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SPORTS NEWS

As the fervor of discontent 
grows in Cairo, some Egyptian 
students at GW have sought 
to preserve the passion of their 
countrymen.

More than 6,000 miles away 
from the protests that have swept 
through their home country, the 
students are participating in pro-
tests and demanding revolution.

Hours after President Hosni 
Mubarak announced Tuesday he 
would not run for re-election in 
September, Egyptian-Americans 
in Washington, D.C., swarmed 
the front of the Egyptian embas-
sy and the White House, vowing 

to continue protesting “every 
day, every day, until Mubarak 
goes away.”

Alaa Shaker, a graduate stu-
dent at GW who moved to D.C. 
from Cairo in December, helped 
organize protests and marches 
over the last week. While he 
yearns to join his wife, friends 
and relatives back home, he 
wants to bring their message to 
the U.S.

“The first two days of the 
protests, I was so mad I wasn’t 
there. I wanted to take part in 
this, especially when the [In-
ternet and cell phone] blackout 
started, and I couldn’t connect 
to anyone,” Shaker said. “But 
Egyptians outside Egypt can still 

help, and we can support 
those already there. We’re 
putting some pressure 
around the whole world. 
We’re trying to unify the 
message.”

Shaker is also trying to spread 
that message on Twitter, echoing 
Egyptians’ demand for Mubarak 
to leave office. While his family 
sleeps in Cairo – which is 7 hours 
ahead of D.C. – Shaker contin-
ues the dialogue by translating 
tweets from Arabic news sources 
into English.

“We’re trying to make sure 
that someone who might not 
know Arabic gets our news, our 
facts, our views and our feelings, 
just as they are,” Shaker said.

After evacuating 12 of the 
14 students studying abroad in 
Egypt to Paris, Istanbul, Dubai, 
Athens and Prague, the Universi-
ty is now working to place these 
students in new programs. Some 
students may decide to remain 
in these new locations until the 
end of the semester, while others 
may go directly to new program 
sites, University spokeswoman 
Jill Sankey said Wednesday. Two 

Creating a second entrance to Starbucks, 
building additional group study space and even 
installing a fish tank was floated around as an 
ideas to fix an aging Gelman Library Wednesday, 
at an open forum for students looking to inject 
their opinions into the renovation plans. 

A University-hired architect presented a po-
tential plan for remodeling the first floor of the 
library, but throughout the event stressed, along 
with administrators, that there is still no timeline 
for the renovations to begin. 

Architect Jonathan Chung gave a rundow to 
the 20-member audience of his proposed plan, 
which also includes an eating area to the left of 
the library’s entrance, large projection screens in 
group study spaces and computer charge sta-
tions.

GW officials have said for years that rehabili-
tating an aging Gelman Library is a top priority 
for the University, but in October GW’s top of-
ficials were unable to present specific details on 
how the University planned to secure the neces-
sary funding for repairs, or even say how much 
money had been raised to embark on renovations 
for the building.

But with student complaints mounting, GW 
is again launching a plan to mend the building. 

Administrators developed the idea to reno-
vate about five years ago in response to over-
whelming student complaints of overcrowding, 
limited electrical outlets and the general outdated 
appearance of the library. In 2009, Gelman officials 
released detailed first floor renovation sketches, 
but Gelman administrators said they were starv-
ing for the funding to back the $5 million project. 

Gelman is allocated an operating budget by 
GW to support the library, but was told in the 
past that all renovation funds must be fundraised 
through the library itself. 

That narrative is changing as administrators 
make Gelman a priority for the University, reflect-
ing widespread student complaints over the ag-
ing building. Officials said Wednesday that once 
plans were drafted, they would provide the funds 
to jumpstart the first floor renovations. 

This differs from the message University Pres-
ident Steven Knapp expressed in October when 

University Police Depart-
ment officers arrested a man 
dubbed as the “lunchtime ban-
dit” Tuesday, an alleged burglar 
who reportedly began breaking 
into vehicles parked in campus 
parking garages during lunch 
hours in December.

UPD Chief Kevin Hay said the 
subject has allegedly broken into 
six cars during lunchtime and 
stolen more than $1,000 worth of 
electronics and other property.

UPD developed a lookout 
system to patrol the Marvin 
Center and GW Medical Faculty 
Associates parking garages over 
the past two weeks, after mul-
tiple burglaries were reported in 
the locations during the hours 
between 11 a.m. and 2 p.m., Hay 
said.

He added that UPD moni-
tored both garages for any sus-
pects entering either of the two 
parking decks during those 
hours, and discovered the sus-
pect entering the locations dur-
ing that time period.

Officers arrested the suspect, 
dressed as a businessman, at 
11:30 a.m. Tuesday, but did not 
find any stolen property on him 
at the time. Hay said the subject 
– a 39-year-old man at 5 feet, 
8 inches tall and 230 pounds – 

was carrying two screwdrivers 
and a flashlight, and was barred 
from campus after his capture. 
Hay is unable to release names 
from UPD records. The man is 
unaffiliated with GW,

The subject was coined the 
“lunchtime bandit” after he was 
seen on security cameras at the 
garages only between the hours 
of 11 a.m. and 2 p.m., Hay said.

The suspect allegedly 
smashed car windows and pried 
open doors to steal property, 
which included two iPod Touch 
devices, purses and backpacks, 
gift cards, two GPS units, a 
checkbook, an iPhone and Met-
ro farecards. 

At the time of the arrest, the 
suspect, carrying a satchel, was 
“shopping cars” – or walking 
through a parking garage near 
unoccupied cars, Hay said. 

Hay said leaving valuables 
in plain sight in a car is a sure-
fire way to attract burglars to 
your property.

“Despite the signs that we 
post, people leave valuables in 
plain sight in their cars all the 
time,” Hay said.

Hay said the suspect has a 
criminal record and was on pro-
bation after being convicted for 
theft and assault. 

UPD is working on a follow-
up investigation with his proba-
tion officer. u
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Graduate student Alaa Shaker, center, protested outside the White House Saturday to show support for his family and friends in Egypt. Demonstrators have 
rallied at the Egyptian embassy and the White House to protest against what they feel is the obsessive regime of President Honsi Mubarak.

Protests unite Egyptian students in D.C.

Univ. shares 
initial plans 
for Gelman 
renovations

UPD arrests suspected 
'lunchtime bandit'

SA amends campaign rules

H
Watch as demonstrators 
hold a vigil at the 
Egyptian embassy.

www.gwhatchet.com

by cory weInberG
Hatchet Staff Writer

by marIelle monDon
Senior Staff Writer

by shIVan sarna
Hatchet Reporter

SA allocations for the 
2010-2011 academic year

Initial: 
$502,000

Mid-year: 
$19,020

Co-sponsorships: 
$321,000

Remaining:
$89,000

The Student Association Senate 
voted to strip power from the SA’s 
election oversight body Wednesday 
night, taking away the body’s abil-
ity to file campaign violations against 
candidates in an effort to lessen the 
number of violations this election 
cycle.

The vote to strip the Joint Elec-
tions Committee of it’s power to file 
campaign violations comes after 
members of the SA Senate said the in-
dependent JEC excessively overused 
the power in the past.

“There were 103 violations filed 
last year, and a majority of those vio-
lations did not affect the outcome of 
the elections,” Rules Committee chair 
Amanda Galonek, CCAS-U, said. 
“All it does is drag more students 
who have no connection to the elec-
tion into the spiral of unnecessary 
violations.”

At the meeting, JEC Chief Inves-
tigator Willard Applefeld tried to per-
suade the SA to give the JEC back its 
authority to file violations. 

“I, whose responsibility it is to 
enforce the rules of the charter and 
ensure a fair election for all of the can-
didates, will be forced to sit by and do 
nothing when I witness a violation 
occur,” Applefeld said. “Ensuring a 
fair election and enforcing the rules of 

the charter should be one in the same. 
At the moment, they are not.”

Galonek argued that the commit-
tee has abused its power in the past.

“Everyone was displeased with 
how the JEC handled their right to 
file violations last year and it seems 
like every senator has a negative story 
about the process,” she said. 

Applefeld countered that sena-
tors should not be allowed to speak 
out against the charter because a less 
powerful JEC benefits those running 
for re-election. 

SA Sen. Charlie Rybak, CCAS-
U, rejected this notion, saying he is a 
graduating senior who would like to 

GabrIella Demczuk | hatchet photoGrapher
Members of the Student Association Senate voted Wednesday to strip the Joint Elections 
Committee, the SA's election oversight board, of its power to file campaign violations.
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Neighbors wary of local 
eatery’s precedent 

IN BrIef

H

The Social Network
Watch the movie that chronicles the 
creation of the social-networking 
phenomenon Facebook.
Marvin Center Continental 
Ballroom • 9 to 11 p.m.

Live at the fishbowl
Snack on free food 
while watching student 
performances at the 
Fishbowl. 
2145 G St. • 9 pm to 1 a.m.

Thursday Friday
Musical Cabaret
Corsets and a singing candle are 
two things you’ll find at Forbidden 
Planet Productions’ musical cabaret.
West Hall Theater • 
7 and 10 p.m.

Chinese New Year Show
Join the Chinese American Students 
Association for a Lunar New Year 
celebration. Tickets are $7 at the door. 
Marvin Center Continental Ballroom 
• 7 to 10 p.m.

Saturday
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SLIdeShOw
Students rally for Egyptian cause

GW students joined other Egyptians 
to protest President Hosni Mubarak.

vIdeO
Martha’s Marathon

Watch as students bid at the annual 
auction for first pick of campus housing.

vIdeO
‘Jersey Shore’ hits D.C.

Fan favorite Snooki made an appearance 
at the Washington Auto Show. 

feBrUArY

MICheLLe rATTINger | PhOTO edITOr
The Northern Virginia Women’s Basketball  League’s 50 and over team scrimmaged at halftime at the women’s basketball game Wednesday 
night in the Smith Center. The team played in honor of National Girls and Women in Sports day.  
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A jazzy new restaurant is having trou-
ble escaping its rock-and-roll past as Foggy 
Bottom neighbors continue to harp on the 
venue. 

Bayou opened in December and despite 
installing a soundproof wall, it’s facing op-
position from some neighbors who fear the 
restaurant will slip back into its noisy past.

While Rookery, the former restaurant 
at the site, offered a louder, rock-and-roll-
themed environment, Bayou has a seafood-
rich menu and features live jazz perfor-
mances four nights a week. The owners 
have repeatedly pledged to maintain a 
good relationship with the community. 

Complaints about noise – sometimes 
caused by bands leaving out the rear exit 
– led owner Bo Blair and his business part-
ner, Jason York, to build a $7,000 sound-
proof wall. York said the restaurant has not 
received a single noise complaint since the 
construction, and said he thinks Bayou’s 
new music choices have also kept late-
night sound down. 

“Our type of music is different now... 
before, drums were always a big issue,” 
York said.

York and Blair told residents last month 
that a new Bayou policy also requires bands 
to exit through the front door at the end of 
the night instead of the back door, which is 
closer to residences.

Longtime resident Barbara Kahlow said 
she’s opposed to the restaurant’s choice of 
modern paint color and sign design.

“When you buy a landmark building, 
you have to think about it... the blue is ri-
diculous,” Kahlow said.

With its historic building status, Bay-
ou and its neighbors face building code 
restrictions. Before any major change is 
made to the exterior, special approval must 
be made. ANC Chair Rebecca Coder said, 
however, that there is no restriction on sign 
color, and that it is “definitely within his-
toric preservation guidelines.”

As of now, York said he and Blair are 
happy with their sign and overall new 
look, and are not planning changes in the 
near future. 

They decided to alter the theme of their 
eatery last year in an effort to create some-
thing “a little more substantial,” York said. 

York, who studied at Tulane University 
in New Orleans, said he has always loved 
Creole cooking, as has Bayou’s head chef, 
who has also spent time in the South. 

Po’boy sandwiches, a Louisiana sta-
ple, can be found on the menu along with 
dishes like seafood stew. Beers from New 
Orleans-based Abita Brewing Company 
are also featured.

–Audrey Scagnelli



The U.S. Attorney's Office 
and Diego Fasolini failed to 
reach a resolution in court Tues-
day on the part-time Italian-
language professor's October 
arrest for possession of child 
pornography.

Fasolini, 42, his attorney, 
Shawn Moore, and the U.S. at-
torney prosecuting the case, 
David Kent, were granted an 
extension to the end of the 

month to strike a plea deal. 
The attorneys have worked 

to settle the case without a trial 
since November, but Magistrate 
Judge Alan Kay granted a fur-
ther extension to settle conten-
tions over property Tuesday. 

Moore said in court that he 
and Kent – who was not pres-
ent at Tuesday’s hearing – hope 
to have the case resolved before 
the next hearing date Feb. 28. 
The Feb. 28 extension, however, 
is not a hard deadline and could 
be extended further if the par-
ties request more time, and the 
judge agrees.

“We pretty much have the 
essentials of a disposition,” 
Moore told the judge.

Moore said there was still 
discussion about property be-
ing returned to Fasolini, but 

he didn’t comment further on 
what the property was or other 
aspects of the plea deal.

Fasolini said little in court, 
except to answer yes when the 
judge asked him if he under-
stood the request to give the 
government more time on the 
case. 

After the hearing, Moore 
declined to comment on what 
outcome he’d like to see from 
the case.

“We want to resolve the 
case short of going to trial,” he 
said.

U.S. Attorney Bill Miller 
said he was unable to comment 
on the case.

Fasolini was arrested in 
October of last year after police 
found more than 100,000 imag-
es of child pornography on an 

external hard drive the profes-
sor gave to Student Technology 
Services for repair.

Fasolini will continue to 
live under electronic surveil-
lance, which he has been living 
under since his release from jail 
Nov. 12. Another condition of 
his release bans him from ac-
cessing “child porn or porn of 
any kind.”

In December, Moore said a 
plea deal will benefit Fasolini, 
since the Italian-national would 
“likely lose” if the case went to 
trial.

Fasolini is no longer em-
ployed at the University.

"Fasolini's appointment 
with the University ended at 
the end of the fall semester," 
University spokeswoman Mi-
chelle Sherrard said. u
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Howard Dean and Newt 
Gingrich traded polite but 
partisan jabs while debating 
health care and national se-
curity at Lisner Auditorium 
Tuesday night. 

The former Democratic 
National Committee chair 
and the rumored 2012 presi-
dential candidate stressed 
that despite sitting on dif-
ferent sides of the aisle, both 
career politicians could agree 
there needs to be a funda-
mental change in the U.S.

“This is a transition point 
for the country because there 
are a lot of changes that are 
going to happen,” Dean said. 
“Your generation is not tol-
erant; it’s inclusive. And the 
Republican Party is going to 
have to deal with that.”

Gingrich – who came as a 
last-minute replacement for 
Liz Cheney after she canceled 
her appearance to help work 
on her father’s upcoming 
book – called for a return to 
localism, saying “it is impos-
sible for a Washington-based 
system to effectively govern 
a country of this size.”

During the debate, the 
two also found common 
ground when they learned 
neither fully supports the 
health care reform bill that 
passed Congress last year.

“We have to decide what 
we want in this country, and 
it isn’t free,” Dean said. He 
added, “We can’t blame ev-
erything on Washington,” 
and, “it’s time we took a little 
responsibility for ourselves.”

Gingrich lauded Dean 
for his position on the health 
care bill.

“The fact that Gov. Dean 
would say flatly things aren’t 
free marks him as so differ-

ent from much of the Demo-
cratic Party,” he said.

Though they disagreed 
on the specifics, Dean and 
Gingrich agreed in principle 
on the need for economic 
reform that creates jobs and 
helps cut the deficit.

“It’s important to under-
stand that these problems 
originate in both parties,” 
Dean said, placing the blame 
on both former President 
George W. Bush and Presi-
dent Barack Obama. “If the 
president doesn’t succeed, 
we all lose.”

The discussion of nation-
al security grew heated when 
Gingrich raised the subject of 
Islamic radicalism, describ-
ing the need to hold a nation-
al dialogue on terrorism.

“Your generation is go-
ing to face a long struggle 
– I believe at least as long 
as the Cold War. I think it is 
going to be extraordinarily 
dangerous and I think if our 
opponents get either bio-
logical or nuclear weapons, 
we are in real trouble,” Gin-
grich said.

Dean, however, took of-
fense to Gingrich’s use of the 
term "Islamic radicalism."

“Intolerance breeds intol-
erance and we can’t fight in-
tolerance with intolerance,” 
Dean said.

The two politicians dis-
agreed on immigration, with 
Gingrich favoring residency 
status for illegal aliens while 
Dean called for the opportu-
nity for full citizenship.

Looking toward the 
2012 presidential election, 
Dean expressed support for 
Obama.

“I am going to support 
the president. I do think he’s 
going to be better than the 
alternatives — no insult in-
tended,” Dean said, referring 
to Gingrich’s much-speculat-
ed 2012 presidential bid.

Dean also applauded the 
ability of the College Demo-
crats and College Republi-
cans to come together for 
what became a discussion, 
rather than a debate.

“We [Gingrich and I] 
think the respective presi-
dents of both organizations 

ought to write an op-ed to 
show the Congress how it’s 
done, 'cause they could use a 
little help,” Dean said.

The debate was moderat-
ed by Derek Malone-France, 
director of the Writing in the 
Disciplines program and in-
terim executive director of 
the University Writing Pro-
gram.

“It was exactly what we 
had hoped for: the preemi-
nent activists in both parties 
really having a discussion. 
It wasn’t this vitriol-filled 
back-and-forth. It was a dis-
cussion,” CDs President Josh 
Altman said.

Altman said the event 
was well worth the $40,000 
co-sponsorship provided by 
the Student Association, the 
body’s largest single alloca-
tion last year.

“You know, to bring an 
event of this caliber to cam-
pus, it has a cost,” Altman 
said. “But you know the SA, 
the University, they sup-
ported us and I think that the 
student body got a lot out of 
it.” u

The GW Medical Faculty 
Associates is looking to dou-
ble the number of doctors at 
the practice over the next five 
years.

The MFA, a nonprofit or-
ganization that split from the 
University in 2000, is looking 
to add 450 doctors to expand 
its services throughout the 
District. 

The group purchased 
space at 2300 M St. in Octo-
ber, currently leased by the 
German Embassy, and also 
signed a 10-year lease for 
space near the Reston Hospi-
tal Center.

MFA Marketing Direc-
tor Kathryn McGriff said not 
all of the doctors will be on 
the University’s main Foggy 
Bottom Campus, but spread 
throughout the District. 

“The expansion will take 

multiple different forms,” 
she says.

McGriff declined to an-
swer questions about the ex-
pansion process, recruitment 
of new doctors, and what 
facilities would be needed to 
support the growth.

The MFA is following 
a nationwide growth trend 
among health care provid-
ers, anticipating changes in 
the health care market, ac-
cording to the Washington 
Journal.

MFA Chief Executive 
Officer Stephen Badger told 
the Washington Journal 
that doctors concerned with 
professional independence 
would be inclined to join the 
group because the MFA does 
not required doctors to send 
patients to any specific hos-
pitals.

“The MFA expects this 
expansion to continue at an 
accelerated pace over the next 
few years,” McGriff said. u

The University is scrap-
ping its current website man-
agement system – part of a 
$1 million website revamp 
started nearly two years ago 
– claiming it no longer suits 
GW’s online needs.

GW revealed its web-
site redesign project in 2008, 
announcing plans to use a 
content management system 
called Vignette for its reli-
ability.

But 18 months later, the 
University is now searching 
for a new platform “better 
suited to higher educational 
institutions,” said David 
Steinour, the chief informa-
tion officer for GW’s Division 
of Information Technology. 

“We have spent the last 
18 months gathering busi-
ness requirements and learn-
ing about the University’s 
needs and desires for its 
websites,” Steinour said. “We 
will apply lessons learned as 
we move forward.”

University spokeswom-
an Jill Sankey declined to 
comment on the new plat-
form’s cost. A content man-

agement system is the soft-
ware used to store, edit and 
control a website’s content.

Matt Story, director of 
business development at 
D.C. Web Designers, a firm 
that specializes in website 
design, said implementing a 
new platform on a large-scale 
website could easily cost 
several hundred thousand 
dollars, but determining an 
accurate cost estimate would 
depend on the custom func-
tions needed. Story said GW 
could be moving away from 
Vignette if it has limited cus-
tomization capabilities.

“It just must be a matter 
of the functionality out of the 
box,” Story said, adding that 
perhaps Vignette cannot be 
tweaked to the University’s 
needs. 

Sankey also declined to 
comment on the limitations 
the current platform pres-
ents, along with features 
GW is looking for in a new 
platform, saying only that 
the University is looking 
for a “flexible” system that 
meets the needs of the school 
and its stakeholders. She de-
clined to comment on who 
the stakeholders are. u

by Amy d'oNofrio
Metro News Editor
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Diego Fasolini was arrested in October after police discovered he had more 
than 100,000 digital images of child pornography.

Attorneys hope to settle child porn case by month's end
Italian professor 
could face trial if 
deal falls through

Univ. scraps website 
management system

Dean, Gingrich face off in Lisner

frANcis riverA | coNtributiNg photo editor
Former Democratic National Committee chair Howard Dean, left, and former Speaker of the House Newt 
Gingrich, far right, discussed current political issues in a debate moderated by Professor Derek Malone-France.
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Debate touches 
on immigration, 
health care

A collection of docu-
ments that belonged to a 
lifelong civil rights advocate 
will come to Gelman Library 
this spring.

William Taylor, who 
passed away over the sum-
mer, was an attorney and 
lobbyist who advocated on 
behalf of African-Americans 
during the civil rights era 
and played a major role in 
drafting civil rights legisla-
tion. 

“The collection houses 
about 80 boxes of material 
that contain legal papers, 
speeches, published works 
and correspondence docu-
menting his involvement in 
these historic moments of 
U.S. history,” said Meredith 
Raiford, director of the Spe-
cial Collections Research 
Center at Gelman Library.

Taylor’s career began in 
1954, when he wrote much 
of the legal brief for the 
landmark desegregation 
case Brown v. Board of Edu-
cation. He went on to work 

at the NAACP Legal De-
fense and Educational Fund 
alongside Supreme Court 
Justice Thurgood Marshall.  

Taylor served as general 
counsel, and later as staff di-
rector, at the United States 
Commission on Civil Rights 
during the 1960s and as vice 
chairman of the Leadership 
Conference on Civil and 
Human Rights in the 1980s. 
Taylor continued his work 
in civil rights legislation 
throughout his life, helping 
draft the 2002 No Child Left 
Behind Act, which aims to 
increase the quality of edu-

cation by monitoring stu-
dent performance on stan-
dardized tests.

Michael Feuer, dean of 
the GW Graduate School 
of Education and Human 
Development, knew Taylor 
personally and profession-
ally for 20 years, and helped 
acquire the collection from 
Taylor’s daughter, Lauren 
Taylor, an alumna.

“Bill was a dedicated 
[National Academy of Sci-
ences Board on Testing and 
Assessment] citizen and ac-
tive member of the board,” 
Feuer said. “He was a col-

league, mentor and friend 
that never drifted from his 
roots as a Jewish boy from 
Brooklyn.”  

After Taylor’s death, 
Feuer started collecting Tay-
lor’s works.  

His daughter, also a 
guest lecturer on women’s 
studies, donated the collec-
tion as a gift to the Univer-
sity.

The library also acquired 
the papers of Taylor’s wife, 
Harriett R. Taylor, a senior 
judge of the District of Co-
lumbia Superior Court who 
worked with Washington’s 
poor and homeless. Her col-
lection includes correspon-
dence, photographs, legal 
files and publications from 
her career as D.C. Superior 
Court judge.

“In the [GW] Graduate 
School of Education, there 
is a very strong commitment 
to the study of civil rights,” 
Feuer said. “The archive 
would become the basis of 
study for civil rights educa-
tors.” 

The documents still need 
to be catalogued, indexed 
and digitized before they 
will be publicly available 
next spring. 

“It was pretty amazing 
going through the boxes. 
It was certainly one of the 
more exciting parts of the 
job,” Raiford said. u

courtesy of debbie tAylor
The late William Taylor lobbied on behalf of African-Americans during the 
civil rights era. His papers will be housed in Gelman Library this spring.

MFa looks to double 
number of doctors
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GW to acquire papers of late activist
Advocate battled 
for civil rights, 
education

by NAiNA rAmrAkhANi
Hatchet Reporter

The University will in-
stall the remaining GWorld 
2.0 card readers through-
out campus this month, a 
University spokeswoman 
pledged Wednesday. 

Of the 88 campus loca-
tions with card readers, 72 
have been switched and 
the remaining 16 should 
be changed by the end of 
February.

Among those not yet 
converted are the South 
Hall, Dakota, Francis Scott 
Key, Guthridge and Poto-
mac residence halls, Uni-
versity spokeswoman Mi-
chelle Sherrard said. 

The University began 
rolling out the new GWorld 
2.0 program – which uses 
tap rather than swipe tech-
nology – in earnest over 
the summer. Main hubs of 
student life including the 
Academic Center, Gelman 

Library, the Lerner Health 
and Wellness Center and 
other student hotspots on 
campus switched to new 
card readers last semester.

“The University is sat-
isfied with the new sys-
tem, which provides great-
er reader reliability and 
ease of use for students,” 
Sherrard said in an e-mail. 
“The conversion schedule 
was designed to ensure ac-
curacy and minimize dis-
ruptions to the GW com-
munity.”

Sherrard said there 
have been no problems 
reported with the new sys-
tem.

By the end of January, 
nearly 33,000 cards have 
been issued, which Sher-
rard said constitutes “the 
majority” of GW cardhold-
ers. 

–rachel getzenberg

university: All buildings, systems 
will have gworld 2.0 by march

take as much power away from 
the JEC as possible. 

“The JEC is a collection 
of wannabe bureaucrats-in-
training that ruin elections 
for everyone every year,” Ry-

bak said. “They sit around all 
year and then file complaints 
to make themselves feel like 
they have important positions. 
They ask for [money] to fuel 
their egotistical, self-important 
activities.”

The senate also revised the 
election rules to ensure that 
candidates who declare their 
candidacy before the official 

campaign registration period 
begins will not receive viola-
tions.

SA Sen. Jason Kaplan, 
CCAS-U, has been the only 
candidate to announce his can-
didacy for president thus far.

The senate also unani-
mously passed the SA Finance 
Committee’s mid-year alloca-
tions bill worth about $19,020 

after a week’s delay. After 
starting the school year with a 
record amount of money, the 
SA has spent about $870,000 
in allocations and co-sponsor-
ships for student organizations 
this academic year.

Unlike previous years, the 
finance committee did not re-
claim any money initially allo-
cated to student organizations 

in October.
“This semester, we found 

that orgs were spending their 
money efficiently and we had 
little reason to reclaim any 
money,” Finance Committee 
chair Chris Clark, U-At large, 
said. 

Organizations that missed 
the original fall registration 
deadline for allocations were 

given a closer look for mid-
year allocations this semester, 
Clark said.

The SA has about $88,000 
remaining for the rest of the 
year, although Clark said he 
is expecting another $20,000 
within the next week from 
organizations returning un-
spent money from co-spon-
sorships. u

from p. 1

SA



Lyndsey Wajert
Opinions Editor
lwajert@gwhatchet.com

Annu Subramanian
Contributing Editor
asubramanian@gwhatchet.comOpinions

February 3, 2011 w Page 4

H
QuotAbLe "Intolerance breeds intolerance and we can’t fight intolerance with intolerance."

 –Howard Dean, former Democratic National Committee chair, on why rhetoric like 
"radical Islam" poses a threat to Americans.

Emily Cahn, senior news editor
Erica Steinberg, director of development
Justin Guiffré, managing director*
Madeleine Morgenstern, campus news editor
Andrea Vittorio, campus news editor
Amy D'Onofrio, metro news editor
Priya Anand, assistant news editor
Viktors Dindzans, senior photo editor
Michelle Rattinger, photo editor
Anne Wernikoff, photo editor
Louis Nelson, sports editor
Lyndsey Wajert, opinions editor*
Caroline Bowman, features editor
Becky Reeves, copy editor
Anna Storm, copy editor

Eve Chan, production manager
Allison Elfring, production manager*
Cory Weinberg, production assistant
Connor Jennings, web manager
Hadley Malcolm, web editor, special issues editor
Gabriel Muller, multimedia editor
Devereaux Sterrette, web producer
Rachel Vorsanger, web producer
Maryann Grunseth, development assistant
Jordan Emont, contributing photo editor
Francis Rivera, contributing photo editor
Elizabeth Traynor, contributing sports editor
Annu Subramanian, contributing opinions editor*
Christian Ewing, contributing features editor*

* denotes member of editorial board

Evgeniya Martynova, office manager
Allison Guttenplan, business manager
Martha Lee, business production manager
Ben Chester, advertisement designer

Maureen Kilroy, account executive
Suheil Thadani, account executive
Nathan Felton, account executive

features@gwhatchet.com (202) 994-1312
news@gwhatchet.com (202) 994-7550
opinions@gwhatchet.com (202) 994-1312
photo@gwhatchet.com (202) 994-1311
sports@gwhatchet.com (202) 994-1312

News Tips (202) 994-7550
Fax (202) 994-1309
Website www.gwhatchet.com
Retail ads (202) 994-7682
University ads (202) 994-7080
Classifieds (202) 994-7079

2140 G St. N.W. 
Washington, DC 20052

Submissions — Deadlines for submissions are Friday 5 p.m. for Monday issues and Tuesday 5 p.m. for 
Thursday issues. They must include the author’s name, title, year in school and telephone number. The GW 
Hatchet does not guarantee publication of any submissions and reserves the right to edit all submissions for 
space, grammar and clarity. Electronic submissions are preferred. Opinions Editor w letters@gwhatchet.com

Policy Statement — The GW Hatchet is produced by Hatchet Publications Inc., an independent, non-profit 
corporation. All inquiries, comments and complaints should be addressed to the Board of Directors, which has 
sole authority for the content of this publication, at the paper’s address. Opinions expressed in signed columns 
are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the view of The GW Hatchet. All content of The GW 
Hatchet is copyrighted and may not be reproduced without written authorization from the editor in chief.

Distribution — The GW Hatchet is distributed to more than 80 locations on and off campus. A single copy 
is free to each reader; additional copies cost 50 cents each in the business office. Mail subscriptions are 
available for $125 per year.

Lauren French, editor in chief Evelyn Gardner, general manager

HatchetThe GW

StAff editoriAL

From the balcony of my apart-
ment, I could hear chants 
and gunshots. I saw the thick 

black smoke rising from the rul-
ing party’s national headquarters. 
I could feel the pep-
pery burn of tear gas 
in my nostrils. 

There have been 
massive demonstra-
tions in every major 
city in Egypt. In Cai-
ro, protesters over-
whelmed the police forces. The 
riots were so powerful that the 
police virtually disappeared from 
the streets after being replaced by 
the Egyptian military. 

Despite a reshuffling of the 
cabinet and the appointment of 
a vice president, despite curfews 
in every major city, despite the 
deaths of more than 300 demon-
strators, and despite the shuttering 
of the Internet and mobile phone 
networks, tens of thousands of 
protesters have taken over down-
town Cairo.

But how did this happen? It 
seemed like the general consensus 
among analysts in the West was 
that what happened in Tunisia 
would not spread to Egypt. The 
countries were just too different. 
And they may prove to be right – 
the Egyptian military and security 
apparatus is much more advanced 
and extensive than that of Tunisia. 
This may make it impossible for 
protesters to successfully topple 
the regime. 

The media in Tunisia was also 
highly censored relative to Egypt’s 
media, which angered Tunisians 
and fueled the demonstrations.

Some differences, however, 
may prove favorable to the oppo-
sition in Egypt. Media censorship 
is not as prominent as it was in 
Tunisia, so more Egyptians un-
derstand the reality of the political 
situation. They have greater access 
to accurate information. Knowl-
edge is power.  

Also, inequality is much more 
extensive in Egypt than in Tunisia. 
Indeed, it was the self-immolation 
of an unemployed graduate that 
started the events in Tunisia. And 

since then, at least 12 desperate 
Egyptians have set themselves on 
fire in a similar way. 

If people do not have access 
to food, the most basic of human 

needs, then they have 
nothing to lose, and 
will be willing to do 
whatever it takes to 
survive – even if that 
means overthrowing a 
regime.

While some are 
saying dictators learn from unrest, 
they should not forget that activ-
ists learn, too. Yes, President Honsi 
Mubarak has been crushing pro-
tests for decades, but that means 
that an opposition movement has 
existed for the same amount of 
time. The opposition has learned 
each time its protest was crushed. 
And I’m not talking about the 
Muslim Brotherhood. In fact, these 
demonstrations are decidedly non-
religious; many Christians have 
been protecting mosques from 

police in the same 
way Mus-

lims protected Coptic churches 
after the bombing in Alexandria, 
Egypt, earlier this month. 

I have heard about the dire eco-
nomic situation, political repres-
sion, inspiration from Tunisia and 
buzz about Facebook and Twitter 
as reasons for the Egyptians' need 
to revolt. But maybe it goes deeper 
than all that. Maybe the network 
of Egyptian activists that has been 
growing for decades is finally start-
ing to organize and modernize. 

What happened in Tunisia 
seems to have sparked the un-
precedented number of Egyptians 
in the streets, but it may not have 
happened without the organiza-
tional foundation that activists 
have been laying for decades. 

Even if the protests don’t result 
in a revolution, they could produce 
a secular opposition movement able 
to stand up to both the regime and 
the Brotherhood. An opposition 

that strong may be 
the one thing 

E g y p t 
needs to 

b e -

gin its transition to real democracy. 
Make no mistake – this is the begin-
ning of the end for the Mubarak 
regime.  

Saturday night, I watched 
the scenes unfold from my bal-
cony. In the absence of police, 
and without enough soldiers to 
protect the city, ordinary Egyp-
tians had to protect their homes 
from looters who had taken ad-
vantage of the chaos. One group 
of armed looters stole an ambu-
lance and drove through my 
neighborhood, shooting at the 
civilian patrol group that tried 
to stop them. As I watched our 
building’s doorman shoot back, 
I thought about the one lesson I 
hope the Obama administration 
will learn from all of this: Re-
gimes come and go. If we want 
to continue our critical partner-
ship with Egypt, we need to be 
on the side of the people.

–The writer is an Elliott School 
junior who was studying in Cairo 
before being evacuated to Athens, 

Greece.

Ian Goldin

Op-Ed

The lessons I learned in Cairo
As I watched the country erupt, I discovered why Egypt finally stood up to Mubarak

Most of us remember the 
legendary Snowpocalypse 
that hammered the Dis-

trict a year ago. The historic one-
two punch of blizzards lived up to 
its nickname, leaving 
impassable roads, 
shuttered Metro sta-
tions and days of 
canceled classes in its 
wake. For those with-
out a Dunkin’ Donuts 
in their basement, it 
was truly a harrowing 
experience.

This winter seems 
tame by comparison. 
From dustings to underwhelming 
wintry mixes, the storms this sea-
son have been more of a nuisance 
than anything. That is, except for 
the event last Wednesday.

All morning, we heard warn-
ings of a major storm on track to 
pound the District just in time for 
the evening commute. Dire projec-

tions abounded as forecasters pre-
dicted up to 8 inches of snow across 
the region by midnight.

Concerned for its employees’ 
safety, the federal government an-

nounced an early closing 
at 11 a.m. Nearly every 
university in the area fol-
lowed suit. This is not 
an exaggeration: Ameri-
can, Catholic, Gallaudet, 
Georgetown, Maryland, 
Marymount, Towson and 
Trinity universities all an-
nounced early closings 
around lunchtime.

Given the forecasts, 
these calls made perfect sense. Al-
though closing times varied from 
school to school, the intent was the 
same: to ensure anyone on campus 
could get home safely, and prevent 
evening students from embarking 
on a hazardous commute into the 
city.

Unfortunately, our University 

chose the opposite path. While oth-
ers sent staff home hours earlier, 
administrators here were still dis-
cussing how to respond, if at all. 
Seemingly fearful of overreacting, 
officials waited until just after 3:30 
p.m. to announce the cancelation of 
all classes after 4:30 p.m. Had any 
of them looked out a window, they 
would have seen the freezing rain 
already hitting the sidewalks and 
streets.

It was dangerous and irre-
sponsible for GW to wait so long 
in making this decision. Announc-
ing a closure an hour in advance 
would be fine if everyone lived 
within walking distance of campus, 
but this is simply not the case. The 
call came too late for the commut-
ing students and staff already on 
campus, many of whom saw their 
drives home stretch late into the 
night. Nevermind the public transit 
users; they got to enjoy the gridlock 
from aboard a bus or train, assum-

ing Metro showed up on time and 
didn’t leave them stranded out in 
the elements.

The foot-dragging also imper-
iled those who commute to campus 
for afternoon or night engagements. 
This is most common among se-
niors and grad students, who tend 
to live farther away and hold jobs 
that force them to take evening 
classes. An hour’s notice is simply 
not long enough, unless the Uni-
versity expects them to check their 
e-mail while driving in a storm.

I realize snow closures are lo-
gistical nightmares for any school. 
But would it be less of a nightmare 
if a professor or student got in an ac-
cident on the ride home? Since the 
University has a responsibility to 
ensure the safety of its students and 
employees, isn’t it better to be safe 
than sorry? 

–The writer, a senior majoring 
in political communication, is a 

Hatchet columnist.

Matt Ingoglia

Columnist

When snow day dismissals are disasters

If you are reading this, there is 
a good chance you are aware 
of the challenges the Greek-life 

community has faced in the past 
few months. Our 
once thriving com-
munity now appears 
weakened after sev-
eral chapters were 
under investigation 
for hazing, alcohol and drug-relat-
ed changes throughout the fall.

But that is old news and we 
are not weakened. While there are 
no excuses for the events of last 
semester, it is time to move on. 
As a community, we need to sup-
port the chapters’ decisions to ac-
cept the charges and sanctions the 
University handed them. But these 
chapters were also given an oppor-
tunity to be contributing members 
of the community again. These 
chapters know they have made 
mistakes, and are making sure their 
transgressions are not repeated. 

Greek life always has been and 
will be an important part of the 

GW experience. Chapters of the 
Interfraternity Council, Panhel-
lenic Association and Multicultural 
Greek Council have all shown their 

impact on campus life 
in numerous ways, 
including strong chap-
ter GPAs, community 
service and philan-
thropic efforts, as well 

as promising leadership across this 
campus and beyond. In these past 
two weeks, I have been amazed at 
the continued strength of this com-
munity in the face of challenges. 

Just in the past few days I, along 
with the rest of the IFC Executive 
Board, made an effort to visit the 
rush events for all fraternities on 
campus. Freshmen, sophomores 
and even some juniors turned out 
in high numbers in order to learn 
more about the possibility of join-
ing a fraternity at GW. Close to 200 
men attended rush events. Of the 
presidents and recruitment chairs I 
spoke with, all told me these were 
the best spring rushes they had 

seen.
And I’m going to make sure 

that positive experience continues 
for the brothers and new members. 
As someone who is actively in-
volved in the drafting of the new 
self-governance policy, I believe 
the change will make our commu-
nity  more accountable. I urge all 
who are judging this policy on its 
name alone to attempt to do more 
to understand it rather than criti-
cize it.

The policy – jointly crafted by 
Student Judicial Services and the 
IFC – is meant to implement edu-
cation and enforcement of the val-
ues we are supposed to uphold as 
a community. When finalized, SJS 
will use its discretion to determine 
which cases it will hear and which 
it will delegate to the IFC Judicial 
Board to hear and issue judgment 
upon. Even in cases that are sent di-
rectly to SJS, the IFC Judicial Board 
has the ability to hold its own hear-
ing and issue punishments in con-
currence with SJS. By empower-

ing the Greek-life community, the 
University has given us an incen-
tive to become part of the process 
to enforce the standards we hold 
ourselves to.

Every fraternity member I have 
spoken with these past few weeks 
is excited to begin a new kind of re-
lationship with the administration, 
and is dedicated to making sure 
our judicial representatives are 
active and effective in their judg-
ments. 

There is still no excuse for the 
actions that took place last semes-
ter. That being said, the Greek-life 
community is ready to be an even 
stronger and greater positive force 
within GW. I know that every 
member of the Greek-life commu-
nity and administration official I 
have spoken with is motivated and 
excited to rebuild our community’s 
image. It is time for us all to focus 
on moving forward. 

–The writer is the president of 
the Interfraternity Council and a 

member of Beta Theta Pi.

Frank Gervasio

Op-Ed

A new chapter in the legacy of Greek life

by Sara Fischer

Got opinions? 
We're looking for upperclassman 

columnists. 

Can you draw?
We're looking for cartoonists, too! 

E-mail: opinions@gwhatchet.com

The University finally seems to have tak-
en notice of the perennial complaints students 
have voiced concerning Gelman Library, and 
for that, we are extremely relieved. GW’s ad-
ministration has expressed interest in work-
ing with Gelman to financially support the 
changes students and library officials have 
outlined.

Hopefully, this marks a new era where 
Gelman officials will not have to solely pay 
for renovations through their own fundrais-
ing. Since attaining the University’s interest, 
Gelman administrators have revisited their 
planned renovations from 2007, which they 
were unfortunately never able to fund in 
full.

This plan included many changes to the 
first floor only, and we are indeed looking 
forward to that progress.

Yet in order to better accommodate what 
it is students so frequently request, the Uni-
versity and library officials should follow a 
set of stages that addresses the short and long-
term needs students have for their school’s 
library. And the University could outline its 
goals in these short-term, mid-term and long-
term stages.

Just last evening, Gelman administrators, 
the Student Association and students met on 
the second floor of the library to discuss the 
proposed changes to the first floor. Students 
were able to provide feedback about the 
ideas for the renovations, and architects were 
on hand to describe their visions for what the 
floor will look like if the plan goes through.

And though it is in the initial planning 
stages – one that involves soliciting feedback 
from the presentations – it seems as though 
officials have a pretty solid idea of what stu-
dents want from at least the first floor of the 
library. More outlets, consolidated reference 
desks and study space are the main improve-
ments, and these will foster a more welcom-
ing environment. After all, STAR tour guides 
should be able to bring groups of prospective 
students to the first floor. But it would be a 
shame if officials spent too much time on this 
phase of the project. It is time to narrow the 
focus of the plans and come up with some-
thing substantial, so the University can ap-
prove funding and move forward with the 
renovations.

Of course, even if the plan enters the next 
phase tomorrow, the project will not be com-
pleted in time for current students to see the 
results. While we accept that this is the real-
ity of such large-scale renovations, it would 
be extremely helpful if planners could out-
line other more temporary fixes that would 
alleviate students’ problems. For example, 
the third and fourth floors are especially 
problematic – what with the harsh lighting 
and awkward layouts of shelves and stacks. 
Library officials could advocate for less ex-
pensive options, such as a new paint job, re-
arranging bookshelves and adding comfier 
furniture for an overall more accommodat-
ing study space. And these changes could be 
geared toward current Colonials, who have 
a vested interest in their library of today and 
tomorrow.

While the University has offered to help 
Gelman renovate the first floor, we hope that 
over time, administrators look above that 
floor. If the third, fourth and fifth floors re-
sembled the sixth floor, students would have 
significantly fewer complaints. The sixth 
floor utilizes natural light, offers comfortable 
study spaces for both individual and group 
studying, and is a favorite among students. 
Once the first floor renovations are in place, 
maybe then plans for the upper floors can fol-
low suit.

Fundamentally, our University library 
needs to change. It needs to better accom-
modate the students and the technology 
those students need to use. It is laudable the 
University has finally answered the calls to 
improve this vital campus resource, and that 
changes are on the way. We just hope those 
changes can be comprehensive and carried 
out swiftly. After all, though students will 
greatly benefit from the future Gelman, there 
are so many students who frequent the cur-
rent Gelman, and they want to benefit from 
the University’s newfound attention on the 
library, too.

improving Gelman one 
stage at a time

We hope that administrators 
also look above the first 

floor when making further 
renovation plans.
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1/25/11 – 5:30 p.m. 
Location: Ivory Tower 
(Potbelly) 
Open case
A student reported to the 
University Police Department 
that he left his backpack 
with his laptop unattended, 
and when he returned it was 
missing. 

–Case open

Drug Law VioLaTioN
1/25/11 – 8 p.m. 
Location: Ivory Tower 
Case closed
UPD responded to assist GW 
Housing Programs staff with 
an administrative search. 
The search yielded 0.1 
grams of marijuana, heroin 
and drug paraphernalia. 
–Referred to Student Judicial 

Services

DisorDerLy CoNDuCT
1/29/11 – 1:07 a.m. 
Location: Thurston Hall 
Open case
Two students reported three 
male subjects knocked on 
their door and asked to 
write on their wall. When 
the students declined, the 
subjects yelled obscenities at 
them as they left the area. 

–Case open

1/29/11 – 4:19 a.m. 
Location: Ivory Tower 
Case closed
UPD responded to flooding 
in a residence hall room. 
As officers questioned the 
students about the water 
leak, they observed that one 
student was intoxicated. 
The student began cursing 
at the officers and was 
uncooperative with EMeRG 
staff as he was transported 
to GW Hospital.

–Referred to SJS

1/30/11 – 1:45 a.m. 
Location: Kogan Plaza 
Case closed
Officers responded to a 
report of an intoxicated 
student cursing at a staff 
member. The student was 
assessed and transported 
to GW Hospital. 

–Referred to SJS

BurgLary
1/30/11 - 3:10 a.m. 
Location: West Hall 
Open case
UPD observed two male 
subjects running after 
hearing a loud crash. 
Officers were able to stop 
one subject who had been 
trying to take food from a 
dining area. 

–Case open

–Compiled by Sydney Green

One of the New York Times’ 
top editors had some choice 
words for Fox News and Wall 
Street Journal owner Rupert 
Murdoch Monday night, say-
ing Murdoch’s news organiza-
tions are to blame for the pub-
lic's overall sense of cynicism 
regarding the American news 
industry.

New York Times Executive 
Editor Bill Keller said Mur-
doch's Fox News has made the 
American people cynical about 
the news, hurting the already 
financially unstable news in-
dustry.

“I think it has contributed 
to the sense that they’re all just 
out there with a political agen-
da, whereas Fox is just more 
overt about it,” Keller, a Pu-
litzer Prize winner, said at the 
latest installation of "The Kalb 
Report." “And I think that’s 
unhealthy.”

Legendary journalist 
Marvin Kalb later questioned 
Keller about the New York 
Times’ perceived liberal bias, 
similar to the grilling Murdoch 
received on the program last 
year about bias in his news or-
ganizations.

“Many conservatives, as 
you well know, criticize the 
Times as being a liberal, left-
wing newspaper, and that those 
views get into the news part of 
your newspaper. Why do you 
allow this to happen?” Kalb 
asked.

Keller defended the 
160-year-old paper, chalking 
up the liberal-slant criticism 
to some people's lack of un-
derstanding of the difference 
between context in stories and 
bias. 

“We don’t allow this to hap-
pen,” Keller said of bias. “I don’t 
mind analysis in the news, in 
fact, I encourage it every day.”

Keller and Kalb also de-
bated WikiLeaks, the whistle-
blower website that has re-
leased thousands of classified 
diplomatic cables. Kalb called 
the Times “an enabler” for turn-
ing WikiLeaks into a front-page 
story. 

Keller shot back, saying the 
Internet provided enough of a 
vehicle for the leaks to spread, 
and the Times would have 
been forced to cover it either 
way. 

“I think WikiLeaks and its 
leaders were entirely capable of 
publishing the material on their 

own... the information would 
have circulated through the blo-
gosphere in a day,” Keller said.

Keller and New York Times 
Washington Bureau Chief Dean 
Baquet also discussed the ever-
increasing pace of journalism 
in the Information Age, and 
the value of softer feature sto-
ries versus hard news stories. 
Kalb said the Times puts too 
much of a value on feature sto-
ries, but the difference seemed 
generational as Keller and Ba-
quet touted the value of report-
ing national trends. 

"I think if you sat down 
with the editors, which I have, 
who ran papers [30 to 40 years 
ago], they would tell you that 
the New York Times... might 

have fronted the fourth move-
ment of a bill from a house 
subcommittee to another com-
mittee, but they missed until 
very late the dramatic shifts in 
the way women interacted in 
the workplace in the country," 
Baquet said.

Keller said the Times has 
adapted to the changing media 
landscape, putting stories up 
quickly without sacrificing ac-
curacy. 

“I love wire services, but at 
the wire service the premium is 
on speed. I think people come to 
the New York Times for a kind 
of authority, because they trust 
us to get it right and to explain 
it in a way that makes sense to 
them,” Keller said. u

CRIME LOG NY Times editors talk media bias
by roB reeVe
Hatchet Reporter

marie mCgrory | haTCheT sTaff PhoTograPher
New York Times Executive Editor Bill Keller, left, and Washington Bureau Chief Dean Baquet, top right, talk 
with Marvin Kalb on the latest installment of "The Kalb Report" at the National Press Club Monday night.

he explained that GW prefers 
to incur debt for projects when 
there is a concrete way for GW 
to repay the loan through rev-
enue generated by the project.

“In the case of the library, 
we don’t have a fee structure 
that provides income over 
time, so we need to find a way 
to pay for renovations up front 
rather than borrow money we 
plan to pay back later,” Knapp 
said in October. “Neverthe-
less, we are working hard on 
a funding plan for renovating 
Gelman, and it is a very high 
priority for me, for the provost 
and for the University.”

There has been little talk 
about renovating the seven 
other floors of the 38-year-old 
building. 

Student response at the 
forum was mixed, with some 
students presenting exhaus-
tive ideas to upgrade the aes-
thetics of the library. 

Outspoken critic of the 

renovations, sophomore Josh 
Benjamin, said students were 
suggesting ideas to make 
Gelman a cool place to hang 
out, forgetting that the library 
should be a study space first. 

“I don’t think anything 
needs to be changed aestheti-
cally. It’s a library,” Benjamin 
said. “If you go there, you’re 
there to study. You’re not there 
to have fun.”

Another concern the floor 
plan raised was the balanc-
ing of sound and group study 
space with individual study 
space. 

While some students said 
Gelman lacks individual cubi-
cles, especially around exams, 
others said they use the library 
mainly for group meetings.

“I think the University is 
making a bad decision reno-
vating one floor at a time,” 
said sophomore Keith Os-
entoski, who is also a work-
study student in the library. 
“My concern is if we make 
the first floor into this big 
collaborative thing, does 
that take away from indi-
vidual space?” u

students decided to stay in 
Cairo with family.

Meanwhile, students in 
D.C. are worried about their 
family in Egypt, where a 
face in the crowd of millions 
could be an aunt or cousin. 

Dalia Naguib, a freshman 
born in Cairo, has been at-
tending protests at the White 
House and the embassy with 
Students for Justice in Pales-
tine. Naguib returns to Cairo 
every year and has relatives 

who ran for seats in the 
Egyptian parliament for the 
dissolved Labor Party.

“It’s pretty scary because 
you hear of all the buildings 
burning down, so I feel like if 
I go back, it’ll be a completely 
changed city,” Naguib said. 
“But at the same time, I’m 
incredibly proud to be Egyp-
tian right now.” 

Rachel Gabriel, an 
Egyptian-American who 
visits Egypt every year, said 
watching the protests from 
half a world away has been 
an emotional experience.

“The first day the protests 
began I was in class,” Gabriel 

said. “I went to CNN and 
they had a live stream and I 
started crying in the middle 
of class because I thought, 
‘It’s about time.'”

As reports of looting and 
violence replaced footage of 
jubilant protesters, Gabriel 
said her sentiments grew 
sour.

“I went from looking 
at the television and being 
proud, to looking at the tele-
vision and being horrified,” 
Gabriel said. “We’re very 
conflicted. We love our coun-
try and want to see things 
change. Not a single person 
wants Mubarak to stay, but 

we don’t want to see our 
family and friends and cul-
ture hurt.”

With their hearts in Tah-
rir Square, Egyptians at GW 
have embraced the support 
of their classmates.

“I’m really proud of GW. 
Whenever I go to the pro-
tests at the White House and 
the embassy, I always see 
GW kids involved whether 
they’re Egyptian or not,” 
junior Ramsey Andrawis, 
an Egyptian-American with 
family in Cairo, said. “It’s an 
interesting time to be Egyp-
tian. It feels like people are 
finally fighting.” u
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While GW’s arts com-
munity is a entity in its own 
right, the divide between the 
academic arts community 
and the District has pushed 
local nonprofit organization 
Day Eight and its arts maga-
zine, Bourgeon, to call for 
more arts journalism.

“I think it’s important to 
have someone translating to 
the public what art means for 
themselves, or for society... so 
the public can gain some kind 
of greater understanding of 
it,” senior Kathryn Boland 
said. 

Boland, who began in-
terning for Bourgeon as part 
of a class in the dance depart-
ment, is now an editorial as-
sistant for the magazine. The 
magazine was born as an 
outlet for artists, specifically 
dancers, to express them-
selves to the District with the 
written word. In 2009, found-
er Rob Bettmann expanded 
Bourgeon to include all of the 
arts, while also starting the 
dance company, Bettmann 
Dances.

“Both are organized with-
in the programming of Day 
Eight with the sense that art 
can contribute meaningfully 
to the solutions in our world,” 
Bettmann said. “So, where the 
one is actually producing the 
work, the other one is docu-
menting that work.”

After Boland released an 
article on the divide between 
university and local arts, Bet-
tmann approached her with 

the possibility of using the 
idea to help motivate change. 

“What her page convinced 
me of was that arts organiza-
tions locally, arts locally and 
universities and university 
students would really benefit 
from increased interaction,” 
Bettmann said. “We can get 
more students into profes-
sional arts experiences, iden-
tify good coverage, publish 
more coverage and, as we’re 
doing that, raise the impor-
tance of arts journalism, the 
importance of art history, the 
importance of criticism in 
general.” 

The competition, which 
will accept submissions 
through Feb. 15, will select 
five finalists and publish their 
work in the online magazine. 
Alongside the magazine’s 
editorial board, professional 
critics from the Washington 
Post — Michael O’Sullivan 
and Anne Midgette — will 
select a winner from the fi-
nalists to receive a $300 cash 
prize at a ceremony Mar. 22. 

While it is only the Stu-
dent Arts Journalism Chal-
lenge’s first year, Bettmann 
hopes to be able to offer free 
tickets in the future for stu-
dents to help motivate them 
to get involved in both the 
competition and the arts. 

“From the nitty gritty of 
writing to just interacting 
with other professionals and 
getting things done and not 
getting emotional, I think I 
have just grown so much as 
a professional and as a per-
son,” Boland said. 

Bettmann, who is also the 

chair for the D.C. Advocates 
for the Arts, knows that in 
spite of the economy and its 
effect on the nonprofit world 
the arts will remain impor-
tant to the District’s economy. 

In the future, he hopes the 
competition will continue to 
encourage the growth of arts 
coverage. 

“We know that arts jour-
nalism is not going away,” 
Bettmann said. “We can help 
ensure that our culture and 
our community will continue 
to be served in ways that it 
needs to be in order for the 
arts to happen — for the best 
achievements in the arts to 
reveal themselves.” u

Hadag Nahash
"6"
(Hatav Hashmini)

"Hadag Nahash," 
or “The Snake Fish,” 
reached new heights 
in the U.S. when 
four of its songs 
were featured in the 
Adam Sandler flick, 
“You Don’t Mess with the Zohan.” 
Although its trademark grooves sur-
face in “BaSalon Shel Salomon” and 
“Ani Mamin,” the band overextends 
itself on "6," its fifth studio album. 
Lead vocalist Shaanan Streett, who 
has spoken for a generation of Israe-
lis through often controversial lyrics, 
seems like a new driver when craft-
ing songs entirely in English – fitting-
ly enough, the band name is a play 
on the Israeli license plate tag, “na-
hag hadash,” Hebrew for “new driv-
er.” However, Streett hits his mark in 
“Little Man” when he philosophizes, 
“If I were a bird I’d fly high in the sky/
And dump a big ass turd all over all 
the religious sites.” 

–Joel goldberg

Adele
“21” 
(Columbia)

They say a vocalist's 
sophomore album is a 
true test of a good art-
ist, and Adele’s second 

album doesn’t disappoint. The voice 
fans fell in love with on “Chasing Pave-
ments” is back and better than ever in 
“21.” Adele showcases her pipes on 
the ballad “Don’t You Remember,” and 
a more upbeat, Duffy-esque tune titled 
“Rumor Has It.” Just in case you didn’t 
love her already, check out her acous-
tic cover of the Bob Dylan heart-melt-
ing classic, “Make You Feel My Love,” 
on YouTube.

–Marissa Driscoll

Girls 
“Broken Dreams Club”
(True Panther)

Though techni-
cally an EP, Girls' 
follow-up to its de-
but album, “Album,” 
plays with Christo-
pher Owens’ boyish 
twang in a more mel-
ancholic way than the catchy tunes 
from “Album” — Owens was glorious 
in “Lust for Life” as he cried out for 
a "boyfriend." While he’s still singing 
about heartache and escape, Ow-
ens plays with a wider range of lyr-
ics, opting for a calmer sound that 
begs and pleads for an explanation 
in songs like “Heartbreaker,” and ac-
knowledges a desire, or lack thereof, 
for life in “Substance.” The EP is a 
step-up for the San Francisco band, 
but it’s only a teaser for what is hope-
fully to come. 

–Caroline Bowman

Alumnus Noah Rothstein has a lot 
riding on the Packers vs. Steelers game 
this weekend.

He didn't bet on the game, but he 
does have $1 million at stake. 

The former Colonial, who graduated 
from GW in 2005 with a degree in elec-
tronic media, is a finalist in the Pepsi 
Max Crash the Superbowl Ad Contest 
and if he wins, he could get a check 
from USA Today. But we won't find out 
if his commercial made the cut until it 
airs – or doesn't – during the game.

The comedic ad, entitled “Love 
Hurts,” depicts a young man being con-
stantly berated by his girlfriend for his 
unhealthy eating habits. The girlfriend 
is impressed, however, when he chooses 
to drink a low-calorie Pepsi Max. Roth-
stein said that his friend, Brad Bosley, 
wrote the script.

“Then he shot it, sent me the footage 
the next day, I started editing the sound 

and everything, and we made the dead-
line,” Rothstein said. 

The competition received over 5,600 
submissions this year, the most in the 
history of the competition. 

From the contenders, Pepsi select-
ed five finalists, including Rothstein 
and Bosley’s “Love Hurts.” The videos 
were then posted online for viewers to 
vote for their favorite submissions. 
The three top-ranked ads will air dur-
ing Super Bowl XLV Feb. 6. The film-
maker who creates the highest-ranking 
ad will also win a contract to create an 
ad for both Pepsi and Doritos in the 
coming year. 

The voting closed Jan. 31, but the 
victorious filmmakers will not be re-
vealed until Super Bowl Sunday. 

Rothstein – who recently returned to 
Foggy Bottom for his five-year reunion 
– became involved in media arts in high 
school, which motivated him to apply 
to GW. 

“My parents really encouraged me, 
especially to get into film, too,” Roth-
stein said. “Editing is what I really love 
to do.”

After being accepted to GW’s film 
program, Rothstein spent his years at 
GW producing and editing various 
pieces for GWTV with a focus on news 
gathering, but also created a short film 
inspired by MTV’s “Punk’d.” To Roth-
stein, the University provided a “good 
stepping stone” into grad school and for 
him to pursue video editing as a career. 

“I loved GW — becoming an adult 
on your own in D.C. was a really great 
experience. Nothing compares to grow-
ing up in D.C.,” Rothstein said. 

Rothstein is now a freelance film 
and television editor operating primari-
ly out of Los Angeles. He has worked on 
productions for HBO, Showtime, Life-
time and the Discovery Channel. He has 
also produced many of his own works, 
including a film entitled, “The Luther-
an,” which earned numerous awards, 
including Best Student Film at the 2008 
D.C. Independent Film Festival. u

QuickTakes...

Cultural revelations

JorDan EMont | ContriButing Photo EDitor
Founder of nonprofit organization Day Eight, Rob Bettmann decided to host a competition to promote arts jour-
nalism after senior Kathryn Boland wrote an article on the divide between arts on campus and in the District for 
his arts magazine, Bourgeon.

GW senior helps orchestrate arts competition
by CarolinE BowMan
Features Editor

''
''

I think it's important 
to have someone 

translating to 
the public what 
art means for 

themselves, or for 
society.

Kathryn Boland
Senior

Alumnus hopes for 
big win in Superbowl
Colonial is a finalist in Pepsi Max contest

Photo CourtEsy of noah rothstEin
Alumnus Noah Rothstein and Brad Bosley's ad, "Love Hurts," was entered in Pepsi's Crash the Super 
Bowl Challenge and is in the running to air during Super Bowl XLV. 

''

''

I loved GW – becoming 
an adult on your own in 
D.C. was a really great 

experience.

noah rothstein
Alumnus

by Maura wElCh
Hatchet Reporter
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PITTSBURGH – The box score of 
the men’s basketball team’s contest 
Wednesday night against Duquesne 
will say the game ended in an 84-59 
loss for the Colonials, but for most 
of the game, it didn’t even feel that 
close.

The stats will say the Dukes 
shot 8 percentage points better from 
the floor than the Colonials (11-
11, 4-4 Atlantic 10), and that they 
shot 43 free throws against GW, 
but for stretches Wednesday night 
it seemed as though the Colonials 
couldn’t make a single shot while 
the Dukes seemed to be getting easy 
buckets on every possession. Ev-
erything seemed to go Duquesne’s 
way Wednesday night as the Dukes 
steamrolled the Colonials en route to 
their 12th-straight win.

“In giving credit to them, we 
were overwhelmed by their speed 
and their quickness, and that’s what 
they pretty much have done to ev-
erybody that’s come in their build-
ing,” men’s basketball head coach 
Karl Hobbs said. “They’re the only 
team in the league that has the abil-
ity and has the speed to do that to 
teams that come in here.”

The Colonials struggled to hang 
onto the ball against the Dukes, the 
second-best team in the country in 
terms of steals per game. GW gave 
up a season-high 26 turnovers that 
translated into 29 Duquesne points 
Wednesday night, a statistic that 
more or less spelled doom for the 
Colonials as the Dukes piled up ex-
tra possessions.

“That’s a great word, if you 
want to use ‘snowball’... It was a 
question of us just not being able to 
consistently take care of the basket-
ball. When you get 26 turnovers, I 
would call that a snowball,” Hobbs 
said. “When you have 26 turnovers 
it means you’re not getting shots 
at that basket, and they were con-
verting a lot of those turnovers into 
layups, where they didn’t have to 
run any offense,” he added.

More disappointing, Hobbs said, 
was that if not for the turnovers, the 
Colonials could have remained in the 
game for much longer. GW, when it 
managed to hold onto the ball long 
enough to get a shot, made 41.3 per-
cent of its field goals Wednesday 
night and shot 45.5 percent from be-
hind the three-point line.

The bulk of that offense came 
from junior guard Tony Taylor, who 
single-handedly outscored the rest 
of his team in the first half by scoring 
17 points on six of nine shooting. But 
fatigue caught up to Taylor in the 
second half, and as he slowed down, 
so did his team.

“Fatigue was definitely an issue 
tonight. There’s no way he was going 
to be able to sustain that,” Hobbs said 
of Taylor’s first-half performance. 
“We had to try to get him off the ball, 
but then we had no one else that 
could pretty much get us in the of-
fense but him, and he wore down.”

Taylor refused to lean on weari-
ness from his first half to explain the 
drop in production in the second. 
Taylor scored just 4 points in the 
second half to finish with 21 points, 
a drop he attributed to a defensive 
shift from Duquesne that sent more 
double teams his way.

“I think I didn’t play as well as I 
wanted to in the second half. I didn’t 
do what I needed to do to help my 
team,” Taylor said. “They picked it 
up. My teammates picked me up 
also. I just thought I didn’t play as 
well as I wanted to in the second 
half.”

As if the turnovers weren’t 

enough, the Colonials also struggled 
to stay out of foul trouble, especially 
in the first half when they collected 
15 fouls. Things didn’t get any better 
in the second half for the the team, 
which had racked up 31 fouls by 
game's end.

“That was disappointing, and 
I don’t want to talk about offi-
cials,” said Hobbs, who was him-
self whistled for a technical foul in 
the second half after complaining 
to a referee. “It was a very physi-
cal first-half game. One team was 
shooting free throws and the other 
team wasn’t... We’ve never played 
a basketball game with 15 fouls in 
a half.”

The Colonials won’t catch a 
break from their upcoming sched-
ule. GW will travel south to North 
Carolina for a Super Bowl weekend 
match-up against Charlotte Satur-
day at 2 p.m. The Colonials will look 
to forget their performance Wednes-
day night, a tough task that Taylor 
said he and his teammates had al-
ready begun working on.

“After a game like this, every-
body’s upset, and it’s hard not to 
show your emotions and it’s hard 
not to go against everyone in the 
locker room, but we’re doing a good 

job of keeping our composure and 
just staying together,” Taylor said. 
“This is one game and we have, I 
think, eight more left, and we have 
the potential to win every single one 
of them.” u
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former colonials standout 
re-signs with wNBa team

26 The number of turnovers GW gave 
up to Duquesne, a season-high for 
the Colonials.

"It was a question of us 
just not being able to 
consistently take care of 
the basketball. When you 
get 26 turnovers, I would 
call that a snowball."

–Karl Hobbs, men's basketball 
head coach, on the Colonials' lackluster 
play in their 84-59 loss to Duquesne 
Wednesday night in Pittsburgh.

meN's BasKetBaLL   duquesne 84, GW 59

On the court Wednesday, the Colonials didn’t 
look like a team that was in the midst of the worst 
losing streak in the program's history. 

As GW (6-15, 1-6 Atlantic 10) played its way 
to its first victory in 12 games, the team domi-
nated the University of Rhode Island both offen-
sively and defensively, coming out on top 53-35 to 
earn its first A-10 victory of the season.

“Long time coming for that one. I honestly 
believe that we could have done that maybe 
four games ago,” head coach Mike Bozeman 
said. “That’s what we’ve been working on in 
practices, closing it out, and I think we were able 
to do that tonight. Still not as sharp as we can 
be, but we’re sharper than we were in the last 
couple games.”

The team shot 52 percent in the first half, the 
second best shooting half the Colonials have had 
all season. GW kept the Rams to a shooting per-
centage of just 29 in the first, the worst URI has 
shot in the first half all season. Bozeman credited 
his team’s dominant play to a determined mind-
set.

“I think it’s more attitude,” he said, adding, 
“I have to give the girls credit because they could 
really be mailing it in right now and I think there’s 
a desire to get better, a desire to play better.”

GW’s winning mentality was on full display 
when, for the third-straight game, three Colonials 
scored in the double digits. Sophomore guard 
Danni Jackson once again underlined her impor-
tance as a scrappy, athletic player for the Colo-
nials. Jackson posted 13 points, tying teammate 
Tiana Myers, a junior guard, for the player with 
the most points in the game. Jackson also grabbed 
three steals and had five assists throughout the 
night.

“I’ve had an aggressive mindset. I’m just re-
ally trying to get to the bucket as much as I can, 
and get everyone involved, but for the most part 
I’m trying to be aggressive,” Jackson said. “Just 
wanna be the dominant player that I once was 
and can be still.”

Jackson, Myers and junior forward Tara 
Booker were the three dominant offensive forces 
for the Colonials. In addition to her 13 points, 
Myers grabbed six rebounds and had four as-
sists; Booker posted 11 points and added seven 
rebounds for the night.

The Colonials struggled to produce similarly 
dominant results in the second half, dropping 
their shooting percentage by almost 20 to wrap 
up the game shooting 40.4 percent. GW also went 
0-for-6 from the three-point range after halftime, 
indicative of the fatigue the team struggles with 

in light of its five injured players. The Colonials 
also grabbed just six offensive rebounds during 
the game, an area that has plagued GW all sea-
son.

“When you see us in the first half, that’s fresh-
er legs,” Bozeman said. “We still have to close out 
and play aggressively. The fatigue factor did step 
in a little bit, and that’s where we have to fight 
that.”

Despite momentary struggles in the second, 
Bozeman’s “close it out” mentality transferred to 
his players on the court, and GW walked away 
with its first victory since Dec. 11. As the Colonials 
prepare to travel to Saint Louis Saturday, Boze-
man remains determined to maintain his team’s 
improved play.

“I think to get that monkey off our back, I 
think it’ll free us up to focus,” Bozeman said. “It’s 
got to get to the point where it’s, ‘OK guys, let’s 
take this win,’ as opposed to, ‘Let’s not lose this.' I 
think that’s where we’re going now.” u

GW snaps losing skid at 11

by eLIzaBeth trayNor
Contributing Editor

mIcheLLe rattINger | Photo edItor
Sophomore guard Danni Jackson was one of three GW 
players to score in the double digits Wednesday, post-
ing 13 points, three steals and five rebounds in the win.

womeN's BasKetBaLL   GW 53, Rhode Island 35

Colonials defeat URI 
to earn first Atlantic 10 
victory of the season

Colonials crumble in blowout loss to Dukes
by LouIs NeLsoN
Sports Editor

aNNe werNIKoff | Photo edItor
Above, sophomore guard Tim Johnson 
reacts to his team's loss to the first-
place Dukes Wednesday night. Below, 
junior Aaron Ware drives to the basket.

The Minnesota Lynx announced 
Tuesday that former GW women’s 
basketball standout Jessica Adair 
has re-signed with the WNBA team.

Adair, a 2009 graduate of GW, 
earned First Team All-Atlantic 10 
Honors in her final three seasons 
playing for the Colonials. She was 
just the 10th player in league his-
tory to earn that honor three times. 
Adair ranks 11th on GW’s career 
scoring list, with 1,475 points, sev-
enth in career rebounds, with 770, 
and fifth in career blocks, with 160. 

Adair spent a majority of the 
2010 training camp with the Lynx af-
ter being drafted in the 2009 WNBA 
draft by the Phoenix Mercury. She 
signed with Minnesota Aug. 18 and 
totaled 5 points and eight rebounds 
in the team’s regular-season finale 
four days later.

Adair is currently playing in Tur-
key for Samsun. She ranks second 
in the Turkish League for rebounds, 
averaging 10 per game, fifth in 
blocked shots per game, averaging 
1.13, and 14th in scoring, averaging 
13.9 points per game. Adair is one 
of two players in the Turkish League 
currently averaging a point and re-
bound double-double in play.

"I honestly believe we could have 
done that maybe four games ago."

Mike BozeMan
Head Coach

Women's Basketball
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