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OPINIONS 
Make service part of the curriculum
Hatchet columnist Phil Ensler discusses the possibility 
of making service learning a requirement. • Page 4

Artists use color to overcome tragedy
A Luther W. Brady Gallery display shows how art has 
brightened two women's lives. • Page 7

D.C. to enforce recycling laws
District officials will start enforcing new 
recycling laws that apply to all D.C. residences, 
apartment buildings and companies. • Page 5

GW launches Iraqi museum program 
Students will learn to preserve Iraqi artifacts as 
part of the new residency program. • Page 3

CULTURE

Panelists ponder 
political future
PBS filmed a live 
broadcast of 'The 
Tavis Smiley Show' 
on campus Thursday.
• Page 6

Bozeman not 
pleased with 
effort in loss 
Costly injury 
hinders women's 
basketball team. 
• Page 10

SPORTS NEWS

As the cast of this week-
end’s production of “The 
Comedy of Errors” poured 
months into perfecting the 
complex language of a Wil-
liam Shakespeare play, one 
note from its student-direc-
tor stood out.

“Push the sex,” junior 
Christi Liongson urged the 
actors.

When the 14th Grade 
Players present the Shake-
spearean slapstick Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday nights 
in the Dorothy Betts Marvin 
Theatre, they hope to show 
audiences that sex jokes and 
potty humor transcend cen-
turies.

“There’s an impression 
that reading Shakespeare 
is a highbrow, pretentious 
thing, but he’s got syphilis 
jokes going on,” sophomore 
Leah Holstein, who will play 
Antipholus of Ephesus, said. 
“There are some ridiculous, 
really lewd imagery. Any 
time there’s a sword, it’s so 
meant to be dirty.”

“The Comedy of Errors,” 
one of Shakespeare’s earliest 
plays, tells a tale of mistaken 

identities with two sets of 
twins, and features plenty of 
puns and word play. Chaos 
and arrests ensue after An-
tipholus of Syracuse and his 
servant, Dromeo of Syracuse, 
arrive in Ephesus and run 
into their long-lost identical 
twins, Antipholus of Ephe-
sus and Dromeo of Ephesus.

While theater companies 
around the world devote 
countless performances to 
Shakespeare’s classics, for a 
college audience especially, 
sex is the great equalizer.

“To make it work, you 
have to be willing to make 
a fool out of yourself. You 
need to gesture to certain 
parts of the body. We’re not 
going to offend anybody, but 
we’re definitely going to get 
a laugh from a college audi-
ence,” freshman Rebekah 
Meyer, who will play Dro-
meo of Syracuse, said.

The cast has not only 
contended with difficult 
language, but also an incon-
venient rehearsal schedule. 
After starting rehearsals in 
November, holiday breaks 
and finals hurt chemistry 
and memorization, cast 

Funding for the Federal Pell 
Grant Program is facing a po-
tential $5.7 billion funding cut, a 
move that experts say may force 
millions of students to turn to 
private lenders to fund their un-
dergraduate educations. 

The cuts are due to an un-
expected budget shortfall in the 
program, after more students 
applied for Pell Grant funding 
than anticipated. Pell Grants 
offer aid to the neediest under-
graduate students across the 
country.

If Congress votes to reduce 
the Pell Grant budget, nearly 
9 million students nationwide 
would face a cut of more than 15 
percent in their 2011 maximum 
award, according to the Com-
mittee for Education Funding.

At GW, roughly 11 to 12 per-
cent of undergraduate students 
receive Pell Grant funding as 
part of their financial aid pack-

age, said Dan Small, assistant 
vice president for Financial As-
sistance. 

Small said if the Pell Grant 
funding is cut, the onus to help 
fund the education of these 
low-income students will fall 
on GW, which has already had 
to increase its financial aid pool 
by millions of dollars in order to 
help students weather the finan-
cial downturn. If GW could not 
afford to fund the difference, 
these students would potential-
ly need to turn to private lend-
ers to finance their education.

“If a student’s family finan-
cial situation has not changed, 
reducing the grant award plac-
es more of the burden on the 
student or institution to make 
up the difference,” Small said. 
“This could put additional de-
mands on GW’s aid allocation.”

Over the past two years, 
GW has increased its aid pool to 
$150 million, and has placed an 

Three Greek-life chapters were 
formally charged with counts of haz-
ing, providing alcohol to minors and 
underage consumption of alcohol, a 
University official confirmed Sunday 
night, moving the months-long con-
troversy one step closer to comple-
tion.

Kappa Kappa Gamma, Pi Kappa 
Alpha and Sigma Phi Epsilon were 
all issued letters outlining the viola-
tions of the Student Code of Conduct 
the University believes have occurred, 
Assistant Dean of Students and Direc-
tor of Student Judicial Services Tara 
Pereira said. 

All three chapters now face a de-
cision of whether or not to plead “in 
violation” or “not in violation” to the 
charges. 

No punishments – including pos-
sible loss of University housing or 
official charters – will be determined 
until after Wednesday, when chapter 
presidents are required to determine 
how they want to proceed. Presidents 
can decide whether or not to have a 
full SJS hearing, or plead guilty to the 
charges – moving them directly to a 
sentencing process.

“It is in their hands to make these 
decisions,” Pereira said, adding that 
after Wednesday, a better timeline for 
potential sanctions will emerge.

Pereira would not comment on 
whether Pi Kappa Alpha and Sigma 

Armed with paintbrushes and 
cleaning supplies, students took to the 
halls of five low-income schools Mon-
day to serve in remembrance of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr.

The more than 500 volunteers were 
dispersed throughout schools in one 
of D.C.’s poorest areas, Ward 8, some 
alongside well-known officials from 
both the Obama administration and 
the District.

Volunteers at Ballou Senior High 
School worked to design a wall dedicat-
ed to King. When the students arrived 
the wall was blank and drab. When 
they left, quotes in bright green letters 
from the legendary civil rights workers 
instead colored the wall, dubbed Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. Avenue.

“Our kids come from disadvan-
taged backgrounds... having words 
and images reminding them to hang 
in there means a lot to keep them en-
gaged,” Ruth Jones, director of Re-
source Development at Ballou Senior 
High School, said.

With a paintbrush dripping in 
brown paint in hand, University Presi-
dent Steven Knapp said the efforts 
wouldn’t just make the schools more 
aesthetically appealing, but would 
help students learn.

“It helps the whole educational 
experience to learn in a place that you 
are proud of and has some meaning,” 
Knapp said.

Along with Knapp, Director of 
Domestic Policy Melody Barnes and 
U.S. Secretary of Transportation Ray 
LaHood also dedicated time to help 
spruce up the school.

“In honoring Dr. King [today] we 
honor every student who will show up 
here tomorrow,” LaHood said.

Barnes praised the members of the 
GW community who volunteered.

“The fact that GW students have 
come to this high school, that they are 
making it brighter, that they are putting 

these inspirational quotes up on all the 
walls, we know that has the power to 
change lives,” Barnes said.

Students said they felt the enthu-
siasm buzzing through the building 
from the moment they walked through 
the metal detectors to the moment they 
put the paintbrushes down. 

“Being out there with a bunch of 
students is a great way to spend a day 
off, or a day on,” said Student Associa-
tion President Jason Lifton, touting the 
Day of Service’s mantra of “a day on.”

“It’s something fun and productive 
to do on a day we don’t have school,” 
Lifton said.

GW volunteers created a wall 
showing different college logos includ-
ing GW, the University of Maryland 

A former Howard University stu-
dent is appealing a court decision that 
protects the District from a negligence 
lawsuit, stemming from a 2007 case 
where the student allegedly attempt-
ed to get a rape kit at several D.C. hos-
pitals - including GW Hospital - but 
was prevented by the Metropolitan 
Police Department. 

The plaintiff originally filed the 
negligence and medical malpractice 
suit against the District, GW Hospital, 
GW, Howard University Hospital and 

several doctors in August 2007.
She stated in court documents 

that she was given a date-rape drug 
at an off-campus party near Howard, 
but was denied a rape kit at both hos-
pitals because doctors said she was 

intoxicated. Rape kits include materi-
als to collect and store bodily fluids, 
debris and other evidence after a pos-
sible sexual assault, and can be used 

University 
charges 
three with 
hazing

FrancIs rIVera | contrIbutIng PHoto edItor
More than 500 volunteers – including officials from the Obama  
administration and the District government – spruced up five 
schools in Ward 8 for the Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Service.

Volunteers bring MLK's words to life  

Plaintiff files appeal in rape case
"She went through almost a 24-hour odyssey and pain 

trying to get someone to give her an exam."

Bruce Spiva
Plaintiff's Lawyer
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Proposed cuts to the
Federal Pell Grant Program

14.5 percent 
of the maximum 
2011-2012 award 
would be cut if 
Congress votes to 
reduce the Pell 
Grant budget.

$5,550:
Maximum 2010-2011 
award per student.

$4,750:
Maximum 2011-2012 
award per student 
under the proposed  
budget cut.

graPHIc bY allIson elFrIngsource: tHe coMMIttee For educatIon FundIng

gabrIella deMczuk | HatcHet PHotograPHer
Andrew Brown and Brenna Markle lock lips during a rehersal 
of 'The Comedy of Errors,' which offically opens Thursday. 
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Diane Sawyer to appear 
on upcoming Kalb Report

IN BRIef

H

Resume and cover letter writing
Get a head start on your job hunt by learning 
to craft a professional resume and cover 
letter that catches potential employers’ eyes. 
Lunch is provided. RSVP through GWork.
Career Center • 12:30 to 2 p.m.

Network Roulette
Students seeking a job 
can attend an online 
networking session, 
hosted by the University.
Register online • 6 p.m.

Tuesday Wednesday
Learn to Knit!
The Stich ‘n Bitch student organization will teach 
you how to handle your knitting needles and 
likely provide baked goods as well.
Marvin Center fifth floor couches 
• 5 to 6:30 p.m.

Obstacles and Opportunities for 
Arab-Israeli Peace
Listen to three Middle East experts discuss 
the current state of Arab-Israeli relations.
GW Hillel, 23rd and H streets 
• 7 to 8 p.m.

ON the weB www.gwhatchet.com

AuDIO SLIDeShOw
MLK Day of Service

Members of the community help 
spruce up public schools in Ward 8.

vIDeO
Mayor Gray honored at breakfast

Alumnus Vincent Gray was once again 
honored by the University Thursday morning.

vIDeO
The Lindsey Ferris Invitational

GW takes second place in the gymnastics 
competition at the Smith Center.

jANuARy
19

mIcheLLe RAttINgeR | PhOtO eDItOR
Lucky Dub – whose members include current students and alumni – performed Saturday on the Millennium Stage at the Kennedy Center. Since its formation in 
2008, the group, whose worldly sound combines elements of funk, jazz, Latin beats and reggae, has played at several venues in D.C. and the surrounding area. 
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In “Former director of admissions 
dies,” (Jan. 13, Pg. 3), when wording Mi-
chael O’Leary’s title, The Hatchet incor-
rectly implied that O’Leary works for 
GW. O’Leary works at Goucher College.

 
In “Two more allege discrimination,” 

(Jan. 13, Pg. 1), The Hatchet incorrectly re-
ported that Mary Wallace no longer works 
at the University. Wallace is still employed 
by the University. 

 
In “Counseling center changes pol-

icy,” (Jan. 10, Pg. 3), The Hatchet incor-
rectly said there has been a policy change 
at the University Counseling Center re-
garding initial consultations. There has 
been no recent policy change. If a stu-
dent is seeking help for the first time at 
the UCC, they are typically assigned to a 
professional for a telephone assessment. 
For urgent matters, students can still 
speak immediately and face-to-face with 
professional staff. 

18

ABC World News anchor Diane Sawyer 
will appear as a guest on the next Kalb Report 
March 22.

The Kalb Report is a series jointly pro-
duced by the GW Global Media Institute, Har-
vard University and the National Press Club.

After hosting ABC’s Good Morning 
America for more than 10 years, Sawyer left 
the program in December 2009 to replace 
longtime ABC World News anchor Charles 
Gibson, becoming the second woman to an-
chor a major network evening news program 
after Katie Couric.

Distinguished journalist and scholar Mar-
vin Kalb has moderated more than 70 one-on-
one interviews and panel discussions in the 
National Press Club since the program began 
in 1994.

Tickets to the Kalb Report, which are al-
ways free to GW students, will be released in 
early March.

–Andrea vittorio
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Christina Witkowicki began 
her job as the head of Greek life 
amid a hailstorm of allegations 
against five Greek-life chap-
ters that have so far resulted in 
hazing charges against at least 
three.

As a result, the 30-year-old 
said she is trying to build rela-
tionships with the University’s 
fraternities and sororities as 
GW’s Greek community wades 
into completely unknown terri-
tory. 

“I was able to learn a lot 
about the chapters and have a 
lot of really good discussions 
with chapters really early on,” 
Witkowicki said. “Not that 
they had to trust me, but they 
had to sit down and have those 
conversations and understand 
where I was coming from.”

The University has charged 
Kappa Kappa Gamma, Pi 
Kappa Alpha and Sigma Phi 
Epsilon with hazing, underage 
drinking and providing alco-
hol to minors. Possible charges 
against Delta Gamma and Pi 
Kappa Phi have yet to be an-
nounced.

Witkowicki, who previ-
ously served as the director of 
Greek life at Bentley Univer-
sity in Waltham, Mass., was 
hired five months after Dean 
Harwood, the previous Greek 
life director, left in June. Har-
wood was popular among the 
chapters for fighting for Greek 
interests and for spurring the 
community’s growth – more 
than 25 percent of students now 
wear Greek letters at GW. Fol-
lowing that legacy, Witkowicki 
said she is working to strike a 
balance between leader and ad-
vocate. 

“They’re never really sure 
— are you a resource for them, 
are you going to be a good 
advocate for them?” Witkow-
icki said. “I think sometimes 
students may get confused in 
terms of thinking advocacy is 
always going to bat for them, 
where sometimes going to bat 
for them does mean holding 
them accountable for certain 
things.”

At Bentley, former Inter-
fraternity Council President 
Daniel Boyer said Witkowicki 
made positive changes for the 
Greek community during her 
two years there.

Boyer said Witkowicki 
wanted the Greek community 
to be responsible for its own 
actions – a similar creed she is 
pushing now.

Boyer described a some-
what “negative response” to 
some of the changes Witkow-
icki implemented. The changes 

prompted comments posted in 
articles about Greek life in Bent-
ley’s student newspaper, the 
Vanguard. Students accused 
her of not representing the 
Greek community positively, 
Bentley’s former Panhellenic 
President Emily Downs said. 
Both Boyer and Downs agreed 
most of the animosity died 
down within a semester.

“We realized these changes 
would have to be made one 
way or another,” Boyer said.

At GW, the presidents of 
the Panhellenic Association, In-
terfraternity Council and Multi-
cultural Greek Council all said 
Witkowicki has made a positive 
impact on the Greek commu-
nity in the short time she’s been 
here, bringing enthusiasm to 
her new role.

“She got acclimated to the 
GW Greek community very 
fast, with a clear plan and a 
clear idea on where she wants 
to take GW,” MGC President 
Meshach Cisero said. 

With some of the turbulence 
that occurred last semester, in-
cluding a crackdown on drink-
ing policies that had previously 
not been strictly enforced, Wit-
kowicki said the Greek commu-
nity has been able to “get some 
of that bad stuff just out of the 
way.” 

“It’s about using some of 
those things that happened and 
seeing how we can move on,” 
she said.

Witkowicki said hazing 
and alcohol education remain 

her biggest priorities, but said 
building community across 
the Greek-life system is also an 
important step toward making 
GW’s Greek community “the 
premier Greek community in 
the U.S.” – one of her priorities 
when she started here. 

“I don’t think size will de-
termine who’s a premier Greek 
community or not,” she said. 
“I think that the quality of the 
organizations and councils is 
what will define that... they 
don’t have to be 100 percent of 
the campus, they don’t have to 
be 40,000 strong.”

She said the caliber of the 
students is one of the things 
that first attracted her to GW, 
as well as the support the Greek 
community receives from the 
University’s administration.

“Nowhere else in the coun-
try are universities purchasing 
land or restructuring current 
residence hall areas to suit fra-
ternities and sororities to house 
them,” she said in reference to 
the University’s renovations of 
Strong Hall over the summer 
in preparation for Chi Omega 
and Pi Beta Phi moving in last 
semester.

Witkowicki said she is set-
tling in at GW, living alongside 
12 chapters in International 
House.

 “They see me in the eleva-
tor with my laundry and in pa-
jamas and with glasses on,” she 
said. “It makes me seem more 
like a person and that I can re-
late to them.” u

New Greek life director to focus on alcohol, hazing education
Witkowicki's  
tenure begins in 
period of growth, 
controversy 
by MadeleiNe MorgeNsterN
Campus News Editor

aNNe werNikoff | photo editor
Christina Witkowicki replaced former Director of Greek life Dean  
Harwood, starting her position during a turbulent time for Greek life. 

Funding for a contract be-
tween the GW Medical Center 
and the city was cut for this fis-
cal year, as former Mayor Adrian 
Fenty sought to close D.C.’s $188 
million budget deficit.

The Fiscal Year 2011 Proposed 
Gap Closing Plan included a pro-
vision to decrease funding for 
a contract between the Depart-
ment of Disability Services and 
the University Medical Center by 
10 percent. The city’s budget was 
passed by the D.C. Council by 
a vote of 11-2 over winter break 
after amendments were made to 
Fenty’s plan. 

The health initiative contracts 
GW and Georgetown University 
have with the DDS were both re-
duced by 10 percent, resulting in a 
combined savings of $123,000.

The cuts will affect education-

al outreach efforts for profession-
als and clinical services.

“The health initiative funds 
us to work with DDS to increase 
access to primary care services 
for adults in the DDS system who 
are living with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities,” said 
Dr. Lisa Alexander, the program 
office director of the D.C. Area 
Health Education Center with-
in the School of Medicine and 
Health Sciences. “We already ad-
justed our budgets based on these 
projections.” 

Alexander said while the 
health initiative contract reduc-
tions will not involve students, 
her office “had to cut back on 
some staff support.”

When the budget plan was up 
for a vote, some councilmembers 
were opposed to the proposal's 
lack of tax increases.  

“Human services, public safe-
ty, public education, health care, 
public works and the government 
workforce will be cut to the bone,” 
Tommy Wells, the councilmem-
ber representing Ward 6, said in 
a guest post he wrote for the local 
blog Greater Greater Washington 
the day before the council voted 
on the budget.

“I understand that in this 
economy, budget cuts are un-

avoidable. But we’re all in this 
crisis together. If we are truly one 
city, then I believe that every citi-
zen needs to step up,” Wells said. 

Wells proposed an amend-
ment to the FY 2011 budget pro-
posal to increase taxes, however 
his amendment was not adopted. 
Wells voted against the budget 
plan.

The DDS, which did not re-

turn a request for comment, saw 
its budget slashed overall by $3.2 
million. 

Before the budget becomes 
official it is sent to the U.S. Con-
gress, where it is reviewed and 
can be struck down. Congress has 
30 days from the submission of 
the budget plan to make a ruling; 
if no ruling is made, the budget 
becomes a law. u

Metro is searching for vendors to develop 
a new, chip-enabled fare system, but a Uni-
versity spokeswoman said there is no pros-
pect for a GWorld-compatible card.

The Washington Metropolitan Area 
Transit Authority revealed plans to create 
the “next generation of electronic fare pay-
ments” in a news release just before January, 
incorporating chip-enabled debit and credit 
cards that will be capable of installation into 
federal identification cards, smart phones 
and existing SmarTrip cards.

University spokeswoman Michelle Sher-
rard said GW has no plans to integrate Metro 
capabilities into GWorld cards.

“Our technology needs are different than 
the technology needs required for SmarTrip 
cards,” Sherrard said.

In April, neighboring American Univer-
sity rolled out student identification cards 
equipped with Metro payment capabilities. 

The new system and chip technology will 
process payments directly at the gate, elimi-
nating the need for fare cards or a SmarTrip 
card. 

WMATA plans to keep the SmarTrip sys-
tem – with more than 1.8 million cards cur-
rently active – fully functional until the new 
payment system is put in place.

“Just as SmarTrip revolutionized how 
customers paid their fares a decade ago, we 
look for this new system to be equally dra-
matic in the eyes of our customers,” Metro 
board Chairman Peter Benjamin said.

–sydney green

Students in the GW School 
of Business can look forward 
to more co-curricular activities, 
greater flexibility in courses 
and a stronger, more research-
focused faculty, administra-
tors are pledging after two 
vice deans were added to the 
school’s top leadership team.

Murat Tarimcilar will serve 
as the vice dean of programs 
and education, and Sok-Hyon 
Kang will be the new vice dean 
of faculty and research.

As a way to develop the 
school in the long run, Tarim-
cilar, who was formerly the 
associate dean of graduate 
programs, said his job will be 
partly focused on attracting 
top-tier faculty and students to 
the school.

“When we are doing these 
things, we keep telling our-
selves it’s not worth doing it if 
you’re not doing it the best we 
can,” Tarimcilar said.

Kang’s new position focus-
es on faculty development and 
promoting research within the 
school. In line with Guthrie’s 
mission to improve the business 
school’s ranking, Kang hopes 
to strengthen the effectiveness 
of current faculty by providing 

more support for its research, as 
well as hiring more productive 
new faculty that will also con-
tribute to research. 

Research has become a 
top priority at GW since 2008, 
when University President Ste-
ven Knapp pledged $5.4 mil-
lion over a three-year period 
toward increasing the Univer-
sity's research efforts.

“We are at the point where 
we can become a top-tier 
school,” said Kang, who was a 

professor of accounting before 
taking over his new position. 

The business school ranked 
57th in the Financial Times’ 
2010 Global MBA Rankings 
of the best business programs 
worldwide, jumping 28 spots 
from its position at No. 85 in 
2009. 

“The new leadership 
is very confident about the 
school’s present situation, but 
also very optimistic about the 
future,” Tarimcilar said. 

Kang said that improve-
ments in the business school 
were important because the 
entire University benefits from 
better research and faculty, but 
he also warned that improve-
ment was not going to happen 
overnight.

“No academic institution is 
going to become top five or top 
10 in a couple of years,” Kang 
said. “The advancements... will 
be gradual. But be patient and 
we will get there.” u

The University’s Muse-
um Studies Program is creat-
ing a residency program for 
museum workers in Iraq.

The five-month program, 
funded by the State Depart-
ment, will train students to 
better preserve Iraqi artifacts 
and entice people into muse-
ums. 

Museum Studies Direc-
tor Kym Rice said GW was 
an obvious choice for the 
program, given the Univer-
sity’s proximity to the D.C. 
museums and strength of its 
Museum Studies Program.

“Our program has 
trained foreign museum pro-
fessionals for many years,” 
Assistant Director Martha 
Morris said. "Our program 
has a strong reputation and 
we work closely with major 
museums such as the Smith-
sonian and many others.”

The U.S. Embassy in 
Baghdad is handling the ap-
plication process and will 
determine which applicants 
are chosen. Applicants from 
any museum or any level of 

professional ability are eli-
gible, Morris said.

“Training will be muse-
um practices in exhibitions, 
collections and manage-
ment... and other topics as 
requested,” Morris said. 

While the program is 
currently online for Iraqi stu-
dents, Morris said the Uni-
versity is hoping to add more 
countries to the program.

“Our job is to train mu-
seum professionals in the 
U.S.,” she said. “We don’t 
often have an opportunity 
outside of the U.S. to get 
involved in the world com-
munity of museums and do 
something good.” 

The training comes at a 
crucial time for Iraqis, who 
are tasked with both preserv-
ing their culture and rebuild-
ing their many museums de-
stroyed in the ongoing war, 
which dates back to 2003.

“The Iraqis have a strong 
need to strengthen their skills 
in managing their cultural 
heritage,” Morris said. “We 
are proud to be of help.”

Rice said many things 
American museums take 
for granted – controlled air 
systems and proper security 
among them – are dire ne-
cessities in Iraq.

“This isn’t really a mon-
ey-making opportunity for 
GW, but instead an oppor-
tunity to give back,” Rice 
said. u

by jeff richards
Hatchet Staff Writer

District cuts funds to GW hospital
D.C. Council 
slashes program 
budget to close 
$188 million gap

Metro looks to replace smartrip 

Business school adds two vice deans

fraNcis rivera | coNtributiNg photo editor
Murat Tarimcilar, left, and Sok-Hyon Kang will join Dean Doug Guthrie's School of Business leadership 
team. Together, they aim to raise the school's ranking through new courses, programs and stronger faculty.

by justiN kits
Hatchet Staff Writer

Tarimcilar, Kang 
join GWSB 
leadership team

by Zach brewer
Hatchet Reporter

Students will 
learn to preserve 
Iraqi artifacts

GW launches Iraqi 
museum program

hatchet file photo
The D.C. Council cut funding for a contract the District has with GW Hospi-
tal by 10 percent, part of an effort to close a $188 million budget deficit.

Multimedia Reporters 
Wanted

Learn to produce the videos, web content and audio slideshows 
that are the cutting edge of journalism.

Email web@gwhatchet.com
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Make service 
part of the 
curriculum

QuotablE "There's am impression that reading Shakespeare is a highbrow, pretentious 
thing, but he's got syphilis jokes going on."
  –Leah Holstein, a sophomore, on the lighter side in the 14th Grade Players' production of 'The Comedy of Errors.'
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When students rely on financial aid 
– both University aid and government 
funding – to help pay for their college 
educations, even the smallest drop in 
assistance can have a huge impact. And 
no matter how much funding students 
receive from Pell Grants, the potential 
funding cut to the government program 
will affect how those students pay their 
tuition.

About 11 to 12 percent of GW un-
dergraduate students receive Pell Grant 
funding as part of their financial aid 
packages, but due to an unexpected 
budget shortfall in the program, Con-
gress may cut the Pell Grant budget by 
$5.7 billion. This means that individu-
al students could see as much as a 15 
percent decrease in the amount of Pell 
Grant funding they receive.

As the University makes a point to 
stress its commitment to keep GW af-
fordable, The Office of Student Finan-
cial Assistance should do everything it 
can to ensure that students who need 
Pell Grants find alternative ways to 
make up for lost funding.

The University has demonstrated a 
deep commitment to helping Colonials 
pay for their GW tuition, especially 
during the economic crisis. And while 
providing more aid to students who 
lose Pell Grants may be the best option, 
it is not always possible, so the Office of 
Student Financial Assistance could help 
those students find work-study options, 
private loans or different grants. GW’s 
assistance in any capacity, not only fis-
cally, would be valuable.

Simply put, when students who rely 
on even a small amount of money no 
longer have that money, it can make 
juggling the process of paying for an 
education even more difficult. And 
while the potential decrease in Pell 
Grant funding is not GW’s doing, it is 
extremely important that the Office of 
Student Financial Assistance does ev-
erything it can to help alleviate the fi-
nancial stress that these students may 
face.

Help for those who 
lose Pell Grant funds

We often seek campus information 
on-the-go, not while sitting at a com-
puter. From important phone numbers 
to the location of a certain building, ev-
ery student could benefit from increased 
information at his or her fingertips.

This is why the new GW Mobile iP-
hone application is a welcome addition 
to the University’s outreach efforts.

The GW Mobile iPhone app, from 
its creation to its content, demonstrates 
a commitment to student success and 
understanding of what users genuinely 
seek from a mobile app. A Ph.D. candi-
date in the engineering school led the ef-
fort to create the app and worked with 
other students to make it happen. It is 
laudable that the University employed 
the talents of its students to create a pro-
gram for students. Few undergraduates 
can boast that they were given the op-
portunity to involve themselves so com-
pletely on a technological project of this 
nature. 

The fact that members of the commu-
nity inaugurated the app is also reflected 
in the app’s content. Students can access 
information about course availability, 
important dates and athletics. They can 
even add their own course schedule to 
their mobile calendars. 

The accessibility of the program 
within the app will allow students to 
consult the GW Mobile app frequently 
and easily. Another impressive function 
of the app is that it allows students to 
quickly and easily access the ALADIN 
library databases from their phones.

This mobile app follows GW’s com-
mitment to outreach and engagement 
through new technology and social me-
dia, and as the app develops, we hope 
that it will also become available for oth-
er smart phones. BlackBerry and Droid 
users could also benefit from having 
such technology. 

These efforts to engage students and 
provide more information about GW to 
the community are vital to making stu-
dents feel included and demonstrating 
that the University employs the most 
advanced technology it can.

New GW mobile app is 
a welcome addition

GW's assistance in any 
capacity, not only fiscally, 

would be valuable.

Yesterday’s national holiday honoring the 
life of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. provided 
us with an annual reminder to engage in 

community service. Yet for all of the GW stu-
dents who participate in community service 
throughout the year and the roughly 500 who 
participated in yesterday’s MLK Day of Service, 
it is clear that GW can go one step further in how 
the University engages in community service.

To truly reach our potential as a student 
body, all students should participate in some 
service during their time at GW. To ensure that 
this is done — and to promote the virtues of 
service — GW should make community service 
a requirement for students to graduate. 

But instead of 
instituting a conven-
tional requirement 
where students con-
duct their community 
service with little or 
no connection to their 
formal education, the 
requirement should 
be implemented via 
the service-learning 
courses GW already 
offers. 

These courses are an innovative way to 
combine students’ education with the ideal of 
improving communities around us. For exam-
ple, in the Community Peacebuilding course, 
students learn about conflict resolution in the 
classroom and then apply those lessons by 
helping local communities solve problems. 

Service-learning courses are currently re-
quired in some departments, such as human 
services, but should become required Universi-
ty-wide. This can be similar to how all under-
graduates must take a University Writing class 
as freshmen. 

Conducting the service requirement 
through courses instead of just making stu-
dents commit hours on their own schedule 
would make such a mandate more palatable, 
as students would receive credits for the work 
they do. This would also prevent the stigma of 
feeling they are forced to sacrifice their precious 
free time just to log hours. Instead, their service 
would be incorporated into their education, 
providing for a mutually beneficial experience 
to both the student and the community. 

The Columbian School of Arts and Sciences 
offers 14 service-learning courses for this se-
mester and some of the other undergraduate 
schools have such courses as well. But to ac-
commodate all undergraduates, more service-
learning courses would be needed. 

The University should work to have an ar-
ray of different service-learning courses. For in-
stance, a student who is interested in medicine 
could participate in a course in which he or she 
volunteers at a local clinic. And a student who 
is interested in accounting could work with 
an organization such as LIFT-DC to help low-
income persons prepare their tax returns and 
other financial documents.

Required community service through ser-
vice-learning courses is already commonplace 
in colleges nationwide. For example, Roger 
Williams University in Rhode Island has a com-
prehensive program in which they offer cours-
es in disciplines such as architecture, education, 
electronic communication and management. 

Service-learning courses are handled on a 
departmental basis, which is one reason why 
they might not currently be required for all 
students. GW’s Center for Civic Engagement 
and Public Service is working with the various 
departments to expand the options for service-
learning. The Center should be able to collabo-
rate with the undergraduate schools to ensure 
that all the courses entail substantial and mean-
ingful community involvement.

With such a mandate there would be other 
logistics to determine, such as how to reconcile 
the community service hours most fraternities 
and sororities already require their members 
to fulfill. Perhaps their hours could satisfy both 
the Greek-life and University requirements. 

Some might object to this idea on the 
grounds that community service should only 
be done by those who genuinely want to serve 
and not in a reluctant, forced manner. But the 
reality is that too many Washingtonians and 
particularly school children suffer from malnu-
trition, poverty and inadequate education. This 
makes the need to serve meals, help draft re-
sumes and tutor students even more of a press-
ing need. Communities would benefit from 
the contributions of having more GW students 
serve, regardless of their motivation and senti-
ments toward mandated service. 

Others might say that we have enough re-
quirements already and we shouldn’t be bur-
dened with any more. Asking for a reasonable 
number of hours a semester is not asking too 
much of any of us, particularly when it will also 
enhance our education.

Particularly during our college years, when 
we are so immersed in pursuing our individual 
goals and careers, we need to be reminded of 
our duty to serve others. A University-wide 
requirement to participate in a service-learning 
course would simultaneously meet the goals of 
giving students credit, contributing to our edu-
cation and bettering the lives of others. 

–The writer, a junior majoring in political sci-
ence, is a Hatchet columnist.

For a school that is located in the heart of 
Washington, D.C., this University has 
done an excellent job at containing what 

could otherwise be a sprawling campus. De-
spite its best efforts, however, the school is still 
missing a nucleus where students can gather 
– other than the library or J Street.

For this reason, the University should 
provide funds to create a remodeled Fish-
bowl, which would be able to act as a tradi-
tional student center. The Fishbowl is a small, 
student-run space that serves coffee, provides 
board games and hosts open mic nights, and 
is used by numerous student organizations. In 
a sense, it is a very small student 
union, and helps to make campus 
seem more communal and tight-
knit amidst the large backdrop of 
Washington, D.C.

There are very few places to just 
sit in a relaxed setting while drink-
ing coffee or grabbing something 
to eat. Our existing dining estab-
lishments and coffee shops could 
potentially serve that purpose, but 
they are too crowded and small to 
do so effectively. As a result, stu-
dents gather across a disconnected number of 
locations on campus with no desirable central 
setting to congregate.

Campus needs some sort of entity that 
combines the atmosphere and advantages of 
G-Dub Java, Starbucks and the Marvin Center. 
But attempting to expand, build or change the 
current nature of these places would be fruit-
less for numerous reasons. 

A remodeled Fishbowl could have a coffee 
bar and a small pub, which would be able to 
serve a variety of drinks and food with plenty 
of space to sit and relax. It could also have 
multiple floors with open space to study or 

hang out. As the Foggy Bottom Campus lacks 
a place for student performers and organiza-
tions to perform and prominently host events, 
an expanded Fishbowl would provide a much 
greater opportunity for students to showcase 
their talents and student orgs to become more 
visible. Since the Fishbowl is student-run, stu-
dents will have the ability to help design and 
plan any new venue.

A great example of this student-center 
prototype is the University of California Davis 
Coffee House. Over 7,000 students come daily 
to the UC Davis CoHo, which is a popular 
hangout and dining spot on campus. It has af-

fordable food and drinks that offer 
variety compared to the traditional 
dining halls, and it is open when 
most other food venues are closed. 
It hosts student performances, 
rents out space to student organi-
zations and employs over 250 stu-
dent employees.

The vastly under-utilized Vet-
erans Memorial Park provides 
plenty of space right next to the 
existing Fishbowl for expansion. 
Why not expand the Fishbowl into 

this space, leaving some room for a patio in 
the new building?

Obviously, undertaking this project will 
take money. Yet just because the University 
has not specifically allocated funds for any 
such project does not mean that we should not 
seriously consider this venture, as it is time 
that money is spent to help refashion student 
life on campus. Creating a new Fishbowl will 
go a long way toward making the school seem 
smaller and giving campus a stronger identity, 
and attracting more students to GW. 

–The writer, a sophomore majoring in political 
science, is a Hatchet columnist.

I thought it was important to reply to The 
Hatchet’s Jan. 11 article entitled “Counseling 
Center changes policy.” The article implies 
that there is a new policy in place at the Uni-
versity Counseling Center, and that the only 
way to be seen for initial assessment is via the 
phone. But both statements are not true.  

The phone system has been successfully 
operating for the past two years. An ever-
growing number of colleges and universities 
across the country are shifting their initial 
consultation services to a telephone triage 
system, like the one utilized by the UCC. 
Initial consultations, whether by phone or 
in person, remain free to GW students. UCC 
has continued to remain flexible in allowing 
any student who is uncomfortable with the 
telephone system to come for an initial ses-
sion on site.

The telephone triage system allows for 
swift response to student need — often the 
same day, and certainly no later than 24 hours 
— and thus, enables initial face-to-face stu-
dent contact quickly. Before implementing 
this triage system, the UCC consulted with 
the centers at Cornell and Columbia univer-

sities, who presented that students have ex-
pressed high satisfaction with the rapid re-
sponse to concerns. There have been very few 
complaints about use of the telephone as the 
initial assessment of student needs since its 
inception at GW. 

Similar to triage utilized in most medical 
centers and hospitals for physical care, a tele-
phone triage system also has the advantage of 
rapidly determining the level of urgency of a 
presenting problem. Through initial screen-
ing within 24 hours, the UCC can provide the 
appropriate level of treatment.  However, any 
student who expresses an urgent need for as-
sessment is still seen immediately face-to-face 
by our on-site staff members who operate 
throughout the business day and are avail-
able for after-hour emergencies.

Another advantage of the new system is 
that it has streamlined the counselor assign-
ment process. It is usually the same coun-
selor who provides the triage and counseling. 
When students come in to the Center, they 
already have established a relationship with 
a counselor.

John Dages, Ph.D.
–The writer is the director of the University 

Counseling Center.

Phillip Ensler

Columnist

UCC doors remain wide open

Doug Cohen

Columnist
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Former Sen. Chris Dodd, D-
Conn., offered insight into the 
development of his signature fi-
nancial reform bill Friday at the 
Jack Morton Auditorium, saying 
his job was not to punish bad in-
vestors but to create a totally new 
financial structure.

Dodd described the two-year 
process of trying to fix a broken 
system that he said enabled the 
2008 economic crisis. The former 
senator, who did not run for re-
election in 2010, said he was tasked 
with creating a new system that 
would prevent future collapses.

“The need for serious finan-
cial reform seemed clear. My job 
was not to punish those who 
created the mess. Our job was to 
reform the architecture that was 
almost 100 years old,” Dodd said. 
“We needed to build a system that 
would help avoid economic crises 
when possible and to minimize 
them when they occur.”

Dodd headlined the GW 
Law School’s annual symposium 
on economic and financial law, 
which focused this year on the 
impact of the Dodd-Frank Wall 
Street Reform and Consumer Pro-
tection Act. 

President Barack Obama 
signed the legislation into law in 
July, and analysts considered it 
the most comprehensive financial 
reform since the Great Depres-
sion. 

The bill, which included great-
er federal oversight for financial 
companies and created a consum-
er protection panel, was one of 
the Democrats’ signature achieve-
ments during the 111th Congress.

“To me, proving that Congress 
could grapple with big issues, 
maybe not with perfection, but to 
come up with some good answers 
and creative ideas that nobody 
ever thought could get done, car-
ried the day in a very acrimonious 
environment,” Dodd said after 
the event. Dodd, who spoke for 
about an hour, discussed the need 
for strong regulation amid a “wild 
west” atmosphere on Wall Street. 

The debate, he said, was also 
intensified because of the lack of 
financial literacy in Congress.

“Everyone thinks they should 
be secretary of defense or secre-
tary of state or the president. But a 
damn few ever think they should 
be secretary of treasury or serve 
on the Federal Reserve Board,” 
Dodd said. 

Dodd defended the federal 
government’s bailout of the coun-
try’s financial system in 2008. He 
described a dramatic meeting 
with then Secretary of Treasury 
Henry Paulson, Federal Reserve 
Chairman Ben Bernanke and 
members of Congress in 2008 be-
fore enacting the bailout.

“What was said in that room 
that evening I equate with the po-
litical and economic equivalent of 
almost a 9/11 moment. The Fed-
eral Reserve chairman announced 

that unless we acted within a mat-
ter of days, the entire financial 
system in the entire world could 
melt down.” 

Dodd spoke as part of an all-
day conference hosted by the law 
school.

“Conferences like this are tre-
mendously valuable. Nothing is 
more dangerous than a member 
of Congress thinking he’s crafted 
perfection,” said Lawrence Mitch-
ell, executive director of the GW 
Law School’s Center for Law, 
Economics and Finance, which 
co-sponsored the event. “We need 
conferences to assess the practi-
calities of legislation.” u

Former Minnesota Gov. Tim Pawlenty 
added credence to rumors that he will 
make a bid for the White House in 2012, 
while attempting to craft a presidential im-
age discussing GOP hot topics like Ameri-
can exceptionalism.

Pawlenty – who was on Sen. John Mc-
Cain’s shortlist for running mate before he 
tapped former Gov. Sarah Palin in 2008 – 
told a group of College Republicans that if 
he were going to run, it would be for the 
coveted Oval Office, not the vice presiden-
tial spot.

“If I decide to run it would be for presi-
dent, not vice president,” Pawlenty said at 
an event in the Marvin Center Thursday 
night, adding, “Whoever the candidate is if 
I run, and I believe it will be me, there will 
be no shortage, no shortage of great talent,” 
in the pool of vice presidential candidates. 

Aside from talking about his political 
aspirations, Pawlenty said it’s imperative 
to uphold the freedoms and liberties that 
distinguish America from other nations.

“I hope that you can also conceive of 
a future where government does what it 
needs to do,” Pawlenty said.

Pawlenty said individualism drives 
everything in America, from entrepreneur-
ship to communities, adding that govern-
ment intervention “begins to discourage 
not just those American activities, but it be-
gins to diminish the American spirit.”

Pawlenty spoke for about 15 minutes 
before taking questions from the audience, 
which included students from George-
town, American and Catholic universities.

Pawlenty emphasized the importance 

of the Republican youth movement, in an 
interview after the event.

“We really want to encourage young 
people to get involved and stay involved 
in the future of the Republican Party,” he 
said.

During his two terms as Minnesota 
governor, a traditionally liberal state, 
Pawlenty cut spending for the first time in 
its 150-year history, and said if he were to 
win the top spot, his first order would be to 
cut government spending.  

“One of the most important issues fac-
ing the country is the out-of-control deficit 
spending that the government is engaged 
in, which can cause the country great harm 
if we don’t get it back, headed in the right 
direction, ” Pawlenty told The Hatchet.  

Pawlenty also took time to extend his 
sympathy to those affected in the Tuscon, 
Ariz. shooting, while insisting that the only 
one to blame for the tragedy was the shoot-
er, not heated political rhetoric.  

“We can’t judge others or make con-
demnations of others based on the act of a 
deranged person,” he said.  

CRs Chairman Jake Wolf said Pawlen-
ty’s modest upbringing in a small Minne-
sota town makes him stand out from other 
politicians.

“We have a lot of people who are very 
enthusiastic about Gov. Pawlenty’s expect-
ed presidential campaign,” Wolf said.

Wolf added that he was pleased that 
Pawlenty focused on restoring American 
jobs and increasing national security dur-
ing his talk.

“His message really resonates, not just 
with GW students, but anybody who has 
experienced what America has to offer,” 
Dan Horning, a sophomore, said. u

District officials will start en-
forcing new recycling laws, which 
require all D.C. residents, apart-
ment buildings and companies to 
recycle their trash, or else face hefty 
fines.

The Department of Public 
Works now requires all D.C. busi-
nesses – including universities like 
GW – to recycle all plastic and card-
board products.

DPW Recycling Program Of-
ficer William Easley said the big-
gest changes to the recycling law 
regard amendments to the fine 
structure.

“Where the fines used to be 
based on square footage, now the 
price for violations is the same re-
gardless of the size of the building,” 
Easley said.

If an inspector finds garbage 
mixed with recycling, the first of-
fense could cost the violator as 
much as $200. 

If further violations occur 
within the next 60 days, second- 
and third-tier charges of $600 and 
$1,500, respectively, will apply.

The law also states that signs 
must be clearly posted requiring 
recycling at the building’s entrance, 
and different receptacles for each 
distinct recyclable good need to be 
labeled properly.

Easley said the DPW ceded, 
however, that organizations like 
GW cannot always control whether 
or not students separate their trash 
from their recyclables. Because of 
this, Easley said minor violations 
may be overlooked.

If only a small number of stu-
dents are not separating their recy-
cling from their trash, for example, 
the entire building or school will not 
be punished. But if large violations 
occur frequently, the fine will more 
likely be enforced, Easley said.

For places like residence halls, 
this may entail posting more signs 
or implementing better education 
programs.

University spokeswoman Mi-
chelle Sherrard said GW does not 
anticipate running into issues im-
plementing the changes to the law, 
and will continue to post signs.

Sherrard would not say wheth-
er the University would incur the 
fines or levy them onto students re-
sponsible for violating the recycling 
laws.

“The University hasn’t received 
fines in several years, and we be-
lieve with continued GW commu-
nity support that we’ll continue this 
track record,” Sherrard said.

Easley said the DPW worked 
on recycling programs with How-
ard University this past summer, 
focusing on teaching incoming 
freshmen how to recycle properly.

“They actually have a group of 
students who work with their fa-
cilities to tell students what require-
ments the school has,” Easley said. 
“The freshmen will be there for 
four years to replace the graduating 
seniors, so it is really important that 
they know the rules.” u

D.C. to enforce recycling laws
by LiaNNa haveL
Hatchet Reporter

Tim Pawlenty: If I run, it 
will be for the presidency  

zachary krahmer | hatchet PhOtOGraPher 
Former Minnesota Gov. Tim Pawlenty spoke to the College Republicans in a packed 
Marvin Center Ballroom Thursday night. 

by reid daveNPOrt
Hatchet Staff Writer

by cOry weiNberG
Hatchet Staff Writer

GabrieLLa demczuk | hatchet PhOtOGraPher 
Former Sen. Chris Dodd, D-Conn., 
spoke about the country's financial fu-
ture at a GW Law School event Friday.

Dodd attends law conference



The GW haTcheTNewsPage 6 w January 18, 2011

Prominent figures in to-
day’s media, business and poli-
tics convened in Lisner Audito-
rium Thursday night to discuss 
the future of American politics 
for a live broadcast of PBS’ “The 
Tavis Smiley Show.”

The three-hour program 
focused on the changing face of 
American politics, and the pan-
elists agreed the deeply divided 
political environment is causing 
a great deal of problems for the 
entire population.

“There is this short-term 
mentality of, ‘I want it yester-
day.’ Decisions are based on, 
‘Will I get elected in two years, 
will I get re-elected in four 
years?’” CNBC “Closing Bell” 
anchor Maria Bartiromo said. 
“That is at the crux of our prob-
lems.”

The panelists expressed 
generally pessimistic views 
when weighing in on issues fac-
ing the country today.

“A hundred million Ameri-
cans are worse off than their 
parents were... how do you 
move forward if one half of a 
country’s people say the best 
days of the nation are behind 
us?” Huffington Post Editor 
in Chief Arianna Huffington 
asked. Education, they agreed, 
was key for moving the country 
forward politically and socially.

“We need to give people 
the opportunity to get educat-

ed, work hard and move up the 
ladder,” said Bartiromo.

Former speechwriter for 
President George W. Bush Da-
vid Frum said “bad attitudes” 
across society are the culprit for 
students falling short.

“We spend so much mon-
ey educating children, but we 
are not getting the results we 
want... it is all in our attitudes,” 
the conservative blogger said.

Economic issues were also 
a big focus of the panel’s discus-
sion. Panelists said the financial 
crisis is still the dominating is-
sue in America today, citing a 
high unemployment rate and 
widening social class gaps as 
pressing concerns.

“We are seeing a realign-
ment that we saw during the 
Great Depression. We learned 
to take care of our own people 
then,” Maria Teresa Kumar, ex-
ecutive director of Voto Latino, 
said. “A lot of legislation came 
out of this Great Recession that 
tried to do this... but we did just 
an okay job.”

Kumar emphasized that 
focusing on education would 
allow America to restore its eco-
nomic stability.

The last hour of the pro-
gram focused on how to move 
away from the country’s cur-
rent problems. Smiley asked the 
panelists whether they thought 
Republicans were going to 

change the rules of government 
with the increased power of the 
party in Congress.

“The Republicans know 
that the president is vulnerable. 
He misstepped the center-right 
nation when he passed partisan 
legislation,” David Brody, chief 
political correspondent for the 
Christian Broadcasting Net-
work, said.

Huffington immediately 
disputed Brody’s “center-right 
nation” term, arguing instead 
that Americans need to come 
together from all sides, regard-
less of political persuasion.

“We’re on a journey to-
wards a more perfect union,” 
she said.  u

D.C. residents seeking 
medical marijuana are unable 
to obtain a prescription in the 
city, despite the legalization of 
the drug last summer.

Difficulties in regulating 
the drug have caused delays in 
dispensaries being set up, D.C. 
Department of Health spokes-
woman Mahlori Isaacs said.

“Due to legal litigation, it is 
unclear when medicinal mari-
juana will make it to Washing-
ton, D.C. depositories,” Isaacs 
said. 

Medical marijuana became 
legal in the District July 27, 
2010, after Congress' allotted 
30-day review period expired. 
If Congress does not touch a 
bill passed by the D.C. Council 
in that 30-day period, it auto-

matically becomes law. 
The D.C. health depart-

ment is responsible for estab-
lishing the regulations needed 
to ensure the legal distribution 
of the controversial drug. Pro-
posed rules for the cultivation 
and distribution of the drug 
are expected to take effect once 
they are published in the D.C. 
Register. Though this is expect-
ed to happen soon, there is no 
official date set at this time.

GW Hospital spokeswom-
an Heather Oldham said the 
hospital is unable to comment 
on whether or not it will be al-
lowed to distribute medicinal 
marijuana.

Oldham said the hospital’s 
lawyers are still attempting to 
figure out what changes the 
hospital would need to make 
in order to accommodate the 
law.

D.C. hospitals will be able 
to distribute the drug if they 
submit a dispensary registra-
tion application and are ap-
proved by the D.C. Board of 
Health, similar to any other 
dispensary, Issacs said. She 
added that hospitals will 
probably not qualify as culti-
vation centers due to difficul-
ties in ensuring the security of 
the facility.

GW Hospital physicians 
will be able to recommend 
marijuana treatment for pa-
tients who qualify.

A medical marijuana cer-
tification provider, according 
to proposed rules, must certify 
businesses or individuals who 
want to distribute medicinal 
marijuana. To be certified, 
distributors must submit an 
application detailing facility’s 
staffing, security, cultivation 

and product safety plan. 
As of now, no dispensa-

ries have been qualified by the 
DOH, Issacs said. 

Only individuals with a 
recommendation from a De-
partment of Health-registered 
physician will be able to use 
medical marijuana in D.C. 
Anyone who wants to obtain 
the drug for medicinal purpos-
es must also provide a social 
security number and proof of 
residency in the District to be 
approved by the DOH. 

Only D.C. residents will be 
able to obtain the drug here, so 
students who are not perma-
nent residents of the District 
won’t be able to purchase mar-
ijuana from D.C. dispensaries, 
even if they have permission 
to obtain the drug in states that 
already allow the use of me-
dicinal marijuana. u

Panelists ponder political future
PBS films 'The 
Tavis Smiley 
Show' on campus
by AmANdA d'AmbrA
Hatchet Staff Writer

courtesy of jessicA mccoNNell-burt | uNiversity photogrApher
Media, business and political leaders discussed the future of American politics for a live broadcast of PBS' 
"The Tavis Smiley Show" Thursday.

access to medical marijuana delayed
by bob bogle
Hatchet Reporter

Phi Epsilon would be 
barred from participating 
in spring rush, which be-
gins next week.

“Until we have the 
chapter’s next steps, we’re 
not doing anything sanc-
tion-wise,” Pereira said. 
“[Whether they partici-
pate] is still on the table for 
discussion” over the next 
couple of days.

The University has re-
mained silent on the spe-
cific allegations against the 
five chapters under investi-
gation since November, cit-
ing privacy concerns to the 
victims involved, but an 
administrator close to the 
investigations said charges 
were serious enough to re-
quire long-term investiga-
tions.

“The last time SJS put 
three months into an inves-
tigation that was Greek-
related was for other very 
serious incidents,” the 
source said, citing the 2007 
investigation into Alpha 
Pi Epsilon, also known as 
APES. 

In 2007, several mem-
bers of the fraternity came 
forward to report hazing 
allegations so severe that 
the University involved 
the Metropolitan Police 
Department. Extensive de-
tail as to what the hazing 
allegations involved was 

never made public but the 
fraternity was booted off 
campus after the investiga-
tion completed. 

Last year, Phi Kappa Psi 
was found in violation of 
the Student Code of Con-
duct for hazing and pro-
viding alcohol to minors, 
but did not lose its charter 
or University housing.

Pi Kappa Alpha Presi-
dent Michael Waterman 
declined to comment spe-
cifically on how the chap-
ter will move forward, in-
stead issued a statement to 
The Hatchet. 

“We take nothing more 
seriously than the safety 
of our members and new 
members,” Waterman said 
in the statement. “We as an 
organization do not sup-
port, engage in, or condone 
hazing, and are actively 
working with GW and our 
International Headquar-
ters to address these alle-
gations.”

Sigma Phi Epsilon Pres-
ident Nick Polk declined to 
comment, and Kappa Kap-
pa Gamma President Bian-
ca Timiraos did not return 
a request for comment.

Delta Gamma and Pi 
Kappa Phi have also been 
under investigation by the 
University since Novem-
ber, but have not yet been 
formally charged.

“Decisions are forth-
coming in relation to other 
investigations that have 
been going on this fall,” 
Pereira said. u
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and Emory University, 
among others.

Freshman Rachel Mitch-
ener, who helped paint a 
logo of the University of 
Maryland, said she thought 
the logos will have a posi-
tive impact on students.

“I think that [the col-
lege logos] will inspire the 
kids to look to the future,” 
Mitchener said.

Last year's event caused 
a minor stir when some stu-
dents felt their volunteering 
was part of a larger public-
ity ploy, rather than a day 
dedicated to service. Some 
students also complained 
there was not enough work 
for volunteers. Those con-
cerns were not echoed 
Monday, partly because 
GW limited the amount of 
students who could partici-
pate. The University also 
spread volunteers across 
more sites this year. 

Jaleel Feimster, a se-
nior at Ballou Senior High 
School, expressed his grati-
tude toward the efforts of 
the volunteers.

“I really think it will be 
beneficial,” Feimster said. 
He described how the ser-
vice from last year’s GW 
students started the pro-

cess of modernizing the 
library. 

“The library was so 
dirty. It didn’t have any 
type of [good] books. Now 
there are books, tables, a 
new computer, a [check-
out] desk, paintings on the 
walls,” he said.  

At a closing ceremony, 
Knapp, LaHood and Barnes, 
as well as D.C. Rep. Eleanor 
Holmes Norton and Ward 
8 Councilmember Marion 
Barry, spoke about the val-
ue of the service work, and 
expressed their gratitude 
toward the volunteers.

“You all could give a 
clinic in service,” Barnes 
said. “Tomorrow students 
are going to walk into Bal-
lou High School and see the 
evidence of your work.”

At the end of the day, 
volunteers were treated to 
a surprise performance by 
two-time Grammy award 
winner Eric Roberson, who 
sang a Day of Service ver-
sion of Stevie Wonder’s 
“Happy Birthday,” followed 
by a performance from the 
nationally renowned Bal-
lou marching band.

“Know that what you 
have done here today and 
hopefully what you will 
do for tomorrow, the next 
day, and the day after that, 
is changing lives,” Barnes 
said.  u

from p. 1

MLK

to identify or prosecute the 
perpetrator.

The three negligence 
claims filed against the city in-
clude negligent hiring, train-
ing and supervision of Met-
ropolitan Police Department 
officers, interference in the 
plaintiff’s medical treatment 
and failure to investigate her 
alleged sexual assault, ac-
cording to court documents.

A U.S. district judge dis-
missed the charges against 
the District in August, grant-
ing a summary judgement – 
a ruling without a trial that 
takes place when a judge de-
termines that none of the ma-
terial facts are in dispute.

At the time of the alleged 
incident, D.C. law required 
MPD officers to interview vic-
tims and determine whether 

or not a hospital should ad-
minister a rape kit, which in 
this case officers deemed un-
necessary. 

“A sexual assault kit is for 
police to recover evidence,” 
Sergeant Ronald Reid of the 
MPD Sex Assault Unit told 
The Hatchet in 2007. “So if we 
don’t have reason to believe a 
crime happened we wouldn’t 
administer a rape kit.”

The plaintiff’s lawyer, 
Bruce Spiva, said this proce-
dure is no longer part of MPD 
policy, and said rape kits are 
now administered to all vic-
tims of sexual assault who 
request an examination. 

In a memorandum opin-
ion, Judge Richard Leon said 
MPD officers were perform-
ing their official duties by 
“responding to reports of 
alleged crime and deciding 
whether to open an investi-
gation.”

Though officers might 
have negligently responded 

to the plaintiff’s situation by 
determining her case was not 
sexual assault, and prevent-
ing her access to a rape kit, 
they were performing a po-
lice duty, and the District is 
therefore not liable, according 
to the memorandum.

Spiva said his client – 
whose name is being with-
held due to a Hatchet policy 
of not naming individuals 
who report sexual assault– 
is appealing the decision to 
remove D.C. from the case, 
saying the public duty doc-
trine – which protects police 
officers who are perform-
ing their duties according to 
MPD policy – should not ap-
ply. Spiva said in this case, the 
public duty doctrine does not 
apply because police were 
not performing duties while 
a crime was taking place, but 
were preventing the plaintiff 
from receiving treatment af-
terwards.

“It wasn’t that they had 

failed to stop the sexual as-
sault and the drugging to 
happen in the first place,” 
Spiva said. “It was their reac-
tion afterwards and the way 
they interfered with the hos-
pitals and prevented them 
from doing the sexual assault 
examination.”

The court has not yet 
reached a decision on the case 
in terms of the other defen-
dants, including the Univer-
sity and GW Hospital. Efforts 
to set a trial date have been 
stalled, pending the appeal 
to bring the District back into 
the case. 

Spiva said his client will 
pursue a trial date regardless 
of the results of the appeal in 
order to hold the other defen-
dants liable and seek dam-
ages for the pain his client 
endured.

“She went through almost 
a 24-hour odyssey and pain 
trying to get someone to give 
her an exam,” Spiva said. u

increased emphasis on 
fundraising for financial 
aid. 

The maximum Pell 
Grant award for the 2010-
2011 academic year was 
$5,550, according to the 
Federal Student Financial 
Aid division of the U.S. 
Department of Education. 
With the potential budget 
cuts, the maximum grant 
could drop to $4,705, and 
may be cut completely from 
a student who qualifies for 
less Pell Grant aid. 

The amount granted to 

each student is based on 
financial need, costs to at-
tend school, and status as 
a full-time or part-time stu-
dent. 

Sophomore Steve Li 
said he considers his Pell 
Grant to be a “pretty sig-
nificant” part of his finan-
cial aid package, as it cov-
ers one-tenth of his overall 
financial aid allotment. Li 
said if students lost part or 
all of their Pell Grants, they 
would be forced to find an-
other source of aid.

“Since, as you progress 
through GW, your bill in-
creases because of housing, 
people have to get more 
private loans to compensate 
for the gap,” Li said.  u

from p. 1

GRANTS

from p. 1

cOURT

Interested in working for an 
award-winning  

newspaper or website?

The Hatchet has openings for  
reporters, photographers and  

videographers.

E-mail join@gwhatchet to get involved



members said.
However, many actors said 

Skype, a video conferencing pro-
gram, saved the day.

“Skype was a huge help. We’d 
call each other on Skype and run 
lines. I was in New Jersey, and I 
Skyped with our director Christi, 
who was in Hawaii,” freshman 
Andy Brown, who plays Antipholus 
of Syracuse, said.

Liongson said the cast was de-
termined to stay in constant com-
munication through the vacations, 
helping to ease the disruption in the 
rehearsal schedule.

“They would call me to run 
lines, and even if I was in the lobby 
for the dentist, I’d do it,” said Li-
ongson. 

Cast members will also try to ex-
ecute the show’s physicality, which 
includes visual comedy and a sword 
fight, and required stage combat 
choreography.

The 14th Grade Players hope its 
spacious venue – the Betts Theatre, 
which usually houses the dance and 
theater department's MainStage 
productions – will force each actor 
to perform bigger and better. 

“It will serve as an energizer,” 
said Holstein.

The cast hopes that energy will 

help them express classic language 
for a modern audience, and pres-
ent a show that may be a different 
Shakespeare than people know.

“It’s a light, fun play. It’s not 
‘Macbeth.’ You’re not going to leave 
the play with a sense of gravitas and 
a perspective on the nature of man,” 
Meyer said. “It’s a little easier for an 
audience to grasp that isn’t familiar 
with the language. Hopefully, you’ll 
just be inspired to read more Shake-
speare.” u

Whimsical doll vignettes and 
vibrant folk paintings weave a 
tapestry that tells the story of two 
lives in which color and bright-
ness bring hope to tragedy in the 
latest Luther W. Brady Art Gallery 
exhibit. 

“Works by Magda Watts and 
Malcah Zeldis” is on display in the 
Media and Public Affairs building 
until Feb. 25 and tells the story of 
Watts, an Israeli woman who sur-
vived the Holocaust by trading 
handcrafted dolls in exchange for 
food, and Zeldis, a celebrated folk 
painter who also lived in Israel. 

Watts’ artwork seems to radi-
ate light, hope and even a sense 
of comedy despite the horror that 
surrounded the beginning of her 
artistic career. At 15 years old, 
Watts began making dolls to keep 
herself occupied and to trade for 

food while in Auschwitz. 
Watts’ miniature figurines and 

domestic sets adorning the gallery 
seem to transform the space into a 
freeze-frame of a society of mario-
nettes. The dolls and 3-D vignettes 
tell stories of life in New York City 
bagel shops, in synagogues and in 
a concentration camp. 

The dollmaker greeted visi-
tors via video from Israel at the 
exhibit’s opening. Sitting in front 
of her dollmaking supplies with 
a beaming smile, she explained 
that she wouldn’t stop working 
despite her age. 

“I am nearly 82, but I’m still 
working because I don’t let my 
hands and my brain rest,” Watts 
said. “If I don’t work, I will get 
old.”

Zeldis, who was present for 
the exhibit’s opening, used imag-
es from her childhood in Detroit 
where she lived with her immi-
grant parents; her young adult-
hood on a kibbutz, a traditional 
Jewish co-operative in Israel; and 
memories of love affairs, mother-
hood, divorce and the American 
landscape as sources of inspira-
tion. 

“I’ve been called a storyteller 
with a brush,” Malcah Zeldis said. 
“Perhaps if I knew how to write I 
wouldn’t be a painter.”

Abraham Lincoln, one of 
the people Zeldis admires most, 
also appears prominently in her 
works. 

“One of my most important 
subjects is Lincoln because of the 
simplicity of his story,” she ex-
plained. “He freed the slaves. I 
felt like a slave to my insecurities, 
of my doubts. It’s amazing that 

people can suffer so much and 
still maintain such high values.”

When they stand alone, Zeldis’ 
pieces are bold, bright and often 
depict heartfelt images of family 
and American life. The lively hues 
give a hopeful and uplifting air 
to scenes that depict dark experi-

ences with poverty and the Holo-
caust. 

“In Hebrew, the word for red 
is the same as the words for Adam 
and blood. It is mankind,” Zeldis 
said. “I need that colorful stimula-
tion. I love it.”

When viewed collectively, 

Zeldis’ works combine to form a 
landscape of the painter’s life that 
she says enables a therapeutic 
process.

“By painting, I’m healing my 
own wounds by surrounding my-
self with people I admire,” she 
said. u
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cbowman@gwhatchet.com

Christian Ewing
Contributing Editor
cewing@gwhatchet.com H

Culture This Week in 
GW History

20 yEars ago...
Faculty Senate includes 
sexual orientation in 
equal opportunity policy.

16 yEars ago...
A Honda 
explodes behind 
Guthridge Hall. 
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If there’s one thing that’s never 
novel about the new year, it’s reso-
lutions – those pesky “self-help” 
promises that poison the minds of 
those celebrating such a 
joyous holiday. 

These senseless 
hopes and dreams seem 
to appear for about 10 
days each January be-
fore dying off until the 
next year rolls around.

When I returned to Foggy Bot-
tom two weeks ago, I found a com-
pletely different atmosphere. For 
one thing, the salad bar at J Street 
has become quite the commodity. 
While waiting in line for my Wen-
dy’s Double Cheeseburger Deluxe 
with a large fry and Coke, I could 
see hordes of girls flocking to the 
salad bar like gazelle to a watering 
hole. Thank goodness for low-fat 
dressing.

Similarly, HelWell seemed to 
be more packed recently. I made a 
late-night trip to work on my figure 
and was greeted by half the student 
body dripping in sweat. Maybe it's 
the new year, but it was like all these 
people were suddenly informed 
that excess calories could shorten 
your life span. Normally, I would 
have gone straight to the weight 
room and started my lunges, but I 
had no desire to do so with a giant 
grunting audience.

I usually forget to make a New 
Years resolution for myself, but af-

ter being surrounded by all these 
ambitious people, I figured I should 
work on some goals of my own. So, 
after hours of contemplation, I gave 

my dad a call. I told 
him I had decided that 
my New Years resolu-
tion was to refrain from 
spending any money 
aside from the balance 
he provided for my 

meal plan.
He said, “No money at all? How 

do you expect to get into bars?”
Dad raised a very good point. I 

told him that I could work around 
this minor roadblock by making 
a few revisions to my resolution. 
I would spend a small amount of 
money over the next year, but only 
on food and alcohol.

To this he had an even more in-
sightful response: “That’s not a res-
olution, son. You already spend all 
your money on food and alcohol.”

The man knows me well.
Not to be deterred, I spent some 

time searching for a new life plan, 
but I realized something else in the 
process. New Years resolutions are 
counterproductive. All they do is 
make you feel guilty about what you 
didn’t do last year, stressed about 
what you plan to do next year, and 
eventually disappointed when you 
fail to do what you planned. 

I resolve to save myself from 
that disappointment and simply 
have a happy new year. u

Color heals wounds and restores hope

CathErinE FinsnEss | hatChEt PhotograPhEr
Magda Watts' dolls and Malcah Zeldis' paintings tell stories of struggle and triumph over the dark experiences of their  
childhoods by incorporating color and brightness into each work. 

''

''

It's amazing that 
people can suffer 
so much and still 

maintain such high 
values.

Malcah Zeldis
Painter

by maura wElCh
Hatchet Reporter

SLICE
of life

Joshua 
Perlman

Refusing to resolve

HATCHET RECIPES

Ravioli with a  
sage brown butter sauce
Ingredients: 
v Olive oil               v Fresh sage
v Frozen peas       v Cinnamon
v Fresh button mushrooms, sliced
v Store-bought ravioli (pumpkin or 
       butternut squash is best)
v ¼ stick of butter 
v Grated Parmesan cheese

There is no shame in using store-bought ingredients, as long as you elevate them to something 
exceptional. By releasing aromatic oils in the sage, sautéing the vegetables with garlic, and browning 
the butter, you can create many levels of flavor in no time at all. 

Directions:

1. For the ravioli, salt a pot of water until it tastes 
like ocean water and heat to a boil.

2. With a drizzle of olive oil in a pan over medi-
um heat, sauté the mushrooms with thin slices 
of garlic and season with salt and pepper. When 
the mushrooms are almost finished, add about 
five leaves of chopped sage (slapping the leaves 
in your palm before chopping will help release 
aromatic oils).

3. Add thawed peas in a few minutes later 
and, when the mushrooms have softened and 
browned, deposit the vegetables into a bowl. 
Frozen peas are often tastier and more nutri-
tious than fresh.

4. Boil the ravioli. They should take about 3-4 
minutes. When they are cooked, strain thor-
oughly, but start the brown butter in the mean-

time.

5. For the brown butter, clean the pan and heat 
to medium-high. Whisk or stir pieces of butter 
in one at a time. The water in the butter will 
cook off, resulting in foam. The foam will sub-
side and the hot fat will brown the milk solids 
in the butter.

6. When the butter has a golden brown hue 
and there are fine flecks of brown, the butter is 
finished. Congratulations, you’ve made a beurre 
noisette! I like to add a pinch of cinnamon for an 
earthy sweetness. For an extra sweet twist, add 
a touch of maple or agave syrup. Immediately 
mix the butter with the vegetables to prevent 
further cooking.

7. To serve, I scatter chiffonaded (shihf-uh-
NAHD-ed) sage leaves (stack the leaves, roll, 
and slice into very thin strands) over the ravioli 
and sprinkle with Parmesan cheese.

Director plays up sexuality in Shakespeare

gaBriElla  DEmCzuk | hatChEt PhotograPhEr
The 14th Grade Players will put on William Shakespeare's 'The Comedy of Errors' this weekend. The cast promises a  
light-hearted performance that plays up Shakespeare's humor and sexual innuendos.
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It's a light, fun play. It's 
not 'Macbeth.' You're 
not going to leave the 
play with a sense of 

gravitas or the nature 
of man.

rebekah Meyer
Actor 

14th Grade Players

JorDan Emont | ContriButing Photo EDitor
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A group of student athletes 
paired up with more than 100 
Special Olympians from the D.C. 
area Saturday at the Smith Center, 
seeking to make a difference in 
the lives of special needs students 
in the community.

The first-ever Special Olym-
pics Day was organized by the 
Student Athlete Advisory Council 
– a group of student athletes – and 
Sarah-Jo Lawrence, marketing 
and promotions coordinator for 
the GW Sports Marketing Depart-
ment.

Lawrence, a former standout 
guard for the women’s basketball 
team, credited the success of the 
event to the support and enthusi-
asm of GW student athletes.

“They were instrumental in 
making this happen," Lawrence 
said. “It was just a great day and 
we’re hoping to build on that year 
after year.”

The special-needs students 
from the District, Maryland and 
Virginia were paired with a GW 

student athlete for the day, and 
the pairs watched the women’s 
basketball team take on St. Bo-
naventure. 

At halftime, two Special Olym-
pics basketball teams scrimmaged 
on the court, with men’s basket-
ball players Tim Johnson and Dan 
Guest serving as referees.

Student Athlete Advisory 
Council Treasurer Lindsey Rowe, 
a junior on the women’s soccer 
team, said the Special Olympics 
event was indicative of the Coun-
cil’s goal of extending its commu-
nity outreach.

“This year, we tried to get a 
little more involved, have the ath-
letic department give back more 
to the communities,” Rowe said. 
“We’ve done a couple fundraisers, 
so this is just another way to get 
involved in the community.”

The Council's President Peter 
Thomas, a senior on the men’s 
water polo team, said it was nice 
to make a connection with the 
Special Olympians.

“For us, it was a chance to in-
teract with Special Olympians,” 
Thomas said. “Sarah-Jo told us 

that they wanted to meet col-
lege athletes, so it's always nice 
to meet someone that’s a fellow 
athlete. We share a common bond 
with the athletic drive, and what 
it takes to do the sport.”

Fellow SAAC member Zach 
Borenstein, a senior on the men’s 
cross country team and the Coun-
cil’s community service represen-
tative, emphasized the day’s ben-
efits for the GW community.

“To be an athlete, there’s a lot 
of just natural abilities, talents, 
gifts that you have that you don’t 
realize how basic it is, compared 
to other people,” Borenstein said. 
“I think that everyone felt they 
could get on board with this.”

A halftime scrimmage be-
tween the two Special Olympics 
basketball teams, the highlight of 
Saturday’s event, drew a standing 
ovation from the Special Olympi-
ans sitting courtside as well as the 
Smith Center crowd. 

Cheryl Beil, GW’s assistant 
vice president for Academic Plan-
ning, Institutional Research and 
Assessment, watched her son Jer-
emy – who has been a ball boy for 

the Colonials for the past 13 years 
– participate Saturday.

Beil stressed how much the 
event meant to the special-needs 
students who participated.

“They have been talking about 

this for weeks, it has been the high-
light of their weeks,” Beil said. 
“It’s so exciting for them. And all 
the other kids, they love this, they 
practice every Saturday, so this is 
like a dream come true.” u

Special Olympians take to the court

aNNe werNikoff | PHoTo ediTor
More than 100 Special Olympians were paired with student athletes for the Special 
Olympics Day, which featured a halftime scrimmage.

by elizabeTH TrayNor
Contributing Editor
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Models wanted for test-
ing digital photography 
and video. All body types, 
nationalities, ages over 18 
considered.  Pay $10/hour, 
call (571)319-9999.

Sitters Wanted. $12+ per 
hour. Register free for 
jobs near campus or home. 
www.student-sitters.com 
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Last word
"I almost feel like 
apologizing to the GW 
faithful. It's just not 
what GW basketball is 
all about." 

–Mike Bozeman, women's 
basketball head coach, on his team's 
disappointing performance in its  
72-48 loss to St. Bonaventure 
Saturday. 

Sports
elizabeth traynor
Contributing Editor
etraynor@gwhatchet.com

NumBer 
cruNch 38 The number of minutes junior Tony 

Taylor played in GW's 67-62 loss to 
Harvard Saturday afternoon.

H
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Louis Nelson
Sports Editor
lnelson@gwhatchet.com

The men’s basketball team’s 
loss Saturday afternoon to Harvard 
might not mean much in the long 
run. With its undefeated Atlantic 
10 record still intact after the loss to 
the Ivy League foe, the Colonials’ 
spot atop the early conference 
standings remains unchanged, but 
the true ramifications of Saturday’s 
loss might not be best represented 
on paper.

With the 67-62 loss to the Crim-
son Saturday, the Colonials (10-7, 
3-0 A-10) had their season-best 
five-game winning streak snapped 
and lost just their second game 
since Dec. 8. Prior to Saturday’s 
contest, GW had been flying high, 
having opened A-10 play 3-0 for 
the first time since 2005-2006.

Now instead of heading into 
Wednesday night’s road game 
against Richmond, a team that 
beat the Colonials twice last sea-
son, on a six-game winning streak, 
GW will roll into Richmond with a 
bruised ego and looking to answer 
many of the same questions it has 
dealt with for much of the season.

The Colonials, who had seem-
ingly found their rhythm on of-
fense before struggling during last 
Wednesday’s win over Fordham, 
struggled once again to score for 
much of the game Saturday, shoot-
ing 42.9 percent for the game and 
just under 38 percent in the second 
half. Just as they did against the 
Rams, the Colonials leaned on their 
defense for much of the game, but 
unlike Wednesay night’s victory, 
GW wasn’t able to find its legs on 
offense against the Crimson.

“I don’t know if we were nec-
essarily making all the baskets, we 
only had 33 points at halftime. I just 
thought we played very good de-
fense,” head coach Karl Hobbs said. 
“We knew we could do that for 20 
minutes, but we didn’t expect to be 
able to do that against this caliber of 
team for 40 minutes.”

While GW wasn’t able to find 
any sort of consistent offense, the 
Colonials were able to score ef-
fectively for stretches against the 
Crimson, relying on their trade-
mark pressure defense to force 

turnovers and create easy baskets 
that led to a 33-26 GW lead at half-
time. It was a strategy that Harvard 
head coach Tommy Amaker said 
he and his team had prepared for 
in practice in the week leading up 
to the game, and once the Crimson 
made the necessary adjustments in 
the second half, GW found itself 
unable to keep up.

“They played like a packed 
in 1-3-1 and they haven’t really 

played that all season,” junior 
guard Tony Taylor said. “It was a 
real different look, so we had to 
make adjustments and I think that 
kind of slowed us down.”

It was Taylor who once again 
led the Colonials with 14 points 
against the Crimson, but the GW 
guard who has been the go-to 
scorer in games down the stretch 
faltered late against Harvard, 
watching as his potential game-

tying layup was swatted away 
by Crimson forward Andrew Van 
Nest with a minute and a half left 
to play. Taylor, who was on the 
floor for all but two minutes of 
Saturday’s loss, said that while he 
played almost the entire game, he 
refused to use his abundance of 
minutes as an excuse.

“I think fatigue plays a factor, 
but if we’re tired, we’ll come out of 
the game,” Taylor said. “I think we 
played through fatigue today and 
we just came up short.”

Compounding GW’s prob-
lems Saturday were issues with 
referees, who called 25 fouls on the 
Colonials Saturday compared to 
18 against Harvard, the best free-
throw shooting team in the coun-
try. Hobbs, notorious for his fiery 
coaching style on the sidelines, 
was also called for a technical af-
ter arguing a charge call that went 
against Taylor.

“You’ll have to ask the offi-
cial,” Hobbs said when asked what 
prompted the technical foul call. 
“Because I coach the same way ev-
ery time on the floor. I think that’s 
something you gotta go to the of-
ficial on.”

More than his team’s inability 
to find rhythm offensively or any 
problems with officials, Hobbs 
blamed his team’s struggles on an 
inability to keep the Crimson off 
the offensive glass, despite the fact 
that GW and Harvard were even 
in the category with 15 apiece.

With a road date against the 
Spiders looming next week, Hobbs 
said that his team would try to 
move Saturday’s loss into the rear-
view mirror as quickly as possible. 
Tip-off for that game is set for 7 
p.m. Wednesday night, by which 
time Hobbs said his team will have 
learned its lessons and moved on.

“It’s a long season, you know, 
and now we’re going into the sec-
ond phase of the season. This is all 
part of it, and you take one game 
at a time,” Hobbs said. “Now we 
just gotta look at this game tonight 
and then after tomorrow, we to-
tally will forget this game and our 
focus will be on Richmond and 
we’ll block everything else out of 
our minds and get ready to find a 
way to beat Richmond.” u

As the first half of play wound down 
for the women’s basketball team Satur-
day night against St. Bonaventure, soph-
omore guard Danni Jackson limped off 
the court with a mild knee sprain, leaving 
the Colonials without their starting point 
guard for much of the second half. It was 
a costly injury for GW, but head coach 
Mike Bozeman was focused on other is-
sues after his team’s 72-48 loss Saturday.

“I feel like as a team GW didn’t show 
up tonight. I’m embarrassed by the ef-
fort. It’s just not acceptable. It’s not ac-
ceptable... I almost feel like apologizing 
to the GW faithful. It’s just not what GW 
basketball is all about,” Bozeman said. 
“Yeah, we got some injuries. We’ve got 
three 20 minute-plus players that are not 
playing right now in the rotation. We lost 
Danni at some point in the first half, but 
at the same time, that doesn’t prevent the 
type of effort that is expected form George 
Washington basketball,” he added.

For a game with such a disappoint-
ing finish, the Colonials (5-11, 0-2 Atlan-
tic 10) opened the game strong, taking 
an 11-3 lead early in the first half. From 
there, things went downhill quickly for 
GW, which struggled to keep tabs on 
the Bonnies defensively, allowing St. Bo-
naventure to shoot 55.6 percent from the 
floor and 61.5 percent from behind the 
three-point line.

While the Bonnies were red-hot from 
the floor and from beyond the arc, the 
Colonials floundered on offense, shoot-
ing under 40 percent from the field and 
less than 25 percent from behind the 
three-point line.

“We got 48 shots up, they got 49 shots 
up. They made 25 of those shots for a re-
spectable 51 percent and we made 17 of 
those shots for an un-respectable 35.4 per-
cent,” Bozeman said. “We missed every 
kind of shot. We missed mid-range shots, 
we missed three-point shots, we missed 
layups, so that turns back to a lack of fo-
cus.”

In the locker room, Bozeman pre-
sided over a longer than usual post-game 
meeting with his team in which the head 
coach said he allowed his players to talk 
amongst themselves about their lack of 
energy against the Bonnies.

“As you can tell, today was kind of 
frustrating because it was a lack of energy 
on the court,” junior guard Tiana Myers 
said. “You watch the game and you see 
that the energy wasn’t there, but we still 
have to stay positive because if we hang 
our heads then we’re not learning from 
the games and learning from the experi-
ences on the court.”

With the game largely out of reach, 

Bozeman said he altered his coaching 
strategy in an effort to let his team learn 
from some of its mistakes. The typically 
vociferous and demonstrative head 
coach was noticeably quieter Saturday 
night as the game against the Bonnies 
progressed.

“Today was a concentrated effort on 
my part to remain seated to allow my 
team room to make mistakes so that they 
could play through them,” Bozeman said. 
“It just didn’t happen on all ends.”

The loss was GW’s seventh-straight, 
a losing streak that extends back to the 
team's Dec. 15 home loss against Auburn. 
The defeat was also the first-ever Smith 
Center loss to St. Bonaventure for GW. Af-
ter playing relatively close games against 
Richmond and Rutgers in its previous 
two losses, Bozeman was especially dis-
appointed to see his team play as poorly 
as it did, but added that he still feels his 
team is moving in the right direction.

“[I’m] probably as frustrated as a 
basketball coach could be. I’m frustrated 
on a couple different ends... I thought we 
started off pretty well and then, I think 
in some regards, we got flat,” Bozeman 
said. “Today, again not to take anything 
away from St. Bonaventure, but it was 
definitely a step back, a stumble so to 
speak. [It’s] nothing that I don’t think we 
can’t fix.”

The Colonials will try to snap their 
skid Wednesday night on the road 
against Dayton. Tip-off in Ohio is set for 
7 p.m. u

meN's BasketBaLL   Harvard 67, GW 62

Crimson snaps GW winning streak at five
by LouIs NeLsoN
Sports Editor

womeN's BasketBaLL   
 St. bonaventure 72, GW 48

Bozeman not pleased 
with effort in GW loss
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Junior Brittany Burnham set a personal record on the uneven bars 
Sunday afternoon. GW placed second in its season-opening meet.

by Noah coheN
Hatchet Staff Writer

Gymnastics places 
second in opener

aNNe werNIkoff | photo edItor
Junior guard Tiana Myers and her  
teammates discussed GW's lack of effort 
against the Bonnies after Saturday's game.

GW gymnastics opened 
up its 2011 season at home 
Sunday, starting strong with a 
second-place finish overall in 
the first of four home meets for 
the Colonials this season.

The Colonials hosted the 
Lindsey Ferris Invitational, 
which featured seven teams, 
including two of GW’s East 
Atlantic Gymnastics League 
rivals in North Carolina and 
Rutgers.

GW’s victory was hearten-
ing to head coach Margie Fos-
ter-Cunningham, who pointed 
out after the meet that this is 
the youngest team she has 
coached during her tenure at 
GW, with seven freshmen and 
just one senior on the roster.

“As you can see today, the 
first half of the meet was chal-
lenging, but once they got their 
feet under it a little bit we re-
ally performed well in the sec-
ond half of the competition,” 
Foster-Cunningham said. 
“Their learning curve is short... 
Down the road we are going to 
be one of the stronger vaulting 
teams.”

Colonials senior Lesle De-

lima was a standout for GW 
Sunday, placing second over-
all on the balance beams and 
the vault, and capping off her 
performance with a first-place 
routine in the floor exercise. 
Delima’s all-around score of 
39.175 was the second highest 
total of the day, a performance 
that Foster-Cunningham de-
scribed as “fantastic.”

Delima was more humble, 
explaining that she'll judge her 
season based on her overall 
poerformace this season.

"I would like to remain 
consistent [this season],” she 
said.

Junior Brittany Burnham 
set a personal record on the 
uneven bars, and sophomore 
Kayla Carto finished fifth 
place in all-around, earning a 
career-best score on the vault. 
Freshman Betsy Zander and 
Taylor Henderson also per-
formed well in their first-ever 
meet in the Smith Center. Hen-
derson and Zander had the 
second and third-best scores 
for the Colonials Sunday, with 
Zander posting the top score 
for the Colonials on the bal-
ance beam.

The Colonials will next 
travel to Cleveland Friday 
for a meet against Kent State, 
Brigham Young and Wiscon-
sin-Oshkosh. As GW looks to 
build on its strong start for the 
season, Foster-Cunningham 
said she was cautiously opti-
mistic about her team’s pros-
pects.

“[We are] Just giving it 
our all,” Foster-Cunningham 
stated. “But I do think that this 
is going to be our best year 
ever.” u

by jake dIetcher
Hatchet Reporter

"I do think that this 
is going to be our 
best year ever."

Margie foster-cunninghaM

Gymnastics Head Coach

GW freshman Niccolo Wilson 
was named the Men’s A-10 Rook-
ie Performer of the Week for the 
Atlantic 10 Conference for the 
second time this season. Wilson 
competed in six events for the 
Colonials at the URI Invitational, 
tying for second in the 100-yard 
freestyle and swimming the first 
leg of the men’s 200-yard free-
style relay team that placed 
third. 

Wilson received his first Rook-
ie Performer of the Week acco-
lades after GW’s Smith Center 
victory Nov. 8 over Drexel. 

The Colonials placed third 
overall at the URI Invitational 
and will next take on cross-town 
rival Georgetown Saturday, Jan. 
22 at 1 p.m. in the Hoyas’ McCa-
rthy Pool.

willams beats women's 
squash after 42-day layoff

GW’s women’s squash team 
fell to Williams College Sunday 
afternoon, losing 7-2 in its first 
action after 42 days without a 
match.

The Colonials (8-3) got match 
victories from senior Tiffany Hin-
gley and freshman Jackie Shea. 
It was Shea’s second consecutive 
personal victory, and her eighth 
win in her last 10 outings. Shea 
is currently the 72nd-ranked 
player in the College Squash As-
sociation.

The women’s squash team 
will next participate in the Yale 
Round Robin this coming Satur-
day, Jan. 22.

men's squash falls to  
williams in fourth-straight loss

The men’s squash team ex-
tended its losing streak to four 
consecutive games Sunday. The 
Colonials (10-4) lost 7-2 against 
Williams College, despite again 
winning their first two matches.

Sophomore number one 
player Islam El-Fiky and sopho-
more number two player Omar 
Sobhy both continued their per-
sonal win streaks, but were the 
only Colonials to post victories 
over Williams. El-Fiky’s victory 
marked his second in a row, and 
his ninth of his last 10 outings. 
Sobhy’s win was also his second 
consecutive victory, and his 11th 
of his last 12 outings.

GW next takes the court in 
the Yale Round Robin Saturday, 
Jan. 22. 

wilson named a-10 rookie 
performer of the week

upcomINg games
men's basketball
at Richmond
Richmond, Va.
Wednesday, 7 p.m.

women's basketball
at Dayton
Dayton, Oh.
Wednesday, 7 p.m.
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Sophomore Dwayne Smith, left, and the Colonials were frustrated by Harvard's 
zone defense in Saturday's 72-68 loss. Smith had six points and eight rebounds.
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