
Dwayne Smith and his teammates un-
derstood the context surrounding Wednes-
day’s men’s basketball game against La 
Salle. Head coach Karl Hobbs may not 
want his players to follow standings too 
closely, lest they become distracted from 
the process of playing, but the freshman 
forward was aware that the Colonials’ loss 
in their last game kept them in a tight pack 
of teams vying for positioning in the Atlan-
tic 10 standings.

“We knew that this game got more im-
portant,” Smith said. “So with that mindset 
that all of us had… we just basically came 
to play.”

It’s a simple assessment, but motiva-
tion need not be complicated to work. On 
the back of Smith’s career-high 21 points, 
junior Joseph Katuka’s personal-best 14 
rebounds, and freshman Lasan Kromah’s 
third straight 20-point game, the Colonials 
withstood a second-half resurgence from 
the visiting Explorers to keep their ninth-
place spot with an 81-72 win.

That trio propelled GW (15-11, 5-8 A-10) 
throughout the game, with Katuka doing 
most of the dirty work inside and Kromah 
and Smith taking the initiative to score on 
offense. The freshmen have assumed inte-
gral roles in GW’s offense at times this sea-
son, showing a level of enterprise not typi-
cal of newcomers to the college game.

Former Democratic National 
Committee chairman Howard Dean 
declared the college-age generation 
will be able to break the gridlock of 
partisanship in Washington at an 
event hosted by the College Demo-
crats in the Marvin Center Wednes-
day night.

Dean discussed a range of top-
ics — including the 2008 presidential 
election and the upcoming midterm 
elections — but struck the most hope-
ful tone when discussing the student 
generation. Dean, the former gover-
nor of Vermont, spoke for around 20 
minutes, moving from the 2008 presi-
dential election to the need for Demo-
crats to get "tough" in the conversa-
tion, before taking questions from the 
audience of about 150 students.

Speaking in the Marvin Center's 
Grand Ballroom, Dean noted the par-
tisan tendencies of his generation and 
said that Washington politics, partic-
ularly in the U.S. Senate, is especially 
confrontational. 

“The message from your genera-
tion to my generation is when are you 
going to stop fighting about these 
things that you’ve been fighting about 
for 35 years and get something done 
about the things we agree on, that we 
all agree are important,” he said. 

In discussing the health care re-
form debate, Dean said at the event 
and in an interview with The Hatchet 

Tuesday that those in Washington 
are too focused on politics to put the 
country first again. 

Dean said younger generations 
will help change those tendencies 
and set America on a different course 
– one of discussion and listening. 

“I’m pleased about the prospect 
of passing the health care bill. I think 
that will help Democrats come No-
vember,” he said in Tuesday's inter-
view. “I think that through the health 
care debate, the Republicans have 
established themselves as obstruc-
tionist. I think we lost sight of real re-
form in the search for votes. We only 
needed 51, I’m not sure why we were 
looking for 59.” 

Dean noted one of the hallmarks 
of younger generations is social inclu-
siveness, which stems from the diver-
sity found within their generation. 

“Your generation is going to be 
a little libertarian and it is also going 
to be more fiscally conservative, but 
it’s also going to be incredibly social-
ly inclusive because those are your 
friends,” he said. 

He said he often talks about GW – 
which he initially called Georgetown 
before quickly correcting his mistake 
– because of this spirit of discussion 
and willingness to tackle issues that 
can be agreed upon. 

“It’s the only place in the country 
I’ve ever discovered where the College 
Republicans and College Democrats 
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Voting for this year’s student 
elections kicked off Wednesday, 
with candidates for office lining H 
Street and handing out palm cards, 
and some voters reporting issues 
with casting their ballots. 

According to a Joint Elections 
Committee statement, an “error in 
the Web portal programming” per-
mitted non-Columbian College of 
Arts and Sciences undergraduates 
– like Elliott School of International 
Affairs and School of Business stu-
dents – to vote in the CCAS under-
graduate senate race. The JEC also 
acknowledged that students in the 
College of Professional Studies were 
temporarily blocked from voting at 
all.

Both problems were fixed by 
Wednesday afternoon, the JEC said, 
adding that Information Systems 
and Services would be able to “iso-
late and eliminate those votes which 
were cast by ineligible voters.”

JEC Chair Jake Chervinsky said 
in an interview that filtering out 
the invalid CCAS votes could pos-
sibly delay the release of the CCAS 
election results, which are typically 
released soon after voting ends at 9 
p.m.

Former SA Senate Secretary Lara 
Gori, a sophomore in the School of 
Business, said she was able to vote 
for both School of Business and 
CCAS candidates and e-mailed the 
JEC after noticing the problem.

Despite the issues, Gori re-
mained in favor of students being 
able to vote online and from their 
own computers. Until the 2008 elec-
tion, students had to go to a central 
polling location like the Marvin Cen-
ter to cast votes.

“[Online voting] affords people 
to vote in an easier way,” she said.

Dylan Pyne, an incumbent can-
didate for a Columbian College sen-
ate seat, said the extra votes were a 
“moot point” once the JEC said it 
would weed out the invalid ones. 

Saying he would be disappointed 
if the results were delayed, Pyne 
added, “I would rather win or lose 
correctly than have some glitch de-
termine my fate.”

Candidates make final push for votes
by madeleine morgenstern
Senior Staff Writer

Former economics professor Rob-
ert Dunn died last Thursday evening 
of an apparent heart attack, chair of 
the department Robert Phillips said 
Tuesday.

Dunn taught at GW for 41 years, 
teaching both microeconomics and 
macroeconomics, as well as interna-
tional trade and finance at the un-
dergraduate and graduate level. He 
retired in 2009 and was one of the 
University’s most well-known in-
structors .

Dunn taught more students than 
anyone else in the department be-
cause he taught large lectures, Phil-

lips said.
“A lot of 

people will 
miss him. We 
will certainly 
miss him,” 
Phillips  said. 
“He left us too 
soon.”

University 
spokeswoman 
Michelle Sher-
rard said Dunn 
was an expert in the field of econom-
ics, authoring articles in renowned 
journals and newspapers like The 
Washington Post and The New York 
Times.

“Dr. Dunn authored and co-

authored numerous publications, 
including the textbook ‘International 
Economics,’ which is now in its sixth 
edition from Routledge Publish-
ing; articles in the ‘Journal of Politi-
cal Economy,’ ‘Princeton Essays in 
International Finance’ and ‘Foreign 
Affairs,’ among others; and wrote 39 
columns for the Washington Post and 
nine op-ed columns for the New York 
Times,” Sherrard said.

Students and colleagues recalled 
Dunn as a professor who brought the 
real world into the classroom with a 
good attitude.

“He was engaged with students. 
At the end of every class there would 

jordan emont | hatchet photographer
Executive vice presidential candidate Rob Maxim, a junior, speaks with a student alongside a supporter of a presidential 
candidate Xochitl Sanchez. Thursday is the final day to vote in the elections.

GW students in the Army Reserve 
Officer Training Corps are lobbying the 
University to receive three credits for their 
ROTC classes, but the University is still 
determining if the coursework merits the 
credit increase. 

Currently, 49 GW cadets take Army 
ROTC classes through a program at 
Georgetown. Cadets receive half a credit a 
semester for each once-a-week class – rath-
er than the usual three credits per course – 
and class period lengths vary. Typically, the 
cadets take one class per semester, though 
multiple classes are offered. In addition to 
class, cadets participate in physical training 
three times a week, labs held on Saturdays 
and a three-day overnight field training 
exercise held once a semester. 

Army ROTC cadet Giovanni Tomasi 
has been working with the Student Asso-
ciation and the University to change the 
program, because he thinks the current 
policy discourages students from serving 
their country.

“If GW truly seeks to support those 
who serve their communities and nation, 

ROTC
students
petition 
for credits
by justin Kits
Hatchet Reporter

Long-serving economics professor dies

robert dunn

by hadas gold
Metro News Editor

michelle rattinger | asssistant photo editor
Speaking at the Marvin Center Wednesday, former Democratic National Committee 
chairman Howard Dean said young voters have the power to change Washington.

by Kara dunford
Hatchet Staff Writer

Men's basketball bounces La Salle
See sa: Page B4 See rotc: Page B4

See dean: Page B3 See dunn: Page B4

Computer issues hinder morning voting; JEC says problems resolved

Dean touts power of 
younger generations

by dan greene
Sports Editor
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ViKtors dindzans | photo editor
Junior Joseph Katuka, left, and freshman Dwayne Smith, right, combined 
for 31 points and 21 rebounds in GW's win over La Salle Wednesday.



Correction
In “District Mixtape” (Feb. 4, p. 9), 

The Hatchet ran a photo of hip-hop 
and rock group TNTrio. No photo 
credit was provided, but the photo was 
given to The Hatchet by student Rus-
sell Ricks. We regret the omission of 
credit.
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Cheney treated at Gw 
Hospital after heart attack

jordon eMont | HatCHet pHotoGrapHer
the Black eyed Peas perform at the Verizon Center tuesday. the group kicked off the concert with “let’s Get it started” – one of the band’s more 
popular tunes. ludacris and lmFAo opened for the Black eyed Peas.

purim Masquerade Ball
Party with Hillel at Eye 
Bar while donating to the 
disaster relief efforts in 
Haiti.
Eye Bar on the corner of 17 
and I streets | 10 p.m. to 2 a.m.

friday night live
Watch local bands TNTrio, 
The Hint and Hotspur 
perform.  

Mitchell Hall Theater |  
8 to 11:30 p.m.

tHurSday frIday
Breakfast with washington  
Business journal
Eat with the publisher, editors, reporters, 
and sales teams of the Washington Business 
Journal. RSVP required through GWork. 
Elliott School City View Room | 8 a.m.

pancakes for parkinson’s
Munch on all-you-can-eat pancakes 
with the ladies of Phi Sigma Sigma 
while donating to the Michael J. Fox 
Foundation.
Marvin Center Columbian 
Square | 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Sunday

Former Vice President Dick Cheney 
was released Wednesday from GW 
Hospital after suffering a mild heart 
attack, according to a statement from 
Cheney’s office.

Vice President for External Rela-
tions Lorraine Voles said Monday 
that Vice President for Health Affairs 
John Williams sent her a note Monday 
confirming Cheney’s hospitalization. 
She said she did not know what time 
Cheney, 69, arrived at the hospital. 

This is Cheney’s fifth heart attack, 
according to a CNN report.

Peter Long, a Cheney spokes-
man, sent a news release to reporters 
Tuesday afternoon, saying the former 
vice president was recovering. Long 
did not return a request for comment 
about what day Cheney was admitted 
to the hospital.

“Former Vice President Cheney 
was admitted to GW Hospital after 
experiencing chest pain.  Lab testing 
revealed evidence of a mild heart at-
tack,” Long said. “He underwent a 
stress test and a heart catheteriza-
tion.”

Cheney was released from the hos-
pital Wednesday morning and will re-
sume his normal schedule shortly, his 
office said.

“Former Vice President Cheney 
is feeling good this morning and was 
discharged from GWU Hospital,” ac-
cording to the statement. 

This is not Cheney’s first visit to 
GW Hospital for heart issues. In 2001, 
doctors implanted a heart-monitor-
ing device to keep track of his heart 
rhythm and in 2008 he underwent a 
surgery to restore a normal rhythm. In 
a show of appreciation, Cheney gave 
$3.12 million to the GW Medical Fac-
ulty Associates in 2001 to create the 
Richard B. Cheney Cardiovascular In-
stitute. 

–lauren french and Hadas Gold



February 25, 2010 w Page A3The GW haTcheT News

The School of Medicine 
and Health Sciences spent $1 
million lifting the academic 
probation placed on it last 
year by its accrediting body, 
a medical school administra-
tor said last week.

The SMHS was put on 
probation by the Liaison 
Committee for Medical 
Education – the school’s ac-
creditation board – in Oc-
tober 2008. The LCME cited 
problems in several areas, 
including curriculum man-
agement, lack of lounge and 
study space for students, and 
inadequate internal adminis-
trative processes. That pro-
bation was lifted earlier this 
month, after the LCME de-
termined the medical school 
corrected the issues previ-
ously cited.

The school is only the 
fifth school since 1994 to 
be put on probation by the 
LCME.

Scott Schroth, senior as-
sociate dean for academic af-
fairs in SMHS, estimated that 
$1 million and thousands 
of hours were spent ensur-
ing the LCME would lift the 
school’s probation.

 “I’m looking at the list 
of people who contributed 
to this. There are 74 differ-
ent people who worked 
intensively on addressing 
these issues over the last 
18 months,” Schroth said. 
“There is no way of telling 
how much time it took for 

all of these people, probably 
thousands of hours of work 
by staff, faculty and deans to 
address these issues.”

 Funds were spent on 
renovating lounge space on 
the first and second floor of 
Ross Hall and the Himmel-
farb library, along with the 
sixth floor of GW Hospital, 
Schroth said.

He added, however, that 
some of the changes made to 
try to get the school’s proba-
tion lifted were hard to put 
a price tag on. To correct the 
curriculum management is-
sues cited by the LCME, for 
example, the SMHS created 
a curriculum database sys-
tem, a project Schroth said 

was created with internal re-
sources.

“The IT folks who build 
our Web site, grading sys-
tems and other reporting 
systems built the database,” 
Schroth said, adding that the 
IT employees were given the 
curriculum database soft-
ware project as a top priority.

He added, “It took a lot 
of work, but obviously it was 
worth it both to improve the 
program and to get the pro-
bation lifted.” u

University President Ste-
ven Knapp traveled to Van-
couver for the 2010 Winter 
Olympics the weekend of Feb. 
19, one of many trips Knapp 
has taken to try to build a GW 
network in cities around the 
world.

Although his home on 
campus sits at the corner of 20th 
and F streets, Knapp has spent 
much of his presidency trav-
elling across the country and 
around the world to strengthen 
connections between alumni 
and help the University reach 
its fundraising goals – one of 
the tasks the Board of Trustees 

hired him to do.
“One of the things I’ve 

been doing is going around 
the world and meeting with 
students, alumni, parents, pro-
spective students, and future 
students to kind of get the GW 
message out there and make a 
connection,” Knapp said.

“I think to connect the Uni-
versity with this is a way to 
kind of get the word out about 
all the exciting things that are 
happening at GW,” he added.

Since starting his term in 
August 2007, Knapp said he 
has set out to shift the Uni-
versity’s focus toward alumni 
relations and fundraising. 
This was further emphasized, 
he said, with a new associate 
director for alumni relations 
and development, Adrienne A. 
Rulnick, who began working 
at GW at the same time Knapp 
started.

“Our alumni attract stu-
dents to the University and 
they also contribute financially 

to support the University,” 
Knapp said.

The effort to reach out to 
alumni and spread awareness 
about GW isn’t limited to the 
Western Hemisphere. Last No-
vember, for example, Knapp 
traveled to Hong Kong for a 
global panel and reception.

“That was my fourth trip 
to Asia since I started just two 
and a half years ago,” he said. 
Addressing support abroad, 
Knapp said interest in the Uni-
versity is promising.

“I’ve gone to receptions in 
places like Hong Kong where 
we’ve had several hundred 
people show up to a reception 
because they’re interested in 
learning about the University,” 
he said. “Then what we do is 
follow up by having alumni or-
ganizations there in the city.”

Knapp said that other loca-
tions he has traveled to with 
large concentrations of alum-
ni and prospective students 
abroad include the Middle 

East, Europe and the Domini-
can Republic. Within the U.S., 
Knapp has made several visits 
to cities like Miami, New York, 
Boston, Chicago, Los Angeles, 
and San Francisco.

“The idea is to get to know 
the kind of community there,” 
he said. “We have about 220 
thousand alumni around the 
world. In my first couple years 
[as president] I’ve interacted 
with about 30,000 of them.”

In addition to hosting a 
reception for student alumni 
in Vancouver, Knapp is also 
attending the Olympics to sup-
port GW alumna Elana Mey-
ers, now a graduate student at 
GW, as she participates in the 
bobsled competition.

“It’s pretty exciting to have 
one of our students and alumni 
competing here,” he said.

Knapp said Meyers is the 
kind of alumna the University 
wishes to maintain a network 
with, for both the benefit of 
GW and its students.

“The reason we’re doing 
this is because I think alumni 
are important to the Univer-
sity,” Knapp said. “I’ve talked 
a lot about creating a world-
wide, lifelong community for 
alumni with the University. 

One of the real benefits of go-
ing to a university like this is if 
you graduate, if you got a city 
anywhere in the world you’ll 
have a community of fellow 
Colonials that you can connect 
with.” u

Senior administrators 
are reaching out to universi-
ties across the District and in 
Virginia to launch a “Haiti 
Day” to promote long-term 
aid in Haiti, after an earth-
quake devastated the coun-
try last month.

GW alumna and first 
lady of Haiti Elizabeth Pre-
val is in talks with Univeristy 
President Steven Knapp to 
promote the initiative. Vice 
President for Health Affairs 
John Williams said he be-
lieves the day would partly 
focus on education and the 
future of Haiti.

“This would be a day for 
all educational institutions 
to have their students, fac-
ulty and staff be educated 
about the history of Haiti, 
what’s going on in Haiti 
right now, and what the po-
tential future for Haiti is,” 
Williams said.

GW has been active in 
the Haiti relief effort. The 
University held a fundraiser 
in January allowing stu-
dents, faculty and staff to 
“swipe for Haiti,” by mak-
ing donations with their 
GWorld cards. GW has also 
sent several doctors and 
aid workers to help treat 

the injured, and Williams 
is scheduled to travel to the 
country later this month to 
provide aid.

Although massive efforts 
for the country have taken 
place at universities across 
the nation, “Haiti Day” 
would ensure that these ef-
forts are not temporary, said 
Assistant Vice President for 
Government, International 
and Community Relations 
Michael Akin.

“This day is for everyone 
to come together and raise 
awareness about an ongoing 
issue,” Akin said. “This day 
will not just be about [rais-
ing awareness] for one day 
or one week.”

Nonprofit organizations 
and student associations 
would be encouraged to 
take part in the efforts, Akin 
said.

The Consortium of Uni-
versities of the Washing-
ton Metropolitan Area held 
conferences concerning the 
efforts in hopes of gather-
ing participation from other 
educational institutions in 
the area.

Due to the snowstorm 
that hit D.C. earlier this 
month, the effort is still in 
its initial stages. Many uni-
versities have not confirmed 
participation yet but are in 
the stage of consideration, 
said Sally Kram, director of 
government and community 
relations for the Consortium 
of Universities. Akin and 
Williams said they did not 
have a guess as to when the 
day might be. u

SMhS spends $1 
million on upgrades
School invests in 
curriculum, library 
renovations
by emily CahN  
Campus News Editor

Knapp visits Olympics, travels to build alumni network

Photo Courtesy Dave lubeski | Gw meDia relatioNs
University President Steven Knapp speaks with graduate and  
olympian Elana Meyers in Whitsler, British Columbia last week.

GW, area colleges 
plan 'haiti Day'
Event would focus 
on  education, 
future of country
by shaeera tariq 
Hatchet Reporter

by marielle moNDoN  
Hatchet Staff Writer

Pres. estimates he 
has visited 30,000 
alums abroad

"It took a lot of work, 
but obviously it was 

worth it both to improve 
the program and to get 

the probation lifted."
Scott Schroth

SMHS Senior Associate 
Dean for Academic Affairs
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Quotable

“It's my proudest  
accomplishment at GW. "

 – Junior Joe bellew, on winning 

the pie-eating contest during GW's 

Birthday Bonfire on Monday.

A two-way 
street

This past weekend, I traveled down to 
Richmond, Va. with 16 members of the Co-
lonial Army to support the George Wash-
ington men’s basketball team. They were 
playing their biggest game of the season to 
date – their first this year against a nationally 
ranked opponent. They were challenging the 
Atlantic 10 leader, the University of Rich-
mond, ranked No. 23/24 (AP, ESPN/USA 
Today). Even though we lost by four points, 
it was a great game in which the team really 
excelled and showed that it can compete 

with the best.
When we returned to campus around 

11:30 p.m., everyone was pretty bummed 
about the loss. But then, head coach Karl 
Hobbs jumped on our bus to thank us for 
making the trip down and showing our sup-
port. Hearing the coach speak to us personal-
ly, and thank us after what I could only imag-
ine was a tough trip back home for him, was 
pretty amazing. But that wasn’t even the best 
part. As the players were getting off the bus, 
several walked over and gave us high-fives 
and fist-bumps for coming out and support-
ing them. It was a really unique experience, 
not because I got to interact with them, but 
because they were sincere. They didn’t just 
take us for granted. They really enjoyed the 
fan support. And I know for a fact that they 
wanted all of us to show up for the rest of the 
home games and keep on cheering for them.

The point of my little anecdote here is 
not to make the basketball team sound all 
sappy and sentimental. The coaching staff 
really does appreciate our support. Just the 
other day, Coach Hobbs went around the 
dorms on campus, hoping to draw more 
student support for the last few games. The 
players also appreciate us. We may not real-
ize it if we don’t see them every day, but it’s 
true. I live with many of the student-athletes 
in FSK Hall and sometimes the players even 
recognize me from seeing me in the stands at 
the games. While it’s really cool that they ac-
knowledge me, I think it also says something 
about our school spirit.

Let’s take a look at the numbers. In the first 
conference home game of the season against 
Xavier, there were 3,002 fans in attendance. 
Two home games later against Saint Louis, 
there were 1,782 fans in attendance. And just 
last week against the UMass, there were only 
1,646 fans in attendance. You get the point. Al-
though last night saw an increase with atten-
dance at 1,797 against La Salle, the attendance 
has been down this semester. Why?

Usually I hear students say “the team is 
terrible” or “the team doesn’t do anything 
for me,” but both of these defenses are un-
fair attitudes. Anyone who follows the team 
should know the team has improved drasti-
cally from the previous two years. Currently, 
the team is 15-11 and 5-8 in the A-10, good 
enough for ninth place and a spot in the con-
ference tournament. Imagine how good our 
team would be with even more fan support.

The thing is, we’ve had so many close 
losses at home. And while I’m not saying 
these losses can be solely attributed to the 
lack of fan support, having a strong student 
section and strong fan support can be a huge 
momentum shifter in these games. Any col-
lege basketball fan knows the importance of 
fan support, and the way they can get into 
the heads of opposing teams. Just being 
there, showing support for your team and 
being as loud as you can will make a differ-
ence in close games. That is the whole point 
of home-court advantage. As fans, it is our 
job to make the opposing team feel as though 
it’s in hostile territory, not a neutral site.

Let’s try to keep the following in mind 
for the rest of this season: Over the next two 
weeks, the men have two crucial, must-win 
home games that will be important for not 
only clinching a spot in the A-10 tournament, 
but for possibly getting to host one more 
home game during the tournament itself. 
Fans are a significant part of college bas-
ketball. You can’t complain about how bad 
your team is if you don’t come out and do 
your part. It’s a two-way street. Just like Tony 
Taylor dishes out assists during the games, 
the fans need to give an “assist” to the team. 
They have been playing their hearts out all 
season; now it’s time to show them our sup-
port during this final stretch, so we can finish 
the season strong. 

–The writer, a sophomore majoring in 
international affairs, is a Hatchet columnist.

Yogin Kothari

Columnist

After assessing the strengths of both candi-
dates, The Hatchet’s editorial board endorses 
Jason Lifton for the position of Student Associa-
tion president. Although both candidates exem-
plified generally positive qualities, we believe 
that Lifton, the current executive vice president, 
is better suited for the job.

During our endorsement hearings, Lifton 
demonstrated a deep understanding of GW’s 
administrative hierarchy while identifying stu-
dent concerns and methods for achieving prog-
ress on his platform. Although his opponent, 
Xochitl Sanchez, is obviously enthusiastic and 
has a notable knowledge of the student experi-
ence on campus, she lacks the technical under-
standing of how to effectively use the role of SA 
President to achieve the same progress.

Lifton’s strengths come mostly from his ex-
perience with the Student Association and his 
record of advocacy with the administration. He 
is able to concisely break down the multifaceted 
issues plaguing students and discuss potential 
solutions with fluency. He holds a realistic sense 
of what can be accomplished and knows how to 
effectively allocate his energies toward feasible 
goals. While all candidates (those for executive 
vice president included) claim to want improve-
ment in dining options, primarily focusing on 
J Street, Lifton knew the most about the issue’s 
complex characteristics and therefore represents 
the best choice we have for actual change on the 
perennial issue. In addition, Lifton promised in 
his endorsement hearing to set alcohol amnesty 
and increased study space as priorities for his 
administration. Finally, we are encouraged by 
his record of effective advocacy on advising.

However, we have certain reservations 

about Lifton’s candidacy. Although he has the 
ability to specifically outline his ideas in person, 
his formal platform is noticeably devoid of de-
tail. This is disconcerting because it raises the 
issue of accountability. Instead of having a clear 
record of his intentions for office readily avail-
able, students would have to directly question 
Lifton to fully understand his positions, mak-
ing the task of measuring his progress next year 
more difficult. We are also concerned that Lifton 
will not be a forceful enough representative of 
the student body once he reaches office. A fun-
damental problem with past SA administrations 
has been a hesitation to publicly criticize the 
University. We worry Lifton may follow suit. 
We are also apprehensive about Lifton’s perfor-
mance in the role of EVP. The only constitutional 
responsibilities of the EVP role involve running 
the SA Senate, a realm in which Lifton’s perfor-
mance has faltered.

Every year it seems that at least one candi-
date is named the “outsider,” and this year that 
candidate is Xochitl Sanchez. Her enthusiasm 
and detachment from the Student Association 
are refreshing aspects of her campaign. Better 
than Lifton, she seemed to have an understand-
ing of the student experience at GW.

While Sanchez identified important stu-
dent issues, she did not sufficiently explain 
how to go about solving those issues. Her 
many experiences with various student or-
ganizations have given her an above average 
sense of GW’s administrative body, but it is 
far from comprehensive. Another weakness in 
Sanchez’s candidacy is her written platform. 
The statement lacks both substance and detail, 
reading more like the result of a focus group’s 

brainstorming than an actual plan for tangible 
change.

Ultimately, our reservations about Lifton’s 
candidacy are largely overshadowed by his 
strengths. If elected, it is clear that he would 
be the more effective president. Vote for Jason 
Lifton for Student Association president 2010-
2011.

After meeting with all of the candidates and 
carefully reviewing their respective platforms 
and public statements, The Hatchet’s editorial 
board endorses Logan Dobson for the office of 
executive vice president. Over all other EVP 
candidates, Dobson has the necessary parlia-
mentary expertise and drive for advocacy that 
will maximize his effectiveness in the role.

Dobson is well known for his popular “In-
side the SA” blog, which frequently scrutinizes 
the minutiae of SA politics. In the Student Asso-
ciation Senate, he is generally recognized as an 
authority on procedural rules, as well as an out-
spoken advocate for a number of issues. Both of 
these are perfect qualifications for the EVP role. 
Time and again, he has been critical of the self-
obsessed nature of the SA, and is often a voice 
of reason where few are to be found. His opposi-
tion to last year’s Unity Ball and the more recent 
constitutional referendum were both instances in 
which Dobson found himself in a vocal, unwav-
ering and correct minority position. Similarly, his 
platform encompasses key issues, and he has the 
institutional knowledge to realize his goals.

On the other hand, the thing Dobson is best 
known for also represents his biggest weakness. 
After years of being an outspoken critic of the 
SA, (and possibly using the term “tool” more 
than anyone in living memory) he has a long re-
cord of rhetoric that could haunt him with both 
his fellow SA members and administrators.

The pool of EVP candidates is not without 
strong competition. Sophomore Josh Goldstein 
has a comprehensive understanding of the is-

sues facing GW, and he has shown a deep in-
terest in the experience of student organizations 
that must deal with the SA. Nonetheless, we 
hold reservations about Goldstein’s capacity to 
execute the true functions of the EVP. His plat-
form, while extensive, is cumbersome, and his 
inability to narrow down priority ideas is either 
an act of pandering to various interests or repre-
sents a naïveté about the role of EVP.

Junior Rob Maxim is the sole candidate who 
has not been an SA senator, although he has had 
experience as an SA secretary. We believe this 
experience fills any perceived void in his record, 
and he has also been a member of a number of 
student organization and activities on campus. 
In the end, Maxim would probably make a good 
EVP, but in comparison, he simply did not have 
the fluency regarding issues other candidates 
demonstrated.

Of the EVP candidates, junior Jon Binetti 
was the most underwhelming. Although Binetti 
is candid and surprisingly genuine, those are 
about his only positives. His platform was un-
developed, and contained a glaring inaccuracy 
relating to the schedules of Funger and Duques 
Halls during finals weeks. By and large, Binetti 
showed a complete disconnect with the way the 
University operates.

There has been discussion about the fact that 
Lifton and Dobson are both in the same frater-
nity, paired with a tired use of the phrase “Sigma 
Chi Superticket.” While they may both be in the 
same Greek-letter organization, both Lifton and 
Dobson were the clear choices for our endorse-

ment, each on their own merit.
We believe Dobson’s unparalleled knowl-

edge of the SA’s legislative processes and his im-
pressive record of fighting for transparency make 
him the best choice for EVP. Vote for Logan Dob-
son for executive vice president 2010-2011.

This year’s program board chair race will go uncontested. 
The only candidate is junior Wes Callahan, whose experi-
ence with the Program Board makes him more than a suit-
able choice for the position. We suspect that even if this were 
a contested race, there would be few candidates who could 
match his qualifications. Having been part of the organiza-
tion for years, he has the insight into programming that he 
will need to lead Program Board. He has seen both successes 
and failures during his time, and in the endorsement hear-
ing he proved he understood where Program Board had gone 
wrong in the past and what his priorities will be in the future. 
Vote for Wes Callahan for Program Board chair 2010-2011.

For Program Board chair:
Wes Callahan

For SA president: Jason Lifton

For SA vice president: Logan Dobson

Don't forget, today 
(February 25) 

is the last day to vote!

Cast your ballot at
http://my.gwu.edu/mod/elections



In celebration of the Univer-
sity’s namesake’s 278th birthday, 
students gathered in the Marvin 
Center Continental Ballroom to en-
joy makeshift s’mores and cherry 
cobbler, while a projection screen 
played video of a bonfire and a fife 
and drum corps set the mood.

It was the fourth year in a row 
that George Washington’s birth-
day celebration was held inside 
due to inclement weather, once 
again nixing the University’s plans 
to roast marshmallows on an open 
fire in University Yard. Despite be-
ing moved inside, the celebration 
pressed on, featuring music from 
Colonial Brass, appearances by 
the men’s and women’s basketball 
teams, and the annual cherry pie-

eating contest, a crowd favorite.
Eight students competed in 

the pie-eating contest, which ulti-
mately resulted in a tie. Juniors Joe 
Bellew and Ashley Starks claimed 
victory in the contest, which re-
quired each contestant eat as much 
cherry pie as possible in two min-
utes and 22 seconds, in honor of 
Washington’s birthday.

“It’s my proudest accomplish-
ment at GW,” Bellew said. “Really. 
I had no real strategy. I just kind 
of spread the wealth. I didn’t con-
centrate on one piece of the pie. I 
concentrated on the pie as a whole. 
And that’s how I’m here.”

Starks said her focus was on 
the cherry center of the pie, rather 
than the crust, which “bogs you 
down.”

“It was the best competition 
of my life,” Starks said. “When I 
was in the pie, it was up my nose, 
it was coming around to my ears, 
but I just kept pulling through and 
it felt good to get the win.”

After the contest, the fife and 
drum corps led those gathered in 
a rendition of “Happy Birthday,” 

as Student Association President 
Julie Bindelglass lit candles atop a 
cherry pie.

“I think it’s always great to 
remind everyone about our Uni-
versity’s namesake, to get people 
to see the spirit that goes behind 
the Colonials as they go out on the 
court or out on the field. It’s a great 
event to have fun and remember 
why we’re here,” Bindelglass said.

Juniors Charlotte Schou and 
Amy Videtto attended the event – 
which was the kickoff for “Home-
coming Week 2010” that will fea-
ture four GW men’s and women’s 
basketball games in the Smith 
Center – for the first time. Both 
said they hope to see the event 
held outdoors next year, their se-
nior year, in order to attract more 
students.

“I think it raises some needed 
school spirit because a lot of peo-
ple don’t think GW has any school 
spirit,” Schou said.

Bindelglass echoed the wish 
to see the event held in University 
Yard next year.

“I am hoping by the time I 

graduate, I will get to see an out-
door bonfire,” Bindelglass said. 
“That is all I am hoping for. I keep 

trying and every time, Mother Na-
ture doesn’t seem to agree with 
me.” u
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Marie McGrory | HatcHet pHotoGrapHer
Student Association President Julie Bindelglass lights candles on a birthday pie at 
the GW Birthday Bonfire held in the Marvin Center Monday evening.

Cherry pie-eating 
contest kicks off new 
Homecoming Week
by Kara duNford  
Hatchet Staff Writer

Journalist given 
lifetime honors

JordaN eMoNt| HatcHet pHotoGrapHer
GW Prime Media Movers Program Director Dorothy GIlliam will receive a 
lifetime achievement award from the Washington Press Club Foundation.

When Dorothy Gilliam 
started out as a journalist, 
her colleagues would ig-
nore her on the street, cabs 
wouldn’t pick her up and 
restaurants would often re-
fuse her service. And her ed-
itor wouldn’t have anyone 
cover the murder of some-
one who looked like her. 
He would call them “cheap 
murders.”

“It was a unique time in 
America,” Gilliam said.

Now, decades later, she is 
an accomplished journalist, 
helping to mold the next gen-
eration of young reporters.

Gilliam will receive the 
Lifetime Achievement award 
this month from the Wash-
ington Press Club Founda-
tion for her significant impact 
on women in journalism. She 
was the first black, female, 
full-time reporter hired by 
the Washington Post, and she 
now serves as the director of 
the Prime Movers Program, 
which sends veteran journal-
ists and university interns to 
mentor high school students 
in media classes in D.C. and 
Philadelphia.

“I was really humbled by 
[the award] because I know that 
everything I’ve been able to do 
has been a team effort,” Gil-
liam said in an interview with 
The Hatchet. “It’s interesting 
because you don’t really think 
about that when you’re doing 
it, especially when you’re just 
in those early days.”

Her journalism career 
launched when racism was 
rampant throughout Amer-
ica.  Starting at the Post in 
1961, she said the treatment 
she received around the city 
made it difficult for her to 
meet her deadlines. 

“People would pretend 
they wouldn’t know you if 
they saw you on the street, 
colleagues I mean, and the 
crotchety, old editor who 
still called black deaths 
‘cheap murders,’ so you 
didn’t have to cover them,” 
Gilliam said. 

Gilliam worked at the 
Post a total of 33 years over 

a 41-year span, taking time 
off at points to raise her chil-
dren. Gilliam returned to the 
field in 1972 and found the 
rise of feminism and diver-
sity in the workplace gave 
her greater advantages than 
ever before.

“You can be a good re-
porter, but you need the di-
versity on the staff to help 
produce a product that re-
ally reflects the communities 
they’re trying to serve,” Gil-
liam said.

Gilliam’s interest in fos-
tering young journalists 
started in 1997 when she 
said she learned that not a 
single school in the District 
had published a high school 
newspaper.

“I had been running 
around the country, juggling 
my career, trying to get more 
journalists in the media. And 
here in Washington, there 
was nothing being produced, 
making it impossible to get 
any of them to aspire to work 
on newspapers,” she said.

The Post agreed, and al-
lowed Gilliam to start the 
Young Journalist Develop-
ment Program, which sent 
Washington Post reporters 
into area high schools to 
help the students create or 
revitalize their high school 
newspapers. Gilliam said 
this program was a great win 
for both students and the 
journalists, and the teachers 
appreciated it. 

In 2003, Gilliam retired 
from the Post and spent the 
year developing and getting 
funding for the Prime Mov-
ers Program, which kicked 
off in 2004 and recently ex-
panded to Philadelphia.  

“I thought the journalists 
would enjoy coming out of 
their offices for a month and 
interacting with high school 
students, and they really en-
joyed that,” she said.

Despite the gloomy out-
look for print journalism, 
Gilliam said the craft will 
remain a key aspect to de-
mocracy. 

“I think that those of us 
who still love journalism, 
and who see it has a sacred 
trust as I do, really are wor-
ried about what the future 
is going to be,” Gilliam said. 
“But, I have confidence that 
the nation will come to see 
and understand how cru-
cial journalism is to democ-
racy.” u

Gilliam was 
barrier-breaking 
reporter for Post
by Kira BreKKe  
Hatchet Staff Writer
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Check this 
out...

The eight best Bhangra 
dance teams in the country 
are competing at Lisner 
Auditorium Feb. 27. 

Alpha Phi Alpha is 
hosting its annual 
step show at Lisner 
Auditorium Feb. 28. 

The West End Library is 
holding a half-price used 
book sale Feb. 27 from 
10:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

QuickTakes...
Hatchet Arts looks at 

two debut releases

H

DistrictMixtape East Coast Caravan
GW jam band East 

Coast Caravan has a 
wide variety of musical 
influences, as evidenced 

by these 10 songs. Be 
sure to check out their 
April 9 show at The Red 
and The Black, or listen 

to their new EP, “Plantin’ 
The Seed.” 

1.  "Blast Off" by Lettuce 

2. "The Sky is Crying" by Stevie Ray 
Vaughan

3.  "Chalk Dust Torture" by Phish

4.  "Night Train" by Oscar Peterson

5.  "Anchor Drops" by Umphrey's Mcgee

6.  "The Lemon Song" by Led Zeppelin

7.  "Tin Pan Alley" by Stevie Ray Vaughan

8.  "Quiet Please" by Galactic

9.  "Take Me To The River (Live 1984)" by Out-
erlimitz

10.  "Queen Bee" by Medseki, Martin & Wood

"Gorilla 
Manor"
Local Natives

Unlike many 
bands these days 
with sounds that 
seem to focus on a 
lead singer or front 
man, L.A. quintet Local Natives works as 
a collaborative group. On the Natives’ de-
but album, “Gorilla Manor,” the band bases 
its sound around carefully arranged vocal 
harmonies.

From the opening lines of “Wide 
Eyes,” the listener is swept up into the 
Natives’ world of sweet melodies. Local 
Natives’ impressive vocal work reaches its 
peak on “Who Knows Who Cares.”  Gui-
tarist Ryan Hahn sings, “The current has 
us now, it’s okay. Take into account that 
it’s all about to change.” Here, the band 
heightens the emotion of the track while 
also demonstrating control over its sound 
as the members’ voices seamlessly weave 
together.

To claim that the Natives’ sole musical 
talent is their harmonies would be unfair, 
however. The track “Cubism Dream” draws 
the listener in with its blues guitar intro, ac-
companied by a soft piano part and com-
manding drum beat. On “Stranger Things,” 
a beautiful violin melody and steady per-
cussion section mesh well with a backdrop 
of soft rhythmic chanting that leaves the 
listener humming along.

Although it is a solid debut album, 
“Gorilla Manor” is by no means ground-
breaking. Local Natives has arrived late 
on the scene; the group’s ethereal sound 
and emphasis on vocal harmony have al-
ready been pioneered and popularized by 
bands like the Shins and Fleet Foxes. “Go-
rilla Manor” is not cutting-edge, but it’s 
a nice addition to an already developed 
sound. It will be interesting to see how Lo-
cal Natives expands on its first attempt in 
albums to come. 

– Patrick Rochelle

"Soft Power"
Bluebrain

Brothers and 
D.C. natives Ryan 
and Hays Holladay 
have hit their musi-
cal stride with “Soft 
Power,” their first 
full-length release as duo Bluebrain. The 
album builds on the sound they first ex-
plored in their old group The Epochs: a fu-
sion of indie-rock and electronica reliant 
on dreamy vocals and synthesizers.

While the album as a whole has a dark, 
introspective feel to it, the first half fea-
tures a few catchy, strangely danceable 
songs. Opening track “Royal Blue” is one 
of the album’s highlights: a funky little 
number with sweeping string and piano 
lines and solid drumming. “Doctor Doc-
tor” and the single “Ten by Ten” continue 
in the same vein as up-tempo, ear-pleasing 
“indietronica” tunes.

“Soft Power” finishes strong, with 
songs like the sexy, R&B-influenced “Funny 
Business” and the bouncy, acoustic “Bal-
cony.” Curiously, the Holladays’ vocals are 
not the main focus of the songs: shrouded 
in reverb and at times barely decipherable, 
they seem more like guides for the music 
itself.

Recommended for fans of Animal 
Collective and Gorillaz, “Soft Power” is a 
promising debut from Bluebrain.

- Caroline Coppel

“In the end,” senior Anya Firestone 
announces as the Marquise de Merteuil, 
“I distilled everything to one wonderfully 
simple principle: win or die.”

Clothed in an intricate red-and-gold 
dress that ends well above her knees and 
draped across a plush chaise longue, Mer-
teuil is just one of several French aristo-
crats in Generic Theatre Company’s pro-
duction of “Dangerous Liaisons.” Bored 
with her privileged life, Merteuil enlists 
former lover Vicomte Sébastien de Val-
mont in exacting revenge on her rivals 
and corrupting Cécile de Volanges, an 
innocent acquaintance who has fallen in 
love with her music tutor.

The play, which runs this weekend 
in the Lisner Downstage, is based on the 
18th-century novel “Les Liaisons Dan-
gereuses.” It has spawned multiple adap-
tations, including an Oscar-winning mov-
ie of the same name and the film “Cruel 
Intentions,” a popular modern-day ver-
sion set in Manhattan.

Despite that, director Doug Brund-
age said he avoided watching other films 
or versions of the play so the produc-
tion would reflect his own ideas. He has 
stayed true to the play’s original setting, 
while providing updated innovations, in-
cluding modern music and provocative 
costumes he describes as “sexy Marie An-
toinette.”

“It’s really interesting to explore the 
immorality of not-so-average people. A 
lot of plays are about the everyday guy or 
the struggling martyr, which is fine, but 
I like delving into the real upper-crust, 
decadent class of society – especially 
because this takes place right before the 
French Revolution,” Brundage said.

For Firestone, a deep connection with 
the source material led her to audition for 
Merteuil, one of the two lead roles.

“This real, visceral theater is what I 
enjoy... when you perform in a farce com-
edy, there’s only so much you can do. But 
this play requires analysis. All these piec-
es, these studies that I was doing in Paris 
and in my classes, started reappearing 
when I started to prepare for this play,” 
she said.

Firestone added that playing Mer-
teuil is challenging due to the character ’s 
manipulative nature; she has a different 
“mask” or personality for each person 
with whom she interacts. Nonetheless, 
Firestone said the role was “one I’ve nev-
er been more happy to undertake.”

Senior Matt Casale plays Valmont, a 
young noble and wealthy playboy who 
has taken as many lovers as Merteuil.

“The challenging thing about Valmont 
is that he does so many terrible things, 
but at the same time has moments of true 
sincerity,” Casale said. “It’s hard to bal-
ance the two.”

Casale said he felt a connection to the 
characters, despite the shallow nature of 

their actions.
“It is at the same time their life,” he 

said. “It’s so real and important to them, 
that it makes it interesting to watch.”

Following the strict social etiquette 
of the time, the characters are often os-
tensibly civil with one another, thinly 
masking the true meaning behind their 
polite words. At the same time, the con-
versations between Valmont and Merteuil 
are charged with sexual tension, and the 
pair ’s constant witty remarks provide 
some dark comic relief. Although Val-

mont and Merteuil initially appear cool 
and calculating, the games they play with 
other people’s hearts lead to a highly 
emotional climax.

“I think people will already be moved 
by the material,” Brundage said. “I just 
want to make it fun and enticing, so peo-
ple can understand why it’s moving.”

If that isn’t enough, Brundage 
summed up the reasons to see his play as 
thus: “sex, money, power games, vanity, 
tits, ass, gold, pink, velvet, chandeliers – 
and there’s a sword fight.” u

High society scandal
Generic Theatre Company takes on a classic French drama

John Mayer’s controversial interview 
with Playboy earlier this month did not 
prevent him from performing to a nearly 
sold-out Verizon Center Saturday night, 
impressing the crowd with his velvety 
vocals and expert guitar playing.

Mayer was playful onstage and 
seemed to be in high spirits, despite the 
backlash to overly candid comments he 
made in a recent interview with the mag-
azine. In the interview, first published in 
February, he discussed his relationships 
with Jennifer Aniston and Jessica Simp-
son (who he called “sexual napalm”), his 
love of pornography and how he is not 
attracted to black women.

While he didn’t ignore the scandal 
completely, he referred to it only vaguely, 
mumbling incoherently about “being in-
sincere.”

Ultimately, Mayer did what he does 
best – show off his guitar chops with fluid 
solos and never-ending riffs. Aside from 
playing songs from his newest album, 
“Battle Studies,” Mayer included most 
of his biggest hits in his two-hour set. An 
acoustic medley of songs off “Room For 
Squares” - like “Your Body Is A Wonder-
land” and “Neon” - transformed the con-
cert into a sing-along with the audience.

After the first song, Mayer took his 
jacket off, causing a wave of excitement 
to travel through the audience – his toned 
and tattooed arms were definite crowd-

pleasers.  
The night was stable overall – there 

were no climatic moments. Even his en-
core wasn’t quite encore-like; mellow 
tracks like “Who Says” and “Gravity” did 

not evoke the intensity that can be found 
in some of his other hits. Although the 
crowd was satisfied, a massive build-up 
of anticipation didn’t precede the encore 
either. While a John Mayer concert isn’t 
likely to lead to crowd-surfing or deafen-
ing roars in the audience, the end still felt 
a little flat.

Reggae and hip-hop combo Michael 
Franti and Spearhead opened the show 
with a high-energy performance, playing, 
among other songs, their hit “Say Hey (I 
Love You).” Mayer invited Franti back 
onstage to sing “Waiting on the World to 
Change,” incorporating Franti’s inspira-
tional rapping into the song. 

Mayer ended the night on a genuine 
note, thanking his fans for not only buy-
ing a ticket with his name on it, but for 
believing that a ticket to his concert was 
the equivalent to a ticket out of a “bad 
day, bad week or bad year.”

“Thank you from the bottom of my 
somewhat delirious heart,” he said.

A large majority of the concert audi-
ence consisted of high school and college 
students. Junior Carolin Perez said that 
after this concert, she considered herself 
to be an even bigger fan of John Mayer. 

“I just think his guitar playing skills 
really stood out,” said Perez.

“Musically, he is just so talented,” 
graduate student Nora Zenczak said. Of 
course, after being asked about his Play-
boy interview, she said she had to “sepa-
rate [my] mind from that [because] he is 
just so good.” u

John Mayer gets back on track  
Musician's Verizon Center show entertains, does not offend

by SHAeeRA TARiQ  
Hatchet Reporter

by MiTCH MoRRiSon  
Hatchet Reporter

MARie MCGRoRy| HATCHeT PHoToGRAPHeR
Cast members rehearse a scene from "Dangerous Liaisons," a drama that explores the scandalous 
lives of the French aristocracy.

MiCHelle RATTinGeR | HATCHeT PHoToGRAPHeR
John Mayer wows the crowd at the Verizon Cen-
ter Saturday with his guitar skills and catalog of 
hit songs – not his "stupid mouth."
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Downtown Washington is the 
venerable heart of the city, both in 
terms of its location and in what it has 
to offer residents. The host to many 
federal buildings, not to mention the 
White House, it is the undisputed 
center of political life and the nucleus 
of power – or at least all the power 
that matters.

But it is also more than just a place 
where many of the region’s politicos 
and figureheads work. Downtown 
D.C. provides a home for the United 
States’ treasured national monu-
ments, which make up either the per-
fect study backdrop or running route, 
depending on one’s perspective.

Those looking for entertainment 
and shopping do not have to go much 
farther than the confines of the city’s 
central business district. Residents 
have access to clothing outlets rang-
ing from Burberry to H&M, meaning 
that any impulsive spree can have its 
own distinct character.

At 7th and F streets is the Verizon 
Center (601 F St. NW), the perfect 
venue for catching a concert or sport-
ing event. The center, which is acces-
sible via the Gallery Place Metro sta-

tion, is home to both the Washington 
Wizards and the Washington Capi-
tals sports teams.

As far as the stomach is con-
cerned, Chinatown – really a subdivi-
sion of the downtown area itself – of-
fers several chain restaurants such as 
Legal Sea Foods, in addition to some 
worthy independent operations like 
Matchbox (713 H St. NW) and Aca-
diana (901 New York Ave. NW). And 
of course there is the timeless Old 
Ebbitt Grill (675 15th St. NW), located 
just steps from the White House and 
known to locals for its seafood menu.

The area is unquestionably 
dominated by tourist attractions, so 
a downside to living there is deal-
ing with the school groups that more 
than occasionally clog the sidewalks. 
But for those willing to weather the 
crowds, attractions such as the In-
ternational Spy Museum (800 F St. 
NW) and the Shakespeare Theatre 
Company (610 F St. NW) can prove 
worthwhile.

Downtown Washington has not 
traditionally been the top choice of 
young people seeking housing, as 
rents are expensive and food prices 

are high. Still, it is an area that can 
be attractive for another reason: It is 
conveniently located near Union Sta-
tion and buses, which run in and out 
of the city daily.

In the way of architectural vari-
ety, this business-dominated zone is 
largely monotonous, save for China-
town’s bilingual signs that the city 
government mandates in an attempt 
to make the area look authentic. But 
aside from Chinatown, the long 
distances between streets and wide 
sidewalks create a Spartan feel that 
can feel somewhat stiff and unwel-
coming.

Still, of all the neighborhoods, 
downtown is among the closest to 
campus. At about a mile and a half 
from Foggy Bottom, the walk to GW 
takes less than a half hour. Of course, 
the Metro runs here as well.

Options for housing are consid-
erably varied. Students can choose 
from locations in Chinatown, near 

the White House or in the Golden 
Triangle Business Improvement Dis-
trict, located between K Street, New 
Hampshire and Connecticut av-
enues. The Mass Court Apartments 
(300 Massachusetts Ave. NW) is one 
of the area’s better deals, with rents of 
$1,618 and up. Those who want to be 
closer to campus can check out The 
Woodward (733 15th St. NW), where 
studios located just steps away from 

the White House start at $1,850. 
Even though downtown D.C. 

may not top most students’ housing 
radar, it is an option worth consider-
ing. Managing to overcome the high 
rents may be the most difficult obsta-
cle, but doing so comes at the benefit 
of living in a convenient and central 
location.  

–Meghan O'Keefe

One of the most vibrant neigh-
borhoods in Washington D.C., Du-
pont Circle has a multifaceted culture 
offering something for everyone. 
From the manors of Embassy Row to 
the artsy Kramerbooks & Afterwords 
Café, the one adjective that describes 
Dupont is "eclectic."

Full of young people, the area 
has an energetic vibe and offers many 
conveniences that are lacking in Fog-
gy Bottom. It also boasts a wide range 
of restaurants that keeps one’s palette 
guessing, in addition to its popular 
farmers market, which operates year-
round each Sunday.

The area is home to many young 
urban professionals and is also 
known for its nightlife scene. Clubs 
and music venues are in anything 
but short supply here, each offering 
its own brand of entertainment for 
the perpetual going-out type.

If students are in the mood for 
salsa dancing, the place to check out 
is Café Citron (1343 Connecticut Ave. 
NW), which serves a mixture of sea-
food and Spanish cuisine to go with 

the fiery performances. For those 
who want a taste of D.C.’s trip-hop 
scene, the Eighteenth Street Lounge 
(1212 18th St. NW) is the best choice, 
but be careful not to miss the well-
hidden mansion-style bar.

Dupont is also known as a bas-
tion of the District’s sizeable LGBT 
community, and the area is undoubt-
edly gay-friendly. Apex (1415 22nd 
St. NW) is the place to be Thursday 
nights when admission is free for col-
lege students, and the club attracts a 
large crowd that returns each week to 
dance the night away.

Having so much variety at one’s 
fingertips is by far the most compel-
ling reason to live in Dupont, and 
there is almost no end to the possi-
bilities on an adventurous Friday or 
Saturday night. The area always has 
something going on and is not far 
from Foggy Bottom – a 20-minute 
walk at most.

In addition to its animated char-
acter, Dupont is also architecturally 
and intellectually stimulating. The 
circle for which the area is named 

is built around an exquisite white 
marble fountain, while embassies 
and historic townhouses dot the sur-
rounding streets.

Other attractions worthy of atten-
tion are the Phillips Collection (1600 
21st St. NW) and the Textile Museum 
(2320 S St. NW). Arguably the biggest 
benefit, though, is the location – Du-
pont is located just north of campus 
and has its own Metro stop on the 
Red Line. For the most part, the area 
is also generally safe.

In terms of apartments, Dupont 
has a plethora of options, from mod-
est starter options to more luxurious 
spaces. Winston House (2140 L St. 
NW) tends toward the more afford-
able end, with a one-bedroom start-
ing at $1,750 (there are no studios). 
For a chic, urban look, try The Flats 
at Dupont Circle (2000 N St. NW). 
The high-rise building offers a door-
man, courtyard and outdoor pool 

surrounded by public grills, in addi-
tion to hardwood floors and modern 
accents in each room. But beware the 
higher price – studios here start at 
$2,075. 

Drawbacks of living in this area 
include high rents and a significant 
amount of noise throughout the day 
as well as at night, especially close to 
the traffic circle and main thorough-

fares of Connecticut and Massachu-
setts avenues. 

However, despite these factors, 
Dupont Circle and the surround-
ing area remain a top choice for stu-
dents seeking to move off campus. 
Its youthful character combined with 
easy accessibility to GW makes it a 
prime choice not to be neglected.

–Meghan O'Keefe

Known for its excellent shop-
ping and restaurants as well as its 
rich sense of history, Georgetown 
is just one mile west of GW’s Fog-
gy Bottom campus. Also home to 
Georgetown University, the neigh-
borhood has long been associated 
with the Washington elite.

Upscale clothing stores dot M 
Street all the way from Rock Creek 
Park to the Car Barn at the intersec-
tion with 36th Street. Most are chain 
stores such as United Colors of Ben-
etton and Juicy Couture, although 
specialty shops are mixed in along 
with the occasional casual clothing 
store such as Urban Outfitters.

A trek up the hill on Wisconsin 
Avenue brings students to Energie, 
the Italian fashion retailer, as well 
as Puma and several more boutique 
stores. Further up the thoroughfare 
is Glover Park, a small residential 
neighborhood home to many newly 
christened young professionals. 

In terms of food, the options are 
not nearly as diverse as those of U 

Street, but the quality is reasonably 
high enough to satisfy most tastes. 
The area is dominated by Ameri-
can-style fare, found at places such 
as Billy Martin’s Tavern (1264 Wis-
consin Ave. NW), where John F. 
Kennedy proposed to Jackie O. The 
Tombs (1226 36th St. NW), frequent-
ed by Georgetown students, was a 
favorite haunt of former President 
Bill Clinton.

Still, there are restaurants that 
will challenge many western pal-
ettes. Zed’s Ethiopian Cuisine (1201 
28th St. NW) is certain to be an un-
conventional offering, and Bangkok 
Joe’s (3000 K St. NW) has excellent 
Thai dishes.

If those are too exotic, Filomena 
(1063 Wisconsin Ave. NW) is a local 
favorite for Italian cuisine, and La 
Madeleine (3000 M St. NW) offers 
patrons bistro-style French food in 
a more casual café setting. 

Georgetown is one of the oldest 
parts of Washington – and it has the 
look to prove it. Cobblestone streets 

and brick sidewalks prove unwel-
coming to high heels, but they don’t 
stop students from flocking here on 
the weekends. Rugby, Third Edi-
tion, The Guards, and Rhino Bar are 
all popular establishments, and the 
scene is generally preppy.

Those looking for places to rent 
will most likely find them in the 
townhouses that line the streets 
– apartment complexes are not 
common in this area. However, 
there are a few scattered along the 
neighborhood’s perimeter. Alban 
Towers (3700 Massachusetts Ave. 
NW) is particularly attractive, with 
its Gothic Revival architecture and 
long list of amenities. A one-bed-
room unit here goes for just under 
$2,000. For students on a budget, a 
cheaper option is Tunlaw Gardens 
(3903 Davis Pl. NW), an art deco 

building in Glover Park where rent 
for a one-bedroom starts at $1,555. 

Safety is not much of a concern 
in Georgetown, but pickpocketing 
is a problem, especially along M 
Street.

A significant drawback is the 
lack of a Metro stop. However, stu-
dents can make use of the frequent 

Metrobus and Circulator services, 
with the latter costing only $1 per 
ride. And there is always walking 
– Georgetown is very conveniently 
located near GW’s campus, and 
the trek takes about 20 minutes on 
foot.

–Meghan O'Keefe

Just a few decades ago U Street 
was associated with urban decay, 
but in recent years has managed to 
become a culturally diverse and eco-
nomically booming area. In fact, the 
U Street Corridor is now seen as one 
of the city’s most attractive areas that 
still maintains a sense of respectable 
authenticity.

Clubs and bars continue to 
dominate the scene here, in addition 
to the jazz clubs and music venues 
that have become institutions over 
the years. New apartment buildings 
are routinely going up amid fixtures 
of the past. All told, U Street is genu-
inely urban, appealing to all age 
groups, lifestyles and ethnicities.   

But it’s not all about nightlife 
here on what is commonly dubbed 
Black Broadway – an ode to the ar-
ea’s history as a center for African-
American culture. During the day, 
students can shop at the numerous 
clothing boutiques and specialty 
shops that dot U Street from Ver-
mont Avenue to 16th Street, and 

dine at ethnic restaurants along the 
stretch that offer everything from 
Ethiopian to Japanese cuisine.

But when the sun sets, the decid-
edly vibrant music scene takes over. 
The Black Cat (1811 14th St. NW) is a 
local favorite, but not to be outdone 
by the famous 9:30 Club (815 V St. 
NW). Both offer general admission 
live shows throughout the week, 
giving audiences the chance to hear 
their favorite alternative artists in in-
timate venues.

There’s also Bohemian Caverns 
(2001 11th St. NW), a renowned jazz 
club that has hosted everyone from 
Louis Armstrong to Ella Fitzgerald. 
And when the music ends, U Street 
has several late-night eateries to help  
satisfy a moonlight craving. Jumbo 
Slice (1344 U St. NW) and Ben’s Chili 
Bowl (1213 U St. NW) are just a two 
of many.

No trip here is complete without 
a visit to Busboys and Poets (2021 
14th St. NW), which typifies the bo-
hemian character of the neighbor-

hood. Students should also be sure 
to check out Crème Café (1322 U St. 
NW) for its artful presentations and 
fresh Western European fare.

All of these elements make U 
Street the perfect late-night hotspot 
and provide for a fun, metropolitan 
atmosphere. Rents are pricey, espe-
cially in places like The Ellington 
(1301 U St. NW). At this relatively 
new building geared toward urban 
professional upstarts, a junior one-
bedroom apartment starts at $1,805. 
If saving money is the goal, students 
can check out Washington House 
(2120 16th St. NW), where studios 
begin at $1,300.

The area is a bit of a trek from 
campus – it takes about 40 minutes 
to walk the two miles from U Street 
to Foggy Bottom. Students can take 
the Metro to campus, but it requires 
changing lines twice. And safety 

may also be a concern – even though 
the area has come a long way in re-
cent years, it isn’t crime-free.

Overall, U Street continues to 
improve, as the nightlife and retail 
scenes pump more money into the 
area. Though the safety situation 
continues to be less than perfect, 
students exercising a reasonable 

amount of caution should not have 
cause to worry.

The U Street Corridor is a 
neighborhood in transition, but this 
should not dissuade potential resi-
dents from looking to move in. Vi-
brant, colorful and hip, the area is 
one of D.C.’s biggest attractions.  

–Meghan O'Keefe
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Dupont CirCle
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u Street

GeorGetown
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The Good
Vibrant nightlife scene
The Bad
Expensive rents

The Good
Trendy and fashionable
The Bad
Crime still a concern

The Good
Close to campus
The Bad
Limited housing options

Downtown The Good
Convenient location
The Bad
Stifling atmosphere

From picking the right neighborhood to avoiding the pitfalls of leasing, The Hatchet has  
got the guide to help students find the perfect place for off-campus living. 
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The sound of an obnoxious 
roommate or a loud neighbor can 
make any student want to move 
off campus. But while leaving GW 
housing may seem like a dream for 
some, students should take precise 
steps to ensure that the move does 
not turn into a nightmare.

From the outset, there are sev-
eral factors students may want to 
consider when looking for an apart-
ment – proximity to GW being a top 
priority. Those leaving Foggy Bot-
tom should also be aware of issues 
such as crime, traffic, noise, and 
obviously rental prices in their new 
neighborhoods.

The character of an area impacts 
the costs associated with renting 
space there, and the amount of time 
a landlord has owned a building 
can also have an effect, said Tom 
Gretz, a managing partner at Gretz 

& Mannix real estate. In particular, 
the longer a landlord has remained, 
the cheaper the rent may be. 

“The owner who owned for 
longer should be more flexible with 
the rent,” said Gretz, who added 
that this is because mortgage liabil-
ity tends to decrease for the land-
lord over time. 

Once students find an apart-
ment, there are more consider-
ations. Before signing a lease, stu-
dents should inspect the apartment 
and ask if any necessary repairs 
will be made before moving in. 
Doing so can save students from 
future hassles and unnecessary 
expenditures to correct a problem 
that could have been resolved early 
on, according to GW's Office of Off-
Campus Student Affairs. 

Another sticking point is get-
ting to know the landlord to make 
sure he or she is legally allowed to 
rent space. To this end, the Depart-
ment of Consumer and Regulatory 

Affairs has launched the Collegiate 
Off-Campus Housing Initiative, 
designed to protect students from 
unlicensed landlords.

As part of its campaign, the de-
partment provides a registry of all 
licensed landlords in the District, 
accessible at thisshouldbeillegal.
com. In addition, the Web site al-
lows tenants to request a housing 
inspection and free smoke detec-
tors through the District’s Smoke 
Alarm Utilization and Verification 
Program.

Having found a legitimate land-
lord and ensured there are no out-
standing maintenance issues, the 
time has come for the prospective 
tenant to sign a lease. But students 
should never do this without first 
reading and actually understand-
ing the contract.

A good lease should define 
the key obligations that students 
should be aware of when becoming 
tenants, according to the Office of 

Off-Campus Student Affairs. Typi-
cally, it will include the terms of 
the security deposit, rent payment 
expectations, whether utilities are 
included, and information on the 
duration of the contract and the 
penalties incurred for terminating 
it. It should also cover rules con-
cerning maintenance and pets. 

Oftentimes students enter into 
a lease with roommates to cut 
down on costs. This arrangement 
works, so long as each is there to 
pledge his or her share, but Gretz 
cautioned that if one roommate de-
cides to leave, the liability for the 
rent payments may be passed on to 
everyone else. 

"[Students] go in there and try 
to find housing with four to five 
bedrooms. A lot of owners put a 
clause in that if one out of five ten-
ants vacates the lease... [the rest] are 
wholly and fully responsible for the 
entire rent," he said.

It may also be advantageous 

to have a co-signer on the lease – 
for those under 21 this is often re-
quired. Having a parent or guard-
ian as a co-signer ensures that costs 
will be covered if the student does 
not meet the requirements of the 
contract.

One final item is renter’s insur-
ance. This can protect the tenant’s 
belongings in the event of a natu-
ral disaster or accident, such as a 
burst water main or a fire. Gretz 
recommends this in order to avoid 
any disappointment that may come 
with losing valued possessions. 

“It’s very inexpensive and defi-
nitely beneficial for students to 
have,” Gretz said.

While renting an apartment is 
not one of the hardest things to do, 
students should investigate all of 
their options before committing to 
a single one. Once an apartment is 
found, clearly understanding one’s 
obligations as a tenant under con-
tract can go a long way. u

Five deals close to campus

Leasing an apartment: what you need to know
by Caroline bowman
Hatchet Reporter

GW’s on-campus housing options for upperclassmen cost about 
$10,500 on average each academic year, equating to about $1,200 per 

month. The Hatchet compared the prices of similar Foggy Bottom- 
area apartments to find the best deals for convenient off-campus living.

–by miranda green | Contributing editor
-photos by becky Crowder | Hatchet Photographer

The Savoy
Located at the confluence of L and 

22nd streets and New Hampshire Av-
enue, The Savoy is an attractive op-
tion for those wishing to be slightly 
removed from the day-to-day bustle of 
campus. Offering a quiet setting and an 
unexpected rooftop pool for the sum-
mertime, this building is definitely one 
to check out for students starting their 
search.  

The essentials:
Address: 1101 New Hampshire Ave. 
NW
Studio price: $1,550/month and up 
(utilities included)
Features: Parquet wood floors, balco-
nies, cable available
Amenities: Sundeck and rooftop pool, 
24-hour doorman, 24-hour fitness center, laundry facilities, parking ($195/
month outdoors; $225/month indoors)
Security deposit: One month’s rent
Application fee: $35

BriSTol houSe
With Dupont Circle a block away from the front door, Bristol 

House provides easy access to local entertainment and shopping, and 
offers large studio apartments at relatively cheap prices to boot. The 
building is conveniently located just a few steps away from the south-
ern entrance to the Dupont Circle Metro station, making commuting to 
other parts of D.C. a simple affair. Walking to campus is the best option 
to get to GW.

The essentials:
Address: 1400 20th St. NW
Studio price: Ranges from $1,300 to $1,500/month (utilities included)
Features: Hardwood floors, central air conditioning, cable and Internet available
Amenities: Sundeck, laundry facilities, fitness center, parking available (ranges from $200 to $230 per month)  
Move-in fee: $300
Application fee: $45The STaTeSman 

Arguably the biggest 
benefit of this building is its 
prime location. The building, 
just across the street from 
Potomac Hall, is as close to 
academic buildings as many 
GW residence halls. Add to 
this the benefit of new kitch-
ens and high-speed Internet-
ready rooms and The Statesman becomes an option for junior and senior 
students to seriously consider.  

The essentials:
Address: 2020 F St. NW
Studio price: $1,500/month and up (utilities included)
Features: Oak parquet floors, new kitchens, walk-in closets, individual 
temperature controls, cable and high-speed Internet available
Amenities: Sundeck, laundry facilities, fitness center, parking available 
(ranges from $200 to $240 per month) 
Common area amenity rent: $500
Application fee: $75

hamilTon houSe
For the independent urban spirit, Hamilton House is a natural choice. Located 

on New Hampshire Avenue roughly halfway between Foggy Bottom and Dupont 
Circle, this self-described luxury apartment building boasts renovated kitchens and 
laundry facilities, plus several other quality amenities. Even so, the price of an effi-
ciency unit is still comparable to other options in the area.   

The essentials:
Address: 1255 New Hampshire Ave. NW
Studio price: $1,450/month and up (utilities included)
Features: Ceramic tile floors, renovated kitchens, new vanities, cable and high-speed 
Internet available
Amenities: Rooftop deck, fitness center with sauna, outdoor pool, laundry facilities, 
parking available ($185/month underground)
Move-in fee: $350
Application fee: $35

PoTomac Park & 
The york

These two buildings, located next to each 
other on the southern end of GW’s campus, 
are easy choices for students looking to save as 
much money as they can. With attractively low 
prices and ample amenities, Potomac Park and 
The York are both ideal for students renting on a tight budget, not to mention advanta-
geously located close to academic buildings.   

The essentials:
Address: 510 21st St. NW (Potomac Park) and 532 21st St. NW (The York)
Studio price: Ranges from $1,125 to $1,325/month 
Features: Hardwood floors, spacious closets, cable and Internet available
Amenities: Sundeck, laundry facilities, parking available ($170/month outdoors; $190/month indoors) 
Security deposit: $300
Application fee: $50
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“Hey, hey! Ho, ho! Low 
wages have got to go! Hey, hey! 
Ho, ho! Abuse has got to go!” 
These were the chants of two 
dozen people gathered across 
from the Square 54 construction 
site last Wednesday.

Made up of former em-
ployees of a group contracted 
to work on Square 54 and rep-
resentatives from D.C. labor 
groups, protesters raised aware-
ness of their strike against Wings 
Enterprises, Inc. and called for 
GW and its contractors to help 
set up a meeting with Wings to 
address grievances.

Wings Enterprises was sub-
contracted by Clark Construc-
tion to do the ironwork on the 
Square 54 site owned by GW 
and leased to Boston Properties. 
Clark Construction is a subcon-
tractor of Boston Properties.

Demonstrators protested the 
alleged mistreatment of Wings 
employees, like verbal abuse, 
lack of safety and low wages.

“Wings didn’t provide 
health care insurance, compen-
sation for injuries, safety equip-
ment, or safety training,” said 
Ruth Castel-Branco, an organiz-
er with D.C. Jobs for Justice.

“The prevailing wage for 
ironworkers is $38.50 per hour 
including benefits,” Castel-
Branco said. “Many of the 
workers [at Square 54] were 
paid around $12 an hour.”

Among the community 
groups who showed up in sup-
port of the strike was GW’s Pro-
gressive Student Union.

“Workers who are building 
our GW community deserve to 
be respected, and when their 
rights are violated, we feel mor-
ally compelled to speak out and 
find a solution as quickly as 
possible,” said Isaiah Toney, a 
sophomore and PSU member.

Castel-Branco also had criti-
cism for the University.

“Many institutions, includ-
ing GW, have turned a blind 
eye to the situation and have 
not been proactive in finding a 
solution to this problem,” Cas-
tel-Branco said.

At an Advisory Neighbor-
hood Commission 2A meeting 
Feb. 17, Castel-Branco and a for-
mer Wings worker appealed for 
the ANC’s support. 

ANC commissioners said 
they would write a letter to GW 
asking them to organize a dis-
cussion between Wings and the 
strikers.

In a statement last week, the 

University said it was informed 
of the strike.

“It is our understanding 
that the workers have filed a 
complaint with the National 
Labor Relations Board regard-
ing this matter," the statement 
said. “The University believes 
that the NLRB processes are the 
appropriate avenues to inves-
tigate and adjudicate these al-
legations. Once those processes 
have been completed, the Uni-
versity will review that finding 
and determine if any action by 
GW is appropriate.”

Louise Pulizzi, a spokesper-
son for Clark Construction, gave 
The Hatchet the company’s only 
statement on the matter Feb. 23: 
“Clark Construction officials are 
closely monitoring the situation 
and are encouraging the parties 
involved to resolve the issue.”

Boston Properties did not 
return request for comment.

One of the demonstrators, 
Juan Carlos Soto, was a “rod-
man” for Wings and said he was 
part of a group of 20 workers 
who were fired from the Square 
54 construction site Nov. 25. 

“We’re here because we 
want people to know the reality 
of the mistreatment and exploi-
tation we experienced in that 
site,” Soto said with the help of 
a Spanish translator.

Castel-Branco said that one 
group of workers went on strike 
Oct. 24 to protest their work 
conditions, and then on Nov. 25, 
“Wings fired about 30 workers 
on the basis that they were sup-
porting the strikers and talking 
to the strikers,” she said.

The president of Wings En-
terprises, Jean T. Wanner, said 
Feb. 22 that the firm respects the 
protesters' right to demonstrate 
but does not feel their accusa-
tions have merit.

“Wings has been unfairly 
targeted by outside organiza-
tions. These organizations, and 
the handful of workers whom 
they claim to represent, have 
made false and defamatory 
statements about Wings,” Wan-
ner said in an e-mail.

She said the protesters do 
not represent the views of a 
majority or a significant minor-
ity of the firm’s more than 100 
employees.

“We appreciate the hard 
work of our productive employ-
ees, and compensate them well, 
at rates which match or exceed 
those of our similar sized com-
petitors in the industry. Wings 
operates in good faith compli-
ance with all applicable employ-
ment and safety laws.” u

CRIME LOG
Destruction        

2/19/2010 - Madison Hall 
- Time unknown - Case 
closed
University Police observed 
that the exit sign in front 
of the elevator in Madison 
Hall was removed. 
No suspects or witnesses

Disorderly Conduct

2/21/2010 - Marvin Cen-
ter - 12:58 a.m. - Case 
closed
UPD responded to a report 
that a male subject, not af-
filiated with GW, tried to 
cross a barrier that was set 
up for crowd control at an 
event in the Marvin Center. 
When told not to cross, he 
crossed anyway. He was 
then argumentative with of-
ficers and tried to flee before 
being stopped by officers. 

Subject barred from 
campus

Drug Law Violation

2/21/2010 - South Hall - 
12:56 a.m. - Case closed
UPD officers responded 
to a report of a loud noise. 
Upon contact with the oc-
cupants of the room, of-
ficers observed alcohol in 
plain view and a male GW 
student holding drug par-
aphernalia. GW Housing 
Programs conducted an 
administrative search and 
found 7.7 grams of mari-
juana, paraphernalia and 
alcohol. 

Referred to Student 
Judicial Services

Liquor Law Violation

2/20/2010 - Thurston 
Hall - 1:18 a.m. - Case 
closed
UPD responded to a report 
of an intoxicated male stu-
dent in the lobby. He was 
assessed and transported 
to GW Hospital. 

Referred to SJS
 

2/20/2010 - South Hall - 
2:05 a.m. - Case closed
UPD responded to a report 
of an intoxicated female 
student in the lobby. She 
was assessed and trans-
ported to GW Hospital. 

Referred to SJS

Simple Assault

2/16/2010 - Potomac 
Hall - 9:00 p.m. - Case 
closed
A student reported to 
UPD that he had been as-
saulted by another student 
who found the complain-
ant and a female student 
in his bedroom. When the 
female left the room, the 
subject punched the com-
plainant in the face. 

Referred to SJS

2/19/2010 - The York 
Apartments - 3:25 a.m. - 
Case closed
A student reported to UPD 
that her boyfriend, not af-

filiated with GW, had re-
turned home drunk and 
threw her against a wall 
during an argument. 

Referred to Metropolitan 
Police

Theft

2/18/2010 - MFA Garage 
- Time unknown - Case 
open
A staff member reported 
to UPD that an unknown 
individual had refused to 
pay the parking fee in the 
MFA Garage. 

Open case

2/19/2010 - Eye Bar - 
12:15 a.m. - Case closed
A student reported that 
she had placed her keys 
and GWorld onto the bar 
at Eye Bar, and when she 
looked away someone 
took them.
No suspects or witnesses

–Compiled by T.C. 
Flowers

FraNcis rivera | HatcHet pHotograpHer
Workers protest outside the GW Hospital, across the street from 
the Square 54 construction site last Wednesday.

Workers protest 
wages at Square 54
by JeFF ricHards 
Hatchet Reporter
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share the same space. I think 
it’s great. What difference does 
it make if you’re a conservative 
or liberal or whatever you are, 
why not sit down and work out 
the stuff you can agree on,” he 
said. 

Dean also said Republi-
cans wrongly exclude gays and 
minorities but noted the GOP 
is good at reaching a unified 
message and sticking to the 
message, something he said 
the Democrats have issues ac-
complishing. 

“We’re not tough enough. I 
never want to be as mean as the 

Republicans are, but I’d love to 
be as tough as the Republicans 
are,” he said. 

Dean discussed the presi-
dency at length and compared 
Obama to John F. Kennedy, 
calling Kennedy his genera-
tion’s president and Obama 
the president for the new gen-
eration. 

“A really good political 
leader is like a parabolic mirror. 
They take the extraordinary en-
ergy and ideas from audiences, 
grassroots and generations 
and focus them back at you 
in a very articulate way, like a 
parabolic mirror does to a light 
source,” Dean said of Obama's 
success in 2008.

As for the future, Dean 
said in the interview Tuesday 

that the grassroots excitement 
that helped elect the nation’s 
first “multicultural president” 
might be difficult to replicate 
in the 2010 midterm elections, 
largely due to the lack of tan-
gible change people were hop-
ing to see when the Democrats 
took back the White House. 

“It will be harder for them 
to get the grassroots excited. It’s 
helped because the Republi-
cans haven’t established them-
selves as a better alternative, 
but we need to show people 
why they should vote for us, 
not just why they should vote 
against Republicans,” he said 
in the phone interview.

At the end of his discus-
sion, Dean urged students to 
live up to their responsibility 

to stay involved in politics in 
some way throughout their 
lives. Dean said it is important 
that young Americans con-
tinue to stay active after elect-
ing their first president if they 
want to see change. 

“Not being enthusiastic 
about a particular politician 
or candidate does not exclude 
you from being involved. You 
better be doing something for 
somebody, whether it’s build-
ing houses in New Orleans or 
doing something for the Ama-
zon or whatever it is. In order 
to do your share in making the 
world a better place, you have 
to contribute in some positive 
way. The minimum you have 
to do is go to the ballot box,” he 
said. u
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Ending months of conten-
tious debate, the District’s Board 
of Zoning Adjustment upheld 
the certificate of occupancy for 
the new Foggy Bottom Grocery 
Tuesday.

The store’s certificate had 
been appealed by the West End 
Citizens Association, led by 
Secretary Barbara Kahlow, who 
testified at the hearing that the 
store’s document was improper 
because it allowed the new own-
ers to sell groceries from all three 
floors of the building. The previ-
ous owner had only sold goods 
from the main floor, Kahlow 
said.

But in a 4-0-1 decision, BZA 
members upheld a previous 
D.C. Department of Consumer 
Regulatory Affairs decision to 
issue the certificate. One board 
member, Shane Dettman, was 
absent from the hearing.

“It was very exciting for us 
because it finally showed very 
clearly we are operating within 
the laws, we are doing things 

correctly and we should move 
forward,” said Kris Hart, owner 
of the grocery. “That’s what the 
community has been saying, that 
finally the BZA, an independent 
agency, has said, we’re licensed 
to do what we’re doing.”

Hart said the legal battles 
cost him $50,000 and jaded him 
as a D.C. business owner.

“If I continue to run into 
these kinds of obstacles, I can’t 
imagine why I would want to 
spend so much money and go 
through so many headaches in 
order to open up businesses that 
are fit for the community and 
are going to be great for every-
one affected by the business,” 
Hart said.

“The building, before I took 
it over, was run-down, it was di-
sastrous, and I worked hard to 
make it a community place that 
people can appreciate as the cor-
ner store,” he added.

Kahlow and WECA had ar-
gued that the store historically 
operated only on the main floor 
of the building, citing personal 
experience in the neighborhood 
and sworn testimony from 
Meseret Bekele, who sold the 
business to Hart.

“I went into the old store 
many times,” Kahlow testified. 
“It was a one-story operation.”

However, a pretrial report 
from the Office of the Attorney 
General found various certifi-

cates of occupancy dating back 
to 1958 that listed all three floors, 
which the board ultimately ruled 
showed the store had histori-
cally used the entire townhouse 
as part of the business, with the 
basement as storage and the top 
floor as offices.

Kahlow also raised the ques-
tion of whether the store could 
legally sell prepared foods, say-
ing that the store’s panini press 
violated BZA regulations.

“DCRA has been duped 
and we don’t want the BZA to 
be duped,” Kahlow added.

But board members cited an 
April 2009 case that ruled it was 
within a grocery store’s right 
to sell prepared foods and dis-
missed the argument.

After more than four hours 
of testimony, board members de-
clared themselves ready to vote, 
and board member Meridith 
Moldenhauer argued in Hart’s 
favor, citing DCRA testimony 
and the previous certificates as 
proof that the new certificate 
was valid.

“The appellant’s arguments 
really don’t provide any ad-
equate support for their case,” 
Moldenhauer said of WECA’s 
appeal. “The fact that both wit-
nesses could not provide specific 
personal testimony… weakened 
their case.”

Kahlow declined to com-
ment after the vote. u

D.C. board rules for FoBoGro
Agency upholds 
store's certificate 
of occupancy
by gabrielle bluestoNe 
Special Contributor

they can start by doing every-
thing in their power to fix this 
injustice,” said Tomasi, a sopho-
more.

In a document sent to the 
University, Tomasi said that GW 
has made “tremendous steps” 
toward making the campus 
military friendly, but it will mean 
“nothing if GW’s administration 
turns their backs to those who 
seek to be tomorrow’s leaders.” 

Executive Vice President of 
the Student Association Jason 
Lifton said he began working on 
the issue after Tomasi, currently 
an SA senator from the Elliott 
School of International Affairs, 
approached him about the situ-
ation last fall. 

“Army ROTC students are 
being treated unfairly by the 
University and we will continue 
to work to fix that until the situ-
ation is appropriately rectified,” 
Lifton said. 

Associate Vice President for 
Academic Operations Jeffrey 
Lenn met with Lifton before win-
ter break and has been gathering 
additional information about the 

increase to present to the Univer-
sity.  He said he plans on present-
ing his findings to Executive Vice 
President for Academic Affairs 
Donald Lehman within the next 
two weeks for “his review and 
decision.”

Lehman, who was in the 
Air Force ROTC and served in 
the Air Force, said that the issue 
is not “simply solvable.”  The 
courses need to be academically 
rigorous enough to receive three 
credits, and time spent in train-
ing and drills does not count as 
academic work.

“The actual ROTC courses, 
they are academic at a certain 
level but it is a question, is it re-
ally three credits worth of aca-
demic work versus one credit,” 
Lehman said. “If it is an academ-
ic issue as to the expectations of 
the course, from the viewpoint 
of work load and the number 
of hours spent in the classroom, 
most likely it won’t change.”

Tim Swenson, an Army 
ROTC cadet at Georgetown, 
said the lack of credits dates to 
the Vietnam era, “when George-
town severely cut military stud-
ies on campus to protest the 
war.”  Since then, Army ROTC 
has struggled to regain its former 
recognition.  Swenson said only 

recently did Georgetown award 
half a credit a semester to under-
classmen.

Sophomore Lauren Emmi, 
a GW Army ROTC cadet, said 
participating in the program is a 
“huge, huge time commitment.”  
The military science class meets 
once a week, Emmi said, making 
it longer than some three-credit 
classes. 

“It seems unfair in a free 
country to discourage college 
students from joining the mili-
tary," she said. 

Tomasi estimates that cadets 
spend 10 hours a week in class or 
on class work, as well as in par-
ticipation in the training, week-
end labs, and other exercises. 
These are factored into their final 
grade.

He said for the cadets, there 
is more at stake than receiving 
college credit. Cadets can have 
lower GPAs because they do not 
receive three credits, which may 
reduce the number of points ca-
dets receive toward their GPA. 
This could jeopardize their fu-
ture in the military, as students 
who receive three credits for 
their ROTC courses will get 
“preferred jobs in the Army” 
over GW cadets because of their 
higher GPAs, Tomasi said. u
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The balloting issues did not 
detract from the mood on H 
Street, where the candidates – 
particularly in the presidential 
and executive vice presidential 
elections – stood for much of 
the morning and afternoon in 
an effort to convince passers-
bys to vote for them. Even the 
GW Hippo made an appear-

ance, as candidates tried to chat 
students up as they walked by.

Josh Goldstein, candidate 
for executive vice president, 
said he’d been outside since 9 
a.m., and that the most impor-
tant thing he was doing was 
reminding people to vote.

Goldstein said there had 
been some “friendly camara-
derie” while campaigning a 
few feet away from his EVP 
competitors.

“It’s all been playful fun, 
we all understand how this 

works,” Goldstein said. “Ob-
viously I want to win and ob-
viously they want to win, but 
we’re having some fun out 
here.”

Standing outside Crawford 
Hall, presidential candidate 
Xochitl Sanchez was dressed in 
her bright green campaign col-
ors, and passed out candy from 
a car adorned with “Xochitl for 
President” posters.

“We’re getting people in-
terested, we’re getting people 
to vote,” Sanchez said. u
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be at least 10 or 15 students that 
would go up to him and either 
have questions or kids who just 
wanted to ask his opinion on 
economics today,” said sopho-
more Harris Abrams, who had 
Dunn for Introduction to Macro-
economics last spring.

Senior Alexandra Levin 

said in an e-mail that Dunn was 
a tough professor, but by chal-
lenging students he could truly 
engage them. She said she took 
Introduction to Macroeconomics 
with Dunn her freshman year.

“His passion for econom-
ics was undeniable by the witty 
anecdotes he told before each 
lesson,” she said. “Despite his 
demanding teaching style, Pro-
fessor Dunn was obviously a 
softy on the inside, and all of his 
students knew it.”

Dunn’s storytelling went be-
yond the classroom and into his 
relationship with his colleagues, 
Phillips said.

“He had a wonderful sense 
of humor, and enjoyed telling a 
good story,” Phillips said.

A memorial service will be 
held this Saturday, Feb. 27 at 
2 p.m. at St. Alban’s Episcopal 
Church, 3001 Wisconsin Ave. 
NW.

-Emily Cahn contributed to this 
report.
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Psychiatrist and Psycho-
therapist located at 2112 F 
street, N.W. for treatment of 
depression, anxiety, stress-
related issues, relationship 
issues.  Office phone is (202) 
457-8899.

$$$$$$$$ Time to Make 
Money! Harry's Restaurant 
located in the Harrington 
Hotel (436 11th Street, NW 
one block from Metro Center) 
is seeking Full and Part time 
servers. No ex perience nec-
essary. Hiring now! AM and 
PM shifts available. Getting 

ready for spring with busy 
outside patio open. Apply in 
person to Manager on Duty.

Walk to Georgetown and 
GW Universities.  View of 
Iwo Jima War Memorial.  Lg 
pool,lap lanes/whirlpool on 
site  Gym high-tech exercise 
eq.- sauna, steam & locker 
rs, billiards,ping-pong. Open 
daily. Secure entrance with 
concierge. Walk to stores 
and restaurants. All utili-
ties included, free WIFI and 
Internet, full kit.and plenty 
of closet space. Avail. Immd 
1.5 blocks to Rosslyn Metro 
One mile Rt. #66 and #395.   
Close to Pentagon.  Email or 
call 571-214-9686.

The GW haTcheT Classifieds

Across
1 “Donʼt take

offense at that”
9 Was free

13 Some fairly
difficult odds

14 1983 Gary
Busey comedy

16 Major role in
“Troy”

17 Performer in a
seven-million-
gallon tank

18 Affirmations to
pitchers

19 Univ. helpers
21 Dustup
22 Stick on a pub

wall
23 Put off till

tomorrow, say
27 It may have a

big mouth
28 Since Jan. 1
29 Balladʼs end?
30 “We shun it ___

it comes”: Emily
Dickinson

31 Itʼs not to be
believed

32 Microscope part

34 Wide of the
mark

36 What this
puzzleʼs theme
does?

38 Occurring
relatively soon

40 Haven
41 Brevipennate

bird
42 Cat on the prowl
44 British character

in “Zorro”
45 1992 hit “Life

___ Highway”
48 Struck (out)
49 Hardly fops
51 Lambert Airportʼs

home: Abbr.
52 Speaker in the

Hall of Fame
54 What might

charge a going
rate?

55 Brand at a
checkout
counter thatʼs
also the name of
a Phoenix radio
station

56 Seven-footersʼ
jeans sizes, say

58 Green mold in
the fridge

62 Pueblo pottery
63 “Seinfeld” co-

star
64 Loan lure,

maybe
65 Daring personʼs

cry

Down
1 Eat an entire

cake, say
2 Sidestepped
3 Bedtime

phenomena
4 Véronique, for

one: Abbr.
5 ___-pah band
6 Vote in Vichy
7 Make ___ of
8 Delaware tribe
9 Alternatives to

downloads
10 Newspaper

publisher Arthur
___ Sulzberger

11 Shoulder blades
12 Rain forest

monkey
13 Free of bells and

whistles
15 “Swish!”
20 Author of the

1965 biography
“Kennedy”

23 Disneyʼs dwarfs
and others

24 “Itʼs game time
…!”

25 ___ the Midget,
regular on “The
Howard Stern
Show”

26 50 mythical sea
nymphs

32 Sinclair Lewis
novel “___ Mr.
Wrenn”

33 Corp. manager
of day-to-day
affairs

35 Things with
xings

36 Authoritarian
Spanish leader

37 Bulldoze

38 A nominal fee
39 Ring rock
43 Dough
45 Tristanʼs love
46 Opera house

attire
47 Betting option
50 Wedding dress

fabric

53 Part of many a
KFC order

55 Numbers game
57 Application

datum: Abbr.
59 On a map it may

be colored bleu
60 Program file

extension
61 XK or XKE, for

short
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Across
1 #1 position
5 According to
10 I.R.S. figures:

Abbr.
14 Coal cart
15 Handed (out)
16 First Indian tribe

met by Lewis
and Clark

17 Bird watcherʼs
accessory

19 The Crimson
Tide, familiarly

20 Week-___-
glance calendar

21 What a coach
driver holds

22 2, for one
23 Trace of color
25 Tide or Cheer
28 Beetles sacred

to ancient
Egyptians

30 Language suffix
31 Prefix with

content
32 “___ recall …”

33 One of five in
“Julius Caesar”

34 ___ dʼIvoire
(African land)

35 Essential part
necessary for
fulfilling a goal
… or what 17-,
25-, 48- and 57-
Across all have?

39 Droids
40 Flee
41 ___ de Cologne
42 Winter hrs. in

Bermuda
43 Peace, in Peru
44 Compresses,

informally
48 Symbol of life
51 Ones in a

gaggle
52 “So long”
53 Demolish
55 Young fellow
56 Certain iPod or

skirt
57 Cheesy Mexican

snack
60 Knievel on a

motorcycle

61 Smarty
62 Working without

___
63 Actor Beatty and

others
64 Wuss
65 What a jack-of-

all-trades is
master of,
supposedly

Down
1 Baseball

statistics
2 “Everyoneʼs a

___”
3 Procrastinatorʼs

response
4 Rock music

subcategory
5 Together, on

musical scores
6 Sphere and

cube
7 Smoothing tool
8 Suffix with

election
9 Things with

shoulders: Abbr.
10 Edna Ferber

novel
11 Young starletʼs

promoter, maybe
12 Propose for

election
13 Where

Starbucks was
founded

18 Ironing line
22 Rapʼs Dr. ___
24 There are about

28.35 of these in
an ounce

26 Georgia ___
27 High regard
29 Place for a petri

dish

33 Sign at a
convenience
store

34 Save the
Whales, for one

35 Plummet
36 Got
37 Disconcert
38 Measured
39 “Who Let the

Dogs Out” group

43 Score
components:
Abbr.

44 Equilibrium
45 “Absolutely not!”
46 ___ Institute,

California retreat
center for
alternative
education

47 Tranquilize
49 Stirs

50 Neighborhoods
54 Wacky
57 Ones making

handoffs, for
short

58 Geller with
supposed
psychic powers

59 McEwan or
McKellen
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Sports

Last Word

Number cruNch
The number of 
seconds remaining 
in overtime of 
Wednesday's women's 
lacrosse game when 
sophomore Hilary 

Quinn scored the game-winning goal. 
GW beat American 12-11.

5
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With exactly five minutes to 
play at the Smith Center Tuesday, 
Saint Louis senior center Amanda 
Kemezys hit a layup to put her 
team up 15, a seemingly insur-
mountable deficit for GW. Saint 
Louis had manhandled GW on de-
fense all night, forcing 20 turnovers 
and turning them into 22 points. 
Whenever GW managed to get any  
rhythm on offense, 
the Billikins would 
respond with a bas-
ket, a forced turnover 
or both.

With so little time 
left, it would have 
been easy for GW to 
concede the game 
and look forward 
to Friday’s game 
against Richmond. 
During a timeout, 
GW head coach Mike 
Bozeman asked his 
team just that.

“I asked them 
that, if they were 
ready to quit, and it 
was a resounding no,” Bozeman 
said, “There was no quit, no quit in 
that huddle.”

Bozeman’s team responded, go-
ing on a 14-2 run over the next four 
and a half minutes, closing Saint 
Louis’ 15-point lead to three with 29 
seconds left in the game, largely on 
the back of sophomore Kay-Kay Al-
lums who scored half of GW’s final 
16 points over the last five minutes 
of the game on a layup and a pair of 
threes, the second of which capped 
the 14-2 run and pulled the Colo-
nials to within a basket.

The comeback ultimately 

proved to be too little, too late for 
the Colonials. Saint Louis made just 
enough of its free throws to hold off 
GW and get the Billkens’ first ever 
win over the Colonials, 65-60. 

Despite the loss, GW’s (6-19, 3-9 
Atlantic 10) late-game run left a lot 
to feel good about for Bozeman.

“I’ll be honest with you. I be-
lieve I was more upset with the 
team after the win against Ford-
ham than I am now after the loss to 
Saint Louis. We’re not in a position 

where we can strict-
ly look for moral 
victories; but it’s the 
way we’re playing 
that I’m motivated 
by,” Bozeman said. 
“That’s encouraging 
to me... We have to 
be encouraged by 
the fight in the team 
and the effort on that 
floor.”

GW’s play simi-
larly impressed Saint 
Louis coach Shimmy 
Gray-Miller.

“They play very, 
very hard,” Gray-
Miller said. “Their 

record is no indicator of their talent 
or how hard they play.”

With a win and a loss by either 
Rhode Island or La Salle, the Colo-
nials could have clinched a berth in 
next week’s A-10 tournament. In-
stead, GW will try to clinch a spot 
this weekend in back-to-back games 
Friday against Richmond and Sat-
urday on the road at Temple.

Tip-off for Friday’s game 
against Richmond is set for noon 
at the Smith Center. The game was 
initially scheduled for Feb. 10 but 
was pushed back due to heavy 
snowfall. u

Women's basketball rally falls short
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Sophomore Sara Mostafa's 10 points made her one of four Colonials to score 
in double figures, but Saint Louis thwarted GW's comeback bid Tuesday.

by NeIL sharma
Hatchet Staff Writer

Wednesday afternoon’s GW women’s 
lacrosse game against American was full of 
firsts for the Colonials. The game was GW’s 
first home game of the season, and it was 
the first time that GW has ever played host 
to the District-rival Eagles. 

The game itself saw the Colonials’ first 
overtime period of the season, which ended 
with another first: GW’s first win of the sea-
son, beating American 12-11.

The back-and-forth tone of the game 
was set early in the first half when GW (1-1) 
sophomore Hilary Quinn scored her team’s 
first goal of the afternoon just two minutes 
after American netted its own first goal. 

After again falling behind the Eagles 
2-1, GW rattled off three straight goals to 
go up 4-2 on American. The Eagles would 
respond however, scoring three of the next 
four goals to tie the game at five going into 
halftime.

GW came out of halftime seemingly 
more determined and focused than it was 
in the first half, scoring four straight goals 
to take a 9-5 lead over American. The Colo-
nials appeared to be in control for much of 
the remainder of the half until the final six 
minutes, when American scored three goals 
to tie the game at 11 with just over one min-
ute left in regulation.

Neither team could score in the final 
minute or for most of overtime, and it wasn’t 
until there were five seconds left in the ex-
tra period that Quinn scored the game-win-
ner, handing the Colonials their first win of 
their young season. The hard-fought nature 
of Wednesday’s game was not a surprise to 
GW head coach Tara Hannaford.

“I knew going into the game that the 
girls were ready,” Hannaford said. “We had 
a great practice yesterday [Tuesday] and 
the whole team really clicked.” 

Six Colonials scored in the game, in-
cluding sophomores Quinn, Sarah Phillips 
and Megan Seidman, who each tied for the 
GW scoring lead with three goals apiece. 

Three other Colonials had a goal, in-
cluding senior Taylor Donohue, who ended 
Wednesday’s game just two points away 
from tying Jamie Lee for fifth place on GW’s 
all-time points list after her one-goal, one-
assist performance against American.

Donohue, the lone senior scorer for the 
Colonials said she was energized and  “ec-
static about the win. I think it really shows 
the willpower and strength of our team.” 
Donohoe added that because the Colonials 

“lost to [American] last year, I think there 
was a sense of revenge and payback.  It was 
a total team effort.”

Hannaford was equally animated about 
her team’s win.

 “The girls really hung tough and got 
key plays when they needed them, and 
really executed in overtime,” Hannaford 
said.

Next up for the Colonials is a home 
game against James Madison Saturday at 1 
p.m. u

W. lacrosse earns dramatic first win

"We have to be 
encouraged by the 
fight in the team 
and the effort on 

that floor."

Mike BozeMan
Head Coach
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Freshman Kristina Breese, above, had a late free 
position attempt checked, but teammate Hilary 
Quinn scooped up the ball to score the game-
winning goal in Wednesday's overtime win.

“Every day, he's just reminding me more 

and more of Richard Hamilton." 
Men's basketball head coach 

Karl Hobbs on freshman guard 
Lasan Kromah

AlumnA wins bronze
Former GW softball player and 

current Olympian Elana Meyers won 
a bronze medal Wednesday night in 
the women’s two-person bobsled, the 
first bobsledding medal for the United 
States in the games so far.

Meyers, a 2006 GW alumna who 
played on the Colonials’ first-ever 
softball team in 2003, joined the U.S. 
bobsled team in 2007 after playing 
one season of professional softball for 
the Mid-Michigan Ice. 

Wednesday night was the culmi-
nation of a year’s worth of work for 
Meyers, who took the year off from 
her graduate studies at GW to train 
for the Olympics full time. The train-
ing paid off for Meyers, whose team 
sat in second place after each of the 
first three runs but fell to third on her 
fourth and final run.

Meyers was confident coming into 
the Olympics this year. In an interview 
during the week before the Olympics, 
Meyers cited her team’s fast start time 
and experience on the Vancouver 
track as factors she thought would 
bode well for her medal chances at 
the games.

by eLIzabeth trayNor
Hatchet Reporter

Hobbs said there are no 
expectations for reverence 
among Colonials, only du-
ties to be done and oppor-
tunities to be seized.

“This team doesn’t de-
fer to anyone,” Hobbs said. 
“There are times and certain 
situations [where] it calls for 
guys to step up, it calls for 
certain guys to make plays 
and these two guys tonight 
most certainly stepped up 
and made plays.”

On a night where his 
typical outside shooting 
touch was off, Kromah be-
gan to focus his attention 
closer to the basket, driv-
ing through traffic in the 
lane or along the baseline 
to score on layups or earn 
trips to the free-throw line.

“I wasn’t really on, so 
I wasn’t just gonna take 
shots because I’m open,” 
he said. “I was gonna drive 
and take another aspect of 
my game and it worked for 
me.”

It was Kromah’s third 
straight game with 20-plus 
points and sixth such per-
formance this season. After 
slipping into a mid-year 
funk that saw him score 
only 14 points over five 
games, the first-year guard 

has re-emerged during A-10 
play, scoring double-digit 
points in nine of 13 games.

The development of 
Kromah’s game has even 
inspired his coach to draw 
flattering comparisons to 
his tenure as an assistant at 
UConn in the 1990s.

“Every day, he’s just re-
minding me more and more 
of Richard Hamilton,” 
Hobbs said. “He’s gonna be 
a player that’s gonna have 
an opportunity to be spe-
cial and a guy that’s got a 
chance, I think, clearly, to 
play at the next level.”

Along with Kromah, 
Smith’s standout game 
helped GW bounce back 
from a second-half slump 
that saw a nine-point lead 
turn into a six-point deficit 
in less than seven minutes. 
Smith scored 11 of his 21 
points and grabbed four of 
his eight rebounds in the 
game’s final dozen minutes, 
during which the Colonials 
came back to tie the game 
and eventually put the Ex-
plorers away.

At the same time, Katu-
ka held his own in the post, 
helping GW match up with 
a La Salle team that starts 
three forwards and a center, 
all of which stand 6-foot-8 
or taller.

Explorers head coach 
John Giannini said Katuka 
taught his team, which 

gives extended minutes to 
a trio of freshmen and a 
former walk-on due to inju-
ries, some valuable lessons 
in the paint.

“They’re learning by 
fire and Katuka was an 
excellent teacher today,” 
Giannini said. “There’s no 
question he out-muscled us 
and out-fought us for some 
key rebounds.”

With three games re-
maining in the regular sea-
son, the Colonials are tied 
for ninth place in their 14-
team conference, two and a 
half games ahead of 13th-
place Saint Joseph’s and 
two games behind seventh-
place Dayton.

Moving up one game to 
usurp Duquesne in eighth 
place would earn GW a 
home game in the first 
round of the A-10 tourna-
ment, but Kromah said 
the Colonials won’t let an 
awareness of the standings 
distract them from the goal 
at hand.

“We know that we’re 
around the middle, so we’re 
just trying to play every 
game one game at a time,” 
he said. “Try to play our 
game, have a hot streak, just 
finish the season out with a 
positive end to it.”

GW will next host Char-
lotte Saturday at 6 p.m. in 
the team’s first-ever home-
coming game. u
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