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SJS charges
3 for sexual
assault in
2009-2010
by Amy D'Onofrio
Metro News Editor
Since 2002, a total of 55 people
have reported being victims of sexual
assault to the University Police Department, with no real pattern of increase or decrease, according to a review of UPD records.
Of these cases, 32 were reported
rapes – two of which were statutory
rapes – 15 were instances of forcible
fondling, six were reports of forcible
sodomy and two were reports of sexual assault with an object.
As of the 2002-2003 school year, a
total of 12 students have been charged
with some form of sexual assault. Of
those students, three were expelled
and four were suspended from GW.
Three students were charged with
sexual assault during the 2009-2010
academic year, the most charged in recent years, but only one student was
found in violation that school year and
was expelled from the University, Assistant Dean of Students and head of
Student Judicial Services Tara Pereira
said. The rest of the suspensions and
expulsions did not follow any sort of

frances rivera | hatchet staff photographer

Students packed the bleachers at the Smith Center pool Wednesday night to cheer on members of the men's water polo team as they played against players
from the United States Naval Academy. Despite losing 11-6 to the Midshipmen, goalkeeper Cameron Illes had 19 saves to tie the University's record.

Female reports sexual
assault near City Hall
by Lauren French
and Amy D'Onofrio
Metro News Editors
A woman reported that she
was sexually assaulted by an unknown man near Washington Circle early Wednesday morning, a
Metropolitan Police Department
spokesman confirmed.
Lt. Nicholas Breul said that at
about 1:45 a.m. a woman in her
20s reported that a man forced
her to have “sexual intercourse
against her will” in the 2300 block
of Pennsylvania Avenue.
A Crime Alert sent by the
University Wednesday evening
reported that the alleged assault

occurred behind 2317 Pennsylvania Ave., near the Spanish Embassy on the corner of 24th Street
and Pennsylvania Avenue.
Breul was unable say if the
woman is a student at GW, citing
laws about victim’s privacy.
The suspect in the case is described as a Hispanic man, about
5’8” to 5’9” and about 135 to 140
pounds with short, black hair,
Breul said. The suspect was wearing a black jacket and blue jeans.
As of Wednesday evening,
MPD had not made an arrest in
the case.
A Crime Alert was sent to the
See RAPE: Page 5

SA allocates record
$502,000 to orgs
by Jamie Blynn
Hatchet Staff Writer
For the second year in a
row, the Student Association allocated a record amount for the
operating costs of the nearly
300 student organizations at
the University, unanimously
passing the $502,000 initial allocation bill at the SA Senate
meeting Tuesday night.
The allocation amount represents a $120,000 increase from
last year ’s initial allocations
pool, and is $200,000 more than
the SA’s entire yearly budget a
mere three years ago. Thanks to
a student fee increase passed in
2008, the SA has had an increasingly large budget to give out
for student programming.
Only one of the 270 student
organizations that received money from the bill appealed their
allocation amount at Tuesday
night’s meeting, far less than
years past, a statistic that one
member of the SA Senate attributes to the SA’s increased budget and fair allocations process.
“We organized the bill in a
fair fashion and I really think

Univ. escapes 'most expensive' list
by Amanda D'Ambra
Hatchet Staff Writer
After years at the top of
Forbes Magazine’s annual list
of the most expensive colleges
in the country, GW fell from the
top 10 for the first time this year,
according to Forbes’ rankings
published Monday.
While the University is no
longer featured on the controversial list, GW missed the top
10 by a mere $25, behind Bates
College in Lewiston, Maine,
whose tuition, room and board,
and other necessary fees cost
$53,300 for the 2010-2011 academic year.
Sarah Lawrence College
in Bronxville, N.Y. – which
surpassed GW as the most expensive school in the country
in 2008 on various lists – once
again took the No. 1 spot this
year, with tuition, room and
board, and other necessary fees
costing $57,556 for the 2010-2011
school year on Forbes' list.

the Senate and organizations
recognized this,” said SA Sen.
Chris Clark, U-At large and
chair of the SA Finance Committee.
After spending nearly 80
hours looking over budgets and
hearing appeals, Clark said he
was happy with how respectful
the Senate was when voting on
the bill.
SA Sen. Tom Fogarty, SMHSG, said the unanimous support
for the bill was a testament to
Clark and the finance committee’s hard work on the bill.
“Clark brought a lot to the
table and really fought for what
was fair,” Fogarty said. “Tonight was a victory for student
organizations.”
Sam Free, a representative
from the Racially and Ethnically Mixed Student Association,
was the only person to appeal
for a larger allocation amount
at the meeting. REMIX asked
for $1500, but was given only
$550 for this year, a $50 increase
from last year.
SA Sen. Travis Holler, ESIAU and vice chair of the finance
See SA: Page 5

Pair of
Colonials win
awards
Goss, Zulandt earn
Atlantic 10 weekly
honors.

• Page 10

10 Most Expensive Schools

Steven knapp
University President

Neighboring Georgetown
took the No. 9 spot, with annual
costs of $53,340, just $65 more
than GW.
University President Steven Knapp said GW’s fall from
Forbes’ list is a testament to the
University’s efforts to lower
costs, a goal Knapp set on his
first day as the University’s top
administrator in 2007.
“My goal then and now has

by Madeleine morgenstern
Campus News Editor
On the heels of a record increase in the number of women
joining sororities last month,
fewer men joined Greek-letter
life organizations this year than
last year.
This fall, 285 men accepted
invitations to join one of the 17
Interfraternity Council fraternities, down seven from last year ’s
fall rush. The seven-member
decline comes after last year ’s
80-member increase.
Bill Hulse, president of the
Interfraternity Council, said he
does not view this decrease as a
detriment to Greek-letter life’s
appeal on campus, and is confident that IFC membership will
continue to grow in the future.
“I am very excited by the
growth we have seen over the
last few years and expect it to
continue as some of the IFC’s
younger chapters continue to expand their membership,” Hulse
said.

See TUITION: Page 5

1. Sarah Lawrence
2. Columbia University
3. Bard College
4. Wesleyan University
5. Vanderbilt University
6. University of Chicago
7. Harvey Mudd College
8. Trinity College
9. Georgetown Univ.
10. Bates College

$57,556
$54,385
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$53,380
$53,340
$53,300

George Washington

$53,275

$25

Source: Forbes Magazine
Graphic by Rachel Lee

difference

NumberCRUNCH

33

Beta Theta Pi pledges

29

Pi Kappa Alpha pledges

34

Sigma Chi bids
Unlike sorority recruitment,
which formally only takes place
in the fall, the IFC also holds a
formal spring rush, which, while
smaller than fall rush, will still
add to the number of men joining Greek-letter life at GW.
This year's fraternity pledge
class sizes vary by chapter, with
some reporting high numbers of
new members and others whose
numbers were on par or slightly
less than last year.
Corey Lewin, president of

Beta Theta Pi, said his fraternity
has a pledge class of 33, which
essentially doubles its 34-member fraternity.
“I’ve never seen the enthusiasm that it is right now,” Lewin
said. “We have thirty guys who
are so excited.”
The Pi Kappa Alpha fraternity gave out 29 bids, all of which
were accepted, which President
Michael Waterman said was “on
par with last year.”
In response to higher initial
interest during the early part of
the recruitment period, Pike held
its first rush event in a larger venue to accommodate more men.
“I think that’s the same for a
lot of other fraternities as well.
Greek life’s gotten a lot bigger,
it’s definitely more exciting this
year, with it being 25 percent [of
students involved in Greek-letter
life at GW],” Waterman said.
Ashish Kumbhat, president
of Sigma Chi, said his fraternity
gave out 34 bids, adding that the
See FRATS: Page 5
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Restaurant signs lease
for space in The Avenue

The final retail lease in the residential portion of The Avenue development was signed
last week, and the building is set to begin preleasing apartments in February.
Circa, an American cuisine restaurant
with locations in Dupont Circle and Clarendon, Va., will join Sweetgreen and Citibank in
the mixed-use building near GW Hospital.
Circa will take up 4,190 square feet of the
property and will face I Street. Sweetgreen, a
popular salad chain with other locations in the
District, and Roti, a Mediterranean grill, will
also be located on I street, taking up 1,676 and
2,471 square feet respectively, Richard Ellis,
project manager of development for Boston
Properties, said.
In the same part of the mixed-use development, a Citibank branch will face 23rd Street,
Ellis added.
Bozzuto Management and Boston Properties will also begin pre-leasing the studio, one,
two and three-bedroom model apartments
this winter. The prices for the apartments
have not been finalized yet, but leasing will be
available to interested students.
The two 12-story residential towers will
collectively have 335 apartments, according to
the property’s website.
Other retailers in the office space part of
the development include the NIH Federal
Credit Union, Whole Foods and the eatery
Devon & Blakely.
The building is still set to open in May, Ellis said.

–Samantha Stone

corrections
In “Study abroad grows by 5 to 7 percent” (Sept. 23, Pg. A3), there were many
factual inaccuracies. The Hatchet reported that the number of students studying
abroad grew between 5 to 7 percent in less
than a decade. The number of students
studying abroad actually rose 5 to 7 percent each year over the past five years. The
Hatchet also reported that Australia was a
new program popular with students. This
is incorrect, Australia has been a popular
abroad location for the past few years. The
Hatchet also reported that 392 students are
abroad this semester. This is incorrect, 398
students are abroad this semester all over
the world.
In “Student Association to allocate nearly $500,000” (Oct. 4, Pg A1), The Hatchet
reported that the GW International Affairs
Society was allocated $500 in the initial allocations process in 2009. This is incorrect, the
IAS was initially allocated $5,000 in 2009.

marie mcgrory | hatchet staff photographer

New members in the Alpha Delta Pi sorority lip-synced their way to the top as participants in Sigma Chi’s Lip Sync Competition to raise
money for the Children’s Miracle Network Tuesday. The event correlates with the fraternity’s annual week-long fundraiser Derby Days.
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This week in speakers

Water Polo

video

New York Times columnist Bob Herbert
spoke to students in the SMPA building.

The GW men’s water polo team played
Navy Wednesday in the Smith Center.

University officials and students shared
a smoke in Anniversary Park Tuesday.

october
Thursday

7

Depression Screening Day

The University Counseling Center will
offer confidential and free depression
screenings for students and staff as part
of National Depression Screening Day.
Marvin Center 310
• 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Friday

8

Saturday

The GW Cigar Smoker’s Forum

9

Third Annual Conference on U.S.China Economic Relations

The Art of the Political
Cartoon

Top scholars will discuss the transformations and
emerging challenges in the Chinese economy at
the Institute for International Economic Policy’s
conference.
Lindner Family Commons • 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Learn about the thought process
behind the creation of editorial
cartoons with the Boston Globe’s Dan
Wasserman.
Jack Morton Auditorium • 9:15 a.m.

Sunday

10

Pancakes for Parkinson’s

Enjoy all-you-eat pancakes for $5
at a benefit for the Michael J. Fox
Foundation, sponsored by Phi Sigma
Sigma, Alpha Phi Omega and GW
Pitches.
Kogan Plaza • 12 p.m. to 4 p.m.
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Delta Tau Delta to receive two townhouses on F Street
Fraternity swaps
G Street property
for new townhouses
by marielle Mondon
Senior Staff Writer

The Delta Tau Delta fraternity will be relocating to
two townhouses on the corner of F and 22nd streets,
after operating without
an on-campus house since
2008.
GW offered Delta Tau
Delta the townhouses located at 524 and 536 22nd St. to
compensate for the scheduled demolition of DTD's
property on G Street.
The fraternity owns the
G Street townhouse that
has been occupied by the
Lambda Chi Alpha fraternity since 2006. DTD rented
the townhouse to Lambda
Chi Alpha after DTD was
kicked off campus in 2004
for hazing violations. DTD
returned to campus in 2008.
The G Street townhouse
is scheduled for demolition

to make room for an underground parking garage on
square 103, across the street
from Lisner Hall. Jeremy
Rohen, the chairman of
DTD’s housing corporation
said the fraternity and GW
arranged to trade the space
with the two townhouses
on F and 22nd streets.
“During the coming
months, Delta Tau Delta
will oversee an extensive
renovation of the two properties, ultimately delivering
a modern, sustainable and
technologically advanced facility, all designed to have a
low environmental impact,”
Rohen said. He declined to
say how much the project,
funded by DTD's alumni
through the Educational
Foundation for the Gamma
Eta chapter, would cost.
Earlier this year, the
University reapportioned
townhouses for Greekletter life groups on campus. DTD did not apply
for space, and was the only
Greek-letter group that was
not officially offered a spot
on campus out of all of the
organizations.

President of GW’s DTD
chapter Patrick Cox said
the fraternity is grateful to
the University for the space
on campus.
“We are excited that
Delta Tau Delta will have
a home on campus again,”
Cox said. “Our brotherhood
is so strong right now; the
new Delt house will only
make us stronger. It will be
a place for us to hang out
socially and academically.”
Rohen emphasized the
new house will serve as a
community-building atmosphere, rather than an opportunity to disturb neighbors.
“Delta Tau Delta has
been an active organization
within the Foggy Bottom
community since 1903,” he
said, adding that he expects
this relationship to continue with the completion of
the new house.
DTD’s occupation of
the new townhouses makes
it the sixth Greek-letter life
organization to be officially
Rachel vorsanger | hatchet photographer
housed in a townhouse
near the intersection of F The Delta Tau Delta fraternity will receive two townhouses on the corner of F and 22nd streets. DTD owns a townhouse
on G Street, which was occupied by the Lambda Chi Alpha fraternity and is being demolished to build a parking garage.
and 22nd streets. u

CRIME LOG
Destruction

9/28/2010 – 1 p.m.
Location: Potomac House
Case closed

The University Police Department
responded to an initial report of a
dispute between two students. Officers determined that one student
destroyed her roommate’s property.
–Referred to Student Judicial
Services

10/01/10 – Time unknown
Location: Funger/Duques Hall
garage
Case open

A faculty member reported to UPD that
his car’s front driver’s side tire was
slashed while parked in the garage.

–Open case

Drug Law Violation

10/01/10 – 3 a.m.
Location: International House
Case closed

UPD responded to a noise complaint
and, upon arrival, observed students
throwing marijuana and other drug
paraphernalia from the balconies. An
administrative search was conducted, yielding alcohol and 5.6 grams of
marijuana.
–Referred to SJS

Simple Assault

10/01/10 – Multiple times
Location: Thurston Hall
Case closed

A female student reported to UPD
that a male student was harassing

her verbally and threw an object at
her that hit her in the head.
–Referred to SJS

Harassment

10/01/10 – 10 p.m.
Location: Public property on campus
Case closed

A student reported to UPD that four
male subjects in a van yelled obscene
comments at her while driving by.

–No suspects or witnesses

Fraud

10/02/10 – Multiple times
Location: Private property on
campus
Case open

A student reported to UPD that unau-

thorized charges were made to his
GWorld card, which he had reported
missing.
–Open case

Sex Abuse

–Referred to outside agency

10/03/10 – 2:30 a.m.
Location: Off campus
Case open

Robbery Snatch / Larceny

UPD responded to a report of an intoxicated female student who may
have been sexually assaulted at an
off-campus location. The case is still
under investigation.
–Open case

Liquor Law Violation
10/03/10 – 4:05 a.m.
Location: Ivory Tower
Case closed

UPD responded to a report of an
intoxicated student who was determined to be from Georgetown University. The student was assessed and
transported to the GW Hospital.

10/03/10 – 9:45 p.m.
Location: Gelman Library Starbucks
Case open

UPD responded to a blue light emergency phone call, and the student reported that a subject took her laptop
as she was typing on it and fled the
area. A crime alert was issued.
–Open case

–Compiled by Sydney Green
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"I feel like there are so many millions of people in London, that any terrorist probably
doesn’t care about a handful of American students studying abroad."
–Rachel Maher, a junior studying at the London School of Economics, on travel restrictions in Europe.
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How do we know we are safe?

Staff Editorial

A troubling lack of
communication
Early Wednesday morning, a woman was raped one block from campus.
Though D.C.’s Metropolitan Police Department initially responded, members
of MPD did not immediately notify the
University Police Department. It is both
disturbing and deplorable that a violent
crime occurred so close to students, but
UPD did not find out about the crime right
away. While we understand that MPD
processes many calls from all around the
District, this gaping hole in communication between two police forces in close
proximity to each other is dangerous, and
needs to be closed.
The rape occurred close to Washington Circle, behind 2317 Pennsylvania Ave.,
and while this area is technically considered off campus, it is still heavily populated by GW students. Student residence
halls sit very close to this area, many offcampus apartments are just across Washington Circle and students walk though
the area on a daily basis. Regardless of
whether or not the area falls outside of
campus borders, it is close enough that
it is frequented by GW students, and the
crime committed in the area automatically
poses a direct threat to students.
MPD should have immediately notified UPD of the crime itself, and the threat
GW students faced. The suspect – who remains at large – could have fled and easily crossed into GW’s borders, putting it
under UPD’s jurisdiction.
MPD serves the needs of the entire
D.C. area, and is tasked with responding
to crimes all over the city. But this simply
highlights the need to pass information
along to the smaller, more specified police
force that operates so close to the scene
of the crime. UPD officers regularly patrol campus even late into the night, and
could have been a valuable resource after
the crime was reported.
This recent and disturbing crime
draws attention to the lack of communication between D.C.’s MPD and GW’s UPD.
MPD should have realized that this crime
posed a threat to GW students, and that
someone within the Metro Police Department should have immediately reached
out to someone within our University
Police Department. Both departments are
tasked with upholding safety and protecting the public. MPD has to pass information more quickly to UPD so this communication gap can close. It’s a matter of
student safety.

One top-ten we are
glad to leave

For years, The George Washington
University was synonymous with the
phrase “the most expensive college in the
country." Though GW lost the No. 1 spot
to Sarah Lawrence College in 2008 according to various lists, this is the first year
that Forbes did not rank GW in its top 10
list. It is promising that GW no longer sits
among the 10 most expensive schools in
the country, and this is a result of University administrators working to make GW
a more affordable school. However, GW is
only $25 away from jumping back into the
top 10, so we hope that GW continues to
work toward becoming even more affordable.
Being known as one of the most expensive schools in the country could be
detrimental to an institution, but University President Steven Knapp worked to
change that reputation. Knapp has been
living up to his promise to make GW a
more affordable school, a goal he set when
he came to GW in 2007. With the approval
of the Board of Trustees, the University
raised tuition by only 3 percent this year,
while the average at other schools was 4.5
percent. Administrators have also worked
to provide students with a great deal of
financial aid. GW also has fixed tuition
so students pay the same amount of tuition each semester that they paid when
they first came to GW. Knapp has been
largely successful at carrying out his vision to make GW less expensive, and this
is ultimately benefiting current and future
Colonials.
Along with President Knapp, GW’s
Executive Vice President and Treasurer
Lou Katz has also played an important
role in GW’s change in fiscal rankings.
Katz managed to carry out the policies
adopted by the Board of Trustees, and
under his direction, GW has managed to
keep tuition costs from drastically rising.
This is especially notable during a recession, as other schools were forced to hike
their tuitions.
But GW still sits dangerously close to
the top 10 most expensive schools list, as
it is only $25 less expensive than the number ten school, Bates College. Dropping
out of the top 10 is overall a good step for
the University, but even more work can
be done. GW needs to continue to lower
overall costs and ensure that it can drop
even more spots in future rankings.
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New technology should allow for easier access to crime statistics

ust a few years ago, our school would Last week? Last year? Where is it happenhave been applauded for its commit- ing? There may be patterns to crime and
ment to providing the GW community students should have that data.”
with safety statistics. Its number-heavy
Putting this information in a readspreadsheets that are updated for the able format can be a matter of writing the
public once a year disclose the number of right computer programs, because the data
crimes that happened on campus as well is already public. A campus map that is
as the nature of these crimes.
updated frequently to display
Today, those same spreadwhere crimes occur, along with
sheets mean virtually nothing.
the nature of said crimes, disThese days, publishing a
closes more than an e-mail Crime
list of figures online and callAlert. Online calendars can alert
ing it transparency is nominal,
viewers to when crimes are most
at best. This digital age and
frequent. GPS tracking of the arour WikiLeaks generation have
eas adjacent to establishments
forced the parameters of what
with liquor licenses can explain
Annu
is considered transparency to
whether they actually have highSubramanian er incidents of crime. UPD will
evolve, allowing for more institutional accountability and
have an easy-to-read series of apContributing
equal access to important staplications that can guide where
tistics.
Editor
to dispatch the most personnel.
Transparency today means
Students can follow UPD on
context, availability and digestibility. And Twitter for breaking updates on crime.
before we know it, every institution will
Through providing statistics in conbe expected to provide information in re- text, everyone benefits.
latable, more understandable formats, or
they will be accused of intentionally keeping information veiled. New technology Brand: Candid
has begun facilitating democracy at the
If GW launches a program focused on disfederal and corporate levels, but we do not
see that same commitment to transparency closing information in a more easily digestible,
usable way, it will be the first of its kind. Exin higher education.
As technology advances to put data in perts who work toward increasing federal and
context, number-clogged spreadsheets are corporate transparency note that this model
no longer the most effective way to keep has not yet been crafted specifically to improve
higher education. It will tell the entire comthe GW community safe and aware.
GW, we have a duty and an unprec- munity that GW cares about our safety. To be at
the forefront of a phenomenon as it unfolds is
edented opportunity here.
Through a University-wide effort to a risk, indeed, but it’s nowhere as grave as the
make its data more salient and contextual, inevitable advantages of increased awareness.
GW can be in the vanguard of a movement GW can be the model for all other universities
that is holding institutions accountable to follow regarding increased data accessibility.
A shift toward increased transparency will
and, in the process, drastically improving
them. And it can begin with those cumber- project GW as a school with a fierce dedication
to the truth — regardless of whether or not it
some number sets we already have.
is pretty. A trademark of honesty and visibility will yield success for two major reasons: A
Primed against crime
public acknowledgement of what requires
improvement will lead people to step up and
Crime data are public, largely un- facilitate that improvement, and the entire GW
equivocal subject matters in which we are community will be receptive to a better underall invested — information that requires standing of the University’s safety.
maximum transparency and demystificaElecting to avoid putting public data in a
tion.
more usable format has only one inherent hazGW currently discloses campus crime ard: It will force the facts — even the ugly ones
information in compliance with the Clery – to be available and understandable to more
Act, overseen by the U.S. Department of people. But if our school genuinely stands by
Education. The mandate requires that uni- an educated GW community, there is no quesversities quickly share information about tion that it will stand by the creation of campuscampus crimes that remain a threat to related transparency technology.
the community, publish an annual report
of on-campus crimes and keep detailed
accounts of on-campus crimes from the Making it happen
past three years. Thanks to the Clery Act,
After speaking with professors and univerthe GW community is informed of recent
crimes and can always access past statis- sity administrators – many of whom expressed
tics for crimes. Additionally, the entirety support for the creation of such a website – the
of the crime log is printed on the UPD principal concern was that this program would
website. But while these efforts to increase monopolize too many university resources.
awareness are an effective step in the right Fortunately, our student body is well-versed
in technology and policy that this program
direction, there is much more to be done.
I spoke with Bill Allison, the editorial doesn’t require loads of capital or investment
director of the Sunlight Foundation – a from administration.
“Students can be pushed to not only use,
nonprofit organization that uses technology to increase federal transparency – but build their own technology,” DJ Saul, GW
about how to make crime statistics more alumnus and the director of Open Innovation
at iStrategyLabs, a D.C.-based social enterprise
understandable.
“You need contextual perspective to and marketing firm that supports the creation
understand how these things change over of democracy mobile applications, said. “Stutime,” he said. “What was it like this week? dent involvement in creating these apps would

2009 On-Campus Crime
Incidents
9 Sex Offenses, Forcible
Drug Law Arrests 10
103
Burglary
164
Vandalism

167
Drug Law Violations
(disciplinary action)

253
Liquor Law Violations

(disciplinary action)

288
Larceny

Source: University Police Department
Graphic by Rachel Lee

expand their networks and would be a great
resume builder.”
Computer programmers, engineers, politicos, mathematicians, journalists and business
students all can get involved in making this
project a reality. Competitions on campus can
be held for students to propose the most creative applications. Journalists, with more access
to usable statistics, can more efficiently report
on university proceedings, which policy wonks
can more efficiently evaluate.

***

Making crime statistics on campus more
prominent is not just an additional task for the
University — it’s a matter of safety. If we have
the technology, or the potential for technology,
to have crime data reflect important information contextually and comprehensively, it is
an unforgivable oversight to not act. But if we
do begin this process, GW will be the model
for other universities nationwide as they are
tasked with responding to the democratization
of information through technology.
A more educated campus is one better
positioned to improve itself in both the short
and long term. But education takes context
and clarity. So, GW, kiss those cumbersome
spreadsheets goodbye.
–The writer, a sophomore majoring in journalism,
is The Hatchet's contributing opinions editor.

Clarifying Republicans' view on health care

I

The GOP wants to take the best of Obamacare, and start anew

was in class the other day when someone tures of Obamacare were ill-conceived, mismentioned Republican efforts to repeal the calculated and dangerously detrimental to our
Democrats' health care reform legislation.
health care in this country. This past weekend,
“Those Republicans,” he said, “They want rumors swirled that McDonald’s might drop
to repeal it and go back to the old days, when its employer-sponsored “mini-med” health
insurance companies could deny you coverage care plan, which covers 30,000 workers for
because of a pre-existing condition.”
about $14 a week, leaving them effectively unNot only is that not accurate, but it’s a stun- insured. McDonald’s points to a new requireningly oversimplified portrayal of
ment in Obamacare mandating
President Barack Obama’s health
businesses spend at least 80 percare law. So to all the GW students
cent of their premiums on mediwho may be wondering exactly
cal care. Micky Dee’s says this is
how this law will affect them, alnot economically feasible. If the
low me to provide some clarity.
plan drops, these 30,000 workers
The most popular provision
will be pushed into Medicaid or
in Obamacare is the ban on insurother subsidized plans, further
ance companies denying someone
inflating the cost to U.S. taxpaycoverage based on a pre-existing
ers.
Andrew Clark
medical condition, such as arthriThis is also alarming for pritis. As young, healthy people at
vate universities that provide
Columnist
GW, we also support the provitheir staff with health insurance.
sion that allows us to stay on our
When the new rule takes effect in
parents’ health care plan until we turn 26.
2011, schools that offer similar mini-med plans
These two provisions are common sense to their staff will have to re-evaluate their ecoand progressive reforms that have proven nomic feasibility. This could potentially affect
popular, necessary and relatively easy to im- our own University in a negative way.
plement. Republicans actually support them.
Other portions of the bill are also potentialHowever, they’re just two tiny portions of a ly damaging. New regulations on the medical
2,000-page law that sets up dozens of new services insurance companies must provide in
federal agencies, installs new fines and regula- their plans are increasing the costs of covertions on businesses and individuals, and slaps age, and, thus, pushing insurance companies
new government control over a wide slice of to raise premiums further. Maternity care,
the American economy.
drug rehab and pediatrics are all, among other
It is becoming clear that many of the fea- things, services that by law must now be in-

Lauren French, editor in chief
Emily Cahn, senior news editor
Rachel Lee, production manager*
Erica Steinberg, director of development*
Eve Chan, production assistant
Justin Guiffré, managing director*
Allison Elfring, production assistant
Hadley Malcolm, web editor, special issues editor
Cory Weinberg, production assistant
Amy Rhodin, campus news editor
Connor Jennings, web manager
Madeleine Morgenstern, campus news editor
Gabriel Muller, multimedia editor
Amy D'Onofrio, metro news editor
Devereaux Sterrette, web producer
Viktors Dindzans, senior photo editor
Rachel Vorsanger, web producer
Michelle Rattinger, photo editor
Maryann Grunseth, development assistant
Anne Wernikoff, photo editor
Kara Dunford, contributing news editor
Louis Nelson, sports editor*
Priya Anand, contributing news editor
Lyndsey Wajert, opinions editor*
Annu Subramanian, contributing opinions editor*
Andrea Vittorio, life editor
Miranda Green, contributing life editor
Caroline Bowman, arts editor*
Christian Ewing, contributing life editor
Becky Reeves, copy editor
Miranda Gendel, copy editor
* denotes member of editorial board

cluded in everyone’s health care plan, whether
they want to pay for it or not.
What about the cost of Obamacare? We
were promised it would actually reduce the
deficit, yet now the Congressional Budget Office has come out saying it will cost hundreds
of billions of dollars more than originally estimated. Health care spending is now projected
to increase more than if the health care bill had
not been passed at all. So much for the cost
control that we were promised.
Indeed, the one argument liberal supporters of the bill will put forward is that we have
now covered 30 million uninsured Americans.
Yet this is no panacea to America’s health care
woes, while the uninsured will simply be
shoved into the already cash-strapped Medicaid programs, as rising health care costs are not
showing any signs of slowing down.
The Republicans want to repeal the entire
bill and start from scratch, including measures
that will actually help reduce costs and expand
coverage options to more Americans. Despite
what Democrats may want you to think, Republicans are not antagonizing those two popular provisions dealing with pre-existing conditions and until-26 coverage. They would be
included with any new health reform bill. But
with this mounting surge of bad news, it’s no
surprise the Democrats are focusing on these
tiny popular portions. They don’t have much
else they can defend.
–The writer, a senior majoring in political
communications, is a Hatchet columnist.
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ASSAULTS
from p. 1
discernible pattern.
While not every report of
sexual assault goes to trial,
GW’s number of reported
sexual assaults is higher than
the 30 sexual assaults reported to American’s Department
of Public Safety, but less than
the 75 sexual assaults reported to Georgetown’s Department of Public Safety during
the same 8-year time period.
While case numbers have
varied each year, a spokeswoman for the Rape, Abuse
and Incest National Network said it is difficult to
know year-to-year if there
are increases or decreases
in sexual assault cases, or if
there is merely an increase or
decrease in reporting of the
cases.
“It’s actually not possible to know which of those
theories is correct,” Elizabeth
Crothers, a spokeswoman for
RAINN, said.
She said college-aged
women are four times more
likely than any other group
to be sexually assaulted, and
according to the Center for
Public Integrity and a report from the Department of
Justice, “roughly one in five
women who attend college
will become the victim of a
rape or an attempted rape by
the time she graduates.”
Crothers said RAINN is
working to increase reporting rates to police across the
U.S., and last month RAINN
members testified before
Congress about the issue of
a lack of data on rapes and
other assaults.
RAINN President and
Founder Scott Berkowitz tes-

TUITION
from p. 1
been to ensure that no qualified student will be deterred
by financial considerations
from taking advantage of
what GW has to offer,”
Knapp said.
Knapp said the University has taken three main
steps in order to lower costs
since 2008, when the Board
of Trustees approved costcutting measures. One step
includes raising tuition by
3 percent or less on a yearly
basis – less than the average
4.5 percent at other colleges
– to maintain the “no surprises” policy, which freezes
tuition and guarantees aid
for continuing students for
up to five years. Another step
is the implementation of the
Power and Promise Fund,
which aims to quadruple the
amount of student aid raised
from University donors.
“Taken together, these
actions have enabled us, as
we hoped, to work our way
down the list of most expensive universities, although
we still want to go further
over time,” Knapp said.
Students
interviewed
said they viewed GW's drop
from the top 10 most expensive schools list is a step in
the right direction.
"I think that the fact that
we are no longer ranked on
the list shows that we are
becoming more of a fiscally

RAPE
from p. 1
GW
community
late
Wednesday evening, after
MPD informed the University Police Department of
the crime Wednesday.
“The safety of the GW
community is a top priority
for GWPD. In the event of a
serious incident which may
pose an on-going threat to
members of the GW community, a blast e-mail Crime
Alert is sent to students and
employees on campus,” said
UPD Chief Kevin Hay. “In
this particular case, GWPD
learned of the alleged assault today from the Metropolitan Police Department.
Once we received details of
the crime, GWPD issued a
Crime Alert.”
The
crime
occurred
“outside on the street,”
Breul said. He reminded
students that at “2 o'clock in

FRATS
from p. 1
Greek-letter life community
continues to have a positive
impact on the GW community.
“Students know that
Greek life will offer them a
range of benefits and experiences that will define their
college careers,” Kumbhat
said.

tified that the Justice Department estimates 60 percent of
rape victims never report the
incident to the police.
“Even after all the progress we’ve made – and we
have made significant strides
in getting more victims to report and improving policing
and prosecution – even after
years of effort, 15 out of 16
rapists face no consequences
for their actions,” he said.
Pereira said that the
University takes sexual as-

"Even after all the
progress we've made...
15 out of 16 rapist face
no consequences for
their actions."
Scott berkowitz

President and Founder, RAINN
sault cases very seriously,
but students charged and
found guilty by SJS are only
being charged with violating GW’s Code of Student
Conduct. Thus, if a student is
found guilty of sexual assault
through the SJS process, it
doesn’t mean criminal charges are pressed. Pereira said
SJS’s definition of sexual assault “is not a criminal code
but a university disciplinary
code,” and she noted that
victims can go forward with
SJS and criminal charges if
they choose.
“Typically MPD involvement is offered to victims in
conversation with GWPD
and the Sexual Assault Crisis Consultation Team,” she
said. u
responsible institution," said
junior Taylor Barnes. "In the
economic times we are in,
this is definitely a positive
thing and a step forward for
both the University and students."
Though the University
no longer has to grapple with
the “most expensive school
in the country” label, Knapp
admitted that the University
still has a ways to go toward
making the University more
affordable.
Knapp said the University has undertaken a large
effort to fund financial aid
with fundraising dollars,
rather than from tuition revenue. Spending tuition revenue on financial aid, Knapp
said, takes money away
from improving academic
programs, a problem that
Knapp seeks to fix.
“It will take time and
a lot of effort to work our
way out of that model, and
the most important way
to do so, once again, is to
raise more funds so we can
derive student aid from
philanthropy, not tuition,”
Knapp said.
But for now, Knapp said
he is happy with GW’s fall
from Forbes’ most expensive
schools list.
“I certainly hope the approach we launched three
years ago is starting to give
us a reputation as a University that cares about the
financial burdens faced by
our students and their families,” Knapp said. u

the morning, Pennsylvania
Avenue is a pretty desolate
place” and encouraged students to be “very aware of
their surroundings.”
Advisory
Neighborhood Commissioner and
Foggy Bottom Association
President Asher Corson
said the case was unusual
for the area, adding that it
is even more rare that the
assailant was unknown to
the victim.
Corson – a graduate of
GW – recommended that
women in particular be accompanied at night and that
students use 4-RIDE.
“This is a really scary
thing,” he said, adding that
anyone could be a victim.
Corson said he thinks UPD
and MPD will put a lot of
resources into the investigation of the assault.
He said the ANC will
ask MPD to give as much information as it has about the
case at the next community
meeting, set for Oct. 13. u

Director of the Student
Activities Center Tim Miller
said he was excited to welcome so many new students
into the Greek-letter life
community.
“We believe that the
Greek experience at GW
is second to none and we
look forward to seeing how
these new members will
make this community their
own in the coming months
and years,” Miller said in
an e-mail. u
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Only one student organization appeals allocation at meeting

SA
from p. 1
committee, said the $550 was enough
for basic office supplies, which is
what the initial allocation is meant
to go toward, adding that the SA is
more than happy to help REMIX with
co-sponsorships throughout the year.
REMIX was denied its appeal request.
Clark said the finance committee
– which votes on each requested cosponsorship request – will work diligently and quickly this year in order
to ensure that student organizations
will get the funding they need.
“We have officers this year that
will be on top of their things and are
going to do their job in a timely, efficient manner,” Clark said, explaining that the co-sponsorship process
will run more smoothly this year.
“We will not have problems with it
this year.”
During the meeting, Holler announced that the SA has $930,457 to
allocate to student organizations this
year, not the estimated $1.2 million

Francis Rivera | Hatchet staff photographer

Student Association President Jason Lifton responds to questions during the question and
answer section of the SA Senate meeting Tuesday night.

announced in September. Though the
amount is less than the SA originally
thought, it is still the most in the organization’s history.
“The numbers given to us by the

Student Activities Center had not
been checked up by the budget office
and the former vice president of the
SA,” Holler said. “No one went about
the right way in checking it out.” u
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Chef competes to feed D.C.'s homeless
Miriam's Kitchen chef is
a finalist in a nationwide
cooking competition
by tanay tewani
Hatchet Staff Writer

Michelle rattinger | photo editor

John Murphy shows off some of the skills he'll use as a finalist in the Sears Chef
Challenge, a cooking competition in which the winner's award goes to charity.

A chef at a local nonprofit is competing in a national competition to
win $20,000 to help feed the homeless
in Foggy Bottom.
John Murphy, assistant director
of kitchen operations for Miriam’s
Kitchen, is participating in the Sears
Chef Challenge. Voting will end this
Saturday for his chance to compete in
the finals.
Murphy is 600 votes behind the
current leader in the challenge and
has until Saturday to qualify for the
next round of the competition.
“Friends and colleagues were
enthusiastically spreading the word
through social networking media like
Facebook and Twitter,” Murphy said
of the voting.
Although he is currently the underdog in terms of votes, Murphy
said he is still optimistic about making it to the next round.
He smiled at the thought of qualifying, explaining that each chef who
makes it to the finals gets $5,000. He

said at Miriam’s Kitchen each meal
only costs $1, meaning 5,000 meals
could be served with the money.
In order to compete in the challenge, Murphy is forgoing his honeymoon for the chance to win the funds
to feed the local homeless population.
The chef got involved in the Sears
competition after a head corporate
chef from the department store contacted Murphy in August, asking him
to partake in the challenge. A total
of 24 chefs from around the country
were selected to take part in the competition.
Round one required each chef to do
four live cooking demonstrations at local Sears stores. As round one wound

"[My kitchen] focuses
on giving people
who have nothing
empowerment though
nutrients, not just
sustenance."
John Murphy

Chef at Miriam's Kitchen

down in August, voting began.
The voting period ends this Saturday and whittles down the number of
chefs to four, who will then travel to
Chicago to compete in an Iron Chefstyle cookoff to determine the final
winner.
Murphy has worked for about a
year at Miriam’s Kitchen, which is
tucked away in the Western Presbyterian Church on Virginia Avenue, just
off GW’s campus. The organization
works to serve fresh, healthy meals
to around 400 hungry and homeless
patrons everyday.
Murphy explained that Miriam’s
Kitchen works differently than other
kitchens because it follows a novel
food philosophy that “focuses on giving people who have nothing empowerment through nutrients, not just
sustenance,” he said.
He expressed his gratitude toward the local farmers market and
the GW community for their donations and volunteer efforts for the
nonprofit.
Before working at Miriam’s Kitchen, Murphy said he worked in the
culinary industry for nine years at
prestigious restaurants like BLD in
Los Angeles and Zengo and Sonoma
in D.C.
Those interested in voting for
Murphy in the competition can vote
online at www.sears.com/ChefChallenge. u

Energy secretary talks sustainability at Lisner Auditorium
White House to
add solar panels,
official says
by Priya anand
Contributing Editor
Kicking off a three-day
environmental conference
hosted by the White House
and the University, Secretary of Energy Steven Chu
announced plans to install
solar panels and a solar hot
water heater on the roof of
the White House Tuesday
morning in Lisner Auditorium.
Chu said the White
House will install
the solar technology in order to
begin a culture of
leading by example in the promulgation of sustainability efforts.
“Around the world, the
White House is a symbol
of freedom and democracy.
It should also be a symbol
of America’s clean energy
future,” Chu said, adding
that the U.S. is on track to
double its renewable energy capacity by 2012.
The
announcement
came on the heels of the
one-year anniversary of an
executive order signed by
President Barack Obama
charging the federal government to be a leader
in the crusade to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions,
conserve and efficiently

use resources and measure
and report greenhouse gas
pollution.
“Science is predicting that we’re altering the
destiny of the earth,” Chu
said, adding that people
must take action now for
the sake of future generations.
“Humans are changing
the climate, but we can do
something about it,” Chu
said.
University
President
Steven Knapp joined Chu
and Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack in delivering opening remarks for
the 2010 GreenGov Symposium, held at GW Oct.
5-7 in partnership with the
White House Council on

H
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Environmental Quality.
The symposium – symbolic of GW’s efforts to
promote sustainability on
campus – was designed to
bring together members of
the public and private sector to discuss innovative
ways to foster a more green
government.
“George
Washington,
like many institutions of
higher learning, has strongly embraced sustainability,
both as an academic subject
and principle guiding all
operations,” Knapp said.
Nancy Sutley, chair
of the White House CEQ,

rachel vorsanger | hatchet photographer

Secretary of Energy Steven Chu said that the White House needs to amp up its own sustainability efforts in order to be a role model for the rest
of the country. Chu spoke in Lisner Auditorium as part of the 2010 GreenGov Symposium, which was held Oct. 5-7.

said the White House has
also replaced Styrofoam
products with compostable
products, and discussed
first lady Michelle Obama’s
vegetable garden.
“This symposium is
about turning a mission

into practice and engaging minds and experiences
from inside and outside the
federal community to do
this in a way that fulfills
that enormous promise,”
Sutley said of Obama’s energy efficiency challenge.

SA senator confronts SA president
Questions e-mail
Lifton sent to
student-run blog
by Jamie blynn
Hatchet Staff Writer
In an otherwise calm
Student Association Senate
meeting, a Columbian College of Arts and Sciences
senator challenged SA President Jason Lifton Tuesday
night, accusing the president
of overreaching his authority
and threatening a student organization.
SA Sen. Jason Kaplan,
CCAS-U, questioned an email Lifton sent to The GW
Patriot, a student-run blog,
after a senate meeting late
last month. In the e-mail, Lifton confronted the Patriot on
what he called its inappropriate behavior and personal
attacks on specific senators,
and referred to its liveblog
comments as “completely out
of line and rude.”
Kaplan took offense to
Lifton’s reference to the SA as
“my organization.”
“I want it understood that
this is the students’ organization, not your organization,”
Kaplan said, reading from
prepared remarks. He continued, saying he was most concerned by what he perceived
as a threat by Lifton to restrict
the Patriot’s access to the SA.
“Your comments were
out of line and certainly do
not reflect the opinions of the
members of this senate,” Kaplan said.
Lifton responded to Kaplan’s attacks, saying he was

francis rivera | hatchet staff photographer

Student Association Sen. Jason Kaplan confronted SA President Jason Lifton Tuesday night at an SA Senate meeting. Kaplan charged Lifton with overreaching his authority and threatening a student-run blog.

"I want it
understood that
this is the students'
organization, not
your organization."
Jason kaplan
CCAS Senator

offended by the content in the
Patriot’s liveblog and did not
see responding to them as an
overreach of his executive authority.
“I think you’re think-

ing too much into the ‘my,’”
Lifton said. “I was offended
by [the Patriot’s] attacks and
I was speaking as the head
of this organization, not as
though it was mine.”
Kaplan said he confronted Lifton in public to catch
him off guard.
“He’s a smart guy, I know
he would have put something together that would
have contradicted everything
I had said,” Kaplan said. “He
needs to be held accountable
and I think that’s the problem
we’ve been having in the SA
in the past. Jason is walking
all over the SA thinking he is
above us, which is false. We
represent students just like he

does.”
While Kaplan said that
the “other senators did not
have the courage to step up
to [Lifton],” SA Sen. Travis
Holler, ESIA-U, noted that
Kaplan’s disagreement with
Lifton was a “waste of time.”
“I think it dragged the
meeting on longer and was
unnecessary,” Holler said.
“Jason handled it appropriately, though.”
Kaplan will introduce the
Student Association Accountability Bill to the Senate in the
upcoming SA meeting Oct. 19.
The bill will potentially create
an ethics committee that will
hold members of the SA accountable for their actions. u

Vilsack said the American experience and economy are being redefined and
the country can use energy
in a more innovative, creative way.
“You are very much involved in this part of the ef-

fort to redefine the American experience in addition
to the important work that
you’re doing in terms of
conserving natural resources and creating a more sustainable ethic in this country,” Vilsack said. u

Blue, Orange Line upgrades to
cause significant Metro delays
Service for Metrorail’s
Blue and Orange lines will
be severely disrupted over
Columbus Day weekend,
with no trains scheduled
to run through either line
at the Metro Center, Farragut West and McPherson Square stations.
While Metro Center
will still be open for Red
Line service, nearby stations Farragut West and
McPherson Square will be
closed from 10 p.m. Oct. 8
until the morning of Oct.
12.
Free shuttle service
around the closed stations
is being provided to take
riders from the Foggy
Bottom-GWU station to
Metro Center, where riders can take the Red Line.
Shuttles will pick up riders at 23rd Street.
Metro advised riders
to add an extra 40 minutes to their trip time if
they are traveling around
the work areas.
Metro characterized
the
three-day-weekend
work as “a major rehabilitation and rebuilding
project to improve safety,
to comply with a recommendation made by the

National Transportation
Safety Board and maintain service reliability and
a state of good repair,” according to a news release.
Service on the Blue
Line will be split, with
trains running between
Franconia-Springfield
and Foggy Bottom-GWU
stations, and also between
the Federal Triangle and
Largo Town Center stations.
On the Orange Line,
trains will operate from
Vienna/Fairfax-GMU to
Foggy Bottom-GWU, and
then between the Federal
Triangle and New Carrollton stations.
The work over the
weekend will involve replacing four track switches at McPherson Square
station, which Metro said
was an NTSB recommendation.
New track fasteners,
tracks and tunnel safety
lights will also be added.
Other safety measures
like emergency callbox
phones and lights will be
tested and replaced. Water leaks in tunnels will
also be repaired.

– Amy D’Onofrio
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Mixed-sex housing NYTimes columnist bashes pundits
told
decision imminent Herbert
students to avoid
Univ. to decide
fate of policy in
coming weeks
by Shaeera Tariq
Hatchet Staff Writer
After the issue lay dormant over the summer, the
University’s decision on
whether or not to implement gender-neutral housing will be made within the
next few weeks, according
to one of the issue’s main
advocates.
Michael Komo, a former Student Association
Senator and president of
Allied in Pride, led a highly
publicized effort last year,
urging the University to
implement gender-neutral
housing, which would allow students to opt into
living with members of the
opposite sex.
Last week, Komo met
with Peter Konwerski, the
University’s senior associate vice president and dean
of students, to discuss the
issue. Komo said the administration is close to
making its final decision on
whether or not the policy
will be passed for the 20112012 academic year.
“I’m very cautiously
optimistic that we will be
receiving a positive answer
this fall.” Komo said.
University
spokeswoman Michelle Sherrard
confirmed that the University is still in talks to decide
whether or not to implement the policy, but declined to give any updates
on where the University
stands on the issue until
a final decision has been
made.
“The University currently is evaluating the expansion of gender neutral
housing on campus,” Sherrard said. “We will provide
an update once a decision
has been reached.”
Komo said he hopes
these issues will become
active and available by the
fall of 2011, adding that Al-

lied in Pride will continue
to advocate for genderneutral housing in order to
ensure that GW transforms
into a “gay positive” community. In a community
like this, there are active resources available to LGBT
students such as the GW
LGBT Resource Center.
More than 60 colleges
and universities across the
country have implemented
the gender-neutral housing
policy, with an average of
almost 2 percent of the student population participating in the option.
“This would be a program where anyone who is
more comfortable rooming
with the opposite would be
able to do so,” said Komo.

"I'm very cautiously
optimistic that we
will be receiving
a positive answer
this fall."
Michael Komo

President of Allied in Pride

A second initiative,
which would create an
LGBT minor at the University, was also advocated for
by the SA and LGBT groups
last year, however, that issue has been stalled.
The minor would be offered through the Columbian College of Arts and
Sciences' Women’s Studies
Program and would focus
on issues related to members of the LGBT community.
Despite an initial enthusiasm, Daniel Moshenberg
– the chair of the Women's
Studies Program who initiated the creation of the
minor – said that there has
been little movement in regards to implementing the
curriculum.
“There are no updates,”
Moshenberg said. u

GSEHD seeks to
up graduation rates
Professor creates a
course to guide high
school students
by kara dunford
Contributing Editor
In an effort to incentivize
students to earn their diplomas, a counseling professor
created a program to match
high school curricula with
student’s career goals.
Roughly 25 percent of
Americans fail to graduate
high school each year, the
National Center for Education Statistics found, putting the United States at a
disadvantage in the global
market. Graduate School of
Education and Human Development professor Rebecca
Dedmond’s program, the
Freshman Transition Initiative, is aimed at eighth and
ninth graders and hopes to
encourage students to see it
through senior year.
“Everybody is talking
about dropouts and trying
to measure the number of
students who do not stay in
school,” Dedmond said. “I
was tired of people just talking about it. We needed to actually do something.”
Using 12 standards that
relate to a student’s personal
knowledge and abilities, students in the program find
after-school jobs and create a
10-year plan for their education and careers.
“The standards help students make better informed
decisions about taking more
challenging courses,” Dedmond said. “In career development, students take what
they know about themselves
and the world to make choices.”
Dedmond said using a
10-year plan rather than a
four- or five-year plan helps
students avoid struggling
with career choices once in
college.
“Students with a written, quantifiable plan are
far more likely to succeed in
their goals,” Dedmond said.
“If you’re going to make a 10year plan, you can’t just leave
it after ninth grade.”

courtesy of rebecca dedmond

Counseling professor has started
an effort to help local students
graduate high school.

Students revisit the plan
each year to make changes
based on new knowledge and
goals.
While Dedmond said
she is not sure of the exact
number of schools using the
curriculum, she said several
schools are offering courses
based on the initiative’s standards.

ion as fact. He called pundits’ messages “wackiness”
or “craziness,” and referred
to the pundits themselves as
“the crazies.”
“You can be an ideologue
and be well-informed about
your ideological position
and not be somebody like
Glenn Beck who believes
that Barack Obama has a
deep-seated hatred of white
people... If you’re going to
move from the standpoint of
no basis in fact and use that
as a means of informing the
public then I think you’re
doing the public a disservice,” Herbert said.
Herbert has been reporting for the New York Times
as an op-ed contributor since

sensationalism
by Bob reeve
Hatchet Reporter
New York Times columnist and veteran journalist
Bob Herbert stressed the
importance of journalistic
integrity and avoiding the
temptation to cover sensationalist stories Wednesday
night at the School of Media
and Public Affairs.
Herbert – a fellow this
year at SMPA – took issue
with the presentation of almost
every
popular
topic journalists
tackle, including
celebrity gossip,
political pundits,
Twitter and even
the weather.
“We treat the death of
Michael Jackson as though it
were somehow comparable
in our coverage to Sept. 11
or the death of a Kennedy
or Martin Luther King, Jr.,
or something like that and
that’s just craziness,” Herbert said to an intimate
crowd in an SMPA classroom. The lecture was the
first in a series Herbert will
be doing for SMPA.
“You trivialize a story
by sending someone out
there to get buffeted by the
wind or get rained on,” Herbert said. “It doesn’t make a
weather story more compelling to see a reporter getting
drenched.”
Herbert also heavily criticized pundits and talking
heads for presenting opin-
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1993, and his semi-weekly
columns often focus on urban affairs and the struggle
of working-class communities.
“I do reporting, I base my
opinions on fact, I interview
public figures, I interview
people who are affected by
issues of the day, I name my
sources, I quote people directly, that sort of thing, and
then I give my take on it, I
say, ‘This is what I think,’”
he said.
Herbert also expressed
disappointment in which
topics were thrown to the
wayside in favor of a hot
story.
“I think that all the journalistic outlets – newspapers, television and everyone else – have really blown
the coverage of the Great

Recession,” he said, adding that journalists should
“show middle-class families
who are showing up at food
pantries and food banks because people have been out
of work and suddenly no
longer have money even to
buy food.”
A heated question-andanswer session followed

the lecture, with several students taking issue with Herbert’s main idea that pundits
are crazy.
“The market demands
the kinds of content we create,” one student said.
To that remark, Herbert
replied, “I don’t think the
news should be driven by
the market.” u

State Dept. issues terror threat
Students abroad
warned of
potential attack
by Justin Kits
Hatchet Staff Writer
Despite a warning released by the U.S. Department of State Sunday indicating that Americans
traveling through Europe
are currently under a threat
of terrorist activity, some
GW
students
studying
abroad on the continent said
they aren’t concerned about
the possibility of an attack.
“I’ve only heard of the
increased terror threat in
passing,” said Hannah Traverse, a junior studying
abroad at King’s College
London for the semester. “I
feel like the fact that the terror threat in the U.S. never
seems to dip below ‘yellow’
is proof that there’s nothing
to be concerned about.”
On Sunday morning, the
State Department released
a nationwide alert that indicated there was probable
cause al-Qaida was planning to attack tourist loca-

tions throughout the continent.
“The State Department
alerts U.S. citizens to the potential for terrorist attacks
in Europe,” the statement
said. “Current information suggests that al-Qaida
and affiliated organizations
continue to plan terrorist attacks.”
Though the statement
made no mention of a particular country that was
particularly threatened, reports indicated that in the
past three weeks Britain,
France and Germany have
each raised its individual
levels of alert.
University spokeswoman Jill Sankey said the Office for Study Abroad has
been in contact with the 246
GW students studying at
various destinations across
Europe since the travel alert
was issued over the weekend. Sankey said that after
receiving news of the threat,
the University immediately
forwarded the travel advisory to students.
Tom Lawrence, a GW
senior also studying at
King’s College, agreed with
Traverse’s sentiments. Lawrence said he believed it
was “insanity” to live a life

in fear of a terrorist attack.
“Either there’ll be an
attack or there won’t, it’s
completely out of my power,” Lawrence said.
While students said they
did receive an e-mail from
the University, Lawrence
said the alert was the only
precautionary note he has
received.

"Either there'll
be an attack or
there won't, it's
completely out of my
power."
Tom lawrence
GW Senior

“I first heard about the
travel alert from [GW] but
I’m not sure what they’re
doing beyond letting us
know,” Lawrence said. “I
assume there isn’t much
they could do, for what it's
worth.”
While the alert mentioned that “public transportation systems and oth-

er tourist infrastructure”
could be potential areas for
terrorists to attack in the
near future, an official in
the State Department said
that Americans should not
change their travel plans.
“We are not, repeat not,
advising Americans not to
go to Europe,” Patrick Kennedy, the State Department’s
under secretary for management, said in a briefing.
Lawrence agreed that
despite the alert, it would
be unnecessary to cancel
his upcoming trip to travel
around Paris next weekend.
“I really don’t think
there’s a bigger target for terrorism than there is in D.C.,
so frankly if you pressed
me I’d say I’m much safer
abroad than I would be at
home,” Lawrence said.
Rachel Maher, a junior
studying at the London
School of Economics and
Political Science, said that
even if the threat is probable, she couldn’t imagine
students being a target.
“I feel like there are so
many millions of people in
London, that any terrorist
probably doesn’t care about
a handful of American students studying abroad,”
Maher said. u

SPHHS dean awarded prestigious prize
Heinz Foundation awards dean $100,000 for work with toxic chemicals
by caroline willauer
Hatchet Reporter

"Everybody is talking
about dropouts... I
was tired of people
just talking about
it. We needed
to actually do
something."
Rebecca Dedmond
GSEHD Professor

Matt Maynor, Assitant
Principal at Ridgeland High
in Georgia, said educators
struggled with the curriculum
of a previous “High School
101” course, but Dedmond’s
standards give teachers a better vision for the course.
“The new curriculum has
given teachers a vision for the
class,” Maynor said. “They
have a powerful tool to use
and everything is mapped
out for them so they don’t
have to struggle.” u

Elise Apelian | hatchet photographer

Bob Herbert, an SMPA fellow for the year, spoke about the need to
veer away from sensational styles of reporting.

jordan emont | hatchet staff photographer

School of Public Health and Health Services Dean Lynn Goldman
was awarded for her work from The Heinz Family Foundation.

The new dean for the
School of Public Health and
Health Services was the recipient of the prestigious Heinz
Family Foundation Award in
late September for her work in
researching ways to offset the
effects of toxic chemicals on
children.
Lynn Goldman, who was
appointed to her position at
the University in May, was
one of 10 individuals awarded
for her work in “addressing
global change in unique, innovative and powerful ways,”
according to the organization's
website.
“Several hazardous pesticides have been removed or
restricted, thanks to Dr. Goldman,” Teresa Heinz, the Heinz
Family Foundation’s founder,
said in a news release. “She has
been instrumental in securing
reforms that limit pesticides
in children’s food resulting in
lowering their accumulation
in children’s bodies.”
Goldman will be presented with her award at a ceremony in Washington, D.C., in
November.
The recognition – which
was created in the name of
the late Senator John Heinz
of Pennsylvania – includes a
$100,000 award and a medallion.
The award is something
that Goldman said she had

never imagined receiving.
“I thought I was dreaming at first,” Goldman said
of the moment she found out
she was a nominee. “Years
ago I was on the jury, the panel that selected who should
receive this award. I thought
it was a lot of fun! But it never
occurred to me that I’d be a
candidate."
Throughout her lengthy
career, Goldman has held
executive positions in the
California Department of Environmental Health, the Environmental Protection Agency
and most recently conducted
research on children’s environmental health at Johns
Hopkins University.
“That is what the Heinz
organization is recognizing, I
think,” Goldman said.
Goldman – who officially
began her new role as dean of
SPHHS less than two months
ago – said she has been able
to use her experience dealing
with diseases and the effects
of toxic chemicals, as well at
GW’s location in D.C., to help
teach students at the University.
“The HIV epidemic, the
epidemic of substance abuse,
violent crime, air pollution,
even clean drinking water –
these are all issues prevalent
right here in our capitol,”
Goldman said. “There are just
so many opportunities, and
our students have a wonderful impact.” u
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cbowman@gwhatchet.com
October 7, 2010 w Page 8

QuickTakes...

Jukebox The Ghost

“Everything Under The Sun”
(Yep Roc Records)

Simple, sunny and
stripped of all pretension, the band shines
on this second release.
The boys still channel
that same infectious
energy that took them
from playing house parties at GW to an appearance on “Letterman”
in just a few short years. Ben Thornewill’s tight
piano lines drive every song forward, backed
by the garagey stomp of Jesse Kristin, but it’s
Thornewill’s partnership with guitarist and vocalist Tommy Siegel that keeps Jukebox from
sounding like just another Ben Folds sound-alike. Disposable pop? Maybe, but this is still
more exciting and genuine songcraft than
anything on the radio these days.

–Jared Brenner

Arcade Fire

“The Suburbs”
(Merge Records)

While their previous
albums “Neon Bible”
and “Funeral” gripped
listeners
through
metaphors of death
and grief, the indierock band has taken a
slightly different direction with their latest album. “The Suburbs” is
inspired by band members Will and Win Butler’s upbringing in Houston, Texas. The first
song shares messages about family life from
the perspective of a parent, as Win expresses
his desire for a daughter. The band’s 1980s
synch-style influences, especially from their
mentors Bruce Springsteen and U2, can be
felt throughout the hour-long album.

–Farima Alidadi

Circa Survive

“Blue Sky Noise”
(Atlantic Records)

“Blue Sky Noise,”
released in late April,
gives the public a
glimpse of a more
mature Circa Survive,
while still maintaining
the magic that makes
Circa everything it is –
Anthony Green. Sans the usual scattered yet
genius lyrics, the album is an unfeigned conversation, delving deep into the heart and
soul of Green. The powerful music is a perfect
accompaniment to the escalating personal
strength of the singer. The lyrics intoxicate
listeners into seeing, feeling, tasting, smelling and touching the desperate world that is
Circa Survive.

-Kate Brendel

Sufjan Stevens

“All Delighted People EP”
(Asthmatic Kitty Records)

After a four-year
lapse in music-making
and comments of retirement from music
altogether, Sufjan Stevens has returned with
a new EP, “All Delighted
People,” released last
week. Roused by the images in schizophrenic
artist Royal Robertson’s apocalyptic and outré works, the album is a complete departure
from Stevens’ conceptual, narrative lyrical
style. It instead brings us to the depths of his
soul, where we are faced with his raw and primal yearning and anxiety, clawing to escape
in the form of ambient choral flourishes and
a raging orchestral maelstrom.

–Rosemary Kalonaros

$5, $10, $20

EVENTS THAT WON'T
BREAK THE BANK

On & On event with
DJs AutoRock and
Danny Harris at DC9
Saturday. - Free!

OKAY presents ex-pat
DJ Maurice Fulton at
U Street Music Hall
Sunday - $10

H

Built to Spill plays
9:30 Club with
ReVoLtReVoLt
Friday - $25

Humor writer
sells out Lisner

by cory weinberg
Hatchet Reporter

Famed humor writer and essayist David Sedaris performed at Lisner Auditorium Monday, sharing his views on morals,
Proposition 8 and chipmunks.
Sedaris, whose last five published essay collections have become New York
Times Best Sellers, showcased his latest
book, “Squirrel Seeks Chipmunk: A Modest Bestiary,” during the sold-out performance.
In the illustrated book, Sedaris adds a
twist to his typical social commentary by
personifying fictional animals.
“I was going to call them fables, but
fables have morals, and I don’t always,”
said Sedaris before reading an excerpt for
the audience.
Fans may not be familiar with Sedaris'
fiction, but the writer said the imagery that
animals evoke gives the stories a purpose
readers will recognize.
“I wanted to start writing fiction
again, and this seemed like a good way
to get into it,” Sedaris told The Hatchet.
“Everyone knows what a squirrel or a
chipmunk looks like, so you can just jump
right into the story.”
Sedaris also played a recording of
an audiobook portion of “Squirrel Meets
Chipmunk.” Despite this unusual practice for a live show, many fans are not only
accustomed to reading Sedaris’ witty stories, but also hearing it.

“I used to always listen to the recordings in the car with my dad, and that’s
how I got to know [Sedaris],” freshman
Alex Toltzis said.
Sedaris, who also frequently reads his
stories on the NPR show “This American
Life,” stressed to the audience that books
should function as both an audio and visual experience.
“A lot of people feel apologetic and
say, ‘I don’t read your books, I listen to
them.’ I don’t care," Sedaris said. "When
you read the book, you enter the world of
the book. But when you listen to a book, it
enters your world.”
Adding politics to his act, Sedaris
read his latest satirical essay, called “I
Break for Traditional Marriage,” told
from the perspective of a man outraged
over a judge ruling California’s Proposition 8 unconstitutional. The fictional
character is so disturbed by the idea of
same-sex marriage that he murders his
wife and daughter.
“The traditional marriage story was
very biting. When he’s relating satire, he
never tips his hand or breaks character,”
senior Derek Sarshad said.
Sedaris explained that although his
stories of political characters and protestors fare better with a D.C. audience, he
still tries to include a new political satire
on every tour.
“That’s the kind of thing I could never
save and publish later because it wouldn’t
be timely politically. People would say,

Photo courtesy of Anne Fishbein

David Sedaris, humorist and author, sold
out Lisner Monday and presented readings
from his latest book and other essays.

‘Bob Dole? He’s trying to get a laugh out
of Bob Dole?’” Sedaris told The Hatchet.
This year, Sedaris – who is openly gay
and often writes about his experience of
growing up as a “prissy” boy in the South
– thought satirizing the opposition of
Proposition 8 was a perfect fit in a “changing world.”
“I sometimes think I’m not gay
enough, but I don’t think it’s a big deal to
most people here. I think the way I write
about my life doesn’t seem totally different,” Sedaris said. “My dad has said to
me, ‘Why do you have to talk about your
boyfriend when you’re up there?’ I say,
‘You’re the only one who cares. Nobody
else gives a fuck.’” u

One-acts kick off 14th's season
Insanity and death abound in the Welcome Back One-Acts

by Bridget Cuddy
Hatchet Reporter
The 14th Grade Players
performed their first major
production of the year last
weekend, the Welcome Back
One-Acts, with a pinch of
insanity and a whole lot of
death.
The first act in the lineup
was “The Worker” — directed
by sophomore Mackenzie
Garrity — which takes a comedic look at the relationship
between a 1980s-era husband
and wife. The husband, played
by sophomore Julian SaccaSchaeffer, is a workaholic who
lives in a world in which being
fired is the equivalent of being
executed.
As played by sophomore
Alex Lowcher, the wife's storyline adds to the dystopian
mood with her desire for a
child pushing her to care for a
baby doll as if it were real, because her husband insists that
there will be “no children in
the house.”
“The Worker” was humorous and awkward, yet at the
same time had an underlying
sorrow to it that pervaded the
entire show.
The second act, “Naomi in
the Living Room,” directed by
senior Zephi Friel, had the audience members on the edge
of their seats with its unpredictability. Naomi, played by
sophomore Leah Holstein, is
an elderly woman with a bizarre sense of reality. Despite
her son and his wife's sorrow over the loss of their five
children, Naomi is alternately
welcoming and degrading,
especially to daughter-in-law

Photo courtesy of Chris Genovese

Actors portray the aftermath of a school shooting in "Bang, Bang, You're Dead" as part of the 14th
Grade Players' Welcome Back One-Acts this past weekend.

Johnna, played by freshman
Gracie Bayliss.
Of her character, Holstein
said that it was not all that difficult to act crazy.
“You have to let go of your
inhibitions, especially with the
orgasm on the couch,” Holstein said of a particular scene
where Naomi feigns an organism on her couch.
Holstein added that the
most difficult part of the role
was playing an old woman,
saying that director Friel kept
telling her during rehearsal,
“You’re sixty-five, you can’t
do that!”
The last act, “Bang, Bang,
You’re Dead,” directed by
sophomore Edward Churchill,
was the finale of the produc-

tion and tackled a much more
difficult subject — school
shootings. A freshman boy,
Josh, played by graduate
student Mark Bychowski, is
locked in a jail cell surrounded
by the spirits of five of his victims from a school shooting,
all dressed in black.
The emotional performance led the audience
through the events that led up
to the shooting, in an attempt
to find out why a nice student
would commit such an act.
“You eventually become
numb,” Churchill said about
directing such an emotionally
intense act.
Freshman Jillian Harclerode played the role of Emily
in the final play, who is a close

friend of the shooter and one
of his victims. She agreed with
Churchill and added, “It was
a real challenge… you have to
find a way to un-numb yourself.”
With insane old women
and school shooters, 14th
Grade Players’ one-acts definitely proved that the theater
group is anything but average.
But the threat of execution and
the sorrow of lost loved ones
don’t take away from what the
14th Grade Players are trying
to convey.
“14th is the most unique,”
co-executive producer Josh
Benjamin said in an e-mail.
“We accept anyone and everyone, and our only goal is to
have fun.” u
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services
WISDOM TEETH PAIN?
Get that handled now

Online classfied ads are available FREE to all
GW students and faculty.
• Non-GW clients pay a small fee for online posting.
• Print ads begin at $10 for the first 25 words, and $.30
per word beyond that.
• All classifieds should be placed online. If you cannot
access the internet, ads may be placed via email, fax or in
person at our office. An extra fee may apply.
The Hatchet accepts Visa, Mastercard, American Express
and Discover, as well as cash and check through our office.

Call 202-296-6600
Dr. Virginia Lee

JOBS

and prepII/ utility. Please
apply in person M-F between
10-2 at 2101 L St NW Washington, DC 20037 or email
your resume to jldyson@
erandis.com

SERVERS
COCKTAIL SERVERS
HOSTESSES
PRIVATE EVENTS ASSISTANT
SOCIAL MEDIA ASSISTANT

ARE YOU READY TO
MAKE SOME $$$?!

CANDIDATES SHOULD
MEET THE FOLLOWING
CRITERIA:

HUDSON RESTAURANT
& LOUNGE AT 2030 M
STREET NW, ONE OF THE
LIVELIEST LOCATIONS
IN THE WEST END, IS
CURRENTLY HIRING
FOR THE FOLLOWING
POSITIONS:

LITESTARS
The healthier quick bistro is
now hiring for the following
positions: cashiers, baristas,
counter attendants, prep I

* UPSCALE/CASUAL OR
FINE DINING EXPERIENCE
* PRACTICAL UNDERSTANDING OF MICROS
AND OPEN TABLE
* FRIENDLY AND ABLE

TO EFFECTIVELY WORK
WELL WITH OTHERS
* CLEAN LIFESTYLE
* MUST BE A SELFSTARTER
CANDIDATES ARE
ENCOURAGED TO APPLY ONLINE, AS WELL
AS DROP OFF YOUR
RESUME TUESDAYS,
BETWEEN 1PM AND
3PM. YOU CAN TAKE A
LOOK AT OUR WEBSITE
AT WWW.HUDSON-DC.
COM FOR MORE INFORMATION.

The
The New
New York
York Times
Times Syndication
Syndication Sales
Sales Corporation
500
500 Seventh
Seventh Avenue,
Avenue, New
New York,
York, N.Y. 10018
For
For Information
Information Call:
Call: 1-800-972-3550
1-800-972-3550
For
For Release
Release Saturday,
Saturday, September
September 25, 2010
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IN Brief
Pair of volleyball players
earn A-10 weekly honors
Volleyball players Katie Zulandt
and Rachael Goss were named Atlantic 10 Defensive Player of the Week
and Co-Rookie of the Week, respectively, the conference announced
Tuesday. It is the first weekly award
for both players.
Zulandt, a team captain for GW,
set a career high in kills last Sunday
with 13 in the Colonials’ 3-1 win over
Saint Louis, the team’s first-ever win
over the Billikens. The senior has
started all but one set for GW thus
far in the season and her 3.36 points
per set is ninth-best in the A-10.
Goss also set a career high
in kills last week, recording 16 in
GW’s 3-1 win over Virginia Commonwealth. Playing against her sister,
Duquesne’s Katie Goss, Rachael
had 14 kills and a career-best 15
digs in the Colonials’ 3-2 loss to the
Dukes.
After four games at home, the Colonials will be back on the road later
this week when they take on Rhode
Island in Kingston, R.I., this Friday.
First serve is scheduled for 7 p.m.

Last word
"You could see it right
from the get-go, how
focused he was, how
motivated he was."
–Scott Reed, men's water polo
head coach, on the performance of
GW goalie Cameron Illes, who tied a
program record with 19 saves against
Navy Wednesday night.
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The program-record tying number of
saves men's water polo goalkeeper
Cameron Illes had against Navy.

Illes ties save record in GW loss to Navy
by louis nelson
Sports Editor
The men’s water polo team
spent much of its game Wednesday night playing from behind.
After opening the game with a
goal to go up 1-0, GW’s opponent Navy scored twice to end
the first quarter with a 2-1 lead,
a lead it wouldn’t relinquish for
the remainder of the game.
It’s a familiar feeling for the
Colonials, who have struggled
early in games for much of the
season, and as a result have been
forced to play a lot of catch-up.
GW managed to stay in the game
though, pulling to within one in
the second quarter and to within
two midway through the fourth
quarter, swinging momentum
into its corner.
Each time, though, the Midshipmen responded, scoring
twice to enter halftime with a
6-3 lead and putting three quick
goals on the Colonials late in the
fourth quarter to put the game
on ice, an 11-6 win for Navy.
“That’s unfortunately the
way we’ve been playing all season,” sophomore goalkeeper
Cameron Illes said. “We get
down early and then we have
to play comeback and it’s been
hurting us this season because
we’ve been in a lot of close
games where we’ve ended up
on the losing end just by a few
goals. That’s definitely one of
our weaknesses.”
With a team comprising five
sophomores, six freshman and
just one senior, learning how to
play from behind and overcome
a deficit is something GW (510, 1-2 CWPA) head coach Scott
Reed said will come with time.
A big part of it, he said, will be
learning to keep up a level of
consistency that was lacking
against the Midshipmen.
“It’s always gonna be frustrating. It’s just a matter of
maintaining that intensity level,
and it takes a lot of practice to
do that, it takes a lot of games
to do that,” Reed said. “Against
a team like Navy that’s very
physical, very strong, you relax
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Sophomore goalie Cameron Illes' 19 saves against Navy Wednesday night tied a program record. The Colonials struggled
to keep the Midshipmen off the board though, and fell 11-6 in their second-to-last home game of the season.

for a single moment and then
all of a sudden you’re giving
up two more goals just like that.
That has a lot to do with experience.”
One bright spot for the Colonials Wednesday night was
the play of Illes, whose 19 saves
against Navy tied a program
record held by three others, including Illes himself, who also
had 19 saves last season against
MIT.
“I definitely felt good and I
knew I had more saves than usual,” Illes said. “I had some big
saves that felt pretty good and
I think I made some saves that
gave us some momentum. But
like I said, once you get down,
you have to play catch-up, it’s
hard to get that back.”
Reed said he was especially
impressed with Illes’ performance.
“That was the best I’ve seen
him this season,” Reed said.

“You could see it right from
the get-go, how focused he was
and how motivated he was. He
doesn’t like to lose to Navy.”
Even with Illes’ strong night
in goal, the Colonials struggled
to keep the Midshipmen off

"I definitely felt good
and I knew I had more
saves than usual."
Cameron Illes

Men's Water Polo Goalkeeper
the board, especially in transition, where GW has struggled
significantly this season. Freshman Paul Deasey said that
even though Navy put 11 goals
on Illes, the goalie couldn’t be

blamed for most of them.
“The transition defense was
again our problem,” Deasey
said. “When they’re getting fast
breaks and one-on-nobodies,
there’s really nothing [Illes] can
do in the cage unless he makes
a spectacular save, which he’s
done.”
Deasey and Illes both said
that transition defense had been
a focus in the team’s recent
practices, but that stopping opponents from getting fast break
goals has been and will continue
to be a challenge for the team.
Hopefully by the end of the
season, Reed said, the mistakes
GW made against Navy will be
a thing of the past.
“We were just making some
silly little mistakes in there,” he
said. “The hope is by the end
of the season, we’re solving all
these problems and we’re not
gonna make these same mistakes
the second time around.” u

