An independent student newspaper • Serving the GW community since 1904

Monday
Ocotober 25, 2010

Vol. 107 • Iss. 21

Hatchet
The GW

Always online:
www.Gwhatchet.com

Colonials scrimmage at Smith Center Liquor cases sent
Fans get first look at 2010-2011 men's basketball team
by Louis nelson
Sports Editor

GW men’s basketball fans got
their first look Friday night at a
2010-2011 Colonials team that returns all but one player from last
year’s 16-15 squad and is entering this season’s campaign with
something to prove.
In eight of their 10 conference losses last season, the Colonials fell by nine points or fewer,
including a four-point loss at
Charlotte, a one-point loss to
La Salle and a pair of losses to
Richmond – an NCAA tournament team a year ago – by five
and four points, respectively.
In a preseason Atlantic 10 poll
released last week, the conference’s coaches and media predicted GW to finish 10th in the
14-team conference.
“It’s bulletin-board material,
when you think about it,” sophomore Aaron Ware said. “We’re
picked 10th in the conference,
nobody expects anything of us.
We have four of the five starters returning, and yet we’re not
talked about, but I think that’s
good.”
The underdog role is one
Ware said he and his teammates
will cherish as they look to prove
their doubters wrong in the A-10
this season.
“We’re ready,” Ware said. “I
think we’re under the radar this
year a little bit, which is good. I
think we’re gonna surprise a lot
of people with our play on the
court.”
Surprising people this year
will mean winning some of the
games in which the team fell just
short last season. Making that
happen, Hobbs said, will require
a cocktail of getting turnovers
and creating offense more efficiently.
“I think, number one, we got
to continue to defend. I think we
got to create some turnovers to
See BBALL: Page 5

by Nicole Mortimer
Hatchet Reporter
The number of liquor law violations sent to Student Judicial
Services has dropped 80 percent
overall since 2005, according to
a recent report on crime statistics released by the University.
A total of 1,253 liquor law
violations were referred to SJS
in 2005 from the Foggy Bottom
and Mount Vernon campuses,
a number that dropped to 249
cases in 2009.
University Police Department Chief Kevin Hay attributed the decline in reported liquor
law violations to a change in reporting guidelines, which Hay
said make it easier to determine
when a liquor law violation
should be recorded and report-

by Priya Anand
Contributing News Editor
A female reported to the Metropolitan Police Department that her
laptop had been snatched out of her
hands Friday night in the heart of the
Foggy Bottom Campus, but no Crime
Alert was sent out to the GW community about the incident.
According to an MPD alert sent
out over a community listserv, the
victim’s laptop was allegedly stolen
in a building on the 2100 block of G
Street. The suspect entered the area
where the victim was sitting with “a
confused look,” approached her and
snatched the computer at about 10:35

Two GW Law School professors
have endorsed a California ballot
proposition calling for the taxation
and control of marijuana, similar to
alcohol regulations.
Proposition 19 would allow adults
over the age of 21 to cultivate and
purchase up to one ounce of marijuana for consumption without criminal
punishment.
The measure would grant the
state and local governments the authority to tax the sale of cannabis,
which could be consumed at home or
in a licensed establishment.
Professors Eric Sirulnik and Paul
Butler are among 67 law professors
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Sophomore Tim Johnson dunks on freshman Nemanja Mikic in Friday night's Buff and Blue
Game scrimmage. Johnson was held scoreless in the game and Mikic had eight points.

p.m. The victim attempted to clutch
her laptop, but she was overpowered
by the suspect and let go. He ran out
the door and into a white Infiniti
G35 four-door vehicle, and the car
was last seen heading north on 22nd
Street.
A similar incident a few weeks
ago – in which a female student had
her laptop stolen from in front of her
in the Gelman Starbucks – warranted
a GW Crime Alert, but University officials said they did not send a Crime
Alert to the community in this case
because the University Police Department “did not have a good description of the assailant,” UPD Chief
Kevin Hay said.
University spokeswoman Michelle Sherrard said that under the
Clery Act – which requires GW to
release information about crime statistics on campus – a Crime Alert is
See LAPTOP: Page 5

Clery Act:
The Clery Act requires
colleges to provide timely
warnings of crimes that
represent a threat to
safety and to make their
campus security policies
available to the public.
The act also requires
colleges to collect, report
and share crime data
to everyone on campus
and to the Department of
Education annually.

"...[Marijuana] has been
illegal for years, and it
hasn't worked."
eric sirulnik
GW Law Professor

nationwide who signed an open letter
of endorsement on the Yes on Prop 19
website, arguing that marijuana prohibition has proven to be an unsuccessful policy.
“As with alcohol prohibition, this
approach has failed to control marijuana, and left its trade in the hands
of an unregulated and increasingly

violent black market,” the letter said.
The letter also said marijuana laws
were “forged in racism” and their application has been disproportionately
enforced against “young people of
color.”
Sirulnik said he supports the legalization of marijuana for private
use everywhere, and that the criminal
justice system is not always the solution to a problem.
“You begin with the fact that
[marijuana] has been illegal for years,
and it hasn’t worked,” Sirulnik said.
“A common definition of insanity is
trying the same thing over and over
again and expecting a different result.”
See MARIJUANA: Page 5
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Tutors say Language
Center goes unused
by Kara Dunford
Contributing News Editor
The Language Center, a service for students taking foreign
language classes, offers hours of
free language tutoring daily, but
tutors say students rarely use
the program.
The center, which offers free
tutoring in 12 languages and
employs 18 tutors, is funded by
a $50 to $80 language course fee,
which is required for some language classes.
Alexandra Pollock, an Arabic tutor at the center, said only
10 students regularly seek out
her help. There are about 350
students registered for Arabic
classes, according to the registrar.
“Last week it was a bit busier, but this whole week no one
has come in,” Pollock said.
Other tutors echoed Pol-

lock’s sentiment, saying some
students regularly use the service but many do not know of
its existence.
“For some languages it is
more popular, but I only see
three or four students who come
in on a regular basis,” Caleb Dependahl, a Chinese tutor, said.
About 200 students are registered for Chinese classes this
fall.
Each language is offered at
least twice a week in time blocks
ranging from one to five hours.
Pollock said she doesn’t
think many students are aware
of the tutoring service.
“I don’t see a lot of advertising around campus,” she
said. “I’m not sure how many
students know that we’re here
and that we’re open much of the
week until 8 p.m.”
See LANGUAGE: Page 5
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GW law professors support pot legalization
by Priya Anand
Contributing News Editor

ed for University records.
Hay said liquor law violations that are referred for disciplinary action include being in
possession of open containers
of alcohol, being publicly intoxicated and underage drinking.
“In other words, we may
have a liquor law case due to
an open container that does not
include intoxication. Or we may
have someone who is drunk,
who has no open container,” he
said.
Hay declined to go into further detail on why the decrease
was so large, saying he thinks it
may be due to a mixture of fewer students violating liquor laws
and the change in liquor law reporting regulations.

Number of violations at GW referred to SJS

Laptop snatched near 21st and G
University said it lacked
sufficient information on
suspect to send Crime Alert

to SJS drop, as
drug cases rise

Band-Aids: Not a cure for Gelman

Opinions writer Douglas Cohen calls for a lasting cure
for Gelman Library's ailments. • Page 4

Writing Center
sees increase
in users

Partying for pay

Tutors say new
location accounts for
increase in use.
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Student DJs and club promoters work as hard as they
play. • Page 6
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GW eyes Kennedy Center parking spots
University looks to rent spots when the G Street
garage is demolished. • Page 3

Security lighter in Vern freshman halls

Less crime cited as reason for security difference.
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Drug lab found in
Georgetown dormitory
Two Georgetown students and one
University of Richmond student were
arrested Saturday and are being charged
with manufacturing a controlled substance, after police uncovered a drug lab
in a freshman dorm on the Georgetown
campus.
Georgetown’s campus police uncovered the lab Saturday morning in Georgetown’s Harbin Hall, and after initially
believing the lab was for methamphetamine, it concluded that the chemicals
found in the room were for the production of dimethyltryptamine, or DMT, a
hallucinogenic drug.
The lab was uncovered when a resident of the dormitory called campus
police at 5 a.m. to report a strange odor
emanating from a ninth-floor room.
Upon arrival, officers found “a variety
of chemicals,” D.C. Fire Department
spokesman Pete Piringer told the Washington Post. Piringer added that officers
found heating equipment and a ventilation system in the room.
The dorm was evacuated shortly
thereafter, and 400 students in their pajamas were displaced while the Drug Enforcement Administration investigated
the lab.
Georgetown’s Vice President of Student Affairs Todd Olson sent an e-mail
to the Georgetown community Saturday
night addressing the incident and subsequent arrests on campus, the Georgetown Voice – a student-run blog – reported.
“This kind of incident is very unusual in our community,” Olson said.
“Please know that we work actively to
educate our students and to enforce our
policies and the law.”
Olson said the DEA confirmed that
students living in the dorm were not at
risk for medical issues due to the lab,
and all hazardous materials had been removed from the room.

–Emily Cahn

CORRECTION
In, “German Club, PB host first Oktoberfest,” (Oct. 24, Beyond the Books) The
Hatchet incorrectly reported the number
of people who attended the event. A coordinator for the event put the number
closer to 800.

Francis Rivera | hatchet staff PHOTOGRAPHER

Ashley Deitrich, a sister in Pi Beta Phi, competes during the Greek Week pool relay Saturday. Greek Week started last Thursday and continues until
Wednesday. The annual event helps bring the Greek-letter life community together.
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Tent city in Kogan Plaza

Greek Week

Beer and brats

Some students slept on cardboard
boxes for homelessness awareness.

Fraternities and sororities competed against
each other in Nickelodeon-themed events.

Hundreds of students celebrated
Oktoberfest in Anniversary Park Saturday.
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Going Viral: How Campaigns are
Using Social Media

Moderated by Politico’s Ben Smith, the panel
discussion will look at the ways candidates
used social media this election cycle.
Jack Morton Auditorium • 6:30 p.m.
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“An Eye on Food” Film Series

Negotiating with Iran

Campfires and Cocoa

Ana Sofia Joanes, producer and
director of “Fresh,” will screen and
discuss her film about sustainable
farming.
Funger Hall 108 • 7 p.m.

The U.S. Department of State’s John Limbert,
deputy assistant secretary for Iran, will share his
experiences as a Foreign Service officer and discuss
his new book about Middle Eastern diplomacy.
Lidner Family Commons • 6 p.m.

Relax by the campfire with free
hot cocoa and food to relieve your
midterm stress as part of Wacky
Wednesday.
Mount Vernon Quad • 9 p.m.
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MFA purchases German Embassy GW eyes Kennedy
Medical Faculty
Associates to
expand services
by bilikisu adeyemi
Hatchet Reporter
GW Medical Faculty Associates purchased a nearby
building housing an embassy for $49.5 million this
month to expand the medical group’s workspace.
The MFA – a nonprofit
that separated from the
University in 2000 – cites its
growth as the reason for the
additional building, and the
group plans to occupy the
space at 2300 M St. as current tenants, the German
Embassy, move out. The
embassy is slated to move
between 2013 and 2014.
“There
are
various
plans in discussion for the
space… As leases expire,
we may relocate any number of clinical services to
the space,” said Kathryn
Kennedy McGriff, director
of marketing for the MFA
said.
The 120,000-square-foot
building was purchased
from the Carlyle Group and
Aon Corporation.
The embassy started
leasing the space in the fall
of 2009 while renovations

on the embassy’s original
building were ongoing.
McGriff said parts of the
nine-story building are unoccupied and are undergoing renovations.
“Some MFA providers will begin moving into
moderately renovated space
early next year,” McGriff
said.
She said the MFA has
47 medical and surgical
specialties, and the group
is expanding its services.
McGriff said the MFA isn’t
certain on what specific
medical services will be offered in the new building.
About 550 doctors are
part of GW MFA, and they
see patients at GW as well
as Howard and Sibley Hospitals in the District, and
some Virginia hospitals.
McGriff
confirmed
that MFA physicians have
looked for additional office space for the past two
years. They had previously
considered a Verizon building located at 21st and L
streets.
She said that in the last
18 months the group has expanded to space in Fairfax
and Montgomery counties
in Virginia, as well as in upper northwest D.C.
“The MFA expects this
expansion to continue at an
farid hashemi | hatchet PHOTOGRAPHER
accelerated pace over the
next few years,” McGriff GW Medical Faculty Associates will expand its offices to 2300 M St.
after the German Embassy moves out of the building.
said. u

Center parking spots
Univ. looks to rent
spots when G St.
garage is demolished
by Maryann tandros
Hatchet Staff Writer

GW is looking to lease parking spaces from the Kennedy
Center and the Square 54 development project to compensate
for spaces that will be lost when
the University demolishes its
parking garage in the next two
years. The demolition will make
way for the Science and Engineering Complex.
Susi Cora, a director of real
estate planning and project
management, said GW wants
to lease about 350 spaces from
the Kennedy Center.
Kennedy Center spokesman John Dow said the details
of the arrangement have yet to
be determined.
“At this point there is no
agreement with GW,” Dow
said. “The two sides are discussing the possibility of leasing the
spaces.”
University spokeswoman
Michelle Sherrard declined to
comment on the price of the
leases or how long the leases
will last, but said the 2007 Foggy Bottom Campus Plan called

for the replacement of the University Parking Garage with an
academic building and the redistribution of parking to other
campus areas.
Cora told residents at the
Foggy Bottom and West End
Advisory Neighborhood Commission meeting earlier this
month that in the zoning order
for the campus plan, the D.C.
Zoning Commission said GW
would need to utilize off campus parking to meet zoning
laws.
The parking deck that will
be torn down for construction
of the SEC contains more than
1,400 parking spaces.
Cora said spaces from the
Kennedy Center and Square 54
– located across the street from
the SEC site – will keep parking
levels “somewhat consistent,
which historically since 2007
has been well above the 2,800
spaces required.” She said the
University’s total number of
parking spaces will range between 3,000 to 4,000.
A parking garage is also
planned to be built in the 2000
block of G Street, and is expected to add an additional 392 underground spaces and 58 spaces
on the surface.
Cora said GW would see
the off-campus parking at the
Kennedy Center in the summer
of 2011 or 2012, depending on
Zoning Commission timing. u

Local residents push WMATA to build second Metro exit
Crowds at Foggy
Bottom Station prompt
calls for renovation
by Nicole Mortimer
Hatchet Reporter
Some local residents are pushing
for a second Metro entrance at the
Foggy Bottom station, but a spokesman for the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority said the
plan is not yet on the books.
Steven Taubenkibel, a spokesman for Metro, said he didn’t have
information about a potential second entrance, adding that WMATA
is currently focusing on renovations
on the current entrance to the Foggy
Bottom station, which include new
escalators and a canopy.
“[The renovations] are part of
a larger rehabilitation contract also
approved last summer,” he said,
adding that the funds for that work
are coming from a four-year, $177
million contract.
Rebecca Coder, chair of the local
Advisory Neighborhood Commission, asked a director in GW’s Office
of Real Estate if the University was

planning to aid WMATA with building a new entrance during construction of the Science and Engineering
Complex, which is set to begin as
early as 2011.
“Foggy Bottom Metro is top five
[trafficked Metro station], it’s the
only one with a single entrance,”
Coder said. “As we do this, there’s
parking, but that’s only going to get
us so far. I mean these streets are so
congested as it is.” She referenced
the likely traffic increase Foggy Bottom will see in 2010 due to the opening of apartments and retail space at
The Avenue – located on Square 54
across from the Metro station – and
with the upcoming SEC construction.

"Foggy Bottom Metro is
top five [trafficked Metro
station], it's the only one
with a single entrance."
rebecca coder

Chair
Advisory Neighborhood Commission

Susi Cora, director of real estate
planning and project management
for GW, said a second entrance was
contemplated during the development of Square 54 but WMATA decided against the plan.
“I don’t recall a reason why
WMATA did not pursue it at that
time,” Cora said.
Michael Akin, assistant vice
president of the Office of Government, International and Community
Relations, said GW’s commitments
under the 2007 Foggy Bottom Campus Plan leave an area near the corner of I and 22nd streets vacant.
“The commitments we made
under the campus plan [said] future
development will not impede the
installation of the Metro site, so we
can’t develop the white townhouse
area in such a way that we’d impede
the development of the Metro site,”
Akin said, referring to the Women’s
Studies building across from the
University Parking Garage.
University spokeswoman Michelle Sherrard said Friday that the
D.C. Zoning Commission’s order
approving the Square 54 project required a $100,000 "WMATA Design
and Engineering Contribution" from
Square 54 developer Boston Properties, as a “project amenity and public benefit.”

Map by Eve Chan

Sherrard said the contribution
was made to assist with design and
engineering fees associated with
the potential second entrance at the
Metro station.
The Zoning Commission said
if no second entrance was planned,
Boston Properties would need to
contribute the $100,000 to the Hous-

ing Production Trust Fund, which
was established to provide funds to
build affordable housing in D.C.
Sherrard said this stipulation
was made because the Zoning Commission recognized that Square 54
would likely be constructed before
WMATA considered a second entrance. u

Security lighter in More students use Writing Center
Vern freshman halls Tutors say new
Less crime cited
as reason for
security difference
by MARIELLE MONDON
Senior Staff Writer
Freshman residence halls
on the Mount Vernon Campus
have lighter campus security
than Foggy Bottom Campus
halls do, which administrators
credit to an overall lack of crime
on the more suburban campus.        
Unlike freshman residence
halls on the Foggy Bottom
Campus, Mount Vernon freshman residence halls do not require nonresidents to sign in at
the front desk and do not have
posted security guards.
Darrell Darnell, the senior
associate vice president for
safety and security, said there
has not been any indication that
the Vern requires the same level
of security as Foggy Bottom.
This has been a long-standing policy for the Vern but with
West Hall's opening this fall,
about 300 more students are living on the suburban campus.
“We think with the officers
that we have there, they’re able
to adequately patrol Mount
Vernon without being physically stationed within West Hall
on a full-time basis like Thurston House and the Potomac
House,” Darnell said.
He added that with the
increased number of residents
living on the Vern this year, the
policy could potentially be reevaluated.
“I think now that we have
the increase of number of students it might entail that we
actually have to do that,” Darnell said. “But so far, we haven’t
seen any indication that we
need that level of security at
Mount Vernon.”
According to University

Police Department crime statistics, there have been four reports of burglaries on the Vern
just in the first two months
of the school year — three in
West Hall and one in Somers
Hall. There were five reports of
burglaries on the Vern in 2009,
down from nine reports each
in 2008 and 2007. There were
103 reports of burglaries on
Foggy Bottom in 2009, and 122
in 2008.
While the University currently has no officers stationed
at the front desk of each Vern
residence hall consistently, students wary of suspicious behavior are still urged to contact
UPD.

"I think it's a little
weird that this is the
exception, but I don't
see it as a problem."
Rachel weinstein
Freshman

“Residents who observe
someone who doesn’t appear
to be a resident trying to enter
a GW residential building without a GWorld card or who is
unaccompanied by another resident should contact GWPD,”
University spokeswoman Candace Smith said.
Rachel Weinstein, a freshman living in West Hall, said
she does not mind the lighter
security.        
“I think it’s a little weird
that this is the exception, but
I don’t see it as a problem,”
Weinstein said. “It’s kind of
nice, because I’ve gone to freshman dorms on Foggy and you
have to stand there and give
them your ID and sign in and
everything. I don’t feel unsafe,
personally.” u

location accounts
for increase in use

"We want to
connect research
and the writing
process."

by Emily Cirillo
Hatchet Reporter
An uptick in visitors
this semester has forced
the Writing Center to hire
new tutors and extend
hours for current tutors in
hopes of meeting student
demand for the center.
The Writing Center
saw a 26 percent increase
in students receiving tutoring last week compared
to the same week last year,
said Christy Zink, who
was appointed as the new
director of the Writing
Center in August.
Employees of the Writing Center attribute the increase in students seeking
free tutoring to the center ’s
visible location in Gelman
Library. The center used to
be located in Rome Hall.
Derek Malone-France,
the new executive director of the program, said although the Writing Center
space in Gelman is smaller
than the space in Rome
Hall, the move has been
beneficial.
“The idea behind the
move is that research and
writing is [done] at the
library,”
Malone-France
said. “We want to connect
research and the writing
process.”

Derek
Malone-France
Executive Director
Writing Center

catherine Finsness | hatchet PHOTOGRAPHER

Maureen Quinn receives help from Writing Center tutor Erin
Andrews in Gelman Library. The center has seen more visitors this fall.

Zink said the relocation has allowed the Writing Center to form a better
relationship with research
librarians, which in turn
helps tutors learn to edit
both for grammar and
style, as well as for proper
research techniques and
methodologies.
“The partnership be-

tween the librarians and
the Writing Center makes
the research writing advanced,” Zink said. “The
space allows this partnership, which is exciting.”
Tutors said with the
rise in traffic, tutors work
more hours each week than
in previous semesters. The
center is currently training

more tutors, who will begin next semester.
“The new location
makes people aware that
we even exist and is more
convenient for students
already in Gelman,” Tara
Dorfman, a senior who
has been a tutor since her
sophomore year, said.
“Since there are fewer
tutors the number of hours
have increased,” Kelly
Zentgraf, a senior, said.
“But new tutors are being
trained now.”
Zink said there is no
average year or major of
students seeking help, but
professors across the University encourage students
to go to the center. MaloneFrance said the center is
still looking to grow.
“Our next step is advertising so even more
students know about what
is going on,” said MaloneFrance. “We want to hear
suggestions from students
to make this program even
better.” u
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"A common definition of insanity is trying the same thing over and over again and
expecting a different result."
–Eric Sirulnik, a professor of law, about the continued enforcement of marijuana laws.
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Staff Editorial

Band-Aids: Not a
cure for Gelman

A Georgetown campus tour
by Sara Fischer

Communication
failures continue

Minor renovations detract from an
effective overhaul of our library

Weeks after an off-campus rape
highlighted the lack of communication
between the University Police Department and the Metropolitan Police Department, an on-campus robbery Saturday involving both departments raised
the same issue once again. This incident
demonstrates that even when both UPD
and MPD respond to the same crime, the
two departments fail to communicate
effectively. This lack of communication
is potentially harmful to students, and
needs to be rectified immediately.
The robbery occurred on the block
of 21st and G streets Saturday evening,
when the suspect, who remains at large,
stole a student’s laptop and fled. The
victim called MPD first, and UPD arrived later, but the two incident reports
differed.
MPD’s report featured more pertinent details like the suspects height,
clothing and a description of the suspect’s vehicle. UPD’s report included
only the suspect's race and did warrant
sending a Crime Alert to students. Under the Clery Act, campus police officers are required to notify students of
ongoing threats on campus. But those
departments are also allowed to practice case-by-case discretion when deciding whether or not they have a detailed
enough description to warrant a Crime
Alert. In the case of Saturday’s robbery,
UPD did not believe it had enough information to send a Crime Alert, but
if UPD had asked metropolitan police
for additional information, GW would

...[The] robbery shows that
the two departments are not
doing enough to share vital
information that will keep
students informed and safe.
probably have sent out an alert.
This incident reiterates the need for
these two departments to communicate
better and in a way that will keep students informed and safe on campus.
If MPD and UPD respond to the same
incident and have their own individual
reports covering that incident, they need
to share the information with each other.
Students are ultimately being affected by this glaring communication
failure. Crime Alerts notify students of
threats, and yet students have yet to
learn of Saturday’s crime via a UPD-issued Infomail. We understand that UPD
did not have a detailed enough account
of the suspect to send out an alert, but
the fact that the information was included in MPD’s report proves that someone
in both departments did not think to
compare reports. By not doing so, UPD
and MPD deprived students of information essential to their safety.
This is not the first incident this semester that illustrated a need for improved communication between MPD
and UPD. An alleged rape that occurred
weeks ago near Washington Circle was
obviously an incident of student concern and posed a threat to the community. However, MPD did not notify UPD
of the crime, and so UPD was not able to
inform students of the incident until the
following evening.
But with an on-campus crime that
both MPD and UPD respond to, University police have an obligation to find out
what metropolitan police have learned
about a crime. Though officials say the
departments communicate regularly, the
robbery shows that the two departments
are not doing enough to share vital information that will keep students informed
and safe. Someone in either department
needs to step up and improve this communication, as failing to do so could be
dangerous.
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GW students need time
to recharge
The University should add a fall break

A

s we move into the second The timing of such a break would
half of the fall semester, it also allow the many politically acis a good time to take a mo- tive students of GW to fully parment and think about where we are ticipate in elections by giving them
and where we want to be — both the all-important final weekend
as students and as a community. before Election Day to work on Get
Looking back at the past few weeks, Out the Vote efforts in neighboring
it is hard not to feel both a sense of states, while not having to sacriaccomplishment and a sense of ex- fice class time or falling behind on
haustion after two months straight school work.
of school, and all that
In his argument for
comes with it.
a fall break, Braslavsky
To that end, many of
noted the challenge of
us share the feelings of
the current schedule,
being tired and burned
saying that “every year
out after the late nights
in mid-October, while
studying for midterms
midterms are still going
and writing papers, not
on, students are expectto mention planning the
to host their parents
Bradley Dlatt ed
many events held in the
for a weekend.” If GW
past few weeks. There is
wants to create the best
Columnist
a clear solution here: GW
possible schedule for
needs a fall break.
students, the University
Last year, fellow Hatchet col- should move Colonials Weekend
umnist Tom Braslavsky made a to the first weekend of October
case for GW to join Georgetown, and add fall break to the end of the
American, Howard and seven of month. This would allow students
the eight Ivy League universities to truly enjoy parents weekend by
in this country by scheduling a fall not having the added stress of midbreak for students. After thinking terms that start as soon as parents
about what we have done this se- leave. It would also provide stumester, and the many things that dents with a break to return home
each of us has left to do, now is the to see family a month later. GW's
time to contemplate and expand on fall break could ultimately serve as
Braslavsky’s call for GW to seriously consider a fall break.
The case for a fall break at GW
seems selfish at first. After all, why
This calendar change
should our parents pay for us to
would pave the way
go to one of the most expensive
schools in the country only to have
for a better rested
us receive extra time off? Why lose
class days that need to be made up
and more productive
in December? Don’t reading days
before finals make more sense?
student body.
While these questions have
some level of legitimacy, a fall
break would provide students
with a chance to recharge after a way to improve student temperatwo months of class and weeks of ment and better the quality of Comidterm papers and exams. When lonials Weekend by removing the
looking at the need for a fall break additional anxiety that midterms
and at the current GW fall sched- bring during the middle of Octoule, here is what I propose as the ber.
most logical solution:
Though much has been accomGW should create a four-day plished in the first half of fall 2010,
fall break that consists of giving the the administration should strongly
first two days after the last week- consider opening the discussion of
end in October off – essentially an adding a fall break. This calendar
extended weekend. To supplement change would pave the way for a
this, GW should direct faculty to better rested and more productive
schedule midterm exams and pa- student body during the stresspers during the two weeks preced- filled November and December
ing this time off, creating a period months that lie ahead.
between midterms and finals that
–The writer, a senior majoring
allows students to rest, recharge
in political science, is a Hatchet
and prepare for the work ahead.
columnist.
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here is no question All the minor changes do not
that Gelman Library solve the fact that there are
needs improvements, still not enough group study
upgrades and modifica- rooms, it is impossible to find
tions. The drab, crowded, a seat on Sunday night and
uninspiring building is there are not enough comfilled with broken and un- puters or printers. With the
comfortable furniture, an University publicly stating
inadequate venthat fundraising
tilation system
for the library is
Douglas Cohen
and a scarcity of
low, GW must
modern technolconserve money
Writer
ogy.
for a major overThis
simhaul rather than
ple and unavoidable fact for a small facelift.
remains: Gelman needs a
Every time the Universicomplete overhaul. Last ty adds a new piece of furniyear, University Librarian ture, it gives GW an excuse
Jack Siggins told The Hatch- to put off large-scale renoet that because only minor vations. Incentives to enchanges had been made gage in long-term changes
to the library's infrastruc- to Gelman disappear when
ture in the last thirty years, the administration can conGelman's resources are un- tinue to point to its investable to handle inevitable ment in short-term reform.
student growth and evolv- Students should speak out,
ing technology.
consistently and loudly, if
The question is, what is they want Gelman to be rethe most sensible and prac- modeled.
tical way to completely reEven if the first floor
model Gelman?
were to be remodeled as
Our current methods of planned, five other floors
improving Gelman are inef- remain and fixing those
fective. Throwing money at will be no easy task. At this
the library to implement in- point, it will take just as
consequential changes like much effort to convince the
repaving the outside en- University to remodel all of
trance, providing new fur- Gelman as it would for just
niture and refurbishing the one floor, so focusing on
seventh floor is essentially only the first floor wastes
wasting money.
leverage with GW adminThese repairs or up- istrators. Our efforts to fix
grades have no merit. They Gelman’s ailments would
do not address the funda- be much more effective if
mental problems the library we had a single integrated
faces, like overcrowding plan, rather than multiple
and a lack of new technol- uncoordinated ones.
ogy. GW is merely applying
The next time you go to
Band-Aids to Gelman when Gelman, ask yourself if your
the library needs surgery.
experience at the library has
Our only focus on really improved since the
Gelman should be con- addition of the new chairs.
structing a viable plan for While it may seem countercomplete renovation of the intuitive to leave Gelman
building.
on life support, continually
If that doesn’t happen, making repairs thwarts our
the University will continue efforts to truly improve our
on an erratic, wasteful path library.
of remodeling, which won’t
–The writer, a sophomore, is
ultimately improve Gelman.
majoring in political science.

Letter to the editor
Not so helpful
financial aid
I would like to make
a few brief comments on
the content in the staff
editorial published in last
Thursday’s issue of The
Hatchet on the allocation
of more funds to financial
aid. The editorial board
makes it sound as if all the
guilt falls on the students.
And I’m sorry to say, while
I know it is a common occurrence, it is not always
true.
I was one of the students who had a significantly reduced financial
aid package this year,
even though my financial
situation is worse than it
was last year. I submitted
the paperwork I was told
was necessary, on time.
I believed working with
the financial aid office
would not be an issue after the outstanding service
I received last year. I was
completely wrong.
The first notification
I had received telling me
that my aid application
was incomplete was Aug.
4, a full four months after
my paperwork was submitted. From then on, there
were a series of e-mails between myself and the office of financial aid, which
consisted of me wondering why my application
was not complete and why
I was not informed earlier
that additional paperwork
was necessary.
The
communication

system between students
and counselors really does
need to be reviewed. Just
because they stated that
a notification system is in
place does not mean that it
operates in a timely manner. Once all my paperwork was in, finally complete by early September,
I remained almost in constant contact with a counselor to monitor the status
of my application. If I had
not done so, I feel like it
would have taken a lot
longer than the mandated
four weeks to process and
the additional 10 days it
takes for that final offer to
be reflected on GW banweb. But in the end, I’m
still missing a significant
chunk of aid that I don’t
think will be addressed.
My freshman year, I
was assured that financial
aid at this school would
never be an issue, that
anyone who wanted aid
would receive it. I am now
a senior, and in my experience with financial aid,
that statement was completely unfounded. Needless to say, I have lost a lot
of faith in this University.
So please, do not place
all of the problems with
financial aid on the students. Sure, it was nice of
GW to allocate more money to the aid funds, but it
is not our savior. The University simply tried to correct an issue that should
not have happened in the
first place.
Alysha Eychner
–The writer, a senior, is
majoring in political science.
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violations
from p. 1
Assistant Dean of Students Tara Pereira, who
leads SJS and the Center
for Alcohol and other Drug
Education, said University
policy has changed regarding students referred to SJS
for alcohol violations over
the past few years. She said
that four or five years ago if
a student attended a party
and was sober when UPD
broke up the party, he or she
would’ve received a “party
attendee letter,” saying SJS
knew the student was at a
party with alcohol and that
SJS wanted to check in with
the student.
“I didn’t think [the letter]
was necessary," Pereira said,
saying it seemed from most
UPD reports that students
were behaving responsibly.
The data is from UPD’s
2010 Annual Security and
Fire Safety Report released
this month, which is in compliance with the Clery Act,
a federal law that requires
all universities and colleges
that participate in financial
aid programs to maintain
records and disclose information regarding crime on
and near campus.
Similar reports by local
universities were released
this month and show that
between 2005 and 2009,
GW’s liquor law violation
numbers were well above
Georgetown and American
universities.
A total of 3,703 liquor
law cases were recorded by
GW as being referred for
disciplinary action, and two
arrests were made for liquor
violations from 2005 to 2009.
During the same time period, Georgetown saw 2,949
liquor law violation cases
on its main campus and no
arrests. American had 1,721
cases and zero arrests for liquor law violations in those
five years.
While the number of
alcohol-related cases at GW
referred to SJS is dropping,
data indicates that drug law
violations referred to SJS are
on the rise.
From 2006 to 2007, the
number of drug cases referred to SJS more than doubled, from 80 to 170.
Data indicates that there
were 13 drug law arrests
in 2008, the most in recent
years. Last year, 10 arrests

bball
from p. 1
score in transition. We got
to put up more points, we
got to average 72, 74 points
a game, particularly when
we get into the league. I
think if we can put up more
points and if we can shoot a
little better, higher shooting
percentage, I think we’ll be
fine.”
How Hobbs and the Colonials plan to execute that
strategy was on display Friday night at the Buff and
Blue scrimmage, as the Blue
team topped the Buff team
37-23. The game, comprised
two 15-minute halves, both
of which wound up being
much shorter since the clock
ran during timeouts, featured numerous steals that
turned into fast breaks, especially for the Blue squad,
which outscored the Buff
team 17-4 in the first half.
Particularly impressive
in the contest was preseason
All-Atlantic 10 Third Team
member Lasan Kromah, who
scored 14 points and had
four rebounds for the Blue
team. Junior point guard
Tony Taylor was second on
the team in scoring, with
nine points to go along with
a rebound, an assist and a
turnover. Hobbs said that
even though the game was
just a loose scrimmage, there
was a lot to be pleased with.
“I thought David Pellom
looked like an experienced
player out there. I thought
Daymon Warren, I thought
he looked real good, I
thought he looked comfortable, where he understood
some things,” he said. “Obviously, Tony was terrific. I
thought Lasan was terrific, I
thought he rushed a couple
of plays but those things

LAPTOP
from p. 1
not warranted if an adequate
description of the victim isn’t
available.
MPD did have a clear description of the suspect, who
was described in the MPD
alert as a black male with
black hair, a clean-shaven
face and a dark complexion.
He was wearing blue pants
and a black jacket and shirt.
Hay said that Crime
Alerts are issued based on in-

were made.
Despite the increase in
drug law violations reported for disciplinary action,
Hay said there hasn’t been
new emphasis on drug enforcement.
“We handle calls as we
get them, or what the officers happen to run into
while on patrol,” he said.
Hay said marijuana is
the most common prohibited substance UPD encounters.
Hay said Pereira reviews
UPD police reports and requests reports be sent to SJS
“based on severity.” Hay
noted that the Metropolitan
Police Department isn’t involved in that decision.
Pereira said education
campaigns in recent years
and changes in housing staff
training may have played a
role in more drug cases reported and referred to SJS.
“We have had an increase
every year in the number of
students who have come
forward anonymously” to
report drug violations, she
said. Pereira said in the
past, students were concerned about another student’s violation reflecting
on them, or that they would
be somehow implicated for
the drugs.

language
from p. 1
Dependahl said the
center sends e-mails to
language professors with
the tutoring schedule, but
the e-mails do not seem to
help.
“I’m not sure why students don’t come in,” he
said.
In contrast to the tutoring service, the resources available to language

marijuana
from p. 1
The illegal marijuana
market in the U.S. provides
drug cartels with 60 percent
of their revenue, according
to the Yes on Prop 19 website.
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professors are frequently
used.
More than 100 language
professors across the three
language and literature departments – Romance, German and Slavic, East Asian,
and Classical and Semitic – utilize the different
programs each semester,
Shoko Hamano, director of
the center, said.
Professors may assign
and use audio and visual
materials through the center ’s online media delivery
service. Last fall, there were

nearly 8,000 hits for these
instructional materials.
Equipment such as
video cameras, projectors,
voice recorders and headsets are available for professors to borrow for class
use. Classes may also be
held in one of the center ’s
rooms.
“The Language Center ’s services are not always delivered directly to
the students,” Hamano,
who is also a Japanese and
international affairs professor, said. “Most of our

services are delivered to
students through their professors.” u

“If you make [marijuana] legal, and you don’t
have to go to a organized
crime… the value for it goes
down and the economic value stays in the state,” Sirulnik said.
The proposition would
also allow more funding to
be directed toward arresting
individuals for hate crimes

and domestic violence, Sirulnik said, instead of nonviolent crimes like marijuana
possession.
Sirulnik said he thinks
there is a strong likelihood
Proposition 19 will pass.
“I think it stands a very,
very good chance and I
think it’s significant because
what happens in California

is often a trendsetter for the
country,” Sirulnik said.
Butler did not return requests for comment.
California was the first
state to legalize medical
marijuana in 1996. Since
then, 14 other states have
followed suit. In July, medical marijuana was officially
legalized in the District. u

"I'm not sure why
students don't
come in."
Caleb Dependahl
Chinese Tutor,
The University Language
Center

"We have had an
increase every
year in the number
of students who
have come forward
anonymously."
Tara Pereira

Assistant Dean of Students
While Pereira said alcohol is still the number one
drug used on campus, she
said she was still very concerned about “higher-level
drugs.” She said she thinks
five or six years ago there
wasn’t as much shared use
of drugs like Adderall.
Between 2005 and 2009,
40 arrests for drug law violations were recorded on
GW’s campuses, compared
to just four at Georgetown’s
main campus and five at
American’s main and Tenleytown campuses. u
will happen.”
Freshman Nemanja Mikic was the leading scorer
among the team’s newcomers with eight points, all in
the second half, on three of
five shooting to go with his
three rebounds.
With the team’s first
game of the season, an exhibition game at the Smith
Center Nov. 6 against Bowie
State and its head coach,

"I thought David
Pellom looked like an
experienced player
out there..."
Karl hobbs

Men's Basketball Head Coach
former GW assistant coach
Darrell Brooks, fast approaching, Ware said he
was excited to be able to
put on a show for Colonials
fans. He’s even more excited, however, at the chance
to put on that show for the
rest of the A-10.
“It’s always good to play
in front of your fans, especially the student body because they’re gonna be the
people supporting you for
the rest of the year. As far as
a player’s standpoint, it’s always good to be on the floor
and have a clean slate a little
bit, because it’s gonna be a
new year, an exciting year,
and I think we’re gonna be
much better this year,” Ware
said. “We want to get out
there and show the rest of
the country that we’re gonna
be legit this year. We’re very
excited and we’re chomping
at the bit, we’re ready to get
it started.” u
formation obtained by UPD
from victims. In the case
of Friday’s laptop robbery,
UPD and MPD did not have
the same information on the
suspect’s description. Sherrard declined to comment
on whether or not UPD and
MPD had a discussion about
the incident.
After a reported rape that
occurred just off campus a
few weeks ago, a University
spokeswoman said UPD is
seeking to better its communication with MPD, attempting to be in contact with MPD
on a daily basis. u
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7 years ago...

This Week in
GW History

Fraternity student walks the
runway during the Greek God
event, wearing only a sock.
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20 years ago...

President Trachtenberg
proposes a 24-hour
study room in Gelman.

H

25 years ago...

New Jersey high schools top
the list of states sending
the most students to GW.

Partying for pay

Student DJs and concert promoters work just as hard as they play
by Victor Boadum
Hatchet Reporter
On an average workday, David Jumper parties until 5 a.m.
For the last 4 years, Jumper, a
senior, has run VIP-D.C., a partyplanning company, along with
Zack Huhn, a senior at American.
The duo promotes at Ultrabar,
Lotus, Josephine and Mezza
Luna. Jumper launched his own
DJ booking company, Scratch
Stars, last week with a big bash at
Mezza Luna.
Among the many DJs performing at the event were sophomore
Elias Menninger and junior Michael Cignarale, who perform together as Electro Magnetic Pulse.

"If you're not dancing
the hardest to your
own beats, why should
others?"
Michael cignarale

Member of Electro Magnetic Pulse
After DJing at Greek-letter life
parties for a year, the two contacted event planners and promoters
and eventually started working
with VIP-D.C.
Menninger said he picked up
DJing after attending a music festival in high school.
Electro Magnetic Pulse’s main
motivation for DJing lies in their
desire to “bring real house music,
rather than Top 40 songs, to campus,” said Menninger.
To distinguish themselves
from other DJs, whom they consider "iTunes DJs," the duo creates their own blend of trance and

Anne Wernikoff | PHOTO editor

Student DJs Elias Menninger and Michael Cignarale perform together as Electro Magnetic Pulse. After DJing at Greek-letter life parties for a year, they started working for VIP-D.C.

house music.
But, being a DJ or a promoter
means balancing class and parties
– more than the average student
at least.
“Promoters who indulge in

their own product ultimately
fail,” Jumper said.
One of Jumper ’s favorite
events to promote is VIP-D.C.’s
semi-annual fundraiser, which is
thrown in association with a va-

riety of philanthropic organizations within D.C. This semester,
the company is partnered with an
organization that develops soccer
fields for children in impoverished communities worldwide.

Paranormal promenade
Exploring history through ghost tours
startle visitors, sometimes
“threatening” them with a
chainsaw or snakes. Tickets
can be bought online or at
the door.
Cons : The high cost
does not match the experience, which was one of
a typical haunted house.
While going to the actual
museum may be worth $20,
one can get the same frightening experience from a less
expensive haunted house.

by catherine munkittrick
Hatchet Reporter

D.C. Ghost Tours

Location: Lafayette Square

Park

Meeting place: Dolley
Madison House, located at
1520 H St.
When: Nightly tours offered March to mid-November from 8 to 9:30 p.m.
Winter hours vary.
Price: $15 for ages 12 and
up, $8 for ages 7 to 11, free
for ages 6 and under
Rating :
Drew skrainka | hatchet PHOTOGRAPHER

This tour relives tales of
hauntings for some of the early
social and political figures of
D.C., including Dolley Madison, Daniel and Teresa Sickles,
the wife of Henry Adams and
U.S. Navy legend Stephen
Decatur. The guides share stories based of newspapers and
records from the 1700s and
1800s.
Pros: It accommodates
groups of all sizes and ages,
including dogs. Though
paranormal
encounters
are not guaranteed, some
guides claim they have experienced them while giving tours. Guides dress in
Victorian costumes and
lead tours by the light of
their lanterns. The guides
are great orators who seem
to have a genuine love for
history.
Cons : Tours are most
often not able to enter the
buildings, which are closed
at the time of the tour. Reservations are required and
tickets must be purchased
online. The traffic on H
Street can be a little distracting during the segment
of the tour near the Decatur
House.

Georgetown Ghost
Walking Tour with
Trusted Tours and
Attractions

Location: Georgetown
Meeting Place: Old Stone

House at 3051 M St.
When: Tours run on Fridays from Sept. 17 to Oct.
29 from 8 to 9:15 p.m.
Price: $12 for adults, $9
dollars for children

Visitors on D.C. Ghost Tours relive the tales of social and political
figures like Dolley Madison and U.S. Navy legend Stephen Decatur.

Rating :
By day, the streets of
Georgetown are lined with
idyllic townhouses and shops
and filled with pedestrians. By
night, visitors get a glimpse of
the neighborhood's deep, dark
secrets.
Pros: The Old Stone
House is the oldest original
building in D.C., so it is sure
to have some ghostly spirits
lurking!
Cons :
Reservations
required at least 24 hours
in advance. Dress for the
weather because the tour
takes place outside.

National Building
Museum Ghost
Tours
Location: National Building Museum
Meeting Place: National
Building Museum at 401 F St.
When: Oct. 31, Nov. 7 and
11 from 8 to 9 p.m.
Price: $12 for members of
the museum, $20 for nonmembers
Rating :
Tours are led by the ghost
of Mary Surratt, who was convicted of conspiracy to commit
the murder of President Abraham Lincoln. Visitors can learn
why she and other ghosts, like
museum designer and U.S.
Army General Montgomery C.

Meigs, haunt the halls.
Pros: The 75-foot Corinthian columns are intimidating and add to the
haunted ambiance. Also,
mysterious faces can be
seen swirling in them.
Cons : Prepaid registration is required and tours
only occur on a few dates,
so be sure to book them
ahead of time.

National Museum
of Crime &
Punishment’s Fright
at the Museum:
Dead Men Walking
Location: National Museum of Crime and Punishment at 575 7th St.
When: Oct. 21 to 23 from 10
a.m. to 6 p.m., Oct. 28 to 31
from 10 a.m. to 5:45 p.m.
Price: $20 per person
Rating :
The National Museum of
Crime and Punishment sets
up a haunted house winding
through its various exhibits.
The theme of this haunted excursion is the haunting of the
victims of the Tennessee electric chair, which is housed in
the museum. You may even see
a classmate as students act in
the exhibit.
Pros: The actors are
very believable and are successful in scaring and engaging the visitors in their
acts. They jump out and

Alexandria’s
Footsteps to the
Past
Location: Alexandria, Va.
Meeting Place: Ramsay

House Visitors Center at
221 King St.
When: During October and
November tours run from
Sunday through Thursday
from 7 to 8 p.m. and Fridays
and Saturdays from 7 to
9:30 p.m.
Price: $10 for adults, $5
dollars for ages 7 to 12, ages
6 and under are free
Rating :

Visitors listen to the
haunted, tragic, comedic, and
romantic tales of early Alexandrian residents like George
Washington, Robert E. Lee
and other historic Americans on this tour. They also
learn about the archaic medical practices of the 1700s and
the sites in the area that have
hosted some strange paranormal occurrences. Footsteps
to the Past is a family-owned
business of a ninth-generation
Alexandria, Va., native.
Pros : Footsteps to the
Past also offers an "Alexandria Spirits" tour for those
who are interested in paranormal occurrences. Visitors will learn about ghost
hunting equipment and
visit sites that have documented paranormal activities. The group also offers
a real ghost hunt in which
experienced ghost hunters
teach participants how to
use paranormal investigation equipment.
Cons : The ghost hunt
has a waiting list, so the
sooner reservations are
made, the better. u

Cignarale said the rush he
feels when DJing helps him connect with his audience.
“If you’re not dancing the
hardest to your own beats, why
should others?”u

SLICE

of life
Wacky weather woes
I’m not normally one
to make assumptions, but
based on my recent experience, I’m forced to believe
that Mother Nature is on
crack.
And dressing appropriately for her addiction is a
battle I lose everyday.

Josh Perlman
Weather.com is my
crutch in times like these,
but it isn’t of much help to
me when it tells me the low
is 55 degrees and the high
is 97. I know what you’re
thinking: Why don’t you
just dress in layers? But
actually, I hope you aren’t
thinking that. Everyone
knows that in college, every
unnecessary item of clothing brings you that much
closer to the day when you
unknowingly run out of options.
The real treat, though,
has been the unexpected
downpours that may or
may not be nature’s way of
telling me to shower more
often. I can never tell if it’s
raining just from looking
out my window – not that
I don’t love my beautiful
view of a brick wall – so I
am forced to use my intuition.
I can recall one day in
particular when a thunderstorm really put a damper
on my life. What started off
as a warm October evening
and a trip to Gelman with
a friend ended in a sudden
deluge of rain.
It was like Noah’s Ark
out there. My feet, which
were covered only by the
straps of my flip-flops, were

totally submerged in water.
My friend criticized me for
my choice of footwear, but
I reminded her that there
are no rain boot options for
guys that don’t make us
look like Boots from “Dora
the Explorer.”
After a brief argument
over the sluttiness of Dora’s
new look, we made it to the
library. We swam up to the
fourth floor and chose a
table by the window. Then,
shortly after sitting down,
we heard something dripping. Two seconds later, we
heard it again. The ceiling
was leaking.
“Oh look,” my friend
said to me. “It’s dripping
right on top of the electrical
outlet!”
I laughed and made a
poorly crafted “Final Destination” joke – though I
periodically checked for
sparks and falling debris
for the remainder of my
time there.
But after five minutes
of diligent work, the color
of my seafoam green highlighter began to fade before
my eyes. It had run out of
ink. You know you’re having a good night when the
only part of you that’s dry
is your highlighter.
The thought of reading
my biology textbook without taking persistent breaks
to highlight a line I hadn’t
actually absorbed seemed
unbearable at the time. As
I left the library to study in
my dorm, I put on my hood
only to see that the rain had
stopped.
With my troubles behind me, I breathed in the
fresh, clean air and was
finally able to appreciate
nature’s blessings. Then my
4-RIDE arrived. u
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Jobs
Family looking for part-time
childcare for four children
(two boys, two girls, ages 5
1/2, 4, 2 1/2 and 1 1/2; black
lab dog in the house also).
Ideally one afternoon a week
for 3-4 hours (specific day
negotiable), and one full
Saturday a month (specific
Saturday negotiated monthto-month). Possible opportunity for more work over the
summer. Some experience
with child care or baby sitting
required. Hiring would begin
on provisional basis. Pay $20/
hour (one afternoon a week
and one Saturday a month
equals $480 a month). Email
randy.schriver@armitageinternational.com

STUDENT HOUSING
This unfurnished 1 bedroom
plus den/1 bath apartment,
upper floor with a great view
to a park is available now. It
features brand new kitchen
appliances, new washer and
dryer in the unit, new kitchen
floor, air conditioner, central
heat, new window treatment
and hardwood floors. Utilities
included. The building is situated on a quiet side-street and
has secured entry with two elevators. Georgetown, Trader
Joes and Foggy Bottom metro
are only 2 blocks away. For
more information call 202465-7183 email: adamikmx@
yahoo.com.
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IN Brief
Volleyball loses two,
topples in A-10 standings
Any momentum that the volleyball team had created for itself after winning five straight Atlantic 10
matches came crashing to a halt
over the weekend as the Colonials
were swept twice in Ohio, falling
3-0 to No. 18 Dayton (Bison/AVCA)
Friday night and 3-0 to Xavier Saturday.
Against the Flyers, the Colonials struggled to put pressure on
their opponents, losing the three
sets by scores of 25-14, 25-16 and
25-10. Dayton held GW to a .147
hitting percentage in the loss.
Sophomore Lauren Whyte had
a team-high 15 kills for GW. No
other Colonial recorded more than
five kills in the match. Sophomore
libero Candace Silva-Martin had
12 digs to lead GW defensively.
For the Flyers, Lindsay Fletemeir hit .611 and didn’t record an
error against GW. As a team, Dayton hit .427 in the match.
Saturday night in Cincinnati,
GW was able to keep the Musketeers relatively close but still
wasn’t able to take a set against
Xavier. The match had extra significance for both teams, as GW
and Xavier entered play Saturday
tied for second place in the A-10,
a spot that the Musketeers took
sole control of with their win.
With the loss, the Colonials fell
to fifth in the conference standings, behind Dayton, Xavier, Saint
Louis and Duquesne.
By far the closest set Saturday
night was the first, which GW lost
27-25. The Colonials struggled to
recover after the narrow first set
loss, falling 25-16 in the second
set and 25-12 in the third.
Junior Alex Coward and Whyte
tied for the team lead in kills with
nine each, while senior Katie Zulandt hit a team high .357 in the
loss.
The Colonials will look to get
back to their winning ways Friday
night in a road date against Charlotte, a team GW beat in five sets
earlier this season. The team will
return home Sunday for a Halloween matinee against Dayton in the
Smith Center. First serve is set for
1 p.m.

Men's water polo tops
Iona, falls to Princeton
The men's water polo team split
its two games Saturday, topping
Iona 10-7 in the early game before
falling 12-3 to No. 18 Princeton
(CWPA).
Freshman Nate Little was the
leading scorer for GW in its win over
Iona, scoring all three of his goals
Saturday against the Gaels. Sophomore goalie Cameron Illes made 14
saves in the GW win.
Against the Tigers later in the
day, the Colonials were held scoreless into the third quarter. Sophomore Adam Streeter, along with
freshmen Paul Deasey and Daniel
Tyner each scored once for GW in
the loss, while Illes made six saves.
The Colonials will be back at
home Wednesday for their final
home game of the season against
Johns Hopkins. Game time is set for
7 p.m.

Last word
"Today we played more
like we can. We're pissed
about the results..."
–Tanya Vogel, women's soccer
head coach, on her team's play Sunday
in its 1-0 loss to La Salle after losing
2-1 Friday at Fordham. The Colonials
need to win both of their games next
weekend if they hope to qualify for the
Atlantic 10 tournament.

Number
crunch

1

Louis Nelson
Sports Editor
lnelson@gwhatchet.com

H

The number of goals the men's
soccer team has scored in its five
Atlantic 10 games so far this season.

Men's soccer winless in Atlantic 10
by Neil Sharma
Hatchet Staff Writer
Atlantic 10 play has not been
kind to the men’s soccer team this
season. The Colonials have scored
just once in their five A-10 games
so far and are winless in conference play.
If GW hopes to get into the
winning column against a conference opponent this season, it will
have to do so on the road after the
Colonials dropped their final two
games of the season over the weekend, 3-0 to Fordham Friday and 2-0
Sunday on Senior Day to La Salle.
In Friday’s game, GW (2-12,
0-5 A-10) was unable to respond to
an early Fordham goal. In the sixth
minute, Fordham midfielder John
Niyonsaba served a free kick into
the penalty box which was deflected and eventually headed in by
Ram defender Marcus Axelsson.
Head coach George Lidster wasn’t
pleased with the goal or with his
team’s play Friday in general.
“I was upset with the goal we
gave away. They won two headers
on the free kick,” Lidster said. “I
was frustrated with another mistake
which cost us a goal. I don’t mind
when teams are creating good goals
against us, but we seem to be giving
away individual mistakes, which is
costing us goals.”
GW changed its shape in the
second half, bringing up freshman
Tyler Ranalli as an extra forward to
create more offensive opportunities.
In its early stages, the adjustment
worked, as GW produced two free
kicks – both close to the goal – and
two corner kicks within the first four
minutes.
The best opportunity came
when junior Yoni Berhanu hooked
a free kick from 20 yards, but Fordham goalie Ryan Meara made a
diving save to keep GW off the
scoreboard. Fordham went on to
score two more goals in the 53rd
and 78th minutes, blanking the Colonials 3-0.
During Sunday’s game against
La Salle, GW’s final home game of
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Junior defender Mike Burke and the rest of the men's soccer team played their
final home games of the season over the weekend, in a pair of Atlantic 10 losses.

the season, seniors Kory Trott, Steve
Wujek, Erik Haug and Marcus Ranney were all honored. Wujek – a team
manager this season after struggling
through injuries for much of his GW
career – and Trott – who has been
sidelined with a knee injury – did
not play in their final home game.
Ranney and Haug both started for
the Colonials.
For Ranney, a team captain, the
game carried extra emotion Sunday
afternoon.
“I prepare the same way as I

would for any other home game, but
definitely a little more emotional just
because it's the last game I’ll play on
this field and I’ve been here for four
years,” he said.
Playing with five midfielders
instead of their usual four, the Colonials were able to maintain possession and create breakaway opportunities for their forwards. Much of
the team’s extra motivation, Lidster
said, came from a desire to help the
seniors end their GW careers with a
win in their final home game.

“It’s a pretty close group, and
they all want to do well for the
seniors,” Lidster said. “We had a
little bit of a spark, and I thought
we played some of our best soccer of the season at times. We put
some good passes together, some
good combinations, but we just
didn’t have the strength to finish
it off.”
GW was able to put together
seven shots in the first half, and it
topped that with nine shots in the
second half, although the team
wasn’t able to translate any of those
shots into goals against the Explorers.
While the Colonials struggled
to find the back of the net, La Salle
did manage to find some offensive
success Sunday. La Salle forward
Ryan Richter was able to break the
scoreless deadlock in the 67th minute, scoring off an assist from teammate Jidell Roach. Richter scored his
second goal less than 10 minutes
later, putting a shot from outside the
penalty box into the top-left corner
of the goal.
Despite allowing the two goals,
Haug had a strong final home game
for GW, recording six saves, including one off a La Salle free kick.
“I though [Haug] did very very
well. He kept us in it, made some
great saves, and had no chance with
their two goals,” Lidster said.
For Ranney, the loss was disappointing, but with so few players
departing the team at the end, the
senior said that the minutes that
the Colonials’ young players have
logged this season will pay dividends down the road.
“I’m definitely optimistic about
the future, a lot of our young guys
have shown a lot of talent,” Ranney
said. “It’s hard to come in as a freshman and immediately get playing
time. The intensity is so much different in Division I than [high school].
They’ve really shown a lot of heart
and done well.”
GW will look for its first conference win of the season later this
week when it travels to St. Bonaventure this Friday. u

GW suffers second straight weekend sweep
by Elizabeth Traynor
Hatchet Staff Writer
The GW women’s soccer team
damaged its chances of earning
an Atlantic 10 tournament bid
with back-to-back losses over the
weekend, falling first 2-1 to Fordham Friday and then to La Salle
1-0 Sunday.
It was the second time in as
many weekends that GW was
swept in a pair of road games,
and the losses pushed the Colonials (9-7, 3-4 A-10) outside of the
top six in the conference standings, a group they will have to rejoin if they hope to continue into
postseason play.
“I think being away from
home and doing all that travel,
long bus rides and flights, it took
its toll on us. It was the first time
all year we had experienced this
and it really took us awhile to
find ourselves on the road,” head
coach Tanya Vogel said.
Down 1-0 after halftime, GW

was able to tie the game against
Fordham early in the second
half when senior Michelle Aueron scored her first goal of the
season off an assist from junior
Sierra Smidinger. The Colonials
kept the game even at one for the
next 20 minutes, but were ultimately overpowered when the
Rams slipped a shot past junior
goalkeeper Lindsey Rowe. The
one-goal deficit proved too much
for GW, which managed just four
shots against the Ram defense.
After the loss, the Colonials
strategized for Sunday’s game,
determined to improve their play.
“We talked a lot, had a lot of
individual and group meetings
and we focused on what made us
successful and how we felt mentally,” Vogel said. “We showed up
with a game plan as to how to return to our earlier season play.”
Sunday, neither GW nor La
Salle scored in the first half, and
both squads emerged from halftime energized and ready to win.

Play got chippy in the second half
with a total of ten fouls called
between the two teams, but GW
found itself again unable to answer an opponent’s second-half
goal, leaving the Colonials on the
wrong end of a weekend sweep
for a second straight week.
Despite the outcome, Vogel
was optimistic about improvements in GW’s play from one
game to the other. On Sunday, the
Colonials put up eleven shots, ten
on goal, showing signs of the explosive, high-pressure offensive
play that has eluded them on the
road for much of the season.
“Today we played more like
we can. We’re pissed about the results, but we generated 11 shots,
we had so many opportunities
and it was a better reflection of
who we are,” Vogel said.
After wrapping up its road
games for this season, GW returns home this coming weekend
for its first home game in two
weeks, taking on St. Bonaventure

at 3 p.m. Friday and playing its
last game of the regular season
on Halloween at 1 p.m. against
Duquesne.
The pressure will be on for
the Colonials, who need to win
both games to secure a berth in
the A-10 tournament. Vogel is far
from nervous about the upcoming games, sounding confident
when asked about her team’s
outlook.
“Our chances [to make the
conference tournament] are really strong. Last year we went
into the final week and had to win
both games and needed help from
other teams. This year, all we have
to do is win our games, and it's
all we need to worry about. We
need to win both, we win one and
we leave a lot to chance,” Vogel
said. “We’re so thrilled to be back
home, we’ve never been so happy
to be back at Foggy Bottom. Now
we just need to rally the fans and
get some support out there for the
team.” u

Bucknell tops Colonials in Smith Center pool
by musadiq bidar
Hatchet Reporter
Milliseconds made the difference Sunday afternoon as the
men's and women’s swim teams
played host to Bucknell. In their
first home meets of the year, the
men’s team fell short 157-100 and
the women lost 151.5-105.5.
In one of only three meets at
the Smith Center this season, the
Colonials started off slow, failing
to place first until the third event
of the day, when freshman Caroline Myers took a commanding
two-second lead halfway through
the 200-yard freestyle and never
looked back. She placed first with
a time of 1:54, while teammates
Kristina Martin and Sameera Al
Bitar took third and seventh, respectively.
“I am just going out there and
doing what I can to help the team
win,” Myers said. “It’s great to
be at home and have our friends
come out and cheer for us.”
Myers, last week’s Atlantic 10
Women’s Swimming Performer
of the Week, had an especially
strong showing Sunday, winning
the 200-yard freestyle, the 500yard freestyle, the 200-yard individual medley and swam the anchor leg for the Colonials in their
win in the 400-yard freestyle.
After the meet, head coach
Dan Rhinehart said he was very
proud of the way his team battled.
“I thought we did a great
job today,” Rhinehart said. “We
gave 100 percent effort out there.
Although Bucknell is a stronger
team, we didn’t back down.”
For the men’s team, freshman
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Sophomore Phillip Graeter and his teammates on the men's swim team fell 157-100 to Bucknell Sunday. The women's swim team
also fell to the Bison, 151.5-105.5. Despite the loss, head coach Dan Rhinehart said he was pleased with GW's times in the meet.

Spencer Neff won the 500-yard
freestyle with a time of 4:48.70.
Neff, who also placed second
in the 1000-yard freestyle, and
swam for the fourth-place 400yard freestyle relay, was also recognized by the A-10 as the Men’s
Swimming Performer of the
Week. The freshman said he was
unsure of what to expect from
Bucknell early Sunday but ended
up happy with the first dual meet
of his collegiate career.
“They are a very strong team,”

Neff said of Bucknell. “This was
my first dual race in college and
it was very exciting. I am really
happy to be here and swimming
well for the team. All of our hard
work is paying off.”
Sophomore Phillip Graeter,
who won the men’s 200-yard individual medley last week in a
meet against Catholic and American, had another strong performance against the Bison, once
again placing first in this weekend's 200-yard individual med-

ley with a time of 1:56.88.
Although it’s still early in the
year, Rhinehart said he’s excited
as the team moves forward and
prepares for its next meet against
Drexel Nov. 7, also scheduled to
be held the Smith Center.
“Today’s meet is a great starting point for us,” Rhinehart said.
“We had great times for this early
in the season. Some of the kids
had personal bests and we were
seconds shy of team records. I am
very proud of everyone.” u

