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The University has set its sights 
on expanding academics and re-
search in India, a rising global 
power that program directors say 
should make up a bigger part of 
GW’s international focus.

Associate Provost for Internation-
al Programs Donna Scarboro said she 
met with a U.S. State Department of-
ficial last week to discuss the agency’s 
“Passport to India” program, which 
incentivizes student travel to India 
through research projects, grant op-
portunities and dual degrees.

Details of GW’s development in 
India – even areas of research, types 
of programs, locations and funding 
–  have not been worked out yet, Scar-
boro said. She said her office would 
need to identify a group of in-house 
experts who could advise on the 
country’s cultural nuances.

“If you ask why India is impor-
tant to GW, you’re asking the question 

why India important [to the world],” 
she said. “That’s why I want to move 
students through there, so they can 
answer the question of why is India 
important in the world and what are 
India’s struggles and strengths and 
hopes. They can have a nuanced pic-
ture of that country.”  

Nationally, India typically sends 
the second-most students to the U.S. 
behind China. But with 27 under-
graduates and 222 graduate students 
at GW last year, India trails China 
and South Korea as the largest feeder 
countries at GW.

“It’s not just about moving 
students and faculty around – it’s 
about having an impact on impor-
tant issues that affect that region,” 
Scarboro added. “We want to know 
what the issues are.”

The University already has re-
search centers on Indian studies 
through the GW Law School and 
the Elliott School.

The academic centers that 
strengthen international students' 
English skills are skyrocketing in 
popularity as the number of foreign-
ers at GW climbs.

The heightened demand for the 
University's Language Center and 
the Writing Center – which work with 
students to improve English writing 
skills – has both centers pining for 
more resources to add staff, summer 
sessions and programming.

Forty-five percent more undergrad-
uates this fall are taking the Language 
Center’s English skills courses, which 
teach students how to write papers and 
give class presentations. International 
students who score below a specific 
benchmark on the Test of English as 
a Foreign Language, or TOEFL, must 
enroll in an additional English skills 
course in their first semester.

About 330 graduate students are 
in Language Center courses this fall, 
two-thirds more than last year. 

Overall enrollment in English for 
Academic Purposes courses quadru-
pled over the past four years, with 
two new courses for graduate stu-
dents in English-strengthening class-
es added in the past two years. 

Director of the Language Center 
Shoko Hamano said even for the small 
number of EAP students who have 
studied in the U.S. before, some "still 
find the task of completing academic 
writing assignments challenging."

She added that the program gives 
students the chance to acclimate to an 
American classroom in which "your 
professor is sensitive to the challeng-
es of writing in a second language."

GW’s more than 2,500 internation-
al students hail from 130 countries, 
with 40 percent of students coming 
from China and South Korea. These 
students must then overcome lan-
guage barriers while learning West-
ern academic styles. The University 
will officially tally its international 
student enrollment for the 2012-2013 
academic year later this month. 

The demand will likely continue 
climbing, Columbian College of Arts 
and Sciences Dean Peg Barratt said, 
as the University prioritizes global-
ization and foreign recruitment to 
help campus diversity and improve 
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Earth, Wind & Fire bring new 
elements to Alumni Weekend

Record number of alumni return to campus
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University President Steven Knapp plays the bongos with Earth, Wind & 
Fire singer Philip Bailey Friday. The six-time Grammy award-winning group 
jammed under technicolor lights for an hour and a half at the Smith Center.
n To view an audio slideshow of the concert, visit gwhatchet.com.

Earth, Wind & Fire kicked off 
Alumni Weekend Friday with 
'70s funk that left the crowd 
dancing September away.

Alumni, staff and students 
nearly filled the stands and 
floor to see the band that has 
performed for more than four 
decades. Known for bridging 
soul, R&B and disco, the group 
started the show with the fast-
tempo, “Boogie Wonderland,” 

before blasting hits like “Shin-
ing Star” and “After the Love 
is Gone.” During “September,” 
University President Steven 
Knapp took the stage for a two-
minute bongo drum solo.

The University sold 2,300 
tickets to the show, Associ-
ate Vice President for Alumni 
Relations and Development 
Adrienne Rulnick said. Last 
year, Chuck Brown drew about 
800 alumni, staff and students, 

Iconic funk band jams for packed Smith Center
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A record-breaking 2,800 alum-
ni returned to Foggy Bottom this 
weekend – a turnout that far sur-
passes last year's as the University 
looks to build a strong alumni core 
to bolster philanthropy.

The seventh annual program in-
cluded 70 events across Foggy Bot-
tom, allowing the University to con-
nect former students with the campus 
and show off its growth. This year’s 
total attendance of 3,600 alumni, stu-
dents and staff, represents a 37 per-
cent increase from the year before and 
an 800 percent increase from the first 
Alumni Weekend in 2005, when 400 
people showed up.

Vice President of Development 
and Alumni Relations Mike Mors-
berger said his office is also trying 

to better reach out to GW's 250,000 
alumni by sending more mail and 
creating higher quality newsletters 
and magazines. The office has also 
brought alumni back to campus to 
mentor students and learn more 
about the University before the 
launch of its 10-year strategic plan.

“People give because we have 
cranes up, because the selectivity of 
our students are better, because our 
faculty are better and these buildings 
are coming up out of the ground,” 
Morsberger said.

Out of the $120 million GW raised 
in fiscal year 2012, about $1.1 million in 
gifts came from alumni. That 9.3 per-
cent alumni giving rate has remained 
steady in recent years.

The expansion of Alumni Week-
end also represents an overall growth 
in alumni programming, Associate 

by sarah ferrIs and  
kIerran petersen
News Editors

Soccer teams 
falter in 

weekend play
Sports • Page 6

See CONCERT: Page 3 See LANGUAGE: Page 3

See ALUMNI: Page 3

See INDIA: Page 3
GraphIC by nICk rICe

News • Page 3

A cAnvAS for 
bucket liStS

An independent student newspaper • Serving the GW community since 1904



City delays roadwork 
for GW construction
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Dolphin Tank
Get feedback on your business 
venture pitch from experts and 
audience members at this annual 
springboard event.
Duques Hall, Room 651 • 5:30 p.m. 

Career and Internship fair
Network with more than 100 
employers who are looking to fill 
full-time, internship, part-time 
and co-op positions.
Smith Center • 1 p.m.

Monday Tuesday
election 2012 and America’s fiscal Cliff
The Face the Facts project will host 
former Sen. Alan Simpson, R-Wyo., and 
budget expert Jared Bernstein to hash out 
candidates’ economic plans.
1957 E St., City View Room • 11:45 a.m.
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Listen to the funk rhythms of the 
six-time Grammy-winning band.
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Bites and Booze

Learn how to make pot pie, a classic comfort 
food, from The Hatchet’s food columnist.

VIDeO
D.C. Walk for the Animals

Pet walkers assembled in Adams Morgan 
to raise money to support stray animals.
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A fur-clad man, who goes by the name Blue, leads a bike ride for attendees around the Yards Park at the Figment DC festival Saturday. 
Self-expression was the focal point of the free festival, leading some participants to dress in costume.
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Snapshot

The city has pushed back roadwork on 
New Hampshire Avenue to avoid disrupt-
ing University construction.

Following talks with the University, 
District Department of Transportation of-
ficials decided to wait until 2014 to move 
forward with a project for 24th Street and 
Washington Circle, which would have in-
terfered with construction on the School of 
Public Health and Health Services, also on 
24th Street.

The 18-month, $10.5 million New 
Hampshire Avenue project began last 
month, and will span from H Street to 
Dupont Circle and up New Hampshire 
Avenue. It would have stretched down to 
Washington Circle and the SPHHS site by 
the end of the year. 

Monica Hernandez, a spokeswoman 
for DDOT, said eliminating the overlap 
in construction work would help to mini-
mize impact on the University’s work 
and traffic concerns.

“At this time, we are planning to wait 
for GW’s contractor to complete work on the 
west side of the street in the public right-of-
way before we address street improvements 
in our project,” Hernandez said.

DDOT was unaware of the GW con-
struction until officials from the agency at-
tended a neighborhood meeting in August. 
University spokeswoman Michelle Sherrard 
said the public health school’s project team 
later met with DDOT officials to “share the 
status of GW’s ongoing work and also dis-
cuss any implications that might arise from 
both projects occurring at the same time.”

DDOT agreed to postpone its work in the 
area that might interfere with GW’s construc-
tion following the discussions, she said.

Hernandez added that the work is now 
targeted to begin in spring or summer 2014 
– almost a year and a half after expected.

Construction on the $75 million public 
health building began in May. It is expected 
to complete in 2014 and will centralize the 
school’s seven departments under one roof. 

Project coordinators will also ensure the 
GW Hospital’s emergency vehicle exit is not 
impacted by the construction, Hernandez 
said. She added that one traffic lane and one 
sidewalk would remain open “at all times.”

Eric Stokes, associate administrator for 
the GW Hospital, said the hospital coordi-
nated with DDOT to maintain full use of 
DC EMS vehicles.

“We have been assured by DDOT offi-
cials that their work will impact one lane at 
a time and have little impact on the hospi-
tal’s emergency exit,” he said.

–Matthew Kwiecinski 

Improving resilience of the 
Nation’s electric Grid
Learn about cyber threats to the electric power from 
Paul Stockton, the assistant secretary for defense for 
Homeland Defense and Americas’ Security Affairs.
1957 E St., City View Room • 1 p.m.
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The University has set 
aside $5.3 million for sus-
tainable building upgrades 
this year in the first phase 
of a massive replacement of 
out-of-date systems and fix-
tures across campus.

The renovations will 
cover buildings like Gelman 
Library and Lisner Auditori-
um and largely retrofit exist-
ing systems to reduce GW’s 
energy use and cut costs, 
Meghan Chapple-Brown, 
the director of the Office of 
Sustainability, said. 

With more efficient heat-
ing and cooling systems 
and less wasteful water 
systems, the University will 
come closer to its goal of 
cutting carbon emissions by 
40 percent by 2025 – a goal 
outlined in the 2010 Climate 
Action Plan.

The investment will be 
repaid within seven years 
at a rate of about $800,000 
a year, and the energy sav-
ings will be the equivalent 
of “removing a large build-

ing from GW’s campus, or 
two large residence halls,” 
University spokeswoman 
Michelle Sherrard said. 

The crew began adding 
eco-friendly amenities to 
buildings in July, with more 
rolling out this semester, 
like motion sensor lights, 
motors, low-flow toilets, 
eco-friendly power strips 
and monitored air condi-
tioning controls. Sherrard 
said most of the lighting 
and “simpler projects” will 
wrap up by December, with 
work finishing by the end 
of 2013.

Phase one of the project 
includes the H Street block 
between 21 and 22nd streets, 
and the rest of construction 
will be planned block-by-
block, Chapple-Brown said. 
The office is still mapping 
out a timetable for the en-
tire project.

The plan was born out of 
the Innovation Task Force, 
a committee that explores 
cost-cutting and revenue-
enhancing strategies across 
GW. Chapple-Brown said 
the project raised a question 

about how to fund retrofit-
ting projects because they 
do not count as new con-
struction or maintenance 
like other building projects, 
but GW ultimately makes 
up the cost through lower 
energy bills. 

She said the University 
invested in the project sepa-
rately from its annual capi-
tal and operating budget. 
Sherrard declined to pro-
vide specifics about where 
the funding came from for 
the project.

This is the first major 
project to come out of the 
partnership between the 
Office of Sustainability and 
the Division of Operations, 
the office that oversees fa-
cilities and construction.

The sustainability of-
fice also paired with staff 
at the Division of Informa-
tion Technology to set up 
the software and systems 
to monitor the carbon emis-
sion savings, a cooperation 
that further cut back costs 
for GW.

Many universities put 
these types of projects in 

place through external 
groups, Chapple-Brown said, 
paying contractors up to 30 
percent of the project cost.

“The advantage we have 
is that we have the internal 
expertise because we’ve 
taken a couple of years to 

figure it out, so that signifi-
cantly reduces our cost. We 
don’t have to hire somebody 
to do it,“ she said. u

More than 700 students 
have backed the idea of chalk-
ing a mural-turned-discussion 
board onto a construction wall 
in Kogan Plaza.

A pitch for the public art 
project – which has become a 
global fad since the first one 
popped up in New Orleans in 
2007 – landed on a top admin-
istrator’s desk Thursday, after 
it received support from the 
Student Association, Campaign 
GW, Colonial Army and the 
Residence Hall Association.

The wall would act as 
GW's bucket list, with spaces 
available for anyone to fill in 
the blank in the phrase, "Before 
I die, I want to..." 

“The wall itself would 
emphasize the diversity of 
thoughts and opinions of 
students on campus,” said 
Brian Doyle, who launched 
the idea through a Face-
book group Sept. 26. Within 
24 hours, 400 students had 
signed up in support.

The sophomore began 
planning the “Before I Die” 
wall this summer, after he 
attended a TED Global Con-
ference in Scotland, and he 
met the woman who started 
the movement. 

A New Orleans native, 
Candy Chang, introduced the 
“Before I Die” wall in 2007 af-
ter she lost a loved one in Hur-
ricane Katrina. She created the 

project to help her home city 
look toward the future, and it 
has since cropped up as far as 
Australia and Spain. A mural 
previously existed on a con-
struction site at the corner Q 
and 14 streets, NW.

University spokeswoman 
Michelle Sherrard said Ali-
cia Knight, senior associate 
vice president for operations, 
received the wall’s permit re-
quest Thursday but could not 
comment on it, because she 
had not yet discussed the idea 
with her staff.

Student Association Presi-
dent Ashwin Narla, who is 
helping the project gain ap-
proval, said the wall would 
help “liven up the community 
aesthetically.”

“It is interesting to do 
something out of the box. We 
try to bring awareness to the 
project, and it is something fun 
to participate in,” Narla said.

Doyle said he plans to 
raise money from student or-
ganizations to fund the proj-
ect, though he does not yet 
have a cost estimate.

If a wall in Kogan Plaza is 
a success, he hopes to find a 
more permanent location on 
campus in the future over the 
temporary construction wall.

“In our age today, we need 
new and fresh ideas to lighten 
things up,” Doyle said. “It 
could be something that could 
continue on simply and could 
give students a chance to be in-
spired,” he said. u 
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Decades-old systems, like the 550-ton chiller in Gelman Library, will be replaced this year as part of 
a multi-year replacement project that will make campus buildings more energy-efficient.

GW invests $5.3 million in green makeover 

Kogan Plaza could add a 
blackboard for bucket lists 

Zachary Krahmer | seNior staff photographer
Sophomore Brian Doyle's idea to transform a Gelman Library construction 
wall into a public art space received support from student organizations 
and more than 700 students. The proposal is under administrative review.

Shelley Gentry Jessee, a study 
abroad adviser, said the Uni-
versity’s connections with 
India have swelled in the last 
three years, with new study 
abroad possibilities in Delhi, 
Pune and Hyderabad.

But only 23 undergradu-
ates chose to study abroad in 
India last academic year, with 
“steady” interest of about 
four students per semester in 
the country for the past three 
years, Jessee said.

“India is still a non-tradi-
tional destination and a devel-
oping country,” she said. “Not 
all students are prepared for 
the cultural differences India 
presents and choose to study 
in other, more popular study 
abroad destinations.”

GW will need to grow 
in India whether or not the 
country is identified as a site 
for expansion in its strategic 
plan, which administrators 
will release Tuesday, Scarboro 
said. Officials involved with 
the plan have so far floated 
expansions in China, France, 
Brazil and sub-Saharan Afri-
can countries as possible ar-
eas of attention.

Several schools that GW 
considers its peers have 
extensive programs and 
exchanges in India. Duke 

University’s Fuqua School 
of Business runs corporate 
education programs in the 
city of Ahmedabad in west-
ern India, and Northwest-
ern University’s McCor-
mick School of Engineering 
works with top technology 
firms in Mumbai.  

The new attention to-
ward India comes after a 
surge in the number of grad-
uate students attending the 
University from overseas, as 
well as directives from both 
American and Indian leaders 
for colleges and universities 
in each country to deepen 
their connections.

Adam Grotsky, executive 
director of the New Delhi-
based United States-India 
Educational Foundation, said 
“these are exciting times to 
engage with India.”

“[India’s] universities 
and institutes of higher edu-
cation have attained global 
recognition as a result of 
their significant contribution 
in research and develop-
ment,” Grotsky said, calling 
India “a major knowledge-
based economic power.”

The University has typi-
cally relied on pre-existing 
ties to countries they’ve eyed 
for expansion. For example, 
GW School of Business Dean 
Doug Guthrie, a China schol-
ar, has helped lead develop-
ment of a graduate degree 
program there. GW’s large 

South Korean alumni base 
has also given it opportunities 
to grow more in that country, 
Scarboro said.

Less than four months 
ago, Secretary of State Clin-
ton and India’s education 
minister Kapil Sibal met for 
the U.S.-India Higher Edu-
cation Dialogue in Washing-
ton to explore avenues for 
the countries’ universities to 
work in tandem. 

But the Indian govern-
ment announced in August 
that it would narrow op-
portunities for partnerships 
with Indian schools, allow-
ing only schools in the top 
500 of the global rankings to 
add exchange programs in 
the country.

Deepa Ollapally, associ-
ate director of the Sigur Cen-
ter for Asian Studies at the 
Elliott School of International 
Affairs, said the Univer-
sity should prepare for chal-
lenges like competition from 
other U.S. schools and India’s 
bureaucratic government, 
which she called “the biggest 
obstacle.”

“Its not easy to set up 
real partnerships with In-
dian institutions,” Ollapally 
said. “This also has to do 
with long-standing mindsets 
against foreign involvement 
that continue in the academy 
and bureaucracy.”

–Cory Weinberg 
contributed to this report.

GW’s international stature. 
Nearly all undergraduate in-
ternational students pay full 
tuition.

About 10 percent of GW 
students are international, 
but administrators have sug-
gested they are seeking even 
higher foreign enrollment 
rates, comparable to Boston 
University’s foreign student 
rate of 16 percent.

The University saw a 
40 percent surge in foreign 
graduate students this year 
– the fourth year enrollment 
had jumped.

Barratt said administrators 
are planning to add more Eng-
lish skills course sections this 
year to keep class sizes down, 
adding that she also hopes to 
add summer courses to help 
students prepare for the fall.

“That increase in interna-
tional admission has definite 
implications for us,” she said.

Charles Mueller, an as-
sistant professor who teaches 
English skills courses, said 
the department, housed in the 
Academic Center, is constantly 
hiring part-time professors to 
teach the additional class sec-
tions. He added that grading 
the English placement test that 
GW requires international stu-
dents is now a massive task.

"That process is a lot more 
complex when you’re dealing 
with 400 students instead of 
50. It makes a big difference,” 
Mueller said.

But the courses do not fully 
equip students to handle classes 

like University Writing, sopho-
more Wonman Hong, who took 
an English language course af-
ter coming to GW from South 
Korea last year, said. 

Wong said while he 
thought it was “a good pro-
gram to understand culture of 
Washington D.C. and U.S. col-
lege writing style,” he still fell 
behind in his University Writ-
ing class, because the English 
skills course didn’t emphasize 
paper citations and grouped 
together students with a wide 
array of English skills.

He added that because half 
of his English skills classmates 
were from China and the other 
half from South Korea, they 
only spoke to each other in 
their native languages.

“GW is providing every-
thing, but [students] are not us-
ing it,” the international affairs 
major said.

The number of foreign stu-
dents also affects the Writing 
Center, which provides free 
tutoring on academic writing 
for undergraduate and gradu-
ate students. Christy Zink, the 
Writing Center’s director, said 
43 percent of students who got 
help last year did not speak 
English as their first language. 

The Writing Center sched-
uled 5,200 appointments last 
year overall, a 16 percent 
jump from the year before, 
partly bolstered by foreign 
student sessions. The heavy 
traffic also prompted the Writ-
ing Center to hire seven more 
tutors than it had during the 
previous two years.

When training the student 
tutors who work at the Writ-
ing Center in Gelman Library, 
Zink said she integrates les-

sons more and more on how 
to teach international students 
techniques like how to use the 
articles "a," "an" and "the." 

Junior Michelle Cho, in her 
second year as a Writing Cen-
ter tutor, said international stu-
dents make up about half her 
workload and many have not 
picked up grammar skills in 
their classes.

“They use the writing cen-
ter like a grammar fix-it work 
shop," she said.

Zink added that the per-
spectives of international stu-
dents help strengthen the cam-
pus and the Writing Center. 

“Our own sense of what 
English and academic writing 
can do is both deepened and 
heightened as we work with 
students across language ex-
periences to help them become 
better writers,” Zink said. 

She added that while the 
Writing Center and Language 
Center serve similar functions 
for international students, she 
is in close talks with Language 
Center director Shoko Hama-
no about what resources they 
need to add for international 
students. For example, they 
could add a practical and cul-
tural component like how to 
take money out of an Ameri-
can bank, she said.

“What are the questions 
we need to ask about those 
balances [of international stu-
dents] and how do we figure 
out how are we meeting stu-
dent demands and what are 
the resources we want to lobby 
for internally,” she said. “We 
need to have a very close ear to 
the ground for the students.”

–Cory Weinberg 
contributed to this report. 

while the Barenaked Ladies 
show attracted a crowd of 
about 1,000.

The University shelled out 
$190,000 for the ’70s legends, 
according to a contract ob-
tained by The Hatchet.

Band members sported 
looks from different decades, 
with bass guitarist Verdine 
White donning a silver 

jumpsuit with fringe down 
his legs, and singer Philip 
Bailey pairing bright green 
pants with a black-and-white 
checkered blazer.

The full band, which in-
cludes guitarists, drummers 
and horn players, danced in 

sync throughout the show. 
As the show came to a close, 
the band circled around 
White as he shook his booty 
for the crowd.

Alumna Annette Ffol-
kes, who was celebrating 
her 30th reunion, said she 

was excited to be back on 
campus for the concert.

“I’ve been a long-time 
fan,” Ffolkes said. “I actually 
went to see them when I was 
a freshman here at the [Capi-
tal Centre]. I am looking for-
ward to hearing some of the 

hits they made when I was 
going to college here.”

Senior Samantha Malone 
said seeing Knapp play the 
bongos made her night.

“That was the coolest thing 
ever,” Malone said. “It was the 
greatest part of the concert.” u

Vice President for Alumni 
Relations and Development 
Adrienne Rulnick said. Her 
office coordinated 400 events 
internationally last year, up 
from 200 when she started at 
GW five years ago. 

Suzanne Grega, a 2002 
graduate who chartered the 
Philadelphia chapter of the 
Alumni Association, came 
to Alumni Weekend for the 
first time this year. She said 
she has seen the level of 
communication with alum-
ni rise in recent years.

"When I first gradu-
ated, I didn't get much of 
anything from GW asking 
me to donate," she said. 
“They want us to know 
what they have going on 
with the building and how 
they’re trying to make this 
a learning institution."

The development office 
is working on an online sys-
tem to track alumni engage-
ment and tailor donation rec-
ommendations. The system 
would note each individual's 
interests based on records of 
their event attendance, dona-
tion history and student or-
ganization affiliations.

“We can start to look 
at patterns. People who 
came twice, people who 
came three times, people 
in a leadership role – then 
look at their giving. We’re 
getting close to that, and 
that’s really our goal,” Rul-
nick said.

Morsberger said his of-
fice is always looking for 
ways to create “a more ro-
bust Alumni Weekend” to 
reconnect former Colonials 
with GW.

This year's Earth, Wind 
& Fire concert cost the Uni-
versity $190,000, according 
to a contract obtained by 

The Hatchet. But the act 
attracted a crowd of 2,300, 
compared to the 600 people 
who attended last year’s 
Chuck Brown show and the 
more than 1,000 who came 
to see the Barenaked Ladies 
two years ago. 

Taste of GW, a food fes-
tival featuring alumni and 
parents, tripled in size this 
year to include 18 vendors. 
Alumni sampled food from 
restaurants owned by other 
alumni or parents at make-
shift mobile eateries that 
lined University Yard.

As fundraising and pro-
gramming efforts intensify, 
the 200-person Division of 
Development and Alumni Re-
lations office plans to increase 
staffing by about 10 percent 
over the next few years.

The University is also in 
the quiet phase of a multi-
year comprehensive capital 
campaign, gauging inter-
est from potential donors 
to determine a fundraising 
goal and timeline. It is ex-
pected to launch in 2014.

Since Morsberger ar-
rived at GW two years ago, 
the development office 
has spread its reach across 
departments, schools and 
programs.

Alumni relationships 
are a key part of the Uni-
versity’s new career ser-
vices strategy, announced 
last spring. The GW Career 
Center will pair up alumni 
with students for men-
torships and specifically 
designate staff to network 
with alumni who could 
hire graduates.

The career staff is also 
working with the Office of 
Alumni Relations to include 
more opportunities for alum-
ni to job hunt and train. 

“We’re leveraging our 
activities and engagement 
to get people connected 
you have to start that way. 
You don’t start with giv-

ing,” Rulnick said.
For Gideon Davis, who 

has stayed in touch with 
GW by attending events 
every year since he gradu-
ated from the School of 
Engineering and Applied 
Sciences in 1996, engage-
ment with the University 
has helped him shore up 
his career training.

“I looked at the econ-
omy. Jobs are shaky, so I 
thought it was better to go 
to the career management 
session they offered,” Da-
vis said.

This fall, Rulnick coor-
dinated GW’s first virtual 
career networking hour – a 
chatroom divided by indus-
tries like media and com-
munications, art and busi-
ness and economics that 
created six-minute “speed 
dating” for participants.

Rulnick worked with 
local universities this sum-
mer to create a D.C. alumni 
group in Asia. She will be 
traveling to Hong Kong 
this fall to help kick off the 
organization, which she 
said she hopes will connect 
students based on their 
D.C. experiences.

The development and 
alumni office has also en-
couraged professors and 
deans to reach out to alum-
ni when they travel inter-
nationally.

Rulnick said she tells 
them, " 'I see you’re going to 
be in South Africa, we have 
10 alumni in the city you’re 
going to be at, but if you 
have a free night, we’d love 
to have them come to din-
ner with you and ask them 
for their business cards.' "

"So we can maximize 
our efforts without always 
putting staff on a plane,” 
Rulnick said.

—Chloe Sorvino and 
Matthew Kwiecinski

 contributed to 
this report.
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Opinions
A need for more 

candid conversation

This year, Student Associa-
tion President Ashwin Nar-
la has decided to focus his 
attention on several proj-

ects, like expanding student space 
and lowering cumbersome fees.

Most of the items on the agenda 
are noteworthy, but there is one that 
seems a little bit out of place. For 
the past several years, the SA has 
proposed creating an online calen-
dar that would centralize campus 
events. It is an item which never 
seems to catch its stride – and that's 
because it is not as important as oth-
er issues. It is a weak bullet point on 
an otherwise strong agenda. 

There are better ways for the SA 
to spend its time and effort.

Besides, the University already 
sends GWeekly email blasts, chron-
icling student organizations’ events 
on a week-to-week basis.

So far this year, Narla has had 
some success with other lobby-
ing efforts.

Following repeated calls for in-
creased student space, the Univer-
sity agreed last week to lower fees 
for students and extend the hours 
in Funger and Duques halls until 
2 a.m. so students have space to 
study well into the night.

And while increasing space 
on campus has been a big issue 
for the community, a student or-
ganization calendar is not high on 
anybody’s list. This just should 
not be something the SA is still 
devoting time toward. 

These kinds of initiatives – 
which seem out of touch with the 
practical needs of students – are 
why so many feel apathetic to-
ward the SA. The SA should focus 
on initiatives that affect the aver-
age student and can help rally 
their support.

Admittedly, many universities, 
like Princeton, Yale and Brown, al-
ready have similar calendars. But at 
a time when student organizations 
find themselves with less funding 
than they had last year, should we 
really be focusing on something so 
unimportant?

In the meantime, Narla and 
his team should look to improve J 
Street, find ways to make the Mar-
vin Center more student friendly 
and increase school spirit.

There are more pressing issues 
at hand than a calendar. Students 
can live without it.

–The writer is a sophomore 
majoring in international affairs.

The new “Only At GW” 
website launched last 
week advertises the Uni-
versity and gives prospec-

tive students a glimpse at campus 
life and culture. Built fresh from 
the bottom up, the site is not only 
well designed, but it is also help-
ful to those who want to learn 
more about GW.

What a stark contrast it is to 
the University’s home page.

Just this past month, the main 
GW website received a makeover, 
timed to coincide with the unveil-
ing of what the administration 
has called a new visual identity.

Unlike “Only At GW,” this 
redesign isn’t an improvement. 
What it does is create yet anoth-
er template for the University’s 
sloppy construction of web por-
tals and publicity.

It is remarkable that the same 
administration that signed off on 
“Only At GW” is content with 
this new confusing and visually 
unappealing home page design. 
The University needs to develop 
a plan that mimics the creativity 
of the “Only At GW” page, and 
apply it to create a network of 
websites that are accessible and 
user-friendly, unlike the confus-
ing, haphazard construction of 
web portals that exists now.

The new design has lost the 
academic feel of the old website.

The fonts now lack serifs, vi-
sual characteristics that indicate 
substantive content, which makes 
the lettering look unprofessional 
and amateur. And the layout is 
more confusing, with elements 
compartmentalized into inconsis-

tently sized columns that do not 
relate to one another.

Visitors to the site are met 
with a rather oversized slideshow 
that presents the school’s new ad-
vertising campaign. But the slides 
are difficult to read, due to incon-
sistent font sizes and poor choice 

of hallmark fonts. By comparison, 
the old site gave prominence to 
concrete news or feature items 
that represented the reach of pro-
grams taking place at GW.

The University's home page 
is also far too long, with a mas-
sive slideshow, a strangely de-
signed news module with a 
grainy image that links to GW 

Today and a series of “Univer-
sity highlights” that are actually 
useful and interesting but bur-
ied at the bottom of the page.

More generally, there is a 
lack of cohesion to the design. 
The administration should 
have focused on standardizing 
the look and feel of the entire 
GW online infrastructure.

Then of course there’s 
MyGW, a useful page with a 
template that has no resem-
blance to the rest of the domain. 
There are different templates 
for the GW Law School, the 
School of Medicine and Health 
Sciences, Alumni and GW 
Housing. The Parent Services 
site resembles websites built a 
decade ago. These sites require 
immediate attention.

GW’s first website available 
via online archives was simple: a 
welcome banner and 13 text links 
for visitors to navigate what was 
then a limited online presence.

That was nearly 16 years ago. 
By now, GW has fallen prey to a dif-
ficulty plaguing large institutions 
with burgeoning websites. Stan-
dards in web development con-
tinue to change, but organizations 
often do not have the resources to 
update and maintain websites, de-
spite growth in content.

GW has taken the first step, 
though. It allocated resources 
and developed a new front 
page. But this emphasis on the 
front page was merely cosmetic 
and did not address issues with 
the rest of the domain.

–The writer is a first year 
student in the GW Law School.

Provost Steven Lerman, 
meet the student body. 
Student body, meet Pro-
vost Lerman.

As a new season of Student 
Association lobbying unfolds, 
Colonials are watching the pro-
vost directly handle student life 
issues, after the University add-
ed those operations to Lerman's 
responsibilities last spring.

The strategic plan is the first 
major test of the provost's com-
mitment to the student experi-
ence at the University and will 
set the tone for subsequent in-
teractions. Lerman must prove 
to students that he is receptive to 
their concerns.

Lerman is not exactly a cam-
pus celebrity. And in all like-
lihood, many students don’t 
know who he is. He’s not an 
avid tweeter like Senior Asso-
ciate Provost and Dean of Stu-
dents Peter Konwerski, who 
constantly interacts with stu-
dents. He is the chief academic 
officer, and in the past, that job 

has not entailed direct engage-
ment with students on issues 
beyond school and studying. 

But last week, Lerman held a 
town hall focused on incorporat-
ing a student life component into 
the strategic plan – a move SA 
president Ashwin Narla is trying 
to cement. But whether or not 
he chooses to give student life a 
home in this decade-long blue-
print for the University will be 
largely symbolic of his willing-
ness to work with students on 
issues in the future.  

The provost must prove to 
students that he values their in-
put and wants to make student 
life a top priority over the next 
decade. This is a chance for him 
to show that he considers stu-
dent life to be just as important 
as academics. While academics 

are certainly one defining aspect 
of any university, student life is 
the other ingredient that com-
pletes the average student's col-
lege experience. 

While the onus is on stu-
dents to rally behind the SA ex-
ecutives and show up at town 
halls with suggestions, they 
will be skeptical and discour-
aged if they feel their concerns 
are falling on deaf ears.

The provost deserves credit 
for responding quickly to the SA's 
student space plan. He extended 
the hours Funger and Duques are 
open and agreed to cut two fees. 
And its admirable that he held a 
town hall to discuss the strategic 
plan with students.

But there is still a lot of work 
to be done on both ends. And 
now that everyone has been for-
mally introduced, hopefully the 
real work can begin.

–The writer, a senior majoring 
in political science, is a Hatchet 

Senior columnist and the former 
contributing opinions editor.

Students feel the heat on campus
by Montana Debor

A chance to set the tone for student life Make SA 
initiatives 
worthwhile

Rethink GW's web presence 

 Staff EditorialS

Universities nationwide are rap-
idly moving from candor to canned 
statements.

Colleges are a playing ground for 
fresh ideas. On Friday, Ithaca College 
announced the implementation of a 
new media policy that will require 
reporters to go through media rela-
tions officers every time they inter-
view administrators, adding a level 
of filtration.

The move mirrors the 2010 ex-
pansion of GW’s media relations 
office – one that now has six staff-
ers who manage and maintain mes-
saging for the University by sitting 
in on interviews with high- to mid-
level administrators and approving 
a large portion of email exchanges.

Additional filters to information 
at universities do not necessarily 
blockade a news organization from 
the truth. But when administrations 
become so consumed with maintain-
ing image, the free flow of informa-
tion falls to a culture of control over 
the conversation.

Public relations offices are created 
to expedite and filter information. In 
this climate of 24-hour news cycles 
and Internet outlets that seem to make 
faux pas easy and frequent, many or-
ganizations nationwide are intensify-
ing their media relations divisions.

But the danger becomes great when 
information is curbed, clipped or cen-
sored for the sake of public relations.

Student journalists often act as 
universities’ sole watchdogs. As 
media relations divisions ramp up 
their barriers to information – ad-
ministrators requiring quote review, 
frequently declining to comment on 
university matters or outright de-
manding a paper to remove content 
– the quality of coverage suffers.

The decreasing level of candor 
at universities has become a concern 
nationwide. The University of Geor-
gia came under national scrutiny 
when administrators tried to take 
editorial control over the content 
of The Red and Black, the student 
newspaper. The Harvard Crimson 
recently banned quote review – a 
policy that forced journalists to send 
quotes back to administrators for ap-
proval before they could run. The 
Daily Princetonian announced last 
week that reporters would no lon-
ger conduct interviews over email, 
saying the practice lacked the clarity 
and honesty of off-the-cuff conversa-
tions that are crucial to effective re-
porting, and comments would come 
back devoid of real meaning.

The rising control nationally 
from media relations offices has im-
plications that reach further than just 
student journalists.

It means the community knows 
less about security on campus. It 
means the faculty knows less about 
distribution of administrator pay. It 
means students strapped with loans 
know less about where their hefty 
tuition dollars go.

And we cannot help but be dis-
heartened to see the nature of dia-
logue between administrators and 
student journalists shift away from 
the highest level of transparency.

EMeRG is crucial to the health 
and protection of hundreds of stu-
dents and helps save lives every day.

The student-run emergency re-
sponse group, subsidized by the 
University for operational costs, 
turns to the Student Association for 
help funding extra expenditures.

But two weeks ago, when the 
SA Finance Committee announced 
its annual funding allocations for 
each organization, student EMeRG 
volunteers faced the reality that the 
entirety of the nearly $20,000 they re-
quested for new uniforms, a vehicle 
and a laptop would not be covered.

In an ideal scenario, the Uni-
versity would cover the entirety of 
EMeRG’s costs, rather than leaving 
certain expenses for the SA to po-
tentially cover. But neither the Uni-
versity nor the SA have unlimited 
funding.

And if the SA cannot provide the 
additional financial support EMeRG 
needs, it should help the group find 
other ways to raise funds.

By partnering together, EMeRG 
and the SA could increase their fund-
raising efforts by soliciting members 
of the community to help fund this 
essential campus service.

EMeRG: Not just any 
student organization
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NumbEr 
cruNch 3 The place, of seven teams, that the 

women's cross country team finished at 
the George Mason Invitational Saturday.

H
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After a series of games in which 
the Colonials couldn’t click on of-
fense, they turned up the heat Sat-
urday, sending a total of 12 shots 
toward the Longwood net. But de-
spite that renewed offensive front – 
which head coach Craig Jones called 
a clear improvement compared to 
games past – GW couldn’t outscore 
the Lancers, dropping 3-1 in its af-
ternoon match.

“I’m disappointed that we lost,” 
Jones said. “But the positive obvi-
ously to come out of the game is we 
certainly took a lot more shots. We 
created more chances. So on that end 
– the offensive side – the only thing 
we didn’t do is score more goals.”

The Colonials netted the first 
goal of the game 29 minutes into 
play, taking its sole lead of the game 
when senior forward Seth Rudolph 
zipped the ball into the lower left 
corner of the net on a penalty kick. 
From there, both teams battled to 
put the second tally of the game on 
the board, but it was Longwood that 
scored less than 10 minutes after 
Rudolph’s goal, ending the first half 
in a 1-1 tie.

Early in the second half, the Co-
lonials had several scoring opportu-
nities, but their efforts were blocked 
by the Longwood goalkeeper. Fur-
ther frustrating GW’s attack, the 
Lancers scored a second goal in 
the 56th minute of play, raising the 
score to 2-1. 

The Colonials took a number of 
shots, but struggled with control, 
seeing most sail high or wide of the 
net throughout the rest of the half. 
The Lancers scored the final goal of 
the game, in the 83rd minute, on a 
breakaway.

“It was a good effort and a good 
fight, but we’ve just got some little 
mistakes we need to clean up,” ju-
nior forward Tyler Ranalli said.

Complicating play for the Colo-
nials is the number of players on the 
team’s roster who have nagging in-
juries, keeping them from perform-
ing to their full potential. Jones was 
careful not to tax his team too much 
between Wednesday’s match against 

NJIT and Saturday’s contest, he said, 
because he wanted his players to 
have maximum recovery time.

Jones said he tried to look for 
the positive in the team’s depleted 
roster, adding that it allows for flu-
idity among GW’s bench.

“Anytime you have injuries, you 
have to shuffle the pack a little bit,” 
Jones said. “Like I say to the guys, it 
gives players an opportunity to play. 
And it gives other players, that may not 
necessarily get the minutes, to come in 
and take advantage of that maybe, and 
stick a claim for a starting spot.”

Before the Colonials begin A-10 
play, Jones said he plans to give 
his players two days off to rest and 
take care of any injuries. Tuesday, 
though, they will begin to prepare 
for their first league game Friday 

evening at Richmond. 
Jones said it is unfortunate the 

team will not begin conference play 
at home, but he is confident and rec-
ognizes that it is imperative that the 
Colonials are successful on the road.

In conference play, the team 
is not looking to make any major 
changes, Rudolph said, instead 
working to build off of the positive 
things they have done so far this 
season and to correct the mistakes 
they have been making. Ranalli 
said the Colonials are still looking 
to prove that they are the best team 
in the A-10. The team’s major goal, 
he said, is to make it to the cham-
pionship, and next week marks the 
beginning of that path.

“It’s a whole new season next 
week,” Ranalli said. u

GW’s victory over Saint Louis Sat-
urday was the sort of hard-fought win 
that could have the power to change 
the tone of a season.

After a straight set loss Friday at 
the hands of A-10 newcomer Butler, 
the Colonials were threatened with 
a winless weekend. But the team 
was determined to have the last 
say. Down two sets in Saturday’s 
match against Saint Louis, GW came 
storming back to win the next three 
and take the match 3-2. 

“I just couldn’t be more proud 
of this team,” head coach Amanda 
Ault said. “It shows a lot about 
them, and today they really showed 
themselves that we can do this. 
Hopefully they gained some confi-
dence after tonight.”

In Friday’s matchup against 
Butler, the Colonials were never 
able to grab the momentum. They 

struggled, losing the first set 25-16 
largely due to nine attack errors 
and a subpar .026 attack percentage. 
The second set was likely GW’s best 
chance to get back in the match, but 
after 12 ties and five lead changes, a 
3-1 Butler run allowed the Bulldogs 
to sneak out a 25-22 win. 

Slow starts have plagued GW 
all season, which Ault attributes 
to poor ball handling and a lack of 
aggressiveness.

“We just couldn’t ever get any-
thing going,” Ault said. “We talk a 
lot about the serve-and-pass game, 
and that’s where our matches are 
either won or loss. But right from 
the beginning, we weren’t going ag-
gressive at the line or taking care of 
that first contact.”

The Colonials fought hard in the 
third set to make up for their early 
mistakes, using a 13-7 run to tie the 
match late at 23-23. The deficit proved 
too large though, as Butler was able 
to win three of the last four points 

and clinch the set 26-24. Junior Jamie 
Armstrong and senior Lauren Whyte 
both had double-digit kills – 10 and 11 
respectively – while freshman Maddy 
Doyle kept the defense strong with a 
career-high 20 digs. 

“We know with the additions of 
VCU and Butler that there are two 
very good teams being added to the 
A-10, so we were expecting a good 
match,” Ault said. “They’re just a re-
ally good team who did a lot of things 
well against us.”

Early on, Saturday’s match against 
Saint Louis looked eerily similar to the 
Butler loss the day before. GW started 
slow, hitting -.186 in the first set and 
-.024 in the second set, practically 
handing the Billikens their 25-12 and 
25-15 set wins. In the third set though, 
something changed for GW. The Colo-
nials opened up the frame with a 9-3 
lead and extended that to 19-11 advan-
tage.  They held off a late scare from 
Saint Louis and secure the set 26-24. 

“It was like it was a different 

team,” Ault said. “They started to 
execute the game plan, they started 
to take care of the ball more and they 
started to put each other in better situ-
ations. That momentum and that en-
ergy makes you feed off of each other 
instead of bringing you down like in 
the first two sets.”

GW was able to take the fourth 
set 25-20 and force a deciding fifth 
set. For a moment, it appeared that 
the Colonials’ comeback would be all 
for naught as the Billikens grabbed 
an early 7-3 lead in the fifth. But once 
again, GW stole the momentum, us-
ing a 6-1 run to take a 9-8 lead, before 
relying on two consecutive kills from 
sophomore Landon Garvik to finish 
off the set 15-12.

“Whenever you fight back from 
being down 0-2, it speaks a lot about 
your team,” Ault said. “Especially the 
way that we were down, because re-
ally, we just got stomped in the first 
couple of games. So to really change 
their attitude, change their mind-set, 

change their aggressiveness overall as 
a team was huge.”

The comeback would not have 
been possible if not for the perfor-
mances of Whyte, sophomore Kelsey 
Newman and redshirt freshman Jes-
sica Lubic. Whyte led all players with 
18 kills, while Newman put away 14 
kills of her own and posted career-
highs of 18 digs and six blocks for a 
match-high 19.5 points. Lubic paced 
the team throughout the entire match, 
putting up 39 assists and 15 digs.

“They [Whyte and Newman] both 
stepped up, especially in game three, 
and started attacking the way we need-
ed them to,” Ault said. “They were hit-
ting their shots, going up strong and 
giving us energy to feed off of.”

The grinding win brings the 
Colonials’ A-10 record to an even 
.500. The team will play its next 
three conference matches at home, 
hopefully giving the Colonials the 
opportunity to climb the ladder in 
the A-10 standings. u

The Colonials hoped their 
opening weekend of A-10 play 
would mirror their decisive vic-
tory over District-rival Howard 
the week before, a shutout win 
that seemed to give GW valu-
able momentum heading into 
league competition.

Instead, it was the exact op-
posite: back-to-back shutouts, 
this time with the Colonials on 
the losing end. They dropped 2-0 
games to both Richmond, Fri-
day, and conference newcomer 
VCU Sunday. And in both, head 
coach Sarah Barnes said, the key 
piece lacking from the team’s 
play was its offensive rhythm.

“At the end of the day, the 
bottom line for us is we have 
to do a better job at connecting 
passes so we can be more dan-
gerous in attack,” Barnes said. 
“We’ve got to be able to keep 
the ball better.”

As Richmond fired shots to 
open play Friday, GW stayed 
solid on defense, led by fresh-
man goalkeeper Shannon Mur-
phy, who nabbed an early save 
after a Spiders corner kick. The 
Colonials battled with Rich-
mond for the first 45 minutes of 
play, but the half ended without 
either team finding the back of 
the net. They headed into the 
break scoreless.

But Richmond broke the 
deadlock early in the second, 
scoring with a header off of a 
free kick. In response, the Co-
lonials’ aggressive nature in-
creased, but they couldn’t get 
their shots to stay accurate. And 
in the 68th minute, the Spiders 
solidified their win with a shot 
fired 35 yards away from the 
net that would prove to be the 
final score of the game.

Freshman midfielder 
Kristi Abbate, who played 

significant minutes the entire 
weekend, said the momentum 
changed once the first goal 
was scored, but the Colonials 
never quit on the field.

“Our work ethic is really 
strong. We never gave up. I 
don’t even think 'til the last 
minute we stopped trying. Peo-
ple were still slide tackling,” 
Abbate said.

The Colonials returned to 
the pitch Sunday, seeking to se-
cure their first A-10 win in a con-
test against VCU. But the Rams 
netted a goal off of a corner kick 
at the 11th minute of play in the 
first, forcing GW to play catch-
up for the rest of the game.

The Colonials ended the 
half with only three shot at-
tempts, seeking to establish 
the offensive rhythm empha-
sized in conversations leading 
up to the game.

“We really wanted to attack 
hard and make sure we had 
good pressure on the ball. We 
had high confidence going into 
this game,” Murphy said.

The Rams entered the second 
half with a bang, tallying two 
shot attempts quickly within the 
first five minutes of play. With 
21 minutes left in the game, ju-
nior Alex Neal crossed the ball 
towards senior Adriana Moya, 
seeking to put the Colonials on 
the board, but a Rams defender 
dove in front of the pass, halting 
its path. VCU’s score in the 82nd 
minute of play sealed its victo-
ry, marking the second straight 
shutout loss for GW.

But Barnes emphasized the 
need to take the season game-by-
game, a caution against hitting 
the panic button after a disap-
pointing opening to A-10 play.

“I think this is a process. 
There are little things we do 
better each game,” Barnes said. 
“We just need to be more con-
sistent overall.” u

Colonials hit the road, earn energetic win over Saint Louis

GW falls in 
Saturday 
matinee

Top: FraNcis rivEra | phoTo EdiTor, abovE: camEroN LaNcasTEr | haTchET phoTographEr 
Top: Senior midfielder Zach Abaie looks for an open man, trying to create a play 
during Saturday's game against Longwood. Bottom: Junior midfielder Tyler Ranalli 
charges around a Longwood opponent during the match.

Top: corEy zagoNE | haTchET phoTographEr, abovE: zachary KrahmEr | sENior sTaFF phoTographEr
Top: Sophomore Alex Brothers prepares to control the ball during 
Sunday's game against VCU. Bottom: Freshman forward Kristi Abbate 
tries to shake a defender and nab control during the Colonials' 2-0 loss.

womEN's soccEr  | VCU 2, gw 0

Colonials open A-10 
play with a sputter
by sophia omuEmu
Hatchet Staff Writer

by mary ELLEN mciNTirE
Hatchet Staff Writer

by NicK oNg
Hatchet Staff Writer

voLLEybaLL  | gw 3, saint lOUis 2
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Research Assistant 

Self-motivated student 

needed to assist 

with basic research 

tasks such as online 

research, preparation 

of bibliographies, 

management of 

electronic and paper-

based filing systems, 

correspondence with 

other researchers, 

etc. 

$10/hour.

Email 

jheffner@gwu.edu

JOBS

GWorld Merchants &

 every Monday - The GW Hatchet 
Use your GWorld at these locations or cut out the appropriate coupon and save on 

purchases from area businesses.

Super Saver Coupons

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS 
SPECIAL PROMOTION, 

CONTACT YOUR SALES REP 
OR CALL (202) 994-7682

DEADLINE FOR MERCHANTS 
PAGE: Prior Thursday, 4pm

Call NOW!!  - 
Limited Number 
of Participants -  

Call NOW!!

GWorld Merchants



Lisa Miller
Features Editor
lmiller@gwhatchet.com

Josh Perlman
Contributing Editor
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Get off your
BOTTOM

CharLes MarviLLe exhibit
National Gallery of Art
Oct. 1 
Free

PoLiCa
The Black Cat
Oct. 2 
$15

Karolina ramos
Contributing Editor
kramos@gwhatchet.com

Directions:
1. Preheat the oven to 400 degrees Fahrenheit. 
2. Peel the squash, cut it in half and remove the pulp and 
seeds using a spoon. Wash and dry the seeds. Chop the 
squash into 1-inch pieces. Lightly coat the pieces in olive oil, 
sprinkle with salt and spread evenly on a foil-lined baking 
sheet. Cook for 20-30 minutes or until tender, turning once.
3. In a blender or food processor, purée the squash with a 
drizzle of olive oil until smooth. In a pan, sauté the garlic 
and shallots in butter and add the purée. Add the sage, 
Parmesan cheese and salt, thinning the mixture out to the 
desired consistency with apple juice or water. Include a 

drizzle of honey if you desire a sweeter taste.
4. Boil a pot of salted water. Lightly coat seeds with olive 
oil and sprinkle generously with salt. Roast in the oven until 
browned and crunchy.
5. Once the water is boiling, add the pasta and cook for six 
to eight minutes, or until al dente. Strain and add to the 
sauce, stirring to readjust sauce consistency.
6. Candy the pecans by cooking them in a pan with butter, 
salt and loads of sugar. Be careful, because they burn 
easily. Remove them from the pan immediately and set 
aside to cool. 
7. Top the pasta with the candied pecans, toasted squash 
seeds, ricotta cheese and sage.

HATCHET RECIPES

Pappardelle with butternut squash purée, candied pecans and ricotta

Follow these simple recipes to add just the right amount of flavor to any celebration.

Bites and Booze

When a friend introduced me to this Scottish cocktail, I knew it would be the perfect drink to greet the fall. 
It traditionally features whiskey mixed with steamed apple juice and honey, but I added pungent cloves 

and aromatic orange peel for an autumn twist.
serves one

steamy hot scot

What better way is there to welcome the fall than with an autumn-themed potluck? It’s the joy of sharing 
the anticipation of brisk air, changing leaves, hot cups of tea and pajama pants. But above all, it’s the 

beauty of preparing a meal with friends and then eating and drinking until your jeans feel tight. Try this 
recipe for pappardelle – thick pasta ribbons – with a rich sauce of butternut squash and sage, topped with 

dollops of ricotta cheese and candied pecans. Warm and hearty, it’s the perfect dish for a fall evening.
serves five

ingredients:

1 medium-sized butternut squash
Olive oil
Kosher salt
2 cloves of garlic, minced
1 shallot, minced
3-4 tablespoons butter
Sage leaves, chopped
Parmigiano Reggiano, grated
Apple juice or water
Honey
1 lb pappardelle pasta
Pecans
Sugar
5-7 tablespoons ricotta cheese

ingredients:

1 orange
2-3 shots of organic apple juice
Cloves (about 1 pinch per serving)
Honey
Whiskey (I used Black Velvet Canadian Whisky, 
sold for $10 at The Market at Columbia Plaza)

Directions:
1.  Peel an orange and cut in half.
2. Heat the apple juice, cloves and orange halves 
in a pot until scalding.
3.  Add a drizzle of honey and a shot of  whiskey.
4.  Serve in a mug or glass with an orange peel 
for garnish.

It’s a strange time to be a D.C. 
sports fan. The Washington 
Nationals are gracing the 

covers of Sports Illustrated and 
ESPN magazines. For the first 
time in nearly a century, D.C. has 
a baseball team playing in the 
postseason.

Natitude – a term born from a 
marketing campaign to launched 
boost summer ticket sales – has 
descended upon the District. 
The play on words now graces 
Twitter hashtags, fan and team 
gear and a banner outside the 
ballpark. It has entered every 
Washingtonian's vocabulary, em-
bodying the influx of local pride 
and proving wrong those who 
doubted the underdog Nationals. 

With a team that is only 8 
years old, no one can say you’re 
jumping on the bandwagon. 
Grab your Curly W’s and use 
The Hatchet’s guide to getting in 
on the Nationals’ playoff action.

How To gET To THE STAdIum:
If you haven’t yet made the trip to the new Na-

tionals Park, now’s the time. Take the blue or or-
ange Metro line from Foggy Bottom, switch to the 
green line at L’Enfant Plaza and  get off at the 
Navy Yard-Ballpark station. The trip takes all 
of 15 minutes, and the ballpark sits right 
above the Metro station.

Tim O’Shaughnessy, CEO of Living-
Social, announced Thursday that his 
company would be paying to keep the 
Metro open to transport fans home. 
While the Metro normally closes at 
midnight Sunday through Thursday 
and at 3 a.m. Friday and Saturday, 
closing time will now be adjusted 
based on game schedules.

undER-21 oPTIonS:
For the under-21 crowd, there are on-campus options as well. 
As with most major sporting events, Nationals games will be 
shown on the marvin Center TVs. 

Students have the unfamiliar opportunity to root for a local 
team: It’s the first time D.C. has a baseball team in the postseason 
since 1933, so get a Natitude check and rally for the home team.

BEST SPoRTS BARS:
Watching the games with friends at a 

local bar is an affordable and exciting way 
to show pride.

Rhino Bar & Pumphouse: Though tradi-
tionally a Red Sox bar, Rhino Bar & Pumphouse 
in Georgetown is embracing the sudden swell 
of Nationals fans. The bar will unveil a 30-foot 
bright red Nats banner across the front of its 
building and will offer $8 Miller Lite and Co-
ors Light pitchers, 25-cent wings and reduced 
price shots on all game days.

mcFadden’s Restaurant and Saloon: 
Closer to campus, the student hotspot Mc-
Fadden’s DC will host baseball-themed 
events on game nights. Bring a ticket from 
a postseason game and your first drink is 

on the house. Drink specials will vary de-
pending on game times, but deals and 

prizes, such as game-ticket raffles, will 
be available to celebrate every game.

wHAT To EAT:
Nationals Park boasts an array of con-
cessions, including District favorites 

such as Ben’s Chili Bowl, Shake 
Shack and Hard Times Cafe.

Justin’s Cafe: Looking to eat out-
side the park? Justin’s Cafe is a 

popular pre-game spot to 
grab a bite and a beer. 

It also stays open 
late for post-

game rev-
elry.

wHERE To gET 
TICkETS:
online: For those down for an ad-
venture, playoff game tickets can still 
be purchased – but they cost a pretty 
penny. The cheapest tickets are going for 
about $120 a piece on StubHub.com.

Box office: Don't have early classes? Head to 
the box office gameday mornings for $30 standing 
room-only tickets. Tickets are limited, so get there 
when the box office opens at 10 a.m. Monday through 
Friday and 9 a.m. Sundays.

Catching a Natitude: 
by MiChaeL abraMs | Hatchet Reporter

For the first time since 1933, D.C.'s home team has advanced 
to the playoffs. Here's how to navigate the postseason:
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