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Train takes GW on 'soul vacation'
by chris hebdon Hatchet Reporter
Thousands of students and their families
gathered Saturday to see three-time Grammy
award-winning band Train rock out for two
hours at the Smith Center.
Crowds swayed to songs like “Calling All
Angels” and jumped to their feet for upbeat
tunes like “50 Ways to Say Goodbye” and
“Hey Soul Sister.”
Lead singer Pat Monahan grabbed the audience's attention throughout the show, ripping off
his T-shirt at one point to autograph it and handing off the scraps to audience members. As beach
balls flew overhead, he caught and signed a few
before tossing them back into the crowd.
Between songs, Monahan cracked jokes
with the crowd.
“Thank you for inviting us to such a beautiful school. We play a lot of schools that just party,
but you actually do work here,” said Monahan,
as he pretended to smoke a joint.
He also called about 20 females – students
and family members – onto the stage to sing
and dance during the song "Mermaid," encouraging women over the age of 18 to "sexy dance"
for the crowd, and for the younger girls to "not
even think about it."

'Superdorm' to
cost $130 million
by chloé sorvino
Assistant News Editor

The University will begin construction this summer on its most expensive
residence hall – a massive $130 million
building that will merge three halls at
the center of campus.
The 850-bed mega-hall will include
common areas, faculty suites, affinity
housing and retail space. Upon completion in 2016, the so-called “superdorm,” will become the second-largest
residence hall in Foggy Bottom.
The building, between H and I
streets, will house mostly sophomores
and juniors after combining the three
nearly century-old structures – the
freshman Crawford Hall and the sophomore halls The West End and The
Schenley. It will add 300 beds to the
Foggy Bottom Campus.
The project will add another swath
of construction to the Foggy Bottom
Campus at a time when there are cranes
or dirt ditches on nearly every block.
About 45 percent of the rooms
will be singles, while 30 percent are
reserved for affinity housing and the
remaining 25 percent will become
two-bedroom suites.
The 64,000 square feet set aside for

See TRAIN: Page 5
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student space will likely resemble the
common rooms in West Hall on the
Mount Vernon Campus, and also feature retail shops, similar to those in the
basement of Ivory Tower.
University President Steven
Knapp said the food venues lining I
Street would transform what is currently the entrance to The West End
into “more of a college town,” offering more retail space across the street
from The Avenue.
Knapp said the student areas
would help build a community in “a
city that has a tremendous capacity to
draw students off campus” for jobs
and internships. He said the Student
Association also highlighted common
space as a priority.
About six to eight faculty members will live in suites in the new residence hall, increasing the number of
live-in professors from nine to more
than 17 – part of Provost Steven Lerman’s goal to integrate classroom and
residential experiences.
Lerman, who lived in a residence
hall during his time as an administrator
at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, said bridging the gap between
See DORM: Page 5

Go online to watch a video of Train's performance
freddo lin | Hatchet Staff PHOTOGRAPHER

J Street to offer rewards
through smartphone app
by chris hebdon
Hatchet Reporter
Students will be able to rack up
points for free meals at J Street starting
this month.
GW is one of a dozen schools with
Sodexo dining that will offer student customers rewards through a smartphone
app called QBOT, designed to list coupons and alerts about sales.
Director of Campus Support Services Nancy Haaga said the deals program
will encourage students to go to J Street
and Pelham Commons on the Mount
Vernon Campus. Students can download
the iPhone and Android app to see daily
sales and sign up for the loyalty program
that offers students with coupons the
more they shop.
“Hopefully, everyone wins. It will

keep people coming back and it rewards customers with discounts and
freebies,” Haaga said, adding that specifics like the types of sales and coupons have yet to be finalized.
The dining office has tried to reinvent J Street's image through a major
marketing campaign that launched
last May, plastering advertisements in
residence halls and trying to increase
its social media presence. GW’s dining
services welcomed its first marketing
director in August.
J Street, which brought in Auntie
Anne’s Pretzels and the Vietnamese
option Bon Mi this year, has repeatedly swapped venues over the last two
years to attract more business. After the
removal of popular fast food options,
See J STREET: Page 5
ashley lucas | contributing photo editor

Residents of The President Condominium at 22nd and I streets plan to testify against University construction along
Pennsylvania Avenue at a zoning hearing next month, citing traffic and noise concerns that could threaten rentals.

Locals fight campus construction
by danielle telson
Hatchet Staff Writer

hatchet file photo

A new Sodexo partnership with smartphone app company QBOT will offer students
the chance to earn points toward free meals and products for using their GWorlds.

The President Condominium,
the only non-GW building along
a chunk of I Street, has for 71 years
watched the University spend hundreds of millions of dollars razing
and erecting new buildings. But
owners and residents there say tensions with University construction
have reached a tipping point.
As the University prepares to
seek approval from the city’s zoning board Nov. 15 for its next big
project – a multi-million dollar
office complex along I Street and
Pennsylvania Avenue – residents

at the condominium say it could
collapse their company and push
tenants out of Foggy Bottom. They
plan to testify against the project at
a city hearing next month.
The proposed design is about 18
percent bigger than original plans
laid out in the 2007 Campus Plan – a
gripe residents plan to bring to the
city. The 11-story structure would
total 250,000 square feet, and also
include 6,000 feet of retail, a loading
dock and a 179-car garage.
Construction would begin in
2014, ripping down an office building, two University townhouses,
Froggy Bottom Pub, Thai Place,
Panda Cafe and Mehran Restaurant

along Pennsylvania Avenue.
The condos, on the corner of
22nd and I streets, are also less than
a block away from the construction
pit that will become the Science and
Engineering Hall in 2015, and the recently completed Avenue complex.
Anthony Cook, who has rented
out space in The President Condominium for a decade, said noise and
traffic from a proposed alleyway
outside residents’ windows would
turn them away for good.
“My tenants will move out.
There’s no doubt in my mind,”
Cook said at a Foggy Bottom and
See CONDO: Page 5
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IN Brief

Meryl Streep, Eric Cantor
up for honorary degrees
An award-winning actress, the House
majority leader, an NBA star and HIV/
AIDS activist and the U.S. attorney for
Massachusetts are among the candidates
for honorary degrees this spring, the Board
of Trustees decided Friday.
University President Steven Knapp will
select recipients of ceremonial degrees during this spring’s Commencement from a
candidate pool that includes Meryl Streep,
Magic Johnson, Rep. Eric Cantor, R-Va.,
and Carmen Ortiz.
Recipients must meet two out of three
criteria: a connection to GW, a commitment to public service and distinguished
professional, intellectual, academic or
creative success.
Last fall, the Board approved a list of
14 potential degree recipients, including
author J.K. Rowling and Prime Minister of
India Manmohan Singh. Knapp ultimately
selected international businessman Carlos
Slim and alumna and artist Clarice Smith
for the degrees, along with Commencement speaker and NBC Nightly News anchor Brian Williams.
Chairman of the board Russell Ramsey,
who announced the candidates at a meeting
Friday, lauded Streep for “vigorously supporting the arts.” The actress has picked up
17 Academy Award and 26 Golden Globe
nominations – the most in the history for
each award.
Johnson, an HIV-positive activist and
the former point guard for the Los Angeles Lakers, came to campus last month for
the annual Celebration of Science. Ramsey said Johnson expressed interest in the
business schools’ master’s program for
professional athletes.
Eric Cantor, who earned his bachelor’s
degree in 1985, is the highest-ranking alumnus in Congress, Ramsey said. The Republican, who faces re-election this fall, is also
the top-seated Jewish member of any Congress in history.
Ortiz, a 1981 law school graduate, is
Boston’s first woman and first Hispanic
to serve as U.S. Attorney. She landed the
Bostonian of the year nod in 2012 for
tackling white-collar crime and corruption throughout the city.
In past years, honorary degree candidates like first lady Michelle Obama, New
York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg, Chicago Mayor Rahm Emanuel and civil rights
activist Julian Bond were also invited to
keynote Commencement.
Nominations come from faculty and students and are vetted by the Faculty Senate.

— Sarah Ferris

jordan capizola | hatchet photographer

Laborers’ International Union of North America representatives Felix Rodriguez and Ernest Ojito kick a rat mascot representing the local contractor ACECO. As
the Board of Trustees met at 1957 E St. Friday, union workers stood outside, protesting wages rates for the contractor’s asbestos removal workers in Ross Hall.
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The soft rock band played hits from two decades at the
Colonials Weekend show.

The alumnus and former secretary of state signed copies of
his book, ‘It Worked for Me.’

Train at the Smith Center

october
Monday
Foreign Policy Debate

22

Watch the third presidential debate
with live analysis from Washington
correspondents like NBC News’ Richard
Engel and Foreign Policy’s Susan Glasser.
Jack Morton Auditorium • 8 p.m.

Colin Powell book signing

Tuesday

23

Wednesday

24

Chemical Risk Assessments

Food Day

Lessons from the Cuban Missile Crisis

Discuss policies that could improve safety
procedures for chemical use in a workshop
hosted by the Trachtenberg School of Public
Policy and Public Administration.
Marvin Center, Room 403 • 1 p.m.

Celebrate sustainable, healthy
and affordable food while
enjoying snacks and attending
educational workshops.
University Yard • 11 a.m.

Attend a seminar commemorating the Cuban
Missile Crisis’s 50th anniversary, featuring a
Harvard University international affairs expert
who authored several books on nuclear war.
1957 E St., City View Room • 6 p.m.

Trick-or-Treat
for Service
Each October, Trick-or-Treat for Service sends volunteers
from DC area universities out to collect non-perishable
items and hygiene products from our generous DC
neighbors. On Saturday October 27th, 2012 at 4:00PM,
D.C. area university students and faculty will congregate
on the GW Mount Vernon Campus to fan out into the
communities surrounding the campus to collect nonperishable canned goods in teams of 4-6. All items
collected are donated to the Capital Area Food Bank.
In the past three years, hundreds of volunteers have
participated in the event and together have collected over
10,000 pounds of food. All participants are encouraged
to wear Halloween costumes, and refreshments are
provided for all volunteers.

Faculty and their families are encouraged to
sign-up and participate!
Questions?
Interested in participating?
Email Emily Fields, emcf09@gwmail.gwu.edu
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Bakery to bring taste of France to campus
by julie alderman
Hatchet Staff Writer

Corey Zagone | Hatchet PHOTOGRAPHER

PAUL Bakery will offer baguette sandwiches and pasteries when it opens next month in The Shops at 2000 Penn, like the Georgetown branch above.

Integrity office
looks for solution
to online cheating
University launches
proactive campaign
to prevent cheating
by asha omelian
Hatchet Reporter
When students taking
online courses turn in assignments, professors often are left to guess about
who is really submitting the
work – a potential hole in
the University’s efforts to
curb cheating, the academic
integrity chief said.
GW does not have safeguards in place to prevent
online cheating and such
cases make up a small portion of academic integrity
violations, but as online
offerings increase and the
stakes rise, administrators
are laying out a plan to prevent the behavior before it
spreads, director of the Office of Academic Integrity
Tim Terpstra said.
This semester, Terpstra’s
office already has ruled on a
handful of cases involveing
students away from D.C.
in online courses, making
him think that the University isn’t catching enough
of these students and that
cases are underreported. Of
the 145 academic integrity
violations last year, about
5 percent came from online
courses.
“I thought to myself,
‘Jeez, how do we know
who’s taking care of this?’”

Terpstra said, adding, “In
the online realm, it’s just
that much easier for [cheating] to happen.”
He said he has considered ideas like requiring
students who take online
courses – mostly graduate
students – to take academic
integrity seminars on campus, and adding training
for professors to catch plagiarism. Terpstra also suggested adapting technology
that would measure student keystroke patterns to
confirm their identities, but
he said because the technology isn’t polished, it would
likely be years before those
tools could be used.
“It’s one of my goals to
come up with something
to say, ‘Here’s what we do
now for online courses.’ It’s
not going to be perfect at
this point, but it’s a lot better than looking the other
way,” Terpstra said, adding that he wanted GW to
be ahead of the curve on
dealing with the mounting
issue of academic integrity
online.
The call for a preventative strategy comes after
a proliferation of online
academic classes and programs, which enable the
University to slide in more
tuition dollars under the
city-regulated enrollment
cap that limits the number
of students enrolled on the
Foggy Bottom Campus.
Administrators
have
touted online programs’
capability of reaching stu-

A new cafe will bring a
Parisian twist to The Shops
at 2000 Penn next month.
The
old-fashioned
French eatery PAUL Bakery will move into Foggy
Bottom Nov. 15, the company’s president and CEO
Philippe Sanchez said last
week.
The cafe, known for its
pastries, crepes and sandwiches, will seat nearly 80
customers, becoming the
largest of its District locations.
The restaurant will
open up at the corner of
20th Street and Pennsylvania Avenue, across from
Founding Farmers. Sanchez said the bakery is in
talks with the city to open
an outdoor seating area by
the spring.
Sanchez said the eatery
would accept GWorld shortly after opening. University
spokeswoman Michelle Sherrard said GW is “working
toward” making the bakery a
GWorld partner.
First launched more
than a century ago in Cro-

ix, France, about 140 miles
north of Paris, the restaurant operates in more than
20 countries. It recreates the
atmosphere of its Northern
France location, displaying
antiques and artwork.
“It will be a warm and
welcoming environment
where you feel like you’re
transported to another
country,” Sanchez said.
The PAUL company
opened its flagship U.S.
location in the District last
spring and plans to put “a
lot of money” into the Foggy Bottom location, Sanchez said, but he could not
provide specific numbers.
The bakery can also
be found in Penn Quarter,
Georgetown and Farragut
Square.
The bakery joins seven other eateries in 2000
Penn. Margaret Fisher,
associate manager of the
Au Bon Pain there, said
she does not expect PAUL
Bakery’s arrival to impact
her business.
“It’s going to hurt at
first, but kids are familiar with our specials, so
they’ll come back in here,”
she said.u

Security to tighten
for inauguration
by matthew kwiecinski
Metro News Editor

jordan capizola | hatchet photographer

With the expansion of online learning, the Office of Academic Integrity
is looking for methods to stop cheating in those courses.

dents across the world.
“I see it as another area
of higher education where
we’re going to have to deliver on this. We’re going
to have to do something to
ensure the integrity of the
product,” Terpstra said.
Sheryl
Elliott,
who
teaches several online tourism studies courses, said
she has not run into academic integrity issues in
her classes. She said her
program's on-campus components help curtail potential violations.
“The on-campus residencies are also the opportunity
to go over policies on academic integrity. This would
tend to prevent the situation at Rochville University
where a dog was ostensibly
awarded an MBA,” she said,
referring to the unaccredited
online university.
Another professor teaching an online course, Blaine
Parrish, said he’s never
found a student violating
the academic integrity code
in his courses because he
relies on critical thinking
assignments instead of multiple choice tests.
He added that by “individualizing the assignments,” students are less

tempted to cheat.
The potential for cheating in online programs has
come under a spotlight with
the rise of massive open online courses, or MOOCs.
Students
in
non-credit
courses offered by Coursera
reported dozens of plagiarism cases in August, pushing online learning companies to find a solution.
Professors can also ensure their online courses’
academic integrity through
more video chats and
threaded discussions, Teresa Fishman, director of the
International Institute for
Academic Integrity, said.
She said various universities and programs use a
range of techniques to fight
cheating and plagiarism,
from identity verification
systems to in-person proctored exams, so there’s not
one accepted method yet.
“Teachers need to understand that this is a problem and take a combination
of steps so that the students
are given the right credit.
We don’t want online courses to be devalued, because
the opportunities are expanding,” she said.
—Cory Weinberg
contributed to this report.

Students will likely be required to register overnight
guests for Inauguration Day
with the University this election season, a top security official said last week.
A pre-registration policy
for overnight visitors around
the inauguration “has been
discussed,” University Police
Chief Kevin Hay said, adding
that he “believes the policy
will be in place.”
Four years ago, GW’s
guest policy for inauguration required each student to
file overnight guests with the
housing department more than
a month before the celebration.
“Sometimes students will
invite friends and family from
across the United States, because you can’t buy a hotel
room, so we want to be sure
each of our residence halls remains secure,” Hay said.
He said the University
would also likely bring in an
external security firm to boost
police presence in residence
halls and around campus, mirroring efforts from the previous
inauguration. In 2009, the University hired security firm Allied Barton to provide guards
for 25 residence halls across
campus, requiring individuals
to show a valid GWorld or a
temporary GW-issued ID card
prior to entering.
About 1.8 million people
flooded the National Mall for
President Barack Obama’s inauguration in 2009. A total of
800 students, out of about 7,000
living on campus, applied for
overnight guests that year.
University President Steven Knapp said Friday that he
expects about 1 million visitors

"The primary
purpose of the
task force is to
ensure the safety
and security
of the campus
during the period
of Presidential
Inauguration
activities."
Darrell darnell

Senior Associate Vice President
Office of Safety and Security
to flock to campus for the event
next January. A 20 to 30 person
task force to address campus
safety concerns regarding the
inauguration launched earlier
this month.
“The primary purpose
of the task force is to ensure
the safety and security of the
campus during the period
of Presidential Inauguration
activities,” Senior Associate
Vice President for Safety and
Security Darrell Darnell said
in an email.
Foggy Bottom, along with
most of downtown D.C., falls
within the Inaugural secure
zone, which means extra officers – Metropolitan Police,
Secret Service and National
Guard – in the area.
Darnell said the task force
has been reviewing plans from
previous inauguration events
and meeting with the D.C.
Presidential Inauguration Task
Force to “coordinate planning
and preparation efforts that
will affect the University.”u

Engineering school enrolls more female undergraduates
by Daniela diguido
Hatchet Reporter
The student and faculty
gender gap in the School of
Engineering and Applied Science is narrowing, as the college works to become an outlier in a field where women are
vastly underrepresented.
In a year when the engineering school took its largest
freshman class ever, the undergraduate female population
grew to 39 percent, a 3 percent
jump from the year before –
momentum that faculty and
students say will help to help
draw more female talent.
Only 18.1 percent of engineering
undergraduates

nationwide were women
in 2010, the last year data is
available, according to the
American Society for Engineering Education.
Dean David Dolling said
GW’s 3 percent rise in female
undergraduates would be
cause for a “champagne celebration” at other engineering
schools because the growth
will help it compete for more
female faculty and students as
they visit campus.
“There’s an unconscious
absorption of what the place
is about by seeing so many
women students here, so it
feeds on itself. The environment becomes simply more
friendly, more welcoming to

jordan emont | assistant photo editor

Assistant professor Megan Leftwich is one of three new female
hires in the School of Engineering and Applied Science this year.

women,” he said.
The undergraduate female
population in the engineering
school has grown 10 percent,
with some fluctuations over
the last decade. The female
graduate student population
hovered near 26 percent this
year, beating the 2010 national
average of 22.6 percent.
The school is looking for
a competitive edge, especially
as it prepares to move in 2015
into the Science and Engineering Hall. That edge could

come from its inclusivity, said
assistant professor of engineering and applied science
Megan Leftwich, who was
one of three new female hires
in the school this year.
Its undergraduate female ratio far outpaces local
schools like George Mason
University’s 23 percent female population and the
University of Maryland’s 19
percent female population.
“Having a large number
of female students makes an

engineering school better, as
it adds diversity and perspective. Already having women
attracts women, making it
more likely to get the best
women,” Leftwich said.
GW’s engineering school
historically has been overshadowed by the University’s
more policy-driven programs.
Its undergraduate engineering
program is ranked only No. 85
in the country and its graduate program No. 93.
The undergraduate program has also admitted
nearly half of its applicants over the last four
years, making it much
less selective than every
other school at GW.
But the University
has poured resources
into the school in recent years. The engineering school got the
greenlight to hire up to
30 new professors over
the next three years,
part of a hiring burst
aimed at helping GW
join the ranks of top research institutions.
Seventeen of the
school’s 85 professors will be women
by the time two new
faculty arrive in January, as Dolling said
the school is looking
to grow its female faculty core as it goes on

the hiring prowl.
As it searches for six new
professors this year, the school
will continue to designate one
search committee member to
focus solely on diversifying
the candidate pool to include
more women and minorities.
“When there is more diversity in the classroom or
lab, those spaces yield better results, and sometimes
that means changing cultures that value masculinity,” Leftwich, the professor,
said. “Female professors can
serve as mentors and role
models for the students.”
Junior Molly Delaney
said she shied away from
other engineering schools
because she noticed men
were overrepresented.
“It is wonderful to have
female classmates to talk to
as they are usually more understanding than our male
classmates. The ratio is incredibly important, as we
have become a very close
knit community,” she said.
Remaking STEM, or the
science, technology, engineering and mathematics fields,
into ones with more gender
equality has become the talk
of policymaking circles and
was a major White House initiative last year that linked the
country’s progress in technical fields to its ability to open
more doors to women. u
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"There will be too much noise, too much traffic. The air won't be clean. It won't be healthy."
–Anthony Cook, a resident of The President Condominium, on the University's plans to build
a new office complex on I Street and Pennsylvania Avenue.
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Broadcast trustee
meetings online
For most students, the Board of
Trustees is a mystery.
As the University’s highest
governing body, the board plays a
pivotal role in guiding this institution and the hundreds of millions
of dollars that determine its future.
The 38 individual members, ranging from alumni to business people, lawyers and consultants, set
tuition and determine how those
dollars are spent such as on massive construction projects and the
financial aid pool.
But for many students, the fact
that the board met Friday for one of
a handful of yearly meetings went
largely unnoticed.
At the University of Virginia,
the Board of Visitors faced a media
firestorm and widespread scrutiny
from faculty, students and alumni
in June, after abruptly demanding
that Teresa Sullivan, the school’s
president, step down.
Sullivan was reinstated 18 days
later, and in September, the school
began broadcasting its board meetings on a live feed to make them
more accessible to the community.

At this time of
transition for GW,
with the newly
released strategic
plan and construction
on nearly every
block of the Foggy
Bottom Campus, the
community has the
right to hear from top
decision-makers as
they call the shots.
By adopting UVA's policy to
stream its Board of Trustees meetings online, the University could
demonstrate a larger commitment to
transparency – and show the public
how and why the board reaches its
decisions, not just the outcome.
Student access to the meetings
is limited, and given the level of influence the board has over their everyday lives, this is disheartening.
At this time of transition for
GW, with the newly released strategic plan and construction on nearly
every block of the Foggy Bottom
campus, the community has the
right to hear from top decisionmakers as they call the shots.
Part of the recent rebranding
campaign looked to make the University web-friendly to better reach
a wider audience. Streaming trustee
meetings online would create an environment where more people have
access to not only the University's
plans for the future, but also to the
process by which it is determined.
And in the next decade, finances
will play an even more critical role,
as the board and administrators
carry out the 10-year strategic plan
and launch an intensive fundraising campaign. With such significant
monetary decisions, transparency
regarding investments and spending becomes even more pressing.
Board meetings must be as
transparent as possible so that Colonials feel engaged and invested
in high-level decisions and the process and rationale by which they
are made.
That said, it would be naive to
expect trustees to discuss all the private mechanics of their business in a
forum that is broadcast online. But
the parameters for the board's executive session – during which only
trustees are permitted in the meeting
room to discuss and vote on specific
agenda items like capital projects –
should be clearly defined.
Most major cities, including
D.C., record and stream live video
of city council meetings to offer
the public a window into the process of determining how their tax
dollars are used. As customers of
this University, students and community members are also entitled
to a deeper understanding of how
tuition dollars are allocated.
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Don't be an idiot: Institutionalize voting

I

n Ancient Greece, the term
“idiot” referred to a person
who was uninvolved in public life. It was a sign of ignorance and a lack of education.
But contemporary society has
a new term for those who don’t
vote or participate in public life
– they're called young people.
My experience obtaining an
absentee ballot this year was arduous to say the least – I requested a form to be able to request
another form so that I could then
request my actual ballot.
But there are many students
who aren’t even registered to
vote.
Voters 18 to 19 years of age
only made up 17 percent of the
actual voting population in 2008,
according to Project Vote, a nonpartisan organization geared toward empowering underrepresented portions of the electorate.
There's no doubt registering
to vote is a confusing process,
especially for college students
who live away from home.
Each state has a different set
of requirements and hoops a citizen must jump through. And this
undoubtedly turns away people
who might have otherwise cast
their ballot.
The Washington Post reported last week that, as compared to
the 2008 election, 50% fewer voters ages 18 to 30 said they were

Patrick
Rochelle

Opinions Editor
closely following this election's
political news. Just 63 percent
of those individuals said they
would certainly vote – down
from 72 percent four years ago,
according to the article.
The University should play
a greater role in registering
students to vote and encouraging them to cast their ballots on
Election Day.
Other colleges and universities have found clever ways to
maximize voter turnout on their
campuses.
Northwestern
University
launched an initiative in 2011
called UVote, which integrates
the voter registration process into
school-wide functions such as
course registration and freshman
orientation. DePaul University,
Shenandoah University, Stanford University and Washington
University in St. Louis have also
joined in on the initiative.
It's something the University
should look into.
While GW is not your average
political landscape, it is important that the University ensures
that as many of its students are

registered as possible. GW already has a relatively elaborate
freshman orientation program.
During the two to three days
students are on campus, the University could use a program like
UVote to encourage eligible students to register to vote.
Citizenship is clearly important to the University, or else they
would not have included it as a
tenet of the 10-year strategic plan
draft released earlier this month.
“The ways in which individuals and organizations relate
to the communities in which
they reside help define democratic society.”
We assume that
because of the
high number of
political science
majors and the
University’s location in D.C.,
everyone
on
campus is a political wonk and
frothing at the
mouth to cast a
ballot Nov. 6. But
we shouldn’t.
The Greeks
weren’t
right
about everything.
Even
philosophers like Plato
and
Aristotle
thought the Earth

was the center of the universe.
But at least they knew an idiot when they saw one.
–The writer, a senior majoring
in English, is The Hatchet’s
opinions editor.

by Alicia Little

Staff Editorial

Give the youth a
real debate

by Lisa Fischer

I

Train was a poor
Colonials Weekend choice

W

hen the University
chose Train to perform at the Smith
Center Saturday for
Colonials Weekend, it was playing it too safe.
In the wake of Bill Maher ’s
controversial performance last
year, it seems like the University
was apprehensive about booking
another comedian. During his
set, Maher said things that many
found disrespectful, most notably
saying, “Folks, get that stick right
out of your ass.”
But just because Maher ’s
comedy set was offensive to some
doesn’t mean that the University
had to be so cautious and stray
away from the trend of hosting comedians. Jon Stewart and Jimmy
Fallon were both well received in
2009 and 2010, respectively.
Stephen Colbert or Tina Fey –
entertainers known for their ability to appeal to a broad audience
– would have fit the bill.
Leading up to the event, some
students were not excited about
Train's performance. And I don’t
blame them. The problem is, Train
doesn’t appeal to this generation of
college students or their parents. The
band wasn’t the right kind of entertainment for a diverse audience.
And while choosing a mediocre performer might seem like the
best way to avoid controversy, it
can be just as toxic as having a
potentially offensive comedian.
Bill Maher might have pushed

Dan Grover
Writer
the boundaries a bit, but at least
he entertained the crowd.
Here's the difference: Jon Stewart sold out. Bill Maher sold out.
Train did not.
To their credit, the band did
deliver a positive performance. Although there was a very restrained
and awkward atmosphere at the
start, with students unsure of how
to act at a concert with their parents, the crowd eventually went
wild for Train's encore performance of “Drops of Jupiter.”
But if the University was set
on having a music group after
Maher ’s polarizing performance
last year, it should have chosen a
band that could bridge the generation gap. Groups like the Eagles,
Tom Petty or U2 have mass appeal that would have filled every
seat in the house.
Just a couple of weeks ago,
the '70s funk band, Earth, Wind &
Fire, rocked the Smith Center with
tunes that everyone could recognize. People danced and cheered.
Most people can’t stand to
hear “Hey, Soul Sister” every 15
minutes on the radio, let alone buy
tickets to see it performed live.
–The writer is a freshman in the
Columbian College of Arts and Sciences.
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n the first two presidential debates, students have
had only one chance to
ask the candidates about
the issues.
The lone voice representing
the youth vote was 20-year-old
Jeremy Epstein, a student at
Adelphi University, who asked
President Barack Obama and
Governor Mitt Romney at the
second debate Tuesday how
they could assure him he would
be able to support himself financially after graduation.
Epstein’s question, the
first of the debate, was quickly forgotten as the candidates
scuffled. I couldn’t help but
wonder how different the debate would be if Obama and
Romney were asked that question in a room full of students.
It would corner the candidates
and force them to end the political posturing and provide
more legitimate responses.
Given
the
uncertainty
of the future, more students
should have the opportunity
to ask the candidates direct
questions.
This uncertainty can be
quantified by some scary numbers. Student loan debt has
surpassed $1 trillion, and overall debt has increased by an
astounding 511 percent from
1999 to the beginning of 2011,
according to Federal Reserve
Bank of New York. Despite this
frightening reality, tuition continues to rise at both private
and public universities.
And about 54 percent of
graduates younger than 25
with a bachelor's degree last
year were either jobless or underemployed, according to the
Associated Press.
Given these circumstances,
students deserve the opportunity to directly ask Obama and
Romney – in their own words
– what they plan to do about
the high cost of college tuition,
the exorbitant amount of student loan debt and ask how
this will affect their employment prospects in the future.
But in the debates so far, the
candidates may as well have
just said, "Create jobs, provide
access to loans and make college
affordable." Those 10 words basically summed up about four
minutes of dialogue.
As Epstein, the student
who opened the debate with
his question Tuesday night,
pointed out in an Oct. 18 article in The Chronicle of Higher
Education, the candidates ac-

Doug Cohen
Senior Columnist
knowledged the question and
then quickly moved on. But if
confronted by a room full of
indebted, jobless college students, the candidates might
actually feel obliged to provide real answers, rather than
just harping on the same trite
ideas about the economy they
have been touting for months.

Given the
uncertainty
of the future,
more students
should have
the opportunity
to ask the
candidates
direct
questions.
These are not abstract questions that will only become relevant in a few decades. All of
these issues are interconnected.
What affects students affects everyone. If the group
that will carry the nation into
the next generation is suffering, the country will ultimately suffer as a whole.
Whether or not we are saddled with extreme amounts of
debt in the next few years will
affect the growth of the economy and the economic decisions
we make.
It is essential that college
students are given a chance
to weigh in. That's why it's a
shame that having a youth-only debate is about as likely as
Obama giving Romney a hug
at Monday's debate.
Students deserve to be an
integral part of the discussion.
It’s their future, and it wouldn’t
hurt to amplify their voices.
–The writer, a senior
majoring in political science, is a
Hatchet Senior columnist.
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DORM
from p. 1
classes and campus life would
ultimately pay off.
The 30 percent of rooms
reserved for affinity housing
would accommodate increasing interest in the group-based
living option. Last year, about
1,200 students – more than double the year before – applied for
affinity housing.
“Affinity housing not only
gives us more community
space, but a richer residence experience,” Lerman said.
The $130 million approved
by the Board of Trustees Friday
is in addition to the $2.5 million
in design funding approved last
spring. The University selected
architecture firm Ayers Saint
Gros, which also designed Ivory Tower, Potomac and Philip
Amsterdam Hall.
The project, which will be
funded through a combination
of loans and donations, was
outlined in the 2007 Campus
Plan but will have to go through
the city's zoning process for a
second approval. University
officials must also present the
project to the Foggy Bottom
and West End Advisory Neighborhood Commission, a local
government body that acts as a
liason between the community

J STREET
from p. 1
like Chick-fil-A and Wendy’s, for Sodexo-run venues
in 2011, sales dropped 25
percent. University spokespeople have since declined to
release sales information.
Freshmen are required to
spend $1,400 a year at J Street.
Until last fall, sophomores
were also given mandatory
Dining Dollars.
Fordham University, Loyola University Maryland and the
University of Denver were also
picked to pilot Sodexo’s coupon
and rewards program.
“We feel like it will be particularly important to have it
at a school like GW, especially
because it is so retail focused,”
Haaga said. “For that reason,
we thought we’d be an excellent
fit, and they thought the same.”
Smartphone app QBOT’s

CONDO
from p. 1
West End Advisory Neighborhood Commission meeting
Wednesday. “There will be too
much noise, too much traffic.
The air won’t be clean. It won’t
be healthy.”
A lawyer for the condominium, Martin Sullivan, said
residents will air their concerns at the zoning hearing
and try to halt approval unless
GW “proposes some suitable
mitigation measure." He said
they are waiting for a serious
offer from the University to cut
down on the alley's immediate
impacts to the condos, including sound and traffic.
“Rarely does a project have
such a concentrated impact on
one property,” Sullivan said.
University spokeswoman
Michelle Sherrard said the University has discussed the project
with community members –
including representatives from
the condos – for a year, and
would continue “with a goal of
addressing concerns as best as
possible” before next month’s
zoning hearing.
Jeff Barber, a University
architect working on the project site, said the new building
would be 10 feet further away
from The President than the existing structure. But he said the
alley would need to be widened
to 24 feet to accommodate traffic flow and loading needs.
The University will not calculate project costs until after
the zoning process, Sherrard
said. GW will add 40,000 square
feet of affordable housing on
F Street to compensate for the
complex's increased space.
Asher Corson, an alumnus
and commissioner on the local

TRAIN
from p. 1
One freshman who made
it onto the stage, Sara Wagner, said the experience was
surreal.
“It was one of my favorite
songs. It was so exciting," she
said. "There was so much energy. I was in shock."
Monahan also called Nick
Lancia, whose older brother,
Richard, goes to GW, onto the
stage during the last song of the
set to give him a guitar signed
by the entire band. Monahan
said they chose Lancia because
his dance moves showed he
was enjoying the show from
his seat.
During an encore, Train
played “California 37,” a
track off their latest album
released in January, along

and city agencies.
But when construction
crews gut the insides of Crawford, Schenley and The West
End, the University will have
to find space to house about 550
students who would have lived
in those halls. The superdorm
project must also be completed
by 2016, when the lease expires
for the junior and senior building
City Hall, Senior Vice Provost for
Academic Affairs and Planning
Forrest Maltzman said.
He said the University has
“some extra capacity” to account for the housing crunch
during superdorm construction, but declined to say specifically where those hundreds of
students would be placed.
University spokeswoman
Jill Sankey said GW is still
“exploring all options to best
accommodate” the displaced
students.
“The majority of these students will be housed in other
on campus locations during the
transition,” Sankey said.
About 30 feet of the historic
facades of Crawford, Schenley and West End, built in the
1920s, will be preserved in the
construction process, similar
to Lafayette Hall renovations
in 2010 that maintained a brick
exterior while revamping the
apartments inside.
–Cory Weinberg
contributed to this report.
Chief Technology Officer Kyle
Phillips said Sodexo invited
GW to participate because of
its unique meal plan, which
charges per item rather than
per swipe.
Chair of the Student Dining
Board Michael Morgan said his
group is working on creating a
GW-specific deals program and
website, similar to Groupon and
LivingSocial, for Sodexo-run
venues and GWorld partners
around Foggy Bottom.
Across the District, 417
shops and restaurants accept
GWorld. Morgan said he hopes
to get students out of “the Foggy Bottom bubble.”
On the QBOT plan, Morgan
said it would benefit freshmen
the most, because many eat
multiple meals each day at J
Street on their required $700-asemester Dining Dollars plan.
“It will reward them for
their loyalty and make them
appreciate coming here,”
Morgan said. u
group, called for the University
to provide community amenities in exchange for the expanded property plan.
At the neighborhood meeting, alumnus and commissioner Asher Corson said those
additions were not enough of a
bargaining chip.
“It provides no direct amenity or benefit to the people
who are going to be living near
the site that will be impacted by
it,” Corson said.
The group's chair, Florence
Harmon, said the University
and Foggy Bottom neighbors
would have a "philosophical
difference of opinion" regarding the project, and it would
be in the hands of the D.C.
Zoning Commission to work
out a solution.
“I think you all are going to
take the position that the retail
and the affordable housing will
be enough for amenities,” Harmon said to the University officials at the meeting. “I think we
will take a different position.”
Harmon was set to present
a proposed list of amenities,
gathered with community
input, at Wednesday's meeting. But when Corson said he
had not yet seen the proposal,
Harmon slammed her gavel
down and ended the meeting
early, before running through
its full agenda.
Corson, who unwaveringly opposed the project during
the University's initial presentation on its plan last November, said moving the alleyway further from the condos
would be the best solution to
tone down the noise.
He also suggested that
GW add a park near the space
and donate to community organizations to give back to the
neighborhood in return for additional space. u
with the two-time Grammy
award-winning hit that rocketed them to mainstream success, “Drops of Jupiter.”
Train marks a departure
from the string of comedians
who have headlined Colonials Weekend in recent years,
including Bill Maher, Jimmy
Fallon and Jon Stewart.
Most seats appeared to
be filled at the Smith Center,
though University spokeswoman Jill Sankey said last
week there were “several hundred” tickets left. She declined
to provide the specific number
of unsold tickets.
Tickets ranged from $45 for
an obstructed view to $110 for a
close-up floor seat.
Freshman Brendan McDermott called the concert
“incredible.”
“They were incredibly fun,"
he said. "You could tell they
cared about the music." u
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Graduate aid increase to support research ambitions
by Cory weinberg
Campus News Editor
The University aims to set
aside between $4 and $8 million to attract more graduate
and Ph.D. students over the
next decade, playing catch-up
recruiting students who can
boost research output.
Forrest Maltzman, senior
vice provost for academic affairs and planning, said more
graduate students would
mean more published work
and grant dollars, strengthening the programs.
“This is all about creating
a research university,” Maltzman said. “We’re competing
with some really good institutions for graduate students,
and we’re seeing sometimes
us losing the best graduate
students, because other institutions are offering them aid and
we are not.”
Engineering,
education
and arts and sciences could all
see stronger aid packages, but
administrators have not yet

picked specific programs.
GW had not been aggressive in adding graduate
aid packages until recently,
Maltzman said, because "we
didn't think our programs
were strong enough to be recruiting nationwide."
Provost Steven Lerman
said boosting fund would help
GW in a competitive market in
which "the best students want
to go to the best universities."
"We fell behind somewhat in being as competitive
in some fields as we need to
be,” Lerman said.
For example, GW graduate students in physics teaching assistantships were paid
$15,600 last year, when adjusted for cost of living. Some
of the schools GW considers its
competitors – like Duke, Emory, Vanderbilt and Southern
Methodist universities – paid
their physics teaching assistants at least $5,000 more using
the same measure.
When Lerman came to
GW, he raised the standard

package for Ph.D. students,
which includes full salary and
full tuition, from $18,000 to
$20,000 – the first increase after
years of stagnation that had set
GW back, Maltzman said.
Graduate student aid varies
across colleges and fields: Biology research assistants earned
$28,000 a year at University of
California, San Diego, while
economics teaching assistants
at New York University earned
$22,000 a year.
Administrators have not
decided how to divvy up money among the different types
of graduate aid: stipend funds,
fellowships and teaching assistantships, and post-doctoral
student fees. The aid was a
component of the University's
strategic plan draft, which was
released earlier this month.
The increased aid will be
paid for mostly through money
saved by the Innovation Task
Force, a cost-cutting group created by University President
Steven Knapp in 2010.
The financial aid pool for

graduate students also increased by $8.6 million this
spring, after the Board of Trustees approved tuition hikes up
to 8 percent in some schools.
The University also agreed
to add $12 million annually
to graduate student aid and
Ph.D scholarships in 2002 as
part of that year's decade-long
strategic plan, which the anthropology department said
helped it push past competing
programs nationwide.
Bernard Wood, director
of the anthropology department’s graduate programs,
said the department has recruited stronger students who
produce double the number
of peer review publications
than programs it competes
against, like those at Harvard, Arizona State and Stony
Brook universities.
“If the University wants to
be a place where knowledge
is generated – not just a place
where knowledge is passed
on, you need everyone’s help
in that,” he added. u
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The place senior Candace SilvaMartin ranks on the all-time
conference list in career digs.

men's soccer | massachusetts 3, GW 0

Colonials can't
complete A-10
weekend sweep
scott figatner | hatchet PHOTOGRAPHER

Freshman midfielder Ross Higgins attempts to control possession of the ball in the face of a Minuteman opponent Sunday. The Colonials fell at home 3-0 to Massachusetts.

by brennan murray
Hatchet Staff Writer
The team’s play this weekend
was like watching Dr. Jekyll and
Mr. Hyde on the field, head coach
Craig Jones said.
When the final horn sounded
Sunday after GW’s 3-0 loss to
Massachusetts, players and coaches could only scratch their heads.
They were visibly thrown by yet
another disjointed weekend effort
– another lost opportunity to etch
two consecutive W’s into this season’s schedule.
After suffering two conference
defeats last weekend on the Mount
Vernon Campus, the Colonials

(5-10-0) were hoping to capitalize
on their continued home field advantage this weekend. Friday, GW
hosted Rhode Island, ousting them
in shutout fashion 2-0.
But then the Colonials were
felled by a weakness that has shone
all season: Their inability to win
twice in a row. The Minutemen
came in Sunday and quieted the
home bench from the start with
three first-half goals.
“We just didn’t show up [Sunday]. Mentally, I didn’t think we
were ready. It was just really disappointing,” Jones said. “Technically,
we were just very poor, and it was
borderline embarrassing how many
times we turned the ball over. We

just weren’t there, and it cost us.”
There was a stark contrast between how GW went about its business between the two days of weekend play. During Friday’s match
against the Rams, the Colonials
started off hot with a 40-yard goal
from freshman Glen Sousa 13 minutes and 50 seconds from the opening whistle. Senior Seth Rudolph
added a goal of his own in the
second half, and sophomore goalkeeper Luke Farrell locked down
the net. Though the Colonials were
outshot 21-9 on the day, they were
much sharper with their offensive
runs and shot taking.
On Sunday though, GW’s
play made a 180-degree swing.

The team could find no holes in
the Massachusetts defense during the first 45 minutes and had
trouble handling first touches and
maintaining possession. It was an
offensive effort characterized by
backward passes and only a few
threatening runs forward.
Though GW won six corner
kicks in the opening half, the team
failed to convert on a single set
piece. Crosses consistently flew
past the box, making it easy for the
Minutemen to regain and maintain
possession.
“We just couldn’t find it. The
heart, we were just missing it today,” junior captain Tyler Ranalli
said. “We have to stay hungry and

keep focused for the whole weekend. And I’m going to work as hard
as I possibly can to make a difference next game.”
Massachusetts’ offensive push
was, ironically, reminiscent of the
Colonials’ high-powered effort
against the Rams Friday. The Minutemen capitalized on counter
attacks and GW’s sluggish transition play at midfield. Colonial
defenders had a tough time marking sophomore Matt Keys, who
scored two headers in the box on
consecutive Minutemen corners in
the 10th and 25th minutes. Massachusetts added another goal in the
33rd minute, leaving GW with a
daunting three-goal deficit heading into the second half.
Though GW’s energy picked
up noticeably as the second half got
underway, the Colonials couldn’t
sustain the push. Instead of developing patient, deep offensive runs,
GW defenders and midfielders
dumped a lot of passes upfield and
beyond the reach of their strikers.
Jones said he has tried everything to avoid the inconsistencies,
but nothing has worked yet.
“We have changed what we do
on Saturdays. We have changed the
lineup a little bit. I just don’t know
what it is,” he said. “Maybe it’s a
mental thing. Maybe a younger
group just doesn’t have that mental
edge for a second game.”
Dropping to 2-4 in conference
play after the loss to Massachusetts, the Colonials will essentially
have to win their final three games
to qualify for the A-10 tournament.
Considering that all three games
are on the road, Jones knows the
task will be a difficult one. And he
said a new, attack-oriented strategy
will be implemented as a way to
keep hopes alive.
After witnessing the struggles
of his team on Sunday, Jones also
hopes all his players will be more
accountable in the games to come,
citing a lack of on-field leadership as a contributing factor in his
team’s loss to Massachusetts.
“I’m looking for 11 leaders on
the field. It’s not only the captains
that can lead the group. It can come
from somewhere else,” Jones said.
“Unfortunately [Sunday], I don’t
think we had one guy that took
the team on his shoulders to drive
the team forward. Everyone just
seemed to go missing.” u

VOLLEYBALL | GW 3, CHARLOTTE 1

hatchet file photo

Senior libero Candace Silva-Martin preps for an incoming volley earlier this season in the Smith Center.
Silva-Martin moved to third in the A-10's all-time digs list this weekend after GW's two league contests.

Volleyball rebounds from
VCU loss with win over Rams
by noah cohen
Hatchet Staff Writer
GW was determined to halt a losing
skid before it even got off the ground.
After snapping their season-high fourmatch win steak during a game against
VCU Friday, the Colonials bounced back
with a tight, highly-contested victory Saturday over fellow A-10 foe Charlotte. The
team had to quickly erase the memory of
the 3-0 sweep at the hands of the Rams.
“We just couldn’t get things going on
Friday,” head coach Amanda Ault said. “We
just really didn’t come together and play.”
Against VCU, the Colonials struggled
to find their footing early, falling behind
11-5 in the first set en route to a 25-17 defeat. In the second set, GW went up early,
but squandered its lead before eventually
dropping 25-23. The third set saw VCU go
up big and never look back, closing out the
Colonials 25-18 for the sweep.
The loss wasn’t without its bright spots
for the Colonials. Senior libero Candace
Silva-Martin became just the fourth player
in conference history to register over 2,000
digs, notching 15 digs on the night to make
her career total 2,004 at the end of the game
against VCU. Senior Lauren Whyte led all
players with 13 kills, while freshman Alexis
Huntey tallied a team-high 27 assists. Despite those standout performances, the
Colonials could not achieve a consistent attack, registering a 0.099 attack percentage
to a .263 percentage for the Rams.

But Saturday night was a different story.
In the first set, GW fought through seven ties
to eke out a 25-23 win. Then, the Colonials
dominated the second set, 25-15, before falling in the third set, 26-24. But GW fought
back, scoring five points in a row early on
to win the fourth set in a convincing 25-18
fashion and seal the 3-1 match victory.
“We got a little bit rattled in game three,
but we came right back in four and closed it
out,” Ault said.
Whyte registered a team-high 15 kills,
in addition to 11 digs. Meanwhile, SilvaMartin had 19 digs, placing her third on the
conference all-time list, and Huntey tallied
30 assists for the Colonials.
GW has now won five of its last six A-10
contests, a record that sets the program up
well for postseason play. Whyte credited the
familiarity of A-10 foes for helping the team’s
game plan execution against Charlotte.
“Coming into this game and seeing
familiar faces and people we’ve played
against for three or four years,” Whyte
said. “It’s something we’re familiar with.
It’s something we know.”
The Colonials continue their four-game
road trip in Ohio Friday. Ault said the
team’s resilience and toughness on the road
will be essential to qualifying for postseason play.
“Our focus right now is getting into the
tournament. So we know that every match
is important, and at the end, when it comes
down to it, we want to be the ones controlling our destiny,” Ault said. u

The GW Hatchet

Classifieds

October 22, 2012 w Page 7

GWorld Merchants &
Super Saver Coupons
Every Monday - The GW Hatchet
Use your GWorld at these locations or cut out the appropriate coupon and save on
purchases from area businesses.

FOR SALE
NEXT-TO-NEW SALE:
OCT. 19 and 20
Huge secondhand
sale on Fri., Oct. 19
from 9:30am-8pm
& Sat., Oct. 20 from
9am-4pm. Clothes,
shoes, books,

housewares, furniture,
art, toys, sporting
goods, baby items and
more! CASH ONLY!
Street parking only.
Sidwell Friends School
3825 Wisconsin
Avenue, NW
Email jacobsonj@
sidwell.edu

GWorld Merchants
TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS
SPECIAL PROMOTION,
CONTACT YOUR SALES REP
OR CALL (202) 994-7682
DEADLINE FOR
MERCHANTS PAGE: Prior
Thursday, 4pm

Call NOW!! Limited Number of
Participants - Call
NOW!!

Culture

Josh Perlman
Lisa Miller
Karolina Ramos
Contributing Editor
Features Editor
Contributing Editor
lmiller@gwhatchet.com jperlman@gwhatchet.com kramos@gwhatchet.com
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by julie alderman
Hatchet Reporter

Get off your

BOTTOM

H

William Christenberry Exhibit The sea and cake
Hemphill Fine Arts
Through Oct. 27
Free

Black Cat
Oct. 24
$15

Service redefines Greek Week

This year's Greek Week
will shift its focus from
competitive skits to classroom service.
Greek Week – which
brings sororities, fraternities
and multicultural Greek letter organizations together –
has partnered with Teach For
America to add a service day
and renewed purpose.
Teach For America is the
University's largest domestic employer. Eight percent
of the Class of 2012 applied
to the program.
Hardy Farrow, a senior
and a brother of Sigma Chi,
worked to help the InterFraternity
Council
and
Panhellenic
Association
establish the partnership
with Teach For America to
revamp Greek Week.
“I feel like a lot of kids at
GW are interested in serving
our community and serving
education. I feel like this a
great way to get people engaged in the issue,” he said.
Last winter, Farrow organized a Greeks in the Classroom event that brought
more than 70 chapter members to classrooms in Southeast and Northeast D.C. He
said that enthusiasm inspired
the more intensive TFA partnership for Greek Week.
He said that event's success made him think, “Why
not make it bigger?”
Teach For America CEO
and founder Wendy Kopp will
headline Greek Week with an
Oct. 25 speech, featuring a
video of Greek alumni who
are now TFA corps members.
She agreed to be part of Greek
Week on one condition: Students must complete a 1,000
hour service challenge.
With a service day Thursday, they met the challenge,

Jordan emont | assistant photo editor

Vice presidents of programming for the Panhellenic Association and the Inter-Fraternity Council junior Rebecca Peress, left, and senior Alex Baghdijan, middle, worked
with senior Hardy Farrow, right, to partner with Teach for America for Greek Week 2012. The first Greek Week event, Teach for America Service Day, was Thursday.

bringing students to classrooms across the District to
volunteer as reading buddies
and talk to younger students
about college life.
Farrow said that both the

Greek community and TFA
were looking to establish a
permanent partnership for
throughout the year.
"A lot of kids at GW are
interested in serving our

community and serving education," he said.
Associate Dean of Students Tim Miller said he is
proud of the Greek community's outreach to TFA. The

new service angle adds to
the week's celebratory tone,
he said.
“I wouldn’t separate fun
and service,” Miller said.
“Greek chapters are values-

based organizations and
they are living their values
through this service. Greek
Week is a time dedicated
to all the best parts of the
Greek Experience.” u

The District Sound
Previewing upcoming local shows
amid the sobering lyrics lies levity.
K’naan’s persistent themes of hope
and positivity manifest themselves
in the easy-going, reggae-inspired
instrumentals which frame his music – most recognizably in 2009 hit
“Wavin’ Flag."

sic, the Danish duo revitalizes jazz,
swing and big band to produce a
distinctly buoyant, peppy and effervescent sound. Most captivating is
singer Mette Lindberg whose jazzy
alto vocals emulate the styling of
Amy Winehouse.

Score: While some facets of the rap

Score: When performing live, the

genre glorify violent, criminal lifestyles, K’naan uses his musical platform to illuminate these struggles
and problems in a relatable, inspiring manner.
Bore: K’naan’s set may prove too
chill for concert-goers seeking an energetic, rowdy performance.
Photo courtesy of Diana Broeders used under
creative commons license

K’naan

The Asteroids Galaxy Tour

Nov. 3 | Rock and Roll Hotel | $25

Nov. 9 | Black Cat | $16 in advance
and $18 at the door

K’naan’s politically-charged lyrics sound deceptively gentle and
lighthearted when delivered in his
smooth, Bob Marley-esque vocals.
Don’t be fooled – this Somali-Canadian rapper delves into weighty
topics, chronicling tales of oppression, civil violence and poverty with
intelligence and urgency. The poetic narrative is grave, but somehow,

You may not have heard of The
Asteroids Galaxy Tour, but you
more than likely have heard their
music. With music featured on iPod
Touch and Heineken International
commercials and an episode of
Gossip Girl, The Asteroids Galaxy
Tour have more than marked their
presence in the pop culture realm.
Bending the parameters of pop mu-

band is backed by a six-piece horn
section that brings an eclectic variety
of old-school genres and a fresh, energized sound.
Bore: The duo isn’t particularly
well-known to U.S. audiences –
even though their music resounds in
dozens of ads – so concert attendees
may struggle to connect with unfamiliar tunes.

Entwistle, The Who performed
the works that characterized the
burgeoning rock scene of the '60s
and '70s. Responsible for classic
rock staples “My Generation” and
“Who Are You,” the band’s rockicon reputation is indisputable.
Decades after their formation, only
half of the band's members remain,
but The Who’s indelible impact on
the rock genre persists.

Score: The Who represent a golden
age in rock music few believe can
ever be recreated. Take advantage of
experiencing these rock legends live
before old age and the toils of touring keep them off the road for good.
Bore: Don’t expect Daltrey’s signature crisp vocals or Townshend’s
irreverent guitar smashing: As the
two rock legends have grown older,
so have their performance chops.

The Who

Nov. 13 | Verizon Center | $51.80 –
$148.85
Few bands have so molded the
landscape of rock music like The
Who. Fusing the rhythmic technicality of guitarist Pete Townshend,
the vocal prowess of lead singer
Roger Daltrey and the reckless,
bombastic musical antics of the
band’s late members, drummer
Keith Moon and bass guitarist John

Photo courtesy of Megan Mallen under creative commons license
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