Even with all that, you sometimes can be wrong,” 

Hobbs says. “Kids can be complicated.”
Once the players were on board, Hobbs sent them a 

20-page booklet describing what a GW player is, why 
they were coming here, what to expect here, how they 
should act and conduct themselves, and what their role 
would be on the team.

“That foundation needed to be reestablished,” 
Hobbs says. “That mission statement needed to be ham-
mered home.”

Chernak has a story he likes to tell about Dwayne 
Smith.

He walked onto the Smith Center court one 
afternoon earlier this fall to take a look at the ren-

ovations; Smith, one of the team’s six freshmen this year, 
was shooting around at the time. He recognized Chernak, 
stopped his shooting, and walked over to tell the admin-
istrator that he remembered seeing him speak at Colonial 
Inauguration and thought he was funny, so he wanted to 
introduce himself.

Chernak, ever the basketball devotee, already knew 
all about Smith, that he’s from Canada and went to prep 
school last year, but the encounter left an impression on 
him.

“The nicest part about these guys is they see beyond 
themselves,” Hobbs says. “That’s how it used to be here.”

Many around the program are quick to point out the 
chemistry among this year’s team, never needing to reach 
very far to provide evidence. During the national anthem 
at Saturday’s exhibition game, the team stood not with its 
hands behind its backs, as in years past, but with arms 
draped across one another’s shoulders in embrace. While 
King played drums at October’s Colonials Run barbecue 
event, his teammates gathered around him to sing and 
dance.

And at this year’s Colonials Invasion season kickoff 
event, the team took the floor in all-white tuxedos to rau-
cous applause, setting up in two lines to perform a cho-
reographed routine that began with excerpts from Michael 
Jackson’s “Thriller.” They stepped, shimmied and slid in 
unison like the familiar music video zombies, reanimated 
and spirited.

“You can feel it in the air,” Chernak says. “You can feel 
an excitement that’s different.”

But buzz can only go so far. All the peripherals can be 
in place and the program can be renovated off the court, 
but the process will ultimately be judged by how it trans-
lates to the hardwood.

“Who knows what’s gonna happen this year?” Hobbs 
says. “What I do know is it’s gonna be a fun ride. I would 
encourage everyone to get on board this train. And once 
you get on board the train, when it makes a stop, don’t try 
to jump – no, no. Stay on the train. No matter what hap-
pens, stay on the train.”

As with any inexperienced team trying to gain its foot-
ing, Hobb's ride will likely contain a predicted level of un-
predictability. If Saturday’s preseason win was any indi-
cation, there will be both brilliance and blunders aplenty, 
often from the same player, sometimes on the same pos-
session.

Thus, it is not necessarily results by which this team 
will be judged, Chernak says. This season will be evalu-
ated in thirds, looking for progress and improvement as 
much as wins and losses.

Kvancz feels the same way.
“Shortsighted, I wanna win,” Kvancz says. “But I 

also have the patience to say, 'Are these guys going to 
be good?' Have we – and there’s that word – rebuilt this 
team?” u

Men's basketball seeks resurrection

ise,fall,rebuildR
by Dan Greene
Sports Editor  
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2009-10 Men's 
Schedule

Nov. 15   at UNC-Wilmington   4:30 p.m.

Nov. 17   at Boston University   7 p.m.

Nov. 21  vs. UMBC   2 p.m.

Nov. 24  vs. Princeton   7 p.m.

Nov. 28  vs. Oregon State  2 p.m.

Dec. 2   vs. George Mason   7 p.m.

BB&T CLASSIC – Verizon Center

Dec. 6   vs. Navy    5 p.m.

Dec. 9   vs. Providence   7 p.m.

Dec. 12   at Towson   4 p.m.

Dec. 22  at East Carolina  7 p.m.

Dec. 28  at Holy Cross  7 p.m.

Dec. 30  at Harvard               6 p.m.

Jan. 2   vs. Howard             2:30 p.m.

Jan. 6   at St. Bonaventure   7 p.m.

Jan. 10   vs. Xavier  Noon

Jan. 13   at La Salle    7 p.m.

Jan. 20   at Dayton   7 p.m.

Jan. 23   vs. Richmond    2 p.m.

Jan. 27   vs. Saint Louis    7 p.m.

Jan. 30   at Rhode Island  1 p.m.

Feb. 3   at Charlotte    7:30 p.m.

Feb. 6   vs. Duquesne   2 p.m.

Feb. 13   at Fordham   1 p.m.

Feb. 17   vs. Massachusetts   7 p.m.

Feb. 20  at Richmond    7 p.m.

Feb. 24  vs. La Salle  7 p.m.

Feb. 27   vs. Charlotte    6 p.m.

March 3  vs. Saint Joseph's  7 p.m.

March 6  at Temple               2 p.m.

Oregon State
When the Beavers, coached by Michelle 
Obama’s brother, Craig Robinson, visit the 
Smith Center, they will be the first-ever Pac-
10 team to do so.

2009-10 Women's 
Schedule

Nov. 17   at North Texas   8 p.m.

Nov. 19  vs. Coppin State  7 p.m.

Nov. 22  at Ohio    2 p.m.

JUNKANOO JAM - GRAND BAHAMA ISLAND

Nov. 27  vs. Michigan State  1:15 p.m.

Nov. 28  Oklahoma State/Marist         5:45/8 p.m.

Dec. 1   at Tennessee   7 p.m.

Dec. 5   at Auburn   2 p.m.

Dec. 8   vs. Marshall   7 p.m.

Dec. 20  vs. Mount St. Mary's  2 p.m.

Dec. 22  at George Mason   5 p.m.

Dec. 28  vs. Western Kentucky  7 p.m.

Dec. 30  vs. Rutgers  7 p.m.

Jan. 2   vs. Rice   Noon

Jan. 9   vs. Dayton   2 p.m.

Jan. 12   at Rhode Island  7 p.m.

Jan. 16   vs. Charlotte   2 p.m.

Jan. 19   at Richmond   7 p.m.

Jan. 21   at Villanova    7 p.m.

Jan. 24   vs. La Salle  1 p.m.

Jan. 27   at Massachusetts 11:45 a.m.

Jan. 30   at Saint Joseph's 2 p.m.

Feb. 3   vs. Xavier   7 p.m.

Feb. 6   at Duquesne    Noon

Feb. 10   vs. Richmond  7 p.m.

Feb. 14   at St. Bonaventure  1 p.m.

Feb. 20  vs. Fordham  2 p.m.

Feb. 23   vs. Saint Louis  7 p.m.

Feb. 27   at Temple  2 p.m.

George Mason 
The Patriots, who reached the NCAA tourna-
ment last season and the Final Four in 2006, will 
travel down the Orange Line to Smith Center for 
the first time since 1998’s season-opener.

No. 10 Michigan State 
The Spartans reached last year’s Sweet 16 and 
were picked to finish second in the Big Ten 
this year, meaning the Colonials’ trip to the 
Bahamas won’t be much of a vacation.

No. 8 Tennessee
The Lady Volunteers are an institution in colle-
giate sports, having made every NCAA tourna-
ment since the first one in 1982 and won eight 
of them, including those in 2007 and 2008.

Providence
The Friars will be the first Big East team to come 
to Foggy Bottom since… the Friars played at GW 
in 2000. The two teams last met in December 
2006, when the Colonials lost in Rhode Island .

No. 25 Rutgers
The Scarlet Knights, have had the Colonials’ 
number, knocking them out of the 2008 NCAA 
tournament and beating them in each of the last 
two regular seasons.

Xavier
Perhaps the A-10’s flagship program, the Mus-
keteers have appeared in the eight of the last 
nine NCAA tournaments, reaching the Sweet 
16 last year and Elite Eight in 2008.

No. 11 Xavier
Coming off three NCAA tournament appearanc-
es, the Musketeers were picked by A-10 coaches 
to win the conference. They are led by last year’s 
conference player of the year Ta’Shia Phillips.

Notable Opponents 

Bozeman's team is finally his owntwoYear
The center-court team huddle 

breaks at practice and head coach 
Mike Bozeman is smiling, crack-
ing a joke with his players. This 
is his second season as the head 
coach for GW women’s basket-
ball, but for the first time, the 
players are his.

Bozeman took the reins last 
summer after the departure of 
longtime coach Joe McKeown, 
who, in 19 seasons at GW, led the 
Colonials to the NCAA tourna-
ment 15 times and to the Sweet 16 
or further four times. Bozeman, 
who served as an assistant on 
McKeown’s staff for three years 
before taking the head job, has a 
long way to go to match his pre-
decessor’s accomplishments, but 
he credits McKeown for helping 

him prepare for the role.
“I got to learn from a future 

Hall of Famer. He taught me a lot 
and he also gave me a lot of free-
dom,” Bozeman said. “Coming 
in, I wasn’t the average age of a 
guy coming over as an assistant 
coach, but he always had me in 
a position of prominence on the 
staff.”

Despite the “total shock” of 
McKeown’s move to Northwest-
ern before last season, Bozeman 
felt he already possessed the nec-
essary mindset that a head coach 
needed.

“I always had a head coach’s 
mentality,” he said. “In our per-
sonal meetings, [McKeown] was 
always saying, ‘Listen, you’re a 
head coach. You’re just in an as-
sistant coach’s position.’ So I al-
ways thought, ‘What would I do 
if I was at the helm?’ ” 

Last season, he got the chance 
to answer that question. In his first 
season, Bozeman’s team went 17-
12 in the regular season, includ-
ing a 9-5 record in the Atlantic 10, 
but was upset in the first round 
of the conference tournament by a 
No. 12 seed team - Rhode Island.

Despite the early exit, the 
Colonials received a bid to the 
WNIT, though they lost in the 
opening round to Florida Gulf 
Coast in overtime. Some might 
have considered the season a 
success, considering the coach-
ing staff change and the gradua-
tion of three starters the previous 
spring, but Bozeman will be the 
first to say he had other plans.

“I was disappointed with the 
outcome,” he said. “Change for 
anybody is a little difficult and I 
thought that it just didn’t allow 
for us to maximize the potential 

of the team. I thought there were 
certain times in the middle of the 
season that we didn’t play well, 
but toward the end we kind of 
dropped the egg a little bit.”

Now that the team is more 
than 90 percent underclassmen, 
Bozeman officially has his own 
squad, save for redshirt junior 
Ivy Abiona, the only player on 
the team to have played under 
McKeown. 

Despite their lack of experi-
ence, Bozeman thinks the young 
players are ready to play.

“The challenge here now is 
this group came to play for me. 
[They’re] really, really talented,” 
he said. “There’s a freshness to 
the locker room, a freshness to 
the practices, and there’s a crav-
ing to learn more basketball – to 
really get at it.”

With renovations on the Smith 

Center newly completed, Bozem-
an is happy to be playing in what 
he can finally call an “arena,” and 
thinks the new facilities are going 
to help motivate his team to have 
a successful season.

“They came up with millions 
of dollars in renovations,” he said, 
“so we need to come up with mil-
lions of dollars worth of effort.”

In the conference’s preseason 
poll of coaches, the Colonials 
were picked to finish eighth in 
the 14-team Atlantic 10 Confer-
ence, which may seem generous 
for such a young team. Bozeman, 
however, believes his team is go-
ing to surprise a lot of people.

“I’m looking forward to a suc-
cessful season, and I think we 
have a shot at it,” he said. “We 
could sneak up on people. People 
will be very mistaken to overlook 
us.” u

Here's a list of some of the more interesting 
match-ups during each team's season.

by Max FeinBlatt  
Hatchet Reporter

"The challenge here now is this group came to play for me." 
- Head coach Mike Bozeman
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Travis King
Year: Junior (redshirt)

Position: Guard
Height: 6-foot-2

Hometown: New 
Haven, Conn.
Outlook: Along 
with Hollis, King is 
one of the last ties 
to GW’s mid-de-
cade glory days, 
having played 

in the 2007 NCAA tourna-
ment as a freshman. He 

missed the next season with 
a knee injury, which seemed to 

still bother him last year. Hobbs 
has said he plans on using King, 

one of the team’s leaders, as a 
veteran presence off the bench.

Tony Taylor
Year: Sophomore
Position: Guard
Height: 6-foot-1
Hometown: Sleepy Hol-
low, N.Y.
Outlook: After an 
impressive high school 
career, Taylor was 
leaned on heavily in his 
first college season. He 
started 26 of the team’s 28 
games last year, averaging 
27.9 minutes per contest, 
second among Colonials. He 
led the team with 79 assists 
and will likely handle much 
of the team’s point guard 
duties again this year. 

Tiana Myers
Year: Sophomore
Position: Guard
Height: 5-foot-9
Hometown: Camp 
Springs, Md.
Outlook: Myers spent 
most of last season 
learning on the job, 
starting 25 of the 29 
games she played, but 
displayed unusual poise 
and maturity for a first-
year player. She was twice 
named the Atlantic 10’s 
Rookie of the Week, and 
her extensive playing 
time last year automati-
cally makes her one 
of the Colonials’ most 
experienced players.

Tara Booker
Year: Sophomore
Position: Forward/guard
Height: 6-foot-1
Hometown: Galloway, N.J.
Outlook: Booker shot her way to the Atlantic 10’s All-Rookie Team as a fresh-
man last year, connecting on 37.3 percent of her three-point attempts and aver-
aging 8.2 points per game. As her rebounding numbers suggest – she grabbed 5.5 
per game – she is more than just a shooter and can cause a defense headaches.

Danni Jackson
Year: Freshman
Position: Guard

Height: 5-foot-3
Hometown: Dumfries, Va.
Outlook: Don’t be fooled by Jackson’s stature, as little about her game is 
small. ESPN HoopGurlz listed her as the 11th-best point guard recruit in the 

country last season, and she was named to the Washington Post’s All-Met 
first team this past spring. She could have a big impact right away.

Ivy Abiona
Year: Junior (redshirt)

Position: Forward
Height: 6-foot-2
Hometown: Cherry Hill, N.J.
Outlook: As a fourth-
year junior, Abiona is the 
longest-tenured Colonial 
on the roster. She missed 

the 2007-08 season with a knee 
injury and is currently sidelined 
again after undergoing ACL 

surgery in July. When she’s 
healthy enough to play, 
Abiona has demonstrated 
a strong rebounding prow-

ess and shot-blocking abil-
ity, so she should be a valuable 

asset when she returns. 

Colonials to 
know...

Damian Hollis
Year: Senior

Position: Forward
Height: 6-foot-8
Hometown: Ft. Lauderdale, Fla.
Outlook: Considering his height and shooting 
ability, Hollis can be a major matchup issue for 
opponents. Hollis' averages of 13.4 points and 6.1 
rebounds from last year are both tops among 
returning Colonials, though coaches have said 

they’ll be looking for him to grab more boards this 
season. As the team’s most experienced player, 
he’ll have to shoulder much of the load this winter.

Joseph Katuka
Year: Junior
Position: Center
Height: 6-foot-11
Hometown: Zaria, Nigeria
Outlook: Perhaps no returning Colonial’s progression will be 
as closely monitored as Katuka’s, as the team will be relying 
on him to help fill a vacancy in the post. If the lefty trans-
lates last year’s flashes – like the 13 points and 10 rebounds 
he had at Sacramento State – into steady productivity, GW 
could have its first true, dependable center in some time.

00 Dwayne Smith Freshman  Forward 6-6 Toronto, Ontario
1 Travis King  RS Junior  Guard  6-2 New Haven, Conn.
2 J.P. Cotton  Senior   Guard  6-2 Boston, Mass.
3 Tony Taylor  Sophomore  Guard  6-1 Sleepy Hollow, N.Y.
4 Jeff Alston  Grad student Guard  5-9 Silver Spring, Md.
5 Bryan Bynes  Freshman  Guard  6-3 Ft. Lauderdale, Fla.
10 Michael Conward Sophomore  Guard  6-3 Miami, Fla.
12 David Pellom Feshman  Forward 6-8 Wilmington, N.C.
13 Jabari Edwards RS Sophomore Forward 6-10 Brooklyn, N.Y.
15 Aaron Ware  Sophomore  Guard  6-5 Los Angeles, Calif.
20 Lasan Kromah Freshman  Guard  6-5 Greenbelt, Md.
22 Damian Hollis Senior   Forward 6-8 Ft. Lauderdale, Fla.
32 Tim Johnson  Freshman  Guard  6-3 Harvey, Ill.
33 Daymon Warren Freshman  Center 6-9 Richmond, Calif.
42 Joseph Katuka Junior   Center 6-11 Zaria, Nigeria
44 Hermann Opoku Senior   Forward 6-10 Vienna, Austria

Men's Team Roster

00    Nicole Shelton Freshman  

5      Tiana Myers  Sophomore  

10     Shi-Heria Shipp Freshman  

11 Brooke Wilson RS Freshman 

12 Danni Jackson Freshman  

13 Janine Davis  Freshman  

22 Megan Nipe  Freshman  

31 Tara Booker  Sophomore  

34 Ivy Abiona  RS Junior  

44 Sara Mostafa Sophomore  

50 Kay-Kay Allums Sophomore  

Forward/Center 6-2 Trenton, N.J.

Guard   5-9 Camp Springs, Md. 

Forward  5-10 Salisbury, N.C.

Forward  6-2 Greenbelt, Md.

Guard   5-3 Dumfries, Va.

Guard   5-8 Jamaica, N.Y.

Forward/Guard 6-0 Lino Lakes, Minn.

Forward/Guard 6-1 Galloway, N.J.

Forward  6-2 Cherry Hill, N.J.

Center  6-5 Galloway, N.J.

Guard   5-11 Hugo, Minn.

Women's Team Roster

BasketBall Preview

Eight players 
to keep an 
eye on during 
the upcoming 
season



Damian Hollis has the size – a 
6-foot-8-inch, 215-pound frame – 
and pedigree – his father, Essie, 
played in the NBA – to suggest he 
was predestined for basketball suc-
cess.

Yet according to the standout 
senior forward, who averaged more 
than 13 points and a half-dozen re-
bounds per game last season, the 
sport did not come easily to him - a 
fact he uses as motivation.

“Growing up, I got demolished 
on the basketball court,” he said. 
“So it’s like my payback now.”

Prior to his freshman year of 
high school, Hollis was more inter-
ested in the baseball diamond, play-
ing on his high school’s varsity team 
in his first year at the school. But 
that summer he went to Spain for 
five weeks with his father, who was 
a former star at St. Bonaventure and 
had a stint on the Detroit Pistons.

In those five weeks, Hollis said, 
he crammed in everything he knew 
about the sport.

“At that point, basketball was 
just so pure,” he said. “I just played 
so much and I needed to learn and 
be immersed in the sport.”

There was, of course, pressure 
to succeed, but Hollis said he has 
learned to use that pressure to his 
benefit. 

“I use the pressure my dad puts 

on me as fuel,” he said. “I take the 
energy and use it on the court to get 
better.” 

 
In sixth grade, Hollis picked up 

the saxophone. It was the latest ex-
pression of a love of music that be-
gan with his parents listening to jazz 
during his childhood – Essie even 
played in a band – and continued 
with his music teachers handing 
out plastic recorders in elementary 
school. 

Then in junior high, Hollis 
dropped the saxophone and began 
to shift his focus.

“I started leaning away from the 
band-geek thing and more towards 
the jock side,” Hollis said.

Yet music and basketball are not 
kept separate in Hollis’s life; he in-
tertwines them to create a perfect 
balance. He said that before each 
game he tries to take a cold shower 
and have a music session filled with 
a guitar instrumentalist or Jimi Hen-
drix. 

“Jimi doesn’t move with the mu-
sic,” he said. “He just feels it.”

This past summer, Hollis suf-
fered from some hereditary heart 
problems that hindered his ability 
to train and work out. He said that 
his listening to some of his favorite 
musicians like Edit, Infected Mush-
room, Pretty Lights, and various 
reggae bands prevented him from 
going crazy.

“I have music to match every 
way I’m feeling,” he said.

 

Hollis’ devotion to his roots 
can be seen on the 12 aesthetic tat-
toos carefully designed on his arms, 
wrists and back. 

“Big Sister” reads one tattoo 
written in Chinese, a nod to his 
mother’s heritage. Hollis’ sister Ki-
ara has a tattoo in the same place 
that says “Big Brother.”

“We see how sometimes peo-
ple leave their parents or get sep-
arated,” Hollis said. “This is our 
way of promising each other that 
we’ll always come back to each 
other.”

His dedication to his family is 
one of Hollis' many motivations for 
continuing to play basketball. 

“My mom is partly the reason 
why I try so hard in basketball,” he 
said. “So I can lift her off her feet so 
she doesn’t have to do anything for 
the rest of her life.” 

One summer when Hollis was 
in Jamaica playing basketball he 
added another tattoo to the compi-
lation: the symbol for “grateful” in 
Chinese. 

“I am so grateful for the oppor-
tunities that I have,” he said. “I could 
have been anywhere in the world at 
that time. There are so many bad 
things that could happen, but noth-
ing happened to me. I always try to 
be appreciative.” u  
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Music, family inspire standout Hollis
Before devoting himself to basketball, forward 

played baseball and the saxophone

Two physically dominant 
centers; a pair of players with 
four years of experience; a 
6-foot-3 duo that took over the 
rebound department – gone.

The GW women’s basketball 
team will open the season with-
out two familiar faces - Jessica 
and Jazmine Adair, two low-post 
stalwarts with experience and 
an ability to control the boards 
throughout the game. This sea-

son, the Colonials will need to 
find ways to make up for the 
absence of Jazmine, a reputable 
defensive presence, and Jessica, 
a three-time, all-conference hon-
oree and WNBA draft pick.

“You gotta replace that,” 
head coach Mike Bozeman said. 
“Jazmine,  if not for her knees… 
could have been one of the top 
post players in our conference.”

Most likely to step into their 
stead will be 6-foot-5 sophomore 
Sara Mostafa, 6-foot-2 redshirt 
freshman Brooke Wilson – who 
missed last season due to a knee 
injury – and 6-foot-2 freshman 
Nicole Shelton.

While the latter two have yet 
to see action for the Colonials, 

Mostafa played 20 games as a 
freshman last season while bat-
tling foot problems. She aver-
aged 1.5 points and 1.8 rebounds 
per game, averages that are likely 
to increase if she sees more than 
last year’s 6.4 minutes of playing 
time per contest.

"She's so aggressive," Boze-
man said, calling Mostafa the 
team's biggest surprise this pre-
season. "I knew she had the post 
moves. I just didn't know if she 
had the aggression to match."

The burden of making up for 
the Adairs’ graduation will fall 
on more than just a few shoul-
ders, Bozeman said.

“I need six rebounds from 
everybody,” he said.

One potential fix may be a 
change in playing style that uti-
lizes the team’s strong points.

“We’re gonna be a lot quick-
er,” Mostafa said. “Everyone’s a 
good shooter.”

Bozeman, who also de-
scribed the Colonials as a “bet-
ter shooting team overall,” also 
suggested a different style of 
play will be implemented this 
season.

“Where we’ve lost height and 
size, [we’ve] gained... skill [from 
the] shooting aspect,” he said.

For Wilson, the solution is 
even simpler.

“I think that we’re just gonna 
go out here and play basketball,” 
she said. u

Big shoes for bigs to fill
Colonials must replace post production lost from last year

anne wernikoff | assistant PHoto editor
Senior Damian Hollis says he keeps his family in mind and always tries to appreciate 
the opportunities he has in life.

by kira Brekke  
Hatchet Reporter

by noaH CoHen  
Hatchet Reporter

anne wernikoff | assistant PHoto editor
From left to right: freshman Nicole 
Shelton, redshirt freshman Brooke 
Wilson and sophomore Sara 
Mostafa. 
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Men’s basketball head 
coach Karl Hobbs has said he 
wants to “reestablish the ex-
citement of GW basketball” 
with a return to a high energy, 
high intensity style of play. 
With six talented and outgo-
ing freshmen joining the team 
this season, hopes are high that 
their energy will be contagious 
and help re-amp the program.

“In my opinion, this is one 
of the best freshman classes 
I’ve ever seen at this school,” 
senior forward Damian Hollis 
said. “They just have a knack 
for things. It’s just amazing 
how fast they’ve picked it up. 
They’re already contributing.”

As Hollis said he knows 
from experience, the transition 
from high school to college 
basketball can be a difficult 
one. A much more rigorous 
time commitment, playing 
with and against a higher level 
of talent and, of course, keep-
ing up with school work can 
be very demanding on new-
comers. 

These guys, however, 
seem to handle it well and re-
alize what they are up against.

“The biggest difference 
between high school basket-
ball and college basketball, I 
would say, is the physicality 
of the players and the speed 
of the game,” first-year guard 
Bryan Bynes said. 

“You go hard all 40 min-
utes,” fellow freshman guard 
Tim Johnson said. “And the 
long practices are tough. It’s 
an adjustment going from two 
hours in high school to three 
hours in college.”

The half-dozen players 
feature a variety of talents. 
There is 6-foot-9, 223-pound 
center Daymon Warren, a 
California native who, though 
currently injured,  head coach 
Karl Hobbs believes has ter-
rific physical tools and will 
benefit from the mentoring of 
the team’s older big men.

Three guards – Bynes, 
Johnson and local product La-
san Kromah of Greenbelt, Md. 
– offer the Colonials a new 
look in the backcourt. Kromah 

has been described by Hobbs 
as “a rangy guy who has slash-
ing ability and can shoot very 
well,” a description he fulfilled 
with a team-best 14 points in 
Saturday’s preseason exhibi-
tion game. 

Meanwhile, David Pellom, 
a 6-foot-8 forward from North 
Carolina, and 6-foot-6 Canadi-
an swingman Dwayne Smith 
may create matchup problems 
for opposing defenses with 
their size and athleticism.

Perhaps as importantly as 
the group’s on-court merits is 
the chemistry already present 
between them.

“They’re a very cohesive 
group,” Hobbs said. “They all 
came early for second-session 
summer school, they really got 
a chance to bond, to know each 
other, talk about each other’s 
families, and talk about other 
things off the court.”

The opportunity seems to 
have paid off.

“We’re all close,” Pellom 
said. “Everyone’s coming from 
different parts of the United 
States, East Coast, West Coast, 
down South, we’re all bond-
ing together. Everywhere we 
go, we’re together. You either 
see two of us or none of us.”

Hobbs called Johnson 
“probably the biggest charac-
ter of the group,” with Bynes 
coming in “a very close sec-
ond.” Johnson’s sense of hu-
mor even led him to an in-
teresting costume choice this 
Halloween.

“I found out for Hallow-
een, he dressed up as me,” 
Hollis said. “So I’ve been get-
ting along with him recently.” 

With the six freshmen com-
prising such a large portion of 
the roster, they will be counted 
on to play and contribute im-
mediately, forcing them to do 
much of their learning on the 
job rather than through obser-
vation.

For their part, the new-
comers seem eager to answer 
the challenge.

“Coach Hobbs recruited us 
to make an impact right away, 
not to sit back and learn,” 
Bynes said. “I think every 
single one of us will make an 
impact on this team.”  u

super six

By most college basketball stan-
dards, sophomores Tara Booker and 
Tiana Myers might be considered 
young. The two are, after all, only en-
tering their second season of basket-
ball at the collegiate level. 

But on a GW women’s basketball 
team that enters this season with 10 
underclassmen among its 11-player 
roster, the Colonials will turn to Book-
er and Myers as two unusually young 
sources of leadership on the court.

With the team’s lone upperclass-
man, redshirt junior Ivy Abiona, 
sidelined until at least January after 
undergoing surgery on her ACL this 
summer, Myers and Booker are now 
thrust into the role of the team’s most 
experienced veterans. As freshmen 
last season, the pair saw extensive 
time on the court, playing just shy of 
700 minutes each. 

Bozeman said he is proud of the 
way Myers and Booker have em-
braced the responsibility put on their 
shoulders, given that they are only 
sophomores. 

“Not knowing how they were go-
ing to respond because they’re only 
sophomores, I’d have to commend 
them with the highest of honors be-
cause they have really stepped up in 
leadership,” he said.

Myers and Booker acknowledge 
their role on the team and say it mo-
tivates them to raise the level of their 
game, given that there are six fresh-
men watching and emulating their 
every move.

“It makes you want to be better, 
because you know that people are 
looking up to you,” said Booker, who 
averaged 8.2 points and 5.5 rebounds 
per game last season. 

“When you’re in a position like 
that, you’re always going to go as hard 
as you can in practice, because you al-
ways want to set the bar that high,” 
she added. “In games, when you’re 
playing, in sprints, in the classroom, 
in anything that you’re doing, you al-
ways want to set the bar high.”

Myers, who led all returning Colo-
nials with 49 assists last year, said al-
though her role in the spotlight means 
she is often looked to for direction 
while on the court, communication 
needs to be a two-way street.

“I can’t just yell at them and have 
them cooperate with me,” she said. “I 
have to communicate with them and 
direct them and also be able to lis-
ten to them and be mindful of what 
they’re saying as well.”

Freshman forward Nicole Shelton 
said it is beneficial having the team 
leaders be only one year older than 
their youngest teammates. She said 
Myers and Booker have made the 
transition to GW much easier, because 
she feels they are still adjusting along-
side the freshmen.

With experience sparse among the 
Colonials, the team is relying on their 
leaders' knowledge of game situations 
to guide them through the season.

“You can’t compare anything to 
experience,” Booker said. “That’s defi-
nitely what’s pushing us through into 
the season. The experience that we got 
as freshmen, getting as many minutes 
as we did, it definitely helps. It helps 

mature your game. You know what it 
takes in game situations.”

The confidence and work ethic the 
experienced ones have as a result of 
their familiarity with the college game 
will help tremendously, especially as 
the team attempts to maximize their 
potential this season, head coach Mike 
Bozeman said. 

Despite not knowing exactly what 
to anticipate because of all the new 
faces, Myers said the coaches have 
set the bar high, and the team is ex-
ceeding those expectations. She said 
the youth factor has not deterred the 
team from working towards their goal 
of winning an Atlantic 10 champion-
ship.

“You always have to continue to 
compete,” Myers said. “All the time, 
you have to work hard nonstop, be-
cause when you’re not working hard, 
there are others that are trying to get 
better.” u

Before taking the court, 
sophomore Kay-Kay Allums 
and freshman Megan Nipe each 
eat the same pre-game snack: a 
turkey, bacon and avocado sand-
wich. But before they shared this 
tradition, they had to share the 
shooting guard position at Cen-
tennial High School in Minne-
sota, where their relationship did 
not start out smoothly.

“At first, I thought she was 
mean,” Allums said with a laugh 
about her rough start with Nipe. 
“But then we became teammates 
and, more than that, friends.”

Now the two are one of three 
pairs of former high school team-
mates working together on GW’s 
men’s and women’s basketball 
teams. Redshirt junior Travis King 
and senior Hermann Opoku of 
the men’s team played together 
at Connecticut’s South Kent Prep, 
while women’s sophomores Tara 
Booker and Sara Mostafa not 
only played together at Absegami 
High School in New Jersey, but 
also before that in middle school 
and junior leagues.

“We have always been there 
for each other, since we were 10 
years old,” Booker said.

“We didn’t plan on both com-
ing here,” Mostafa explained. 
“GW was in the middle of our 
lists and matched both our expec-
tations, academically and in rela-
tion to basketball.”

For Opoku and King, their 
commitments to GW were also 
made separately, with Opoku 
signing on right away and King 
not committing until the spring 

of his senior year. Opoku said the 
news that his high school team-
mate might be joining him in col-
lege made him even more eager 
to be a Colonial.

“When I heard that GW was 
also recruiting Travis, I got excit-
ed, and I had a vision of us play-
ing together,” Opoku said.

King didn’t commit to GW 
until the spring, at which point 
the Colonials had climbed high 
enough to offer a second benefit.

“When I heard Hermann 
might be going too, I knew it 
would be a win-win situation 
because either way, the team was 
number six in the country,” King 
said, referring to the team’s peak 
poll position in 2006.

The pairs' familiarity with 
one another made it easier for the 
former teammates to adjust to 
college both on and off the court.

“Having Tara around really 
made the transition to GW easi-
er,” Mostafa said. “She helped me 
adjust academically as well. She’s 
also one of my best friends. We 
lift each other up.”

Nipe said Allums’s outgoing 
nature was helpful when she ar-
rived in Foggy Bottom this year.

“It was nice to know some-
one since I’m a shy person,” she 
said.

King, a point guard, said his 
familiarity with Opoku helps 
him know what to look for when 
playing together and helps their 
performance a great deal.

“I’m used to Hermann’s 
game,” King said. “I know 
what to expect from him and it 
makes it easier to play because 
that’s one less guy I have to 
learn to adjust to.” u

sophomore seniority

sticking together

by kara DunforD  
Hatchet Reporter

by saira thaDani  
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by neil sharma  
Hatchet Reporter

Half-dozen freshmen hope to 
bring energy to men's team

Team's youth leaves Myers, Booker as leaders

Three pairs of Colonials were 
high school teammates 

anne wernikoff | assistant Photo eDitor
Top photo, clockwise from lower left: freshmen David Pellom, Daymon Warren, Tim Johnson, Dwayne Smith, Lasan Kromah, and Bryan Bynes. 
The six newcomers are looking to make an immediate impact on the Colonials' season.

anne wernikoff | assistant Photo eDitor
Freshman Megan Nipe and sophomore Kay-Kay Allums eat the same 
pre-game sandwich, a tradition that began in high school.

"It makes you want to be 
better, because you know 

that people are looking 
 up to you.”

Tara Booker
Sophomore

anne wernikoff | assistant Photo eDitor
Sophomores Tiana Myers and Tara Booker have been thrust into leadership roles in only 
their second season as Colonials. The team's lone upperclassman, Ivy Abiona, is injured.
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