
Against a picturesque back-
drop on the National Mall, in 
front of 5,000 graduates and 
their families, first lady Michelle 
Obama challenged the graduat-
ing class to “keep going” with 
the University's dedication to 
community service Sunday 
morning at the University-wide 
Commencement ceremony.

Obama – who received an 
honorary Doctor of Public Ser-
vice degree from the University 
– lauded the GW community for 

far surpassing the service chal-
lenge she issued back in Septem-
ber.

Obama said if the GW com-
munity logged 100,000 hours of 
community service, she would 
speak at Commencement. Yet 
GW students, faculty and staff 
exceeded that number, logging 
163,980 hours of service.

Although the GW commu-
nity completed her challenge, 
Obama said she had one more 
request of the graduating class.

“I have one more request 
to make of you, one more chal-
lenge, and that is:  Keep going. 

Keep giving. Keep engaging,” 
Obama said.

Obama’s speech was GW 
focused, offering stories about 
the service projects GW stu-
dents, faculty and staff partook 
in over the year. She spoke about 
the accomplishments of the GW 
community, saying she is proud 
of what the University accom-
plished after she issued her chal-
lenge.

The first lady also stressed the 
need for graduates to think glob-
ally with their service initiatives, 
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Sophomore Taylor Hubbard died Sunday 
morning after falling from a fifth-story win-
dow in Guthridge Hall. He was 20. 

Hubbard, a biomedical engineering stu-
dent from Lexington, Md, was taken off life 
support and died shortly before 3 a.m. Sun-
day morning, Hubbard’s father told The 
Hatchet. 

Hubbard was brought to the GW Hospi-
tal at 4:25 a.m. Saturday after a student called 
911 after finding Hubbard in the plaza be-
hind Guthridge Hall, D.C. Fire and Emergen-
cy Medical Services spokesman Pete Piringer 
said. Hubbard sustained “multiple internal 
injuries,” according to a police report, which 
classified the incident as not suspicious. 

Hubbard’s father said his son left campus 
- he lived in 2109 F Street this year - last Tues-
day for the summer but came back Friday to 
help a friend move into summer housing. He 
slept in his friend’s room in Guthridge Hall 
Friday night. 

The room, originally a quad, housed only 
three students this semester. Only one room-
mate was still residing in the room at the time 
of the incident. That student, a sophomore, 
declined to comment for this article. Accord-
ing to Hubbard’s father, the Guthridge Hall 
resident was asleep when police officers 
came to investigate. 

Metropolitan Police are still investigating 
how Hubbard fell, and a public information 
officer said Sunday evening that there was no 
updates about the case.

Hubbard was found by a group of stu-
dents coming back from a party early Sat-
urday morning. Senior Jen Choi said she 
was walking back to South Hall around 4 
a.m. when she and her friends found a male 
sprawled out on the grass in Guthridge 
Park. 

“As we were walking along the way we 
saw this guy who was face up on the grass 
and we thought maybe he was just drunk and 
we kind of looked to see if he was ok,” Choi 
said. “But then we realized he was erratically 
breathing and that his wrist was swollen and 
he had cuts on his arm, and then we realized 
we had to call 911 or EMeRG.”

Choi said no one claiming they knew the 
victim showed up to the scene while emer-
gency responders were there. 

Classmates and friends said Hubbard 
was a happy, positive and outgoing person.

“That kid was outstanding, and there’s 
no words fully able to express every single 
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Students celebrate during the University-wide Commencement Ceremony on the National Mall Sunday morning featuring first lady Michelle Obama.

First lady lauds University's commitment to service at Commencement

Class of 2014's yield rate highest in recent history

The incoming freshman 
class of 2014 will boast the 
highest yield rate in recent 
memory, a University official 
said last week.

The University’s yield rate 
– or the percentage of admitted 
students who submit deposits 
to attend GW – increased to 
37.4 percent this year, with 
2,500 of the 6,670 admitted 

students submitting deposits, 
Kathryn Napper, executive 
dean of undergraduate admis-
sions said. Earlier this year, 
Napper predicted a 35 percent 
yield rate for the class of 2014, 
making this year's yield rate 
surpass her estimate by nearly 
2.5 percent.

Last year, 36 percent of the 
7,290 students accepted to the 
University submitted deposits 
for the class of 2013.

Despite accepting a record-

low 31 percent of applicants, 
this is the second year in a 
row the University saw an in-
creased yield rate.

“Given the downturn in 
the economy, the healthy 37.4 
percent yield rate illustrates 
GW’s wide appeal and strong 
reputation,” Napper said in a 
news release.

The University also saw a 
dramatic increase in the aver-
age SAT score of students who 
submitted deposits, which 

jumped 5 percentage points to 
an all-time high of 1960.

“The Class of 2014 will be 
the most talented and academ-
ically qualified in University 
history,” Napper said.

The University also expects 
to retain most of its deposited 
students.

“With this strong return on 
our acceptances, and account-
ing for students who may defer 

by matt riSt 
Campus News Editor

University President Steven Knapp an-
nounced last Friday that a White House 
National Security official would be the Uni-
versity’s new senior associate vice presi-
dent for safety and security.

Darrell Darnell is tasked with the “de-
velopment and management of the Safety 
and Security Program” for the Foggy Bot-
tom, Mount Vernon and Virginia Science 
and Technology campuses. Darnell was one 
of the founding members of the Center for 
Homeland Defense and Security and was 
appointed by President Barack Obama last 
November to his White House post.

Darnell is coming into the University 
during a period of transition in the Uni-
versity Police Department. Former Chief 
of Police Dolores Stafford stepped down 
last month after 18 years of service and 
was replaced by Executive Assistant Chief 
of Police John Isom on an interim basis. In 
his new position, Darnell will have a sig-
nificant role in choosing the next police 
chief. 

Darnell told The Hatchet he plans on 
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A faculty member that participated in the University-wide Commencement Ceremony on the National Mall bikes back toward campus late Sunday 
morning. Nearly 25,000 people gathered for the ceremony to hear first lady Michelle Obama address the class of 2010.
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The University’s Board of Trustees added 
nine new members Friday afternoon, includ-
ing a major Hollywood actress and a specialist 
on American foreign policy.

Actress Kerry Washington; adviser to Rep. 
Darrell Issa, R-CA, Christopher Bright; former 
Acting Navy Secretary B.J. Penn; J. Richard 
Knop, co-founder of the Windsor Group, LLC; 
clinical professor of medicine at the University 
of Colorado Denver School of Medicine Stuart 
Kassan; Chairman of the Board at the Center 
for National Policy Peter Kovler; President of 
Forest City Washington – a national real es-
tate firm – Deborah Ratner Salzberg; former 
Vice Chairman of the Securities Division at 
Goldman Sachs & Co. George Wellde; and 
President and Chief Executive Officer of Tufts 
Medical Center Ellen Zane.

All the incoming trustees are alumni ex-
cept Kovler. In an interview with The Hatchet, 
Washington – who appeared in “The Last 
King of Scotland” and “Ray” – said GW was 
instrumental in shaping her professional ca-
reer and that serving as a trustee is her way 
to give back.

“Because The George Washington Uni-
versity is a really important part of who I am 
as a professional,” Washington said, referring 
to why she joined the Board. “It’s an impor-
tant part of how I do what I do and it’s very 
important to participate.”

She said it was “early” to say what she 
hopes to accomplish during her tenure but 
added that “it is a real honor to serve.”

At the Board meeting, the outgoing trust-
ees were honored by Board Chairman Rus-
sell Ramsey and Assistant Secretary to the 
Board William Carnago. Vice Chairman Lydia 
Thomas and Trustee Michele Hagans were not 
present, but Carnago lauded the pair’s com-
mitment to the Board. Alumni Trustee Zoe 
Beckerman was praised for her commitment 
to students in the School of Public Health and 
Health Services.

Thomas’, Hagans’, Ray Oglethorpe’s, 
and Beckerman’s terms end this year, and 
long-standing Trustee Pat Gurne is set to re-
tire. There is an additional vacancy on the 
Board after Alumni Trustee Jeanette Michael 
died  last November. The election of the nine 
new members leaves a two-person vacancy 
on the Board. Beckerman said working with 
the SPHHS to gain recognition and financial 
resources have been some of her proudest ac-
complishments.

“I think the Board is in a terrific place with 
development people, skills people and money 
people,” she said.

The current Board consists of 24 charter 
trustees and seven alumni trustees. The new 
members begin their terms July 1.
–Lauren French and Madeleine Morgenstern
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Nearly 200 graduating seniors 
were inducted Friday afternoon 
into the Phi Beta Kappa fraternity, 
the country’s most prestigious hon-
or society.

University President Steven 
Knapp said the honor society – 
which accepts only 10 percent 
of graduates from universities 
involved with the organization 
– boasts a membership of 17 
presidents as well as many distin-
guished GW graduates, including 
Sen. Mark Warner, D-Va., and ac-
tress Kerry Washington.

Executive Vice President for 
Academic Affairs Donald Lehman 
charged the new members to heed 

the motto of Phi Beta Kappa: “Love 
of learning is the guide of life.”

Lehman commended the new 
initiates on their hard work and 
discipline and urged them to ap-
proach their lives with the same 
zeal they applied to their school-
work. 

“Each of you can find your own 
unique way to provide your own 
contribution to society,” Lehman 
said. “Phi Beta Kappa is a key. It is 
up to you what doors you want to 
open with it.”

Former president of the D.C. 
area Phi Beta Kappa Association 
Christel McDonald also spoke 
at the induction. McDonald told 
amusing stories of her first years as 
a Phi Beta Kappa initiate, also men-
tioning the importance of the key.

“Wear it with pride. It will be 
your companion for the rest of 
your life. And if you lose it, you 
can order one over the Internet,” 
McDonald said. 

She also urged new inductees 
to be active in their membership 

and to take advantage of the expe-
riences of fellow Phi Beta Kappa 
graduates. 

“Phi Beta Kappa graduates 

young and old are out there wait-
ing for you to join them,” McDon-
ald said. “We are all waiting for 
you." u
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Thursday night’s Doctoral Hood-
ing Ceremony marked a milestone 
for GW’s outgoing Executive Vice 
President for Academic Affairs.

After 38 years at GW – 14 of 
which were spent as one of the Uni-
versity’s highest academic officers – 
Donald Lehman addressed the nearly 
300 doctoral candidates at GW for the 
last time.

In his final charge to graduates, 
he addressed the challenges they may 
face finding jobs, and shared his feel-
ings on what he thinks it means to be 
a scholar.

“This occasion is always a special 
one,” Lehman told the audience gath-
ered in the Smith Center. “This year 
is particularly significant, as it is the 
40th anniversary of the year that I re-
ceived my own doctorate.”

Lehman – who earned his doctor-
ate in theoretical physics from GW 
in 1970 and a few years later began a 
fellowship at the University – shared 
his academic background with the 
graduates. He told them he wanted to 
speak “from the heart” and share his 
beliefs about the doctorate degree.

“We educators spend a lot of time 
debating the definition of true schol-
arship,” Lehman said, adding true 
scholarship can be found in service, 
like teaching.

“To me, real service is nothing 
more or less than applied scholar-
ship,” he said.

Lehman said his talk was a de-
parture from his traditional address 
to graduating students. In the past he 
has given advice about post-grad life, 
but this year he decided to tell stu-
dents they will always be learning. 

“Whatever you do, what you’ve 
learned over the course of your stud-
ies, this degree will never leave you. 
If you choose to believe as I do that 
scholarship is multifaceted, wherever 
you land, you will find your way to 
create new knowledge,” Lehman 

said.
University President Steven 

Knapp also spoke to graduates, con-
gratulating them on earning the high-
est degree offered by GW.

“Today our names are forever 
linked with those alumni who re-
ceived their doctorates in years past,” 
Knapp said, noting three previous 
doctoral candidates who had gone on 
from GW to hold prominent positions 
in the country and around the world.

“It was a once in a lifetime expe-
rience,” said Jennifer Burruss, a re-
cipient of a doctorate in education in 
higher education administration, of 
getting hooded. “It was neat to share 
it with so many other people.”

Horatious Njie Tanyi, now the 
holder of a doctorate in philosophy in 
computer science, called graduating a 
huge relief.

“I took a lot out of [Lehman’s] 

speech about what to do after getting 
a PhD and getting into the field and 
contributing. I thought his speech 
was very good,” Tanyi said.

Vanessa Schick, who earned 
a doctor of philosophy in applied 
social psychology, said she thinks 
people are often torn over what to do 
after graduation, but said Lehman’s 
remarks applied to everyone at the 
ceremony.

Associate professor of psychol-
ogy and women’s studies Alyssa 
Zucker, who assisted Schick during 
her five years of study, helped one 
last time by giving Schick her hood at 
the ceremony.

“It’s great, after all these years of 
hard work,” Zucker said of seeing 
Schick graduate. 

Associate Vice President for 
Graduate Studies and Academic Af-
fairs Dianne Martin gave the audi-

ence a brief “dissertation” on the his-
tory and symbolism of the academic 
regalia worn by scholars.

Martin explained the designa-
tion “doctor” signifies the holder has 
made original contributions to knowl-
edge and is ready to teach others. 

“The special hood worn by the 
doctor is part of the academic regalia 
and traces its origin back to the begin-
ning of the western university, some 
900 years ago,” Martin said.

Originally worn mostly by clerics 
and intended to keep out the cold, the 
garments were required by universi-
ties to be “sad-colored.”

“But as often happens, even to-
day, the faculty ignored that require-
ment,” Martin said, drawing laughter 
from the audience. She said the faculty 
chose to make the academic costumes 
in vivid colors, representing the uni-
versity and  particular degrees. u

Against the backdrop 
of the United States Marine 
Corps War Memorial in Ar-
lington, Va., nine GW Navy 
Reserve Officer Training 
Corps students became mili-
tary officers Friday morning.

A total of 24 students from 
GW, Georgetown, Howard, 
the University of Maryland, 
and Catholic were commis-
sioned as Navy ensigns and 
Marine Corps second lieu-
tenants at the early morning 
ceremony.

While gray skies sig-
naled a threat of rain, the sun 
emerged from behind the 
thick clouds after the ceremo-
ny concluded.

Rear Admiral David L. 
“Deke” Philman, director of 
warfare integration for the 
Office of the Chief of Naval 
Operations and the ceremo-
ny’s keynote speaker, said he 
trusts the graduates will suc-
ceed in their new duties in the 
tradition of those who served 
before them.

“Remember as you begin 
your training and through-
out your career that although 
your specialties are differ-
ent, they all rely on our core 
pillars: honor, courage and 
commitment,” Philman said. 
“There is little doubt in my 

mind that this class of 2010 
will serve, lead and succeed 
as well or better as those that 
have gone before us.”

Philman added the loca-
tion of the ceremony provid-
ed the perfect context for the 
graduates’ newly assumed 
leadership and service roles.

“This is a fitting place for 
our nation to gain 24 new 
volunteers who have chosen 
to follow in the footsteps of 
heroes in defense of democ-
racy and the American way 
of life,” he said.

Dr. Richard Southby, a dis-
tinguished professor of glob-

al health and the executive 
dean emeritus of the School 
of Public Health, spoke at the 
ceremony in his current role 
as president of the Associa-
tion of NROTC Colleges and 
Universities. Southby said 
he hopes the graduates will 
always place a high value on 

service.
“By pursuing the paths 

that have brought you here 
today, you have demonstrat-
ed that you understand and 
accept this responsibility,” 
he said. “I have the impres-
sion that being in the service 
has fallen out of fashion with 

large segments of our society. 
This has disturbing conse-
quences for the future.”

Graduates echoed the 
sentiments of history and tra-
dition that come from having 
the ceremony at the War Me-
morial.

“It was an amazing cer-
emony. Having it here at 
Iwo Jima with all the history 
and tradition here makes it 
even better. I feel like a great 
weight has been lifted from 
my shoulders and I’m so 
proud to go into the Navy,” 
said Daniel Hearding, who 
graduated from the Universi-
ty of Maryland and was com-
missioned as a submarine 
warfare officer.

Maria Katrina Estante 
Ablen, a GW graduate com-
missioned as a surface war-
fare officer, said she is looking 
forward to serving her coun-
try now that she has complet-
ed her NROTC training.

“It feels great after four 
years of hard work,” Estante 
Ablen said. “To be commis-
sioned with my classmates 
is one of the most gratifying 
emotions ever because we 
started together and finished 
together. Now we actually get 
to do something we worked 
so hard for.”

Samuel Charles Lada, a 
GW graduate commissioned 
as a student naval aviator, 
said he is eager to assume his 
new responsibilities in the 
Navy.

“There’s a long, proud 
tradition and heritage that 
I have to look up to,” Lada 
said. “Hopefully, I’m up to 
the task.” u

Lehman bids farewell to doctoral recipients

FraNcis rivera | hatchet staFF photographer
Executive Vice President for Academic Affairs Donald Lehman helps a student receive her doctoral hood during Thursday night's 
ceremony. It was the last Doctoral Hooding Ceremony Lehman will attend as Executive Vice President for Academic Affairs.

by amy D’oNoFrio  
Metro News Editor 

Hooding was last in 
the administrator's 38 
year-long career

U.S. Military commissions nine GW NROTc graduates

viktors DiNDzaNs  | seNior photo eDitor
Nine GW Navy Reserve Officer Training Corps students became military officers last Friday. The newly commissioned officers were charged 
with accepting their new responsibilities at the ceremony, held at the United States Marine Corps War Memorial in Arlington, Va.

Ceremony held 
at Marine Corps 
memorial in Va.
by kara DuNForD  
Contributing News Editor

The University’s highest govern-
ing body approved a proposal to add 
a School of Nursing to GW’s Virginia 
Science and Technology campus Fri-
day morning. The school is expected 
to launch next July.

GW currently offers bachelor’s, 
master’s and doctoral nursing prac-
tice degrees through the Department 
of Nursing Education, a section of 
the School of Medicine and Health 
Sciences. The school will become the 
third school in the Medical Center. 

The school is expected to fund 
itself through tuition from new stu-
dents, and has submitted a budget 
of expenses totalling $3.2 million for 
the 2011 fiscal year.

The proposal projects 435 stu-
dents will enroll in the fall of 2011, 
with $60,000 in proposed scholar-
ships for the first year and $100,000 
each subsequent year. 

Johnson said the school will 
make money for the Medical Cen-
ter and students' tuition dollars will 
fund the school. In the proposal, a 
five-year summary has the school 
contributing over $3 million dollars 
to the Medical Center by fiscal year 
2015. Fiscals years at GW run from 
June 30 to July 1. The school also 
hopes to bring in money through re-
search; the department has brought 
in $5 million in sponsored funding 
since 2005.

Ellen Dawson, chair of the nurs-
ing department, said creating a full-
fledged school is a way to respond 
to the nursing shortage around the 
country and will unite talented stu-
dents and faculty. According to data 
from the State of Virginia, by 2017, 
there will be a 10,000 nurse shortage.

“Becoming a school gives us the 
ability to recruit nationally known 
researchers and will attract highly 
qualified students,” Dawson said.

Adding a School of Nursing 
is also a response to the need to in-
crease enrollment in nursing pro-
grams, Dawson said.

“Nationally, in the past four 
years we have turned away 50,000 
applicants because of shortages of 
faculty and clinical sites,” Dawson 
said.

Johnson said placing the new 
school at the Virginia campus is a 
way to respond to the state’s own 
nursing shortage as well.

“Placing it in the state of Virginia 
is important to address the needs of 
nurses,” Johnson said. “We are going 
to be part of that enterprise to ad-
dress a state and national issue.”

Johnson said the Medical Center 
plans to give the new school $1 mil-
lion to fund four tenure-track profes-
sors. According to the proposal, all 
faculty members in the Department 
of Nursing Education will transition 
into the School of Nursing. The pro-
posal lays out plans to have 34 full 
time faculty by fiscal year 2014. 

The Faculty Senate expressed 
some concerns over the financial de-
mands of starting a new school, but 
in a meeting last Monday professors 
in the Senate voiced approval for the 
plan. u

Board 
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Phi Beta Kappa Society inducts 200 members

by caroliNe BowmaN  
Arts Editor 

marie mcgrory | hatchet staFF photographer
University Marshall Jill Kasle looks on as a graduate is inducted into Phi Beta 
Kappa, a national honor society, and as the new member signs in.

Honor society is 
most prestigious in 
the country



Solicitor General Elena 
Kagan will likely be con-
firmed to the Supreme 

Court in the next few weeks, 
making her the fourth female 
Supreme Court Justice in his-
tory.  But Kagan is under scru-
tiny as the confirmation pro-
cess progresses, and she 
is facing backlash thanks 
to a decision she made 
while she was Dean of 
Harvard Law School. 
Her decision barred mili-
tary recruiters from the Law 
School’s campus.   

While Kagan was the 
dean, she learned after 25 
years of being banned from 
the Law School’s main recruit-
ment office, the military could 
return to campus. In 2003, Ka-
gan wrote to the Law School 
community that a federal 
law known as the Solomon 
Amendment said the govern-
ment could pull funding for 
any school that prohibited 
military recruiting. Realizing 
the need for funding, she was 
forced to lift the ban. 

Then, a federal appeals 
court struck down the Solo-
mon Amendment, and Kagan 
re-imposed the military ban 
in 2004, the decision she is 
currently facing criticism for. 
At the time, Kagan said the 
decision to bar recruiters was 
because “don’t ask don’t tell” 
conflicted with Harvard’s own 
hiring policy, which prevents 
discrimination in hiring based 
on sexual orientation.  

But the Supreme Court 
then overturned the federal 
appeals court’s decision over 
the Solomon Amendment, 
and so Kagan was forced to 
lift the ban yet again. GW has 
a nearly identical anti-discrim-

ination policy, and largely be-
cause of funding, it too allows 
recruiters and Reserve Offi-
cers’ Training Corps to have a 
place on campus.  

A university making a po-
litical statement may seem no-
ble or high-minded, but such 

action is inappropriate no mat-
ter how divisive or discrimina-
tory or downright ridiculous a 
particular policy may seem.  
DADT will change, but the 
first step must come from the 
government itself.  

GW is a school that has ex-
perience with the policy. The 
University faced controversy 
last year when then fresh-
man Todd Belok, enrolled in 
the Naval ROTC, kissed his 
boyfriend at a party and was 
spotted by two fellow NROTC 
members.  Belok was forced to 
withdraw from the program, 
despite a GW policy that 
protects students in school-
sponsored clubs from dis-
crimination based on sexual 
orientation.  

It certainly seems GW 
would have enough ammuni-
tion to ban military recruiting 
on campus, echoing the move 
made by Kagan at Harvard 
in 2004.  But for a University 
in the heart of the nation’s 
capital, miles from the Pen-
tagon and Arlington Cem-
etery, the backlash would be 
immense. Not only would it 
mean GW could lose a great 
deal of federal funding under 
the Solomon Amendment, 
but it would also affect the 

military’s numbers. In a time 
when our nation is engaged 
in two wars, the last thing col-
lege campuses should be do-
ing is preventing the military 
from reaching out to new re-
cruits.  

Kagan’s decision will 
probably not cost her 
a shot at the Supreme 
Court, nor should it.  She 
kept in line with fed-
eral laws, lifting the ban 
when the Supreme Court 

found the Solomon Amend-
ment constitutional. If DADT 
ever comes before the Bench, 
Kagan will likely make a deci-
sion based on precedence and 
constitutionality, rather than 
on her own opinion. She will 
be able to affect change on the 
Court, as long as the first real 
change regarding the policy 
comes from Congress or the 
President.  

It is lamentable that the 
federal policy on homosexuals 
in the military is preventing 
untold soldiers from serving, 
and has led to the discharge of 
thousands of able-bodied men 
and women from the armed 
forces. Over 13,000 individuals 
were discharged since DADT 
was passed in 1993, accord-
ing to Servicemembers Legal 
Defense Network, a military 
watchdog group. 

The ramifications of 
DADT are clear, both in the 
Middle East and at our own 
University.  But an outright 
ban of the recruiters along the 
lines of what Kagan did and 
others have called for could 
potentially harm our military 
and our school.
–The writer, a junior majoring in 

journalism and mass communi-
cation, is a Hatchet columnist.

Opinions Lyndsey Wajert
Opinions Editor
lwajert@gwhatchet.com H
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Does it take all kinds?

by Brian Tratner

Annu Subramanian
Contributing Editor
asubramanian@gwhatchet.com

A different type of pre-graduation nerves

Quotable

"Wear it with pride. It will 
be your companion for the 
rest of your life. And if you 
lose it, you can order one over 
the Internet." 

Christel McDonald, on the 

Phi Beta Kappa key new members 

received at their initiation. 
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GW has and deserves a top-
notch faculty with superb 
academic credentials and, 

frequently, experience in the pro-
fessional realm that few schools 
can match.   

But when seeking faculty, we 
need to leaven the academic 
bread more than we current-
ly do, and more than most 
institutions do. 

At GW, faculty perform 
research, they seek knowledge 
and they provide services. But 
that isn’t all they do. Mostly, they 
teach. We stimulate the transfer 
of knowledge from generation to 
generation.  By our example, stu-
dents learn discipline and char-
acter and the ability to inspire 
loyal service.  

Faculty at most institutions 
prefer to hire people like them-
selves – people with what are 
known as “terminal degrees” 
in their discipline, most often a 
doctorate of one sort or another. 
Practitioners are often regarded 
as second-class citizens, no mat-
ter how sparkling their achieve-

ments or how exciting their 
teaching.   

But hiring only people with 
terminal degrees would mean 
that Eric Ericson - the man who 
coined the term "identity crisis" 
and a founder of the social de-

velopment theory - would never 
have been hired as he was at 
Harvard University or Yale Uni-
versity or University of Califor-
nia, Berkeley. And Saul Bellow 
- a Noble Prize-winning author 
- would never have been hired at 
the University of Chicago. If GW 
were to hire only those who hold 
terminal degrees, it would not 
hire Bill Gates or Mark Zucker-
berg as teachers in our business 
school.  Would we offer a profes-
sorship in the Elliot School to Co-
lin Powell? Not if we only look 
for people who hold terminal 
degrees. 

My point is that we need to 

educate the whole person. That’s 
not anti-academic or anti-intel-
lectual: it is pro-human.  I’m not 
suggesting for a moment that we 
shouldn’t hire faculty members 
with terminal degrees who have 
demonstrated their research 

prowess by contributing to the 
store of the world’s knowledge.  
I’m merely suggesting that 
those aren’t the only sorts of 
people we should hire. 

We need professors of prac-
tice, people who have demon-
strated their intellectual and 
personal skills in demanding 
professions or jobs.  We need law 
professors who have practiced 
law with skill and success; we 
need practicing physicians and 
poets and musicians and artists 
and writers.  We need people 
like Honey Nashman, people 
who don’t hold doctorates but 
who exemplify the human quali-
ties: imagination, empathy and 
genius. We need them as an in-
stitution and you need them as 
students and as colleagues. 

We should cherish people 

who kindle excitement in the 
classroom, who awaken us to the 
charm of discovery for a universe 
filled with diverse wonders.  
Some of those people will hold 
doctoral degrees; others won’t.  

Surely we can distinguish 
between those who teach well 
and those who teach poorly; 
surely we can honor the public 
intellectual as well as the scholar; 
surely we can recognize the tal-
ented vocalist and the writer and 
the painter who will develop the 
latent talent our students bring 
while enriching us all with the 
mastery of their art. 

And we can recognize and 
honor faculty members who are 
an inspiration to students be-
cause of the time they take to un-
derstand and encourage them, to 
model the habits of mind we seek 
to inculcate, who shape their ex-
tracurricular passions.   

The academic bread should 
be multi-grain and chock-full of 
nutrients for the whole person.

–The writer is the 15th president of 
The George Washington University.

Stephen Joel Trachtenberg

How 'Thirsty 
Thurston' 

won't dry up
After reading about GW Housing 

Program’s plan to house a variety 
of student communities in Thurston 

Hall next year, I could not help but laugh at 
the absurdity of having substance-free stu-
dents living in the place unofficially dubbed 
“Thirsty Thurston” by GW students. The 
decision to place such a community in Thur-
ston is obtuse for a range of reasons and is 
inconsiderate to the living preferences of 
those who seek to live in a substance-free 
living space.  

For starters, despite what Housing Di-
rector Seth Weinshel says about Thurston’s 
amorphous abil-
ity to be “differ-
ent [each year] 
based on the 
people that live 
in the building” 
(“Thurston to house honors, engineering 
students,” May 10th, p. 1), many students 
choose Thurston as their freshman residence 
because of its reputation as a more socially 
active dorm. In turn, residents are offered 
many benefits, particularly getting to know 
so many fellow freshmen. Yet Thurston’s 
identity is unequivocal: it is a social nucleus 
where drinking and pot-smoking are com-
mon realities. The overall demeanor and 
reputation of Thurston does not change each 
year simply because a new class of freshmen 
occupies its rooms.  

In picking Thurston to house substance-
free students, Housing either acted naïvely 
or engaged in an egregiously flawed public-
ity campaign to promote Thurston as a place 
that can properly accommodate students 
who desire a dorm environment devoid of 
substances. It is unfair to place students who 
seek the comfort of knowing that their liv-
ing community is free of alcohol and drugs 
in a place where drinking and smoking are 
inevitably more prevalent. 

Housing needs to be as accommodat-
ing as possible to all students. Throwing 
students who desire to live in a substance-
free environment into Thurston is like drop-
ping a person who is allergic to peanuts in a 
Skippy factory—the individual is effectively 
placed in the very space that infringes their 
personal needs. It is inconceivable that Thur-
ston can offer a truly insulated and safe area 
for students who wish to remain away from 
the booze.  

Moreover, Housing erred in its decision 
to place the honors, engineering and seven-
year B.A. and M.D. students in Thurston. 
Although there certainly are some students 
from those communities who would gladly 
reside in Thurston, the University has previ-
ously made the deliberate decision to house 
such students in “quieter” dorms such as 
Lafayette for specific reasons. Students en-
rolled in such programs—as well as those 
seeking a substance-free environment—
generally prefer more reserved living quar-
ters. Thurston is everything but reserved 
and it is unwise to force such an amalgam of 
communities to concurrently reside there.  

In making Thurston the new home of 
such a variety of communities, the Univer-
sity failed to live up to its commitment of 
providing adequate housing options for stu-
dents with special circumstances. Students' 
housing is fundamental to their comfort and 
sense of safety on campus. Living in a space 
in which students feels at ease is imperative 
to their success in school. GW has a respon-
sibility to provide proper housing for all its 
students—particularly freshmen—and the 
decision to make Thurston the all-purpose 
dorm was a misguided decision.

– The writer, a sophomore majoring in political 
science, is a Hatchet columnist.

Phillip Ensler

Columnist

Evan Schwartz

Columnist

Why GW can't do what Kagan did

Remembering  
taylor Hubbard

Even as GW seniors eagerly accept 
their diplomas and experience a once-
in-a-lifetime sense of opportunity and 
elation, the GW community is not im-
mune to the deep sadness of the loss of 
sophomore Taylor Hubbard. Hubbard, 
who fell out of a fifth floor window in 
Guthridge Hall early Saturday morn-
ing, passed away at GW Hospital on 
Sunday. During Sunday’s Commence-
ment ceremony on the National Mall, 
President Steven Knapp expressed his 
sadness and requested a moment of si-
lence in Hubbard’s honor, and we too 
share our deepest condolences over 
the loss of a fellow student.

Hubbard was a biomedical engi-
neering student. He enjoyed playing 
ultimate frisbee and soccer, and was 
described by a friend as “incredibly 
athletic.” He was also a member of 
the Alpha Pi Chapter of Alpha Chi 
Sigma, a co-ed professional frater-
nity in chemistry.

Despite his heavy workload and 
dedication to his studies, peers de-
scribed Hubbard as someone who 
was always willing to help others 
with their work. Hubbard’s friends 
and family remember his outgoing 
personality and happy demeanor, 
and note that he could always be 
seen with a smile on his face. They 
also described him as someone who 
liked everyone he met, and who de-
veloped many friendships through-
out his time at GW. He will be great-
ly missed by those who knew him, 
and by others here on campus.

Regardless of your personal 
connection to Hubbard, it is under-
standable that one may feel sadness 
over this tragedy. GW students can 
relate to the life Hubbard led at GW, 
as he was a student, teammate and 
member of Greek-letter life. One did 
not need to know Hubbard person-
ally to feel sadness over his death, 
as this loss is one the entire Univer-
sity shares.

The school year officially ended 
last week, and with that the student 
body has been dispersed far beyond 
the boundaries of Foggy Bottom. In 
the wake of a tragedy, coping with 
grief never follows an established 
time line. Students could feel sad-
ness almost immediately, or that 
sadness could be delayed until the 
fall semester begins. But you should 
not feel alone. Whether you are 
home for the summer or staying 
in the District, there are resources 
available for confronting grief. For 
those students no longer on cam-
pus, the University Counseling 
Center offers help and is accessible 
by phone. Students who remain on 
campus can also use the UCC by ei-
ther calling or visiting the center in 
person.

One did not need to know 
Hubbard personally to feel 
sadness over his death, as 
this loss is one the entire 

University shares.

GW's University Counseling 
Center can be reached 

by phone at 

(202)994-5300 

For more information, please 
visit their website 

http://gwired.gwu.edu/counsel
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A beloved anthropology and 
international affairs professor 
urged the second crop of gradu-
ates in the Columbian College of 
Arts and Sciences to strive toward 
its goals Saturday afternoon at 
the school’s second graduation 
ceremony.

Associate professor Stephen 
Lubkemann addressed the hun-
dreds of graduates and their 
families, rousing laughter from 
the crowd with anecdotes about 
his family.

Lubkemann compared col-
lege graduation to his daughter’s 
recent pre-kindergarten gradua-
tion, where the 5-year-olds were 
asked, “How will you improve 
the world?”

While the 5-year-olds hoped 
to one day “make it rain only 
on Wednesdays” and “pass out 
kittens,” Lubkemann urged the 
graduates to achieve equally 
grand goals in their own futures.

“Pursue dreams that remain 
as ambitious as those preschool-
ers,” he said. “Utilize your talents 
and energy to transform and care 
for your world; to increase your 
knowledge and understanding 
and to reach out to help others 
who need it.”

Jennifer Day, who received 
her bachelor's in chemistry, and 
Amanda Dawson, who received 
her master's in interior design, 
addressed the group as CCAS 
Distinguished Undergraduate 
and Graduate scholars, respec-
tively.

Dawson assured graduates 
that their GW education will 
provided a wealth of opportuni-
ties, despite today’s “uncertain” 

economy.
“We can feel confident that 

GW has pointed us in the right 
direction, but the most important 
thing to understand is that there 
is no one correct path, and chanc-
es are things won’t go exactly the 
way you’ve planned,” she said. 
“The key is to follow your pas-
sion and be true to you heart.”

Columbian College Dean Peg 
Barratt concluded the ceremony 
by encouraging graduates to stay 
connected to their academic roots 
at GW.

“Remember to draw upon 
your experiences and relation-
ships with GW to help you 
through the challenges, and 
please keep in touch,” she said. 

“The Columbian College of Arts 
and Sciences will always be 
ready to welcome you back.” 

Barratt said the same thing to 
students in the first Columbian 
College ceremony. 

While the ceremony did not 
feature an outside speaker, stu-
dents said they enjoyed the pro-
gram.

Graduate Kelly Hartland 
said she thought Lubkemann 
did a good job of engaging the 
academically diverse group.

“From a creative and open 
standpoint I thought it was ap-
plicable to a lot of different ma-
jors,” she said. “I know person-
ally that was the most inspiring 
of the ones I heard today.” u

Second CCAS ceremony looks to the future

America has made prog-
ress in education equality, 
Graduate School of Educa-
tion and Human Develop-
ment Dean Mary Futrell said 
during her school’s gradu-
ation ceremony Saturday 
morning, but added that 
reform has not gone far 
enough.

In her graduation cer-
emony as dean, Futrell ref-
erenced the Brown v. Board 
of Education Supreme Court 
decision, the Voting Rights 
Act and the Title IX legisla-
tion that barred sex discrimi-
nation in education. She said 
these “milestones” have dra-
matically increased access to 
education at all levels.

“While those gains in 
equity have created a stron-
ger society, there are still too 
many people who are not 
being given equal opportu-
nities,” Futrell said. “If 40 
years from now we have to 
reauthorize [Title IX] again, 
then we as a nation will have 
failed to achieve true equal-
ity in America, especially for 
women and girls.”

Futrell said in order to 
remain competitive, America 
must more than double the 
number of students enrolled 
in secondary education pro-
grams by 2025.

“When we see growing 
diversity on our campus, 
that’s progress,” Futrell said. 
“As President John F. Ken-

nedy said, our promise as a 
nation can be no swifter than 
our progress in education.”

Student speaker Anoma 
Hapangama, who is gradu-
ating with a degree in school 
counseling, said she initially 
felt guilty for not pursuing a 
career in medicine like her 
parents had hoped.

In Sri Lanka, where her 
parents are from, talking 
about feelings is considered 
“taboo,” she said. But since 
she has studied the effects 
of stress and anxiety on Sri 
Lankans in the wake of ter-
rorist attacks and the 2004 
tsunami, her parents have 
become her biggest fans.

“At the Graduate School 
of Education and Human 
Development, I have learned 
that the most important thing 
we need to do is be ourselves 
and fight to be who we want 
to be,” Hapangama said.

GSEHD is the second 
smallest school at GW,  but 
Futrell said the 865-member 
graduating class was one 
of the largest the school has 
ever had.

“Always put first the 
common good of the people 
you serve and profession to 
which you belong,” Futrell 
concluded in her remarks. 
“Never stop finding joy and 
satisfaction in the work that 
you do.”

Graduates and their par-
ents said they were moved by 
Futrell’s final speech as dean. 
Outside the Smith Center, 
graduate Debra Bright Har-
ris was visibly elated about 
her degree.

“I feel fantastic,” she 
said. “It has finally sunk in, 
I am a graduate from George 
Washington University’s 
doctorate program. It’s been 
a long journey.” u

GSEHD dean 
gives final address

by becky reeves  
Hatchet Staff Writer

Futrell discusses 
need to expand 
higher education

by MadeleiNe MorgeNsterN  
Assistant News Editor

The class of 2010 raised 
about $75,000 during the Se-
nior Class Gift campaign, 
nearly $25,000 more than the 
class of 2009, the chair of the 
Senior Class Gift Committee 
announced last Thursday.

About $31,000 of the record-
breaking $74,838 raised will be 
given to Gelman Library, said 
Kelley Stokes, chair of the Se-
nior Class Gift Committee.

When seniors donate to the 
class gift, they are prompted 
to donate to a specific area on 
campus, like a student group 
or academic department. That 
total is matched by the Luther 

Rice Society - an alumni society 
at GW - and is given to an area 
on campus which the senior 
class votes on at the beginning 
of its senior year. This year, 
seniors voted for the Gelman 
Library Renovation Fund to re-
ceive the gift. 

The check was presented at 
a celebration Thursday morn-
ing complete with champagne 
and cupcakes. More than 300 
graduating seniors and their 
families attended the event in 
Kogan Plaza.

President Steven Knapp, 
surrounded by members of 
the Board of Trustees and other 
GW administrators, proposed 
a toast to the senior class. Buff 
and blue ribbons adorned the 
champagne flutes, which were 
passed out to students.

“You are setting an exam-
ple of philanthropy for all of 
your fellow students,” Knapp 
said.

University Librarian Jack 
Siggins was also on hand for 

the event. He called the gift 
“a major investment” which 
“carries on a tradition [seniors] 
have benefited from in the past 
and one setting a course for the 
future.”

Senior Christine French 
said last week she donated 
because she wanted to see im-
provements made to Gelman.

“I have always felt that Eck-
les Library is a great place and 
I would love to see Gelman be-
come similar in atmosphere,” 
French said. “I hope that this 
money can help in making that 
happen.”

Senior Katie Ross said she 
was glad the matching funds 
are going to Gelman, despite 
not studying there often dur-
ing her time at GW. She said 
she chose to give her gift to the 
financial aid office.

“Financial aid is the only 
reason I got to go to GW so I 
felt like I should give it back so 
other people could go,” Ross 
said. u

Seniors raise record $75,000
Class gift to fund 
Gelman Library 
renovations
by MadeleiNe MorgeNsterN  
Assistant News Editor

At the first graduation cer-
emony of the Columbian College 
of Arts and Sciences, associate 
professor of media and public af-
fairs Lisa St. Clair Harvey brought 
a little magic. Literally.

As the faculty speaker, Har-
vey donned a wizard cap and told 
the audience the hat signified the 
magic that happens within the 
walls of GW’s classrooms.

“What we do here at George 
Washington University, what 
you’ve been doing for the last 
four years is really, truly magic,” 
Harvey said. “Magic at its best, 
because every single day we walk 
into a classroom and when we 
walk out again we are different 
people.”

Harvey said she knows stu-
dents are nervous about student 
loans and the job market, but 
said after Commencement they 
would survive. After all, she said, 
these graduates have persevered 
through swine flu, blizzards and 

the recession.
“There’s nothing to be afraid 

of on the other side of tomorrow’s 
great ceremony. There’s only more 
to be discovered,” Harvey said. 
“You will find work and you will 
find jobs, you will be well, and 
you will be GW University gradu-
ates. So wizard hats off to you!”

She encouraged students 
to make their lives joyous, and 
thanked them for letting faculty 
be part of their “voyage of discov-
ery.”

Since May 16 is Harvey’s 
birthday, she requested a present 
from graduates.

“I want you to go out and de-
vour the rest of your life; I want 
you to go out and have a ball!”

After the ceremony, graduate 
Paul Gallo said parts of Harvey’s 
speech stuck out in his mind.

“Just the importance of re-
membering that we need to go out 
there and keep living our lives the 
way we do, and everything will 
be all right,” Gallo said.

The ceremony’s first student 
speaker was graduate student 
Megan Elizabeth Lebow, who 
earned a master ’s of public policy 
from the Trachtenberg School of 
Public Policy and Public Admin-
istration.

Lebow told students about 
teaching at a middle school in 
the South Bronx before graduate 
school, and how a student chal-

lenged her on the pronunciation 
of “Arkansas,” by telling her it 
should sound like “Ar” and “Kan-
sas” combined.

“We have to convince those 
same people who think that they 
know the way that things always 
will be, of the way that things 
could be,” Lebow said, noting she 
had to convince adults that her 
students really wanted to learn.

“Outside of middle school 
classrooms, the stakes are usually 
higher. You generally face more 
seasoned opposition and less 
tangible evidence. But it is up to 
all of us to develop unrelenting 
strength and conviction to lever-
age our experience and harness 
our passions so that we can do 
our part in generating necessary 
change,” Lebow said.

One of this year’s CCAS Dis-
tinguished Scholars, Lauren Chun, 
also spoke to her classmates. She 
talked about coming from Hawaii 
and discovering her passion for 
criminal justice through an in-
ternship. 

“I believe that after we gradu-
ate today none of us should aban-
don the passions and the interests 
that motivated us to succeed here 
at GW,” she said.

Chun also said that although 
she and her classmates will soon 
be “tiny fish in a huge ocean filled 
with much bigger, older, hungrier 
fish,” she is confident in the fu-

ture success of her class.
“Despite the challenges we 

face, I believe that we have what 
it takes to thrive in our new envi-
ronment. I think that we should be 
more excited than afraid of what 
lies ahead for us,” Chun said.

At the end of the ceremony, 
Columbian College Dean Peg Bar-

ratt asked graduates to stop by 
GW in the future.

“Columbian College of Arts 
and Sciences will always be ready 
to welcome you back,” Barratt 
said. u

Michelle rattiNger | photo editor
(Top) Associate Professor of Media and 
Public Affairs Lisa St. Clair Harvey told 
graduates they will survive in a tough 
economy. (Below) A CCAS student 
celebrates during the school's first 
ceremony.

Harvey said GW 
degree is start of 
'voyage of discovery'
by aMy d'oNofrio  
Metro News Editor

CCAS professor offers reassuring advice at first ceremony

viktors diNdzaNs | seNior photo editor
(Top) Jennifer Day addresses her fellow graduates. (Below) 
Graduates embrace during the second CCAS ceremony.

Professor urges 
graduates to  
'improve the world'

"The key is to follow 
your passion and be 
true to your heart."

amanda dawson
CCAS Graduate

Check out  media.gwhatchet.com  for commencement photos.
Miss the perfect shot?

or withdraw, the University 
is expected to enroll between 
2,350 and 2,390 freshmen 
this fall,” Napper said.

Incoming freshman 
Danny Wein from Highland 
Park, Ill. said the numbers 

indicate GW is becoming 
more popular among high 
school students.

“The increases mean 
that a lot of students are 
recognizing the unique op-
portunities that GW offers,” 
Wein said. “Not only as an 
awesome school in the city, 
but as a great academic in-
stitution in Washington, 
D.C.”

Dean of Freshman Fred 
Siegel said the increase in 
yield and the decrease in 
acceptance rate are a “huge 
boost” for GW’s reputation.

“It’s spectacular,” Sie-
gel said. “It’s really a credit 
to what you all do. People 
look at ranking and sta-
tistics–a reputation that is 
buttressed by real data is 
important.” u

from p. 1
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The last time Henry “Ric” 
Duquès spoke at a School of 
Business graduation ceremo-
ny, School of Business Dean 
Susan Phillips announced a 
$5 million gift from Duquès 
and his wife to name Duquès 
Hall.

Eight years later, Duquès 
told more than 400 graduates 
to exercise honesty in their 
work, citing “business mis-
steps” that have occurred in 
recent years in the business 
world.

“Making something com-
plicated to make it seem ethi-
cal should be a warning sign 
to you,” Duquès said. “Keep 
it simple, and I’m sure your 
class will over the years im-
prove the moral and ethical 
compass that guides the way 
business is conducted not 
only in the United States but 
around the world.”

Duquès, who retired in 
2007 as the chairman and CEO 
of First Data Corporation – the 

world’s largest processor of 
credit card payments and elec-
tronic money transfers – gave 
graduates three suggestions 
for their life after graduation: 
“Be a continual learner, travel 
happily and do something to 
enhance the lives of others.”

He acknowledged edu-
cation can be expensive, but 
said he firmly believes the 
education students receive is 
the best investment they can 
make.

“My wife always told 
my children, if you’re not 

learning, you’re not living,” 
Duquès said. His wife, Dr. 
Dawn Brills Duquès, was also 
in attendance. She earned a 
B.A. in elementary education 
from GW in 1969, the same 
year her husband earned his 
M.B.A. He also earned his 

B.B.A. in 1965 from GW.
For his thoughts on happi-

ness, he encouraged graduates 
to not wait for big life events, 
but to enjoy the journey. “If 
you wait for those events to 
make you happy, you will 
miss out on many, many daily 
events that bring happiness,” 
Duquès said.

He also encouraged stu-
dents to give back, but said 
most contributions don't have 
to be financial. He shared 
a story explaining why he 
wanted to help GW; he at-
tended GW for free on a bas-
ketball scholarship.

“This is not a commercial 
encouraging you to make a 
financial contribution to GW 
or any other cause, but it is an 
encouragement to find a way 
to give your time or money to 
improve the lives of others…
giving back is an enormously 
rewarding part of life,” he 
said.

“It’s certainly fitting that 
he’s addressing the class of 
2010. This is the first under-
graduate class to have spent 
all four years in Duquès 
Hall,” Phillips said as she in-
troduced Duquès as the key-
note speaker.

The graduation ceremony 
was the last Phillips would 
spend as dean, as she pre-

pares to step down from the 
position this summer.

At the close of the cer-
emony, Associate Dean for 
Undergraduate Programs 
Lawrence Singleton spoke 
about Phillips’ achievements 
leading the school, and pre-
sented her with a framed col-
lection of her commencement 
medallions over her 11 year-
long career.

Phillips said the moment 
was bittersweet.

“It has truly been an honor 
for me to lead this school into 
what I hope will be an excit-
ing new era of achievement 
and continued recognition for 
our students and our faculty,” 
she said.

Senior Jordan Chisolm 
said after the ceremony it was 
good to hear from Duquès, 
adding that the business lead-
er put what’s going on the 
business world into perspec-
tive.

“I didn’t know too much 
about him. It’s good to put 
a face to a name,” Chisolm 
said.

Senior Lindsay Schutter 
said she thought both speak-
ers were really good, but parts 
of Duquès’ speech stuck out 
to her: “Especially his quotes 
about how money isn’t every-
thing, ” she said. u

The former president and CEO of 
USA Weekend encouraged graduate 
students in the School of Business to 
take time to volunteer on the board of 
a nonprofit as a way to give back to 
the community during the graduate 
school’s ceremony Friday evening.

“In every job, in every business, 
we can find ways to connect in posi-
tive ways with the communities we 
serve,” said Marcia Bullard, who 
worked for 35 years at USA Weekend, 
a weekly magazine read by more than 
44 million people.

Bullard said businesses are in-
creasingly forming partnerships with 
nonprofits, adding that graduates can 
be leaders whether they work at large 
companies or small ones.

Bullard cited experts who have 
called the millennial generation “off 
the charts” with its sense of social re-
sponsibility.

“I urge you to carry that effort 
with you and to change American 
business for the better," Bullard said. 
“Help your workplace and be a good 
citizen to the community.”

Student speaker David Kirkland 
spoke about the importance of main-
taining school pride even while tran-
sitioning out of GW, and tied it to ser-
vice as well.

“The challenge for us as newly 

minted graduates is to embrace the 
responsibilities and duties that come 
with being part of this community,” 
Kirkland said.

Thunder rumbled throughout the 
Smith Center during the ceremony, 
at one point cracking loudly during 
the “bombs bursting in air” portion 
of the National Anthem, triggering 
laughter among graduates and audi-
ence members.

Friday’s graduation ceremony 
was also the last one for School of 
Business Dean Susan Phillips, who 
will be stepping down in June.

“This is a bittersweet moment for 
me,” Phillips said. “For the past 12 
years it has been, indeed, an honor to 
lead this school.”

Phillips told the graduates Com-
mencement must not mark the end of 
their educational journey.

“Throughout your careers you will 
be expected to improve upon your 
knowledge and capabilities,” Phillips 
said. “In our competitive global en-
vironment we must maintain an ap-
petite for lifelong learning.”

Graduating student Latoya Lewis 
said she was ready to start celebrating 
as soon as she received her diploma.

“It’s unbelievable!” Lewis said 
after the ceremony. “I think after we 
got our diplomas they should have 
let us go,” she joked about the length 
of the ceremony, before adding, “The 
dean’s close was nice.”

Graduate Chang Liu said he en-
joyed the ceremony, which was a 
different experience from the un-
dergraduate one he had in his home 
country.

“It’s very different from China, 
this impressed me a lot,” Liu said. 
“Especially calling the names, they 
didn’t do that at my school.” u

Dean of the School of 
Engineering and Applied 
Sciences David Dolling re-
minded graduates that en-
gineers and computer sci-
entists are in high demand, 
during his address at the 
SEAS graduation ceremony 
Saturday evening in the 
Smith Center.

Dolling said graduates 
will enter the world during 
a period of growth for en-
gineering, which demand 
the skills students learned 
through SEAS. 

“There is no doubt we 
are living in exciting times 
for engineering and tech-
nology,” Dolling said. “The 
explosion in computer pow-
er and sophisticated engi-
neering, combined with the 
brain power of newly mint-
ed engineers and scientists, 
makes possible what we 
could only dream about a 
few years ago.”

During the speech, 
Dolling also emphasized 
the school’s diversity - 30 
percent of engineering stu-

dents are women, he said. 
Guest speaker Dr. Vin-

cent Poor, dean of engineer-
ing and applied science at 
Princeton University, also 
addressed the graduates, 
telling them their degrees 
are extremely valuable in 
the job market.

He advised graduates 
to use their knowledge 
and problem-solving skills 
to find solutions to major 
challenges facing society, 
like sustainable energy and 
affordable health care.

“Those graduating to-
day are entering the field 
of engineering at a very 
exciting time, and one at 
which the need for top en-
gineering talent is greater 
than perhaps at any time in 
human history,” Poor said. 
“Many, if not most, of the 
world’s most pressing op-
portunities have major tech-
nological dimensions, and 
engineers are the agents of 
change in addressing these 
challenges.”

Around 400 undergrad-
uate, graduate and doctoral 
candidates received diplo-
mas during the two hour-
long ceremony. The Smith 
Center was packed with en-
ergetic relatives and friends 
who cheered and photo-
graphed their loved ones as 
their names were called. u

Despite drawing fewer 
students and family mem-
bers for the second year in a 
row, Union Station attracted 
a crowd of graduates and 
friends Saturday night to en-
joy live music, food, drinks, 
and of course, dancing.  

The Monumental Cel-
ebration, a gala held for 
graduates and their families, 
drew only 900 students, fam-
ily members and administra-
tors, Executive Associate of 
University Events Cattleya 
Wongkongkatap said Satur-
day evening. The number 
represents a decline since 
2008, when 2,000 people at-
tended and in 2009, when 
1,200 attended. The class of 
2010 had 2,400 students, but 
Monumental Celebration 
was open to administrators, 
families and students. De-
spite the reduced numbers, 
Wongkongkatap said she 
was pleased with the atten-
dance. 

“We did have a surpris-
ingly good turnout,” Wong-

kongkatap said. “I think ev-
eryone had a great time.”  

Significantly less space 
was reserved inside Union 
Station for the event, which 
was held in the Main and East 
halls . The absence of a stage 
in the Main Hall made the re-
duction in space a noticeable 
change from last year’s Cel-
ebration. Wongkongkatap 
referred comments on the 
downsize to the Office of Ex-
ternal Affairs, which did not 
return request for comment.

Throughout the evening, 
students danced alongside 
friends and family in the East 
Hall to live music from The 
Great Expectations, a band 
that played family-friendly 
tunes ranging from “Sweet 
Caroline” to “Don’t Stop Be-
lievin'.” 

“This is really a family 
celebration,” Elliott School of 
International Affairs gradu-
ating senior Valentina Pereda 
said while taking a break 
from dancing. “We never 
party with our family, so 
it’s great to dance with all of 
them.”  

Tickets to the event cost 

$45 for graduates and $55 
for other attendees, includ-
ing one coupon for a compli-
mentary drink at a number 
of cash bars - which offered 
alcoholic beverages at an ad-
ditional charge - leaving at 
least one student to question 
the cost of tickets. 

“I can’t believe the Uni-
versity gave us a free drink,” 
joked School of Engineering 
and Applied Science gradu-
ating senior Robert Dettore. 
“The event overall is a great 
idea, but they should have 
offered more than one free 
drink.” 

Despite the cost of tick-
ets, the Celebration was a 
final opportunity for many 
students to say goodbye to 
friends and faculty as they 
end their time at GW. 

“It’s just been great to 
catch up with people you 
don’t want to forget,” Co-
lumbian College of Arts and 
Sciences graduating senior 
Jennifer Perry said. “I’m real-
ly impressed with the event, I 
think GW did a great job.” 

And it’s not just students 
saying goodbye — for Execu-

tive Vice President for Aca-
demic Affairs Donald Leh-
man, the Celebration was his 
last as he moves into retire-

ment at the end of the year. 
“We will miss GW…

It feels nostalgic,” Lehman 
said, alongside his wife. “It’s 

so exciting to see these grad-
uates moving on, whether it 
be to the Peace Corps or to 
jobs or other endeavors.” u

fraNcis rivera | hatchet photographer
The Great Expectations entertains the crowd with hits ranging from "Sweet Caroline" to "Don't Stop 
Believin'," both of which had graduates, family and friends singing along and dancing in the East Hall.

Monumental Celebration draws modest crowd
by Matt rist 
Campus News Editor

School of Business' namesake touts power of giving back
Duquès urges 
grads to follow 
ethical practices
by aMy D'oNofrio 
Metro News Editor

Engineering in period 
of growth, dean says
Graduates will be 
in demand during 
exciting times
by KeegaN Bales 
Hatchet Staff Writer

ceO urges business grads to volunteer
Bullard: Partnerships  
between public, private 
spheres are more common
by MaDeleiNe MorgeNsterN 
Assistant News Editor

"In every job, in every business, 
we can find ways to connect 

in positive ways with the  
communities we serve."

Marcia Bullard
Former CEO of USA Weekend

fraNcis rivera | hatchet photographer
Henry "Ric" Duquès urges undergraduates in the School of Business to improve the ethical 
practices of business across the country amid "missteps" in the business world.

chris gregory | hatchet photographer
School of Business Dean Susan Phillips  
discusses the "bittersweet" feeling of  
speaking at her last graduation ceremony as dean.

thing he was to all of us,” 
sophomore Noel Behailu said. 
“Taylor was really nice to 
pretty much everyone. I don’t 
think I ever saw him mad or 
angry. He was just a positive 
person.”

Behailu and Hubbard 
met freshman year while they 
were both living on the Mount 
Vernon Campus, Behailu said.  
He remembers studying with 
Hubbard and sometimes 

playing soccer with the fellow 
engineering student, who he 
called “incredibly athletic.” 

Sophomore Kelli Noel, a 
fellow biomedical engineering 
student, said she and Hubbard 
would often study together 
and hang around campus. 

“He always took life with 
a smile,” Noel said. “Everyone 
really loved him.” 

Hubbard was an ultimate 
frisbee and soccer enthusi-
ast, friends said. He also was 
highly focused on his studies, 
spending hours studying be-
fore tests.  This semester Hub-
bard was initiated into the 

Alpha Pi chapter of Alpha Chi 
Sigma, a co-ed professional 
fraternity in chemistry.

“He was always studious, 
even from elementary school,” 
Wayne Hubbard, Taylor’s fa-
ther, said. “He hated to get a 
bad grade in anything, even 
a B.”

Wayne said Hubbard 
hoped to continue his educa-
tion in medicine. While at the 
hospital, Wayne said engi-
neering students, former high 
school classmates and teach-
ers came to visit Hubbard. 
President Steven Knapp also 
visited with the family Satur-

day afternoon. 
“Taylor, he lived for his 

friends. His friendships were 
the most important thing to 
him. He just loved everyone 
he met,” Wayne said. “He was 
just quite a kid.”

Friends of Hubbard’s 
gathered Sunday afternoon 
in the basement of Potomac 
Hall to remember their out-
going, passionate friend. A 
representative from the Uni-
versity Counseling Center 
was also on hand for students 
who needed to talk about 
their loss. 

“His company was the 

greatest gift anyone could 
ask for,” sophomore Daniel 
Kane said in an e-mail to fel-
low engineering students. 
“He could make you laugh 
like no other friend could. He 
helped in anyway he could, 
even if it meant a night spent 
in Gelman Library.”

School of Engineering and 
Applied Sciences Dean David 
Dolling did not return initial 
requests for comment and 
directed all questions to the 
Office of External Relations 
Saturday evening. 

Hubbard is the second 
student to die on campus in 

the last 18 months. Last Janu-
ary, sophomore Laura Treanor 
was found dead in her Ivory 
Tower dorm room. A medical 
examiner later found that Tre-
anor died from acute alcohol 
intoxication, the clinical term 
for alcohol poisoning.

Knapp announced Hub-
bard’s death Sunday during 
the University’s Commence-
ment ceremony. Those on the 
National Mall took a moment 
of silence for Hubbard. 

“Our hearts go out to his 
family and his many friends 
in the George Washington 
community,” Knapp said. u
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working with students and the 
GW community in his new po-
sition. He acknowledged that 
last year ’s death of sophomore 
Laura Treanor may lead him to 
evaluate the University's safety 
policies.

“I’m going to look at all of 
our policies,” Darnell said, in a 
response to a question about Tre-
anor and alcohol policies. “But I 
think education is the key.”

Darnell – who begins June 
7 – said he will spend his first 
months getting to know students 
and the University before making 
changes.

“I think the first thing to do 
is to get to know the people,” 
he said. “And then I will assess 
what the procedures and poli-
cies are.”

Besides developing a secu-
rity program for the University's 
three largest campuses, Darnell 
will also oversee the University 
Police Department, the Office 
of Public Safety and Emergency 
Management and the Office of 
Environmental Health and Safe-
ty, which includes laboratory and 
residential housing.

Darnell said he hopes to have 
town hall meetings to learn more 
about what concerns students 
have. He is taking over during 
a period when students have 
become more aware of crime on 
campus. 

Last Thursday Metropolitan 
Police Department Commander 
Matthew Klein said total robber-
ies in Foggy Bottom - part of the 
Second District - are down but, 
according to MPD data provided 
by Klein, as of May 11 the num-
ber of unarmed robberies has in-
creased by 39 percent this month 
compared to a year ago. In the 
span of two weeks last month, 
five Crime Alerts have been sent 
to the University community, in-
forming students and staff about 
a reported aggravated assault, 
theft, unlawful entry, assault with 
a knife, and sexual assault. 

The announcement came dur-
ing the Board of Trustees meeting 
in the Elliott School of Interna-
tional Affairs. Darnell gave a short 
speech after Knapp’s introduc-
tion, saying he is excited for his 
new position and is looking for-
ward to working with professors 
in the School of Engineering and 
Applied Sciences after spending 
time in the Gulf of Mexico trying 
to stem the oil flow there. u

adding that GW students already 
serve the global community by 
participating in the Peace Corps, 
studying abroad and doing service 
projects around the world.

“I’m asking your generation to 
be America’s face to the world,” 
Obama said to the crowd of nearly 
25,000. “It will make the world saf-
er, it will make America stronger, 
and it will make you more competi-
tive.”

Obama said by volunteering or 
studying abroad, America’s mes-
sage of freedom and of the impor-
tance of community service will 
spread, helping forge a peaceful 
global community.

“Because many of you already 
serve around the world, this class 
knows firsthand that each one of 
those interactions in the world has 
the power to start a chain reaction,” 
Obama said. “Every child that 
learns to read can teach another. 
Every girl taught that she has pow-
er inspires dozens of others. Every 
school built improves thousands 
of lives. And just as that makes the 
world safer, it also makes America 
stronger.”

She added, “In the end, the sim-
ple act of opening your mind and 
engaging abroad –- whether it’s in 
the heart of campus or in the most 
remote villages -– can change your 
definition of what’s possible.”

University President Steven 
Knapp said he could not have 
imagined the ceremony going any 
better than it did Sunday morning.

"I thought it was truly remark-
able how perfectly the themes of 
her address matched the passion, 
commitment, and achievements of 
our graduating students," Knapp 
said in an e-mail after the ceremony. 
"She gave example after example of 
the kinds of concrete actions her 
challenge had inspired; she spoke 
to the university's global scope and 
aspirations; and she eloquently 
linked the national and global situ-
ations to the opportunities for ser-
vice our students face as they carry 
the George Washington culture into 
their future lives and careers."

Knapp added, however, that he 
was saddened to have to announce 
the death of GW sophomore Taylor 
Hubbard. The 20-year-old student 
was pronounced dead Sunday 
morning after falling the night be-
fore from a fifth-story window in 
Guthridge Hall.

"The only thing I wish had 
been different was the tragic news 

that our sophomore Taylor Hub-
bard had succumbed to his injuries, 
when so many of us had been hop-
ing and praying for his recovery," 
Knapp said.

Obama was not the only speak-
er at the two-hour-long ceremony.

Graduating senior Zoe Petka-
nas addressed her fellow students 
as the student speaker at the event. 
She spoke about her experience 
freshman year watching a presi-
dential motorcade drive by on her 
way to class. It was experiences like 
that, Petkanas said, that make the 
GW experience “anything but typi-
cal.”

She urged her classmates to 
“find their passion” and said de-
spite the tough economic times and 
the daunting “real world” that is 
upon them, she knows the class of 
2010 will succeed.

“When you look around, you 
see people who so badly want to 
do good,” Petkanas said. “Hon-
estly I can’t think of any group of 
people more suited, more qualified 
to tackle the world’s problems than 
this year’s graduating class…take 
these motivations, find your pas-
sion, be bold and do good, I can’t 
wait to see what we accomplish.”

GW alumnus Dave Brubeck 
– an award-winning pianist and 
composer – received a Doctor of 

Music, honoris causa.
Upon receiving his honorary 

degree, Brubeck told students to 
help spread freedom throughout 
the world and received a standing 
ovation from the crowd.

A. James Clark, a trustee emeri-
tus and construction entrepreneur, 
received a Doctor of Engineering, 
honoris causa.

Students on the Mall said the 
increased security, which required 
graduates to pass through metal 
detectors before taking their seats, 
went smoothly. Almost every stu-
dent interviewed said the security 
lines moved quickly, faster than 
they had thought they would.

“I thought there would be more 
people,” said Graduating student 
Ian Watt, who arrived at the Na-
tional Mall at 7 a.m.

Elena Lumby arrived to the Mall 
at 8 a.m. and said getting through 
the security line was a breeze.

“It was much more organized 
than the Inauguration,” Lumby 
said, adding that she enjoyed 
Obama’s speech.

“It’s nice to hear that things are 
difficult but to get the acknowl-
edgement that we are going out 
and going great things despite the 
current climate,” Lumby said. “It’s 
uplifting. It’s leaving on a high 
note.” u
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Across
1 As a result
5 Handed (out)

10 Furry creature
allied with Luke
Skywalker and
the Jedi knights

14 ___ of students
15 Deadly virus
16 Caster of spells
17 “My deepest

apologies”
20 They go into

overtime
21 Coffee orders

with foamy tops
22 Actress Gardner

and others
23 Deceptive talk,

in slang
24 Soup ingredient

from a pod
27 Workerʼs pay
28 Car navigational

aid, for short
31 Had home

cooking

32 Place for the
words “Miss
USA”

33 Margarita
garnish

34 “No idea”
37 Actorʼs pursuit
38 Elvis ___

Presley
39 Emmy category
40 Opposite of

NNW
41 Federal agent

investigating
taxes, informally

42 Pop maker in a
nursery rhyme

43 Witchesʼ ___
44 Sound gravelly
45 Nixed by Nixon,

e.g.
48 Diversions … as

hinted at by the
ends of 17-, 34-
and 52-Across

52 “Letʼs take that
gamble”

54 And others:
Abbr.

55 “Live Free ___”
(New Hampshire
motto)

56 Quadri- times
two

57 “Star ___,”
biggest movie of
1977

58 Mexican dollars
59 Having

everything in its
place

Down
1 Cut and paste,

say
2 Notes after do
3 Golden ___

Bridge
4 So-called

universal donor
blood

5 Skin-related
6 Theater awards
7 Arcing shots
8 90° turn
9 Vampireʼs

undoing
10 Act with great

feeling
11 Witchʼs blemish
12 Meanie
13 Frequently

misplaced items
18 Large gully
19 Put money in the

bank
23 Golden Fleece

pursuer
24 Hideouts
25 Set of guiding

beliefs
26 Author Zora ___

Hurston

27 Car with a big
carrying
capacity,
informally

28 Lavish parties
29 Feather in oneʼs

cap
30 Super bargain
32 Scarecrow

stuffing
33 Recycled metal

35 Try to impress in
a conversation,
say

36 “___ Fideles”
41 BlackBerry rival
42 Bathes
43 Plays tenpins
44 3:5, e.g.
45 Itʼs afforded by a

scenic overlook
46 Jazzy James

47 Peter the Great,
for one

48 Highest degrees
49 Theyʼre often

double-clicked
50 “Cómo ___

usted?”
51 32-card game
53 III in modern

Rome

Puzzle by Ian Livengood

For answers, call 1-900-285-5656, $1.49 a minute; or, with a credit
card, 1-800-814-5554.
Annual subscriptions are available for the best of Sunday
crosswords from the last 50 years: 1-888-7-ACROSS.
AT&T users: Text NYTX to 386 to download puzzles, or visit
nytimes.com/mobilexword for more information.
Online subscriptions: Todayʼs puzzle and more than 2,000 past
puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($39.95 a year).
Share tips: nytimes.com/wordplay. 
Crosswords for young solvers: nytimes.com/learning/xwords.

ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21

22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

31 32 33

34 35 36

37 38 39

40 41 42

43 44

45 46 47 48 49 50 51

52 53

54 55 56

57 58 59

P A T S A J A K S T O M P S
A Q U A C A D E A E R I E S
D U T C H M A N F L A Y E R
D I E Y I N D E L M A R
E N E S R O S E M A Z E S
D O S I D O P L I E A D A

B E Q U I E T S K I N
N O W Y O U R E T A L K I N G
O V A L A C D E L C O
R E X H I H O I D A H O S
D R W H O I N G A L O U T

T O A M A N A N G E T O
H O R D E S F U J I F I L M
I N K J E T E G O M A N I A
D E S I C A W E B P A G E S

The New York Times Syndication Sales Corporation
500 Seventh Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10018

For Information Call: 1-800-972-3550
For Release Monday, May 17, 2010

Edited by Will Shortz No. 0412
Across

1 Establishments
with mirrored
balls

7 Snacked
10 In a state of 10-

Down
14 Involve
15 South of South

America
16 Help the

dishwasher,
perhaps

17 In a precise
manner

18 Itʼs directly
below V-B-N-M

20 Turn in many a
childrenʼs game

21 Relative of a
raccoon

22 Bark beetleʼs
habitat

23 Highway safety
marker

27 Caballerʼs need
28 No ___ sight
32 Away from home
35 Unwelcome

financial exams

39 French river or
department

40 Punch in the
mouth, slangily

43 Westernmost of
the Aleutians

44 Aliceʼs best
friend on “The
Honeymooners”

45 Honor society
letter

46 “___ never
believe this!”

48 “___ first you
donʼt succeed
…”

50 Homecoming
display

56 Pompous fool
59 Cut down
60 Cuts down
62 Cold treat that

can precede the
last word of 18-,
23-, 40- or 50-
Across

64 Menu selection
66 Not dry
67 Full house sign

68 Pig, when
rummaging for
truffles

69 Divaʼs delivery
70 Newspaper

staffers, in brief
71 Fleet of warships

Down
1 Rooms with

recliners
2 All thumbs
3 Flight segment
4 Forty winks
5 Olive product
6 Tricky
7 Part of P.G.A.:

Abbr.
8 Rapper ___

Shakur
9 Sister of Clio
10 Feeling when

youʼre 10-Across
11 Taunt
12 Birthstone for

most Libras
13 Start, as of an

idea
19 French filmdom
21 Remnant of a

burned coal
24 Verbal brickbats
25 Tennis “misstep”
26 Plenty, to a poet
29 Icicle feature
30 Narrow winning

margin
31 Classic soda

pop
32 Give the go-

ahead
33 “Do ___ others

…”
34 South African

Peace Nobelist,
1984

36 “It ___” (reply to
“Whoʼs there?”)

37 Prepared for
takeoff

38 [Well, see if I
care!]

41 Late actor
Robert of “I Spy”

42 Give out cards
47 Bert of “The

Wizard of Oz”

49 Indian
percussion

51 Witherspoon of
“Legally Blonde”

52 Cy Young, e.g.
53 Visual sales

pitches
54 Line from the

heart
55 Tammany Hall

“boss”

56 Elton John/Tim
Rice musical

57 Mark for life
58 Place for a cab
61 Itʼs repeated

after “Que” in
song

63 Tax preparer, for
short

64 Diamond stat
65 Neitherʼs partner
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An assistant secretary of state 
told graduating Elliott School of In-
ternational Affairs students they will 
one day look back and reflect on all 
the historic changes they have wit-
nessed.

Rose Gottemoeller, assistant sec-
retary of state for the Office of Veri-
fication, Compliance and Implemen-
tation at the State Department, said 
throughout the course of their lives, 
students in the class of 2010 will ob-
serve unthinkable changes, just as she 
did when the Berlin Wall fell in 1989.

“Someday, you will speak of the 
unfathomable things you’ve seen in 
life and how you’ve turned a page in 
history,” Gottemoeller said.

Gottemoeller, a leading expert 
on arms control, discussed her role 

in the development of the new Stra-
tegic Arms Reduction Treaty. She said 
the document was delivered from the 
White House to the Senate on Thurs-
day.

“You heard it first here. I’m ex-
pecting this treaty to be ratified,” Got-
temoeller said.

Gottemoeller joked that though 
she finds her career to be interesting, 
she did not attend the ceremony to 
recruit students. She said the nature 
of public service has changed, and 
today’s challenges are best-solved 
when the public and private sectors 
“join together in partnership to solve 
today’s pressing issues.”

Elliott School Dean Michael 
Brown also addressed graduates, of-
fering them three pieces of advice – to 
show up when it matters, to stand up 
for yourself and others, and to “live 
it up.”

“In addition to changing the 
world, have some fun along the way.” 
Brown said. “Find a path that you en-
joy; something that you value.”

Brown added the Elliott School 
likes to say its graduates are the next 
generation of leaders because “it’s 

true.”
Elliott School graduate Jason 

Usher said he found the speakers’ 
messages to be service-oriented.

“The message was more of ‘go 
out and help people' rather than 
‘go be rich and powerful,’” Usher 
said. u

ESIA grads encouraged to witness history

Michelle rattiNger | Photo editor
Assistant Secretary of State for the Office of Verification, Compliance and 
Implementation Rose Gottemoeller said Friday at the ESIA graduation ceremony 
students will witness history during their lifetimes.

State Dept. official 
discusses history, 
arms control
by Priya aNaNd 
Contributing News Editor
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While some GW teams found 
success in 2009-2010, others will put 
a tough year behind them as they 
look to build toward next season. No 
GW team brought home any cham-
pionship hardware in 2009-2010, 
although both tennis teams came 
within a match of winning their re-
spective conference tournaments.

For the men’s and women’s bas-
ketball teams at GW, it was some-
what of a rebuilding year, as the two 
squads showed flashes of brilliance 
while at times struggling with youth 
and injuries. Still, for the first time 
since 2007, both teams made their 
conference tournaments in 2010, al-
though neither was able to advance 
beyond the first round.

Here’s a roundup of some no-
table stories from this past year in the 
world of GW sports. 

Men’s Basketball
After missing the conference 

tournament two years in a row by 
finishing outside the top 12 of the 
14-team Atlantic 10, the Colonials 
returned to post-season play in 2010, 
earning the 10th overall seed in the 
A-10 tournament as well as a berth in 
the College Basketball Invitational.

The season opened with a bang 
for a young GW team that featured 
six freshman and three sophomores. 
The Colonials went 10-3 in non-con-
ference play to begin the 2009-2010 
campaign, including a double-digit 
home win over George Mason and 
a seven-point home loss to Oregon 
State over Thanksgiving weekend 
that was attended by President Ba-
rack Obama and his family.

With the increased competition of 
conference play came increased diffi-
culties for the young Colonials, who 
went 6-10 in A-10 play and struggled 
at times to win close games, los-
ing seven of their 10 A-10 games by 
seven points or fewer. Bright spots 
for the Colonials came in the form of 
freshman guard and A-10 All-Rookie 
team member Lasan Kromah, whose 
average of 11.8 points per game was 
second on the team. Senior forward 
Damian Hollis also found success 
in his final season at GW, leading 
the team in points and rebounds per 
game with 13.9 and 4.9, respectively.

The season ended on a down 
note for GW, which fell by 10 on the 
road to Dayton in the first round of 
the A-10 tournament. The Colonials 
then fell 79-73 at home to Virginia 
Commonwealth University in the 
first round of the CBI, despite a ca-
reer-high 30 points from Hollis in his 
final game at GW. 

Women’s Basketball
In their second season under GW 

head coach Mike Bozeman, the Colo-
nials struggled mightily with injuries 
in 2009-2010, at times playing with as 
few as seven active players. Before 
the season even began, GW lost its 
lone upperclassman for the season 
when redshirt junior Ivy Abiona tore 
her right ACL in a pickup game, the 
second knee injury of Abiona’s career. 
Abiona was joined on the bench early 
in the regular season by sophomore 
Tara Booker, who shot 37 percent 
from three-point range as a fresh-
man, and freshman Dani Jackson, 
who started all four games in which 
she played, before being sidelined. 
Neither Booker nor Jackson returned 
to the floor in 2009-2010.

In their absence, sophomores Ti-
ana Myers and Sara Mostafa shined 
for the Colonials. Myers averaged a 
team-best 12.6 points per game in her 
second season at GW while playing 
out of position at point guard. Mo-
stafa had a breakout season for the 
Colonials, averaging second on the 
team behind Myers with 10.1 points 
per game and leading her team in re-
bounding with 6.5 per game.

Still, the Colonials struggled 

throughout the season, losing six 
straight games at one point and 
seven of their last eight to close the 
regular season. GW nearly managed 
an upset in the first round of the At-
lantic 10 tournament, pushing sixth-
seeded Duquesne to overtime before 
falling by three. The 2009-2010 cam-
paign was not without its successes, 
however, as the Colonials defeated 
perennial women’s basketball power 
Rutgers and their Hall of Fame head 
coach C. Vivian Stringer at home by 
two in late December. 

Men’s Soccer
GW senior Andy Stadler was 

again the story for the men’s soccer 
team, which finished with a 4-5 re-
cord in Atlantic 10 play that left the 
Colonials out of the conference tour-
nament. Stadler led the team in goals 
with 13, as well as shots and shots-
on-goal. His 1.00 goals per game av-
erage was the best in the NCAA, and 
he recorded two of the A-10’s three 
hat tricks last season.

The senior forward was named 
to the A-10 All-Conference First team 
for the second consecutive season, 
and was a candidate for the Her-
mann Trophy, an award handed out 
annually to the nation’s top collegiate 
soccer player. Stadler finished his ca-
reer at GW fourth all-time in goals 
scored with 35.

Returning standouts for GW will 
include rising sophomore and 2008 
A-10 rookie of the year Yoni Berhanu, 

who scored four goals and led the Co-
lonials with six assists in his second 
year at GW. A-10 All-Rookie team 
member Seth Rudolph will also be 
back for the Colonials, after recording 
four goals in his freshman season. 

Baseball
While most other GW teams 

have wrapped up their seasons have 
long since wrapped up their seasons, 
the baseball team will continue to 
play through at least the next two 
weekends as they fight to qualify for 
the Atlantic 10 tournament later this 
month. With a conference record of 
13-11, the Colonials, who currently 
sit fifth in the A-10 standings, must 
remain in the top six in the confer-
ence if they hope to advance to the 
postseason.

GW had a streaky start to its 2010 
season, sandwiching an eight-game 
winning streak between a pair four-
game skids to open non-conference 
play. The Colonials got hot again to 
open A-10 action, going 6-0 against in 
their first two conference series. GW 
has since cooled off but has remained 
competitive in A-10 action.

The offensive star for the Colo-
nials has been senior shortstop Tom 
Zebroski, whose .430 average is the 
best in the A-10 this season. Zebroksi 
also etched his name into the GW 
record books on Saturday when he 
passed former Colonial Mike Bassett 
to as the all-time hit leader in GW his-
tory with 295.

On the mound, junior starter Eric 
Cantrell has been excellent for the Co-
lonials, going 8-3 with a 3.80 ERA so 
far this season. Cantrell’s 106 strike-
outs is also the most in the A-10. 

Men’s Tennis
It was a new year for the men’s 

tennis team, but the same story un-
folded for the Colonials in 2010 as the 
team once again fell in the Atlantic 
10 tournament after earning the top 
seed for the third consecutive year. 
GW went 4-0 in regular season play 
against A-10 opponents, but dropped 
the conference tournament’s champi-
onship match to two-time defending 
champion Xavier.

Despite the team’s struggles 
in post-season play, four Colonials 
earned spots on A-10 all-conference 
teams. GW led the conference in first-
team selections, with sophomore 
Ugur Atalay and juniors Eric Han-
nah and Chris Kushma all earning 
first-team honors. Junior Yan Levins-
ki was named to the second team.

It is the second straight year 
that all four Colonials have been 
named to the A-10 all-conference 
teams. Both Levinski and Atalay 
were given first-team honors after 
the 2009 season, while Kushma and 
Hannah made the all A-10 second 
team. Hannah and Levinski were 
also honored after their freshman 
season in 2008, when they were 
both named to the all A-10 second 
team. 

Women’s Tennis
After her team’s win in its home 

finale against Towson, the GW 
women’s tennis team’s lone senior, 
Michele Style predicted her team 
would “definitely” win the Atlantic 
10 tournament. Despite a hot-and-
cold season that left the Colonials 
seeded fifth in the conference tour-
nament, GW almost proved Style 
right, making an improbable run 
to the conference championship be-
fore losing to defending champion 
Richmond in the final match.

As a result of her team’s sur-
prising run to its first A-10 cham-
pionship match since 1997, GW 
head coach Dawn Buth was named 
coach of the year by the conference, 
making her the first women’s ten-
nis coach to win the award in over 
15 years.

The Colonials were led by 
sophomore Jacqueline Corba, who 
went 17-4 in 2010 playing in the 
first singles position for GW. Cor-
ba, an all A-10 first-team selection, 
closed the season on a seven match 
winning streak that included a deci-
sive victory at No. one singles over 
Charlotte to push the Colonials into 
the championship match. Joining 
Corba on the first team was fresh-
man Mimi Hamling, who went 
11-10 at the No. two singles posi-
tion and 13-7 at No. one doubles in 
her first season with the Colonials. 
Hamling’s fellow freshman, Dorota 
Lysienia, was named to the all A-10 
second team. u

Like most seniors getting their 
diplomas over the weekend, Travis 
King was excited for University-wide 
Commencement Ceremony on Sun-
day, the final event of his GW career. 
King’s experience on Sunday was a 
little different than that of most se-
niors, however. While his classmates 
jockeyed for seats in the early morn-
ing hours on Sunday, King already 
had his spot reserved for commence-
ment: on stage, with first lady Mi-
chelle Obama.

King, who averaged 2.8 points 
and one assist per game for the Co-
lonials this past season, was chosen 
along with three other seniors to sit 
on stage with the first lady in recogni-
tion of his service to the Washington, 
D.C. community. In addition to being 
a point guard for the Colonials, King 
gives haircuts at Miriam’s Kitchen, an 
organization near campus that pro-

vides services to the district’s home-
less. He said the chance to be on stage 
with the first lady was an incredible 
opportunity, calling it “a once in a life-
time experience.”

The former Colonial guard, who 
said he was chosen for the honor out 
of the entire student body and not as 
a result of an application process, also 
said cutting hair was something he 
enjoyed doing and planned to contin-
ue after he leaves Foggy Bottom. King 
also said working as a barber was 
something he had been doing well 
before the first lady set her 100,000 
service-hour challenge before the GW 
community.

“When I was doing the communi-
ty service work, I wasn’t doing it to be 
recognized,” King said. “The commu-
nity service work was definitely way 
before they announced the challenge. 
When I was doing it, I was just doing 
it out of the kindness of my heart.”

The former point guard also said 
working as a barber for the homeless 

was an experience that altered the 
way he sees the homeless community 
in the District, as well as how he sees 
his own life.

“The cutting hair part was defi-
nitely great. I was able to connect with 
a lot of people at the homeless shelter. 
It definitely changed my perspective 
on how I view homelessness,” King 
said. “It definitely helped me become 
a better person and it made me more 
thankful.”

King, who is technically a redshirt 
junior after a knee injury kept him out 
of what would have been his sopho-
more season, will play out his final 
year of NCAA eligibility next year at 
the University of Maryland-Baltimore 
County while beginning work on a 
master’s degree in sociology. Stand-
ing on stage with the first lady, King 
said, is an honor unlike anything he 
has experienced during his time in 
Foggy Bottom.

“I have no regrets about coming 
to GW, my GW experience has been 

great. For me to leave the way I’m 
leaving, I really can’t explain it.” King 
said. “It’s a blessing.”

For King, who helped GW win its 
last Atlantic 10 championship in 2007, 
the opportunity to end his career on a 
high note after opening it with a con-
ference championship is especially 
sweet.

“It’s definitely a great feeling,” 
King said. “My freshman year we 
won the A-10 championship, so now 
the same way that I came in, I’m leav-
ing with a great experience.”

Even after winning an A-10 crown 
and playing in an NCAA Tourna-
ment, King said sitting on stage with 
the first lady is the best experience in 
his four years at GW.

“Being on the stage with the first 
lady, it’s second to none,” King said. 
“Winning a championship was great, 
but at the same time, being on the 
same stage with the first lady of the 
United States, that’s in a category of 
its own.”u
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MicheLLe RattiNgeR | Photo editoR
Senior Travis King stood on stage with 
first lady Michelle Obama Sunday.  

King spends Commencement with first lady Obama
by LoUiS NeLSoN 
Sports Editor

The Year in Review 
The Hatchet looks back at the top sports stories from 2009 - 2010

by LoUiS NeLSoN 
Sports Editor
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Clockwise from top left: Freshman Lasan Kromah averaged 11.8 points per game in his first season. Men's soccer senior Andy Stadler averaged one goal per game last season. 
Tiana Myers shone for the women's basketball team, leading the team in scoring with 12.6 points per game.  Pitcher Eric Cantrell's strikeout total of 106 is tops in the A-10. 
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