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 Rugby winning 
stReak COntinues

Thirty students huddled 
Tuesday on the top floor of 
Duques Hall, eagerly awaiting a 
history lesson that only GW has 
been able to offer.

Federal Reserve Chairman 
Ben Bernanke led the hand-
selected class of undergraduate 
students through a four-century 
overview of central banking 
both in the U.S. and around the 
world, marking his first of four 
lectures at GW. 

Bernanke spoke for nearly 
an hour as part of the class ti-
tled, “Reflections on the Federal 
Reserve and Its Place in Today's 
Economy,” before taking four 
student questions. He also ex-
pressed excitement in reading 
the students' upcoming papers. 

In the sixth-floor classroom, 
onlookers made up of the me-
dia, faculty and a UPD officer 
noticeably outnumbered the un-
dergraduate students who, ju-
nior David Pomeroy explained, 
were well-briefed on both the 
media and security aspects of 
the class. 

“I didn’t expect it to be a nor-
mal Tuesday,” Pomeroy said. 

A dog from the K-9 unit 
sniffed students’ bags before 
they entered, marking their fi-

nal barrier to entry and adding 
a pre-class routine atypical of 
the other GW School of Business 
classes. Back in late January, 
students first had to apply for a 
spot in the class by submitting 
a resume and a one-page letter 
detailing why they are interest-
ed in the Federal Reserve. 

The class is led by professor 
Tim Fort who said after Chari-
man Bernanke’s first class that 
he thought it went very well, 
calling the lecture fun. Fort said 
Bernanke will read a selection of 
students’ papers that he deems 
to be the best in the class. 

In his first lecture, Bernanke 
stuck closely to the text printed on 
his 49-slide power point presen-
tation, explaining the role central 
banks play in the economy, the 
origin of central banks globally 
dating back to the 1600s and the 
evolution of the Federal Reserve 
within the United States. 

“One thing people don’t ap-
preciate, I think, is that central 
banking is not a new develop-
ment,” Bernanke said. “It’s been 
around for a very long time.”

To make a difference in the Dis-
trict, city council candidate Max Skol-
nik is drawing from his alma mater to 
power his campaign efforts.

The Colonials are a driving force 
behind alumnus Skolnik’s campaign 
to capture a seat on the D.C. Council 
to represent Ward 4 from an incum-
bent. The 2002 graduate said the GW 
College Democrats – with a two doz-
en-member team that has knocked 
on more than 1,000 doors – are a cor-
nerstone of his campaign.

“I couldn’t have done it without 
them,” Skolnik, a former CD, said. 
“They’re one of my strongest sup-
porters in this campaign.”  

The group has been campaigning 
for the Elliott School of International 
Affairs graduate for 10 weeks and 
plans to ramp up phone banking ef-
forts to get out the vote in the days 
leading up to the April 3 primary, 
CDs communications director Shiah 
Shahmohammadi said. She said the 
cadre feels a stronger connection with 
Skolnik than any other candidate 
they've worked with in recent years, 
and his focus on economic develop-
ment and education issues would 
better the quality of life in D.C. 

“Members have gotten to know 
him, like him and even consider 
him a friend,” Shahmohammadi 

said. “Max has been canvassing 
with us almost every weekend, so 
members have gotten to know him 
on a personal level.”

The CDs approached Skolnik 
early in his campaign, offering their 
endorsement and campaign help, she 
and Skolnik said.

Skolnik’s platform is geared 
toward education, aiming to reha-
bilitate the District’s flailing public 
school system, in line with his back-
ground in youth issues prior to run-
ning for office. He founded the local 
nonprofit Kid Power, which provides 
academic support in underprivileged 
neighborhoods and looks to boost 
youth literacy rates, after graduation. 
He is calling for a year-round youth 

The GW Law School publicly revealed 
its Class of 2011 graduate employment fig-
ures last week, amid heightened pressure 
for law schools nationwide to be more 
transparent about job numbers.

Among the top 20 law schools ranked 
by U.S. News & World Report, GW is the 
first and only institution to post updated 
employment numbers on its website 
ahead of its March 31 admissions appli-
cation deadline. Most schools report their 
data by June. 

“I wanted to make sure we posted our 
new employment numbers for the Class of 
2011 just as soon as we had them, so those 
coming to our website would have the 
most up-to-date information available,” 
Dean Paul Schiff Berman said. 

The 518 graduates, who were sur-
veyed nine months after they entered a 
constricted job market, saw slightly more 
success securing jobs than last year, with 
95.3 percent reporting that they were em-
ployed – a 0.8 percent uptick.

Nationally, about 88 percent of law 
graduates in the class of 2010 said they 
were employed nine months after gradua-
tion, in the most recent data available from 
the National Association of Law Place-
ment, but some critics claim that figure is 
inflated.

Berman attributed the rise in employ-
ment for GW students to initiatives that 
the law school has been implementing to 
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Dustin Elliot, 31, helps his son Cooper Elliot, 5, down from a cherry blossom tree lining Independence Avenue Tuesday – the first day of the Cherry Blossom Festival.
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Max Skolnik canvases door-to-door in a Takoma, Md. neighborhood as a part of his 
primary campaign for the Democratic nomination for the Ward 4 council seat.
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francIs rIVerea | assIstant Photo edItor 
Top: Ben Bernanke, chairman of the Federal Reserve, spoke Tuesday in Duques Hall 
in the first of four lectures through the GW School of Business. Bottom: Students 
needed to apply for spots in the course focusing on the Fed's role in today's economy.

Federal Reserve head 
delivers history lesson

The GW School of Business came one 
step closer last week to attaining degree-
granting status in China after establish-
ing an official partnership with the Su-
zhou Industrial Park.

The agreement, which gives GW 
teaching and office space in the Suzhou 
Dushu Lake and Science Education Inno-
vation District in eastern China, is the first 
deal signed with a Chinese government 
body after the University partnered with 
Renmin University in Suzhou last fall.

“A direct relationship with the Suzhou 
government will give us a better chance to 
get full ministry level approval to become 
a full degree-granting operation there,” 
business school dean Doug Guthrie said.

GW will join four other international 
universities, including the National Uni-
versity of Singapore, in using the new 
complex, which will be completed in 
June, Guthrie said.

For the ceremonial signing March 14 
with officials from the Suzhou Industrial 
Park, University President Steven Knapp, 
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campaign for Ward 4 seat

Ben Bernanke leads f irst lecture at GW
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Residence halls 
rubber up
Vending machines to
provide condoms on campus
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Residence hall vending 
machines add condoms
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Internship strategies for  
transfer students
Learn the tricks of getting a premier D.C. internship 
with tips from the GW Career Center and Columbian 
College of Arts and Sciences advisers.
Career Center, Room 208 • 6 to 7 p.m.

Kazakhstan and global nuclear politics
Listen to Carnegie Endowment for International 
Peace associate Togzhan Kassenova talk about 
Kazakhstan’s decision to give up nuclear 
weapons after the fall of the Soviet Union.
1957 E St., Room 602 • 9 to 10:30 p.m.

Thursday
How do I become a  
professional political junkie?
Hear National Journal editor and alumnus 
Reid Wilson discuss his path to political 
journalism. Preregistration required.
Alumni House • 6:30 to 8 p.m.

D.C. Reads Spelling Bee
Watch 47 D.C. elementary school 
students spell their way to the top 
at the third annual event.
Funger Hall Auditorium  
• 2 to 4 p.m.

SaturdayFriday

ON tHe weB www.gwhatchet.com

auDIO SlIDeSHOw
Lacrosse vs. Mount Saint Mary’s

The women’s lacrosse team took 
home a 16-8 victory Monday.

vIDeO
Women’s rugby 

After an undefeated first semester, the 
club team is striving to take nationals. 

vIDeO
Ben Bernanke

The Federal Reserve chairman gave the 
first of four business lectures Tuesday.
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Walter Isaacson, author of ‘Steve Jobs,’ signs a book Tuesday for D.C. resident Steve Luckett after Isaacson appeared on The Kalb Report at the National 
Press Club. Isaacson, president and chief executive officer of the nonprofit Aspen Institute, spent two years interviewing Jobs for the biography.
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Starting next week, scoring condoms 
will be as easy as pressing A4. 

GW will begin to stock $2 two-packs 
of male condoms in each residence hall’s 
vending machines. 

Associate Dean of Students Tim 
Miller, who introduced the idea of sell-
ing condoms in vending machines, said 
it will not cost the University money – a 
key concern that surfaced from a student 
organization’s lobbying efforts for free 
condom dispensers in residence halls.

“This is what students asked for. It’s 
an anonymous way to get condoms in 
residence halls,” Miller said said. “No 
one knows if you’re buying a Twinkie or 
if you’re buying a condom.” 

The vending machine company GW 
uses will be in charge of refilling and per-
forming maintenance on the machines. 

Members of Allied in Pride have 
called on administrators to install dis-
pensers since September, but Miller said 
the proposal was poorly vetted, unsus-
tainable and too costly. He estimated in-
stallation, maintenance and replacement 
costs for their distribution machines to be 
more than $20,000.

Students will still be able to pick up 
free condoms from Student Health Ser-
vices, the LGBT Resource Center, multiple 
student organization offices and house 
staff members’ rooms. Last year, the Uni-
versity gave out about 15,000 condoms. 

Adam Frankel, an executive board 
member of Allied in Pride, called the 
vending option an “uncalculated deci-
sion” that will negatively impact the 
University’s efforts to promote health 
and wellness. 

“We are very disappointed with the 
administration’s unilateral decision to 
propose a plan which we believe is en-
tirely contrary to our efforts,” he said.

The group also wanted dispensers to pro-
vide information about safe sex practices. 

The organization has continued to 
push for dispensers offering free condoms 
in the residence halls through a new peti-
tion, which has collected more than 300 
signatures as of March 21.

Frankel argued that GW’s take on the 
cost of free dispensers is “misguided,” 
saying each one would cost about $80 to 
$100, totaling about $3,000 for the rough-
ly 30 residence halls on campus. 

The Student Association Senate 
showed support for the project in Septem-
ber through a nonbinding resolution but 
SA leaders have taken no further action.

– Kaya Yurieff
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Students nationwide signed 
more than 130,000 letters to 
four Congressional leaders last 
week to protest the higher inter-
est rates set to take effect in July 
on some student loans. 

Subsidized Stafford loans 
– interest rates for which will 
double to 6.8 percent without 
Congressional action – provid-
ed about 4,700 undergraduate 
GW students with more than 
$30 million in education fund-
ing this year. The average subsi-
dized loan award was $4,760 in 

2011, data from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education show.

“Today student voices 
will be heard loud and clear 
by delivering over 130,000 
letters to leaders in Congress. 
Our message is simple: Don’t 
double student debt rates,” 
said Rich Williams, a higher 
education advocate with the 
United States Public Interest 
Research Group. “Rising col-
lege costs, tight family financ-
es and uncertain job pros-
pects pack a triple whammy 
for student borrowers. In this 
economy, the last thing we 
should do is double the inter-

est rates on student loans.”
In 2010, the average debt of 

GW graduates was more than 
$32,500, significantly higher 
than the national average, ac-
cording to the Project on Stu-
dent Debt's latest information. 

“Congress has effectively 
been paralyzed so there is a 
risk that, due to lack of mo-
mentum in Congress, interest 
rates could end up doubling. 
So that is why it is important 
that we are out there banging 
the drums on this issue and 
showing and reminding law-
makers that people actually 
care,” Williams said. 

Associate Vice President for 
Financial Assistance Dan Small 
declined to say if he expected 
the petition to trigger Congres-
sional action, but said GW will 
work to notify students once a 
final decision is made.

“We will have to wait until 
the debate has been finalized 
and Congress has made a deci-
sion,” Small said.

The current interest rate 
is the result of federal legisla-
tion passed in 2007, which set 
out to halve the 6.8 percent 
fee over four years. Without a 
move by Congress, the interest 
rates will return to their pre-

recession 6.8 percent July 1. 
Under the planned chang-

es, almost 8 million students 
nationwide will have to pay an 
average of $2,800 more in stu-
dent loan debt over a 10-year 
repayment term, Williams said. 
The bump in interest fees tied 
to the loans carry heavy conse-
quences, he warned. 

“Buying a home, getting 
married, starting a family – all 
of those major decisions might 
be postponed because of the 
quantity of debt a graduate 
has,” he said.

Small said he had not heard 
concerns from GW students but 

emphasized that the Univer-
sity will not react until a federal 
choice is handed down.

“I’m sure some are upset, 
but probably know it is out of 
GW hands,” he said.

Speaker of the House John 
Boehner, R-Ohio, House Mi-
nority Leader Nancy Pelosi, D-
Calif., Senate Majority Leader 
Harry Reid, D-Nev. and Senate 
Minority Leader Mitch McCon-
nell, R-Ky., the Congressional 
leaders to whom the letters 
were addressed, did not return 
requests for comment.

–Chelsea Radler 
contributed to this report.

Administrators will trek 
more than 7,000 miles next 
month to tout the Univer-
sity among students in Arab 
states, an effort to further di-
versify an international stu-
dent population that is cur-
rently dominated by a hand-
ful of Asian countries. 

Admissions officials will 
embark on a recruiting trip 
in mid-April to Saudi Ara-
bia, the United Arab Emir-
ates and Turkey to draw in 
more undergraduate and 
graduate applicants. 

The two-and-a-half week 
trip is a continuation of a 2010 
diversity effort launched by 
the admissions office, which 
sent officers to Saudi Arabia, 
the UAE, Kuwait and Egypt. 
This visit marks admissions of-
ficials’ second trip to the region 
since Sept. 11 after returning to 
hands-on outreach programs in 
the region two years ago. 

“We are a global University 
in the center of the world [and] 
the center of the United States. 
There is a desire and a need, and 
it just makes good sense to have 
a very diverse international and 
domestic population,” Associ-
ate Vice President and Dean 
of Undergraduate Admissions 
Kathryn Napper said.

Universities nationwide 
moved to increase their inter-
national student bodies with 
the onset of the recession, a 
shift experts noted would 
boost revenue because these 
students are not eligible for 
federal financial aid. Napper 
said GW's recruitment abroad 
is not financially motivated. 

Slavko Bradic, GW’s direc-

tor of international recruitment, 
said these three countries were 
chosen because of growing in-
terest from students and to fos-
ter diversity among the interna-
tional student population.

Total enrollment – includ-
ing graduate, undergraduate 
and non-degree seeking stu-
dents – from Saudi Arabia has 
crept up in the past five years, 
climbing by 29 percent to reach 
98 students last fall. The king-
dom is home to the fourth high-
est population of international 
students, far behind China, 
South Korea and India. 

Enrollment from the UAE 
over the last five years has 
been relatively stable, varying 
by only a handful of students, 
while the Turkish student 
population has dropped off by 
about one-fifth over the same 
period, according to internal 
data. This year, a total of 59 
students hail from Turkey. 

Bradic will join Napper and 
one graduate admissions of-
ficer to visit international high 
schools, speak to school officials 
and students, meet with alumni 
and promote the University 
with international admissions 
organizations like Education 
USA – a State Department of-
fice that encourages foreign stu-
dents to study in America.

The administrators’ trip 
will include 12-hour days of 
non-stop recruiting, as well as 
private lunches with guidance 
counselors and alumni. Much 
of the recruitment will occur 
in international American- and 
British-style high schools, Nap-
per said, as their international 
attendees are often already fa-
miliar with the American aca-
demic structure and necessary 
admissions exams. 

The GW representatives 
will also attend the Interna-
tional Exhibition & Confer-
ence on Higher Education in 
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia as one of 
more than 400 universities from 
around the world, just 72 of 
which are from the U.S.

“It’s very rewarding, be-
cause they’re anxious to make 
a connection to the individuals 
who represent whatever coun-
tries they’re looking to go to 
school in,” Napper said.

She added that GW already 
attracts applicants from the 
Middle East and Turkey, but 
said this trip provides an op-
portunity to build relationships 
that will expand the Univer-
sity’s international reputation, a 
goal in line with the forthcom-
ing 10-year strategic plan.

Grabbing the attention of 
international students can be 
difficult because it requires first 
convincing them to study in 
the U.S. and then encouraging 
them to apply specifically to 
GW, Napper said. While mar-
keting the University abroad 
is similar to domestic recruit-
ment, she said business and 
engineering programs tend to 
be high selling points among 
international applicants. 

Selin Habbab, a Turkish na-
tional who graduated from the 
Columbian College of Arts and 
Sciences in 2000 and remains 
active with the local alumni 
chapter, said that international 
students seek foreign schools 
with strong reputations and 
prestigious faculty.  

“Tuition and housing, of 
course, are important factors 
for all students coming from 
abroad, but more than that, the 
level of education, the vision of 
the school and how students 

benefit from the college once in 
the real world,” Habbab said.

Habbab added that GW 
facilitates the transition for in-
ternational students by hosting 
multicultural programming.

“It is always a good feel-
ing that your school does 
acknowledge your culture,” 
Habbab said. 

John Evans, president of 
the Overseas Association for 

College Admission Counseling, 
said that cultural standards of-
ten determine the priorities of 
international students applying 
to American colleges. 

“Cultural norms more than 
political institutions influence 
decisions by students and their 
families towards Western cul-
tures and university opportu-
nities,” Evans said, noting that 
prospective students’ cultural 

and religious lifestyles impact 
where they apply. 

This trip follows a trip by 
Knapp and several administra-
tors to Oman in January – “part 
of GW’s ongoing efforts to build 
strong ties with Oman, as well 
as the broader Middle East,” 
University spokeswoman Can-
dace Smith said.

–Chelsea Radler 
contributed to this report. 

Univ. admissions goes global

Loan interest rates trigger backlash from students nationally

Countries to be 
visited this April
Countries visited 
previously

SAUDI ARABIA

TURKEY

UNITED 
ARAB
EMIRATES

OMAN

EGYPT
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The U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control unveiled a new 
ad campaign last week 
showing the horrifying ef-

fects of long-term smoking. 

Say goodbye to encourag-
ing students to be “above the 
influence,” and say hello to dis-
couraging them from becoming 
cancer patients. These are the 
real effects of smoking staring 
back at you.

It is time the University fol-
lows the CDC’s initiative by 
wafting a little fresh air onto 
campus. The University's re-
sponse to on-campus smoking 
needs to be twofold: It must 
place a ban on smoking near 
buildings and also create a stron-
ger anti-smoking campaign.

Students were given the 
chance to vote on whether or not 
they would favor changing the 
outdoor smoking policy on cam-
pus through the 2012 Colonials 
for Clean Air Referendum Act 
during Student Association elec-
tions. More than two-thirds of the 
student body supported a 25-foot 
smoking barrier around campus 
buildings, protecting themselves 
from toxic second-hand smoke. 
The vote, which only directed the 
SA to vote on the matter, does at 
least signal that students want a 
debate on the smoking ban.

Perhaps it is implausible to 
tell students to smoke in the mid-
dle of the street in order to abide 
by a ban that forces them to keep 
a distance of 25 feet from Gelman 
Library. However, it is plausible 
to take some small steps toward 
a cleaner, healthier campus. 

The University has the op-
tion to place signs in windows 
to require that students keep 
away from buildings when 
smoking. While sidewalks are 
owned by D.C. and, thus, a 
University smoking ban cannot 
control them, the University still 
reserves the power to prohibit 
smoking directly in front of cam-
pus buildings.

As these steps are being 
taken toward a more breathable 
environment, GW should also 
work toward preventing smok-
ing in general.

The “Be a Quitter!” cam-
paign should remain in place, 
but a policy for those who can’t 
or won’t become quitters needs 
to be set in motion as well. 

Part of the problem is that 
the campaign simply acts as a 
stepping stone for those who 
have already chosen to quit. 
The other half of the problem 
is that the campaign’s job stops 
there. The “Be a Quitter!” cam-
paign does not actively pro-
mote quitting, and therein lies 
a major problem.

The University needs to 
create a section of the program 
that emphasizes and even dra-
matizes the effects of smoking. 
The goal should be to increase 
the “anti” in the anti-smoking 
part of the campaign. 

A University’s objective is 
to teach its students, and teach-
ing should not be restricted to 
the classroom. Real-life choices 
and the well-being of students 
are still concerns of all univer-
sities. It’s also the University’s 
role to create a healthy and pro-
ductive learning environment 
for students.

The writer, a sophomore 
majoring in political 
communication, is a 
Hatchet columnist.

Everyone fears uttering those 
three little words. 

It requires a degree of 
self-awareness, honesty and 

a willingness to be vulnerable. And 
even after reciting them in your 
head and knowing they're true, you 
still fear they'll backfire once you 
get the courage to say them.

I am, of course, referring to the 
words “I don’t know" – usually 
stated feebly after a family member 
or curious acquaintance asks what 
you want to do with your life. And 
nothing quite crystallized the im-
mediacy of making that decision as 
much as spring break did this year. 

My parents grilled me on my life 
plan. When I told a friend I was in 
a philosophy class, she asked if that 
meant I was going to law school. A 
beer pong opponent asked if I want 
to be a journalist forever.

I. Don’t. Know. 
And this is new for me. I was al-

ways “sure” of my career path and 
plans, with an explicitly charted 
course, down to the cities I wanted 
to live in for certain years of my 
life. But part of these four years is 
not knowing what lies three steps 
down the road. 

And the truth is, if we act like 
we know more than our next move, 
we’re probably fooling ourselves.

It seems as though lots of stu-
dents at GW have it all figured out. 
If college were a 30,000-foot jump 
from a plane, they’d leap gracefully, 

glide through the air and open their 
parachutes at just the right moment, 
landing softly, and with both feet, 
on the ground.

Then there are those of us who 
are still exploring what we love – 
trying out different courses and ca-
reer paths – and I imagine our falls 
look a bit more like a scene from a 
cartoon: panicked eyes sucked back 
into their sockets, cheeks flapping 
against the tremendous speed. 

In D.C. and at GW, it often 
seems as though it is necessary 
that we come onto campus know-
ing exactly what our life plans are. 
So it’s difficult to see that college is 
also a time to amble through some 
strange terrain for four years. It’s an 
adventurous free-fall with few cer-
tainties, aside from Froggy Bottom 
Mondays and Metro delays. 

And believing you know it all 
might blind you from what you ac-
tually should bear in mind.

Upperclassmen, think back 
to where you were exactly a year 
ago. Freshmen, look at where 
you are this semester compared 
to your last. Think about all the 
things that you’ve learned about 
yourself, the events that shaped 

your attitude and what makes 
your heart catch fire.

You’re pretty different, huh?
That’s college, and that’s a good 

thing.
Having it all figured out might 

be just as dangerous as having too 
many interests. Our plan today 
might completely change in five 
years. It might not even be our plan 
tomorrow. Limiting ourselves at the 
period when we’re supposed to ex-
plore could cause us to miss out on 
something life changing.

More than 50 percent of col-
lege students change their majors 
at least once, according to Princeton 
Review. People switch careers an 
average of five times in their lives. 
Even the most resolute of us will 
likely change course.

Following our passions and 
working hard at them might lead 
us to more success and unexpect-
ed happiness than any strict path. 
We might catch sight of the most 
important thing in our lives while 
we’re fumbling for a parachute. 

So somersault through space. 
A panoramic view and willingness 
to look around may keep you from 
missing out on what you love. 

Once you land at the end of 
your college career, all those un-
predictable air flips will look like 
pirouettes.

The writer, a junior majoring in 
journalism, is The Hatchet’s 

opinions editor.

The framework for the new 
strategic plan represents a cross-
roads for the University. 

The plan, which will define the 
University for years to come, seeks 
to develop the University’s future 
in four key areas: globalization, 
policy and governance, interdis-
ciplinary work and citizenship. It 
will affect every aspect of the insti-
tution, from faculty tenure to resi-
dential life.  

Students also have the ability to 
shape the outcome of this innovative 
blueprint through online forums.

It is essential that students take 
advantage of this unique opportu-
nity and provide input during this 
critical stage in the formation of 
the strategic plan. 

Students who hear about the 
strategic plan may feel that they 
have no reason to contribute and 
participate in the process, or that  
their input is not of value. And 
while the effects of the strategic 
plan will not likely be directly felt 
until current students graduate, it 
will have a significant impact on 
the future stature of the entire in-
stitution, directly influencing the 
value of a GW degree.

To help improve the quality of 
student feedback, the University 
can also work to make using the 
online comment portal more ap-
proachable for students.

The University created dif-
ferent portals for each area of the 
strategic plan, where specific ques-
tions about a particular topic in 
the blueprint could be posed. This 
would make it easier for students 
to provide feedback, as they could 
be primed to respond to a certain 
issue. Specific questions could also 
be targeted to students from differ-
ent schools, allowing them to dis-
cuss issues most pertinent to their 
fields of study.  

The University should continue 
to hold town halls with students, 
similar to the recent meeting about 
the strategic plan with Student As-
sociation leaders. These town halls 
could also be modeled on the out-
reach program that was used for 
the athletic strategic review, which 
garnered feedback from a variety 
of students involved with athletics, 
club sports and recreation health 
and wellness. 

Students can voice their opin-
ion on questions such as whether 
or not their abroad experience 
would have been enhanced if they 
traveled oversees with a profes-
sor, or if they had taken additional 
classes online. 

And as the University looks to 
expand study abroad opportuni-
ties, those returning from a foreign 
country can provide insight into 
ways to improve or strengthen 
their particular programs. 

It is not often that students have 
the ability to influence the future of the 
institution, and it is critical that the Uni-
versity’s most important stakeholders 
take advantage of this opportunity. There’s something magi-

cal about fraternity rush 
week. 

It’s the perfect com-
bination of information and en-
joyment, allowing prospective 
members to make relaxed, intelli-
gent decisions about their future. 
But it’s just as rewarding of an 
experience for current brothers, 
each of whom is able to share his 
own thoughts and experiences 
regarding the organization.  

As far as I’m concerned, the 
Office of Admissions should take 
a hint.  

Over the course of the next 
week, the majority of top-tier 
national universities – including 
GW – will begin to mail out reg-
ular decision acceptance letters. 
From the perspective of Univer-
sity administrators, it’s a decisive 
moment for the growth of our in-
stitution. In terms of reputation, 
we can’t hope to move in a posi-
tive direction without admitting 
a quality freshman class. 

While administrators oversee 
a number of programs with this 
very goal in mind, they fail to 
capitalize on their single greatest 
resource – the student body. 

The University must allow 
ordinary students to adopt a 
greater role in the recruitment 
process. Only then will admit-
ted applicants truly understand 
what it means to be a Colonial, 
and be excited for their own fu-
ture in Foggy Bottom. 

Visit days, scheduled between 
April 9 and 23, are  the primary 

tactic by which the University 
promotes the GW experience. 

The open-house events in-
volve only limited interaction 
from current students. Much 
like campus tours and the over-
night visit program offered by 
the Office of Admissions, those 
students who do participate are 
either employed or selected by 
the University, and receive train-
ing regarding how to be ambas-
sadors for the school. 

The remainder of the student 
body is left out in the cold. And 
that just doesn’t make sense. 

The ordinary student holds as 
large of a stake as any in the shape 
of GW. Our academic prowess has 
helped transform the University 
into the nationally renowned in-
stitution that it is today. 

More importantly, we’re the 
true experts on what it means to 
live the GW experience. While 
administrators may be able to 
talk global outreach and strate-
gic plans, it is the student body 
that drives the social pulse of 
Foggy Bottom. 

Whereas the current open-
house model employed during 
the April Visit Days restricts stu-
dents to talking with University 
employees and pre-approved 
groups of students, applicants 

should have access to a larger 
slice of GW.  

Just as fraternities strive to 
make rushees feel as involved and 
welcome as possible, administra-
tors should consider allowing 
admitted high school students to 
live a single day in the life of a 
Colonial. Over the course of sev-
eral weeks, the University could 
make available certain courses 
that would be open for appli-
cants to attend. Upon signing up 
and receiving a one-day visitor’s 
pass, admitted students would 
not only have access to a genuine 
academic experience, but they 
would also be able to spend qual-
ity time with undergraduates in 
their natural habitat. 

GW students and applicants 
alike would be encouraged to 
prolong their shared interactions 
outside of the classroom. Dur-
ing these particular visit days, 
student organizations and other 
interest groups would have the 
opportunity to mingle with ad-
mitted seniors. Upon meeting 
in Kogan Plaza or J Street, these 
groups would best be able pro-
vide students with information 
and experiences more specific 
to their own tastes, rather than 
funneling everyone through the 
same, standardized program. 

It would be an extended rush 
week of sorts – not for Greek or-
ganizations, but for the Univer-
sity as a whole. 

The writer, a freshman majoring 
in political science, is a Hatchet 

contributing opinions editor.

Trent Hagan
Contributing Editor

Annu 
Subramanian

Opinions Editor

Alyssa Rosenthal
Columnist

Find yourself in the free fall Clearing 
the air on 
campus

Status snakes and social ladders
by Brian Tratner

Have an 
opinion?

Share it 
with us!

 H

letters@gwhatchet.com

Rush season for admissions
The goal should be to 
increase the “anti” in 
the anti-smoking part 

of the campaign.

input yourself in 
the strategic plan
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THeFT/CReDIT CARD 
FRAUD
3/09/12 – 12:52 p.m.
Location: Whole Foods
Case closed
A female student reported 
to the University Police 
Department that her wallet 
went missing while she was at 
Whole Foods. When she called 
her credit card company, she 
noticed unauthorized charges 
were made to her account.

–No suspects or witnesses

UNLAwFUL eNTRY
3/11/12 – 4:45 p.m.
Location: Marvin Center
Case closed
A UPD officer observed a man 
unaffiliated with GW loitering 
in the Marvin Center. The man, 
who was previously barred from 
campus, was arrested.

–Closed by arrest

AssAULT wITH 
DANGeROUs weAPON/
THReATs/sIMPLe 
AssAULT
3/18/2012 – Unknown time
Location: Off campus
Case closed
A woman unaffiliated with GW 
flagged down a UPD officer 
during an alleged incident of 
domestic violence off-campus. 
The Metropolitan Police 
Department was notified and 
arrived on scene. They took 
custody of the subject but later 
released him due to lack of 
physical evidence.

–Referred to MPD

DRUG LAw VIOLATION
3/16/12 – 9:43 p.m.
Location: Aston Hall
Case closed
A UPD officer detected the 
odor of burning marijuana 
coming from a student’s room 
while patrolling Aston Hall. GW 
Housing Programs staff was 
notified and conducted an 
administrative search, which 
yielded 7.4 grams of marijuana 
along with drug paraphernalia.

–Referred for  
disciplinary action

VOYeURIsM
3/16/12 – 3:15 p.m.
Location: 
Phillip Amsterdam Hall
Case closed
A female student reported 
finding a covert camera in a 
bathroom. A male who was 
unaffiliated with GW was 
identified on scene and was 
barred from campus after the 
female student did not press 
charges.

–Subject barred  
from campus

DIsORDeRLY CONDUCT
3/17/2012 – 2:32 p.m.
Location: 
900 block of 24th street
Case closed
A UPD officer observed a male 
unaffiliated with GW urinating 
in public. The subject was 
identified and barred from 
campus.

–Subject barred  
from campus

–Compiled by Joy Finneran

Marilyn Chavannes hadn’t 
always wanted to be a family 
doctor, especially with most of 
her classmates in the School of 
Medicine and Health Sciences 
eyeing specialty fields like in-
ternal medicine and pediatrics.  

But after the fourth-year 
graduate student took a med-
ical mission trip to her native 
Haiti during her first year at 
the medical school, she was 
hooked into the generalized 
field of family medicine. 

“I saw how a family 
medicine doctor was able 
to take care of anybody. The 
pediatrician could only have 
kids in his line,” Chavannes, 
who will perform her resi-
dency in a hospital in south-
western Georgia, said. “Get-
ting to see the benefits of 
family medicine was a big 
deal to me.”

Last Friday’s residency 
Match Day for fourth-year 
medical students revealed 
which fields future doc-
tors are choosing, and Cha-
vannes is part of a small 
but growing contingent of 
medical students at GW 
and nationwide who are 
opting to do their three-
year residency in family 
medicine – a placement that 
often means lower pay and 
less prestige.

Now with 12 students 
matching into family medi-
cine residencies at GW, dou-
ble the total from last year, 
more students are trying to 
shed the stereotypes of fam-

ily physicians as the “jack of 
all trades, master of none,” 
fourth-year medical student 
David Goodman said.

On Match Day, an an-
nual cathartic event for 
medical students across the 
nation, 172 medical students 
crammed into Ross Hall to 
tear open envelopes reveal-
ing where they were accept-
ed to do their residencies. 

This past academic year, 
students have traveled the 
country, interviewing with 
potential hospitals and medi-
cal centers that they hoped 
would be their homes for the 
next three to seven years. Stu-
dents and directors at Ameri-
can teaching hospitals each 
list their preferences for resi-
dency matches, which are fil-
tered through a computer al-
gorithm run by the National 
Resident Matching Program.

“I think a lot of us were 
more anxious than we 
thought we’d be,” Goodman 
said. “I just kind of walked 
in there and thought, ‘Do I 
really want 200 other people 
around me when I’m doing 
this?’ But when it happens, 
there’s a lot of happiness.”

In residency assign-
ments spanning from Se-
attle to Albany, Ga., bud-
ding family physicians will 
be trained to handle a wide 
range of cases and treat both 
adults and children instead 
of specializing in one area or 
age group. Family doctors 
serve more rural and poor 
communities than any other 
medical specialty, according 
to the American Academy of 

Family Physicians. 
Although the 12 GW 

students who matched into 
family medicine represent 
only 7 percent of the class, 
the growth is surprising in a 
medical school without a de-
partment of family medicine, 
the medical schools’ senior 
associate dean for academic 
affairs Scott Schroth said.

"In D.C., where there's a 
[specialty] physician on any 
street corner, family physi-
cians haven't historically had 
a big presence," Schroth said.

After a decades-long 
slide nationally in the num-
ber of family doctors, the 
rise in students taking up 
family medicine residencies 
at GW mirrors a three-year 
upward trend across the 
country, said Wendy Biggs, 
the assistant director of the 

American Academy of Fam-
ily Physicians. 

According to the Nation-
al Resident Matching Pro-
gram, about 48 percent of the 
vacancies in family residen-
cy programs in the U.S. were 
filled this year, the highest 
rate in the last five years.

“It is becoming more 
widely recognized that fam-
ily medicine is the founda-
tion of a strong healthcare 
system,” Biggs said, citing 
studies that show communi-
ties with strong family doc-
tors save costs by avoiding 
emergency room visits.

The lower earning poten-
tial of family doctors can turn 
off medical students, many 
of whom face student loan 
debt after graduation. Ac-
cording to an annual survey 
of physicians’ salaries, fam-

ily doctors earned an aver-
age base salary of $189,000 in 
2010, dwarfed by specialists 
like anesthesiologists who 
earned $344,000 on average.

Goodman said he gravi-
tated toward family medicine 
after interning with family 

physicians and enjoying the 
smaller program sizes.

“I took a month or two 
months to do a rotation with 
family medicine, and they 
knew what they were doing 
and when to ask for help,” 
Goodman said. u

The D.C. Council gave a 
green light to new boundaries 
for the city’s most localized 
districts Tuesday, moving 
closer to finalizing a yearlong 
redrawing process that will 
add two new representatives 
to Foggy Bottom’s flagship 
neighborhood group.

The Foggy Bottom and 
West End Advisory Neigh-
borhood Commission – the 
community’s top advocacy 
group that serves as a liaison 
to District agencies on mat-
ters including traffic, safety, 
land use planning and liquor 
licenses – will not see changes 
to its outer boundary lines but 
the reshuffling plan breaks up 
its single-member districts to 
create two new subdivisions, 
forming eight total commis-
sioner spots. 

Single-member dis-
tricts, each represented 
by a commissioner, split 
wards into smaller, indi-
vidual constituencies. 

The maps must receive 
a second approval from the 
council next month, offering 
time for technical changes 
like fine-tuning descriptions 
of each border. 

The two-year nonpartisan 
posts are unpaid. Elections 
for the two new commission-
ers will be held Nov. 6. 

Commissioners must 
reside in an address within 
the single-member district 
they represent. Students 
will be the only residents in 
a new single-member dis-
trict along the eastern edge 
of campus and bordered 
by Pennsylvania Avenue – 
meaning a student will like-
ly hold the commissioner 
seat. ANC 3D, which Amer-
ican University falls under, 
will also see an all-student 
single member district.

City officials are re-
viewing adjustments to the 
boundaries for its nearly 40 
Advisory Neighborhood 
Commissions after complet-
ing the redistricting process 
for D.C.’s eight wards last 
summer. Andrew Huff, di-
rector of communications for 
Ward 2 D.C. Council member 
Jack Evans – who co-chaired 
the council’s subcommittee 
on redistricting – called the 
process a “mixed bag.”

“There are places where 
some ANCs are gaining 
commissioners and some 
are losing commissioners. 
There are some brand new 
ANCs,” he said. 

Realignments began after 
2010 census data revealed a 5.2 
percent hike in the District’s 
population over the previous 
decade, growing from 572,059 
people to 601,723. 

The census tallied college 
students as D.C. residents for 
the first time that year, rather 
than counting students un-
der their home states. Ward 
2, where GW sits, reached 
79,915 people in a 16 per-
cent boost – the largest jump 
in population among all of 
D.C.’s eight wards.

Students at the University 
make up about 39 percent of 
Foggy Bottom and the West 
End’s population, according 
to the redistricting task force’s 
final report.

Alumnus and commis-
sioner Asher Corson, who 
was elected to the ANC dur-
ing his senior year in 2006, 
said he does not think a stu-
dent representative would 
dramatically change the dy-
namic of the group. Corson 

also worked on the redistrict-
ing task force.

“Anyone that lives in the 
[single-member district] and 
qualifies can run: professors, 
students, anybody,” he said. 
“It is my sincere belief that the 
more students are involved in 
groups like the ANC, those 
students will realize that their 
interests are well-aligned with 
the rest of the community.”

Assistant Vice President 
for Government and Commu-
nity Relations Renee McPhat-
ter said the University has a 
good working relationship 
with the ANC.

“GW was represented on 
the sub-committee, comprised 
of community stakeholders 
and ANC commissioners that 
worked on the re-districting 
for ANC 2A,” she said.  u

CRIME LOG D.c. council draws new boundaries 
Student likely to 
hold added seat on 
neighborhood group
by FRANkIe kANe
Hatchet Staff Writer

HATCHeT FILe PHOTO
Advisory Neighborhood Commissioner Asher Corson, an alumnus, 
discusses the redistricting plans at a ANC meeting earlier this year.

More students embrace family medicine for residencies

MICHAeL bOOsALIs | HATCHeT PHOTOGRAPHeR
Left: Medical student Nkem Ezeamama receives her residency placement 
in Emergency Medicine at Carolinas Medical Center. Right: Ivy Haskins 
celebrates the news of her residency placement in general surgery. 

by CORY weINbeRG
Assistant News Editor
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better connect law school aca-
demics and law practice. This 
fall, the school rolled out a men-

toring program that networks 
alumni and students.

Patrick Lynch, co-founder 
of Law School Transparency, 
a nonprofit aimed at increas-
ing consumer information in 
legal education, said the law 
school is right to publish the 

“J.D. advantage.”
“It can be difficult to re-

ward the law school too highly, 
because this statistic makes GW 
look good, being in D.C., but 
for other schools, it could make 
them look badly,” Lynch said.

Lynch said while the law 

school is doing better than most 
schools nationally at reporting 
graduate employment infor-
mation, there are still areas that 
need improvement.

Only 34 percent of em-
ployed graduates reported 
their full-time salary informa-

tion, the lowest return rate in 
the last 4 years of employment. 
The school also does not report 
how many students it surveyed 
when it breaks down salary in-
formation according to gradu-
ates’ field of employment, 
which Lynch called “mislead-

ing,” because it does not show 
the scope of the sample.

Lynch added that law 
schools will always have wig-
gle room when it comes to 
graduate information, report-
ing data as seeming better than 
they really are. u

Provost Steven Lerman, 
D.C.’s Deputy Mayor for Plan-
ning and Economic Develop-
ment Victor Hoskins and Guth-
rie traveled to eastern China. 

“In China, the government 
and the market are closely tied 
so they always have people rep-
resenting the public sector and 

private sector,”Guthrie said. 
The University plans to 

use the space for its advanced 
programs in finance and ac-
countancy, potential non-de-
gree executive level programs 
and an undergraduate busi-
ness degree, which Guthrie 
said last month could be of-
fered to Chinese students by 
the fall of 2013.

The business school 
launched its master of science in 
finance for 22 Chinese students 

last October and will add a 
master of accountancy next fall. 
The programs are both “1+1,” 
meaning students will spend 
one year in Suzhou at the new 
complex and one year in D.C.

The business program, 
which would be run through 
both the business school and 
the Columbian College of Arts 
and Sciences, could hold classes 
on three continents, contingent 
on approval by the country’s 
Ministry of Education. 

The Chinese system, said 
Karin Fischer, a senior reporter 
at The Chronicle of Higher 
Education, consists of “a lot of 
lecturing and not a lot of group 
and project work, which is very 
common in business schools.” 

Fischer, who went to China 
in January to report on higher 
education trends there, pre-
dicted that students will want 
to ensure that they will receive 
the same education in Suzhou 
as they would in D.C.

At New York University’s 
Shanghai program, which was 
announced last year as part of a 
global network of international 
campuses, “cultural differences 
have not been an issue in devel-
oping the curriculum,” Mattie 
Bekink, the program’s director 
for NYU Shanghai, said.

The business school will 
also look to capitalize on Chi-
nese students’ booming de-
mand for American education. 

Guthrie said the Universi-

ty’s use of its own professors in-
stead of “local adjuncts” would 
distinguish the program from 
neighboring branch campuses 
and set a high academic bar. 

“In any group you have to 
adapt,” Guthrie said. “But our 
teaching methods won’t be too 
different. We’re offering a GW 
degree, so we want them to be 
innovative. They’re coming to a 
U.S. university for that reason.” 

–Cory Weinberg 
contributed to this report. 

employment initiative in the 
city, as well as heightened anti-
bullying efforts and stronger 
after-care programs.

Skolnik is also campaign-
ing for ethics reform to ban cor-

porate and lobbyist donations 
to D.C. political campaigns and 
end council members' ability to 
have other jobs outside repre-
senting their wards.

Pitted against Muriel 
Bowser, who has held the posi-
tion since 2007 and has raised 
nearly 30 times the funds Skol-
nik has for her campaign cof-
fers, the alumnus said he plans 

to spend his remaining money 
on an intense get-out-the-vote 
operation. While Bowser has 
$217,143 on hand, Skolnik has 
a pool of just $7,570, according 
to campaign finance records 
filed March 10.

“It’s not unthinkable that the 
underfunded challenger could 
win,” he said. “It’s not about 
who can buy the best T-shirts or 

who has the fanciest office.”
Skolnik said he has not ac-

cepted corporate donations, 
aligning with his support for 
a proposed November ballot 
initiative to ban corporate con-
tributions to city political cam-
paigns. He accused Bowser of 
supporting a culture of corrup-
tion by accepting donations 
from corporations, and also 

said her approach for school 
reform is “bureaucratic.”

Brandon Todd, Bowser’s 
campaign manager, said the 
incumbent’s track record 
throughout her years represent-
ing Ward 4 would drive her vic-
tory. He declined to comment 
on Skolnik specifically. 

Despite campaigning from 
about 8 to 1 a.m. daily, Skolnik 

said he feels “the most positive 
I’ve felt since I’ve started.” 

“It’s really a privilege to 
walk to people’s homes, be in-
vited into their living rooms 
and hear their stories,” Skolnik 
said. “People understand that 
the incumbent is unacceptable 
and it’s really time for change.”

–Priya Anand 
contributed to this report. 
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BOTTOM
Events off the Foggy Bottom Campus

FaTboy sliM
9:30 Club
Friday, 9 p.m.
$45

5x5 kickoFF ParTy
Capitol Skyline Hotel
Saturday, 7 p.m.
Free

The Passenger
Where: 1021 7th St., NW
Cover: No
Carded: Yes
Happy Hour: None, but there are 
hangover brunch specials on Sundays
Bar Bells:

Our Bar Belle roams around D.C. 
reviewing bars as she sees fit – if she can see 
straight after visiting them.

If well-crafted cocktails and grade-A 
people watching had a home in the Dis-
trict, it would be The Passenger.  

The joint’s first impressions were ad-
mittedly a bit confusing. Was this a bar for 
professional adults looking for a casual 
drink or a hangout for young hipsters en-
joying obscure brews from the can?

The menu boasted six drafts – from 
$5 to $9 – and 15 different canned beers 
– from $4 to $10 – and more than a dozen 
ways of ordering beer in bulk. All of the 
beers were local or unusual – devotees 
of Miller, Bud or Coors need not inquire.

Several of the bar food items caught 
my eye, including the $8 Kimchi Hot 
Dog and the $10 Pork Cheek Chili Na-
chos. We didn’t order any for ourselves, 
but the smell of good food wafting our 
way later stirred some envy.

The Passenger is created and owned 
by brothers Tom and Derek Brown, who 
have collectively tended bar at Komi, 
Citronelle, Palena, the Gibson, Corduroy 
and Cork. The duo’s experience and ap-
preciation for a good product shows.

Though not on the menu, there is 
an understanding that patrons can de-
scribe something they’d like in a cocktail 
– types of liquor, genres or tastes. With 
these requests, an expertly crafted cock-
tail speedily arrives at your table, typi-
cally for $9.

My request for “something fruity 
with whiskey” produced a mixed drink 
akin to a tasty rum punch, substituted 
with whiskey. When I asked for some-
thing with ginger, our kind server point-
ed to a chalkboard with a few specials 
and suggested the $9 “Release the Mule” 
– Kraken spiced rum, lime and ginger. 
Only the aftertaste of the spiced rum and 
the subsequent buzz gave away that this 
drink had any alcohol at all.

In the St. Patrick’s Day spirit, I also 
ventured to try the $12 “This Ain’t 
Green” – Apple Jack, vermouth and 
absinthe. It wasn’t green but it was in-
credibly strong.

Each drink was a bargain for such an 
impressive amount of liquor, with each sip 
more delicious than the last. Nowhere else 
would three moderately sized cocktails 
have been so expedient in their mission of 
getting me drunk. We were content to sit 
at our table and chat over cocktails, as 
many other groups were doing the same. 
There were two large window booths, 
several four-seater booths along one wall 
and a line of tables along the other. The 
bar seemed to seat 12 to 15 guests, and 
the back room of two-seater booths had 
the distinct feeling of a train theme. The 
Passenger seems appropriate for an inti-
mate group of friends but perhaps less 
appropriate for mingling and even less 
appropriate for dancing. 

Having heard people refer to this 
place as a dive bar, I felt the bar was far 
too clean to be placed in that category. 
Like a dive, though, there are insider’s 
tips. The girls’ restroom is the one with 
the album cover with girls on it – less ap-
parent after several drinks. 

When taken for what it is, The Passen-
ger is an extremely rewarding venture. 
Opened in November 2009, this unpre-
tentious establishment offers a laid-back 
respite from the lights and bustle of the 
Chinatown and Mount Vernon Square 
area. It’s taken me several months to dis-
cover it, but you can bet it will only be 
a fraction of the time until I return with 
another crazy cocktail request. u

It started 20 years ago as a rela-
tively small showcase, but it lives 
on today as the nation's largest cel-
ebration of environmental film. 

Seeking to advance environ-
mental causes through film, The 
Environmental Film Festival offers 
viewers the chance to witness a de-
sire for change on screen through 
videos shot around the world.

This year’s event is the most 
ambitious project in the festival's 
history, showcasing 180 different 
films in 64 venues across the city 
from March 13 to 25. 

The environmental event 
began in 1993, founded by Flo 
Stone, who recognized the po-
tential for environmental aware-
ness in the still-emerging field of 
documentary filmmaking. 

“People have become more 
concerned about the environment, 
and documentary films have be-
come more prevalent and better,” 
Helen Strong, public affairs direc-
tor of the festival, said. “These two 

trends have helped the festival 
grow and prosper.”

Last year the festival attracted 
more than 30,000 people to screen-
ings across the city.

Strong said the stature of the 
festival has grown because of the 
types of films the festival show-
cases features stories to engage a 
varied audience. 

“Most of the films we show 
are not overtly political. They ad-
dress issues across the globe and 
frequently show the effects of envi-
ronmental developments on ordi-
nary people,” Strong said. 

Senior Natalie Kornicks and 
junior Jon Fenech produced a 
short film, “Coffee in Crisis,” ex-
amining whether depleting coffee 
crops could be linked to climate 
change, something the duo took a 
look at both globally and within 
their local community.

“I think the film can advance 
environmental causes by show-
ing that climate change is not as 
distant as most people think,” 
Kornicks said. “By putting cli-
mate change in terms most peo-

ple understand, coffee, it is easier 
to grasp the concept and under-
stand the consequences.”  

The film was made as part of an 
SMPA class, linked to the environ-
mental non-profit Planet Forward, 
in which students produced envi-
ronmental or sustainability themed 
video pieces examining problems 
related to climate change, bio fuels 
and green business.  

With “The Tsunami and the 
Cherry Blossom,” a 2012 Acad-
emy Award nominee for short 
documentary film, director Lucy 
Walker originally intended to cre-
ate what she calls a “visual haiku 
about cherry blossoms,” but the 
tsunami that hit Japan in 2011 led 
her to film a visual poem about 
the cherry blossom as a symbol 
of life and hope. It received the 
festival’s Polly Krakora Award 
for Artistry in Film.

“Symphony of the Soil,” 
opening on March 25, combines 
ancient knowledge and cutting-
edge research into a narrative that 
explores exactly how important 
soil is to our planet. u

Flashing lights and virtual 
sounds are typical of video games 
but a new exhibition also displays 
them as a viable form of art. 

“The Art of Video Games,” 
which opened at the Smithsonian 
American Art Museum on March 
16, pays tribute to the complex elec-
tronic visuals of video games – a 
form of art rarely recognized. The 
exhibit portrays the typical source 
of teenage entertainment in a new 
light, allowing audiences to draw 
their own conclusions as to whether 
these complex electronics are their 
own form of art.

The graphic design display illus-
trates the potential of video games 
to stimulate creativity and artistic 
process, moving games out of their 
common stereotypes as purvey-
ors of teenage violence or a mind-
numbing excuse for laziness.

“Games are so much more than 
a code running inside a computer,” 
exhibit curator Chris Melissinos 
said in a video interview. “You are 
looking at the output of passion, of 
love, of art from the people who cre-
ate these games.”

Posing the artistic question 
through the lens of a museum, the 
exhibition allows visitors to experi-
ence video games in their most basic 
form, as well as through contempo-
rary examples illustrating the art 
form's 40-year evolution.  

The exhibition opens with an 
enormous screen projecting excerpts 
of video games and music from a 
chiptune band, a type of electronic 
music usually created from the 
sound chips of old computers or vid-
eo games. The elements combine to 
pique multiple senses and introduce 
visitors to the world of gaming.

The first exhibit space displays 
drawings, renderings and models 
from top developers, as well as in-
terviews with gaming-world super 
stars such as computer game de-
signer and founder of Double Fine 
Productions Tim Schafer, role-play 
gaming designer Warren Spector 
and founder of Atari Nolan Bushell. 

There is also the opportunity for 
visitors to participate in playable 
games, “Pac-Man,” “Super Mario 
Brothers,” “The Secret of Monkey 
Island, Myst, and Flower.”

The exhibition culminates with 
gaming stations that were chosen to 
reflect a body of work that encom-

passes quality visual effects, cre-
ative use of technologies and with 
an influence from world events and 
popular culture.

Melissinos identifies four main 
genres which run throughout the 
history of video game making, in-
cluding Target, Adventure, Action 
and Tactics.

The result is one of the first ex-
hibitions in the world to explore the 
40-year evolution of video games as 
an artistic medium.

“Video game designers are en-
gaged in creating a world, as are 
all artists,” Elizabeth Broun, The 
Margaret and Terry Stent director 
at the museum said. “The Smithso-
nian American Art Museum recog-
nizes the designers and developers 
who create these beguiling worlds 
in this exhibition.”

Marking its debut, the exhibit 
opened with a three-day “GameF-
est” which offered the public a wide 
range of participatory activities, 
from live video games to musical 
performances as varied as a chip-
tune band, 8 Bit Weapon and a string 
quartet performing music from the 
popular video game “Zelda.” 

This gaming exhibition trans-
formed the usually quiet and re-

fined Renwick Gallery to a pulsat-
ing host filled with an energetic 
body of young people. The festival, 
which ran from March 16 to 18, also 
featured sold-out talks about the 
future of gaming from developers 
in the industry.

“I want everybody who comes 

to this exhibition and experiences the 
materials and the work that’s gone 
into this to understand that videos 
games are more than what they were 
when they came in,” Melissinos said.

“The Art of Video Games” will 
travel to 10 cities after its debut dis-
play in D.C. through Sept. 30. u

BAR
BELLE Drinks on board

New exhibit 
showcases 

video games 
as art form

kierraN PeTerseN | HaTcHeT PHoToGraPHer
Top: One portion of the exhibit allows visitors to play a selection of video games, 
including Pac-Man. Bottom: 'Megatron Matrix' plays clips on 215 separate monitors. 

by aMulya sHaNkar
Hatchet Reporter

Film festival inspires change

by laurie GoodMaN
Hatchet Reporter

PHoTo courTesy oF TaMarack Media
"Bioliphic Design" explores the evolution of architecture and the world's most celebrated buildings.



He noted Sweden set up 
a central bank in 1668, and 
that the Bank of England 
was founded several years 
later in 1694, calling it “the 
most important and influ-
ential central bank in the 
world” for the several de-
cades, if not centuries, that 
followed. 

Starting with the fun-
damentals of central banks, 
Bernanke went on to ex-
plain that a nation’s central 
bank serves two purposes 
– to provide macroeconom-
ic stability by striving for 
stable inflation and stable 
growth while also ensur-
ing the country’s financial 
stability by preventing or 
mitigating financial crises 
and panics. 

“Financial stability con-
cerns were a major reason 
why Congress decided to 
try to create a central bank 
in the beginning of the 20th 
century,” Bernanke said. 

He also explained the 
shift from a gold standard 
adopted in the 19th century, 
tying the value of a dollar 
to the price of gold, calling 
it “at least a partial alterna-
tive to a central bank.”

Bernanke, not a sup-
porter of a return to the gold 
standard, explained what he 
sees as significant problems 
with the monetary system. 
He called it an “an awful 
big waste of resources.” 

“What you have to do to 
have a gold standard is you 
have to go to South Africa or 
someplace and dig up tons 
of gold and move it to New 
York and put it in the base-
ment of the central bank in 
New York,” Bernanke said. 

He called it a lot of effort 
and work to dig up gold in 
one place and “put it right 
bank in another hole,” 
which triggered laughs 
from around the room. 

Senior Framroz Bank-
walla says he has extensive-
ly studied issues surround-
ing central banking and 
economics, but felt this lec-
ture offered something nev-
er before available to him at 
GW, calling the insider look 
an “eye-opener.” 

“When you take a his-
tory class, it’s about history. 
When you take a finance 
course, it’s about finance. 
When you take a public pol-

icy course, it’s about public 
policy. But here, he brought 
it all together,” Bankwalla 
said. 

Bankwalla referred to 
the unusual history lesson 
as offering practical, expert 
insight not typical textbook 
knowledge. 

“Halfway through the 
class I forgot I was being 
lectured by the chairman of 
the Federal Reserve.” Bank-
walla said. “He is very much 
a teacher in that sense.”

Senior Andres Marti-
nez said he, like Bankwalla, 
also took the class to gain 
an “insider’s view” to the 
Federal Reserve System and 
glean an expert’s perspec-
tive, entering the classroom 
with an open mind already 
well oriented with financial 
policy. 

“I thought he was very 
well spoken and calm the 
whole time,” Martinez said. 
“It made us, as students, 

very calm. He was kind of 
like another professor. I 
forgot he was chairman of 
the Federal Reserve after 15 
minutes.” 

While his lecture on 
GW’s campus was a first, 
Bernanke has lectured on 
college campuses many 
times before. He has over 20 
years of experience teach-
ing at Princeton University, 
Stanford University and 
New York University. He 
was a tenured professor at 
Princeton and chair of the 
Department of Economics 
from 1996 to 2002 before go-
ing into public service. 

Bernanke will meet with 
the class three more times, 
on March 22, 27 and 29 to 
discuss central banking in a 
post-World War II economy, 
the most recent financial 
crisis and post-crisis regu-
lation and the Federal Re-
serve’s response, amongst 
other related topics. u
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When most college students crave ra-
men noodles, they think of Styrofoam 
cups, sodium-packed yellow broth and 
peas and carrots that taste 
like cardboard. 

These cups are fine for a 
late night study snack, but 
you can find a more authentic 
version at Toki Underground, 
a Taiwanese noodle spot in 
Northeast.

Toki Underground is hip. The restaurant 
is tiny, with seating for no more than 20 peo-
ple. But what it lacks in size, it makes up for 
in style. Tables line the walls, and patrons 
sit bar-style and rest their feet on old skate-
boards. Other surfaces are decorated with 
Asian street art or jars of Asian spices, and 
hip-hop music easily fills the small space. 
The atmosphere is geared toward a young, 
adventurous crowd and complements the 
trendy yet traditional Asian cuisine.

Though best known for its noodles, 
Toki is also highly praised for its dump-
lings. The menu offers five different types 
of dumplings, which come fried, pan-fried 
or steamed. My friend and I each got an 
order, hers steamed pork and mine pan-
fried seafood. Maybe it was the hype, but 
neither of us was too impressed. Despite 
having a decent texture and coming with 
a delicious Japanese barbeque dipping 
sauce, both varieties lacked overall flavor. 
At $5 for 6 dumplings, the upside was the 
reasonable pricing. 

We also ordered a side of kimchi, a Ko-
rean pickled cabbage dish for $2. I thought 
it was tasty— sweet and not too spicy — but 
my friend was not a fan.

The noodles themselves were a differ-
ent story. I ordered the Thursday special, 
Taiwanese-style beef noodles for $12. The 

bowls are enormous for such a decent 
price, as one could easily feed two people. 
The best part of my dish was the beef, 

braised and wonderfully ten-
der. The broth and addition-
al toppings were delicious, 
with baby bok choy, scallions 
and surprisingly appealing 
pickled mustard greens. The 
overall effect was seamlessly 

tangy and salty, with a great texture and 
depth of flavor.

My friend’s $10 Toki Hakata Classic 
had a slightly salty broth, but it was rich 
and satisfying when eaten with pork loin 
chashu and noodles. The noodles in both 
dishes were thin and perfectly cooked, 
serving as a great base for the unique and 
often contrasting flavors.

For dessert, we got the special – coconut 
sorbetto with smoked sea salt and short-
bread cookies, for $3. Though small in size, 
the sorbetto was creamy and fresh, and the 
cookies were a crunchy bonus.

We also tried the Warm Cookies for $7, 
which turned out to be Chinese almond 
cookies served with a glass of cold milk. 
They were, as promised, fresh-from-the-
oven warm. The flaky, chewy and buttery 
cookies proved a delightfully sweet end to 
a savory and flavorful meal. By the time we 
left at around 7 p.m., the line to get a seat 
was out the door.

Overall, the restaurant was solid. The 
appetizers were mediocre at best, but the 
noodles and the desserts were well worth 
the 50-minute bus ride to the other side of 
the city. So next time you reach for your Ra-
men, shut the microwave door, grab a friend 
and venture over to Toki Underground for 
great noodles that come in a bowl bigger 
than your head – not a Styrofoam cup. u

Restaurant Review: 

Toki Underground
1234 H St., NE

Alina Polishuk

from p. A1

elise ApeliAn | HAtCHet pHotogrApHer
Toki Underground on H Street offers pork dumplings for $5. The dumplings, which come with a choice of 
filling, are filled with ginger, garlic, scallions, cabbage, secret house spice mixture and Toki tare sauce.

FrAnCis riverA | AssistAnt pHoto editor
During Ben Bernanke's lecture Tuesday morning, the Federal 
Reserve chairman took questions from students and expressed 
excitement toward reading the best of the students' papers.

students learn from expert 
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NumbEr 
cruNch 6 The number of games, out of eight, the women's 

lacrosse team won to start the season. The 
record ties the best start in program history.
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WomEN's LacrossE | GW 16, Mount St. Mary 8

Within the first five minutes of Mon-
day’s women’s lacrosse game, the score 
was tied at two. 

It looked as if GW was in for a back-and-
forth game, the kind that would necessitate 
limited mistakes and tight play.

But the Colonials were determined to 
ease the pressure, picking up their energy 
with 22 minutes and 55 seconds left in the 
first half. They exploded on a 5-0 scoring run, 
never looking back en route to a 16-8 victory. 
The win pushed GW’s opening play to a 6-2 
record and tying the best start through eight 
games in program history.

Mount St. Mary's (1-7) began the game 
with aggressive defense, forcing the Colo-
nials to be patient and read their defenders 

critically. GW adjusted quickly to the pres-
sure, eventually turning the tables and caus-
ing the Mountaineers to struggle to hang 
onto the ball.

“Our transition defense was incredible. 
The attackers really worked hard to get the 
ball back. Defenders were marked up really 
well, so it enabled us to get a lot of caused 
turnovers,” head coach Tara Hannaford said.

The Mountaineers scored first, netting 
a goal during the first three minutes of the 
game, but junior Nicole Lacey, assisted by 
senior Sarah Phillips, responded quickly, be-
ginning a volley of goals that tied the game 
early. Sophomore Lindsey DiAntonio broke 
the stalemate, zipping in a goal after a suc-
cessful and quick transition down the field.

GW continued the run, aided by its de-
fense. After scoring several goals off the re-
covery of ground balls, it became clear that 

the team’s solid transition defense was the 
defining component of its attack against the 
Mountaineers.

“There was a lot of team play today – we 
spread out on attack. Really good team de-
fense and a lot of slides,” Phillips said.

The Mountaineers broke the Colonials’ 
6-0 scoring run with the last goal of the first 
half, but not before freshman Addi Bolin net-
ted two goals, and Phillips and senior Megan 
Seidman each added one goal to elevate the 
score to 7-3 at the break.

Freshman Rachel Mia jumpstarted GW’s 
offense in the second, netting the first goal 
of the half. Mia ultimately finished the game 
as the leading scorer with three goals – the 
third hat trick of her career. The Colonials 
unleashed another scoring run in the second 
and limited the Mountaineers' offense, main-
taining a comfortable lead throughout the 

rest of play.
“It was a total team effort. Defensively, 

we played great team defense. The attacks 
looked for each other,” Hannaford said.

The Colonials took a total of 25 shots, net-
ting 16, and obtained 15 draw controls, with 
Lacey leading the way after eight draw wins.

As the Colonials reach the halfway 
point of their season, Hannaford is looking 
for her team to stay consistent. GW’s record 
is currently tied with the 2005 squad for the 
best opening through eight games in pro-
gram history, and if the team maintains its 
current level of play, Hannaford said, the 
success will continue.

“The basic principle stays the same – 
good strong defense, good strong team at-
tacks and really looking for high percentage 
opportunities when we’re taking our shots,” 
Hannaford said.u

Fresh from wrist surgery, senior pitcher 
Kara Clauss said it was a strong drive that 
helped her throw the second no-hitter in 
program history in the Colonials’ 3-0 vic-
tory over Mount Saint Mary’s March 13.

Pitching a no-hitter, a significant accom-
plishment for any pitcher, was especially 
rewarding for the senior, who took to the 
mound this season intending for her per-
formance to establish a successful return.

“I’m a big believer in letting my actions 
speak louder than my words,” Clauss said. 
“I really try to push myself.”

She underwent surgery in January af-
ter a cyst developed on her right wrist, 
her pitching arm. Unable to perform her 
normal training drills, Clauss focused on 
cardio conditioning, which weakened the 
cartiledge in her right ankle, putting the 
pitcher in a boot for six weeks. She re-
turned fully from both injuries just a few 
weeks before the season began.

At first, Clauss said she expected to 
start the season performing at her personal 
peak, but returning from the surgery and 
its complications was more challenging 

than anticipated. She focused on rehabili-
tation exercises that slowly increased the 
pace and force of her throws, and estimates 
her performance was at about 80 percent of 
her potential power as play opened.

But Clauss continued to push herself in 
practice, determined to return to the level 
of play she brought to the field before in-
jury. It paid off– GW picked up its first win 
of the season March 3, defeating Robert 
Morris with Clauss on the mound for seven 
innings of one-run ball.

“I know that I need to help our team out 
and be a dominating part of our pitching 
staff,” Clauss said. “I knew that I needed to 

come back and work even harder in prac-
tice and work to get to where I was at the 
end of last season.”

Her passion for the game doesn’t go 
unnoticed by Clauss’ teammates. She was 
nominated by the rest of the Colonials to 
serve as the only captain this season, and 
she is vocal about her desire to motivate 
her teammates through her actions.

Head coach Stacey Schramm said Clauss 
expects more out of her teammates than they 
expect out of themselves – a leadership qual-
ity that pushes the entire roster on the field.

“When she stands on the mound, the 
team is just very comfortable. She doesn’t 

even realize the impact that she has on her 
teammates,” Schramm said.

Clauss pitched her fourth shutout of the 
season against Hampton Tuesday, allowing 
five hits and walking none in GW’s 3-0 victory 
in game one of a doubleheader. While she is 
playing, Clauss said she focuses only on the 
game, shutting out all other distractions. 

She doesn’t shake her intense focus 
for anything, even an outstanding perfor-
mance. During her no-hitter, Clauss didn’t 
know what she had accomplished until af-
ter the game 

“I normally don’t like to know that type 
of thing until after the game, because it 
puts added pressure to make sure I finish 
the game properly,” she said.

When Clauss graduates this spring, 
she’ll leave as a standout performer for the 
Colonials, one whose roster spot Schramm 
said will not be easy to fill.

The loss of Clauss’ leadership skills will be 
felt just as deeply, the head coach said. If it were 
possible, Schramm added, she would keep the 
senior on GW’s roster for much longer.

“That’s going to be tough for her to 
leave,” Schramm said. "There will be a big 
question mark as far as who's going to re-
place her." u

A return to the 
pitcher's mound

fraNcis rivEra | assisTaNT phoTo EdiTor
Kara Clauss winds up to send a ball to the home plate Monday on a Mount Vernon Campus field. Clauss pitched the second-ever no-hitter in softball program history against Mount Saint Mary's March 13, 
leading the Colonials to a 3-0 victory. She was also on the mound for the team's first victory of the season – a March 3 win over Robert Morris during which Clauss pitched seven innings of one-run ball.

''
''

When she stands on the mound, the team is just very 
comfortable. She doesn't even realize the impact 

that she has on her teammates.
stacey schramm

Head Coach
Softball

by mary ELLEN mciNTirE
Hatchet Staff Writer

Colonials match best start in program history with win

fraNcis rivEra | assisTaNT phoTo EdiTor
Left: Sophomore midfielder Jordy Bathras charges down the field Monday to stop a Mount Saint Mary's fastbreak. Center: Midfielder Hillary Quinn heads toward the goal before passing to an open teammate. 
Right: Junior attacker Nicole Lacey scoops up the ball and establishes control after a faceoff in the second half. The Colonials ultimately posted a commanding 16-8 win over Mount Saint Mary's.

by sophia omuEmu
Hatchet Reporter



When the dust settled after the 
spring 2011 season, the women’s club 
rugby team was without a coaching 
staff and down 18 players.

The Colonials graduated 14 se-
niors, and saw four other players 
depart for personal reasons. Their 
four-year head coaches, Kenny and 
Apryl Pope, departed after complet-
ing their graduate degrees to rejoin 
family in Ohio.

But the squad that had advanced 
to the Elite 8 of the USA Rugby Di-
vision II Championship last April 
wasn’t shaken by the change. Using 
their considerable success to help 
recruit, the women’s rugby team 
found new coaches and began to re-
build the program.

“We decided to heavily recruit in 
the fall and go for a training regimen 
that allowed rookies to get a basic 
grasp of the game,” team president 
senior Jaime Albarelli said.

The roster overhaul was a mas-
sive change for a squad that went un-
defeated in fall 2010, sweeping its op-
ponents in the Potomac Rugby Union 
and qualifying for play in Mid-Atlan-
tic Rugby Football Union. There, the 
Colonials finished second in spring 
2011, ultimately advancing to the 
Elite 8 of the USA Rugby Division II 
Championship. After the completion 
of the entire 2010-2011 season, GW 
earned a sixth-place ranking nation-
ally from Rugbymag.com. 

After the turnover, the women’s 
rugby team was left with 13 mem-
bers – two shy of fielding a full team. 
Undaunted, the Colonials found two 
new coaches, graduate student Win-
nie Chao and alumna Suzanne Hag-
gerty, additions who offered vital 
motivation for the club team as it re-
gained strength.

“Suzanne played with us for two 
years, so she knows our system,” Al-
barelli said. “Winnie brings a sort of 
intensity that everybody on the team 
understands and feels.”

Haggerty, a 2010 graduate of the 
University, serves as the team’s fit-
ness coach, putting players through 
challenging endurance drills at the 
end of practice, once the team fin-
ishes running through plays and 
tackles. With about 20 minutes left 
in practice, Albarelli said, Haggerty 
prepares the team for fitness drills 
that push players to their limits – 
but that Albarelli said make a huge 
difference in competition.

“You always know when she goes 
to set up a drill, she has a smile on her 
face that says, ‘This is going to be fun.’ 
” Albarelli said. “And you know it’s 
going to be the opposite of fun.” 

The team is now preparing for 
Mid-Atlantic play, and will return 
to USA Rugby competition in June. 
Sophomore Beth Strader said, despite 

significant setbacks in the offseason, 
the root of the program’s success 
again this season lies in its unified 
front on the field.

“We don’t have a 'best player,' ” 
Strader said. “It is a collective effort 
that makes us win.”

Fellow freshman Shelby Steeves 
echoed Strader’s sentiments, add-
ing that tight-knit camaraderie and 
unselfish play are two key aspects of 
competition that the women’s rugby 
team emphasizes. Both are key to the 
Colonials’ performance, Steeves said.

The Colonials will host Delaware 
March 24 to open Mid-Atlantic play, 
and should they emerge victorious, 
they will advance to the semifinals. 
The key against the Blue Hens is 
simple, Abarelli said. To win, the 
team simply needs to continue the 

unfaltering effort it has displayed 
since last season, through offseason 
shake-ups and into an undefeated 
fall campaign.

“They’re a good team, but if we 
play well and hard, we should beat 
them,” Albarelli said. u

The GW haTcheTsportsPage 12 w March 22, 2012

Women's rugby team maintains winning ways

michelle rattinger | senior photo editor
Top: Assistant coach Suzanne Haggerty runs the women's rugby team through a rucking drill during a Monday practice. Bottom left: The Colonials embrace at the end of practice, 
sharing advice and strategy for upcoming competition. Bottom right: Freshman Sommer Mahoney fights to keep possession of the ball during a drill targeting ball-handling skills.

by luis rishi puno
Hatchet Reporter



The GW haTcheT Classifieds

GWMarketplace
classified@gwhatchet.com
(202) 994-7079

Online classified ads are 
available FREE to all 

GW students and faculty
Non-GW Clients pay a small 
fee for online postings
Print ads begin at $10 for the 
first 25 words, and $.30 for 
each additional word
All ads should be placed 
onlineWe accept cash, check, Visa, Mastercard, American Express, and Discover

ads@gwhatchet.com
(202) 994-7079
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