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Long-serving 
UPD officer dies

James Isom, a long-serv-
ing University Police De-
partment officer, was found 
dead at his home Tuesday 
morning. He was 64 years 
old.

The Office of the Chief 
Medical Examiner said 
Isom’s cause of death is un-
known and the cause and 
manner of his death may 
not be available for 60 to 90 
days.

University Police Chief 
Kevin Hay said the execu-
tive assistant chief of police 
was a dedicated member of 
the community.

"[Isom] dedicated 39 
years of his life to protect-
ing the students, faculty and 
staff of this great university," 
Hay said.

A member of the Uni-
versity Police, who spoke 
on the condition of anonym-
ity as officers have been in-
structed not to speak with 
the media, said officers are 
wearing black bands across 
their badges out of respect 
for Isom. 

The officer said he was 
unsure how the University 
would replace Isom, as “he 
did everything” in the de-
partment, from handling 
discipline cases to security 
details at basketball games 
and the School of Media and 
Public Affairs.

“When he was in the 
hospital, so much didn’t go 
right,” the officer said.

Isom graduated from 
GW in 1969 with a degree 
in international relations, 
and came to the University 
through a football scholar-
ship.

He was one of GW’s first 
black athletes and one of the 
last members of the football 
team before the program 
ended in 1966. The Chat-
tanooga, Tenn., native also 
played club rugby as an un-

dergraduate.
"I offer my heartfelt con-

dolences to James Isom's 
family and his fellow offi-
cers,” University President 
Steven Knapp said in a state-
ment. “James spent almost 
50 years at George Washing-
ton as a student, athlete and 
member of [UPD.] His legacy 
of service, commitment and 
hard work will live on in all 
those he trained and led.”

University flags will be 
lowered to half mast to hon-
or Isom until Thursday.

Isom began his tenure 
with UPD as a patrol officer 
in 1972 following service in 
the U.S. Army and military 
police.

Little was known about 
Isom in the broader GW com-
munity until he was named 
the interim chief of police last 
year. He was promoted to the 
position in April 2010, a few 
weeks before former UPD 
Chief Dolores Stafford stepped 
down. He served as Stafford’s 
second-in-command for 8 of 
her 18 years as chief.

He led UPD from May 1, 
2010, until UPD Chief Kevin 
Hay took office in Septem-
ber.

Before Isom's term end-
ed, he was named in two dis-
crimination complaints filed 
with the Equal Employment 
Opportunity Commission. 
Questions about his role in 
the discrimination cases re-
main unanswered.

The complaints by a 
white officer and an Indi-
an-American officer were 
filed with the EEOC, a D.C. 
agency that helps protect 
employees from discrimina-
tion in the workplace.

Isom is survived by a 
brother, Duane Caudle and 
two sisters, Adeline Williams 
and Donna Lynn Caudle, all 
of Chattanooga. Donna Lynn 
Caudle declined to comment. 
Duane Caudle and Williams 
were not immediately avail-
able for comment. u

The GW Law School has narrowed 
its dean search down to eight candi-
dates, who have been meeting with 
GW faculty, students and administra-
tors over the last month to tout their 
merits as the best leaders and fundrais-
ers to head the school.

Roger Trangsrud, the chair of the 
dean search committee, said they have 
a diverse crop of potential deans, in-
cluding candidates who are female, 

African-American and gay, as well 
as sitting deans, associate deans and 
faculty from Ivy League schools and 
other highly ranked law schools. 

“We didn’t select these people for 
those reasons,” Trangsrud said. “We 
sought out the strongest candidates we 
could find, but we didn’t want eight 
candidates that looked exactly like one 
another.”

Trangsrud said GW wants to tap 
a dean with fundraising expertise as 
well as “significant administrative 
ability” and a “substantial record of 

legal scholarship.”
“We need more resources, so the 

dean needs to spend a great deal of 
time doing fundraising. We have many 
more good ideas in the building than 
we have money to make them work,” 
Trangsrud said. “The dean’s job will be 
to help find those resources.”

The 12-person search committee 
will whittle the pool from eight to five 
after the last candidate interviews on 
campus in March. The faculty will then 
vote on three or more candidates, with 
University President Steven Knapp 

and Provost Steven Lerman making a 
final decision in May. 

Frederick Lawrence – who served 
as dean of the law school from 2005 
until this past December – announced 
this summer he was leaving the Uni-
versity to become president of Brande-
is University. Former Associate Dean 
Gregory Maggs assumed the interim 
dean position but he did not seek the 
permanent deanship.

Lawrence Mitchell, a business law 
professor, is the only remaining candi-
date from GW, law school officials said. 

Mitchell is also the executive director 
of GW’s Center for Law, Economics & 
Finance, a law school think tank.

Mitchell did not return a request 
for comment. 

The search committee only sought 
candidates who would qualify for fac-
ulty tenure, which is a requirement 
of the school’s faculty code and the 
American Bar Association, the law 
school’s accrediting agency.

With the law school currently 

The University, two 
former University Police 
Department officers and 
their union have reached 
a settlement over charges 
filed last year stemming 
from complaints that GW 
engaged in unfair labor 
practices.

Two cases were set-
tled Jan. 28 through the 
National Labor Relations 
Board – which enforces 
the National Labor Rela-
tions Act and investigates 
allegations that employers 
have violated the law – but 
remain open pending final 
compliance, according to 
an NLRB representative. 

An NLRB notice to 
University employees 
signed by UPD Chief 
Kevin Hay was posted in 
UPD’s Woodhull House 

Feb. 11, following terms 
of the settlement between 
the University and the 
charging parties — former 
officer Darren Braun and 
the International Union, 
Security, Police and Fire 
Professionals of America, 
or SPFPA.

The notice states that 
GW won’t unlawfully 
deny union representation 
or suspend employees for 
invoking that right, among 
other specific references to 
Braun and another former 
officer, Gervais Mbunkeu. 

Emily Hunt, the NLRB 
compliance officer han-
dling the cases, said the 
notice — which outlines 
what the department 
agrees to do in response 
to the charges — was the 
remedy to the cases, and 
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Kye Allums, the first Division I basketball player to be openly transgender, spoke to media outlets when he came out last November. Allums' 
mother, Rolanda Delamartinez, now believes GW is banning Allums from speaking to the media.

Mother: GW barring Allums from media

Law School whittles dean search to eight candidates
by cory weInberg
Hatchet Staff Writer

ColonialCampfire
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George lights his s'more at the annual Birthday Bonfire, which celebrated the 279th birthday of the  
University's namesake. Tuesday's event also included a pie-eating contest and free cupcakes.

UPD, officers 
settle labor case
by amy d'onofrIo
Metro News Editor

UPD lawsuit 
timeline

July 26, 2010
Former officer Darren 

Braun files a complaint
alleging GW engaged in 
unfair labor practices.

Aug. 6, 2010
Braun resigns from UPD; 

former UPD officer 
Gervais Mbunkeu is

terminated from his job 
at the University.

Aug. 20, 2010
Mbunkeu files 

a discrimination complaint 
against GW.

Jan. 28, 2011
Case settled.

Feb. 11, 2011
Notice of settlement 

posted.

See LAW: Page B5

See UPD: Page B6

The University’s Office of Media Re-
lations drew scrutiny this week, after the 
mother of women’s basketball player Kye 
Allums alleged GW stifled opportunities 
for Allums to speak out about his role as 
the first transgender basketball player in 
NCAA Division I history.

Allums’ mother, Rolanda Delama-
rtinez, said that since Allums’ initial 
announcement and subsequent press 
conference in November, the University 
turned down numerous media requests 
and speaking opportunities for Allums, 
opportunities that Delamartinez said Al-
lums wanted to pursue.

University spokeswoman Candace 
Smith declined to comment on how 
many media requests GW has received to 
interview the junior guard.

Delamartinez said initially, the Uni-

versity turned down media requests be-
cause "The Oprah Winfrey Show" want-
ed exclusive access to Allums' story. But 
once "The Oprah Winfrey Show" passed 
on Allums' story, Delamartinez said the 
University continued to deny media re-
quests to interview Allums in an effort to 
make the story “go away.”

“My whole issue... is really about 
the civil rights of my child. Shutting her 
mouth from speaking, which makes it 
feel like that is discrimination based upon 
the fact that she has said to the world that 
she is transgender,” Delamartinez, who 
continues to use feminine pronouns to 
describe Allums, said. “That I don’t agree 
with. It should be her choice. Don’t tell 
the media, ‘Oh, I’m so supportive and I 
stick behind you,’ and that’s not the case 
behind closed doors.”

Smith confirmed that Allums’ story 
had generated interest from "The Oprah 
Winfrey Show," but declined to comment 

on whether the show had asked for ex-
clusivity, or whether Allums’ potential 
appearance on the show prevented him 
from taking part in other potential media 
engagements.

Specifically, Delamartinez said GW 
refused interview requests for Allums from 
the Washington Post, ESPN and Bryant 
Gumbel, host of HBO’s “Real Sports with 
Bryant Gumbel.” Delamartinez said MTV 
expressed interest in casting Allums in its 
show “World of Jenks,” but after initially 
accepting the MTV request, Delamartinez 
said GW changed its mind. 

Smith declined to comment on the 
specifics of the MTV opportunity.

“[They] told her, ‘It’s up to you,’ but 
no, it really wasn’t up to her because you 
made a decision. You told ESPN no, you 
told MTV no, you told all these other 
avenues no when you didn’t give her that 

by louIs nelson
Sports Editor

See ALLUMS: Page B8

HOUSING GUIDE 2011 PAGES 
B1 – B3



News SnapShot

February 24, 2011

Five percent break 
University bar notices

IN BrIeF

H

SMPA Bowling Night
Bowl with fellow School of Media and Public Affairs 
students, as journalism students take on poli-comm 
majors. Winners will receive SMPA swag. 
Hippodrome, Marvin Center 5th floor • 
7 p.m.

Battle of the Orgs
Gather your group and battle other 
student organizations physically 
and mentally to win prizes. 
Tompkins Hall • 
2 to 5 p.m.

Thursday Friday
Minority Health Conference
Attend interactive workshops on 
health equity, hosted by the Black 
Public Health Student Network. 
Ross Hall •
8 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Hike at Harper’s Ferry
Hike all day at Harper’s Ferry 
National Historical Park with GW 
TRAiLS. Pack your lunch. 
Marvin Center • 
8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Saturday

ON tHe weB www.gwhatchet.com

SlIdeSHOw
Men’s basketball

The Colonials took on Charlotte at 
the Smith Center Wednesday.

AUdIO SlIdeSHOw
Libyan protests

A group of students protested Libyan 
President Moammar Gadhafi.

vIdeO
Birthday bonfire

Hundreds gathered to celebrate George 
Washington’s birthday.

FeBrUAry

elISe APelIAN | HAtCHet PHOtOgrAPHer
Hypnotist Marshal Manlove puts sophomore Aly Azhar, center, under a spell in Eckles Auditorium on the Mount Vernon Campus Tuesday 
night. Manlove instructed the students to act like monsters. 
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Nearly 20 individuals barred from 
GW property over the past year have un-
lawfully returned to campus since their 
ban.

Seventeen of the 358 people barred 
from campus between Feb. 17, 2010, and 
Feb. 17, 2011, violated the notice and 
unlawfully entered GW property within 
that time frame, University Police Chief 
Kevin Hay said. Four were caught on 
multiple occasions.  

The University Police chief issues bar 
notices to permanently ban individuals 
from accessing University property or 
facilities. Individuals who re-enter cam-
pus after being barred typically face an 
unlawful entry charge – a misdemeanor 
punishable by a maximum jail sentence 
of 180 days, a $1,000 fine, or both.

“Barring is used as a method to let 
people know they are not in a public 
building and that they should have a 
valid reason for being within a GWU 
facility,” Hay said. The policy helps the 
University lower the potential for crimi-
nal activity on campus, he said 

Hay declined to say how many indi-
viduals broke their bar notice in 2009. 

Bar notices do not expire, but a per-
son can appeal by submitting a written 
request to Hay explaining why the bar 
should be lifted. The notice is revoked if 
officials believe the activity – such as un-
derage drinking – will not happen again. 
In the past 5 months, Hay withdrew ap-
proximately 15 notices. 

Georgetown University barred an 
estimated 25 to 30 people from its cam-
pus over the past year and saw about 
three people illegally re-enter campus, 
David Ruiz, an investigative sergeant 
at Georgetown’s Department of Public 
Safety, said. 

Ruiz added the policy is “very suc-
cessful,” but said Georgetown’s num-
bers are likely lower because its campus 
is enclosed, unlike GW’s “larger and 
more spread out” campus. 

Daniel Carter, vice president of Se-
curity on Campus – a national nonprofit 
campus security organization – said GW 
appears to have a sensitive trespass poli-
cy and stringent enforcement process.

“It’s all about how you follow up to 
make sure that someone who is a po-
tential threat is actually monitored for,” 
Carter said. “Sometimes the only solution 
is to keep an eye out for them, and when 
the campus re-encounters them they are 
taken to jail and processed. There is of-
ten no other further recourse.”

–Shivan Sarna
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The District’s 5-cent fee 
on paper and plastic bags is 
hurting the economy, a re-
cent study alleges, by elimi-
nating jobs.

The Beacon Hill Insti-
tute at Suffolk University – a 
learning and research center 
in Boston that analyzes pub-
lic economic issues – claims 
the tax will not earn as 
much money as the District 
planned, and has negative 
effects on retail sales. The 
study also said the tax will 
cost D.C. 101 jobs.

Commissioned by 
Americans for Tax Reform, a 

Washington-based nonprofit 
group that is against all tax 
increases, the study found 
the amount of funding from 
the bag fee won’t be as high 
as the city expected.

The District’s static rev-
enue estimate from the bag 
fee is $3.1 million in 2011, but 
the tax will only raise $2.17 
million this year, according 
to Paul Bachman, BHI’s di-
rector of research. 

The 2-year-old tax adds 
a $.05 fee on paper and plas-
tic bags at D.C. stores when 
customers purchase food or 
alcohol in D.C.

The law also aims to re-
duce the use of plastic bags 
for the benefit of the envi-
ronment. Four cents of the 

tax go toward the Protect 
the Anacostia River Cleanup 
Fund, and retailers keep the 
remaining penny.

BHI used a computerized 
method of accounting to de-
termine the employment rate 
in 2011 both with and with-
out the bag fee as a variable 
and compared their findings 
with economic data for D.C., 
Bachman said.

The study notes that low-
er-income residents will be 
most affected by the bag fee, 
and that, “All other things be-
ing equal, the bag tax will re-
duce the level of retail sales” 
within D.C.’s economy.

Councilmember Tommy 
Wells’ chief of staff, Charles 
Allen, said Wells, who spon-

sored the bill enacting the 
tax, believes the study is 
false. Allen said the study 
“is just not true” in a phone 
interview.

Allen said what BHI did 
“is not a real report of what 
is happening."

The chief of staff charged 
that Suffolk University draft-
ed their desired results be-
fore the study began.

“What they’re projecting 
hasn’t happened in D.C., so 
it is hard to take them seri-
ously,” Allen said. 

He added since the study 
was put forth by an anti-tax 
group, the study is fulfilling 
specific objectives. 

Bachman countered that 
no one can know what the 

end of 2011 will bring, but 
his group is confident in its 
initial predictions.

Allen said a total of $2.1 
million was earned in 2010 

from the bag fee to help the 
Anacostia River, a figure cal-
culated by the city’s Chief 
Financial Officer Natwar M. 
Gandhi. u

For the first time in 5 years, 
members of the GW commu-
nity gathered around a roaring 
bonfire in University Yard to 
celebrate the 279th birthday of 
GW's namesake Tuesday night. 

It was University Presi-
dent Steven Knapp’s first bon-
fire outdoors, as the event was 
moved to the Marvin Center for 
the last 4 years due to wind or 
rain.

“This celebration embod-
ies what George Washington 
imagined when he envisioned a 
university,” Knapp said.

The event featured a cherry 
pie-eating contest, a perfor-
mance by the Colonial Brass 
ensemble and s’mores cooked 
over a bonfire. 

The first 200 guests re-
ceived vouchers for free cup-
cakes designed in honor of 
George Washington’s birthday 
by alumnus Warren Brown’s 
CakeLove bakery.

Last year’s Miss GW – Eden 
Sutley, a senior – joined Student 
Association Executive Vice 
President Rob Maxim to kick 
off GW’s annual Homecoming 

Hoopla. The finalists for Miss 
GW 2011 include Mia Sorkin, 
Courtnay Oddman and Cecilia 
Matrone. Mr. GW finalists in-
clude Aly Azhar, Matt Carlson 
and DJ Sigworth.

The two announced this 
year's finalists for the annual 
homecoming contest: Sopho-
mores Aly Azhar and DJ Sig-
worth, juniors Cecilia Matrone  
and Courtnay Oddman and 
seniors Matt Carlson and Mia 
Sorkin.

“[The competition] exem-
plifies what it means to be a Co-

lonial,” Maxim said. 
The winners will be an-

nounced Feb. 26 at GW’s home-
coming basketball game against 
Temple University.

GW mascot Big George was 
also present at the event – and 
tripped during Knapp’s ad-
dress.

“Didn’t mean to knock you 
over, general,” Knapp said. 

In the annual cherry pie-
eating contest, eight students 
competed to eat the most pie 
while Big George cheered in the 
background.

The contest’s winner, Peter 
Bott, said he had subbed in for 
a friend 5 minutes before the 
start of the competition. He ate 
an entire pie in approximately 3 
minutes.

“I feel like Rocky, I just came 
back from supper so I was not 
expecting this,” Bott, a fresh-
man majoring in international 
affairs, said. u

The University will 
not re-lease City Hall after 
GW's contract on the build-
ing expires in 2016.

Seth Weinshel, director 
of GW Housing Programs, 
said that although the resi-
dence hall will no longer 
be available, the University 
will still have the capacity 
to board the nearly 380 stu-
dents who live there.

GW will be able to 
compensate for the beds 
lost with 250 beds in the 
newly built West Hall on 
the Mount Vernon Cam-
pus, as well as the reopen-
ing of Lafayette Hall after 
renovations.

“It is the same level of 
inventory in terms of the 
number of beds,” Weinshel 
said, adding GW will work 
to find a bed for every stu-
dent who chooses to live 
on campus. 

He said buildings will 
be evaluated prior to the 
start of each academic year 
to match the demand for 
each class. 

Weinshel said the Uni-
versity will offset the loss 
of City Hall beds even 
without the Superdorm, 
a proposed structure that 

would sit in place of the 
residence halls Crawford, 
Schenley and the West 
End, which administrators 
said in January is not yet a 
confirmed project. 

The decision is a com-
ponent of the University’s 
2007 campus plan, which 
made a commitment to 
phase out off-campus un-
dergraduate housing to 
improve GW’s relationship 
with the Foggy Bottom 
neighborhood.

University spokes-
woman Michelle Sherrard 
said from 2006 to 2008 other 
residence halls that previ-
ously served as off-campus 
undergraduate housing 
– including the Hall on 
Virginia Avenue and The 
Aston – were converted to 
graduate housing. u

FraNcis rivera | coNtributiNg PHoto editor
Members of the GW community marked George Washington's 279th birthday with a bonfire Tuesday night in 
University Yard. It was the first time in 5 years that weather hadn't moved the event indoors.

University 
celebrates 
founder, 
president 
by katHeriNe rodriguez
Hatchet Reporter

by aNastasia tymeN
Hatchet Reporter

by samaNtHa stoNe
Hatchet Staff Writer

Study: D.c. bag tax hurts economy

HatcHet File PHoto
A recent report estimated the District's bag tax will not bring in the 
expected amount of revenue, and will cost D.C. 101 jobs.

city hall lease 
to end in 2016

H
Watch as community 
members celebrate 
George's birthday.
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"It is the same 
level of inventory 
in terms of beds."

seth weinshel
Director

GW Housing Programs
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H
QuotAbLe "I feel like Rocky, I just came back from supper so I was not expecting this."

  –Peter Bott, winner of the pie-eating contest, on his surprise win.
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My previous column cited 
how an ineffective Student 
Association has prompted 

Abolish the SA cam-
paigns to resurface year 
after year. But without 
a specific plan in place 
to handle student ad-
vocacy and fund alloca-
tion, abolishing the SA 
would leave the student 
body worse off. In order 
to find the appropriate 
balance between those 
two extremes, we need 
to understand how, if at 
all, we can avoid run-
ning into the same issues all over 
again. 

Mired by its own bureaucracy
The fundamental problem 

with the Abolish the SA campaign 
is that the SA’s most serious flaws 
are actually just inherent in the 
nature of any democratic organi-
zation, especially student govern-
ments. Anyone who has been to a 
student org meeting knows all too 
well how a small organization can 
institute bureaucratic procedures 
to a laughable extent. There will 
inevitably be political jockeying 
and slow movement on important 
issues, not to mention people who 
take themselves too seriously.

But beyond the bureaucratic 
issues, the fact that we attend a 
4-year university gives us a clear 
expiration date for our involve-

ment on campus. Few students 
wish to spend their entire college 
experiences in the SA, and there are 

markedly few senators 
who seek re-election 
and thus there is little 
institutional memory. 

If Phil Gardner is 
right about one thing, 
it’s that this is a cycli-
cal problem. Aside 
from the outdated 
hairdos and pictures of 
Nixon, one might mis-
take looking through 
Hatchet archives from 
the 1970s with Hatch-

ets from last year. Present concerns 
such as dining options, course re-
quirements, lack of student influ-
ence in administration decisions 
and library conditions were equal-
ly pressing back then.

In reality, the continuity of 
these concerns among students is 
a reflection not on the efficacy of 
the SA but on the fact that, to put 
it simply, these are the basic issues 
that college students care about. In 
1970, changing the “library condi-
tions” meant a new building called 
Gelman. Poor dining options 
meant the dining hall in the base-
ment of Thurston. Things have 
improved drastically since those 
days, but it’s in our nature to want 
what we don’t have. Let’s be hon-
est — we could get a steakhouse in 
J Street and people would complain 
that there was not enough chicken. 

A conversation worth having
What reforms could actually 

change the culture of the SA? In 
searching for an answer, I spoke to 
people well-versed in the SA, and I 
heard everything from implement-
ing a 2-year term to installing polit-
ical parties. Both of these have the 
potential for disaster. A 2-year term 
could drive away many well-in-
tentioned and qualified candidates 
who do not have further GW po-
litical ambitions, creating an even 
greater sense of power entrench-
ment and disconnect between the 
SA and the rest of the student body. 
The idea of establishing political 
parties to give senators a distinct 
platform to pursue in office is good 
in theory, but existing precedents 
show the reality to be different. A 
friend at the University of Florida 
explained that having political 
parties at her school has created a 
system where the Greek-life com-
munity joins forces with other or-
ganized groups to elect a slate of 
candidates, essentially blocking 
out any independents. 

Perhaps most frustrating, I 
heard competing opinions about 
which SA branch was too large 
and could be downsized. Either of 
these plans could have merit, but 
the problems plaguing the SA are 
brought on by far more than hav-
ing too many players on the field.

Instead, I believe the key to 
improving the SA comes with rec-
ognizing the link between poor 

communication and high student 
apathy. Through both online media 
and personal interactions, the SA 
needs to focus on engaging unin-
volved students using everything 
from a weekly update to in-class 
visits by each school’s senators. 
Only after students realize how the 
SA affects their lives can it become 
a more effective body. This is only 
the first step, and needs to be fol-
lowed with a worthy debate over 
additional reforms and transparent 
proposals. 

While I can’t support the cam-
paign to abolish the SA — at least 
until there is a more realistic plan 
as to how the funding allocation 
and student advocacy would con-
tinue unimpaired — I do think this 
is a conversation worth having. 
And not just within the SA, or The 
Hatchet, but as a student body.

Election season is underway. 
The original Abolish the SA move-
ment may have failed in the long 
run, but it certainly has implica-
tions for the future. If the SA does 
not heed the warnings, and candi-
dates choose to continue the cycle 
instead of truly engaging their 
peers, the Abolish the SA cam-
paign may not be a joke for too 
much longer. 

–The writer, a senior majoring in 
business, is a Hatchet columnist.

Editor's note: This is the final part 
of a series of columns that examine 
the Student Association.

The news that Met-
ro is considering 
ending Metrorail 

service after midnight 
on the weekends has, 
predictably, elicited com-
plaints from 
many stu-
dents. Since 
this would 
u n d o u b t -
edly throw a 
wrench into 
the plans of 
hard-party-
ing college 
students like 
us, it’s tempt-
ing to accuse Metro of in-
difference to its custom-
ers. The reality, however, 
is that this idea makes 
sense and Metro should 
enact it no matter how 
much people complain.

The current proposal 
would close Metrorail 
stations at midnight Fri-
day and Saturday nights, 
rather than 3 a.m. Service 
during the week will not 
change.

As students, it's hard 
not to feel entitled to a 
subway ride whenever 
we want it.

But that line of think-
ing is precisely what has 
helped put Metro in the 
position in which we 
find it today.

Since Metro’s cre-
ation in the 1970s, the 
system has grown rap-
idly. It has been difficult 
for Metro to keep up. The 
high numbers of weekly 
Metro riders exert tre-
mendous wear and tear 
on the system, and rid-
ers often encounter door 
malfunctions, ventilation 
problems and run-down 
platforms. The 5 hours 
of downtime each week-
night are simply not 
enough for maintenance 
crews to make the nec-
essary repairs that keep 
this system running.

So where do the early 
weekend closures fit in? 
Shutting down at mid-
night rather than 3 a.m. 
gives crews 3 more hours 
of time to make repairs. 
Those extra 6 hours each 
weekend will lessen the 
need for single tracking 
during the day. Not only 
that, but it will make par-
alyzing closures like the 
one our Metro station en-
dured last October much 
less common.

If the promise of an 
easier, faster commute 
isn’t enough for you, 

consider the cost savings. 
Keeping Metro open late 
costs $5 million each year. 
The roughly 13,400 rides 
people take between 
midnight and 3 a.m. on 

w e e k e n d s 
do not even 
come close to 
paying for it. 
Metro needs 
to mind its 
bottom line.

M e t r o 
must adapt 
to changing 
community 
needs. Ul-

timately, younger resi-
dents can and should 
expect more from their 
public transit. But how 
can we expect Washing-
ton Metropolitan Area 
Transit Authority to ex-
pand the system if we 
only give repair crews 
enough time to make 
Band-Aid fixes? Doing 
without late-night ser-
vice will not be fun, but 
with 1 million daily rides 
estimated by 2030, it sure 
seems like we would be 
better off sacrificing now 
rather than later.

Now you’re think-
ing, “But who’s going 
to take me home from 
(insert trendy neighbor-
hood) this weekend?”

A variety of trans-
portation options are 
preferable, but we must 
remember that going 
off campus to party is 
a choice. Making that 
choice puts the responsi-
bility to get home safely 
on you, not on Metro.

Besides, it is not as 
if we lack transportation 
options. Cabs will glad-
ly pick us up all night 
long, and splitting the 
fare with friends makes 
the cost comparable to 
a Metro ride. And don’t 
forget about the Circu-
lator buses that serve 
areas like Georgetown, 
Dupont Circle and Ad-
ams Morgan late into the 
night. Don’t be afraid to 
hoof it either, as our city 
ranks among the most 
walkable areas in the 
U.S.

Like us, Metro needs 
a break on the weekends. 
A smoother commute is 
well worth the sacrifice. 
After all, the future is rid-
ing on it.

–The writer, a senior 
majoring in political 
communication, is a 
Hatchet columnist.

Coming to GW 4 years 
ago, I didn’t realize I 
would gain an appre-

ciation for our school’s art 
program and all of the gal-
leries only a short 
walk or Metro 
ride away from 
campus. 

Flash forward 
to today, and I’ve 
realized that GW 
could be utilizing 
its creative poten-
tial to solve one of 
its perennial com-
plaints. 

I have heard 
students and visi-
tors say that GW’s campus 
is ugly. Walking the bland 
corridors of Monroe Hall 
and the borderline decrepit 
hallways of the Academic 
Center, I’m often inclined to 
agree. A solution occurred 
to me while walking past 
Classroom 102 – the small 
gallery room on the first 
floor of Smith Hall. GW 
should purchase the student 
artwork to help beautify the 
campus, build a sense of 
community amongst stu-
dents and give some much 
needed attention to the arts 
at a school where politics 
are king.

Basically, the Univer-
sity can create a fund that 
would be used to purchase 
especially well-done art-
work by students. The art-
work would be framed and 
displayed around campus 
for 2 to 3 years before be-

ing replaced by fresh pieces. 
This rotation would keep 
the artwork fresh and allow 
students to see artwork pro-
duced by their contempo-

raries on cam-
pus on a daily 
basis.

This would 
be great for 
art students 
as well. They 
could make 
some extra 
money from 
their work 
while still in 
school and 
gain the visibil-

ity of having their creations 
hung on campus. Of course, 
the choice to sell any piece 
would be up to the indi-
vidual student, but it isn’t 
an unheard of process. The 
Brady Collection occasion-
ally purchases artwork for 
the University’s collection, 
and at times, students make 
long term loans to Univer-
sity offices. And, although 
artwork is never a sure sell, 
the University could seek to 
replenish the fund by selling 
the student artwork after its 
few years on display. It’s not 
hard to imagine that at some 
point while being displayed 
for a few years in an aca-
demic hallway, a professor 
or student might be drawn 
to a piece that they would 
eventually like to own.

There are a few obvious 
caveats here that shouldn’t 
be overlooked. I would nev-

er want to equate artwork 
with decoration, nor foster 
a fine arts program in which 
students are just looking to 
sell their work. Art comes in 
many forms.

It just so happens that a 
lot of the artwork produced 
here is both quality and 
could be used in a way to 
turn our drab hallways into 
something interesting, and 
(hopefully) at times provoc-
ative. Why not take advan-
tage of that opportunity? 
Another truth is the com-
plaints I hear come in part 
from the fact that we have 
some externally ugly build-
ings on campus, which this 
wouldn’t address at all.

One of my favorite 
quotes on art comes from 
Ray Bradbury, “So while 
our art cannot, as we wish 
it could, save us from wars, 
privation, envy, greed, old 
age, or death, it can revital-
ize us amidst it all.” Maybe 
this could be adjusted for 
GW: “While art cannot save 
us from exams, Thurston’s 
filth, 8 a.m. classes, hang-
overs or a failed assignment, 
it can revitalize us amidst it 
all.” GW should consider 
making this investment, 
creating not only a more 
beautiful campus but one 
that actively seeks to keep 
itself contemporary, transi-
tive and flush with the work 
of its own students.
–The writer, a senior majoring 

in international affairs, is a 
Hatchet senior columnist. 

An SA conversation worth having

Corey 
Jacobson 
Columnist

Aging ain't easy
by Colleen Psomas

Matt Ingoglia

Columnist

Decorate GW with student art

Justin Guiffré

Senior Columnist

Maybe birthday candles 
and wooden teeth weren't 
such a good idea...

The athletic review 
should look at it all

With the University’s announce-
ment that long-time athletic director 
Jack Kvancz will be stepping down in 
June, students also learned the Univer-
sity is creating a committee to conduct 
a review of GW athletics.

The committee will embark on the 
review and develop a strategic plan to 
guide the entire athletic department for 
many years. There are the salient issues 
on campus regarding athletics that the 
committee will surely evaluate, but this 
review will not be worthwhile unless it 
considers all of the sports-related prob-
lems that students face.

Administrators said the review will 
look at varsity, club and intramural 
teams. And this is a laudable effort, con-
sidering that athletics at GW means a 
great deal of things to many students.

Though they are considered student 
organizations, and receive Student As-
sociation funding, the 32 club sports 
teams also make up the largest chunk 
of the athletic community.

The University needs to devote more 
time to these organizations. Generally, 
club teams have suffered from a lack 
of facilities and a lack of basic ameni-
ties that should not be difficult for GW 
to provide. Team leaders go through a 
muddle of bureaucratic steps to ensure 
they get access to a field or court on 
campus. This process simply forces the 
teams off campus to play their games.

In addition to these issues, club 
sports don’t have the access to ameni-
ties such as trainers or physical thera-
pists that so many athletes need. The 
review will probably find that not every 
team needs an individual trainer – and 
that would not be economically viable. 
With the help of the Club Sports Coun-
cil, founded just last March, one trainer 
can be assigned to multiple teams.

With the help of the Club Sports 
Council's unifying voice – one that will 
act on behalf of all of these indepen-
dent organizations – hopefully the club 
teams will play a large role in the Uni-
versity’s review process. And they can 
work to address the underfunding and 
other issues the students involved with 
these teams face.

In planning for the rest of the ath-
letics, the review also needs to con-
sider the teams on the varsity level. Of 
course, students involved with these 
teams play a large role in athletics at 
GW, but many teams would say they too 
face problems with underfunding and 
poor facilities. For example, the varsity 
baseball team, uses a non-Metro acces-
sible field for practice and is frequently 
subject to the schedules of other teams 
who use the public space. Members of 
the GW team have been drafted into 
the Major Leagues in the past and this 
team and others like it could be even 
more successful if the review and the 
resulting strategic plan address these 
concerns.

Naturally, the review will also need 
to examine the role of basketball, GW’s 
flagship sport. While the men's and 
women's basketball teams have the 
largest fan base, the two teams have not 
been performing up to par over the past 
5 years. The women’s team is in the 
midst of the worst season in program 
history, and the men’s team, while do-
ing well now, has struggled relative to 
the success the program enjoyed in the 
mid-2000s. Students care about the bas-
ketball program, and want to see the 
teams do well, so it would not be in-
appropriate for the committee to spend 
the bulk of its time reviewing this sport. 
Fans don’t know why the teams are not 
winning titles but the review should be 
able to provide a better understanding. 
That clarity would benefit the entire 
University.

GW is rarely considered an ath-
letic school but the potential is there. 
The athletic department has seen suc-
cesses and failures in the past few years 
but with a new strategic plan for all of 
the teams that takes into account what 
these organizations need, GW will en-
ter a new era for athletics on campus.

Give Metro a  
late-night break
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After calling Hong 
Kong, California and New 
York home, Ivy Hung wants 
to bring her cosmopolitan 
tastes to GW. 

Hung, Sodexo’s new 
executive chef, hopes to in-
fuse an Asian-focused style 
of cooking she calls, “New 
American, very California,” 
into J Street's menu. 

She was born in Hong 
Kong and then lived in Cali-
fornia for 12 years, where 
she cultivated a taste for 
fresh and local ingredients. 

“California grows really 
beautiful vegetables,” Hung 
said. “I’m interested in the 
farm-to-table concept.”

She attended the French 
Culinary Institute in New 
York City and then worked 
at the upscale Danube res-
taurant in Tribeca before 
shifting her focus back to the 
West, where she cooked at 
ski resorts in Colorado and 
Wyoming. 

Hung embraces cooking 
with free-range meat and 
organic ingredients, but said 
using seasonal, local vegeta-
bles and fruits is one of the 
most important aspects of 
her cooking.

“Organic is good but it 
depends on the concept,” 
she said. “If it’s regional, 
that’s more important than 
free-range.”

She said her interest in 
local and fresh ingredients 
came from her experiences 
as a gardener. 

“I’m pretty obsessed with 
gardening, so I know what 
grows best in what season 

and what soil,” Hung said. 
“My cooking is very season-
driven. I’ve been eating that 
way myself for so long that I 
crave that in my dishes.”

Hung, who started her 
new position at GW at the 
end of January, said although 
she has not had much time 
to explore D.C., she is enjoy-
ing the diversity of the city’s 
food.

Although her role in 
Foggy Bottom is a departure 
from her past culinary ex-
periences, Hung said she is 
excited and optimistic about 
her new setting.  

“You have to have re-
spect for the regional food 
and culture,” she said. “And 
you bring a part of yourself, 
too.”

As for her own cooking, 
Hung said she enjoys cook-
ing game meat, especially 
lamb, but also finds room to 
think up vegan recipes, some 
of which she plans to unveil 
at J Street. 

“My go-to meal is a green 
salad or starch salad that can 
stand alone with enough nu-
trients and vitamins,” she 
said.

She said she is looking 
forward to cooking for stu-
dents, a group she has not 
yet served, even if it means 
altering her style.

“I want to get that chance 
to get feedback and make 
sure whatever I’m doing fits 
the base we’re serving,” she 
said. “A good chef shouldn’t 
just use himself or herself as 
the ultimate blueprint. I try 
to cook what the mainstream 
likes but to use my own 
tastes as a beacon for where 
I’m going.” u

Burglary
2/20/11 – 12 to 5 p.m. 
Location: Mitchell Hall 
Case closed
A student reported to the 
University Police Department 
that she locked the door to 
her residential room, and 
when she returned her laptop, 
digital camera and cell phone 
were missing from her room. 

–No suspects or witnesses

DisorDerly CoNDuCt
2/18/11 – 11:05 p.m. 
Location: 900th block of 
22nd Street 
Case closed
UPD responded to a report of 
an argument between a male 
and female. Officers made 

contact with both subjects 
who said they were arguing but 
neither physically assaulted 
the other. 

–No further action

Drug law ViolatioN
2/20/11 – 5 p.m. 
Location: JBKO Hall 
Case closed
University officers responded 
to a report of a suspicious odor. 
GW Housing Programs staff 
conducted an administrative 
search and discovered more 
than 220 grams of marijuana 
and drug paraphernalia. Two 
students were arrested. 

–Closed by arrests

2/20/11 – 5:45 p.m. 
Location: JBKO Hall 
Case closed
UPD assisted GW Housing 

Programs staff with an 
administrative search, which 
yielded 6.2 grams of marijuana 
and drug paraphernalia. 

–Referred to Student 
Judicial Services and 

Metropolitan Police 
Department

2/21/11 – 12:46 a.m. 
Location: South Hall 
Case closed 
UPD responded to a report of 
loud noise. When officers made 
contact with the occupants 
of the room they observed 
alcohol in plain view and a 
suspicious odor was present. 
GW Housing Programs staff 
conducted an administrative 
search which yielded 4.3 
grams of marijuana, drug 
paraphernalia and alcohol. 

–Referred to SJS

sex aBuse
2/15/11 – 3:10 to 3:50 p.m. 
Location: Academic Center 
Case closed
UPD was advised by MPD 
that a juvenile unaffiliated 
with GW claimed that another 
unaffiliated juvenile had 
sexually assaulted her in a 
stairwell in the Academic 
Center. 

–Referred to MPD

theft
2/14/11 – Time unknown 
Location: Kogan Plaza 
Case closed
A GW staff member reported 
to UPD that he noticed several 
decorative drainage covers 
missing from the east side of 
the plaza. 

–No suspects or witnesses
–Compiled by Sydney Green

Two young authors 
shared little-known tidbits 
of Foggy Bottom and West 
End history with residents 
at the Foggy Bottom As-
sociation meeting Tuesday 
night.

The book, by Matthew 
Gilmore and Josh Olsen, 
chronicles the beginnings of 
the Foggy Bottom-West End 
neighborhood through vin-
tage photographs donated 
by area residents.

"There are a number of 
historical photo books on 
the market, but none about 
Foggy Bottom,” Gilmore 
said. “It was a niche [look-
ing] to be filled.”

The authors said GW is a 
premier example of a nation-
al institution that changed 
the landscape of the Foggy 
Bottom neighborhood dur-
ing its 100-year history.

They said the Univer-

sity’s original location was 
supposed to be at the site of 
an old mansion where the 
Organization of American 
States currently sits. The first 
GW building, however, was 
part of St. Rose’s Industrial 
School at 2023 G St. 

The authors defined Fog-
gy Bottom and West End as 
the area extending from 17th 
Street to Rock Creek Park-
way, the area north of the 
National Mall to Pennsylva-
nia Avenue, and N Street and 
New Hampshire Avenue to 

Rock Creek Parkway.
“Foggy Bottom is D.C. in 

a microcosm,” Gilmore said. 
Gilmore and Olsen also 

looked into and speculat-
ed about the origins of the 
neighborhood's name, Fog-
gy Bottom.

It is thought the name 
originated from a time when 
people traveled up the Po-
tomac River and reached 
a place called Braddock 
Rock. The area around it 
was swampy, with mud flats 
below the rock, Gilmore ex-
plained.

“It was not clear where 
the name came from,” Olsen 
said.

The authors signed cop-
ies of the book before and af-
ter the event. The book sold 
at the event for $20.

Gilmore said he’s work-
ing on making a copy of the 
book available to GW’s li-
braries so students can gain 
access to Foggy Bottom’s 
history. u

Courtesy of soDexo CaMPus serViCes
Chef Ivy Hung is Sodexo's new executive chef at GW. Hung, who hails 
from Hong Kong, wants to inject Asian influences into J Street's menu.

New chef brings 
variety to J Street
by ashley larkiN
Hatchet Reporter

Book chronicles Foggy Bottom's history
by katheriNe roDriguez
Hatchet Reporter

CRIME LOG

elise aPeliaN | hatChet PhotograPher
Authors Matthew Gilmore and Josh Olsen sign copies of their book, 
"Foggy Bottom and the West End," for local residents Tuesday night.
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Cold War Kids
“Mine Is Yours” 
(Interscope)

Cold War Kids 
put away any 
political agen-
da and created 
the gushy, love-
inspired album, 
“Mine is Yours,” 
that every good 
artist needs to put out. However, 
this band does it differently. In its 
song, “Sensitive Kid,” this alterna-
tive-rock band uses sporadic, misfit 
keys and rootless vocals to tell a 
story of abandonment and lost fam-
ily love. With “Louder Than Ever” 
and the moderately paced ballad 
“Finally Begin,” the Cold War Kids 
even offer catchy pop songs that 
are inevitably fun to dance and sing 
along to. “Bulldozer” offers sappy 
love-song lyrics along with a groov-
ing bass line. All and all, this al-
bum is one to share, for in the end, 
“What’s mine is yours.”  

–samantha Zeldin

Radiohead
“The King of Limbs”
(Self-released)

Another Ra-
diohead album 
always means 
another rein-
vention of the 
band’s sound. 
This stage of Ra-
diohead’s evolu-
tion, its eighth studio album, seems 
to harken back a bit to its 2000 
album “Kid A,” when the band first 
mastered a dark, electronic sound. 
This time, there’s a little more layer-
ing – a meticulously textured collec-
tion of sonic nuances that definitely 
require high-quality headphones or 
speakers – and a little less pop. The 
first single “Lotus Flower” endears 
itself immediately, and “Codex” is 
one of the most haunting and beau-
tiful songs the band has written, but 
the album’s more complex sound 
may divide fans. 

–Cory Weinberg

Bright Eyes 
“The People’s Key”
(Saddle Creek)

The seventh 
studio release by 
Bright Eyes may 
not be on the 
same level as the 
band’s previous 
defining albums, 
“I’m Wide Awake, 
It’s Morning” or “Lifted or The Story 
is in the Soil, Keep Your Ear to the 
Ground.” However, “The People’s 
Key” is a contemporary step away 
from frontman Conor Oberst’s sig-
nature whiny and emotional out-
pour. The third track, “Jejune Stars,” 
is more electronic, which contrib-
utes to its catchier and more pleas-
ant sound. Other upbeat highlights 
include “Halle Selassie,” “Triple 
Spiral” and the album finale, “One 
For You, One For Me.” In contrast, 
Oberst combines his delicate vo-
cals with soft piano strokes in the 
somber and poetic, “Ladder Song.” 

–Christina oriel

Thompson Square
“Thompson Square”
(Broken Bow)

“ T h o m p s o n 
Square” is the 
debut album by 
the new country 
duo of the same 
name. The duo, 
made up of hus-
band and wife Ke-
ifer and Shawna Thompson, made 
a splash with its single, “Are You 
Gonna Kiss Me Or Not,” charting at 
No. 12 on Billboard’s Hot Country 
Songs chart. The album is a great 
country album that really shows off 
the duo’s musical abilities. While 
it’s not the strongest album of the 
year, it definitely is a solid debut 
and shows the Thompsons have 
what it takes to be more than a one-
hit wonder.

–Max schwager

Patrick Hanley  had a desire to see Shake-
speare’s “Henry V” – the play about good 
“Prince Hal” coming of age – but there were 
no Shakespeare companies on campus.

So he created his own.
Hanley, along with Dan Harris, co-found-

ed what is now the GW Shakespeare Compa-
ny with no funding and no resources. 

“It was kind of an on-the-fly decision as 
in, ‘Hey, I’d like to see 'Henry V' on campus, 
so let’s start a theater company,’” Hanley 
said. 

One year later, GW Shakespeare is pre-
paring to put on its third performance. Tom-
my deVries, GW Shakespeare's executive 
producer, said the company has seen growth 
both internally as well as in overall popular-
ity on campus. The junior said interest in the 
company continues to rise with each perfor-
mance as more students come out for audi-
tions. 

Hanley attributes GW Shakespeare’s ris-
ing popularity to the style and creative free-
dom the company offers students. 

“GW Shakespeare is a place where we 
accept risks, we take gambles,” Hanley said. 
“The ambitious nature of the company al-
lows creative and driven students to see 

their vision come to fruition on stage.”
He adds one of the biggest draws of the 

company is its ability to let students “take 
Shakespeare out of the classroom and onto 
the campus.” 

“I want GW Shakespeare to be a massive 
flair on this campus. We’re looking for peo-
ple who say, ‘Hey I like Shakespeare, I used 
to act, let me try out for the show.’ My goal 
is to continue to legitimize this company so 
that we become that big flair, so that people 
say, ‘Hey, let me give this a shot,’ ” deVries 
said. 

Both deVries and Hanley agree it was 
during their first production of “Henry V” 
when they really saw what the company was 
made of and what it could become. Funding 
has always been limited, but deVries believes 

GW Shakespeare has been able to make the 
best out of its financial situation.

“Two words: minimalist stage,” deVries 
said. “It sprang out of necessity but we ran 
with it and it worked really well. We were 
able to work with that minimalism and at the 
same time it saved you a lot of money and 
at the same it was exactly what Shakespeare 
did.”

GW Shakespeare Company hopes to 
solidify its position on campus this spring 
with its upcoming production of “Richard 
III,” which director Patrick Hanley admits 
is “a radical interpretation of one of Shake-

speare’s darkest plays.”
DeVries hopes to provide Hanley with 

the tools his creative vision needs to make 
the company a campus pillar.

“My goal for 'Richard III' is to make this 
the explosion,” deVries said. “ 'Henry’ got 
us here, ‘Caesar’ kept us here and ‘Richard’ 
will be the explosion in the sky that’ll keep 
us here. It will be this show that will define 
us.”

Auditions will be held from Feb. 27 to 
March 1 in the Marvin Center and the pro-
duction will open Apr. 28 at the Lisner 
Downstage. u

GW Alert: A team at GW Hospital em-
barks on a top-secret mission to create su-
per students. But, something goes terribly 
wrong and it creates a zombie. Beware! 
This zombie is very dangerous for it feeds 
on college students and is highly conta-
gious. Join the effort to save GW from the 
zombie apocalypse! 

The Humans vs. Zombies organization 
is a newly developed student group bring-
ing the game Humans vs. Zombies to cam-
pus. The game is similar to “tag with Nerf 
guns,” Olivia Smith-Elnaggar, the historian 
secretary for the organization, said.

The game mimics a zombie apocalypse 
in which all participants start off as hu-
mans except for the one chosen as the origi-
nal zombie – a player whose job it is to tag 
humans. His or her identity is not revealed 
in the beginning of the game. Those tagged 
are turned into zombies and can then tag 
the remaining humans. 

The zombies’ goal is to turn all of the 
humans, while the humans’ goal is to sur-
vive until the end of the game, when the en-
tire zombie population starves, or doesn’t 
“feed” for 36 hours. 

“Every Saturday, I call my friends from 
back home and one day I was talking to 
my friend who I realized sounded very 
out of breath on the phone,” Alexis Gorin, 
president and founder of the organization, 
said. “I asked him if he was okay and he ex-
plained to me, ‘Oh, I’m just running around 
with a Nerf gun.’ ”

Intrigued by the elaborate form of tag, 
Gorin began to do research about the game. 
Humans vs. Zombies originated at Gouch-
er College in 2005 and has now spread to 
over 100 college campuses and is played in 
England, Australia and Saudi Arabia. 

At a meeting in Gelman Library Friday, 
while other students were busy studying 
down the hall, the members of Humans vs. 

Zombies were busy discussing missions, 
bandanas, Nerf guns and zombie safe 
spots. 

“The main goal of the game is to have 
fun,” Charles Lee, treasurer of Humans vs. 
Zombies, said. “Students have all these in-
ternships and school work – this serves as a 
breather from that, free of charge.”

The game will span from March 30 to 
Apr. 9.

“You can treat it any way you’d like, we 

know you are busy so you can play at any 
point throughout that week and a half,” 
Gorin said. 

With everything coming together so 
quickly, it is not all fun and games for the 
student organization. The group is running 
Beta tests – smaller, mock versions of the 
real event – this week to get a better idea of 
any kinks that might come up in the game 
in real time, Gorin explained. 

“It is different from what the usual set-
ting is like. We have locals and government 
officials walking on the street,” Gorin said. 

For these reasons, the students are still 
working on getting the GW Office of Risk 
Management to approve Nerf guns.

“As of now, we will be using balls of 
socks,” Gorin said. 

Karl Wildermuth, the organization’s 
secretary, said the group plans on screen-
ing classic zombie films in the Marvin Cen-
ter to raise money for the game. The money 
raised will be in addition to the $200 the 
group was allocated by the Student Asso-
ciation. 

Sign-up is free and will begin March 13 
at gwu.hvzsource.com.

“We hope to have a successful first 
game this year and wish to have another 
game in the fall with a more elaborate plot 
that can continue from year to year,” Gorin 
said. u

QuickTakes...Students bring Shakespeare to GW
New company prepares for third performance

by andrEW gEorgE
Hatchet Reporter

MariE MCgrory | HatCHEt staff PHotograPHEr
Treasurer Brian Hines, left, executive producer Tommy deVries, center, and director Patrick Hanley, right, prepare 
for GW Shakespeare Company's third performance, "Richard III."  

''

''

'Henry' got us here, 'Caesar' 
kept us here and 'Richard' 

will be the explosion 
in the sky that'll 

keep us here.

Tommy devries
Executive Producer

GW Shakespeare Company

MiCHEllE rattingEr | PHoto Editor
Freshmen Olivia Smith- Elnaggar, right, Charles Lee, top right, Alexis Gorin, center, and Muhammad Abdul-
Rahim, left,  will moderate a campus-wide, in-depth game of tag based on a zombie apocalypse March 30. 

by saMantHa ZEldin
Hatchet Reporter

''

''

               
Students have all these 
internships and school 
work - this serves as a 

breather from that, free 
of charge.

Charles lee
Treasurer

Human vs. Zombies

Tag. 

Eat. 

Run. 
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RENT $8,800/yr.
Sophomores who 

want a triple can opt 
for this 

residence hall. 

TITLE DEED

FULBRIGHT HALL

RENT $10,770/yr.
Guthridge is a  

sophomore 
residence hall 

featuring singles, 
doubles and triples. 

TITLE DEED

GUTHRIDGE HALL

RENT $10,770/yr.
Live in a single, 

double or 
triple in this  

sophomore hall.

TITLE DEED

JBKO

RENT $10,770/yr.
For sophomores 

who want a single, 
double or triple.

TITLE DEED

F.S. KEY

RENT $8,800/yr.
Calling all 

sophomores looking 
for a double or triple 

for next year.

TITLE DEED

SCHENLEY HALL

RENT $8,800/yr.
West End has all 

four living options: 
singles, doubles, 
triples and quads, 
for sophomores.

TITLE DEED

WEST END

RENT $8,800/yr.
Want a single 

suite on 
the Vern? 

Apply to live 
in West Hall.

TITLE DEED

WEST HALL

RENT $8,800/yr.
The only building on 

campus with all single 
rooms. List Mitchell 
Hall first if a single is 

your preference.

TITLE DEED

MITCHELL HALL

RENT $13,020/yr.
This former  

hotel-turned-
residence hall 

houses juniors and 
seniors in double 

rooms.

TITLE DEED

CITY HALL

RENT $11,900/yr.
Juniors and seniors: 
If you want to stay 

on campus next year, 
Ivory offers double 

and quad-living 
arrangements.

TITLE DEED

IVORY TOWER

RENT $11,900/yr.
Amsterdam boasts  
doubles, triples and 
quads. It's home to 
the Focus on Fall 

Abroad Community 
too.

TITLE DEED

AMSTERDAM HALL

RENT $13,020/yr.
Premier living for  

seniors only. South 
Hall is apartment-style  

living and everyone 
gets his or her own 

room.

TITLE DEED

SOUTH HALL

WITHIN THE 
ISSUE:

vOff-campus options
vGender-neutral 

living

JUDICIAL

GUID
E

2011

Hadley Malcolm | Special Issues Editor | hmalcolm@gwhatchet.com

EM
ER

GED
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Katherine Wynne doesn’t think 
the best roommate is necessarily one 
of the same gender. Fortunately for 
her, the University agrees. Wynne 
is one of many students hoping to 
live in a gender-neutral room next 
year, taking advantage of the Uni-
versity’s new housing policy that 
allows males and females to live 
together.

“I don’t think you’re a more 
compatible roommate because of 
your gender. I never got that,” the 
freshman said.

Wynne hopes to live in a gen-
der-neutral suite next year with 
freshmen Alyssa Schaefer, Christian 
Thomas and Stephanie Anderson 
as part of the Philanthropic Arts 
Living and Learning Cohort. 

The sole male of the group, 
Thomas said he chose to live with 
the girls because they are cleaner 
than boys. He also added that An-
derson is one of his best friends. 

“Growing up, my brother was 
gay. Just the way I was brought up, 
it didn’t matter if it was a guy or a 
girl,” Anderson said. “For me, liv-
ing with a girl was weird.” 

Sophomore Nick Santangelo 
already lives in the Escaping Gen-
ders LLC on 22nd and F streets 
and plans to live there again next 
year. The LLC that, in Santangelo’s 
words, “sort of started the gender-
neutral housing in the first place,” 
is currently housing him and three 
other students: two boys and a girl. 

“A lot of my friends at school are 
girls. I’d rather room with someone 
I know than someone I’ve never 
met before,” Santangelo said.  

He said he plans to room with 
his friend, sophomore Sara Schloss-
er. 

“I’m looking forward to living 
with someone who’s completely 
opposite to me,” he said.  

Schlosser’s own reasons for liv-
ing in gender-neutral housing are 
slightly different.  

“I hate the lottery system and 
it’s a way to guarantee I’ll live with 
all my friends. This year I asked to 
live with two other people and I got 
placed in Mitchell with neither one 
of them,” she said.

Schlosser met Santangelo 
through mutual friends in Allied in 
Pride last year. She also sat in on the 
Student Association meeting when 
the organization voted in favor of 
gender-neutral housing last Janu-
ary. She said the new policy gives 
students who are part of the LGBT 
community the option for more 
comfortable living arrangements.   

“I’m happy because I know for 
some people, this is a real need,” she 
said. “Everyone says GW is such a 
gay-friendly school, but there is 
still some of that hate. I don’t think 
you can fully change the minds of 
those people with such negativity, 
but at least you can change the liv-
ing arrangements.”

She added she knows of people 
who are currently facing discrimi-
nation from roommates who are 
uncomfortable with their sexual 
preferences.  

“At the very least, you should 
feel comfortable in your own dorm, 
and if you’re not, then that’s hor-
rible,” she said.

Wynne said the dynamic in a 
cross gender room is better for her.

“You interact differently on a 
girl-guy level... in a completely 
positive way. I don’t see why you 
should be limited,” she said. 

Wynne and Anderson both 
agreed that a male roommate 
would likely be more straightfor-
ward than a girl in handling po-
tential suite problems and neither 
foresees many awkward situa-
tions. 

“Apart from sexiling... nope,” 
Anderson said. 

For Michael Komo, a graduat-
ing senior who has been the lead-
ing force behind gender-neutral 
housing, this success has been a 
long time coming. As the president 
of Allied in Pride, he organized Co-
lonials for GNH and sponsored the 
bill for gender-neutral housing that 
was passed by the SA last January 
and ratified by the University in 
December.  

While Komo will be gone from 
GW for the campus-wide kickoff of 
the policy, to him, the gender-neu-
tral housing bill is a change with 
reverberating effects for the LGBT 
community.

“One of my transgender friends 
faced discrimination in his housing 
situation during my sophomore 
year simply because of who he is,” 
Komo said. “I knew at that point 
that I could never let anyone ex-
perience what he had. I knew our 
housing policy had to change.” u

gender-neutral option creates more possibilities
by sARAH coRcoRAn
Hatchet Reporter "Everyone says GW is such a gay-friendly school, but 

there is still some of that hate."

Sara SchloSSer
Sophomore

Top: MicHeLLe RATTingeR | pHoTo ediToR BoTToM: FRAncis RiveRA | conTRiBuTing pHoTo ediToR
Top: Freshmen Alyssa Schaefer, Katherine Wynne, Christian Thomas and Stephanie 
Anderson will live together next year in the Philanthropic Arts Living and Learning Cohort. 
Bottom: Sophomores Sara Schlosser and Nick Santangelo are living together next year.

Weighing the options for on and off-campus housing

Of f–Campus

On–Campus
PROS CONS

PROS CONS

vConvenience.
“It’s across from 
the gym and Ivory 
[Tower], and close 
to classes,” junior 
Alison McFarland, 
who lives on Town-
house Row, said.

vFurniture is pro-
vided. 

vSingle living is 
available.

vNoisy. “You have to hear what everyone’s doing,” senior Katha-
rine Wells, who lives in South Hall, said.

vGW regulations. “There’s risks associated with having to follow 
rules that I wouldn’t have to follow if I lived off campus, since I’m 
21,” junior Paul Blair said.

vMay not get top choice residence hall. “I got placed in a quad but 
I wanted Mitchell [Hall] or South [Hall],” senior Sunny Lee said. Lee 
canceled her housing assignment last spring and opted instead to 
live off campus this year.

vSharing a room. Most upperclassman residence halls have at least 
two bed spaces per room.

vNo GW restrictions.

vCheaper options. “It’s half the cost 
and a nicer place to stay,” junior Matt 
Pearson said. Pearson lives in an off-
campus townhouse in Southeast D.C.

vAmenities. “It’s nice to have the 
pool when it’s hot out,” senior Jenna 
Mendell, who lives in 2400 M Apart-
ments, said.

vLess noise.

vSeparate school and home. “I want-
ed to divide my school life and my 
personal life,” senior Melissa Sesana 
said. Sesana lives in an apartment in 
The Flats at Dupont Circle.

vInconvenient. 

vFurnishing 
can be costly.

vExpensive 
commute.
“I bike when the 
weather permits 
it but the cost of 
the Metro in the 
winter is hard,” 
junior Matt 
Pearson said.

vLease. “It’s difficult if you have a year lease and you have to 
sublet for the summer,” senior Meredith Carroll, who lives in 
Letterman House, said. 

vMetro delays. “One time I sat on the Metro for the entire class 
period,” junior Jared Lewis said.

vHarder to stay in touch. “You have to work harder to get in 
touch with friends,” Pearson said. 

JoRdAn eMonT | conTRiBuTing pHoTo ediToR

vSophisticated living environment. “I will never have the oppor-
tunity to live somewhere that nice until later in life so it’s nice to take 
advantage,” Mendell said.

vReliable maintenance services. “Maintenance is done the same day 
as requests are made,” Lisa Nanni, manager of The Statesman, said.

JoRdAn eMonT | conTRiBuTing pHoTo ediToR

vNo extra fees. “There’s nothing I don’t like about it and there 
aren’t extraneous fees,” senior Evan Waxman said. Waxman lives in 
South Hall.

vClose to campus eateries. “Food is right downstairs,” junior Paul 
Blair, who lives in Ivory Tower, said.

vNo lease. “It’s difficult to lease an apartment for the amount of 
time I’ll be living here,” senior Ben Bloomfield said. Bloomfield lives 
in Ivory Tower.

JoRdAn eMonT | conTRiBuTing pHoTo ediToR

vLess freedom.
“There’s just more free-
dom in general when 
you live off campus,” 
junior Jared Lewis 
said. Lewis lives in an 
off-campus apartment 
building in Fort Totten, 
in Northeast D.C.

vLack of privacy.
JoRdAn eMonT | conTRiBuTing pHoTo ediToR

by RiLeY KiRKpATRicK
Hatchet Reporter

You’ve put in your 2 years and now you get the privilege of deciding whether or not to move off campus next year. 
Before you make a decision, check out this list of pros and cons from upperclassmen who have already been there.
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2400 M APARTMENTS
RENT: $2,225/month 
and up (studio apartment)

Address: 2400 M St. NW
Features: Spacious walk-in closets, 
individual climate control, cable and 
high-speed Internet, laundry servic-
es, microwaves, wall-to-wall carpet-
ing, granite kitchen counters
Amenities: 24-hour resident con-
cierge, 24-hour fitness center, laundry 
facilities, dry-cleaning valet service

TITLE DEED

2400 M APARTMENTS

One of the nicer off-campus options, 2400 M sports a  
roof-top deck, pool and outdoor barbecue, private court-
yard, business center, fitness center, package services and 
even cocktail parties sponsored by the building. 2400 M 
offers studios, one, two and three-bedroom apartments. 
It’s located just three blocks from Georgetown, has a 
Starbucks downstairs and Trader Joe’s is one block away. 
What more could a GW student ask for?

RENT: $1,700/month
and up (studio apartment)

Address: 2020 F St. NW 
Features: Spacious walk-in clos-
ets, individual climate control, 
cable and high-speed Internet 
Amenities: 24-hour resident 
concierge, 24-hour fitness cen-
ter, laundry facilities, dry-cleaning 
valet service

TITLE DEED

THE STATESMAN

RENT: $1,900/month
and up (one bedroom)

Address: 733 15th St. NW
Features: Hardwood floors, walk-
in closets, fully equipped kitchens, 
washer and dryer in unit
Amenities: 24-hour fitness center, 
high-speed Internet, guest suite, 
residential event room, Inter-
net lounge, valet garage parking, 
housekeeping services, dry-clean-
ing valet service, personal training 
and concierge services

TITLE DEED

THE WOODWARD

RENT: $1,650/month
and up (one bedroom)

Address: 2140 L St. NW
Features: Plush wall-to-
wall carpeting, high-speed 
Internet access, washer-
dryer in unit, spacious clos-
ets, kitchen with premium 
appliances
Amenities: Resident li-
brary, landscaped roof-top 
sundeck, fitness center 
with dressing rooms and 
saunas, entertaining suite, 
resident storage areas, 
on-site gourmet café, dry 
cleaner, copy center, hair 
salon, 24-hour doorman 
and maintenance support  

TITLE DEED

THE WINSTON

RENT: $1,400/month
and up (studio apartment)

Address: 950 25th St. NW
Features: Laundry rooms, 
cable TV and high-speed 
Internet 
Amenities: Business center, 
fitness center, community 
room, roof-top pool with a 
spectacular view of Rosslyn

TITLE DEED

THE CLARIDGE

THE WINSTON
 HOUSE

THE CLARIDGE
 HOUSE

THE STATESMAN THE WOODWARD 
BUILDING

Located right across the street from Potomac Hall, this 
building’s proximity to academic buildings is its biggest ben-
efit. Offering studio and one-bedroom apartments, brand new 
kitchens with GE appliances and a furnished roof-top sun-
deck, The Statesman is definitely an option to consider. 

Conveniently located a block away from the McPherson 
Square Metro station, this building is equipped with some 
of the best amenities of all the off-campus options. Sporting 
a guest suite, residential event room, Internet lounge, valet 
garage parking, housekeeping services, dry-cleaning valet 
service, personal training and concierge services, this op-
tion is a dream come true for an upperclassman. The Wood-
ward Building features studio, one, two and three-bedroom 
apartments.

The Winston House is certainly a step into adult life. With 
amenities like a deli and dry cleaner in the building, a fitness 
center, a roof-top sundeck with a spectacular view of the District 
and a high-tech resident library, students can definitely picture 
themselves living here for a few years. The Winston House offers 
one and two-bedroom apartments.

This building is another convenient option for students, 
located within two blocks of the Foggy Bottom Metro station, 
Trader Joe’s and the GW Hospital. The roof-top pool is a great 
place to relax after a long day of classes, read a book or just 
enjoy the weather. The Claridge House offers studio and one-
bedroom units. 

statesman: dennis lee | hatchet photographer   woodsward: becky crowder | hatchet photographer   winston: catherine finshess | hatchet photographer   
claridge: becky crowder | hatchet photographer   2400 m: francis rivera | contributing photo editor

by hyacinth mascarenhas
Hatchet Staff Writer
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Historic Lisner Auditorium will un-
dergo continued renovations this sum-
mer, but the 68-year-old building will 
not be updated with handicap-accessible 
entrances.

The auditorium, located at 730 21st 
St., has remained in use for professional 
and student performances during the 
construction that started last fall, but Uni-
versity spokeswoman Michelle Sherrard 
said further modifications will not ad-
dress accessibility  issues.

“The Lisner Auditorium was con-
structed prior to modern accessibil-
ity requirements and, with these types 
of buildings, the University analyzes ac-
cessibility issues based on what is gener-
ally feasible and what are the priorities,” 
Sherrard said.

The Americans with Disabilities Act 
was passed in 1990. Lisner Auditorium 
was completed in 1943 and added to the 
National Register of Historic Places in 
1990.

Sherrard said the University has 
analyzed the building’s accessibility and 
focused on ground floor modifications 
allowing access to the main entrance, 
ground floor restrooms and main-floor 
stage.

There is no elevator in the building to 

allow patrons to get to the lower level Di-
mock Gallery, and access to Lisner Down-
stage — a small black-box theater — is 
also limited.

“The accessibility challenge of the 
lower level is one of the reasons the Uni-
versity built a new, fully accessible black-
box theater on Mount Vernon Campus in 
West Hall,” Sherrard said.

Blake Eisenberg, a junior and execu-
tive producer of student group Forbid-
den Planet Productions, said his group 
has only one show this season using the 
downstage theater at Lisner.

“All of the others have or will go up 
in the West Hall Theater,” Eisenberg said.

He said the ongoing work at Lis-
ner has not affected FPP very much, but 
noted that handicapped accessibility was 
once an issue for a performance his fresh-
man year. 

Eisenberg said he and three other 
people helped carry an audience member 
confined to a wheelchair into the black-
box theater.

“Luckily, we were able to access the 
large staircase leading from the lobby of 
Lisner’s Mainstage down to the same 
level that the entrance of the downstage 
is on,” Eisenberg said.

Because carrying patrons is poten-
tially hazardous, he suggested those in 
charge of student theater companies be 
given keys to open an overhead door to 

the building’s loading bay, allowing those 
in wheelchairs to enter through there.

Eisenberg said the lack of accessibil-
ity to the downstage could dissuade those 
who are handicapped from auditioning 
“merely because of the lack of an easy 
way of getting to the downstage for re-
hearsals and performances.”

Amanda Newman, public relations 
director for 14th Grade Players, said her 
group has always been aware of a lack of 
handicap access at Lisner.

“The lack of accessibility to the space 
is almost a joke,” Newman said. “It is 
one of the challenges student theater has 
had to deal with, and one of the many 
reasons we are so thrilled with the new 
theater in West Hall on the Mt. Vernon 
Campus.” 

Sherrard said Friday the cost of the 
work hasn’t been disclosed.

“Cost estimates for the façade work 
will not be available until a final project 
scope is determined,” Sherrard said.

Sherrard said current repair and 
maintenance work on Lisner’s roof began 
in October.

“The exterior repairs and preventa-
tive maintenance are maintenance the 
University undertakes as needed to en-
sure the ongoing functioning of its build-
ings,” she said.

-Amy D’Onofrio contributed to this 
report

Lisner renovations will not fix 
handicap accessibility issues
by daNielle telsoN
Hatchet Reporter

elise apeliaN | hatchet photoGRapheR
Renovations to Lisner's roof began in October. The building is 
expected to undergo more construction through the summer.

The government of Ku-
wait gave GW a $4.5 million 
endowment to support GW’s 
Institute for Middle East 
Studies and create a Middle 
East and North Africa Re-
search Center.

The endowment is the 
latest in a long-standing re-
lationship between the coun-

try and GW, which has also 
received $1 million in 2008 
and $3.4 million in 2005 from 
Kuwait.

The new center will be 
part of the Global Resource 
Center at Gelman Library, 
Cathy Zeljak, the center’s di-
rector, said.

“The Middle East and 
North Africa Research Center 
will be a specialized research 
center, with both English and 

Arabic language content. It 
will be a resource for students 
and faculty who are conduct-
ing research or want to know 
more about the Middle East,” 
Zeljak said.

Zeljak said the center 
hopes to use a part of the 
endowment to hire a Middle 
East specialist to work with 
students and faculty on re-
search and to highlight Mid-
dle East culture, history, poli-

tics and contemporary issues. 
The University’s relation-

ship with Kuwait began be-
cause of Ambassador Edward 
Gnehm, Kuwait Professor of 
Gulf and Arabian Peninsula 
Affairs and director of the 
Middle East Policy Forum. 

Gnehm served as the U.S. 
ambassador to Kuwait from 
1991 to 1994.

“One of the things that 
I really wanted to do was 

to contribute my years of 
knowledge and experience 
in the region for students,” 
Gnehm said. “When we cre-
ated the Institute for Middle 
East Studies in 2007, I want-
ed very much to try to do 
everything that I could do 
to make it an institute that 
would have the kind of en-
dowment, the kind of finan-
cial support to be able to be 
the best around and that is 

what we are trying to do.”
Gnehm said he is pleased 

the University is so involved 
internationally.

Gnehm added that GW 
has a good reputation in the 
Middle East in general and 
creating the new center will 
only improve it. 

“The University should 
be proud about the way it 
does have such great projec-
tion internationally.” u

Kuwait gives GW $4.5 million gift for Middle East studies
by Rachel GetzeNbeRG
Hatchet Reporter

Multimedia Reporters Wanted
Learn to produce the videos, web content and audio slideshows 

that are the cutting edge of journalism.
E-mail web@gwhatchet.com
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The Metropolitan Police 
Department arrested two stu-
dents for possession of mari-
juana with intent to distribute 
Sunday, after University Police 
Department officers discov-

ered more than one pound of 
marijuana in two residence hall 
rooms.

MPD officers seized 504 
grams of marijuana, as well as 
a scale, rolling papers, vapor-
izers and bongs from sopho-
mores Tyler House and Don 
Feldman in JBKO hall, accord-
ing police reports. Officers also 
found a black cash drawer with 
$2,168.85 inside, which the re-
port calls “suspected proceeds 
of crime.”

The U.S. District Attor-
ney’s Office formally charged 
one student with one count of 

felony possession with intent 
to distribute, and one count of 
possession of drug parapher-
nalia, after officers confiscated 
more than 277 grams of mari-
juana, UPD Chief Kevin Hay 
said. The other student is fac-
ing one misdemeanor posses-
sion with intent to distribute 
charge, after being found with 
227 grams of marijuana with 
evidence of distribution, Hay 
said. Hay declined to iden-
tify which student faced which 
charge.

Court documents were not 
avaible at the time of press and 

MPD records did not list the 
charges each student faces.

The investigation of the 
room began after UPD officer 
Matthew Knight smelled the 
“strong, district odor of mari-
juana” coming from a JBKO 
room Sunday night, according 
to the police report. Knight told 
House and Feldman that he 
was investigating when they 
walked out of the room.

One student admitted he 
had the drug in his room, ac-
cording to the report, which 
does not specify the names.  

GW Residential Property 

Management officials were 
notified and conducted an 
administrative search, which 
turned up a “green weed-like 
substance in multiple plastic 
bags which was consistent with 
marijuana and drug parapher-
nalia,” according to the report.

 The unidentified student 
also said he was holding one 
large bag and one small bag of 
marijuana for a third student. 
GW officials searched the third 
student’s room and found bags 
of “green weed-like substance,” 
the cash box and drug para-
phernalia. The third subject 

was not on scene, according to 
the report.

The second student had 
multiple bags of marijuana in 
his bookbag, along with a digi-
tal scale.

At about 9:30 p.m., MPD of-
ficers arrested the two students 
on scene and transported them 
to the Second District police 
station. Both students will also 
face Student Judicial Services, 
Hay said.

Feldman said he had no in-
tent to distribute the marijuana. 

House did not respond to a 
request for comment. u

by priya aNaNd
Assistant News Editor

MPD finds more than one pound of pot in JBKO
Two arrested for 
possession with 
intent to distribute

standing at No. 20 in U.S. 
News and World Report’s 
coveted rankings, the search 
comes at a turning point for 
the school as it aims to ad-
vance its position on the list.

“I think the coming years 
will be the most important in 

this school’s history. We have 
made extraordinary gains 
under [former deans]. How-
ever, we will need to double 
our effort if we want to dis-
place a school in the top 10,” 
Jonathan Turley, a nationally 
recognized legal scholar who 
has taught at GW for more 
than 20 years, said.

The new dean will also 
take charge during an uncer-
tain period for law students 

across the country, as law 
school enrollment increases 
but student debt and open-
ings at law firms are decreas-
ing. 

“Many of our students 
are quite justifiably anxious 
about the job market so the 
new dean will have to think 
about what we as a law school 
can do to help students in that 
difficult market,” Trangsrud 
said. u

from p. A1
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that the notice must be post-
ed for 60 days to meet com-
pliance.

If the University doesn’t 
violate the terms of the 
agreement within that time 
period, the cases will be of-
ficially closed. 

“It’s a pretty straightfor-
ward process,” Hunt said.

One case, previously 
reported by The Hatchet in 
August 2010, was filed by 
Braun on July 26. It alleged 
that GW engaged in unfair 
labor practices according to 
Section 8 of the National La-
bor Relations Act.

Braun claimed GW dis-
criminated against him be-
ginning in May 2010 “with 
regard to his terms and 
conditions of employment, 
including giving him an 
unsatisfactory performance 
appraisal, extending his pro-
bationary employee period 
and requiring him to attend 
customer service training 
because of his activities” on 

behalf of SPFPA.   
The department is re-

moving all references to the 
above incidents from his 
personnel file, as well as ref-
erences to a suspension that 
occurred after he refused to 
attend a meeting without a 
union rep, according to the 
posted noticed at UPD.

Braun also claimed he 
was discriminated against 
when assigned “onerous 
working conditions because 
of his activities on behalf” of 
the union. 

Braun resigned from 
employment at GW Aug. 6, 
2010. He said Wednesday he 
was “very pleased” with the 
outcome of the case.

“I thank GW for resolv-
ing these issues, as it will 
make both UPD and GW 
more prosperous in the fu-
ture,” Braun said.

Hunt said in Braun’s 
case, a complaint was issued 
and an NLRB regional direc-
tor outlined the allegations 
for an administrative law 
judge of the NLRB.

Both his case and the 
other filed by SPFPA were 
settled before a hearing was 

held.
No financial settlement 

was involved in either case.
“The National Labor Re-

lations Act does not include 
in its remedies any fines or 
penalties,” Hunt said.

In some cases a “back pay 
remedy” can be used, where 
employees would have to 
show a loss of income to be 
awarded lost pay.

“Here the settlement 
agreement does not include 
a back pay remedy,” Hunt 
said.

Separate charges were 
filed with the NLRB by the 
union’s Local 294 Aug. 20, 
on behalf of former officer 
Mbunkeu. The charging 
document states that GW 
denied his request to be 
represented by the SPFPA 
union during an investiga-
tory interview and refused 
to provide requested infor-
mation to the union.

He said he was called in 
for a meeting July 27 with 
then Interim UPD Chief 
James Isom – who passed 
away Tuesday – to give a 
statement about why he 
wasn’t at a building on his 

patrol when an incident oc-
curred.

Mbunkeu told the su-
pervisors that he wanted a 
union representative, but 
Isom told him that he didn’t 
have the right to one since 
he was a new probationary 
officer at the time. 

“Probation officers do 
have the right to a union 
rep,” Mbunkeu said, al-
though he said the union 
cannot file a grievance until 
an officer is off probation.

Although a union rep-
resentative walked in the 

conference room during 
their meeting, Mbunkeu 
said the representative was 
told to leave and he was de-
nied a union rep, even after 
Mbunkeu pointed to a line 
of a letter Isom gave him 
that stated UPD policy and 
his right to representation.

Once Mbunkeu did 
this, “[Isom] snatched the 
paper from my hand,” he 
said. Mbunkeu claims Isom 
went back into his office 
and deleted the line saying 
employees have a right to a 
union rep.

The University declined 
to comment on this allega-
tion. 

Mbunkeu signed the 
new letter Isom had typed 
and told members of the 
union what happened the 
following day. Mbunkeu’s 
complaint was then added to 
Braun’s original complaint.

Mbunkeu received a call 
from Isom Aug. 6 and was 
told that his employment 
at GW was terminated. Of-
ficial charges with the NLRB 
followed, and he filed a dis-
crimination complaint in 
November with the Equal 

Employment Opportunity 
Commission – a D.C. agency 
that seeks to protect employ-
ees from discrimination in 
the workplace – against GW 
that is still pending. 

Braun also filed a com-
plaint with the EEOC alleg-
ing that Isom and other UPD 
supervisors discriminated 
against him. Braun said 
Wednesday that his EEOC 
case was resolved, but didn’t 
offer details.

A UPD officer familiar 
with the case said Friday 
that the NLRB notice now 
posted speaks for itself.

“We had these issues for 
a while,” he said. “Hopeful-
ly [the notice] will pave the 
way for some reform.”

The officer said the no-
tice in Woodhull House is 
basically GW saying it won’t 
do what’s listed again.

UPD Chief Kevin Hay 
declined to comment for this 
article, referring The Hatch-
et to University spokes-
woman Michelle Sherrard 
for a statement. 

“The University does not 
comment on personnel mat-
ters,” Sherrard said. u

from p. A1

UPD

"Probation officers 
do have the right to a 

union rep."

Gervais Mbunkeu
Former Officer

University Police Department
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With 2 minutes left in Wednesday’s game 
against Charlotte, head coach Karl Hobbs mo-
tioned to his bench. As freshman forward Ne-
manja Mikic waved a towel over his head from 
the bench, GW’s walk-on sophomore guard Roy 
Ghantous took the court.

The Smith Center erupted as Ghantous 
checked intp the game, an exclamation point on 
the Colonials’ 17-point, 74-57 win over the 49ers. 
It was a drastically different scene than Saturday 
night’s nail-biting finish on the road against La 
Salle, where GW (15-12, 8-5 Atlantic 10) saw its 
18-point lead nearly disappear in the final min-
utes. The Colonials escaped Philadelphia with 
a win, but the way in which GW had won left 
Hobbs uneasy.

“I can’t remember the last time we won a 
game where I was literally still sick after the 
game,” Hobbs said. “We’re still learning how to 
win and we’re learning how to play with leads.”

Wednesday night, the Colonials handled their 
lead well. The victory was the 49ers' fifth-straight 
loss and GW’s fourth win in its last five games. It 
was also the second win of the season over Char-
lotte for the Colonials, who defeated the 49ers 
Feb. 5 on the road at Charlotte.

“I just think it starts in practice,” sophomore 
guard Bryan Bynes said after the win. “We have a 
lot of confidence in practice. We practice hard, so 
we come out and play hard.”

After allowing Charlotte to take an early 
four-point lead, GW seized control over the 
course of the final 16 minutes of the first half on 
the strength of 12 points from sophomore guard 
Bryan Bynes.

The Colonials continued their dominance af-
ter halftime, opening the second half with a 17-4 
run that put GW’s lead as high as 22 at the 14:48 
mark in the second half. The Colonials shot 51.9 
percent from the field and shot better than 50 per-
cent in both halves for just the fifth time this sea-
son. GW had five players score in double-figures, 
which took some of the scoring load off of junior 
guard Tony Taylor, the Colonials’ leading scorer 
this season.

“We have a bunch of guys on this team who 
can easily get 20 points on any given night. We’ve 
been distributing the ball really well,” Taylor said. 
“And that’s allowing everyone to, like coach says, 
ride the bike.”           

Bynes led all scorers with a career-high 16 
points to go with his three steals. Taylor was close 
behind him, pouring in 15 points, grabbing six 
rebounds and dishing out five assists against the 
49ers. Freshman forward Nemanja Mikic, who 
was celebrating his birthday Wednesday, added 
11 points of his own, while senior center Joseph 
Katuka and junior guard Aaron Ware scored 10 
points each.

“We’re getting it just through the normal 
course of running our offense,” Hobbs said. “Guys 
are just starting to really play well... 6:30 [a.m.] in-
dividual shooting has helped also. I think getting 
the guys up at 6:30 has worked pretty good, too, 
over the last few weeks.”

GW also developed a strong defensive pres-
ence Wednesday, limiting Charlotte to a 43.6 field 
goal percentage Wednesday night. The Colonials 
were especially stingy in the second half, the re-
sult of a halftime meeting that focused primarily 
on defense.

“The only thing we talked about at halftime 
was defense,” Hobbs said. “We’ve got to defend, 
we have to defend. We’re not going to be con-

cerned about points. In order for us to get where 
we ultimately want to go, it’s really going to come 
down to how well we defend.”

That emphasis on defense from Hobbs mani-
fested itself in multiple ways for GW, which 
grabbed 12 steals away from the 49ers. The Colo-
nials also forced the 49ers, who shot 66.7 percent 
from behind the three point line in the first half, to 
shoot just 12.5 percent from beyond the arc after 
halftime.

“Our focus right now is to play defense,” 
Hobbs said. “Our focus right now is to get our de-

fense more consistent, our focus right now to get 
to executing.”

The Colonials will try to carry their momen-
tum from Wednesday’s win into Saturday after-
noon's contest against No. 25/24 Temple (AP, 
ESPN/USA Today). Tip-off for that game is set for 
2 p.m.

“For us, it’s really to continue to get better, to 
continue to get the guys to shoot better,” Hobbs 
said. “Maybe not get the guys up at 6:30 now, 
maybe let them sleep in a little longer so they’re 
more rested.” u

As the season winds down for GW’s 
women’s basketball team, its record suggests 
this is a lost season, but head coach Mike 
Bozeman doesn't see any quit in his team. 

In their final road game of the season, the 
Colonials (8-19, 3-10 Atlantic 10) traveled to 
Cincinnati to take on No. 6/6 (AP, ESPN/
USA Today) Xavier, their first nationally 
ranked opponent of the season. Due to inju-
ries, including a concussion that kept sopho-
more guard Danni Jackson out of the game, 
Bozeman could only use seven players.

Despite the tough 67-41 defeat at the 
hands of the Musketeers, Bozeman left the 
game impressed with how his team fought 
through the challenge its diminished ranks 
presented.

“I’m proud of them. This group of seven 
played hard tonight,” Bozeman said. “They 
kept on fighting all game and to go into half-
time down eight? That’s a big-time effort."

The Colonials were able to disrupt the 
Xavier rotation for stretches Wednesday 
night, forcing 12 turnovers over the course 

of the night. GW also limited National Player 
of the Year candidate, senior forward Ta’Shia 
Phillips, to just nine points, well below her 
season average of 15 points per game. 

Several Colonials performed well offen-
sively against Xavier, though their contribu-
tions ultimately weren’t enough to push the 
depleted squad to victory. Junior guard Tiana 
Myers scored a team high 11 points and se-
nior forward Ivy Abiona added eight points 
and seven rebounds of her own against the 
Musketeers. Junior center Sara Mostafa added 
eight points, and sophomore forward Brooke 
Wilson contributed seven points and six as-
sists. Bozeman was proud of the efforts from 
Myers and Abiona, stressing after the game 
the drive the two exhibited is invaluable to 
the Colonials as the closes out its season.

“If we can take the effort and discipline 
into [our next game against] Saint Joesph’s, 
we can establish our momentum,” Bozeman 
explained. “The girls are looking forward to 
this game.”

GW will wrap up the regular season when 
it hosts Saint Joseph’s at noon Sunday. The 
Colonials will then head to Lowell, Mass., for 
the A-10 championship, bringing with them 
what Bozeman calls the two key sentiments 
of their season.

“[We feel] frustration and pride,” Boze-
man said. “It has been a tough season but we 
can all say that we never quit. Never." u

IN BrIef

American uses 5-1 run to 
pull away from w. lacrosse 

LAst word

Sports
elizabeth traynor
Contributing Sports Editor
etraynor@gwhatchet.com

NumBer 
cruNch

H

February 24. 2011 w Page B8

Louis Nelson
Sports Editor
lnelson@gwhatchet.com

16 The career-high number of points 
sophomore guard Bryan Bynes scored 
Wednesday night against Charlotte.

Baseball shuts out  
maryland eastern shore

"Don't tell the media, 'Oh, 
I'm so supportive and I 
stick behind you,' and 
that's not the case behind 
closed doors." 

–Rolanda Delamartinez, mother 
of women's basketball player Kye Allums, 
on the way she feels GW has treated 
her child since Allums announced in 
November that he is transgender.

The baseball team bounced back 
from its season-opening series loss 
with an 8-0 shutout Wednesday on 
the road against Maryland Eastern 
Shore.

Senior GW starter Tommy Gately 
pitched six shutout innings, surren-
dering just three hits and one walk 
while striking out a career-high eight 
batters. Sophomore Kenny O’Brien, 
freshman Craig LeJeune and gradu-
ate student Chris Keiper combined to 
hold the Hawks hitless over the final 
three innings Wednesday.

Three players went two for four 
Wednesday, including senior center 
fielder Brendon Kelliher, who also 
scored a run and had a pair of RBIs in 
the Colonials victory.

Next up for GW is a three-game 
weekend series in New Orleans 
against Tulane. First pitch against the 
Green Wave is set for Friday night at 
6:30 p.m.

Despite a hat trick form junior 
Sarah Phillips, the women’s lacrosse 
team fell 17-8 Wednesday afternoon 
on the road at American University.

GW struggled defensively against 
the Eagles, allowing four American 
players to score three or more goals. 
Sophomore Kimberly Collins led all 
scorers with five goals for the Eagles.

The Colonials actually managed to 
keep pace with American for much of 
the first half, tying the game at three 
with 16:53 left to play in the half. From 
there, American went on a 5-1 run to 
close the first half and GW never re-
covered.

Phillips’ three goals made her the 
only Colonial to score more than one 
goal in the loss Saturday and GW was 
outshot 30-18 against American.

The Colonials will be back on the 
field Saturday against ninth-ranked 
James Madison, with opening draw 
set for 1 p.m.

ANNe werNIkoff | Photo edItor
Sophomore guard Bryan Bynes scored a career-high 16 points in GW's 74-57 win over Charlotte Wednesday 
night. The Colonials had five players score in double figures against the 49ers and have won three straight.

Colonials coast to win over Charlotte
meN's BAsketBALL   GW 74, Charlotte 57

by eLIzABeth trAyNor
Contributing Editor

As the men’s basketball team 
heads into the final three-game 
stretch of the regular season, the 
Colonials find themselves battling for 
more than just wins and losses.

With its victory Wednesday night, 
GW remains tied for fifth place in the 
Atlantic 10 with Rhode Island, a team 
it will face next Wednesday. Rhode Is-
land defeated fourth-place Duquesne 
Wednesday night in Pittsburgh, leav-
ing both GW and Rhode Island one 
game back of the Dukes in the con-
ference standings.

If GW can finish the regular sea-
son eighth or better in the conference 
standings, the Colonials will host a 
first round game in the A-10 tourna-
ment. Should GW manage to climb 
into one of the top four spots in the 
A-10 it would earn a bye into the sec-
ond round of the conference tourna-
ment in Atlantic City, N.J. GW would 
likely need to possess the fourth 
place spot by itself in order to earn 
a bye into the second round, since it 
does not hold the advantage in head-
to-head play against Duquesne, Xavi-
er or Richmond.

GW will begin the home stretch 
of its regular season Saturday when 
it takes on No. 25/24 Temple (AP, 
ESPN/USA Today) at home Saturday 
at 2 p.m.

colonials tied for fifth place 
in Atlantic 10 standings

GW's bench gets shorter in loss to Xavier
womeN's BAsketBALL   xavier 67, GW 41 

hAtchet fILe Photo
Junior Tiana Myers had 11 points Wednesday night 

against Xavier in GW's 67-41 loss to the Musketeers.

by jAke deItcher
Hatchet Reporter

Concussion leaves team 
with seven active players

Delamartinez: GW is discriminating against Allums

you made a decision. You told 
ESPN no, you told MTV no, you 
told all these other avenues no 
when you didn’t give her that 
choice,” Delamartinez said. “As 
a mother, that instinct comes 
out in me like a bear with a cub. 
Leave my kid alone, she’s not 
doing [anything] to anybody 
else. Let her get her education 
and while she’s recovering, let 
her speak to whoever the heck 
she wants to as long as it’s not 
jeopardizing her academics or 

the school.”
Smith denied Delamartinez’s 

allegation that the University 
had rejected media requests for 
Allums in an effort to bury the 
story.

“For the remainder of the 
season, Kye and the athletics 
department have agreed that it is 
in his best interest to focus on his 
academics and his rehabilitation,” 
Smith said, referring to the 
multiple concussions that have 
kept Allums out of all but eight 
games this season. “After the 
season, Kye may have more time 
to pursue outside activities if he 

so chooses.”
Delamartinez also said GW 

instructed Allums prior to a 
Nov. 3 press conference to tell 
members of the media that he 
was not planning on undergoing 
gender reassignment surgery 
in May, even though Allums 
had previously stated in an 
interview with outsports.com 
that he was planning to undergo 
the procedure.

Smith denied Delamartinez’s 
claim.

“Just recently, she told 
me that GW, or the media 
department or whatever, kind 

of prepped her before [the press 
conference] and said it’s better 
not to tell people that you’re 
having surgery in May, because 
you’ll have them wondering 
about your parts or what you 
have, what you don’t and just 
asking too many questions about 
the surgery,” Delamartinez said. 
“They would tell her this under 
the guise of, I guess, concern, 
which as I look back at it now, 
to me it’s not concern... they 
just wanted the story to die, and 
this story’s not gonna die with 
somebody having surgery that 
major in May. u

from p. A1
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