
HatchetThe GW
An independent student newspaper • Serving the GW community since 1904

WWW.Gwhatchet.com

Monday
November 7, 2011

Vol. 108 • Iss. 25

Since he was young, Michael Freed-
man had a passion for broadcasting. He 
began listening to a transistor radio un-
der his pillow as a boy and rose to the 
rank of award-winning executive pro-
ducer at CBS radio. Now as a professor, 
he watches journalists – and journalism 
itself – develop. 

After 16 years of faculty and ad-
ministrative posts at GW, Freedman 
will leave the University in January to 
assume a top-level position at the Uni-
versity of Maryland.

Freedman worked as GW’s pub-
lic affairs director from 1992 to 1998, 
and as vice president for communica-
tions from 2000 to 2009 – a position he 
created that is responsible for shap-
ing the image of the University. In his 
role as vice president for communica-
tions, Freedman oversaw the move of 
University-wide Commencement to 

the National Mall. 
During his time as an executive 

producer at CBS Radio Network 
News between University posts, the 
station earned 12 Edward R. Mur-
row Awards for Excellence. Murrow, 
famous for his eyewitness reports 
before and during World War II, has 
long been Freedman’s idol because of 
his devotion to broadcasting.

“It was a dream come true,” Freed-
man said of his time at CBS. 

After his stint in New York, Freed-
man returned to GW in August 2000. 

As the founding executive direc-
tor of GW’s Global Media Institute in 
2009, which looks at the evolution of 
journalism through a public television 
and radio series, Freedman has rubbed 
elbows with media legends – like Ru-
pert Murdoch, Diane Sawyer, Walter 
Cronkite and Katie Couric. 

At the institute, Freedman is the 
principal investigator for radio series 
“This Just In!” and “The Kalb Report,” 
a discussion on the press that is pre-
sented live to students and profession-
al journalists over American Public 

The University began testing changes 
to its alcohol policy last week, tweaking 
the number of sober monitors required 
at graduate student organization events 
that serve alcohol. 

Permanent changes to the policy – in-
cluding event registration procedures and 
Responsible Alcohol Management train-
ing – are expected to roll out next spring, a 
top University official said Friday.

This pilot program comes in response 
to lobbying by members of the Student Bar 
Association, who said they were unreason-
ably held to the same alcohol regulations 
as undergraduate student organizations. 

Law students, who must disclose any 
disciplinary history on the bar exam’s 
character and fitness section, fear that in-
advertently breaking the University’s alco-
hol policy may have long-term effects on 
law students of legal drinking age. 

Individual senior class gifts will not be 
matched by outside donors this year, elim-
inating a boost that previously doubled 
student fundraising efforts. 

Since the Class of 2009, Luther Rice So-
ciety donors have matched individual se-
nior gifts and donated the matched funds 
to a single cause that seniors chose through 
a vote. Past matched gifts include scholar-
ship funds and Gelman renovations.

“There won’t be a match this year of 
funds so there’s no fund for the senior 
class to vote on as a whole,” senior class 
gift coordinator Victoria Hartman said. 
“The campaign, after all, is dedicated to 
the philanthropy of seniors, not just our 
alumni supporters.” 
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School of Media and Public Affairs professor Michael Freedman, a life-long admirer of broadcast legend Edward R. Murrow, will wish the 
University 'good night, and good luck' in January. Freedman spent 16 years as a faculty member, administrator and mentor to students.
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Freedman remembered 
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Colonials make commanding debut

mIchelle RattInGeR | senIOR phOtO edItOR
Junior guard Lasan Kromah leaps beyond the reaches of a Bowie State opponent Sunday night, driving to the net to 
slam home a basket. Kromah marked his return to the Smith Center court with 23 points for the Colonials' victory.
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There are a lot of statistics 
head coach Mike Lonergan could 
examine after walking away 
from his team’s 92-65 trouncing 
of Bowie State in Sunday night’s 
exhibition match.

He could look at his team’s im-
pressive final tally, surpassing the 
total number of points the Colonials 
posted in any game last season. He 
could look at GW’s shooting per-
centage, or junior guard Lasan Kro-
mah’s night-high 23 points or senior 
guard Tony Taylor’s nine assists.

But instead, Lonergan said he 
will focus on a Bulldogs statistic, 
a telling example of the defensive 
mindset the new coach brings to the 
sidelines in the Smith Center.

“My big stat is field goal per-
centage defense,” Lonergan said. 
“And they shot 35 percent in the 
first half. So that’s the biggest stat I 
look at, and rebounding.”

The Colonials held the Bull-
dogs to 40.8-percent shooting on the 
night, an indication of the powerful 
defense Lonergan plans to stress 
this season. GW opened play with 
a commanding man-to-man defen-
sive effort, tracking its Bowie State 
opponents around the court and 
keeping them from hitting double-
digit points through the first seven 
minutes of play.

As his team began to pull away 
offensively, Lonergan felt free to 
experiment, he said, implementing 
a 1-3-1 half-court trap that further 
stopped the Bulldogs in their tracks. 
The coach alluded to the limits of 
setting up a zone postgame, but was 
heartened by his team's success dur-
ing Sunday night’s play.

“We played a lot of man early, 
and I never really play a 2-3 zone 
except for underneath,” Lonergan 
said. “The 1-3-1, it is a zone trap, 
but I think it’s a fun defensive play, 
and it’s a defense you can’t play too 
long. When they figure it out, you 
get destroyed in it, but I thought the 
guys stayed in it for a long time and 
did a great job in it.”

GW’s relative freedom to ex-
plore its defensive options was born 
from its offensive push, shooting 
55.9 percent on the game and open-
ing play in the second half with a 
15-2 scoring run.

Offensive play was marked by 
a lot of movement on the court from 
the Colonials, the result of an em-
phasis on running the ball that both 
Lonergan and his players said was 
the main subject of pre-game con-
versations. Lonergan told his team 
to get the Bulldogs tired by playing 
up-tempo, and press heavily off free 
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Student service offices 
may extend hours

IN BrIef
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Beyond Witness: redefining 
Crisis Photography 
At a discussion co-sponsored by the Pulitzer 
Center, seven professional photographers will 
speak out about challenges for photojournalism 
in today’s rapid-paced news environment. 
Jack Morton Auditorium • 5:30 p.m.

Interfaith Dinner
Students are invited to share 
their religious beliefs and 
learn about other faiths at the 
annual event featuring food, 
music and reflection.
Marvin Center Ballroom • 7 p.m.

Monday
Pie Party
The Native American Student Association 
will be selling pie as part of the Native 
American Heritage Month. Purchases will 
support Native American youth.
Multicultural Student Services Center, 
Room 209 • 6:30 p.m.

The Taiwan Issue in American 
Politics and U.S.-China relations
A nationally renowned expert on Taiwan 
will lead a conversation about political ties 
between the U.S., China and Taiwan and 
the future of the three countries’ relations. 
Marvin Center, Room 403 • 7 p.m.

WednesdayTuesday

ON The WeB www.gwhatchet.com

AUDIO SlIDeShOW
FotoWeek D.C.

The photography festival kickoff 
attracted professionals and amateurs. 

AUDIO SlIDeShOW
Jay-Z and Kanye West 

The ‘Watch the Throne’ concert Thursday 
drew thousands to the Verizon Center.

vIDeO
Homeless challenge

Students experienced homelessness for 
48 hours to raise awareness in D.C.

NOvemBer

elISe APelIAN | hATCheT PhOTOGrAPher 
Members of Green GW joined the Natural Resources Defense Council and hundreds of protestors who toted an inflatable pipeline Sunday past the 
White House, representing the proposed 16,000-mile structure that would transport oil from Alberta, Canada to Texas and may lead to deforestation. 
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Starting next fall, students seeking 
resume critiques or tips on their study 
abroad applications may be able to get 
help as late as 9 or 10 p.m. 

As plans to renovate the Marvin Cen-
ter’s fifth floor move forward, the Univer-
sity is mulling over new ways to provide 
student services, including expanded 
business hours and staff cross-trained in 
multiple departments.

Dean of Students Peter Konwerski said 
working on the fifth floor project gives the 
University an opportunity to reevaluate 
roles of various departments across cam-
pus and hone in on improvement spots.  

“You have to look at the positions in 
the office and not just move the office,” 
Konwerski said, adding that greater ac-
cessibility is a driving factor in the plans.

The University has been developing 
plans to centralize academic and campus 
life entities in the Marvin Center since 
September. The departments – in addi-
tion to student organization workspace – 
will replace the Hippodrome, which will 
close its doors this December. Construc-
tion for the project is slated to start this 
spring and will be completed in time for 
the fall semester.

“The business processes might 
change, and the staffing might change, 
because the environment might change,” 
Konwerski said. 

He said the transition to a one-stop 
service center models the consolidation 
of student academic and financial ac-
count services that occurred three years 
ago. Konwerski said one of the lessons 
learned from creating Colonial Cen-
tral, open until 7 p.m. Monday through 
Thursday, is that students don’t just re-
quire services from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Among the departments considered in 
the shuffle are the Office of Study Abroad, 
International Services Office, the Center 
for Undergraduate Fellowships and Re-
search and the Center for Civic Engage-
ment and Public Service. 

Senior Vice President for Student and 
Academic Support Services Robert Cher-
nak asked his staff to look at integrating 
staff responsibilities across departments, 
expanding employees’ core knowledge 
base of other departments’ functions, in 
addition to expanding hours.

“If you look at, not what they do to-
day, but what they’re capable of doing,” 
Chernak said, “if they can learn enough to 
know about certain aspects of [other de-
partments’ roles], they can handle certain 
types of basic informational needs.” 

–Sarah ferris
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The Student Association’s 
eight-member fee-fighting 
task force has narrowed its fo-
cus to printing, study abroad 
and campus equipment and 
room rental costs. 

Student Association Ex-
ecutive Vice President Ted 
Costigan said committee 
members determined the 
purpose of the commission 
– to identify and delegate 
students to research specific 
“unreasonable” fees – at its 
first meeting last week.

The group hopes to cre-
ate a report of its findings 
next semester. 

University spokeswoman 
Michelle Sherrard said it is 
difficult to know the last time 
the printing, study abroad 
and technology equipment 
fees were evaluated.

When asked about costs 
for each program the SA 
hopes to tackle, Sherrard 
declined to provide specific 
information on what each fee 
covers, saying only that the 
Gelman Library printing fees 
offset the cost of printing; 
study abroad fees account 
for advising, processing and 
orientation; and student or-
ganization technology and 

room rental fees go toward 
staffing and equipment that 
exceed Academic Technolo-
gies base-budget funding. 
She did not return a request 
for a further breakdown of 
the fees. 

Student organizations 
using audio or visual equip-
ment for an event that lasts 
less than five hours pay $150. 
The audio fee covers lectern 
microphone speakers, and 
the visual fee includes LCD 
projection, a projection screen 
and a lectern computer for 
CDs and DVDs.

Study abroad programs 
cost an additional $550 to 
$6,150 per semester, depend-
ing on the program.

Students pay 9 cents per 
page to print at Gelman Li-
brary. To print in the Himmel-
farb Library or Tompkins Hall, 
students are charged 7 cents.

Last fall, Senator Charlie 
Rybak, U-at-Large, led ef-
forts to reduce the fee, claim-
ing it costs the University 3 
cents for each page printed. 
As part of "The Gutenberg 
Plan," Rybak urged the Uni-
versity to install 4-cent print-
ers in seven residence halls 
and academic buildings 
across campus.  

The University of Mary-
land, Boston University and 
Washington University in St. 
Louis charge 10 cents, 8 cents 
and 4 cents, respectively.

While the task force ini-
tially planned to include ad-
ministrators in the commis-
sion, none are involved at this 
step in the process. 

“We don’t see the need to 
have administrations find out 
research. That’s not their jobs,” 
Student Association President 
John Richardson said. 

Sen. Alex Mizenko, 
SPHHS-U, said he doesn’t an-

ticipate too many roadblocks 
in the research process.

“There might be resis-
tance from the University in 
eliminating the fees, but if 
we have strong research to 
back our ideas up, I am con-

fident we will be success-
ful,” the junior said.

Richardson emphasized 
the task force will not limit 
its efforts to these fees alone, 
adding the committee will 
continue to evaluate other 

University fees to create a 
master list of charges for fu-
ture focus.

“This is never going to 
be completed. This process 
is ongoing,” Richardson 
said. u

A University task force 
is exploring mandatory on-
campus housing for juniors 
as part of a broader effort to 
raise revenue through resi-
dence halls. 

A subset of the Innova-
tion Task Force, which iden-
tifies areas where the Univer-
sity can cut costs and raise 
money to allocate toward ac-
ademic programming, hopes 
to raise $2.6 million through 
“housing optimization." 

“We’re considering that. 
We’re considering every-
thing,” Director of Housing 
Seth Weinshel said of man-
datory third-year housing.

As nearly half of GW’s 
students go abroad, the 
spring semester sees a sig-
nificant housing “melt,” 
Weinshel said. While fall oc-

cupancy commonly reaches 
nearly 99 percent – about 50 
to 75 open beds – spring oc-
cupancy in residence halls is 

closer to 95 percent. 
“Increasing the occupan-

cy to close to 100 percent will 
yield the incremental margin 

[of $2.6 million],” according 
to a preliminary report dis-
tributed at the Innovation 
Task Force showcase. 

The committee, which 
invited feedback from staff 
and students at the event 
Oct. 27, also discussed 
implementing higher fees 
for students who decide to 
study abroad after receiv-
ing housing assignments, as 
well as discounting prices 
for students who sign longer 
housing contracts. 

Mandatory third-year 
housing could provide 
prospective students peace 
of mind about guaranteed 
housing and increase the 
sense of community, Wein-
shel said. He cited Duke 
and Brown universities as 
institutions that require 
third-year on-campus resi-
dency. 

Weinshel estimated that 
between 1,700 and 1,800 
out of 2,350 juniors live on 
campus. The University has 
7,200 beds for its undergrad-
uate population. 

“We are a residential in-
stitution,” he said. 

First- and second-year 
college students are re-
quired by District law to 
live on campus. Nearby 

Georgetown University may 
soon require all of its under-
graduate students to live 
in university housing, the 
subject of an ongoing debate 
between the D.C. Office of 
Planning, neighbors and the 
institution.

More than 700 students 
were waitlisted for on-cam-
pus housing for the 2011-
2012 year, a number that 
dropped as students study-
ing abroad withdrew their 
assignments, The Hatchet 
reported in March. 

Weinshel later declined 
to elaborate on potential 
changes to the University’s 
housing policy, directing all 
questions to Dave Lawlor, co-
chair of the Innovation Task 
Force. Lawlor did not return 
a request for comment.

Students voiced concern 
about possible restrictions 
to third-year housing. 

“I live on campus, and 
I love it,” junior Maddie 
Hendricks said. “But I know 
that part of why I love it is 
because I know I have the 
freedom to live off campus 
if I wish.” u

The Graduate School 
of Education and Human 
Development garnered 
more than $7 million in 
federal grants and tuition 
revenue to support its spe-
cial education programs 
this year, with more than 
half that amount arriving 
in late October.

Seventy-five percent of 
the funding – allocated in 
four separate grants from 
the U.S. Department of 
Education’s Office of Spe-
cial Education Programs 
– will support master’s 
level student tuition. The 
graduate school will use 
the other 25 percent for 
administrative costs, oper-
ational costs and a student 
research assistant.

“Special education is 
an area of significant short-
ages across the United 
States. We cannot produce 
enough special educators, 
and the positions just go 
vacant,” Carol Kochhar-
Bryant, chair of the depart-
ment of special education 
and disability studies, said. 
“We’ve got a big moral is-
sue, we’ve got a social issue 
and we’ve got an economic 
issue by not attending to 
students’ needs all the way 
through school.”

Tuition support from 
the grant may enable an 
additional 100 students to 
join the 400-student spe-
cial education department, 

Kochhar-Bryant said.
With growing short-

ages in special education 
teachers across the coun-
try, professors like Pamela 
Leconte say these new 
grants are necessary to 
support future educators.

“Special education is 
not going away any time 
soon. It continues to grow 
in a lot of places, especially 
with this current time of 
economic need,” Leconte, 
an assistant research pro-
fessor in the special educa-
tion department, said. “We 
need teachers who have to 
be qualified in certain sub-
jects as well as in special 
education.”

The grants will support 
students in four particular 
areas of special education 
that the graduate school 
and the Department of 
Education agreed would 
need the most training: 
traumatic brain injury 
specialization, early child-
hood leadership in admin-
istrative roles, secondary 
transition specialization 
and bilingual specializa-
tion.

Graduate School of 
Education and Human De-
velopment Dean Michael 

Feuer said “the areas be-
ing funded by these three 
grants represent a fraction 
of the work we are doing to 
prepare high-quality special 
education practitioners.”

“These funds are inte-
gral to our ongoing efforts 
to meet the complex needs 
of learners with special 
needs while also helping 
to address the concerning 
shortage of special educa-
tion teachers and admin-
istrators through tuition 
support,” Feuer said.

Due to low salary rates 
for special educators na-
tionally, Kochhar-Bryant 
said students in special 
education programs often 
“end up with really high 
debt.”

Because the depart-
ment has a hybrid cur-
riculum with both on- and 
off-campus courses, most 
master’s students are not 
eligible for teaching or re-
search assistantships that 
could help offset the cost 
of tuition.

“It does place some of 
our students at a disad-
vantage, which is why we 
need these sort of opportu-
nities for tuition support,” 
Kochhar-Bryant said. u

The District Department 
of Consumer and Regula-
tory Affairs is working with 
Georgetown University to 
keep tabs on landlords who 
rent out off-campus housing 
to students.

The pilot program will 
inspect properties that were 
not licensed by the District 
Department of Consumer 
and Regulatory Affairs to 
ensure students are living 
in spaces that maintain com-
pliance with fire, health and 
safety codes, Helder Gil, a 
legislative affairs specialist 
for the agency, said.

Gil said a few years ago 
a Georgetown University 
student living in a basement 
apartment died during a fire. 
That rental space would have 
failed its inspection had one 
occurred because there was 
no way of exiting.

“We try to encourage 
students if they’re living 
off campus to contact us if 
they think there’s anything 
wrong or potentially dan-
gerous with their housing 
situation,” Gil said.

In the spring, he said, the 
District Department of Con-
sumer and Regulatory Affairs 
will review the partnership 
with Georgetown University 
to decide whether to expand 
the pilot program to other 
colleges in the District.

Landlords who rent out 
properties must receive a 
license from the District 
Department of Consumer 
and Regulatory Affairs and 
a subsequent inspection. 

Properties out of compli-
ance would be slapped with 
a $2,000 fine, and if issues 
continued, the agency could 
tack on more charges.

He said at times, neigh-
bors complain about the 
conditions of properties 
rented out to students, 
ranging from issues of over-
crowding to a property gen-
erally looking unsafe.

“Landlords have a big 
role to play in maintaining 
the quality of life in our his-
toric neighborhoods, and we 
want to ensure they are do-
ing all they can to meet their 
responsibility," Stacy Kerr, 
assistant vice president for 
communications at George-
town University, said.

She said the goal is to 
hold landlords accountable.

Gil said the school will 
post lists of licensed land-
lords on its housing website. 

–Priya Anand contributed 
to this report

Printing, technology fees come under SA fire

by Chloe sorviNo
Hatchet Reporter

Ashley luCAs | hAtChet PhotoGrAPher
Study abroad advisor Brittany Pierce discusses the process of applying for study abroad programs with junior James Cooney. Study 
abroad programs come with a variety of fees, ranging from $550 to $6,150, along with the cost of University tuition. 

University considers requiring on-campus junior housing

city to examine off-campus housing

by ChelseA rAdler
Campus News Editor

MiChelle rAttiNGer | seNior Photo editor
Director of Housing Seth Weinshel said the University is considering requiring juniors to live on campus 
to boost revenue. A D.C. law requires freshmen and sophomores to live in University housing.

Graduate school receives funds 
to support special education

MuNA AbdulkAder | hAtChet PhotoGrAPher
The Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs will inspect off-campus student housing – like this 
student-heavy apartment complex on 37th Street between N and O streets – to monitor safety and building codes.

by AliyA kAriM
Hatchet Staff Writer

Committee plans to 
create a report on 
'unreasonable' fees

Grants to help 
fund graduate 
student tuition

by lAurA shuey-kostelAC
Hatchet Reporter

Pilot program with 
Georgetown will 
audit townhouses

"Special education is not going away 
any time soon. It continues to grow in a 

lot of places."

Pamela leconte
Professor

Department of Special Education and Disability Studies

Innovation Task 
Force mulls 'housing 
optimization'
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"For a lot of people, I think it's very difficult to even contemplate changing. I think a lot 
of faculty are interested in changing but they just don't know how to do it."  
–Robert Donaldson, biology professor, on improving science education through interactive methods.
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To the GW community:
After 16 wonderful 

years at GW, the last 
11 as vice president for com-
munications, a professor of 
journalism and director of the 
GW Global Media Institute, I 
will be leaving the University 
in January. 

I have been offered and 
have accepted a senior vice 
presidency and professorial 
appointment at the Univer-
sity of Maryland University 
College.

Over these many years, I 
have had the honor and privi-
lege of working with the best 
and the brightest students, 
faculty and administrators. 

I have been given the cre-
ative latitude to develop pro-
grams like "The Kalb Report," 
to launch collaborations with 
POLITICO Tony Bennett, the 
Newseum and the National 
Press Club, to negotiate and 
manage the partnership that 
brought CNN's "Crossfire" 
to GW and to oversee com-
mencement’s move to the 
National Mall. 

Most importantly, I have 
been given the opportunity 
to help the next generation 
of journalists learn the skills 
and ethics that will allow a 
strong and vibrant free press 
to thrive in our democracy 
and around the world in the 
years to come.

One of the highlights of 
my new position will be the 
opportunity to develop on-
line academic programs for 
mid-career journalists and 
others in the media who still 
have much to contribute but 
find themselves challenged 
in the digital world. These 
are my contemporaries, the 
people with the journalistic 
skills that are so important to 
pass on to the next generation 
– your generation.

Suffice it to say, GW is 
deeply embedded in my heart 
and soul. My wife Renee and I 
are the proud parents of three 
GW graduates. Our son Brian 
was president of the GW Psy-
chology Honors Society. Our 
son Danny and daughter-in-
law Ang met in a sixth floor 
study lounge of Thurston Hall 
as freshmen. The superb staff 
of GW Hospital helped me 
overcome two life threatening 
illnesses. And I count as life-
long mentors former Univer-
sity President Stephen Joel Tra-
chtenberg and my dear friend 
and partner Marvin Kalb.

To have gone from a little 
boy with a transistor radio 
under my pillow to general 
manager of CBS Radio Net-
work was my dream come 
true. The last 11 years at GW 
have been the bonus of a life-
time. Of all the titles I have 
held, the one of which I am 
most proud is professor. My 
favorite place on this campus 
is the classroom. 

Right now, it’s time to give 
something back to my pro-
fession and to contribute in a 
different way. So, I’m off on 
a new adventure in what has 
been a truly wonderful life. 
Thank you all from the bottom 
of my heart.

–The writer is a School of 
Media and Public Affairs professor 

and the executive director of the 
GW Global Media Institute.

Dear Benjamin,
I was quite touched by your 

column, “Will the real Knapp 
please stand up?” (Nov. 3, p.4), 
in which you voiced regret over 
our lack of personal interaction 
during your freshman and now 
your sophomore year at GW.  

You mention that, despite 
my living right across the street 
from you last year (in the cam-
pus home where my spouse Di-
ane and I have lived for the past 
three years, together with a dog, 
a rabbit, three cats, a Senegal par-
rot and a number of koi and gold-
fish), you only saw me walking 
my dog Ruffles on one occasion. 

Let me assure you and our 
readers right away that Ruffles 
is a real dog and consequently 
must be walked several times a 
day, rain or shine, although, dur-
ing weekday business hours, it 
is usually Diane who walks her. 
You can generally catch me with 
Ruffles in our backyard around 7 
a.m. each morning, though.

It is quite a surprise for some-
one who writes so many e-mails 
and gives so many speeches ev-
ery day all around campus to 
read that anyone out there would 
want to hear from him more di-
rectly or more often.

But perhaps what you had in 
mind was a greater frequency of 
face-to-face conversations, some-
thing you and I have not yet had 
the pleasure of experiencing.  

But with 25,000 students, 
having conversations with even 
half of them in the course of a 
year would be quite a challenge. 
Even if I held office hours all 
day every day, seeing a different 
student every ten minutes, this 
would leave me with time for 
(quite literally) nothing else! 

I know, of course, that hold-
ing endless office hours was not 
what you had in mind. Nor do 
I suppose you were asking for 
more speeches, more snowball 
fights or even more drum solos, 
like the ones I have played three 

times so far this semester (with 
Chuck Brown, at La Fiestasa and 
at a jazz brunch). 

You recommend that I start 
a weekly column to let students 
know what I’m thinking. Again, 
that’s a flattering suggestion. 
The truth is, however, that not 
enough changes in a president’s 
thinking from week to week to 
justify quite that many intrusions 
into the mental space of students 
who have other information they 
really need to master. 

But if The Hatchet can spare the 
space, a regular column is some-
thing I would seriously consider.

Meanwhile, if you’re up for it, 
let’s meet at my house so I can for-
mally introduce you to a very en-
thusiastic and student-friendly dog 
named Ruffles and we can take her 
for a walk together. Call my office, 
or just knock on the door.

Sincerely,
(The real) Steven Knapp

–The writer is the 16th 
president of the University.

When I was a prospective 
student, the idea of the 
Mount Vernon Campus 

mystified me. 
Advertised as a small, seclud-

ed, picturesque haven 
apart from the hustle 
and bustle of fast-paced 
D.C., tour guides and 
students used the Vern 
to convince us that GW 
has it all: a vibrant city 
life and – if you seek 
it out – a space with 
peace, quiet and grass.

Since coming to GW, 
that image has been 
somewhat warped. Now, 
when someone says “the 
Vern” I think, “waste-
land on the other side of 
the Earth.” City girls like 
me don’t do well with 
that much isolation. 

But with Ames Hall 
re-opening next semes-
ter and playing host to 
hundreds of students every day, the 
University needs to change what the 
Vern is in students’ eyes and give 
students a reason to go there beyond 
Introduction to American History.

The University should make 
major publicity changes to the 
Vern’s identity in order to further 
integrate it with the Foggy Bot-
tom campus; it should maintain its 
message that the Vern vacation is a 
needed retreat for everyone.

The newly revamped Ames 
Hall will hold 26 courses next se-
mester, 19 of which are geared to-
ward freshmen. These courses will 
draw a huge number of freshmen 

to the Mount Vernon Campus next 
semester. With all the University 
Writing courses going to be held 
there, virtually no freshman will 
be able to go without taking at 

least one course on the 
Vern.

Students can tell 
the University’s exist-
ing publicity of the 
Vern – which seems to 
relegate its residents to 
a sort of summer-camp 
environment – is a bit 
staged. But the Vern 
really does have ap-
pealing qualities that 
even the city-seekers 
like me would jump 
on the shuttle for.

And highlighting 
those instead is an im-
portant shift the Uni-
versity needs to make.

If every student is 
going to visit the Vern, 
then the old concept 

of the campus as a peaceful, quiet 
getaway from the fast-paced life of 
Washington has got to change. But 
while the image of a much-needed 
reprieve from city stress might not 
be exactly the same with hundreds 
of additional students milling 
around, it doesn’t have to disap-
pear entirely.

Some students might not ad-
mit it, but eventually we all need 
a break from Foggy Bottom. The 
fast lane gets tiring sometimes, 
and the fact that peace, quiet and 
perhaps privacy are a shuttle ride 
away is ideal.

Just because administration 

is trying to foster increased cam-
pus integration doesn’t mean the 
campuses' images have to mirror 
one another. Instead, the Uni-
versity should work on relieving 
the Mount Vernon Campus of 
its stigma among Foggy Bottom 
residents, while maintaining its 
peaceful brand.

This is also an excellent oppor-
tunity for the University to play up 
the value of Eckles Library, which 
often has more study space than 
Gelman library during finals, or the 
number of sports that are played 
on the recently re-turfed Vern field. 
The Vern as an escape – not a part of 
the main campus that is just a shut-
tle ride away – is a more convincing 
image. Just think of the students af-
ter a night out who wouldn’t mind 
a trip away, even if it were just for 
the all-you-can-eat brunch.

Because even we city kids could 
use some quiet.

–The writer, a freshman majoring 
in English, is a Hatchet columnist.

A meeting with the presidential pup
by Brian Tratner

Farewell 
to the GW 
community

Michael Freedman

Op-ed

An open letter from the real Steven Knapp
Letter to the editor

The value of a 'Vern vacation'
If every student is going 

to visit the Vern, then 
the old concept of the 
campus as a peaceful 

quiet getaway from 
the fast-paced life of 

Washington has 
got to change.

Of all the titles I have 
held, the one of which 

I am most proud is 
professor. My favorite 
place on this campus 

is the classroom.

The basketball season began 
Sunday night when the Colonials 
crushed visiting Bowie State at the 
Smith Center in the men’s basket-
ball exhibition game. The season 
will continue Tuesday night when 
the women's basketball team faces 
the University of the District of 
Columbia in an exhibition game 
Tuesday night and men’s basketball 
takes on University of Maryland, 
Eastern Shore Friday. 

The fact that it is athletic direc-
tor Patrick Nero and men’s basket-
ball head coach Mike Lonergan’s 
first seasons with the University 
marks a new era for sports. 

Despite all the work they’ve 
done leading up to this point, the 
season is truly Nero and Loner-
gan’s public introduction as leaders 
in the athletics department. This is 
a new period in sports for the Uni-
versity, a new period for the men’s 
basketball team and a new period 
for Colonials fans. 

And it’s time for fans to step up 
and ring in this new era for all the 
excitement it brings. ESPN ranked 
the men’s basketball non-conference 
schedule as the second-toughest in 
the Atlantic-10. Lonergan, who is 
taking the helm of the men’s team 
after a decade under former head 
coach Karl Hobbs, will be pointing 
the team in a new direction, and 
right now the Colonials can use all 
the support they can get to come 
out with a winning record. 

Junior guard Lasan Kromah, 
who was sidelined with an injury 
last year, is back on the court. Se-
nior guard Tony Taylor, who in 
many ways carried the team on his 
back last season, will return with an 
impressive award to his name: Last 
month he was the only Colonial 
named to an A-10 preseason team, 
becoming the first GW first team 
pick since 2005.

GW puts a lot of value in its bas-
ketball teams, but there is much to 
be said about the successful seasons 
other teams have seen this season. 
The men’s soccer team clinched 
a share of the A-10 regular sea-
son championship at home Sun-
day, marking retiring head coach 
George Lidster’s final home game 
and 200th career win. The women’s 
volleyball team achieved a bid to 
the A-10 tournament following a 
strong season. 

With all the on-field and on-court 
accomplishments GW has seen this 
season, there’s no better time for the 
community to come out and support 
its teams. With strong fan support 
and new leadership, hopefully the 
basketball teams will continue the 
momentum that is carrying this new 
era of athletics at GW forward.

Throughout the year, the Universi-
ty has attempted to construct a strong 
sense of community for students liv-
ing on the Mount Vernon Campus.

One way the University has 
sought to achieve this goal is by 
placing a majority of transfer stu-
dents on the Vern. Of 250 students 
who transferred to GW this fall, 
about 150 have been placed on the 
Vern. In doing so, the University 
said it hopes that transfer students 
will be able to ease themselves into 
the GW with a more tight-knit and 
established community. 

While this is certainly an admi-
rable way to build a sense of com-
munity on the Vern, it is troubling 
that transfer students are given 
little warning that they may be 
placed on the campus. 

Besides seeing their housing 
options on the standard GW living 
information website, admissions 
does not provide any advanced 
warning to transfers of their 
heightened odds that they may be 
living on the Vern. 

The University should be sure 
to properly advertise and promote 
the Vern throughout the admis-
sions transfer process. Students 
should not be surprised to learn 
that they are not living on Foggy 
Bottom when they receive their 
housing assignment, but should 
instead be familiar with the Vern 
and the opportunities and benefits 
of the campus.

The University is right to work 
to create a community amongst 
transfer students on the Vern, but 
students should be fully aware and 
informed of these efforts. 

ringing in a new 
era for athletics

Housing information 
for transfer students

Marissa Fretes 

Columnist
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Physics professor Wil-
liam Briscoe took a chance 
this semester. 

He abandoned his lecture-
style teaching method for his 
38-student introductory phys-
ics course, opting to let stu-
dents learn through exercise.

Now, if Briscoe talks at 
the front of the recently reno-
vated Monroe Hall studio 
classroom for longer than 
three minutes, his teaching 
assistant gives him a signal. 

“Certainly, I was fright-
ened of this,” Briscoe said. 
“Thirty-five years of teaching 
in one mode, and all of a sud-
den you find yourself not lec-
turing. You’re walking around 
from group to group trying to 
talk to them about how they’re 
approaching a problem, how 
physics is involved.”

Through small group dis-
cussions and hands-on activi-

ties, Briscoe has propelled the 
average grades on his first 
test 10 percent higher than 
those in his lecture courses.

Following a push nation-
ally and at GW to engage stu-
dents in active learning, pro-
fessors who teach courses in 
science, technology, engineer-
ing and mathematics – STEM 
courses – are rethinking their 
tactics, especially as the much-
anticipated Science and Engi-
neering Hall takes shape. The 
$275-million structure will not 
include any lecture-style class-
rooms, but will instead feature 
studio labs that cluster stu-
dents in round tables instead 
of long benches. 

The STEM-Education 
Group, a small association of 
faculty that formed this year 
as an offshoot of the Univer-
sity-wide Teaching and Learn-
ing Collaborative, is advocat-
ing for professors like Briscoe 
to spend less time repeating 
textbook material at the front 

of the class. It is also trying 
to prove that active learning 
methods, mostly used by sci-
ence and engineering courses, 
will work across multiple de-
partments and disciplines. 

“For a lot of people, I think 
it’s very difficult to even con-
template changing. I think a 
lot of faculty are interested in 
changing, but they just don’t 
know how to do it,” biology 
professor and R.L. Weintraub 
endowed chair Robert Don-
aldson said.

To help professors adjust 
to new teaching methods, 
the University is providing 
financial and functional sup-
port for the STEM-Education 
Group’s series of workshops 
and seminars, the latest of 
which featured Robin Wright, 
associate dean of the depart-
ment of genetics, cell biology 
and development at the Uni-
versity of Minnesota.

At the event Friday, which 
attracted about 50 attendees, 

the advocate for lecture-free 
biology courses stressed that 
professors’ enthusiasm to-
ward encouraging group dis-
cussion would make the dif-
ference in effectively teaching 
science, technology, engineer-
ing and mathematics courses.

“I think that there’s a big 
movement right now across 
the nation, in fact across the 
world, to make science more 
accessible to more students,” 
Wright said. “We all are real-
izing that a lot of the problems 
that the world faces have po-
tentially scientific solutions.”

The Center on Education 
and the Workforce at George-
town University released a 
study last month highlight-
ing concern that science, 
technology, engineering and 
mathematics professionals 
will only make up 5 percent 
of all workers in the U.S. 
economy by 2018.

Computer science profes-
sor Rahul Simha, one of four 

faculty members who orga-
nized the STEM-Education 
Group, said the University is 
poised to take the leap into 
active learning with this se-
mester’s addition of more 
studio labs in Tompkins and 
Monroe halls.

“Hardly a day goes by 
when you don’t read about 
the concern about the number 
of STEM graduates and the 
quality,” Simha said. “I think 
this University in some way 
or the other has to face this 
issue, so one way we thought 
we could contribute to this 
discussion was to organize 
this seminar series.”

Studio labs, which foster 
active learning, were made 
popular by North Carolina 
State University a decade 
ago. The two new classrooms 
provide a preview for the 
studio labs that will have a 
large presence in the Science 
and Engineering Hall when it 
opens in 2015, Simha said. 

Introductory science 
classes for non-science majors 
are of special concern for sci-
ence, technology, engineering 
and mathematics professors 
at GW. Physics department 
chair Allena Opper said stu-
dents who take these classes 
as graduation requirements 
tend to write them off.

“In a lecture classroom, 
they can sit in the back. But in 
a studio classroom, they have 
to be involved,” Opper said.

After a decade of infor-
mally pushing for more active 
learning at the University, as-
sistant professor of biology 
Hartmut Doebel said he has 
seen progress since the hiring 
of Vice Provost for Teaching 
and Learning Stephen Eh-
rmann last summer.

“For the first time, I 
feel like the University is 
behind that full-throttle,” 
Doebel, who also helped or-
ganize the STEM-Education 
Group, said. u

Science professors test interactivity in large courses
by cory weiNberg
Hatchet Staff Writer

Television.
Heather Date, associate di-

rector of the Global Media In-
stitute and producer for "The 
Kalb Report," said Freedman’s 
efforts to establish GW part-
nerships with CNN, POLITI-
CO, the National Press Club, 
the Newseum have facilitated 
“unique, hands-on learning 
opportunities for students and 
our greater community.”

Freedman represents one 
of the few remaining GW 
leaders handpicked by former 
University President Stephen 
Joel Trachtenberg. 

He was the third-highest 
paid professor at the Univer-
sity in fiscal year 2010, accord-
ing to the most recent financial 
disclosure documents. 

After leaving GW, Freed-

man will assume a new posi-
tion as senior vice president 
and professor at the Univer-
sity of Maryland’s University 
College, a global higher edu-
cation and professional stud-
ies program. 

At UMUC, Freedman will 
develop online programs for 
mid-career journalists who 
want to revamp their careers 
in the digital age. He is en-
thusiastic about the chance 
to educate journalists who 
want to learn more about the 
developments that have been 
changing the field since their 
careers began. 

Even with his heavy in-
volvement in the Global Me-
dia Institute, Freedman be-
lieves that what he will miss 
most about the University is 
teaching.

“My greatest experience at 
GW is being in the classroom 
with students,” he said. “It 
tops everything.” 

Lindsay Underwood, a 
2011 SMPA graduate, said she 
found Freedman’s radio news 
course inspirational. Under-
wood, who went on to intern 
for the Global Media Institute, 
now works as its program as-
sistant. 

“He has helped me to 
become the person I want to 
be, both personally and pro-
fessionally, and has always 
pushed me to dream a little 
bigger,” she said. 

Freedman will continue to 
work with “This Just In!” and 
“The Kalb Report” through 
the end of the year, and will 
remain actively involved in 
the Global Media Institute as 
it searches for its new director. 
Marvin Kalb, professor emeri-
tus at Harvard University and 
host of “The Kalb Report,” 
said the show will continue as 
long as Freedman remains its 
producer. 

“Whether the program is 

co-sponsored by GW or the 
[University of Maryland] is 
less important than that it con-
tinue at the same level of eth-
ics and excellence – and that 
means Mike remains with the 
program to give it direction 
and class,” Kalb said. “Work-
ing with Mike Freedman has 
been one of the joys of my life 
– professional and personal.”  

SMPA Director Frank 
Sesno called Freedman “a 
hard act to follow,” saying the 
University will sorely miss his 
presence. 

“He has brought a spe-
cial dedication that has made 
a huge difference in people’s 
lives,” Sesno said. 

Both of Freedman’s sons, 
as well as one daughter-in-
law, graduated from the Uni-
versity, and he said he and his 
wife will remain connected to 
the community. 

“I don’t think I could ever 
fully leave GW,” he added. u

Graduate students be-
gan working with University 
administrators to change the 
policy this fall. They voiced 
concerns that adult members of 
a student organization attend-
ing an off-campus happy hour 
without advanced registration 
were technically violating GW's 
Alcoholic Beverage Consump-
tion and Distribution Policy. 

Last week, the University 
allowed the Student Bar As-
sociation’s annual Halloween 
party to have fewer Respon-
sible Alcohol Managers than 
normally required. 

The pilot event tested a 
50-to-1 ratio of attendees to Re-
sponsible Alcohol Managers, a 
decrease from the usual 20-to-1 
requirement, Assistant Dean 
of Students Tara Pereira said. 
Pereira is the acting head of the 
University’s Center for Alco-
hol and other Drug Education, 
which trains “sober monitors” 
in alcohol poisoning identifica-
tion and prevention. 

“From everything I’ve 
heard, it went perfectly fine,” 
Pereira said. 

President of the Student 
Bar Association, Nicholas Ni-
kic, agreed that the off-campus 
party went smoothly, but ques-
tioned the significance of sober 
monitors at all.

“I just don’t see the practical 
effect of having them around,” 
Nikic, 26, said of the Responsible 
Alcohol Managers.  “I person-
ally believe I am able to regulate 
where and when I drink.”

The alcohol policy is Uni-
versity-wide and previously did 
not distinguish between gradu-
ate and undergraduate student 
organizations. It applies to all 
student events, including those 
hosted at off-campus venues. 

Student organization events 
must be registered with CADE 
five days in advance, a snag for 
law students hoping to socialize 
at city happy hours.

The pilot 50-to-1 ratio will 
also be tested at the Diwali ban-
quet, hosted this week by the 
South Asian Law Student As-
sociation.

A committee of Student 
Bar Association members is 
working to develop a proposal 
for the University that would 
change its procedural alcohol 
policy as well.

The committee wants to 
streamline the process of reg-
istration by making it in-house 
through the law school or by 
putting it online, a possibility 
Pereira said may come in the 
spring.

Pereira insisted that “fi-
nite details” are not yet of-
ficial, but Nikic said he ap-
preciated the University’s 
cooperation. 

“In a way, they are respon-
sible for us,” Nikic said. u

Despite efforts to increase 
senior participation, the total 
will likely be significantly less 
than last year’s record $90,000 
– a figure that includes senior 
contributions and Luther Rice 
matches – because of the lack 
of a matching gift. 

Hartman declined to 

say why Luther Rice Society 
members were not matching 
the gift this year.

“We’ll still raise a substan-
tial amount of funds for the GW 
community,” she said.  “We 
will be able to leave a legacy as 
memorable and diverse as our 
class through participation.”

Seniors will still designate 
their individual gifts to the 
department, student organiza-
tion or University initiative.

Hartman said the com-
mittee is in private discus-
sions with other donors, but 
declined to elaborate, saying 
only that “philanthropy is 
highly personal and it takes 
time.”  

The Class of 2011 saw 
43-percent participation in its 
campaign – a figure Hartman 
hopes to see top 50 percent 
this year.

More than 200 seniors 

have already donated – nearly 
double the amount at this time 
last year. 

“But the campaign isn’t 
just about dollars raised for 
a particular cause,” Hartman 
said. “It’s about getting the 
class excited to become alum-
ni, fostering those GW alumni 
connections, and instilling a 
culture of philanthropy before 
we head to the National Mall 
for Commencement 2012.” u
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FotoWeek DC’s exhibits are a pho-
tographic bazaar, offering a little bit of 
everything to peak curiosity.

The vitality of opening night is 
almost intimidating. With a massive 
crowd moving in all directions, a steady 
hum of conversation and music meld-
ing into an indistinguishable amalgam 
of sound and so many things to see, it 
can be hard to know where to start.

FotoWeek DC has proven itself year 
after year to be an innovative, no holds 
barred celebration of photography. Now 
in its fourth year, what started as a way 
to celebrate D.C.-area photographers 
has become a way for photographers 
from diverse nations, genres and skill 
levels to showcase and garner apprecia-
tion for their art.

“Washington photographers, and 
regional photographers had never been 
awarded for great work. No compe-
titions, or awards or showcase. And 
there’s never been a festival of photog-
raphy here, and the combination of the 
two ideas – I talked to some photogra-
pher friends, they talked to theirs and 

everybody loved it,” Theo Adamstein, 
founder of FotoWeek DC, said.

The level of interest in the Dis-
trict came as a shock to the photog-
raphy enthusiast.

“We had no idea there would be 
such a great response. And it just grew 
from there,” Adamstein said.

In November of 2008, the inaugu-
ral event attracted a widely unexpected 
20,000 people. By 2009, the group of-
ficially became a non-profit, adding 
educational programs, expanding to 
new venues and incorporating student 
categories. Last year, over 40,000 people 
attended the week-long event. 

This year, the group has expanded 
beyond the week of awards, incorporat-
ing various events throughout the year. 
Expansions include the National Cher-
ry Blossom Festival photo contest, the 
opening of FotoSpace – a new gallery 
in Adams Morgan – and an exhibition 
entitled “Speaking to Silence,” which 
grew from a partnership with the Hu-
man Rights Watch and the Pulitzer Cen-
ter on Crisis Reporting. 

Categories for awards encom-
pass both style and subject matter, 
creating ample space for any picture 

that an artist or novice photographer 
wants to share.

This year's entries range from a de-
mure picture of light shining through 
a gauzy curtain, to heartbreaking im-
ages of families in Mexico torn apart 
by drug wars.

The Friday night launch party 
served a dual purpose as an opportu-
nity to preview the contest winners and 
to socialize with the winning artists and 
fellow art-minded guests.

Richard Mosse’s project “Infra,” 
which uses Cold War-era film to cre-
ate a shocking pink effect that offsets 
his commentary on the intense politi-
cal climate of the Democratic Repub-
lic of Congo, was a particular crowd 
favorite, as many observers returned 
several times to gaze at the astound-
ing historical visuals.

The upcoming week will include 
expert panels and seminars, entire ex-
hibits devoted to single themes, parties 
to mingle with fellow art enthusiasts 
and, for those interested in improving 
their work, portfolio reviews. With 
over 50 events left to go throughout 
the week, the group’s celebration of 
photography is only just beginning.

The FotoWeek DC team received 
over 5,000 submissions in genres, 
ranging from crisis photojournalism 
to environmental conservation, all of 
which were showcased in thumbnail 
form on one crowded wall.

 “It’s everybody. It’s profession-
al photographers, amateur photog-
raphers, enthusiasts – we call them 
photo fanatics – children, families, 
collectors, curators,” Adamstein 
said. “Photography these days is 
the medium of our time, I think. It’s 
so accessible.” u

As the weather starts to cool 
down, comfort foods, like brisket 
and macaroni and cheese, begin to 
heat up. At Hill Country Barbecue 
Market, you can have these dishes 
in an atmosphere fit for a college 
kid.

The dining room greets guests 
with its long, wood-
en communal-style 
tables, each clad with 
a roll of paper towel. 
Large flat screen tele-
visions broadcast the 
current sports games, 
a never-ending bar displays vari-
ous spirits and beers on tap and the 
waiters and hostesses are dressed 
like true cowboys and cowgirls.

Modeled after the historic 
Kreuz Market in Lockhart, Texas, 
the ordering process is fast and 
efficient. Just pick up your meal 
ticket, scan over the various meats 
and side dishes and get in line at 
the respective stations. Your meat 
is served to you on butcher’s paper, 
and the bountiful sides are gener-
ously scooped into paper cups. 
Pick up your individual cardboard 
sandwich tray and some silver-
ware, and you have your entire 
meal within about five minutes.

But deciding which kind of 
meat you want is a process in itself. 
My three friends and I decided we 
wanted to try as much variety as 
we could, so we opted for one of 
the Dine-In Specials, which pro-
vide an assortment of dry-rubbed, 
oak-smoked meat and a few sides. 
We went with The Two-Step, for 
$49, which is recommended for 
two people but served the four of 
us plentifully. The meal includes 
a half-pound of lean brisket, two 
pork spare ribs, two beef ribs, half 
of an all-natural chicken and two 
“Heapin' Helpins” – medium sized 
sides. We chose the Longhorn 
Cheddar Mac & Cheese and Sweet 
Potato Bourbon Mash.

The lean brisket, $20.25 per 
pound, was definitely my favorite 
of the four meats. It was tender, 
juicy and rare, and the moment 
I began to chew, I could taste the 
smokiness in the back of my throat. 
The chicken, $9 per pound, and 

ribs, $12.50 per pound, had a simi-
lar effect. The smokiness became a 
bit overwhelming, but the ribs were 
still some of the most flavorful I’ve 
ever tasted.

Even the sides did not disap-
point, each richer than the previ-
ous. The mac and cheese, at $5.50 

for a single serv-
ing, was deliciously 
creamy and cheesy. 
The Sweet Potato 
Bourbon Mash, at 
$4.50 for a single 
serving, had a pro-

found bourbon flavor but was still 
rich, silky and sweet. We also tried 
the green bean casserole, for $4.50, a 
Thanksgiving classic complete with 
fried onions; German potato salad, 
for $4.50, warm and creamy with a 
bit of a tang and the $3.95 Cool as a 
Cucumber Salad. Tart yet sweet, the 
cucumber salad provided a pleas-
ant contrast in textures and flavors 
to the other creamy sides. But I 
can’t forget the skillet cornbread, 
$3.50. Just as it sounds, the bread 
had a pronounced cornmeal flavor 
and spongy, yet moist texture, per-
fectly crisp on the outside.

The dessert options were pre-
sented on a lunch tray. The $6 apple 
crisp was a little acidic, but it was 
redeemed by its tasty crumble top-
ping. The $6 rice pudding was just 
as our waiter described it: “Good, 
but I’m sure you’ve had rice pud-
ding before.” The brûléed top was 
a nice twist, though. The $6 sweet 
potato bread pudding tasted like 
sweet potato pie with chewy pil-
lows of dough dispersed through-
out. Definitely a winner if you like 
sweet potatoes. 

At the end of the evening, 
my friends and I were reluctant 
to look at the bill. But we were 
pleasantly surprised when we re-
alized it would only cost each of 
us $25. With enough food to feed 
a small army, Hill Country ensures 
that none of its customers leave 
hungry. The knowledgeable and 
friendly wait staff and comforting 
atmosphere make for a combina-
tion that is hard to come by. So will 
I be returning to Hill Country? As 
soon as possible. 

Two rap icons, one night in harmony
As the endless array of houselights 

faded to black, 15,000 fans were lit up with 
echoing screams. 

Their frenetic shouts welcomed the 
silhouette of a figure emerging from cen-
ter stage, making up half of the headlin-
ing duo. Illuminated by a sea of cell phone 
screens and camera flashes, the spotlights 
ignited on rap superstars Kanye West and 
Jay-Z, launching the D.C. stop of their 
“Watch the Throne” tour. 

The rhyming twosome opened up 
the Thursday night show with their fast-
paced, beat-heavy single, “H.A.M.”

The star-packed concert, featuring a set 
list of over 30 songs, was performed on the 
Verizon Center's monstrous main stage, as 
the theatrical overflow spilled out on to a 
smaller square stage. Lasers, JumboTron 
images and pyrotechnics enlivened the 
high-energy performance.

“D.C., y’all ready to party with 'Watch 
the Throne' tonight?” Jay-Z asked early in 
the show to an animated audience.

Jay-Z dove into his old-school rap vault 
to perform some of his crowd-favorite clas-
sics, including the 2003 hit “Dirt Off Your 
Shoulder” and decade old jam “Izzo,” in 
addition to songs from his new album.

West, who sported black tights and 
a leather kilt for the majority of the 
show, also performed several of his 
newer chart-topping hits, like “Heart-
less” and “Stronger.”

Both superstar artists engaged the au-
dience often throughout the performance, 
by calling out, “D.C., make some noise!” 
and “Put your hands up!”

In addition, Jay-Z and West frequently 
let the audience finish the lyrics a capella, 
an act that brought broad smiles to both 
rappers’ faces.

Live video of the performance was 
interlaced with visual montages on two 

prominent JumboTrons.
For West’s 2010 star-studded collabo-

ration “Monster,” the screens projected 
vicious looking cats, bears and wolves. 
During the performance of the 2011 exis-
tential religious realization, “No Church 
in the Wild,” the projections evolved into 
scenes of baptisms, marching priests and 
the Ku Klux Klan.

West and Jay-Z had a humorous 
interaction during which West talked 
about being inspired by Jay-Z’s video 
for the player’s anthem “Big Pimpin,” 
released in 2000. The song itself was the 
most commercially successful hit off the 
Brooklyn native’s album, “Vol. 3… Life 
and Times of S. Carter.”

The dialogue then evolved into the be-
ginning of the 2005 money-obsessed track, 
“Gold Digger,” by West, and later, the 2004 
track, “99 Problems,” by Jay-Z.

West also restarted his more recent 
song “All of the Lights” three times in a 
clearly rehearsed routine to turn all the 

stage lights on for the performance.
When the lights finally came on, a 

flashing backdrop of blinding spot-
lights and dazzling lazer effects illumi-
nated fans in a glow of green, blue and 
yellow radiance. 

As Kanye West, jumping and running 
erratically around the stage, screamed 
out “Bounce! Bounce!” the entire crowd 
danced and clapped along with the rever-
berations from “Niggas in Paris,” a single 
from West and Jay-Z’s 2011 “Watch the 
Throne” collaborative album.

After the multitalented rappers left the 
stage, the audience’s raving cries brought 
them back on stage.

“Oh we ain’t done. Where the hell did 
everyone go?” Jay-Z said.

After concluding with Jay-Z’s appro-
priately selected track, "Encore," Kanye 
West saluted the audience as Jay-Z 
said, “D.C., thank you for a beautiful 
night. Get home safe so we can keep 
doing this shit every day.” u

Jordan eMonT | aSSiSTanT PHoTo ediTor
Kanye West, left. performs alongside fellow rap icon Jay-Z, right, 
at the Verizon Center Thursday night. 

by Jordan eMonT
Hatchet Staff Writer

Lauren Katz

The comfort of BBQ in  
Penn Quarter

aSHLeY LUCaS | HaTCHeT PHoToGraPHer 
BBQ mixes with southern comfort food at Hill Country Barbeque Market in 
Penn Quarter, offering cafeteria-style dining at affordable prices. 

Celebrating the moment 

MiCHeLLe raTTinGer | Senior PHoTo ediTor
Top: The FotoWeek DC launch party 
was held at the historic Corcoran 
Gallery of Art. Bottom: Patrons gaze at 
a print by Guillem Valle, a photographer 
from Spain who won third prize in the 
portraits singles category. 

by aMULYa SHankar
Hatchet Reporter

Restaurant Review: Hill Country Barbecue Market
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lonergan era begins in foggy bottom
What does the 

Mike Lonergan 
era mean? 

The new head coach 
will tell you with no 
measured pause, no 
avoidance. He’s clear 
and direct, holding 
eye contact, deter-
mined to pass along 
his message. 

“I want to win,” he said. “I want 
to compete for A-10 championships, 
be in the top third of the league con-
sistently. That’s my ultimate goal. If 
you’re in the top third of this con-
ference, you have a chance at post-
season.”

The quick, pointed answer is from 
a coach with a mission. Lonergan is, 
for all intents and purposes, an archi-
tect – here to build a new program. 

l l l
At times, it seems as if Lonergan 

is working to construct two teams: the 
squad that will take the court this sea-
son and the Colonials of the future.

Lonergan knows his team doesn’t 
have the depth it truly needs. He 
knew it when he took over a team 
without center Joseph Katuka, who 
graduated last spring, and he knew it 
when redshirt sophomore center Day-
mon Warren decided to transfer this 
fall. He also knows that at the end of 

this season, no matter what the out-
come, he will lose three players, leav-
ing even more holes in the roster.

The situation is almost forcing 
his hand, detracting from the time he 
wants to spend with this year’s team as 
he tries to build for the future.

“Because of the situation we’re in, 
where we are going to lose three very 
good seniors and we have to increase 
the talent level, I’ve had to spend a lot 

See Lonergan: Page B6

by ELIzAbETH TrAYNor | Sports Editor



For most of last season, 
lasan Kromah would sit sleep-
less in his bed, taunted by the 
thought of basketball.

the thought was there when he was 
watching television, too, or reading, or eat-
ing, or listening to music or talking with his 
friends. always basketball. 

sidelined for a year after a standout 
rookie season, Kromah saw the sport ev-
erywhere. It blanketed his conversations 
and his television stations. When he closed 
his eyes at night, Kromah couldn’t sleep, 
distracted by images of the game playing 
out in his head.

those nights, there was only one thing 
to do: head to the smith Center. armed 
with 24-hour access, Kromah would let 
himself in, turn on the lights and shoot. 

“any time, if I was laying down 
watching tV, and if I saw basketball, 
thought about basketball, I’d go to the 
gym. any free time I had, take a nap, go 
to the gym, late night, can’t sleep, go to 
the gym,” Kromah said. “the only peo-
ple that would be here, I would just hear 
the janitors clearing the floor at one, two 
o’clock in the morning.”

over and over, slicing the ball through 
the air, the only sound in the building his 
ball against the backboard, Kromah would 
silently play against his injury. 

“I’m in this building a lot of strange 
hours and lasan’s always here,” athletic di-
rector Patrick nero said. “there’s not a day I 
haven’t seen him in the gym. and I give him 
a lot of credit. He willed himself there.”

l l l
At first, the magnitude of the injury 

didn’t hit Kromah. after an outstanding 
rookie season earned him Preseason all-
atlantic 10 third team honors, Kromah 
was abruptly sidelined before the 2010-
2011 season began, felled by a torn lisfranc 
ligament in his left foot.

He knew he was sitting out for the 
season, but that didn’t register. not until 
he watched his friends try to construct a 
season without him did Kromah truly 
grasp what his injury meant.

“It was like if you were trying out for 
something and all of your friends were 
with you, but then you were the last person, 
just left out, we're going to go without you. 
I just wanted to be along with everybody 
and wasn’t capable of it,” Kromah said. 

still, Kromah was determined to re-
main a part of the team. He was at every 
practice, including the early morning shoot-
ing drills, and sat on the sidelines during 
games, clad neatly in business dress, will-
ing his teammates to succeed.

It wasn’t easy. Kromah had never 
been away from the game for such a long 
stretch, and the feeling of having the ball 
ripped away from his hands drove him 
crazy. He struggled to feel like a part of the 
team, battling crushing guilt at being un-
able to join his teammates on the court.

Ironically, it was the teammate who 
shouldered the loss of Kromah who end-
ed up demonstrating how important he 
still was to the Colonials. senior guard 
tony taylor, who exploded to lead GW 
offensively in Kromah’s absence, ran to 
the sidelines one game and brought the 
injured guard back to the team.

“I think it was against Boston Univer-
sity, we were down and everybody was 
talking and at halftime, tony comes up to 
me and says, ‘What do you see out there? 
What can we do better?’ ” Kromah said. 
“It’s different when you hear it from a 
teammate than from your coaches.”

With that question, Kromah found 
his motivation to return to the court. He 
spent time during games as a de facto 
coach, examining plays, offering advice, 
consulting with the rest of the bench. His 
time on the sidelines gave him a greater 
tactical appreciation for the game, he 
said, something he intends to carry with 
him when he returns to play this season.

l l l
With a boot on his foot, there wasn’t 

much Kromah could rehabilitate on the 
court. Below the floor where he plays as a 
Colonial, Kromah waged his greatest battle 
against his injury. With assistant athletic 
director for strength and conditioning Ben 
Kenyon and assistant athletic trainer shan-
non Clegg, Kromah began, slowly, to make 
his way back to play.

the exercises were gradual, Kenyon 
said. they focused on maintaining the 
strength and power in Kromah’s legs, 
slowly increasing the stress and pressure 
of each workout. the slow pace was of-
ten maddening, Kromah admitted, but he 
pushed through. He would do whatever it 
took to get back to the game. Kenyon said 
the guard had his high days and low days, 
but never once faltered from his goal.

“It’s a long process, the lisfranc, the 

actual injury. It’s a tough inju-
ry to work with, because you 
don’t want to overstep. He was 
very anxious to get back out,” 
Kenyon said. “When it came 
to squats, lunges, we kept it 
basic. His feet always had to 
be on the ground. He could 
never go into a place where his 
foot was at an angle.”

It wasn’t easy. even when 
the boot came off, Kromah was 
shocked at how small his injured 
leg was compared to the other, 
the result of lost muscle mass after 
months of being supported. 

He worked his way back to the 
court, and when the strength and 
conditioning workouts progressed 
to the point where Kromah was 
ready to play at full strength, he ea-
gerly grabbed a ball. But even that 
return, just in time for pickup in may, 
presented its own challenges.

“I was just so relieved and grateful 
to be back,” Kromah said. “I didn’t shoot 
a basketball full speed for three or four 
months. I needed to make my body used 
to that type of motion again.”

 
l l l

In practice, there’s little indication 
Kromah is returning from a severe inju-
ry. spectators might hold their breath as 
he drives in the paint, but his teammates 
don’t think twice about charging the 
guard, doing anything they can to keep 
him from the basket. 

He’s back, Kenyon said, “winning 
all the sprints,” and drilling shots from 
all areas of the key. 

first-year head coach mike loner-
gan was reduced to studying statistics 
and film of Kromah, not sure what he’d 
see once the guard returned to the court. 
But Kromah didn’t disappoint, lonergan 
said, pointing to the speed and athleti-
cism the junior contributes as particularly 
important to GW’s roster.

During a team scrimmage oct. 29, 
Kromah stole the ball from his opponent, 
zipped around the flustered player to 
charge down the court, matched by taylor. 
Kromah pulled up, examining the court in 
a flash, and sent the ball to a waiting Taylor, 
who slammed it home decisively. It was ex-
actly the type of play his teammates have 
come to expect, recognizing the benefits 
Kromah adds to the roster.

“lasan is such a good player that he 
takes a lot of things to heart, as he should. 
We could have used him on the court, but 
he did a great job of just motivating every-
body,” taylor said. 

l l l
Kromah is itching for the season to 

start. spending a year on the sidelines 
has made him hungrier and determined. 
Kromah’s ready to return, ready to prove 
himself after the most frustrating year of 
his life – one capped by the helplessness 
he felt on the bench during the Colonials' 
last game of the season, when they fell 
in overtime of the first round of the A-10 
tournament to saint Joseph’s.

“overtime against saint Joe’s, oh 
God,” Kromah said. “We tied the game 
up, and in my head, as soon as it went to 
overtime, it was so frustrating. I thought if 
I was in there, something different might 
be happening. It made it worse.”

now, that’s the past. 
now, Kromah’s back, and he’s go-

ing to push himself until everyone else 
knows he’s back, too.

now, when lasan Kromah closes his 
eyes, basketball still dances in his head. But 
this time, he’s playing.

“oh man,” Kromah said. “I just know 
I’m going to have butterflies in my stom-
ach, just nervous and anxious. It’s going to 
be like the first time stepping on the court. 
I can’t wait for that day. even going into 
the locker room, seeing my jersey, putting 
it on, tying my laces, it’s just going to be 
like a whole beginning again.” u
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File PHoto
Junior guard Lasan Kromah drives to the basket during a game in his standout freshman season. Following his performance that year, 
he was awarded preseason All-Atlantic 10 third team honors in 2010 before injury kept him from taking to the court last season.

Junior guard Lasan Kromah 
returns to the court for the 

Colonials after an injury 
sidelined him last season

BACK
IN THE

GAME
by eliZaBetH traYNor |  Sports Editor
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J
unior forward isaiah armwood 
wants an opportunity to show his worth 
on the basketball court. 

But he’ll have to wait a season for 
that chance.

in 2009, after being ranked as one of 
the 50 best high school basketball players 
in the country by EsPn, armwood headed 
to Villanova university to play for head 
coach Jay wright. he envisioned himself as 
an important contributor for the champion-
ship-caliber team, but armwood struggled 
to earn consistent playing time as a wild-
cat. despite serving as a captain for the 
team, he wasn’t earning regular minutes 
and he wanted a team that would give him 
a chance to shine. 

“Coach wright and i sat down and 
talked and he had plans for me and i had 
other plans for myself,” armwood said. 
“we didn’t see eye to eye on how i should 
be played, so we decided to go our sepa-
rate ways.”

armwood left Villanova and headed to 
foggy Bottom. a Baltimore native, arm-

wood wanted the opportunity to play clos-
er to home, a desire that married perfectly 
with first-year head coach mike Lonergan’s 
desire to bring more players from d.C. and 
its surrounding areas to Gw. 

nCaa transfer regulations force arm-
wood to sit out for the 2011-2012 season, 
but he’ll have two years of eligibility re-
maining and he can practice with the team. 
armwood said it isn’t ideal to be on the 
sidelines, but he is grabbing court time the 
only way he can.

“it’s very frustrating, knowing that i can’t 
really get onto the court when games come 
around, it’s just a hard thing to deal with,” 
armwood said. “But i will bring my best ev-
ery day in practice like i’ve been doing.”

one of the most vocal players on the 
court, armwood directs his teammates on 
their defensive assignments during inter-
squad scrimmages. during stoppage of 
play, he pulls freshman and sophomore 
players aside, explaining how to best guard 
their matchup. 

it’s clear his teammates already value 
his opinion. during practice, they fall into 
step with him on the court, taking the time 

to discuss footwork, plays, attacks. arm-
wood enjoys an easy camaraderie with the 
rest of the Colonials, laughing and joking 
with his team in between drills.

“i don’t think it’s hard at all to get along 
with these guys. all of the guys, like [junior 
guard] Lasan Kromah, [senior guard] Tony 
Taylor, [graduate student forward] Jabari 
[Edwards], they are all real easy to fit in 
with,” armwood said.

his efforts as a teammate don’t go unno-
ticed. first-year head coach mike Lonergan 
watches armwood in practice, impressed 

not only by the forward’s relationships 
with the rest of the squad, but his athleti-
cism, his drive and power.

in fact, Lonergan’s only frustration with 
armwood right now is his inability to play.

“it’s going to be hard for him sitting out 
the year,” Lonergan said. “he’s one of the 
top two or three players every day in prac-
tice, our best rebounder, a great leader, he 
competes in every drill. he is really helping 
our team, even though he won’t be able to 
play this year. i couldn’t be happier with isa-
iah right now. i just wish he could play.” u

J
onaThan daVis and John KoPriVa 
admit their dorm room needs 
more decoration. But more im-
portantly, so does the smith 

Center.
while the freshman forwards have 

hung only a single michael Jordan post-
er in their Potomac house room, they 
care more about hanging champion-
ship banners from the arena’s rafters.

davis and Kopriva will take the 
court this season as the spawns of 
what Kopriva referred to as a “new 
era” in Gw basketball. and they’re 
in it together, whether that means 
adjusting to first-year head coach 
mike Lonergan’s offensive strategy 
or coping with their new lives as 
collegiate student-athletes.

“Both of us are hundreds of miles 
away from home, so it’s not like we 
can just ditch over and go home real 
quick,” Kopriva, a milwaukee, wis. 
native, said. “we have to rely on each 
other. it’s great to have a big group of 
friends, but it’s special to have one guy 
where you’re in it for the long run.”

Placed in a room together while 
taking classes on campus this sum-
mer, the two formed such a close 
bond that staying together for the 
school year was a logical decision. 
They have an ease in their nature 
that comes with close friendship, 
spending most of their time together 
and adopting each other’s fashion.

“J.d.’s grandma knit us a scarf and 
hat with our initials in buff and blue, 
so those will be broken out pretty soon 
once it starts snowing,” Kopriva said.

The two living together was once 
an unlikely scenario. davis and Ko-
priva weren’t even supposed be team-
mates, not to mention roommates. 

Last april, the two freshman for-
wards were on different paths. davis 
was headed to Gw as a member of 
one of the strongest recruiting class-
es of former head coach Karl hobbs’ 
career. Kopriva planned to attend the 
university of Vermont to play for the 
Catamounts’ then-head coach Lon-

MAKING HIS MARK
One of the Colonials' most talented players won't be on the court this year, but that hasn't stopped Villanova transfer Isaiah Armwood from

by jake deitcher  |  Hatchet Staff Writer

''
''

It's very frustrating, knowing that I can't really get 
onto the court when games come around, it's just a 

hard thing to deal with. But I will bring my best every 
day in practice like I've been doing.

IsaIah armwoord
Forward

Men's Basketball

michelle rattinger | senior Photo editor
Freshman forwards John Kopriva, left, and Jonathan Davis, right, play a video game in their shared room in Potomac House. 
Their competitiveness carries onto the court, they say, where the two often challenge each other during GW practices.

by cory weinBerg |  Hatchet Staff Writer

TAKING A ROOMMATE 
BOND TO THE COURT
Freshmen Jonathan Davis and John Kopriva want their strong 
relationship to bolster their play for the Colonials this season.

''

''

Both of us are hundreds of miles away from home, so it's not like we can just ditch over and go home real quick. We have to rely 
on each other. It's great to have a big group of friends, but it's special to have one guy where you're in it for the long run.

John KoprIva
Forward

Men's Basketball

ergan. But their fates collided when 
the new director of athletics, Patrick 
nero, released hobbs, hiring Loner-
gan away from Burlington. 

Kopriva requested to be released 
from his national Letter of intent 
with the Catamounts, and followed 
Lonergan to Gw. davis was the lone 
hobbs freshman recruit to stay in 
foggy Bottom.

“i really liked coach hobbs a lot, 
but i talked to my parents and we 
chose the school for everything,” da-
vis, who is from simi Valley, Calif., 
said. “i lived on the west Coast my 
whole life, so i wanted to venture out 
and kind of grow up and be a man.”

sharing a living space isn’t easy 
for any new freshman and the two 
Colonials are no different. while 
both agreed they were generally 
courteous roommates, davis and 
Kopriva made sure to set some 
ground rules for co-habitation.

“We did fill out a roommate 
agreement. J.d.’s got to keep his hair 
products on his side,” Kopriva said.

Lonergan’s leadership is energiz-
ing, davis said, and there’s a goal that 
the first-year head coach and the rook-
ie roommates have in mind. it drives 
all of them with a clear passion.

“we want to win the a-10. i’ve 
never come to a school thinking that 
we’re going to lose or caring that 
we’re low in the rankings,” davis 
said. “we see that, but it’s just moti-
vation for us to prove people wrong 
and come out and win.”

Kopriva wants to provide the 
Colonials with a spark in the paint, 
speaking of following in the footsteps 
of fellow big man Jabari Edwards, 
who has worked with the freshman 
in workouts and practices.

The two are eager to take the court 
together, looking to transfer their re-
lationship as roommates and friends 
into a formidable force on the court.

“it’s going to be us two hope-
fully creating matchup problems for 
the other team,” Kopriva said. u

michelle rattinger | senior Photo editor
Junior forward Isaiah Armwood looks down the line at his teammates during an Oct. 29 practice. NCAA rules keep Armwood from playing for GW until next year.
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Conference games are in gray 

11/08/11   vs. UDC (exh.) – Smith Center @ 7 p.m. ET 
11/13/11   at UT Arlington – Arlington, Texas @ 4 p.m. ET
11/16/11   vs. Morgan State – Smith Center @ 7 p.m. ET
11/19/11   vs. Virginia Tech – Smith Center @ 2 p.m. ET
11/23/11   at Auburn – Auburn, Ala. @ 7 p.m. ET
11/26/11   vs. Radford – Smith Center @ 2 p.m. ET
11/30/11   vs. Old Dominion – Smith Center @ 7 p.m. ET

NAVY CLASSIC
12/02/11   vs. Maine – Annapolis, Md. @ 3:30 p.m. ET
12/03/11   vs. Houston – Baptist Annapolis, Md. @ 6 p.m. ET

12/11/11   at Georgetown –  McDonough Arena @ 2 p.m. ET
12/18/11   vs. Loyola, Md. – Smith Center @ 2 p.m. ET
12/22/11   at George Mason – Fairfax, Va. @ 7 p.m. ET
12/28/11   at William & Mary – Williamsburg, Va. @ 7 p.m. ET
12/30/11   vs. Rutgers – Smith Center @ 7 p.m. ET
01/02/12   vs. American – Smith Center @ 2 p.m. ET
01/07/12   vs. Fordham  – Smith Center @ 5 p.m. ET
01/11/12   at Richmond – Richmond, Va. @ 7 p.m. ET
01/14/12   vs. Charlotte – Smith Center @ 2 p.m. ET
01/18/12   at Rhode Island – Kingston, R.I. @ 7 p.m. ET
01/21/12   at Duquesne – Pittsburgh, Pa. @ 2 p.m. ET
01/25/12   vs. Saint Louis – Smith Center @ 7 p.m. ET
01/28/12   vs. Dayton – Smith Center @ 2 p.m. ET
02/04/12   at St. Bonaventure – St. Bonaventure, N.Y. @ 1 p.m. ET
02/08/12   vs. Xavier – Smith Center @ noon ET
02/11/12   vs. Richmond – Smith Center @ 2 p.m. ET
02/15/12   at Temple – Philadelphia, Pa. @ noon ET
02/19/12   at Massachusetts – Amherst, Mass. @ 2 p.m. ET
02/22/12   vs. La Salle – Smith Center @ 7 p.m. ET
02/26/12   at Saint Joseph’s – Philadelphia, Pa. @ 2 p.m. ET

ATLANTIC 10 CHAMPIONSHIP 
hosted by Saint Joseph’s
03/02/12   First Round – Philadelphia, Pa. @ TBA
03/03/12   Quarterfinals – Philadelphia, Pa. @ TBA
03/04/12   Semifinals  – Philadelphia, Pa. @ TBA
03/05/12   Final  – Philadelphia, Pa. @ TBA

Conference games are in gray 

11/06/11   vs. Bowie State (exh.) – Smith Center @ 6 p.m. ET
11/11/11   vs. UMES – Smith Center @ 7 p.m. ET

PROGRESSIVE CBE CLASSIC:
11/13/11   at California  – Berkeley, Calif. @ 9:30 p.m. ET
11/21/11   vs. Detroit – Bowling Green, Ohio @ 5 p.m. ET
11/22/11   vs. Austin Peay – Bowling Green, Ohio @ 5 p.m. ET
11/23/11   at Bowling Green – Bowling Green, Ohio @ 7:30 p.m. ET

12/01/11   at Kansas State  – Manhattan, Kan. @ 8 p.m. ET

BB&T CLASSIC:
12/04/11   vs. VCU  – D.C. – Verizon Center @ 2:15 p.m. ET

12/07/11   vs. Loyola, Md. – Smith Center @ 7 p.m. ET
12/10/11   at Syracuse – Syracuse, N.Y. @ 7 p.m. ET
12/15/11   vs. Bradley – Smith Center @ 7  p.m. ET
12/22/11   vs. James Madison – Smith Center @ 7 p.m. ET
12/28/11   vs. UAB – Smith Center @ 7 p.m. ET
12/31/11   vs. Delaware State – Smith Center @ 3 p.m. ET
01/04/12   at St. Bonaventure – St. Bonaventure, N.Y. @ 7 p.m. ET
01/07/12   at Saint Louis – St. Louis, Mo. @ 8 p.m. ET
01/11/12   vs. Rhode Island – Smith Center @ 6 or 7 p.m. ET
01/14/12   at Harvard – Cambridge, Mass. @ 2 p.m. ET
01/18/12   vs. Richmond – Smith Center  @ 7 p.m. ET
01/21/12   vs. Charlotte  – Smith Center @ 7 p.m. ET
01/25/12   at La Salle – Philadelphia, Pa. @ 7 p.m. ET
01/28/12   at Fordham  – Bronx, N.Y. @ 1 p.m. ET
02/01/12   vs. Xavier  – Smith Center @ 7 p.m. ET
02/04/12   vs. Massachusetts – Smith Center @ 7 p.m. ET
02/08/12   at Temple  – Philadelphia, Pa. @ 6 p.m. ET
02/11/12   at Richmond  – Richmond, Va. @ 5 p.m. ET
02/18/12   vs. Saint Joseph’s – Smith Center @ 4 p.m. ET
02/22/12   at Charlotte – Charlotte, N.C. @ 7:30 p.m. ET
02/25/12   vs. Duquesne – Smith Center @ 2 p.m. ET
02/29/12   vs. La Salle – Smith Center @ 7 p.m. ET
03/03/12   at Dayton – Dayton, Ohio @ noon ET

ATLANTIC 10 CHAMPIONSHIP
03/06/12   First Round – Campus Sites @ TBA
03/09/12   Quarterfinals –  Atlantic City, N.J. @ TBA
03/10/12   Semifinals – Atlantic City, N.J. @ TBA
03/11/12   Final – Atlantic City, N.J. @ TBA

Men's schedule woMen's schedule 

Cal: The Colonials 
head to the Haas 
Pavilion to square 
off against Cal in the 
CBE Classic, facing 
a team that reached 
the second round of 
the NIT last season.

Syracuse: GW returns 
to the Carrier Dome 
for the first time in 
almost 20 years, 
taking on a team that 
traveled to the third 
round of the 2011 
NCAA tournament.

Richmond: The 
Spiders, the 
defending A-10 
champions, defeated 
the Colonials twice 
last season, including 
a crushing four-point 
loss in February.

Saint Joseph’s: GW 
will be looking for 
revenge as it faces 
the Hawks, who upset 
the Colonials in the 
first round of the 
A-10 tournament last 
season.

Georgetown: The 
Colonials face their 
District rival, taking 
on a Hoyas squad 
that traveled to 
the Regional round 
of the 2011 NCAA 
Championship.

Rutgers: GW plays 
against its second 
opponent that 
reached the 2011 
NCAA postseason 
when it faces 
Rutgers, which 
traveled to the 
second round of the 
tournament.

Dayton: The Colonials 
will face the Flyers, a 
team that ended GW’s 
postseason run in 
the first round of the 
A-10 tournament last 
season.

Temple: GW will 
look to redeem itself 
against the Owls, who 
handed the Colonials 
the worst loss in 
program history – 89-
36 – last season.

Kopriva averaged 14 points, six 
rebounds and 3.5 blocks per game while 
shooting 58 percent as a senior last 
year at Milwaukee’s Marquette High 
School. Kopriva originally committed 
to the University of Vermont but asked 
to be released to follow head coach 
Mike Lonergan to GW. His physical, 
athletic play made him a standout 
during preseason practice.

John Kopriva 
Year: Freshman
Position: Forward
Height: 6-foot-8
Hometown: Milwaukee, Wis.

''

''

John is part of our rotation 
right now and has picked 

things up quickly.
Mike Lonergan

Head Coach
Men's Basketball
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JOHN KOPRIvA 

MEN'S

Taylor carried the Colonials offensively last 
season, starting every game, leading the 
team in scoring, assists and steals, and is a 
2011 All-Atlantic 10 Preseason First Team 
pick. This season, Taylor will be looked to 
not only as an offensive catalyst on the court, 
but as a leader – head coach Mike Lonergan 
has a desire for Taylor, fellow senior Aaron 
Ware and graduate student Jabari Edwards 
to set the pace for GW.

Tony Taylor
Year: Senior
Position: Guard
Height: 6-foot-1
Hometown: Sleepy Hollow, N.Y.

''

''

I feel like I have something 
to prove every time I step 

on the court.
Tony TayLor

Senior Guard 
Men's Basketball

nemanJa miKic
Year: Sophomore
Position: Forward
Height: 6-foot-8
Hometown: Novi Sad, Serbia

''

''

We know he can shoot, and 
I tell him I’d like him to do 

more than shoot.
Mike Lonergan

Head Coach
Men's Basketball

Mikic’s freshman season can be summed 
up in one shot: the three-pointer. The 
Serbia native lead all of Division I in 
three-point percentage, shooting 43.6, 
was the team leader in three-pointers 
made, with 75, and set the new bench-
mark for most three-pointers by a fresh-
man at GW. But he’ll need to be a con-
sistent scoring threat for GW this season 
and Lonergan wants to see the forward 
develop his game past the trey.
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NemANJA mIKIC

Danni JacKson
Year: Junior
Position: Guard
Height: 5-foot-3
Hometown: Dumfries, Va.

Jackson carried an injured GW roster 
last season, leading the Colonials and 
finishing 29th in the A-10 in scoring, 
averaging 10.4 points per game. She 
also led the team, and was fourth in the 
A-10, with assists per game, averaging 
4.2. This year, head coach Mike 
Bozeman wants his biggest source of 
offensive firepower to switch from 
point guard to shooting guard.

sara mosTaFa
Year: Senior
Position: Center
Height: 6-foot-5
Hometown: Galloway, N.J.

Mostafa averaged 8.1 points on 42.7 
percent shooting and 4.0 rebounds 
last season. Head coach Mike 
Bozeman believes Mostafa can be 
a commanding force in the post for 
the Colonials, and has structured his 
new motion-oriented offense to better 
utilize her skills. 

Tara BooKer
Year: Senior
Position: Forward/Guard
Height: 6-foot-1
Hometown: Galloway, N.J.

Booker led the Colonials with 58 three-
pointers last season, earning eighth place 
on the all-time list at GW. She lead her 
team in treys and in rebounds, averaging 
6.8 per game, and averaged 9.3 points 
per game. Booker returned to the court 
last season after a knee injury ended her 
sophomore campaign, and she will be 
looked to this year to provide a consistent 
source of offensive power for the Colonials 
as the team looks to make a comeback. 
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TARA BOOKeR

''

''

We want to put her in a 
position where we can 
maximize her total gift. 

Mike BozeMan
Head Coach

Women's Basketball

''

''

I think I have one of the most 
fundamentally sound post 
players in our conference 

in Sara Mostafa. 
Mike BozeMan

Head Coach
Women's Basketball

''

''

Since we had to take an early 
leadership role here, it prepared 

us for senior year. 
Tara Booker

Senior Forward
Women's Basketball

MEN'S

MEN'S

women's

women's

MeN's aNd woMeN's Players to watch



When current seniors 
tara Booker, sara Mostafa 
and tiana Myers put on their 
colonials uniforms for the 

first time in 2008, they were suiting 
up for arguably one of the strongest 
women’s programs in the country.

GW posted double-digit wins 
for 19 straight seasons under for-
mer head coach Joe McKeown. His 
career record at GW was 441-154, 
turning the Colonials into a na-
tional contender. But when current 
head coach Mike Bozeman took 
over, the team’s identity changed 
– faltering, winning just 14 games 
over the past two seasons. 

The seniors watched their Co-
lonials fall quickly by the wayside. 
They have yet to catch a glimpse of 
the successes they were promised, 
save a 2009 postseason WNIT bid. 
But as the three enter this season, 
they’re not discouraged.

“It’s disappointing, yes, because 
when you sign to go to a top 25 pro-
gram you know what you expect, you 
expect to go to the Sweet 16,” Myers, 
a senior guard, said. “But at the same 
time, I have no regrets. I think it’s a 

learning experience. I think every-
thing happens for a reason.”

After six straight seasons of the 
program traveling to the NCAA 
tournament prior to the seniors’ 
arrival, including back-to-back 
Sweet 16 appearances, the Colo-
nials have not advanced past the 
first round of the A-10 tournament 
during the seniors’ careers.

“I don’t even think you can 
put into words the frustration that 
we had over the past two years,” 
Myers said. “If you told me...that 
my sophomore and junior year 
we would only have six or seven 
healthy people, I wouldn’t have 
believed you, because it’s very un-
common. I look at it as a learning 
experience. It’s yesterday and we’re 

looking towards tomorrow.”
Booker, Mostafa and Myers 

were asked to step into a difficult 
situation from the start. After the 
Colonials graduated many of their 
standout players, they needed to 
assume leadership roles as sopho-
mores, looked to as guides for a 
young team that saw its roster con-
tinually depleted by injury. 

The experiences of the seniors 
shows in their relationships with 
one another and with their team-
mates. During practice, joined 
by fellow senior guard Kristin 
Aldridge, who transferred into 
the program last season, all four 
step up to direct play. Once the fi-
nal whistle sounds, they break out 
into smiles, gently mocking the 

rest of the squad and laughing as 
they head to the sidelines. 

The most experienced members 
of the team are determined to lead 
it back to its former heights. Their 
strong relationship and experience 
can only help them push GW to suc-
cess, and the seniors are determined 
to lead by example – post-practice, 
as the rest of the team cleared the 
court, Aldridge remained, running 
through shooting drills with assis-
tant coach Richard Moore.

“Since we had to take an early 
leadership role here it prepared us 
for senior year,” Booker, a senior 
forward, said. “This year, having 
played with each other for a couple 
years, we have that chemistry that 
we didn’t have before.”

Head coach Mike Bozeman has 
been outspoken about his desire to 
revamp his offense this season, and 
will look to his seniors to lead the 
way. Booker and Myers have been a 
reliable source of offensive power for 
the Colonials in the past, and Boze-
man calls Mostafa a “fundamentally 
sound post player” that he believes 
can be a cornerstone of GW’s attack. 
And Aldridge, he said, has emerged 
as a reliable point guard that can di-
rect the team’s attack. 

“People like Sara Mostafa, get-
ting her the looks,” Bozeman said. 
“Tara Booker, asking her to score 
and also get the ball to the post, get 
the ball to the shooters.”

His players agree. It’s their 
senior year, and they’re ready to 
make it count. 

“Really, the past two years, any-
thing that could go wrong went 
wrong, so it really just made us that 
much stronger. We learn that much, 
and now, we know exactly what not 
to do,” Mostafa, a senior center, said. 
“Just everything we’ve been through, 
we’re sick of losing. We want the 
championship this year.” u
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GuARD DANNI JACKSON 
stands only at 5-foot-3, but 
her presence on the basket-
ball court is undeniable. 

Leading GW with an average 
of over 10 points per game last 
year, Jackson re-emerged as a cru-
cial player for the Colonials after 
a devastating leg injury kept her 
on the bench for the majority of 
her freshman season. 

“I don’t really play like a 5-foot-
3 person. On the court, you know, 
it’s all about heart. It doesn’t really 
matter about your size,” Jackson 
said. “I don’t go out on the court 
saying, ‘Oh my God, I’m a midget.’ 
I just go out there and play.” 

After playing as a point guard 
for her first two years at GW, Jack-
son will switch to the shooting 
guard spot this season, one of the 
many components in head coach 
Mike Bozeman’s new motion-ori-
ented strategy for the team. It’s a 
switch in the nature of her play, 
from the player designated to lead 
the attack and direct the play on 
the court, to a pure offensive po-
sition, tasked with getting to the 
basket quickly and accurately.

Switching positions doesn’t 
present the same type of adver-
sity as the broken left fibula that 
required season-ending surgery 
her freshman season. Jackson’s al-
ready fought a harder battle, one 
that only cemented her status as a 
leader for the Colonials.

“She has been through a lot of 
injuries and situations that would 
have caused most people to walk 
away from the game. But from 
these situations Danni has actu-
ally only gotten better,” junior 
forward Megan Nipe said. “She’s 
also physically strong, which 
helps the team’s perception of her 
as a leader.”

The reason for the change, 
Bozeman said, is his belief that 
Jackson’s talent as a scorer can 
be utilized more in the shooting 
guard position. The responsibili-
ties that come with being a point 
guard – controlling the ball and 
running plays – detract from her 
pure shooting talent, he said.

“I think she’s a 6-foot do-it-all 
in a 5-foot-3 body. Her skill sets, I 
would match them up with any oth-
er guard in the country,” said Boze-
man. “We want to put her in a po-
sition where we can maximize her 
total gift, which is that she’s a great 
all-around player. Despite any defi-
ciencies people might see because of 
her size, she’s just a great player.”

Jackson knows she’s a solid 
player on the offensive side of 
the court. Her strength, quickness 
and shooting ability allow her to 
explore all of the different ways to 
put points on the scoreboard. 

Many times, Bozeman said, 
opponents see her as such a threat 
that they will devise their defens-
es around her alone. 

“She makes us a different team. 
She’s a threat from the outside, 
she’s a threat to go to the basket 
and she’s a threat to create a scor-
ing opportunity either for herself 
or for her teammates at all times,” 
Bozeman said. “I think she has 
a great basketball IQ too, which 
helps her utilize these weapons.”

But Jackson isn’t content with 
resting on her considerable offen-
sive laurels. She’s also not content 
with only challenging herself to 

learn a new position.
This year, Jackson is adamant 

about picking up her defensive 
play to complement her already 
strong offensive repertoire. 

“My ability on offense is just a 
God-given talent, so I don’t focus 
on offense as much. But I do re-
ally need to focus on defense this 
year,” said Jackson. 

Jackson admits she feels that a 
lot of the responsibility for having 
a successful season rests on her 

shoulders, but she tries to elimi-
nate the pressure each time she 
steps on the court, knowing that 
her team plays best when they’re 
just having fun. 

Jackson said, she’s got one 
goal in mind as she dons her uni-
form again: the A-10 tournament.

“We improve as a team every 
year, we just don’t get the wins,” 
said Jackson.  “This year we have 
to both get the wins and make the 
tournament.” u

michelle rattinGer | senior Photo editor
Senior guard Kristin Aldridge, far left, senior center Sara Mostafa, left, senior forward Tara Booker, right, and senior guard Tiana Myers, far right, sit in their locker room, where they'll step into leadership roles for GW in their final season.

Last chaNce to fuLfiLL great exPectatioNs
Driven by unrealized dreams, four seniors are determined to lead the 

Colonials back to their former height this season.
by neil sharma |  Hatchet Staff Writer

''

''

It’s disappointing, yes, because when you sign to go to a top 25 program you know what you expect, you expect to go to the Sweet 16. 
But at the same time, I have no regrets. I think it’s a learning experience. I think everything happens for a reason.

TiaNa myers
Guard

Women's Basketball

francis rivera | assistant Photo editor
Junior guard Danni Jackson surveys a play during an Oct. 28 Colonials practice. This season, she'll switch from point guard to 
shooting guard, a move head coach Mike Bozeman said is designed to allow the potent shooter more opportunity at the net.

a star shooter
Junior guard Danni Jackson doesn't let her small stature 

stop her from being an explosive offensive force.
by Brennan murray |  Hatchet Reporter
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W
omen’s basketball head 
coach mike bozeman knows 
pressure. 

Pressure is in life-or-death 
situations, he said, not contracts.

“I was a cop for eight and a half years 
in Prince George’s County. I was a nar-
cotics agent for three and a half years,” 
bozeman said. “When we left the roll 
call, my sergeant used to say, ‘make sure 
you go home tonight.’ that’s pressure.” 

But as he enters the final year of his 
contract as the leader of the women’s 
team, bozeman is under another type of 
pressure, looking to improve from where 
the team finished a season ago. After as-
suming his role as head coach and lead-
ing the women’s basketball team to the 
WnIt tournament in 2009, their 10th 
consecutive postseason appearance, the 
program’s once-formidable record of 
success plummeted. 

the Colonials have recorded only 14 
wins over the past two seasons. Plagued 
by injuries, GW finished in the bottom 
half of the a-10 in the last two seasons, 
posting only three conference wins each 
year, a record junior guard danni Jack-
son described as “frustrating”. 

“Coming out of high school, we all 

came from winning programs,” Jackson 
said. “the losing wasn’t really known to 
us. We didn’t know how to react to it. the 
fact that we’ve been injured these past two 
years, with so many injuries to many key 
players, has added to the frustration.”

It is a frustration bozeman is deter-
mined to shake. With four senior leaders 
returning to the team and his roster no 
longer depleted by injuries, bozeman is 
optimistic about GW’s chances to im-
prove this season. his preparations in-
clude sweeping reform, looking to bring 
a new approach to the court. In addition 
to bringing on two new assistant coaches 
– tamika louis and kristin Cole – the 
Colonials will be running a new system 
on offense.  

although he didn’t want to give too 
many details away, bozeman allowed 
a glimpse into his new approach, high-
lighted partially by switching junior 
point guard danni Jackson to a shooting 
guard position. after researching differ-
ent systems in the offseason, bozeman 
believes he has found an offense that will 
allow the Colonials to capitalize on their 
advantages on the court.

“I think I have one of the most funda-
mentally sound post players in our con-
ference in [senior center] sara mostafa,” 
bozeman said. “I wanted to introduce a 

new offense, something that was going 
to maximize everybody’s skill sets. I was 
a little concerned last year at how much 
double team mostafa faced. I went out 
and researched and found an offense 
that would make it difficult to double 
team the low post. It’s been working re-
ally good, and the girls are taking to it.”

as he takes the court in the fourth 
year of his tenure as head coach, bozem-
an has a 31-57 record over three seasons. 
he’s not accustomed to a losing record. 
bozeman refers to himself as “a winner,” 
and certainly didn’t anticipate these 
struggles when he assumed the role.

With no extension signed, one direc-
tive is clear: to extend bozeman’s con-
tract, improvements must be made. It’s 
clear in the mission statement of first-
year athletic director Patrick nero, who 
is determined to push all intercollegiate 
athletics teams to new heights. It’s time, 
nero said, for the women’s team to re-
turn to its former power.

“I need to see that that’s the direction we 
are going back to,” nero said. “[bozeman] 
is in a situation where wins and losses are 
going to say a lot. We can’t continue where 
we are today. We have to see progress.”

an uncertain destiny aside, bozeman 
said he’s not thinking about his contract. 
the pressure of the situation hasn’t af-

fected how he’s preparing his team to 
take the court, he said.

“If I had a 10 year contract I would 
still approach [the season] the way I’m 
approaching it,” bozeman said. “I want 
to teach these young ladies the game of 
basketball. In the process of that, teach 
them things that are going to help them 
be successful in life, and to get out of bas-
ketball exactly what I got out of basket-
ball. When the quote-unquote pressure 
hits you, you work harder.”  

His team was picked to finish ninth 
in the atlantic 10, but bozeman doesn’t 
find the slot distracting or frustrating. 
Preseason rankings are subjective, he 
said, not something the coaching staff 
subscribes to.

“to me, it’s all guess work,” bozeman 
said. “they haven’t seen what [this team] 
is capable of. I’m very confident in this 
group, and I’m very confident in what I 
have done preparing for this season.”

bozeman has emphasized to his 
team the importance of focusing on the 
season and not concerning themselves 
with his status. 

“I fully believe that I am the person 
for this job,” bozeman said. “I think I 
have the support around me, and I think 
I’m in a position now where I can relax 
and just coach.” u

GaBriella Demczuk | HatcHet staff PHotoGraPHer
Head coach Mike Bozeman stands in the center of his players at the end of an Oct. 28 practice, giving them some final directives. Bozeman's revamped his offense as part of his efforts to bring success to the court this season.

by Dan wriGHt | Hatchet Staff Writer

RETURNING POWER TO FOGGY BOTTOM
Mike Bozeman enters the last season of his contract as head coach, determined to realize his winning dreams

micHelle rattinGer | senior PHoto eDitor

Lonergan takes helm of shifting GW program

more time recruiting than I normally 
do,” lonergan said. “We don’t have 
as much depth, or as much outside 
shooting as we like.”

lonergan wants to bring in size, tal-
ent and speed and he wants to attract 
players that will help him create the 
powerhouse program he envisions. 

but that’s still next year. and more 
than anything, lonergan wants to win 
with the team he has.

l l l
lonergan’s players dwarf him in 

stature. In practice, it’s easy to lose sight 
of the head coach as he weaves around 
the court, running through his team, di-
recting them during play. then he pops 
up on the sidelines, blowing his whistle 
to emphasize a point, handing the ball 
over for a quick inbound, and returning 
to the action. associate head coach hajj 
turner follows, as assistants Pete strick-
land and kevin sutton take notes from 
the sidelines, but lonergan’s in the mix 
among his players.

In practice, no coach works with a 
specific category of players, each staff 
member rotating through each mem-
ber of the roster. lonergan and his staff 
stress a defensive mindset, emphasizing 
fundamentals and footwork. the team 
runs through a lot of skills stations, 
graduate student forward Jabari ed-
wards said, lonergan breaking down 
its play at the most basic level.

When the whistle blows in practice, 
the team knows to stop, fall silent and 
turn to its new head coach for direction. 
they know he wants them to succeed – 

the biggest indicator is his notoriously 
thick playbook, which senior guard 
aaron Ware calls “football-like.” It’s a 
tangible measure for the players to see 
the amount of work lonergan is putting 
in to craft the program.

“It’s a lot of plays, but we need 
them,” senior guard tony taylor said. 
“basketball games come down to the 
last five minutes of the game, and 
that’s when we’re going to need to ex-
ecute the most.”

the fresh plays from the new coach 
may pay off, but for the team it is a 
daunting task to be handed a new way 
to play the game. but even more daunt-
ing is the job lonergan is tasked with: 
cultivating relationships – and trust – 
with a roster while taking them through 
the X’s and o’s of his style.

lonergan wants a lot from his team. 
he wants to see his players go inside 
more, develop a better post-up game, 
hinting at a flex offense. He wants to 
strengthen their basic basketball skills. 
he wants to see junior forward dwayne 
smith – whose absence because of inju-
ry is “killing” the team – return to the 
court. he wants to see sophomore for-
ward nemanja mikic do more than just 
shoot three-pointers and develop the 
rest of his game. lonergan doesn't give 
a complete glimpse into his game plan, 
but he wants a defense-first focus, em-
phasizing the importance of rebound-
ing and follow-through.

more than anything else, lonergan 
wants his team to be ready.

“We’ve tried to scale back, but we’re 
far from really having a good grip on 
any of our offenses. that’s something 
that’s taking a longer time than I’ve ex-
pected. We need a lot of practice time, 
and we’re going to keep working on it,” 
lonergan said.

l l l
lonergan doesn’t expect miracles, 

and neither do the people who hired him 
or who play for him. From players to 
coaching staff to athletic director Patrick 
nero, everyone recognizes the magni-
tude of what the head coach has taken 
on, and the length of the process. he’s 
quick to stress this team will have ups 
and downs, that not every game will be 
a victory, not every play will look perfect. 
the Colonials face a challenging non-con-
ference schedule that may well see more 
losses than victories. but even that has a 
purpose: to make the team competitive 
and prepared, and to raise its profile.

no one is anticipating miracles, but 
no one is willing to settle, either. lon-
ergan said though he understood why 
his team was slotted eighth in a-10 pre-
season rankings, he still “took it as a little 
bit of an insult.”

so did his boss. nero, who wants 
the “lonergan era” to be synonymous 
with the “GW era,” hallmarked by ath-
letic success, doesn’t back down from 
holding lonergan accountable for the 
job he was hired to do.

“none of us came to GW to be 
eighth, that’s for sure. maybe eighth 
in the country, but not eighth in the 
league,” nero said. “but it’s a process, 
and it’s a long process.”

lonergan didn’t come to settle. 
and he doesn’t intend to let his play-
ers use anything – not the team’s 
depth challenges, not injuries, not a 
coaching change, not a difficult sched-
ule – as an excuse.

“It’s not a motivation thing, it’s just 
factual. When they’re judged on their ca-
reers, 10, 20 years from now, no one is go-
ing to remember if you made second team 
all-conference,” lonergan said. “they’re 
going to remember if you won.” u

LONERGAN
continued from B1



Men's, women's squash 
drops Georgetown

IN BrIef

Last word

"We start practicing 
in September and we 
don't end until the 
first week of March." 

–Wendy Lawrence, 
squash head coach, on the long, 
demanding seasons of her teams.

Sports
elizabeth traynor
Sports Editor
etraynor@gwhatchet.com

NuMBer 
cruNch 5 The number of sets played by the 

volleyball team in each of its home 
victories this weekend.

H
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The men’s and women’s 
squash programs opened their 
seasons with decisive victories 
over Georgetown Friday night, 
with both teams defeating their 
District rivals 9-0.

The Colonials emerged 
strong and ready to play, despite 
head coach Wendy Lawrence’s 
concerns that opening the sea-
son’s play against a cross-town 
rival would distract GW.

“It’s our first match of the 
season, so the pit bull is al-
ways that people are real 
nervous. There’s this expec-
tation of Georgetown’s rival-
ry; it’s the first match of the 
season; you’ve got all these 
hometown crowds here,” 
Lawrence said. “So the big 
worry is that people are a 
lot more wired and pump a 
lot more adrenaline surging 
through their body than they 
realize, and they kind of for-
get basics, and they’re not 
thinking of their game plan.”

Junior Islam El-Fiky was a 
standout competitor, sound-
ly defeating his opponent in 
three games: 11-6, 11-5 and 
11-6. The rest of the No. 17 
men’s team was equally 
sound. Seniors Jose Calderon 
and Adam Pistel, juniors Sam 
Ehrlich and Player Haynes 
and freshman David Moxley 
all picked up victories.

Lawrence said her teams 
have three goals for the sea-
son: to move up in rankings, 
to never be upset and to 
defeat teams the Colonials 
have not beaten before.

“The higher we get in the 
rankings, the harder that is,” 
Lawrence said. “We got a 
pre-season ranking this year 
of 14. We moved up one from 
the end of last year. We’re try-
ing to shoot to get two, three 
or four spots higher.”

The No. 14 ranked wom-
en’s squad also came into 
their match determined to 
send a message to the Hoyas. 
Sophomore Jackie Shea said 
she thought the team came 
out pretty strong because it 
concentrated on being well-
prepared for competition.

"We’re trying to focus on 
going back to basics,” Shea 
said.

Shea, who won her match 
3-0, with scores of 11-5, 11-6 
and 11-7, is joined in the wom-
en’s top three by sophomores 
Kelly Barnes and Adriana Cal-
deron, who both won their 
matches 3-0. Senior Lauren 
Mathieu earned a narrow 12-
10 win in her first set, sweep-
ing her opponent 3-0.

Even with successful 
matches across her rosters, 
Lawrence still focused on 
how she can help her players 
improve going forward, exam-
ining how their play changes 
under pressure.

"We start practicing in 
September, and we don’t 
end until the first week of 
March,” Lawrence said. “It’s 
a constant struggle to keep 
these kids from being sick 
and hurt.”

The Colonials next travel 
to Annapolis, Md. on Nov. 12, 
where the women will face 
Drexel and the men will take on 
both Drexel and Northwestern.

–Mary ellen McIntire

Director of Athletics Patrick 
Nero expressed support last week 
for changes to student-athlete finan-
cial aid, saying the measure would 
help reduce the expense of living in 
the District.

At an NCAA Division I Board of 
Directors meeting Oct. 27, the board 
enacted the new policy, which al-
lows student-athletes to receive up 
to $2,000 more institutional financial 
aid a year.

“For GW, it’s something we’re 
supportive of because, as most kids 
who go to school here understand, 
when you’re in a metropolitan mar-
ket, it’s just more expensive to live,” 
Nero said.

The Atlantic 10 Council of Presi-
dents and Directors of Athletics fol-
lowed the NCAA’s direction Nov. 
2, approving “a conference-wide 
policy to fund the total cost of atten-
dance for men’s and women’s bas-
ketball grant-in aids,” adding that 
each institution can adopt similar 
measures for all of their intercolle-
giate athletics programs.

The decision is driven by a de-
sire to remain strong in the face of 
ongoing conference realignment, the 
league said. The NCAA legislation 
allowed conferences to add the ex-
tra financial aid if they approved it 
as a league, and the Atlantic 10 was 
quick to adopt the measure.

“This is a really positive decision 
for the Atlantic 10 that will immediate-
ly impact our recruiting in the sports of 
Division I men’s and women’s basket-
ball and reinforces the national com-
mitment the A-10 has to basketball,” 
Atlantic 10 commissioner Bernadette 
V. McGlade said in a press release.

How the additional funding would 
specifically be doled out at GW has yet 
to be discussed, Executive Director for 

Athletics Communications Brian Sere-
no said, but it would likely come from 
the pre-existing pool of athletics aid. 
Sereno declined to comment on the 
exact amount of the existing financial 
aid pool.

Nero said despite the switch, he 
didn’t anticipate undue stress on 
current funds.

“You’re looking at maybe 25 stu-
dent-athletes at $1,000 a semester, so 
we don’t anticipate it having a major 
impact,” Nero said. “It will fit within 
our current plan for scholarships, rath-
er than needing extra dollars.”

The NCAA board also adopted 
changes to the duration of athletics 
scholarships. Institutions may cur-
rently only offer prospective student-
athletes one-year, renewable scholar-
ships, but under the new legislation, 
athletic departments could offer 
scholarships for multiple years. The 
NCAA rules and procedures sur-
rounding revoking aid and appeal-
ing cut scholarships remain the same. 
Schools would be unable to cut aid 
based solely on athletic performance, 
but would still be able to revoke 
scholarships for non-performance 
reasons, including low grades, sub-
stance abuse, misconduct and other 
prohibited behavior.

Nero said the University has yet 
to discuss the multi-year scholarship 
option, adding that it would be “in-
teresting” to see the direction that the 
proposal takes, but that the strain of 
agreeing to provide financial support 
for multiple years requires more dis-
cussion before implementation.

“It’s what they call permissive. We 
haven’t fully decided yet. We’re going 
to really talk a lot about it, because it’s 
a five-year commitment,” Nero said. 
“That can be difficult, to guarantee 
someone a scholarship for four or five 
years. So I think we’re going to talk a 
lot about it, we haven’t made up our 
mind yet.” u

The Colonials took the court this weekend fac-
ing down their last two home matches of the sea-
son with an A-10 championship slot on the line.

Hosting two teams that defeated them earlier 
in the season, GW (19-8) evened the score, win-
ning two thrilling five-set matches against Saint 
Louis and Duquesne, sealing an A-10 bid and gar-
nering some crucial momentum heading into the 
final games of the season. 

“We talked last weekend about that every 
match from this point on is very important to us, 
and that we want to take control of our future,” 
head coach Amanda Ault said. “So that’s what it’s 
been all about.”

The first test for the Colonials came Friday 
night in a match against Saint Louis, a team that 
entered the Smith Center two spots above GW in 
the conference standings. 

It was a battle from the start. The first set was 
neck-and-neck, with 16 tied scores and seven lead 
changes, but the Colonials, through high energy 
play, held on with a block from sophomore Jamie 
Armstrong that made way for a set-ending kill 
from junior Lauren Whyte. 

The Colonials were not as sharp in the second 
set, committing 12 errors. GW hit only -.026, and 
St. Louis took the set 25-20. In the third set though, 
GW came back strong, with Whyte’s five kills and 
redshirt junior Katie Crosby’s two kills and 13 as-
sists giving GW all it needed to take the set easily, 
at 25-18. 

GW lost momentum again though as they en-
tered the fourth set, quickly going down 3-0 and 
never regaining the lead. The Billikens took the set 
25-18 but the Colonials came back in the fifth set 
ready for a fight. 

With a huge kill from senior MacKenzie 
Knox to start the fifth, GW battled hard and 
eventually took the lead at 7-6. Aided by three 
blocks on the defensive side, the Colonials took 
the fifth set 15-9.

“It was a big win for us,” Ault said. “Our goal 
all season has been to be in Dayton in two weeks 
and we can take care of that by keep being consis-
tent and keep winning ball games.” 

GW looked to take care of business Saturday 
night as well, hosting Duquesne, a team that beat 
the Colonials three sets to one in September.

In what was Knox’s last home game of her 
career, the Colonials yet again found motivation 
to walk away with a victory. And much like the 
night before, GW provided fans in the Smith Cen-
ter with a thriller. 

The Colonials faced some struggles early on 
in the first set, allowing holes to form in their de-
fense and committing six errors on the offensive 
side. The Dukes took advantage from the start 
and never gave up the lead, winning the set 25-18. 
But GW returned strong in the second set, led by 
sophomore Rachael Goss and her eight kills. Ju-
nior Candace Silva-Martin held down the defense 
with five timely digs, allowing the Colonials to 
take a 25-16 set win. 

During the third set though, GW’s focus wa-
vered amid back-and-forth play until Duquesne 
jumped ahead with a 12-9 lead and held onto win 

the set and earn a 2-1 set lead. Down one set and 
on the verge of ceding the match to the Billikens, 
the Colonials jogged on the court for the fourth set 
and faced down one of their most difficult stretch-
es of play this season. GW fought through 12 tied 
scores and five lead changes in the final minutes 
of the set but finally took the set 31-29 on a service 
ace from Goss.

Coming into Saturday night, the Colonials 
had never lost a fifth set at home, and the trend 
continued against Duquesne. Solid defensive play 
proved to be the deciding factor yet again for GW, 
as they only allowed nine points and took the 
set 15-9, winning an emotion-packed thriller and 
clinching a spot in the A-10 tournament. 

Following the game, the team honored Knox 
as she reflected on her four years as a member 

of the team. 
“I’ve seen a lot of changes in this team. We’ve 

definitely gotten a very good direction and we’ve 
definitely gotten better every year. I just can’t wait 
to see what we can do in the future,” Knox said. 

Though it was GW’s last home game, the 
season is far from over. The Colonials clinched a 
tournament berth and have two regular season 
games remaining.

For now, Ault is confident in where her 
team stands. 

“I think that we’re at a good place right now. 
You always want to be playing your best volley-
ball in November. I think that we’re steadying 
some things out, getting consistent, and the team 
is gaining confidence. I’m excited about the next 
couple of weeks,” Ault said.  u

Colonials 
clinch 
postseason

shaNNoN BrowN | hatchet photoGrapher
Junior Lauren Whyte lines up to return a Duquesne shot Saturday night in the Smith Center. Whyte has been an 
offensive catalyst for the Colonials all season, and continued the trend in GW's five-set victory over the Dukes.

by BreNNaN Murray
Hatchet Reporter

voLLeyBaLL   GW 3, DuquesNe 3

Nero supportive of  
financial aid increase
by eLIzaBeth trayNor
Sports Editor

throws, which proved important 
in a physical game where the Colo-
nials shot 37 times from the line. 

The game also presented a 
chance for standout players to 
shine, notably Kromah and Taylor. 
In his return to the Smith Center 
court after missing last season due 
to injury, Kromah was command-
ing from the shooting guard slot, 
posting 23 points, six assists and 
three rebounds. Taylor added 12 
points of his own, but his play on 
the night was decidedly unselfish, 
adding nine assists and grabbing 
the ball for the Colonials with five 
steals. Senior guard Aaron Ware 
also added 12 points to the final 
tally, and freshman forward John 
Kopriva announced his arrival in 
Foggy Bottom with nine points 
on 4-of-5 shooting, adding two 
rebounds and opening the game 
with a solo 6-2 scoring run.

“Just getting that first basket 
was huge. They were all kind of 
in transition, and those fast break 
points, coach Lonergan stressed 
before the game just to run, run 
and guys were being really unself-
ish,” Kopriva said.

Lonergan cycled through 
the entire roster on the night, in-
cluding the team’s three walk-on 
players, but cautioned that fans 
shouldn’t expect to see full-roster 
play throughout the season. He’s 
still working to find a solid “eight 
or 10” players that will comprise 
the Colonials' main squad this 
season, and said those decisions 
would be finalized throughout 
practice this season.

GW took its new coach’s di-
rectives to heart during play, 
making sure to run the ball, 
which Taylor said would be the 
team’s strength this season. Lon-
ergan told the team to be un-
selfish and push the ball on fast 
breaks, Taylor said. Lonergan 

wasn’t without critiques of his 
team’s performance, alluding to 
a need to better cement its un-
derstanding of the new plays, cut 
down on turnovers (the Colonials 
had 17 on the night) and improve 
free-throw percentage (shooting 
just 56.8 percent), along with his 
desire to implement better post-
up play this season. Part of that 
approach, Lonergan said, is de-
signed around graduate student 
forward Jabari Edwards, who 
played only 14 minutes Sunday 
night, a statistic characteristic 
of the  big man that Lonergan is 
intent on changing, looking for 
more play time and offensive 
production from Edwards this 
week.

“We’re behind, we’re behind 
with the players learning the sys-
tem, probably behind more than I 
expected,” Lonergan said. “Some 
guys have picked it up, and other 
guys have really struggled, for 
whatever reason.”

But as GW left the court with 
such a decisive win, it was hard 
for Lonergan to keep the smile off 
of his face. The victory had erased 
many doubts: The Colonials didn’t 
appear to falter under new leader-
ship, and the camaraderie within 
the team was evident, with all of 
the players on the bench leaping 
to their feet with each impressive 
on-court play. Doubts about Kro-
mah’s return had been silenced, 
too, with the always-strong pe-
rimeter shooter facing down 
heavy traffic in the lane to drive 
aggressively to the basket.

As Lonergan considered the 
challenging season ahead, he had 
only one wish as he exited the 
Smith Center.

“I wish tonight counted, I 
wish we were one and oh,” Lon-
ergan said. “I don’t like exhibition 
games because you’re trying to 
win for the fans but you’re also 
trying to experiment.” u

GW opens season
from p. A1



With 18 minutes left to play in 
the final regular season match of the 
year, senior Yoni Berhanu lined up 
for one of the most significant free 
kicks of his collegiate career. 

Berhanu and the Colonials 
found themselves in a deadlocked 
game Sunday against a Duquesne 
team fighting for one of six spots 
in the A-10 tournament. Although 
GW secured a berth in the tourna-
ment Friday with a 3-0 win over St. 
Bonaventure, the Colonials, who 
were without their high-scoring 
junior forward Seth Rudolph due 
to injury, were still determined to 
emerge victorious. 

Hanging in the balance was re-
tiring head coach George Lidster’s 
200th career victory with the Colo-
nials, a chance for a bye week in the 
A-10 tournament but most impor-
tant of all: the title of regular season 
conference co-champions.

Berhanu lined up 25 yards from 
the goal, approached the ball and 
proceeded to spin it into the upper 
right corner of the goal, leaving the 
opposing keeper no opportunity 
to make a save. As the ball fell into 
the back of the net, the Colonials 
erupted in celebration, mobbing 
Berhanu as he ran to center field 
to enjoy what Lidster dubbed a 
“world class” goal. 

“I tried the same thing on Fri-
day, but the [St. Bonaventure] keeper 
made a great save,” Berhanu said. 
“This time, I tried to start it a little bit 
outside the post and have it swing in. 
[Duquesne’s keeper] was a little bit 
further on the other side of the goal, 
and he didn’t really see it, so I knew 
it was already in by then, because he 
was just watching it go past.”

The goal propelled GW to a 1-0 
lead, and the team held on to clinch 
its first regular season championship 
since 1992, far from the prediction of 
preseason polls, which placed them 
next to last in the conference. Lid-
ster, who announced his retirement 
at the beginning of the season, was 
honored before the match as the 
most winning coach in school his-
tory over his 24 years at the helm of 
the men’s soccer team. The match 
was also senior day, honoring play-
ers Mike Burke, Brice Carr, Jake Da-
vis and Berhanu in their last home 
game for GW. Lidster was quick to 
shift attention away from himself 
when asked about his retirement 
and reaching a milestone in wins. 

“I haven’t walked away from 
it yet,” Lidster said. “I’m not even 
thinking about that. I’m thinking 
about the next game.”

The Colonials got the weekend 
action off to a fast start Friday with 
a goal against St. Bonaventure in the 
first 15 minutes of play. A penalty 
was called on the Bonnies’ keeper 
as Rudolph played a pass from mid-
field into the box where he was slide 
tackled, setting up a penalty kick. 
Berhanu converted his fifth penalty 
attempt of the season for his eighth 
goal, but was not finished for the 
day. In the 35th minute, sophomore 
Tyler Ranalli scored his first goal 
of the season on a pass from junior 
Mattia Melillo to give GW a 2-0 
edge heading into halftime. Berha-
nu scored again in the 74th minute, 
rebounding his own deflected shot 
on a penalty kick, blasting it past 
the keeper on his second-chance 
attempt. Berhanu finished with 
six shots on goal, as the Colonials 
placed a total of nine shots on target 
compared to the Bonnies’ one. 

While the Colonials had the 
game well in hand, their chances of 
winning the A-10 tournament took 
a dramatic turn for the worst, when 
a collision in the opposing goal box 
left Rudolph reeling in pain with 22 
minutes to play. Rudolph had to be 
helped off the field by teammates, 
appearing to injure his right leg. Ru-
dolph, who has eight goals on the 
season, formed one of the top scor-
ing duos in the A-10 with Berhanu, 
and Lidster later explained that Ru-
dolph’s status is “day-by-day.”

“Hopefully it’s not the worst,” 
Lidster said. “We’re fearing an ACL 
or MCL [injury].”

While Friday’s match was com-
petitive, Sunday’s contest ramped 
emotions even higher. With both 
teams vying for position in the A-10 
tournament seeding, the match 
took an intensely physical nature. 
Thirty-three fouls were called, and 
three yellow cards were given out 
over the duration of play. When 
Berhanu was taken down by a hard 
challenge in the first 20 minutes of 
play, the GW bench erupted in out-
rage, throwing up their hands for a 
yellow card to be awarded. Twice 
in the first half, Duquesne’s keeper 
had to be restrained by teammates. 
As the first half progressed, call af-
ter call seemed to be displeasing the 
Colonials' coaching staff, as Lidster 
could be seen imploring the referees 
to do a better job from the sidelines. 
Lidster later declined to comment 

about the officiating. 
The Colonials' offense strug-

gled in the first half without Ru-
dolph. GW appeared stifled by 
the Dukes' defense, posting only 
three shots in the first half. But the 
Colonials' defense responded in 
kind, refusing to allow Duquesne 
a single shot on goal. 

“They were attacking us,” Ber-
hanu said. “Duquesne has great 
players, and that’s a testament to 
our defense. Our defense doesn’t 
give up goals this year. When you 
don’t give up goals, you always 
have a chance to win.”

When Melillo was taken down 
in the 72nd minute and awarded a 
free kick, Berhanu netted the game’s 
only goal. The defense resisted the 
Dukes' best efforts to score, and GW 
held on to win. As the final seconds 
ticked off the clock, fans rushed onto 
the field to celebrate the program's 
first regular season championship 
in 19 years. The Colonials (9-6-2) 
finished conference play with sev-
en wins and two losses, and were 
undefeated in five home matches. 
Anchored by a constantly changing 
defensive backline due to injury, the 
Colonials did not give up a single 
conference goal at home. 

 “We’ve never even been close 
to this in my four years,” Burke 
said. “Last year we were 3-15. We 
were picked to finish 13th this year. 
This is the best day I’ve been here. It 
feels great, but we’ve got two more 
games left.”

Lidster and his team were ec-
static after the win.

“It means a lot for the team,” 
Lidster said. “We started off the sea-
son taking one game at a time. Early 
on in the season, we didn’t quite 
have our intensity. We improved 
during the season, had a lot of in-
juries, but people have stepped in. 
Even this weekend, [Rudolph] went 
down on Friday. Big shoes to fill, but 
somebody filled them. It’s been a 
fantastic season.”

With the Colonials gearing up 
for the A-10 conference tournament, 
GW sits as the No. 2 seed and has 
earned a first round bye. 

“We want a championship,” Ber-
hanu emphasized. “A tournament is 
never guaranteed, but we put our-
selves in a great position with a bye 
week. We will definitely be able to 
look back on this no matter what 
happens and be happy with a regu-
lar season championship, but why 
stop here? We want an A-10 tourna-
ment title too.” u
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Men'S Soccer   Gw 1, DuquesNe 0

Dramatic goal lifts GW to share of A-10 title

FrAncIS rIVerA | ASSIStAnt pHoto eDItor
Head coach George Lidster exits the field surrounded by his team after it clinched the A-10 regular season championship – the first time the Colonials have achieved that mark since the 1992 season.

FrAncIS rIVerA | ASSIStAnt pHoto eDItor
Top: Defender Jake Davis collides with a Dukes opponent as he rushes to the ball. 
Bottom: Forward Yoni Berhanu, right, and midfielder Mattia Melillo, left, celebrate the win.
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A-10 Conference Tournment 
Champions: 2002, 2004 
A-10 Regular Season
Champions: 1992, 2011

NCAA South Atlantic Region 
Coach of the Year: 1987

A-10 Coach of the Year:
1989, 1992

1989: Lidster led GW to its first NCAA Tournament Sweet 16 appearance.

Did not 
coach*

*Did not coach because of yearlong sabbaticalpHoto by FrAncIS rIVerA, grApHIc by cory WeInberg

by DAnIel WrIgHt
Hatchet Staff Writer

Penalty kick earns Lidster 200th career victory in final home game
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GWMarketplace

Phone: (202) 994-7079        
Fax: (202) 994-1309
Email: classifieds@gwhatchet.com     
Web: www.gwmarketplace.com

Online classified ads are 
available FREE to all GW 
students and faculty.  
• Non-GW clients pay a small fee for 
online posting.
• Print ads begin at $10 for the first 25 
words, and $.30 per word beyond that.
• All classifieds should be placed online.  
If you cannot access the internet, ads 
may be placed via email, fax or in 
person at our office.  An extra fee may 
apply.

The Hatchet accepts Visa, Mastercard, 
American Express and Discover, as well 
as cash and check through our office.

ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE

www.gwmarketplace.com (202) 994-7079 | classifieds@gwhatchet.com

ODYSSEY & SPIRIT 
CRUISES ARE HIRING ALL 
POSITIONS!

Odyssey and Spirit 
Cruises provide high-energy, 
2-3 hour boat excursions in 
Washington DC. 
Guests come aboard 
to celebrate the special 
moments of their life. 
Our Food and Beverage 
shipmates make sure that 
we create unforgettable 
memories for our guests and 
shipmates by ensuring that 
each cruise is a unique and 
enjoyable experience. 

DISTRICT of 
COLUMBIA is now hiring for: 
- Servers 
- Server Assistants/Bussers 
- Bartenders 

CAMPUS LIFE
- Cooks 
- In House Disc Jockeys 

Our people make the 
difference. O.S.S. (Our 
Service System) helps us 
to create the best possible 
work environment and 
provide outstanding guest 
service. Our shipmates 
are dynamic, upbeat, and 
friendly. Our core values 
emphasize respect for 
one another, teamwork, 
innovation, personal 
responsibility, and honest 
communication. And above 
all, our most important 
obligation is to think and 
work safely. 

We recognize our 
shipmates for a job well 
done. Our shipmate 
appreciation program 
includes weekly heroes and 
monthly MVP's. 

And there is plenty of 
opportunity to advance. 
More than 60% of our on-
board managers were 
promoted from within. Our 
entry-level positions have 
the opportunity to learn 
skills that will qualify them 
for future management 
positions. 

If you are a U.S. citizen 
or permanent resident and 
have great attendance, we 
want to hear from you. 

Come be a part of 
the premier team in this 
exciting industry. We offer 
competitive pay and flexible 
schedules. Read the 
complete job description 
and apply on-line at www.
entertainmentcruises.com/
about/careers 

Email cbarth@
entertainmentcruises.com



GWorld Merchants &

 Every Monday - The GW Hatchet 
Use your GWorld at these locations or cut out the appropriate coupon and save on 

purchases from area businesses.

Super Saver Coupons

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS SPECIAL PROMOTION, CONTACT YOUR SALES REP OR CALL (202) 994-7682
DEADLINE FOR MERCHANTS PAGE: Prior Thursday, 4pm

Call NOW!!  - Limited Number of Participants -  Call NOW!!
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