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SPORTS NEWS

The Innovation Task Force 
will potentially save the Univer-
sity $11.5 million yearly through 
six new plans the administration 
will begin implementing over the 
next six months. 

Started last October by Uni-
versity President Steven Knapp 
with a mission of promoting ef-
ficient spending and bolstering 
fundraising, the ITF has already 
identified and saved $2.8 million, 
officials announced in April. The 
money was saved through energy 
cuts, lease reductions and shifting 
a graduate program to the Mount 
Vernon Campus to free up space 
in Foggy Bottom. 

After a year of brainstorming 
and soliciting more than 400 ideas 
from the GW community, the task 
force voted in June on the top 15 
ideas and ultimately chose six, 
entering phase two and imple-
menting its “6 x 6” program – a 
strategy to get the ball rolling on 
six new ideas every six months.

“Some of these [ideas] are go-
ing take a year, a year and a half, 
sometimes even two years to im-
plement,” Lenn said.

The first six ideas include in-
creasing the number of hybrid 
courses offered at the University, 
making purchases through a con-
sortium, reducing the amount of 
space leased by the University. 
Another idea is to expand study 
abroad opportunities to equalize 
the number of students that study 
abroad in the fall with the number 
that study abroad in the spring. 

Task force members analyzed 
the first six ideas according to fea-
sibility and highest impact on the 
University as a whole, said Asso-
ciate Vice President for Academic 
Operations Jeff Lenn.  

Some of the ideas identified 
include establishing an internal 
temporary employment agency, 
which will eliminate GW's depen-
dence on an outside temp agency 
and will lead to roughly $500,000 

in savings. The University will 
also identify GW employees who 
can telecommute, freeing up of-
fice space and saving GW about 
$1 million.

Office space on campus can be 
put to better use if staff members 
who can telecommute are identi-
fied, Lenn said. But effectiveness 
must match efficiency of resource 
use, he added, saying productiv-
ity is a key factor in determining 
the fate of this policy. 

“If you only look at efficiency, 
then you’re going to get in trou-
ble,” Lenn said. “[Telecommuting] 
is not going to be for everybody.” 

An estimated 140 officials 
might successfully telecommute, 
saving $1 million annually. 

The addition of 35 new hybrid 
courses each year – which utilize 
conventional classroom meet-
ings as well as online tools – for 
the next five years is projected 
to yield an annual $1 million in 
savings, facilitating a decrease in 
leased classroom space by 50,000 
square feet. 

Using a program called iBuy 
will open up an online store for 
GW departments and divisions 
to make all necessary purchases 
from vendors – with whom pric-
ing deals have been negotiated 
– will save $6 million per year 
on items such as technology and 
furniture. 

Expanding study abroad 

The School of Public Health 
and Health Services was the most 
selective undergraduate school 
within the University this year, 
according to a data analysis by 
The Hatchet.

Only 9.4 percent of first-time 
applicants to SPHHS were admit-
ted in 2010, 20 percent less than 
the School of Business, which had 
the second-lowest admit rate at 
29.4 percent, according to data 
given to The Hatchet by Associate 
Vice President and Dean for Un-
dergraduate Admissions Kathryn 

Napper.
“The application numbers 

are small in the School of Pub-
lic Health allowing for a smaller 
number of students being admit-
ted,” Napper said in an e-mail, 
explaining why the admittance 
rate was so low for SPHHS.

While SPHHS was the most 
selective for first-time students 
at the University, the School of 
Engineering and Applied Science 
was the least selective, admitting 
41.7 percent of applicants. The 
Columbian College of Arts and 
Sciences admitted 31 percent and 
the Elliott School of International 
Affairs admitted 32.2 percent of 

first-time applicants.
All the undergraduate admit-

tance rates for all the undergrad-
uate schools within GW were the 
lowest in University history.

Admittance rates to all of the 
undergraduate schools within the 
University have dropped drasti-
cally over the past 10 years, with 
the Elliott School experiencing 
the largest drop at 26.6 percent. 
SPHHS saw the second-largest 
drop in the admissions rate over 
the past 10 years at 24.85 percent, 
followed by CCAS at 17.5 percent, 
and the GWSB at 16.05 percent.

by JustIn KIts
Hatchet Staff Writer

JOrDAN EMONt | HAtcHEt StAff PHOtOgrAPHEr
Animal Planet host Jeff Corwin encouraged volunteers to engage 
in environmentally conscious behavior at the event's kickoff. 

Anne WernIKoff | PHoto edItor
First lady Michelle Obama painted pipes alongside student 
volunteers in McLean, Va., at a local retirement community.

Students spend Saturday serving

More than 2,000  students 
and community members head-
ed into the D.C.-area Saturday 
for the annual Freshman Day of 
Service, which focused on eco-
logical sustainability and the 
importance of environmentally 
responsible behavior this year.

Animal Planet host Jeff Cor-
win kicked off the event in the 
Smith Center, challenging stu-
dents to help save the planet 
by working on parts of the en-
vironment already in peril in 

order to prevent them from get-
ting worse.

“The need to re-evaluate 
how we use our natural re-
sources [is imperative],” Cor-
win said. “In fact, our behavior 
could devastate life itself.”

Corwin added that events 
like the Freshman Day of Ser-
vice show a growing trend of 
young people trying to offset 
the harm that has been done to 
the world’s ecosystem.

“This event is showing all of 
us the power of one,” Corwin 
said in an interview with The 
Hatchet.

Throughout the day, stu-
dents were assigned to one 
of 14 community service sites 
across the District, Maryland 
and Virginia, where they picked 
up garbage at national parks, 
cleansed rivers of invasive 
plant species and cleaned local 
recreation areas. 

A group of more than 100 
lucky students were assigned 
to work alongside first lady 
Michelle Obama at the Vinson 
Hall Retirement Community 
center, painting and cleaning 

1,900 students attend annual Freshman Day of Service
by nIcolAs dIAz and Ben WeInBerg
Hatchet Reporters

BecKy croWder | HAtcHet PHotogrAPHer
Students, mostly freshmen or leaders on campus, headed to 14 sites around D.C., Maryland and Virginia, 
including the students above, who picked up trash at Rock Creek Park in the District.

by PrIyA AnAnd
Contributing Editor

"We hope that we can 
embed innovation into 

the GW culture."

Jeff Lenn
Associate Vice President for 

Academic Operations

SPHHS is GW's most selective school

DeadlyDemonstrator

MIcHelle rAttInger | PHoto edItor
Protestors stormed the National Mall Sunday to rally against the Obama 
administration and federal taxes. One woman dressed as the Grim Reaper 
and held a sign that said, "Obama care gives you wings".

See SERVICE: Page 6

See SPHHS: Page 6

H See the full story on page 8.
'Protestors rally against Obama, taxes'

See ITF: Page 6



15

News SnapShot

September 13, 2010
Emily Cahn | Senior News Editor | ecahn@gwhatchet.com
Amy D’Onofrio | Metro News Editor | adonofrio@gwhatchet.com
Amy Rhodin | Campus News Editor | arhodin@gwhatchet.com

Madeleine Morgenstern | Campus News Editor | mmorgenstern@gwhatchet.com
Kara Dunford | Contributing Editor | kdunford@gwhatchet.com
Priya Anand | Contributing Editor | panand@gwhatchet.com

GW alumnus Vincent 
Gray sees large lead in 
mayoral election polls

IN BRIEf

H

Egypt on the Brink
Three political scientists with 
experience in Egypt will discuss 
the country’s political future.
Lindner Family Commons  
• 12 p.m.

An Evening Examining Scandal in 
the Media
Professor Mark Feldstein will celebrate the 
release of his new book with featured guest 
Brit Hume, Fox News senior political analyst. 
Gelman Library room 207 • 7:15 p.m.

Monday
Sen. Richard Lugar, R-Ind.
The ranking member of the U.S. 
Senate Committee on Foreign 
Relations will discuss America’s 
nuclear strategy.
Jack Morton Auditorium •7 p.m.

Senior Job Search Information 
Session
Learn about the steps for a successful 
full-time job, fellowship or post-graduate 
internship search.
Career Center room 208 • 4 to 5 p.m.

WednesdayTuesday

ON thE WEB www.gwhatchet.com

VIDEO
9/11 Vigil

Hundreds gathered in Kogan Plaza to 
remember the alumni who died on 9/11.

VIDEO
Freshman Day of Service 

More than 2,000 students partook in a 
day of service across the D.C. area.

AuDIO SLIDEShOW
9/12 Rally

Thousands of protestors descended upon 
the District to protest federal taxes.

SEPtEMBER
13 14

JORDAN EMONt | hAtChEt StAff PhOtOGRAPhER
On Thursday night, freshman Patrick Mamundu and other students roasted free s’mores in front of an open fire on the Mount Vernon 
Campus Quad. An additional 300 students are living on the Vern this year, with the opening of GW’s newest residence hall, West Hall.

Just days before the Sept. 14 Demo-
cratic primary for D.C.’s mayoral race, 
three polls are placing GW alumnus 
Vincent Gray ahead of incumbent Adri-
an Fenty by more than 5 percentage 
points.  

A poll released Wednesday by non-
partisan Clarus Research Group has 
Gray in a seven-point lead against Fenty, 
at 45 percent to Fenty’s 38 percent. The 
Washington City Paper also conducted a 
poll projecting an 11-point lead for Gray, 
putting him at 50 percent to Fenty’s 39 
percent. A “supermarket survey” con-
ducted by six GW students as part of a 
class found that Gray had a 12.5 percent 
lead over Fenty, who came in at 37.5 per-
cent. 

Clarus has also forecasted possible 
election outcomes based on potential 
voter demographics. Racial divides, as 
determined by a poll released by the 
group in August, could very well decide 
which candidate celebrates a victory 
Tuesday night.  

According to the poll, with a 50 per-
cent black turnout, Gray would be left 
with a slim 2-point lead over Fenty – 
well within the poll’s 4.4 percent margin 
of error. Raising the black electorate to 
60 percent would inflate Gray’s lead to 
11 points, locking the numbers at 47 per-
cent to Fenty’s 36 percent.   

The Washington Post, Washington 
City Paper and New York City Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg have endorsed Fen-
ty.   

“Vote Adrian Fenty. He’s a jerk. But 
he’s your jerk,” the City Paper said. 

GW law professor and D.C. Coun-
cilmember Mary Cheh endorsed Gray 
Tuesday.

–Priya Anand

In “Goals outlined at first Student 
Association meeting,” (Sept. 9, 2010) 
The Hatchet incorrectly reported that 
Student Association President Jason 
Lifton said that turning the third floor 
of Marvin Center into study space 
would add 200,000 square feet of space 
to Gelman. This error was made in the 
editing process.

Correction
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U.S. Secretary of Education 
Arne Duncan praised GW’s long-
standing partnership with the 
School Without Walls Thursday, 
citing the partnership as a large 
reason for the high school’s suc-
cess. 

Duncan was at SWW to con-
gratulate teachers and students 
on its National Blue Ribbon school 
distinction, an honor that has been 
given to 304 schools in the country 
this year. 

Blue Ribbon schools have stu-
dents who “achieve at very high 
levels or have made significant 
progress and helped close gaps 
in achievement especially among 
disadvantaged and minority stu-
dents,” according to the Depart-
ment of Education.

SWW was the only school in 
D.C. to win the distinction this 
year. 

“It’s not just great principals 
and great teachers,” Duncan said 
of Blue Ribbon schools. “It’s great 
counselors. It’s great social work-
ers. It’s great custodians. It’s great 
lunchroom attendants. It’s every-

body.” 
Academically, School Without 

Walls is a high-performing sec-
ondary school. On this year’s D.C. 
Comprehensive Assessment Sys-
tem test, 94.3 percent of African-
American sophomores and 95 per-
cent of white sophomores cleared 
the proficiency bar in math. 

In reading, the two groups 
had a wider distance: 100 percent 
of the school’s white sophomores 
read at a proficient level or better, 
while 92.4 percent of its African-

American students met the same 
benchmark.

Duncan named SWW’s part-
nership with GW as a large reason 
for the school’s success. The part-
nership includes facilities sharing, 
teaching collaborations and the 
opportunity for SWW students to 
take free classes at GW for college 
credit.  

“The partnership here with 
George Washington is the absolute 
maximum model,” Duncan said. 
“It is phenomenal for our students 

here to be able to take college-level 
classes.”  

Duncan said allowing SWW 
students to take college-level 
classes helps push some students 
to college who may not have be-
lieved that they could go on to 
higher education.

“It’s about starting to really 
understand that you believe you 
can succeed on a college level,” 
Duncan said. 

He said he hopes more colleg-
es across the country would cre-
ate partnerships with secondary 
schools.  

“We’re looking for other uni-
versities to step up,” he said.  

Duncan was not the only big-
name public figure in attendance 
at Thursday’s event. D.C. Mayor 
Adrian Fenty, D.C. Public Schools 
Chancellor Michelle Rhee and GW 
Provost Steven Lerman gathered 
at the school to celebrate. 

During her remarks, Rhee 
called the partnership between GW 
and SWW “incredibly unique,” 
adding that “it is a model that 
other cities are asking us about, 
and other universities are asking 
us how a partnership like this can 
be done.”  

Lerman told students that GW 
was proud of the teachers and stu-
dents at SWW. 

“I look forward to the day 
when every child in the District of 
Columbia and across the country 
has the same opportunity that you 
all have,” he said. u

More than 100 members of the 
GW community gathered in Kogan 
Plaza Saturday evening to remem-
ber the nine GW alumni who lost 
their lives nine years ago in the 
Sept. 11 attacks.

The mood was somber as 
speakers including University 

President Steven Knapp, Senior 
Associate Vice President for Safety 
and Security Darrell Darnell and 
Student Association President Ja-
son Lifton emphasized the impor-
tance of honoring the 9/11 victims 
and of continuing GW’s commit-
ment to serving the community.

The vigil was GW’s ninth an-
nual remembrance ceremony. The 
first was held Sept. 12, 2001, the 
day following the attacks in New 
York, Washington, D.C., and Penn-
sylvania.

“We have come together to add 
remembrance to service and to 
close the day with a kind of quiet 
reflection that marked that first 
vigil nine years ago,” Knapp said.

Darnell spoke about how he 
worked with first responders after 
the 9/11 attacks to improve secu-
rity and response measures.

“As we gather here today, 
I’m proud to say to my fallen col-
leagues, to all that lost their lives, 
to you and to their families, our 
work was not in vain,” Darnell 
said.

He added, “Whether we knew 
them or not or whether they were 
first responders or ordinary citi-
zens, they were all innocent vic-
tims of a senseless act.”

Lifton reflected on the reaction 
of the community in his hometown 
of Long Island, N.Y., during the 
days following the attacks.

“I remember going to buy an 
American flag with my dad and 
having to search for two hours to 
find a store that wasn’t sold out,” 
Lifton said. “Everyone wanted to 
display their American pride.”

After the speeches, one candle 
was lit for each of the nine alumni 
who passed away. GW’s gospel 
choir, The Voice, sang a few songs 
before a silence settled over the 
crowd.

Students at the event said they 
attended the ceremony as a way to 
remember the attacks.

“I wanted to come and recog-
nize those that were lost and be 
part of the community here,” said 
junior Scott Backer. u

Self-described fiscal con-
servative Sen. Mark Begich, D-
Alaska, broke party ranks Tues-
day to disagree with President 
Barack Obama’s $50 billion 
stimulus package proposal.  

Begich, who won his Sen-
ate seat in 2008 after beating 
the now deceased Sen. Ted Ste-
vens, said he instead supports 
a six-year $60 billion stimulus 
package to upgrade the coun-
try’s infrastructure.  

“The most important thing 
the government can do is build 
infrastructure,” Begich said at 
an event sponsored by the Col-
lege Democrats in Funger Hall. 
“Fifty billion is very small in its 
larger sense. The six-year high-

way plan makes more sense to 
me.” 

Obama’s proposal, an-
nounced last Monday during a 
speech in Milwaukee, seeks to 
rebuild infrastructure with an 
initial $50 billion investment 
and new business tax cuts.

Begich amended his plan 
however, saying it should go 
forward only if the government 
has enough money to fund the 
economic boost. 

“I support pay-go legisla-
tion,” Begich said, referring to 
pay-as-you-go budget rules.  

These rules, enacted in the 
Senate last January, require the 
body to pay for proposals to 
increase spending on the most 
expensive federal programs by 
cutting spending elsewhere in 
the government or by raising 
taxes.

Begich acknowledged that 
many Americans view the Sen-
ate as unproductive, but said 
for the body to get things done, 
it’s important for both political 
parties to meet in the middle.  

“People have views that are 

very conservative, but there’s 
a common thread and maybe 
there’s no simple answer, but 
you can work through it,” Be-
gich said. “As long as you’re 
patient and tolerant you can 
work through it.”  

Discussing the midterm 
elections, Begich named the 
economy and the federal bud-
get as key issues that would 
carry the most weight come 
November. 

Begich said he would also 
like to see the nation’s energy 
policy brought to the forefront 
alongside the economy, as en-
ergy is “good for the economy 
and good for national secu-
rity.”  

“The faster we improve our 
energy policy the more it will 
help build our economy,” he 
said. He also expressed a need 
to “get off foreign oil, [and] 
concentrate on clean energy.” 

After the event, freshman 
Oscar Wang said he was im-
pressed by “how down-to-
earth and humble [Begich] was 
about his job.” u

Duncan praises the School Without Walls

University gathers for 9/11 vigil in Kogan 

alaskan Senator talks economy with the college Dems 

Rachel VoRsaNgeR | hatchet photogRapheR
Secretary of Education Arne Duncan stopped by the School Without Walls Thursday 
to praise the Foggy Bottom public school for receiving a Blue Ribbon distinction.

by chRis cRawfoRd
Hatchet Reporter 

Secretary says GW 
played a large part 
in school's success

fRaNcis RiVeRa | hatchet staff photogRapheR
Students light candles in remembrance of the nine alumni who died in the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks on New York, D.C. and Pennsylvania. 

Event marks ninth 
anniversary of the 
terrorist attacks
by Mike west
Hatchet Reporter

fRaNcis RiVeRa | hatchet staff photogRapheR
Sen. Mark Begich, D-Alaska, spoke to members of the College Democrats Tuesday about why he disagrees 
with President Barack Obama's recently revealed economic stimulus package. 

Democrat says he 
supports pay-go 
legislation
by Zach BReweR
Hatchet Reporter

Junot Diaz, an award-winning 
author, will help kick off this 
year’s Latino Heritage Celebra-
tion on campus Sept. 16 in the 
Marvin Betts Theatre. 

Eric Gutierrez, the Multicul-
tural Student Services Center’s 
Latino community development 
coordinator, said Diaz was chosen 
as the keynote speaker because 
he is well-known among a broad 
range of students and faculty.

“We felt that his experiences 
and his writing style would attract 
an audience that would reflect the 
diversity of GW,” Gutierrez said.

He added that the MSSC part-
nered with the Writing in the 
Disciplines faculty to “identify a 
writer that would be exciting, and 
relevant to our students.”

Gutierrez said Diaz’s books, 
“Drown” and the 2008 Pulitzer 
Prize-winning “The Brief Won-
drous Life of Oscar Wao,” depict 
the celebration’s theme of Movi-
mientos, because they focus on the 
progress of people and struggles 
to overcome obstacles. Movimien-
tos is Spanish for movements. 

Part of Diaz’s event will in-
clude a reading and a talk about 
his experiences as a Latino activ-
ist, Gutierrez said.

“He will also address the 
questions of politics, progress 
and leadership since he’s been a 
member of a number of Latino 
community organizations, having 
been an activist himself,” Gutier-
rez said.

Gutierrez said Latino Heritage 
Month used to be an informal cel-
ebration by Latinos for Progress, 
now known as the Organization 
of Latino American Students, first 
established in 1996. It wasn’t until 
2000 that the University officially 
recognized the month, and since 
then, the MSSC has provided 
funding and helped organize the 
official calendar of events.

Planning for the celebration 
begins a year in advance, Guti-
errez said, with a committee to 
identify speakers and work on 
community building.

Gutierrez said GW’s Latino 
undergraduate population has 
grown from less than 5 percent of 
all students in 2000 to 7 percent. 
This year, 8 percent of the fresh-
man class alone identifies as Lati-
no, he said. From 2000 to this year, 
the number of Latino student or-
ganizations has grown from one 
to seven groups.

“[The MSSC works] with the 
organizations to help strengthen 
the Latino community by encour-
aging program coordination, and 
collaboration throughout the en-
tire academic year,” he said.

The University also has rela-
tionships with local organizations 
like the Hispanic Association of 
Colleges and Universities, the 
National Council of La Raza and 
the Hispanic Heritage Foundation 
among others, he said.

While Gutierrez acknowl-
edged that outreach to non-Latino 
students has been difficult in the 
past, he said it has improved over 
the years through the work of the 
MSSC.

“Our student retention work 
has helped us to become integral-
ly involved with each of the mul-
ticultural communities,” he said. 

The Movimientos celebra-
tion, coordinated by the MSSC, 
runs from Sept. 15 to Oct. 15 and 
will feature various speakers and 
events. u

Junot Diaz 
to kick 
off Latino 
heritage 
month
by aMy d'oNofRio
Metro News Editor
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@JGuiffré, Pls Refudiate
GWToday's Twitter account is personable and creative

An interfaith center is more idealistic than realistic 

QuotablE "I think it’s a good idea because the reason we pay money is so they can educate us."
Eric Shaeffer,  a  junior, on the merits of transforming the Visitors Center into academic space.

Have an opinion?

Share it with us!

Write a letter to 
the editor:

 H
letters@gwhatchet.com

the summer state of mind
by Colleen Psomas

This much is true: Student 
Judicial Services needs to 
change.  

The organization in charge of 
doling out punishments for vari-
ous behavioral infractions on cam-
pus has, for too long, treated stu-
dents unfairly. 

What is the single most impor-
tant change that SJS could make? 
Start treating students like crimi-
nals. Before you misunderstand 
me, let me clarify: in many, many 
ways, people accused of crimes in 
formal courts of law are treated 
more fairly than students who go 
before SJS.  

One of the places this is most 
evident is in SJS’s standards for 
guilt. In the real criminal justice 
system, there is something known 
as the “presumption of innocence.” 
That is, you are innocent until 
proven guilty. When you go into 
court, the burden of proof is on the 
prosecution, not on the defense; 
the people who are doing the ac-
cusing have to prove, beyond the 
shadow of a doubt, that you are 
guilty.  

This is not, unfortunately, how 
SJS operates. In an SJS hearing, the 
judges are told to operate on a pre-
ponderance of evidence standard; 
that is, if 51 percent of the evidence 
seems to be against a student, that 
student is considered guilty. 

This is an absurd standard for 
an organization that dispenses 
punishment. SJS needs to imme-
diately adopt a system that places 
the burden of proof firmly on the 
prosecution. 

SJS also needs to change its 
procedural rules. Did you know 
that we have an entire group of 
students who are devoted to help-
ing you through your SJS process? 
Student Judicial Advisors are, in 
many ways, the defense attorneys 
of the SJS world – they can help 
you understand the rules of the 
hearing, the evidence against you 
and how to navigate the entire 
process. 

But there is one major differ-
ence between an advisor and a de-
fense attorney: In your SJS hearing, 
your advisor isn’t allowed to talk. 
Consider, if you will, what our 
criminal courts would look like 
if this were the case. Professional 
prosecutors facing off against the 
accused while the defense attor-
neys have to sit quietly. This is un-
acceptable. Student Judicial Advi-
sors is a good program that must 
be expanded, and the advisors 
must be allowed to take a more ac-
tive role in hearings. 

Finally, SJS needs to change the 
people who do the judging. You 
might know that SJS actually uses 
student judges in its cases. But 
these students have to apply and 
be vetted by SJS before they can 
become judges. Take a step back 
and imagine the absurdity of this 
system. Imagine if the only people 
who served on juries were people 
who applied and were hand-cho-
sen by the prosecutors. Could this 
possibly result in a fair trial? Un-
likely.  

If SJS wants to use student judg-
es, it should institute some sort of 
jury duty system. If it can’t figure 
out a way to do that, it might be 
time to hire people within the SJS 
department to be unbiased judges, 
and make sure that it’s impossible 
to fire them based on their deci-
sions.  

In many ways, SJS is our own 
miniature version of the criminal 
justice system. Students who are 
accused of breaking the rules are 
supposedly brought to justice. But 
if SJS is committed to punishing 
like a court, the least it could do is 
give the accused the same rights as 
they would receive in court. GW 
students are not, by and large, bad 
people – so it’s a shame they’re be-
ing treated worse than criminals.

–The writer, a senior majoring 
in political science, is a Hatchet 

columnist. 

Treat SJS 
offenders 

like 
criminals

Many GW students took 
issue with Justin Guif-
fré’s column suggest-

ing that a school publication 
– mainly its Twitter account 
@GWToday – was damaging 
our school’s reputation. As a 
student, I found his attack on 
one of the school’s 
publications to be 
an overreaction. 
But as a social me-
dia consultant, I 
found it to be flat-
out wrong, and the manifesta-
tion of a misunderstanding of 
Twitter itself.                 

For three years, my com-
pany has provided social me-
dia strategy and advice to 
campaigns, political action 
committees and companies 
across the Northeast. Our ad-
vice in regards to social media 
has always been the same: Go 
above and beyond. Go out-
side the box. Think creatively. 
Showcase your personality 
and hide your press releases. 
We’ve yet to have a problem.                   

GW follows this model cor-
rectly, and like all personali-
ties, it sometimes is a bit loud, 
eccentric or personal. Guiffré’s 
criticism would have been on 
the mark if GW’s goal was to 
act exactly like every other 
University on Twitter – but 
GW’s goal is to stand out, to 
attract attention and to give a 

personal feel to the school. His 
criticism focuses on a tweet 
that bashed the New York Yan-
kees, as if a prospective student 
might be discouraged from 
attending GW based on base-
ball allegiance. This is a good 
thing; we don’t want to be like 

every other Univer-
sity that tweets out 
press releases, talk-
ing points and pre-
packaged fun facts. 
Anyone following 

GW Today’s feed is aware that 
the account is being run by an 
actual person.                   

It’s not exactly clear what 
Guiffré wants the University’s 
Twitter to actually look like. 
More professional, perhaps… 
but in Twitterspeak, profes-
sional is boring. Tweeting can 
be a lot like giving a speech. 
We’re wowed by speakers 
who seem to speak from the 
heart, often without a speech, 
and who showcase their real 
personality. And we’ve seen 
what a flap a teleprompter 
can cause. GW has rightfully 
chosen speaking up over us-
ing a teleprompter. Some-
times speaking without a tele-
prompter can cause mistakes, 
but it’s better than staring at 
a sheet of paper, appearing 
to be reading from a list. Pro-
spective students want to be 
talked to, not read at.

Though GW’s Twitter pres-
ence isn’t perfect, there’s much 
worse to be seen on Twitter. 
Sarah Palin invents words 
like “refudiate” and compares 
herself to Shakespeare. Kanye 
West has emotional break-
downs. Twitter is an open com-
munity that turns down staid 
press-release material and em-
braces the eccentric, and GW 
has reacted accordingly.                 

Every year, applications are 
up, our school is noted as one 
of the most active on Twitter 
and interest in GW continues 
to rise. GW’s doing everything 
right, and a little Twitter per-
sonality never hurt anyone… 
except maybe Kanye West.  

–The writer is a junior majoring 
in political science. He is Chief 

Executive Officer of R&M 
Political, LLC, a social media and 

online publications firm. 

Logan Dobson

Columnist

An abundance of misguid-
ed religious commentary 
has been unleashed in 

recent weeks. Annu Subrama-
nian’s column “Religious con-
versations, not cliques” in The 
Hatchet Thurs-
day advocated 
for an Interfaith 
Services Center 
on GW’s campus 
to provide a com-
mon place for students of all 
religions to gather and discuss 
their faiths.  But her misconcep-
tion of the purpose of religion 
undermines the rest of her pro-
posal, and reveals a common 
flaw in thinking about religion.

After depicting the reli-
gious ceremonies of Ramadan 
and Rosh Hashanah, Subra-
manian proceeds to explain 
that “each religion [is] a recipe, 
yielding yummy cookies at the 
end of the day.” Such a portray-
al is not only insulting to those 
who define their identity by 
their religious convictions, but 
it also woefully misconstrues 
the intent of religion as provid-
ing a wholesome (and tasty!) 
lifestyle. But religions are not 
just lifestyles. Religions are at-
tempts at explaining reality, our 
origins, our history, our pur-
pose and our future. Further-
more, the most salient religions 
in today’s public discourse are 

monotheistic and universaliz-
ing religions, whose respective 
claims to possess the word of 
God are contradictory and in-
compatible with each other.

Besides, how could a “hired 
spiritual leader” 
who might be a 
Baptist or an ag-
nostic provide 
“guidance” for 
a Sunni Muslim 

or a Sikh — and who would 
seek it out? The reality is that 
religious people are often more 
different from each other than 
secular people. But unlike sec-
ular disagreement, when reli-
gious ideas clash it is often due 
to one god having commanded 
something different from an-
other. Subramanian concluded 
that “a higher power” would 
favor the IFSC. Disregarding 
the hubris of the remark, I’ll 
endeavor only to say that the 
texts of the monotheistic faiths 
– I’ve read several of them in 
full – don’t appear to have 
much time for pluralistic, in-
terfaith babble.

But this interpretation of 
religion as being merely a se-
ries of preferences is quite com-
mon — and worryingly so. For 
billions of our fellow humans 
they are literal, god-ordained 
demands that will determine 
their eternal well-being. As a 

formerly religious person my-
self, I can say that when eternal 
damnation hangs in the bal-
ance, a command from the cre-
ator of the universe becomes 
very persuasive. When this is 
grasped, it becomes much eas-
ier to understand why the reli-
gious might engage in behav-
ior that the irreligious simply 
would not. Please, let’s not di-
lute the profound significance 
of religious convictions by 
lumping them all together and 
pretending they have fondness 
for each other. Far from being a 
“tour de force on campus,” it is 
a recipe for an entirely artificial 
concoction. 

–The writer is a senior majoring 
in political science and 

international affairs.

Please, let’s not 
dilute the profound 

significance of religious 
convictions by lumping 
them all together and 
pretending they have 

fondness for each 
other.  

Students who turned to the GW 
Bookstore to stock up on textbooks and 
workbooks for classes had another op-
tion this year with the Rent-A-Text book 
rental program. Given the exorbitant 
amount of money students are forced to 
spend on books, the rental program is 
a favorable option that should not only 
continue in the future, but should also 
be expanded.

The rental program offers lower 
prices for textbooks, an appealing op-
tion for students. We appreciate the 
effort the bookstore has made to give 
students less expensive choices, and 
welcome lower prices in such a costly 
element of student life.

But the program is only in the ini-
tial stages at GW, and more students 
should have the option of renting their 
books. At the beginning of the semes-
ter, approximately one-quarter of the 
books usually sold in the bookstore 
were available through the rental pro-
gram, but this should be expanded to 
satisfy the needs of the highest number 
of students possible.

Even though GW students now have 
the option of renting their books, the 
fact remains that purchasing textbooks 
through the bookstore can be extreme-
ly expensive. The University needs to 
make it a priority to offer books at lower 
prices for students, and should contin-
ue to make affordable options available 
any way it can. The rental program is a 
welcome change in the way students go 
about buying books, and we hope the 
effort does not stop there.

 

It is that time of the semester again 
when students are adjusting to classes, 
working through long lists of required 
readings and are actually attempting to 
stay on top of those readings. With this 
early-September motivation, students 
are flocking to the available printers in 
Gelman Library, and as a result, most 
students have to wait in long lines for 
a computer and printer to open up. We 
do not expect this overcrowding to end, 
and given the deficit of printing spac-
es across campus, the situation could 
worsen throughout the semester. The 
first-floor computer area in Gelman is 
a perfect example of computer space 
that students will readily use, and the 
overcrowding and long waits can be al-
leviated by establishing more printing 
spaces across campus.

The easy accessibility and conve-
nience of the printing center on the first 
floor of Gelman is the model that works 
well for students. But it is not large 
enough to accommodate all the stu-
dents who want to use it. The comput-
ers do not require logins and students 
can quickly stop in and print required 
readings or a paper in between classes. 
But the long lines for a computer or a 
printer are making printing time-con-
suming and inconvenient.

The problems with the long lines 
in Gelman can be remedied by simply 
duplicating the printing areas of first-
floor Gelman elsewhere on campus. 
Students will appreciate and use more 
options, such as a printing center in the 
Elliott School of International Affairs or 
Phillips Hall. This would eliminate the 
bottleneck effect that plagues students 
who try to use Gelman’s resources, and 
would prove beneficial for students at 
this point in the semester and when the 
early-September motivation fades. 

renting books, not 
breaking the bank

Give students more 
options for printing

Conor Rogers 
Op-Ed

Our advice in regards 
to social media has 

always been the 
same: go above and 
beyond. Go outside 

the box. Think 
creatively. 

Stephen Hawkins

Op-Ed
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Wikipedia recruits GW students to edit website's content

Since its inception near-
ly a decade ago, Wikipedia 
has been a secret tool for 
students at nearly every 
level of education.  

Self-described as “the 
free encyclopedia that any-
one can edit,” the website 
has evolved into one of the 
most commonly used and 
least accurate sources in 
works-cited pages every-
where – a label that several 
GW professors are now 
working to change.              

This past spring, the 
Wikimedia Foundation – a 
nonprofit organization that 
oversees Wikipedia – con-

tacted several U.S. universi-
ties, including GW, with an 
idea to improve reliability 
on Wikipedia: college stu-
dent contributors.                 

On a grant from the 
Stanton Foundation, Wi-
kimedia began recruiting 
public policy professors 
willing to integrate Wiki-
pedia-related assignments 
into their courses. Four pro-
fessors from GW opted in, 
as well as professors from 
Georgetown, Syracuse Uni-
versity, Indiana University 
at Bloomington and Har-
vard University. 

Dr. Joseph Cordes, as-
sociate director of the Tra-
chtenberg School of Public 
Policy and Public Adminis-
tration, said he immediate-
ly knew the project could 
complement policy analysis 
studies at GW – a discipline 
in which he said critical 
analysis of sources is key.   

This summer, Cordes 

helped bring a team of Wi-
kimedia experts to the GW 
campus for a three-day 
training session to teach 
several dozen professors 
and “student ambassadors” 
exactly how to modify con-
tent on Wikipedia. 

The training focused 
specifically on content re-
lated to public policy is-
sues, but Cordes said he be-
lieves “pretty much every 
field can use Wikipedia as a 
classroom tool.” 

Cordes explained that 
while the credibility of Wiki-
pedia is disputed at univer-
sities, and some professors 
at GW actually prohibit the 
site as a source, Trachten-
berg school administrators 
“believe it has potential.”  

“There is a perception 
that the information is not 
controlled,” said Cordes, 
adding that he has “always 
been impressed with the 
quality” of the articles.  

He added that Wikipe-
dia should be used among 
other “traditional” academ-
ic resources.            

Dr. Donna Infeld, direc-
tor of the Master of Public 

Policy program at the Tra-
chtenberg school, was the 
first professor at GW to 
have a Wikipedia-based as-
signment.            

She said she had “no 
clue if students would want 
to participate” when she 
introduced the extra-credit 
work in a graduate course 
on public policy this sum-
mer. About half of her class 
opted to participate.             

“Students knew that 
their content might be criti-
cized, and it was exciting for 
them,” Infeld said. “They 
gained confidence because 
they had something to con-
tribute to Wikipedia’s mar-
ketplace of ideas.” 

One of her students, 
Andy Harris, chose to look 
at articles related to the 
military’s “don’t ask, don’t 
tell” policy, an issue he had 
been studying in depth for 
more than a month. In late 
summer, he contributed a 
Wikipedia paragraph on 
gays in the military under 
the Obama administration.   

Other users changed 
Harris’ section within 48 

hours, but because he con-
sidered himself “somewhat 
of an expert,” he defended 
his original content under 
the discussion section of the 
site. Ultimately, his content 
was kept on the site.  

“This piecemeal editing 
is difficult because no one 
is the real gatekeeper. There 
will always be a battle,” 
said Harris, a public policy 
major. “[Wikipedia] brings 
together the best of the In-
ternet. Its product is greater 
than the sum of its users' 
knowledge.”             

When first hearing 
about the Wikimedia proj-
ect this fall, Pat Campbell, a 
first-year graduate student 
in the Trachtenberg school, 
said that if given the oppor-
tunity, he would “absolute-
ly” participate. 

“I use Wikipedia all the 
time,” Campbell said. “It’d be 
incredible to have an impact 
on a body of knowledge.” u

Free encyclopedia 
looks to increase 
accuracy, posts
by sarah Ferris
Hatchet Reporter "This piecemeal 

editing is difficult 
because no one is 

the real gatekeeper. 
There will always be 

a battle."

Andy HArris
Public Policy Major

like Sex? Those interested should email life@gwhatchet.com
The Hatchet is looking for a sex columnist to represent GW's vibrant lGBT community.
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Plans for the bottom floor of 
the Marvin Center are still in limbo, 
with no definite proposals for what 
the space, formerly occupied by a 
FedEx Kinkos and a computer lab, 
will become.  

According to a University ad-
ministrator, the space is being used 
temporarily for meetings and stor-
age, but that may change later this 
academic year. 

“The University is developing 
plans that will maximize space in 
the Marvin Center for student space 
and services for students,” said Mi-
chael Peller, assistant vice president 
for events and venues.

For now, Peller said the former 
FedEx Kinkos space is being used as 
meeting space that can be reserved 
through the Marvin Center’s central 
reservation office. The computer lab 
space is temporarily being used by 
the GWorld Card Office until the 
GWorld 2.0 project is complete, he 
said.

University spokeswoman Mi-
chelle Sherrard said there was no 
real fixed cost on either space at this 
time since both are being used to oc-

cupy people or store supplies.
She said the GWorld 2.0 project 

will be finished by the end of the 
year, but the use of the space after 
that is still undecided.

As for the FedEx Kinkos space, 
students will be able to reserve it for 
organization meetings and it will 
remain for this specific use until a 
permanent purpose for the space is 
decided, Sherrard said.

Last fall, The Hatchet reported 
that FedEx Kinkos decided not to 
renew its contract with the Univer-
sity, which expired in July 2009, and 
that the GWorld office would move 
to the ground floor of the Marvin 
Center. Currently, students and staff 
still utilize the GWorld office space 
on the fifth floor of the building.

At the end of the spring semes-
ter, the computer lab closed. At the 
end of August, the nearby Ticket-
master location on the ground floor 
was also removed, but that has been 
relocated to Lisner Auditorium.

Students attending GW while 
the FedEx Kinkos and lab were 
in use had mixed reactions to the 
changes.

Sophomore Taylor Sandelius 
said the computer lab in the Marvin 
Center was a waste of space, and 
she  is glad the space is now avail-
able for meetings.

“I find the plan for the new 
space for student services a much 
better idea,” Sandelius said. “It is 
terribly hard to try to find rooms 
that are available for clubs, so this is 
a great idea.” u

Former FedEx Kinkos 
space unoccupied
Area in Marvin 
Center now used for 
student meetings
by Camille ashraf
Hatchet Reporter

SEAS again falls in last 
place in the drop in se-
lectivity over the past 10 
years, only seeing a 7.02 
percent drop since 2000.

Napper said SEAS con-
sistently has the highest 
acceptance rate of all the 

schools within GW due to 
the fact that the school’s ap-
plicants “self-select them-
selves” out of the pool of 
admissible students, allow-
ing the University to accept 
a “greater percentage of ad-
missible students.”

The University has 
plans to create a new $275 
million Science and Engi-
neering Complex in order 
to bolster research at GW 

and attract more students 
to SEAS. 

Overall, Napper said the 
University received 21,200 
applications and admitted 
31.5 percent, compared to 
36.5 percent last year. She 
called both figures “[U]ni-
versity records.”

“As you can imagine, 
we are very pleased with 
the application process this 
year,” Napper said. u

from p. 1
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the building, as well as 
raking leaves and other ac-
tivities.

Obama arrived at the 
event around 1 p.m. after 
attending a 9/11 memorial 
service with former first 
lady Laura Bush for the 
victims of Flight 93, which 
was hijacked and crashed 
in Shanksville, Pa., on 
Sept. 11, 2001.

Obama greeted vol-
unteers, took photos and 
played an integral part 
in helping to re-paint the 
center ’s loading-dock 
walls white and its pipes 
orange.

Though Obama made 
no formal remarks at the 
event, she took time to 
speak with a group of peo-
ple who live at the retire-
ment center, mostly veter-
ans of the U.S. military.

While the majority of 
volunteers at the commu-
nity center were GW fresh-
men, members of the GW 
Veterans, GW’s Sigma Chi 
fraternity and the Service 
Nation program were in 
attendance to help clean 
up and improve the retire-
ment center.

Working alongside the 
first lady was senior and 
Student Association Presi-
dent Jason Lifton and pres-
ident of Sigma Chi Ashish 
Kumbhat. Lifton is also a 
member of Sigma Chi.

Kumbhat helped 
Obama paint and said 
he was impressed with 
Obama’s skills.

“She was a great paint-
er and was genuine about 
it. She was happy about 
GWU students doing com-
munity service a year af-
ter this day of service had 
started,” Kumbhat said, re-
ferring to last year ’s Fresh-
man Day of Service.

“This kind of event will 
empower us to come out 
again and again,” Kumb-
hat added.

Freshman Kristin More-
no said it was exciting to 
have Obama at the event.

“It was really good to 
see that she likes to be in-
volved in the community 
and having her present 
at the event made it feel 
like we were making a dif-
ference, and that she re-
ally cared a lot about the 
cause of service and giv-
ing back,” Moreno said. “It 
was a good way to honor 
the people that aren’t with 

us here anymore because 
of 9/11.”

Freshman Kate Smith 
said she thought serving 
would be a good way to 
meet other people in the 
freshman class and that it 
was also important to give 
back to the community.

“We’re very lucky to go 
to GW and have so many 
opportunities presented 
to us,” Smith said. “It’s 
important to give back as 
much as we’re getting.”

Exactly one year prior 
at the Freshman Day of 
Service in 2009, Obama 
challenged the University 
community to complete 
100,000 hours of commu-
nity service. If the GW 
community completed the 

challenge, Obama said she 
would deliver the keynote 
Commencement address 
on the National Mall.

At this year ’s Freshman 
Day of Service, University 
President Steven Knapp 
congratulated the GW com-
munity for completing and 
far surpassing Obama’s 
challenge last year.

“As a nation, we can do 
more, and our students are 
leading the way,” Knapp 
said.

Knapp also acknowl-
edged that the University 
would continue its effort 
to promote green and eco-
conscious lifestyles on 
campus, one of Knapp’s 
main priorities he has un-
dertaken since beginning 
his tenure as the Univer-
sity’s top administrator in 
2007.

“Our school has tre-
mendous passion for sus-
tainability in all its dimen-
sions,” Knapp said. “It is 
going to become a very 
important part of our Uni-
versity tradition.”

Freshman Nicole Mor-
timer, who volunteered 
at Washington Parks and 
People, said her efforts 
and those of her fellow 
classmates did not go un-
noticed by residents of the 
community.

“We were even asked 
if we were coming back 
tomorrow to keep helping 
out,” she said. 

Courtney Wade, anoth-
er freshman participant, 
said she was honored to be 
taking part in community 
service on the ninth anni-
versary of the 9/11 attacks. 
She also noted the impor-
tance of doing something 
beneficial for our nation 
as a whole, whether it be 
serving veterans or clean-
ing parks.

“[Sept. 11] took some-
thing away from us, and 
now we’re giving some-
thing back,” Wade said. u

from p. 1
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opportunities to balance the 
number of students who leave 
the District in the fall and the 
spring would free up an equal 
number of beds on campus each 
semester, allowing for increased 
undergraduate enrollment. To 
equate the numbers, 250 more 
students must go abroad each 
fall, bringing in an estimated $1 
million in revenue per year. 

Revenue and savings gener-

ated from ITF initiatives will be 
placed into the Innovation Fund 
to be spent on faculty, research, 
academic programs and enhanc-
ing student academic experi-
ences.  

So far, funds have been put 
toward the increase in Columbi-
an College of Arts and Sciences 
advisors and the addition of a 
degree audit system. Lenn said 
the task force plans to accept 
more ideas through the website 
for at least the next year. 

“We hope that we can embed 
innovation into the GW culture,” 
Lenn said. u

from p. 1

ITF University Yard played host to 
the D.C. VegFest Saturday after-
noon, an outdoor festival that ad-
vocated for vegetarian lifestyles, 
sustainability and animal amnesty.

The event – which was orga-
nized by Compassion Over Killing 
and the Vegetarian Society of D.C. 
– exhibited 29 nonprofit organiza-
tions, 19 commercial vendors and 
almost a dozen restaurants and 
bakeries. This is the second year 
GW’s Foggy Bottom Campus has 
hosted the festival.

Several hundred students and 
locals from the area munched on 

falafel wraps, sipped from whole 
coconuts, mingled with a slew of 
speakers, watched cooking demos 
and waited to have their cook-
books signed by authors during 
the day-long event.

Though long lines wrapped 
around numerous tables, samples 
of vegan pastries like German 
chocolate cake kept patrons occu-
pied.

The day was also marked by 
numerous accomplished speakers 
discussing the benefits of vegetari-
amism on a stage in front of Lisner 
Hall.   

Mackenzie Green, who was 
crowned Miss D.C. in 2010, spoke 
about the physical and spiritual 
benefits of a vegan lifestyle.

Colman McCarthy, a former 
Washington Post reporter and 
founder of the Center for Teach-
ing Peace in D.C., emphasized the 
idea of “living peacefully with ani-
mals.”

McCarthy said he always be-

lieved in the importance of teach-
ing young people, and that he 
greatly encourages GW students to 
sign up for his spring peace edu-
cation classes at American Univer-
sity.

Some exhibitors said they were 
there to “speak for the animals,” 
said Lisa Qualls, who is part of 
the United Poultry Concerns and 
the Student Animal Legal De-
fense Fund chapter at the GW Law 
School.

The event also featured a vegan 
bodybuilder, and an “eco-licious” 
cooking demonstration by Chef 
Laura Von Der Pool, whose as-
sistants constructed her raw-food 
jewelry ensemble just prior to the 
show. 

Literature also abounded; 
sponsors of the event passed out 
pamphlets with information on 
the effects meat and poultry have 
on human health and the environ-
ment, as well as guides on how to 
live a vegetarian lifestyle. u

Vegetarians gather in University Yard

QioNgNiNg YaNg | hatChet photographer
A vendor displays the organic fruit delicacies that festival-goers were able to snag at the Saturday afternoon event in 
University Yard. This is the second year VegFest has taken place in University Yard.

Annual VegFest 
event promotes 
vegetarian lifestyles
by KatriNa illiCh
Hatchet Reporter

"As a nation, we can 
do more, and our 

students are leading 
the way."

Steven Knapp
University President 
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This Week in 
GW History

24 yeArs Ago...
GW students interrupt 
convocation to protest 
apartheid in South Africa.

7 yeArs Ago...
GW introduces Blackboard 
to replace its antiquated 
web-based learning system.Life
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17 yeArs Ago...
UPD bars from campus 
a man who secretly lived 
in Thurston for two days.
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Contributing Editor
cewing@gwhatchet.com H
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Hussain Patel operates a tight 
schedule.  

He wakes for morning prayer at 
5:30 a.m., gets in a little more sleep be-
fore class and then goes to his intern-
ship — all while fasting.  

Patel, a sophomore originally from 
Pakistan, finally breaks his daily fast at 
sundown with the consumption of a 
date, followed by evening prayer and 
then an iftar – a communal breaking of 
the fast.    

He is one of many students on 
campus who observe the Islamic 
holy month of Ramadan, a time for 
Muslims to purify their souls through 
prayer and self-sacrifice.  

“The Islamic month of Ramadan is 
a time of fasting, reflection, family, for-
giveness and charity,” Patel said.  

Ramadan, the ninth month of the 
Islamic calendar, represents the time 
during which the first verses of the 
Quran were revealed to the prophet 
Muhammad.   

Celebrating Ramadan on a college 
campus can be quite different from 
what Muslim students would normal-
ly do at home. 

“In Pakistan everyone is fasting; 
no one is eating, even restaurants are 
closed. The community comes togeth-
er during this time because they can 
share and bond in this experience,” 
said Pakistani native and sophomore 
Maryam Dadabhoy. 

The family gatherings and celebra-
tions that usually take place through-
out the month of Ramadan are also 
missing.

"I talk with my family every day, 
but during Ramadan it is harder, be-
cause Ramadan emphasizes family," 
Patel said. "On top of that, my moth-
er always tells me what dishes she is 
cooking — really makes me wish I was 
back home being able to eat my favor-
ite dishes."

To cope with separation, inter-
national Muslim students like Patel 
and Dadabhoy attend iftar dinners at 
Miriam’s Kitchen, which were held ev-
ery Monday through Thursday during 
Ramadan by GW’s Muslim Student 
Association.  

"They aren't our family's cook-
ing," Patel said. "But they allow us to 
come together to pray and eat and it 

provides us with a sense of family and 
community," added Dadabhoy. 

Another challenge of Ramadan is 
the fasting: Muslims are not allowed 
to consume food or liquids between 
dawn and sunset. Patel and Dadab-

hoy both agree that fasting promotes 
fatigue, but it is something they’ve ex-
perienced their entire lives.  

They said being around non-fast-
ers does not tempt them, but rather, 
it helps them reflect on those who 
are less fortunate and cannot provide 
meals for themselves or their families.  

For junior Zahir Baig, it is not so 
much the hunger but the thirst that 
presents a challenge. Especially dur-
ing the summer months, he finds the 

inability to consume liquids the most 
difficult.  

But Baig insists that fasting helps 
him study better because he does not 
have to worry about when and what 
he is going to eat next. While fasting, 
there are no pointless trips to the fridge 
or time-wasting cabinet searches for 
snacks.

To break the fast, Dadabhoy starts 
with the ritual of eating a date followed 
by prayer and then an iftar — her only 

meal of the day.  
Eid al-Fitr, normally referred to as 

Eid, is the three-day celebration that 
ends the month of Ramadan. Com-
monly, it is a time for friends and fam-
ily to gather and celebrate the end of 
the holy month. This year, the end of 
Ramadan fell on Sept. 9. 

MSA will host an Eid banquet Sept. 
17 in the Marvin Center. Ramadan will 
not occur during the school year again 
for about 15 years. u

Chocolate is the Hugh Jack-
man of the food world. It has it 
all: it’s sweet, smooth and can 
make you forget about that fight 
you had with your boyfriend.  

At least, that’s what I’m 
thinking as I bite into the warm 
chocolate cake at Westend Bis-
tro, Eric Ripert’s ultramodern 
D.C. restaurant that combines 
the best of French and American 
cuisines.  

But let’s rewind. Dessert 
may be the most important part 
of the meal, but there’s always 
something that comes before it.  

Westend Bistro is inviting 
and striking, starting with its 
sign. Contemporary, frank let-
tering juts up from the ground 
floor of the downtown Ritz-
Carlton proclaiming the name 
of the eatery. Westend Bistro by 
Eric Ripert is a restaurant with 
a disclaimer, a byline. Walls of 
windows encircle the so-called 
“bistro,” though its teardrop-
shaped mood lighting and mod-
ern décor suggests a more up-to-

date eatery than a quaint French 
bistro.  

With its bright colors and 
bold, striking interior, it’s not 
hard to imagine you’re in New 
York — or better yet, Paris — 
rather than across the street 
from a Walgreens and an Exxon 
station.  

In between courses, patrons 
sigh and stretch, musing about 
whether or not the four-star chef 
is in the kitchen tonight and re-
marking on the complexities of 
the menu (just how exactly do 
you truffle popcorn?). The menu 
itself is a virtual mishmash of 
fine ingredients, a hodgepodge 
of cheeses and meats and an as-
sortment of the very best breads. 
Beef tartare with quail egg? 
Escargot and wild mushroom 
casserole? Truffled ham and 
Gruyere cheese? Yes, please. 

My obsession with the sil-
ver-haired chef started when 
my mother and I spotted him 
at the National Air and Space 
Museum. He was immediately 
recognizable with those pouty 
lips that often graced the judges' 
table on Bravo’s “Top Chef.” My 

mom and I scoured the museum, 
passed the space rocks and the 
Wright brothers’ plane and ev-
erything in between, in the hope 
of catching another glimpse. No 
such luck. So I did the next best 
thing: I ate his food. 

The appetizer was a mixed 
greens salad with roasted peach-
es and warm, French goat cheese; 
the entrée a barely-broiled crab 
cake, with leeks and Old Bay. 
Delicious.  

But of course the best part 
was the chocolate. Chocolate 
cake.  

Some people judge their 
experience at restaurants based 
on one thing. Typically it’s the 
service, the wait time or the size 
of the portions. I judge mine on 
desserts. Sure, there are people 
who look forward to a really 
good cut of meat, a really amaz-
ing piece of fish. But no one, no 
one, is immune to a great dessert. 
Thick, rich dark chocolate with 
homemade caramel ice cream? 
Ah-mazing. To me, a four-star 
dessert means a four-star res-
taurant. And that might even be 
better than Hugh Jackman. u

Margherita Pizza with 
Rosemary-Garlic Crust

Since you are what you 
eat, why not be the best. 

With its silky melted 
cheese topping and fresh 

rosemary and roasted 
garlic crust, this pizza 

will make neighbors flock 
to your door just to take 
a whiff of the tantalizing 
aroma. Basil adds a nice 

scent and the feta cheese 
packs a briny punch of 

flavor. 

Ingredients

Directions
1. Allow the dough to come to room temperature. In the meantime, heat 
the oven to 425 degrees.  

2. Cut off the top of the wider end of the garlic head, revealing all of the 
garlic cloves. Tightly wrap them in aluminum foil with some olive oil and 
salt. Roast for 15 minutes. When the garlic is cool, you can squeeze out the 
cloves. 

3. Flour the working surface as well as the dough for the crust. Flatten the 
dough with your hands or a rolling pin — I used the olive oil bottle.  

4. Roughly chop the rosemary and garlic and press them into the pizza 
crust with a drizzle of olive oil and a sprinkle of salt and pepper.  

5. Bake the crust on a floured pizza pan or baking sheet for 6-7 minutes. 

6. Top the crust with a little tomato sauce, chopped basil, tomato slices, 
lots of shredded cheese, more tomato slices, and feta cheese crumbles. 
Bake until the cheese is melted and begins to brown. If you have an old, 
unreliable GW oven you may need to rotate the pie to promote even 
cooking. 

7. When the crust comes out of the oven, scatter freshly ripped basil leaves 
and conclude with a drizzle of olive oil. Good pizza is a simple proportion: 
less box, more flavor. 

–scott Figatner

Observing Ramadan on campus
Muslim students pray, fast and celebrate in between classes

MArIe MCgrory | HATCHeT sTAFF PHoTogrAPHer
Muslim Student Association President Zahin Hasan breaks the fast during the final iftar of this year's Ramadan Thursday night 
at Miriam's Kitchen. MSA hosted free iftars every Monday through Thursday during Ramadan.

''

''

The Islamic month of 
Ramadan is a time 

of fasting, reflection, 
family, forgiveness 

and charity.

hussain patel
Sophomore

1 package of Trader Joe’s pizza 
dough
1 head of garlic
Olive oil
Salt
Pepper
Flour 

1 rosemary sprig
Tomato sauce
Fresh basil
1 to 2 tomatoes
Shredded mozzarella cheese
Feta cheese (optional)
Flour, salt, and pepper

jordAn eMonT | HATCHeT PHoTogrAPHer

At Whit's End

by WHITney Hensler
Hatchet Staff Writer

Our new food columnist reviews Westend Bistro, 
reminds you to save room for dessert

PoPPy lynCH | HATCHeT PHoTogrAPHer

Westend Bistro

by KAITlIn PoTTer
Hatchet Reporter

HATCHET RECIPES
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Protestors rally against Obama, taxes 

Cries of “Obama makes 
Carter look smarter” rang 
through the air as an estimat-
ed 30,000 people gathered 
in front of the U.S. Capitol 
building for the 9/12 Taxpay-
ers March.

The event – organized 
by conservative nonprofit 
organization FreedomWorks, 
which has had a heavy hand 
in promoting the tea party 
movement – began at the 
Washington Monument, with 
thousands of demonstra-
tors marching to the Capitol 
building to await speakers 
representing their views.

The purpose of the event, 
according to FreedomWorks’ 
website, was to “Protest big 
government and support 
lower taxes, less government 
and more freedom.”

A FreedomWorks volun-
teer estimated that the crowd 
size was smaller than the 
crowd in the Aug. 28 rally on 
the National Mall ran by Fox 
News’ Glenn Beck. The sum-
mer rally drew an estimated 
crowd of tens of thousands, 
though Beck placed the num-

ber at 500,000.
The second-annual 9/12 

rally was organized by the 
same groups that planned 
the original 9/12 March on 
Washington: FreedomWorks, 
Tea Party Patriots, National 
Taxpayers Union and the 
Institute for Liberty, among 
others.

Laura and Andy Rosen-
berger from Springfield, Ohio, 
said they traveled to D.C. to 
protest increased government 
debt and out-of-control gov-
ernment spending.

“We’re here for young 
people like you,” Rosenberg-
er said. 

Taxation was a main con-
cern for many of the protes-
tors gathered at the Capitol. 

Signs reading, “Weapons of 
Tax Destruction” and “Keep 
your hands off my grandkids’ 
future” obstructed the view of 
the Capitol building for more 
than an hour before any of the 
featured speakers were set to 
take the stage. 

Other demonstrators 
reflected their desire for 
America to return to its colo-
nial roots.  Women dressed in 
long dresses and petticoats, 
and men dressed in breeches 
and long coats held signs 
bearing quotes from Thomas 
Jefferson, George Washington 
and other influential colonial 
figures. 

Jeff Watkins, Frank Nick-
les and Rob McCartney from 
Wilmington, N.C., were 

dressed in full colonial attire, 
holding a sign with a picture 
of the Constitution that read, 
“Miss me yet?” 

These men said they came 
to D.C. to demonstrate their 
passion for the Constitution. 
They said their concern about 
the future of the country had 
become more pronounced in 
recent years with what they 
called "uncontrolled spend-
ing" and "lenient border se-
curity" in both the Bush and 
Obama administrations.

Others gathered in front 
of the Capitol to express con-
cern about President Barack 
Obama’s citizenship.

The participants in the 
rally ranged in age and many 
showed enthusiasm, despite 
the overcast weather.

Elderly men and women, 
children and even dogs wore 
T-shirts bearing “Remember 
in November,” the theme of 
the rally. The focus was on the 
midterm elections coming up 
in November.

Many of the marchers 
expressed excitement for a 
chance to express themselves 
in the midterm elections, like 
Doug McBride of Columbus, 
Ohio.

“We are paying atten-
tion and will vote for which-
ever candidate represents the 
American people the best,” 
he said.

–Ethan Bursofsky and Anna 
McMahon contributed to this 

story

Thousands of tea 
party members hit 
National Mall 
by Camille Heyboer
Hatchet Reporter

miCHelle rattiNger | pHoto editor
An estimated 30,000 people marched to the Capitol building to 
protest big government and high taxes Sunday. 

A presentation on the pro-
posed financial plan for the Sci-
ence and Engineering Complex 
sparked debate between mem-
bers of the Faculty Senate Fri-
day regarding the accuracy of 
the $275 million cost estimate.

Hermann Helgert, a profes-
sor of engineering and applied 
science, discussed the break-
down of the cost estimate and 
a tentative plan for financing 
the complex, which includes 
the construction of eight levels 
of academic space, for a total of 
290,000 square feet, he said.

Helgert said the estimate 
covers the demolition of the 
existing parking garage struc-
ture on the corner of 22 and 
H streets, where the complex 
would be built, a $9 million 
allowance for furniture and 
equipment for teaching and 
research labs, and an allow-
ance of $4 million for custom-
ized lab set-up. In addition, 
the estimate would account 
for costs associated with 
LEED certification, a distinc-
tion given by the U.S. Green 
Building Council certifying 
that a building is evironmen-
tally friendly. 

But several Faculty Senate 
members argued the operating 
costs were missing from the es-
timate, making the figures low 
and generally unreliable. 

“There is a big difference 
between saying what you’re 
going to spend for bricks and 
mortar and having a business 
model to support an invest-
ment,” said Anthony Yezer, a 
professor of economics and a 
long-time critic of the project.

Professor Philip Wirtz, a 
professor of psychology and 
decision sciences, said he is also 
skeptical of the cost estimate.

“The numbers are so flimsy 
and unbelievable," Wirtz said. 
"Somehow, we have to get a re-
alistic set of numbers. We know 
we have to plan for this.”

University Provost Steve 
Lerman ceded that the budget 
plan is likely to change as the 
project moves forward.

“The real question is, is 
it realistic and reasonable to 
assume that the sum of the fi-
nancing will meet the cost of the 
building?” Lerman said. “I’ve 
gone over the numbers and I 

feel fairly comfortable about 
that, but since we’re all dealing 
with future projections, people 
will have different guesses and 
judgments.”

Dean Peg Barratt said that 
however high the cost of the 
building, the cost of not build-
ing the facility is too great.

“The building will let cur-
rent and new faculty conduct 
the research that will attract 
federal funding," Barratt said. 
"The cost of not building this 
really needs to be in people’s 
thinking.”

Dr. David Dolling, dean 
of the School of Engineering 
and Applied Science, said the 
school hopes to hire 32 new 
faculty members in the next 
year who will hopefully bring 

in research money. These 
hires, he said, would triple 
the amount of research fund-
ing from about $12 million to 
about $40 million to help fund 
the complex.

The new faculty members 
would not all be hired to new 
positions; some would replace 
faculty who resign or retire as 
well as the professors who ac-
cepted the buyout package 
offered by the school, Dolling 
said. 

Dolling said the benefits 
associated with the complex 
outweigh the risks of the Uni-
versity taking on debt to pay 
for the complex. 

“I think we have to take a 
certain chance,” Dolling said. 
“Everything in life has a certain 
risk to it. I don’t think we can 
analyze it to the nth degree.”

The next step for the com-
plex includes a presentation of 
the budget and design plans 
to the Board of Trustees at its 
meeting in October. The vote 
will decide whether or not the 
University will move forward 
with the project. u

Faculty Senate 
spars on Sec cost
by Kara duNford
Contributing News Editor

The Visitor Center on 
the first floor of the Marvin 
Center is officially sched-
uled to open this week. 

Previously located in 
Smith Hall, the Visitor Cen-
ter moved over the summer 
to make room for new class-
room and academic space, 
University spokeswoman 
Michelle Sherrard said.  

“The relocation of the 
Admissions Visitor Center 

to the Marvin Center is one 
component of the Universi-
ty’s overall plan to enhance 
space dedicated to academic 
learning and student activi-
ties,” Sherrard said. “This 
plan has been ongoing for 
some time now.” 

Tours for prospective 
students have been pro-
ceeding as usual despite 
the move, Associate Vice 
President and Dean of Un-
dergraduate Admissions 
Kathryn Napper said, add-
ing that the new location of 
the Visitor Center will now 
“offer a more contemporary 
visit introduction to those 
visiting campus.” 

“We believe that our 
new location will offer 
prospective students and 
families a terrific visit expe-

rience and will better inte-
grate student and academic 
life into the visit program,” 
Napper said.  

The new center, located 
off the first-floor lobby, will 
begin operations this week. 
However, it will be several 
more weeks until all of the 
audio and video technology 
will be available for presen-
tations to prospective stu-
dents and their families. 

In August, Executive 
Vice President and Trea-
surer Lou Katz told The 
Hatchet that the project was 
expected to cost “a few hun-
dred thousand dollars” and 
was outlined in the capital 
budget. The relocation of 
the center was part of a $3.4 
million migration project, 
which includes moving oth-

er buildings on campus.
Junior Eric Shaeffer said 

he was impressed with the 
Visitor Center’s new ap-
pearance. 

“It looks nice, for one,” 
Shaeffer said. “But I think 
it’s definitely a good idea 
for prospective students to 
see the Marvin Center and 
how much stuff is going 
on.” 

Shaeffer added that he’s 
noticed GW is converting 
more space for academic 
facilities recently, including 
converting Ames Hall on 
the Mount Vernon Campus 
from a dining hall to an aca-
demic building.   

“I think it’s a good idea 
because the reason we pay 
money is so they can edu-
cate us,” Shaeffer said. u

New Visitor Center to open this week
Center will open 
on the Marvin 
Center first floor
by reid daveNport
Hatchet Reporter

"The numbers 
are so flimsy and 

unbelievable."

phillip wirtz
Professor of Psychology and 

Decision Sciences



On-call waiters and 
bartenders needed for 
evening/weekend work. 

Applicants should pos-
sess professionalism, 
good presentation and 
communication skills, 
and desire to provide a 
positive experience for 
the client.

Rates start at $16/hour.  
A standard black tuxedo 
is required. 

Visit www.catering.
com for the Independent 
Contractor Data Sheet

 ("Contact Us" then 
"Employment").  Email 
to hr@catering.com or 
fax to 703-519-8221.

Windows Catering 
Company has estab-
lished a national repu
tation for exceptional 
food, creativity, and 
presentation combined 
with outstanding ser-
vice. Windows provides 
full-service catering, 
party planning, and 
event management ser-
vices for social events, 
wedding receptions, and 
corporate entertaining.
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Women's volleyball goes 2-1 
in Cleveland tournament

IN BrIef

Last Word
"The players have to keep 
playing. We showed our 
naiveté a little bit." 

–George Lidster,  men's soccer 
head coach, on his team's mental 
lapses that allowed Mount St. Mary's 
to take a 4-3 lead less than 10 minutes 
after sophomore Seth Rudolph scored 
to tie the game at three in the second 
half.

Sports
Louis Nelson
Sports Editor
lnelson@gwhatchet.com

NumBer 
CruNCh 3 The number of goals scored by Seth 

Rudolph in the men's soccer team's 
4-3 loss to Mount St. Mary's Saturday.

H
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Falling 1-0 in the 97th minute against 
Loyola Md. on the road Friday night might 
seem like a bitter pill to swallow for wom-
en’s soccer head coach Tanya Vogel. For 
the second straight game, the Colonials (2-
3) failed to score in regulation and forced 
overtime in a 0-0 game.

But unlike its previous match, a home 
game a week ago against Mount St. Mary’s, 
it was GW that wound up on the wrong 
side of the 1-0 deficit after the Greyhounds’ 
Alex Reed scored the game winner for Loy-
ola Md., sending the Colonials home still 
winless on the road.

Vogel, though, was upbeat after the 
game, despite the defeat.

“As frustrating as it is to lose,” Vogel 
said, “we’re all very happy with how we 
played.”

Much of Vogel’s positivity stemmed 
from her squad’s particularly strong sec-
ond half. After managing only two shots in 
the first half, the Colonials came out strong 
after halftime, earning nine shots and forc-
ing Loyola goaltender Danielle Ippolito to 
make four saves.

“We played the best in the second half 
and in overtime than we have all season, or 
all last year,” Vogel said.

Junior Sierra Smidinger, the team leader 
in both shots and shots on goal, exemplified 
a late offensive push for the Colonials, reg-
istering six shots and putting three shots on 
goal in the final 53 minutes of play. Gradu-
ate student Cara Cadigan also had three 
shots, as well as a shot on goal.

Vogel was also heartened by the im-
provements her team made throughout the 
game, most notably the increased level of 
physical play the Colonials displayed.

“We’ve been working on physicality,” 
Vogel said, “because we’ve been getting 
out-fouled in every game.”

GW committed just five fouls Friday 
night against Loyola, Md., compared to the 
Greyhounds’ 16, but even as she attempts 
to coax more physical play from her team, 
Vogel said she wanted to avoid having her 
team earn a reputation as overly-aggres-
sive.

“We don’t want to be cheap or dirty,” 
Vogel stressed. “We want to be battling 
hard all game, every game.”

With the team's unbeaten home record 
on the line this Tuesday against Ameri-
can University at 4 p.m., Vogel once again 
stressed that physical play will be crucial as 
the season progresses.

“We need to continue to focus on phys-
icality,” Vogel said. “And really bring that 
when we come to play.” u

For most college freshmen, 
the first few weeks of school are 
an adjustment period. It’s a time 
to meet new people, learn to navi-
gate campus and deal with room-
mates, all while attending college 
classes for the first time.

It’s a big change for most stu-
dents, but for freshman men’s wa-
ter polo player Daniel Tyner, there 
is the added obstacle of trying to 
balance his team’s four-hour-a-
day practice schedule with new 
classes, new friends and new sur-
roundings.

If his play so far this season is 
to be any indication however, the 
Long Beach, Calif., native seems 
to have settled in just fine.

In the Navy Open Sept. 4 and 
5, Tyner led the Colonials in scor-
ing with 11 goals over the course 
of the tournament’s four games 
while drawing 10 ejections. His 
ability to contribute immediately 
on offense has impressed head 
coach Scott Reed.

“He has, in a sense, gone above 
what we expected at this point in 
time,” Reed said. “Being a fresh-
man, it’s never easy to be thrown 
right in and having to carry some 
of the offensive load, like he has 
had to do.”

Tyner’s performance at the 
Navy Open came with an added 
personal bonus as well. While 
most freshmen will likely have 
to wait until parents weekend to 
see their families, Tyner said his 
standout GW debut was made 
all the more sweet by the fact that 
his parents were in the stands to 
watch it.

“I was really proud that I 
played that well, especially while 
they were there, cheering for me,” 
he said.

Tyner’s hot start has also 
drawn the attention of the Col-
legiate Water Polo Association, 
which named him its Southern 
Division Rookie of the Week last 
week for his play at the Navy 

Open. Tyner said that even as he 
earns early-season accolades, his 
style of play hasn’t changed.

“I just try to do the best I can 
and do as best I can to help the 
team out in whatever way that is,” 
he said. “That’s just the way I try 
to play.”

Reed said he’s been impressed 
with Tyner’s mentality so far this 

season, especially in terms of the 
freshman’s demeanor both in and 
out of the pool.

“He is fantastic. When he is on 
deck, he is a very calm, cool indi-
vidual,” Reed said. “Then in the 
heat of battle, you can see [a little 
aggressiveness] in his eyes, which 
is nice and it does get everyone 
else pumped up as well.” u

In the 55th minute of the men’s soccer game 
against Mount Saint Mary’s Saturday, junior de-
fender Brice Carr launched a free kick into the 
penalty box, looking for a teammate in hopes 
of an equalizing goal for the Colonials. On the 
other end of that free kick was sophomore for-
ward Seth Rudolph, who managed to sneak past 
the defense and tap the ball past the goalie, scor-
ing his third goal of the afternoon and tying the 
game at three in the second half.

Down 3-1 at halftime, GW mounted an im-
pressive second-half comeback on the back of 
Rudolph, whose 55th-minute equalizer was pre-
ceded seven minutes earlier by another Rudolph 
goal to bring the Colonials to within one.

The tie didn’t last long for GW, whose sec-
ond-half momentum came to a screeching halt in 
the 61st minute when Mount St. Mary’s forward 
Koudzo Komlan put his team ahead for good, 
scoring the go-ahead goal and giving his team a 
4-3 lead that lasted until the final whistle.

Head coach George Lidster blamed the 
Mount’s game-winning goal on mental lapses 
that left the Colonials vulnerable once Rudolph 
tied the game at three.

“You know it was great when Seth tied the 
game and scored his third goal,” Lidster said. 
“The players have to keep playing. We showed 
our naiveté a little bit, and we allowed a goal 
only shortly after [tying the game].”

On defense, the Colonials struggled to con-
tain Mount St. Mary’s midfielder Eric Detzel, 
who scored one of the Mount’s three first-half 
goals and assisted on the two others, all in the 
space of four minutes. After Rudolph’s first goal 
put GW ahead in the 22nd minute, Detzel assist-
ed the Mount’s Chris Wheeler, tying the game at 
one in the 32nd minute. Detzel scored a goal of 
his own a minute later, and assisted on one more 
to cap the Mount’s first-half offensive flurry.

Despite the defensive struggles, Lidster said 

there was plenty of blame to spread around, 
pointing to Mount St. Mary’s physical style of 
play as well as GW’s young roster.

“It wasn’t just the defense, it was the whole 
team,” Lidster said. “They took advantage of 
their size and experience, and that took a lot out 
of our young guys. It was a very physical game, 
and they really just outmatched us.”

Those advantages manifested themselves 
statistically on offense, allowing the Mount to 
outshoot the Colonials 23-6 and to put 14 shots 
on goal compared to GW’s four.

Saturday’s loss was the team’s final tune-
up as it prepares for its toughest test of the pre-
season, a road game Tuesday night at eighth-
ranked Duke with kickoff set for 7 p.m. With 
GW’s showdown against the Blue Devils loom-
ing, Lidster said his team’s second-half come-
back was reason for optimism despite the loss 
to the Mount.

“This is a very young team, and they’ve 
fought hard during every one of our games. To-
day they came back when it looked like we were 
down and out, so I really was impressed.” u

by raCheL getzeNBerg
Hatchet Reporter

fraNCIs rIvera | hatChet staff PhotograPher
Freshman Daniel Tyner has been a key contributor so far this season for the men's water polo team. The Long Beach, Calif., na-
tive was named CWPA Rookie of the Week after scoring 11 goals and drawing 10 ejections in the Navy Open Sept. 4 and 5.

M. water polo freshman excelling early

W. soccer falls 1-0 under 
the lights in Baltimore

eLIzaBeth CooksoN | hatChet PhotograPher
Junior Sierra Smidinger handles the ball earlier this season. 
Smidinger fired three shots on goal Friday night against Loyola, Md.

by eLIzaBeth trayNor
Hatchet Staff Writer

Rudolph's hat trick not enough for GW

mICheLLe rattINger | Photo edItor
Sophomore Seth Rudolph fights off a Howard defender earlier this season. Rudolph scored all three of GW's 
goals against Mount St. Mary's Saturday, including two in the second half that briefy tied the game at three.

by NeIL sharma
Hatchet Staff Writer

After snapping its three-match 
winning streak with a 3-0 loss to 
tournament host Cleveland State 
Friday night, the women’s volleyball 
team went 2-0 Saturday in the Cleve-
land State Invitational, topping Kent 
State 3-0 and Morgan State 3-1.

Against the Vikings Friday night, 
GW led 8-4 early in the first set, but 
allowed Cleveland State to come 
back and win 25-21. The Vikings 
cruised through their second set, 
winning 25-18 before being chal-
lenged in the final set by the Colo-
nials, who forced six separate ties 
with Cleveland State before falling 
25-23.

Ohio-native Lauren Whyte had a 
match-high 14 kills and seven digs 
against the Vikings. Fellow Ohio-na-
tive Katie Zulandt had six kills.

GW opened Saturday with its 
sweep of Kent State. Junior Alex 
Coward recorded a career-high 11 
kills, while Whyte once again domi-
nated, recording 16 kills and 16 digs 
against the Flashes. GW faced its 
toughest challenge of the match 
in the second set, which featured 
three lead changes and seven ties 
before the Colonials pulled away to 
win the set 25-22.

In it’s final game of the tourna-
ment Saturday, GW topped Morgan 
State 25-10 in the first set on the 
way to a 3-1 match win. The Colo-
nials won 25-20 in the second set 
and 25-18 in the fourth to earn their 
fifth win in six matches. GW dropped 
its only set of the day in the third, 
when it fell 25-22 to the Bears after 
Colonials head coach Jojit Coronel 
substituted most of his bench play-
ers into the game.

Whyte, a sophomore, as well 
as junior MacKenzie Knox were 
both named to the all-tournament 
team. GW placed second overall 
in the tournament, behind host 
Cleveland State.

men's water polo drops three 
in Princeton Invitational

Freshman Daniel Tyner scored 
five goals, including a game-winner 
with 14 seconds left, in the men's 
water polo team's only win over the 
weekend in the Princeton Invitation-
al, a 12-11 victory over Iona.

The Colonials fell 14-4 in the 
early game on friday against 13th-
ranked Santa Clara before topping 
Iona later in the day.

On Sunday, GW fell to Fordham 
for the second straight week, this 
time by a score of 8-6. GW also lost in 
its afternoon game on day two of the 
tournament, falling 9-8 to Harvard.

Liu goes low for gW in 
Navy fall Classic

The golf team placed 10th out of 
16 teams over the weekend in the 
Navy Fall Classic, shooting a two-
day score of 602, 33 strokes behind 
tournament-winning Delaware.

Junior Martin Liu was the low-
scorer for the Colonials, shooting a 
seven-over-par 149 over the week-
end, good enough for 28th place 
overall. Freshman Graham Lawyer 
shot a 153 in his first ever college 
tournament, and senior Brendan 
Barrack shot a 150.
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