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Administrators will lay out 
an ambitious set of sustainabil-
ity strategies Tuesday to dimin-
ish the University's eco footprint 
over the next decade.

The green plan outlines goals, 
such as becoming a zero-waste 
college and expanding farming to 
sell more GW-grown food in din-
ing halls, to propel GW to what 
administrators call the forefront of 
sustainability campaigns in higher 
education. Most initiatives have 
targets of 2020.

Covering initiatives already in 
place by the Office of Sustainabili-
ty, including water quality and car-

bon emissions reduction initiatives, 
it also highlights waste reduction, 
ecosystem preservation, spiritual 
and body health and self-sustain-
able agriculture.

“We weren’t going to make GW 
sustainable by just doing energy, 
water and waste. We had to look 
at it more from a systems perspec-

tive,” Director of the Office of Sus-
tainability Meghan Chapple-Brown 
said. “A lot of times, our economy 
doesn’t value the service the eco-
system provided."

GW's urban campus gives it a 
unique responsibility to restore the 
ecosystems that it has impacted 
over the last 100 years in Foggy 

Bottom, she said.
Chapple-Brown said the Uni-

versity has not calculated the 
cost of the plan, but added that 
many of its investments will pay 
for themselves.

A major component of the plan 
calls for increasing water-absorbing 
spaces on campus – like walkways 
connecting buildings – by 10 per-
cent to make up for Foggy Bottom's 
loss of its natural swamps.

Chapple-Brown said the GroW 
Garden, a campus garden across 
from Philip Amsterdam Hall, 
would serve as a model for more 
small-scale farms on campus. The 
garden, which received a $10,000 

GW will become a smoke-free cam-
pus by September 2013, banning smok-
ing within 25 feet of campus buildings 
and in public spaces like Kogan Plaza 
and University Yard.

The Faculty Senate executive com-
mittee and the Board of Trustees both 
approved the ban last month. 

Students who violate the policy will 
be referred to the Office of Student Rights 
and Responsibilities, while faculty and 
staff will be referred to Human Resourc-
es, according to planning documents. 

When asked what consequences 
students could face from the disciplin-
ary office, its director Gabriel Slifka de-
ferred to University spokeswoman Mi-
chelle Sherrard, who said GW was not 
ready to comment on specifics.

Administrators plan to promote 
quitting programs as New Year's resolu-
tions and incorporate awareness efforts 
into Colonial Inauguration, according 
to planning documents.

The Office of External Relations 
will also make how-to guides, vid-
eos and "mock tickets" soon after the 
launch to gain student, faculty, staff 
and neighbor support.

The graduate student organization 
Colonials for Clean Air partnered with 
the Student Association to hold a refer-
endum on the issue last February. More 
than 66 percent of voters backed the idea 
of a smoke-free barrier around campus 
buildings, though less than 20 percent 
of the student body weighed in.

Julien Guttman, a member of Colo-
nials for Clean Air, called the policy "a 
dream come true for us." She said the 
group has worked hard to get it ap-
proved since 2008 – distributing peti-
tions that have collected more than 900 
signatures, meeting with faculty and 
educating the community about the 
dangers of secondhand smoke.

Director of the Center for Stu-
dent Engagement Tim Miller, who 

University 
plans for 
smoke-free
campus
by allIson kowalskI and 
chloé sorVIno
Hatchet Reporters

jordan emont | photo edItor
The Office of Sustainability has outlined a far-reaching plan that would add more initiatives like the GW GroW Garden, above, to produce more food on campus.
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Local group to protest 
construction project
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Larry Yazzi and the 
Native Pride Dancers
Watch an internationally renowned dance troupe 
kick off the Multicultural Student Services 
Center’s Native American Heritage Month.
Marvin Center, Continental Ballroom 
• 8 p.m.

College Democrats and College 
republicans election Night 
Watch Parties
Attend GW’s political groups’ election watch 
parties to celebrate or mourn the results, 
depending on your political leaning.
Marvin Center • 7 p.m.

Monday Tuesday
Inaugural Ball 
Ticket Sales
Wake up early and snag a spot 
in line to buy a ticket to the 
University’s Inaugural Ball.
Marvin Center, first floor  
• 6:30 a.m. 

Innovation for a Secure future
Hear an executive from Lockheed 
Martin Corporation discuss the 
relationship between universities and 
the technology industry.
1957 E Street, State Room  
• 11:30 a.m. 
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Students take part in the election’s ground game to get out 
the youth vote.
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What’s at stake for you?

Dozens of community members tell The Hatchet what the 
election means to them.
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Participants in the fourth annual D.C. Tweed Ride donned pearls, mustaches, caps and bow ties Sunday. The D.C.-based social group Dandies & Quaintrelles, 
which also started the annual Seersucker Social, sponsored the ride that ended at Brixton on U Street, and featured jazz, dance and people-watching.
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Snapshot

Foggy Bottom’s governing group is 
pledging to protest the University’s plan to 
build a multimillion-dollar office building 
when it goes to the city’s zoning board for 
approval Nov. 15.

The Foggy Bottom and West End Advi-
sory Neighborhood Commission voted at a 
rare special meeting Thursday to oppose the 
new office complex slated for 2100 Pennsyl-
vania Ave. The session was held after the 
group’s monthly meeting Oct. 17 could not 
reach a voting quorum and ended abruptly 
after chairwoman Florence Harmon stormed 
out after members disagreed on the project.

The commission operates as a liaison 
between community members and District 
agencies to give local residents a voice over 
issues that directly impact them.

“The ANC is the only organization that 
has great weight, and the zoning commis-
sion is supposed to recognized that,” Har-
mon said at the meeting.

The ANC pushed back on the Uni-
versity’s offer to build a row of affordable 
housing units along F Street in return for 
an additional 40,000 square feet of space for 
the office complex. The University refuted 
neighborhood concerns, citing traffic and 
construction reviews conducted by GW’s 
operations team.

The commissioners agreed that the proj-
ect must offer community amenities that 
benefit the neighborhood in return for in-
creased space.

Neighbors proposed locally owned 
and operated retail space in the new GW 
structure to replace the restaurants on 
site that will be forced out – Froggy Bot-
tom Pub, Mehran Restaurant, Panda Café 
and Thai Place.

“I think that’s the point, is that it’s mom 
and pop places and not chains,” Harmon 
said in the commission’s resolution. “We 
want what we have there now with busi-
nesses that are open later – not a dry clean-
ers that closes up at 5:30.” 

The commission also echoed concerns 
raised by residents of the President Con-
dominium in mid-October. Tenants and 
landlords of the 2141 I St. building said 
construction and noise would deter po-
tential renters.

The proposed design for the property 
includes an alleyway directly adjacent to 
the condos with a loading dock and 179-car 
parking garage.

Senior Associate Vice President for 
Operations Alicia Knight said the Uni-
versity will remain in discussions with 
neighbors regarding the project “with 
the goal of addressing the concerns 
raised at Thursday’s meeting.”

—Matthew Kwiecinski
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Just 30 minutes after presi-
dential hopeful Mitt Romney 
pledged to cut funding for 
public television programs in 
the Oct. 3 debate, two Mup-
pet fans more than 1,000 miles 
apart hatched an idea to save 
the shows. 

Los Angeles producer 
Michael Bellavia and Idaho 
college student Chris Mea-
cham separately planned 
demonstrations to save the 
children's programs, and be-
gan to coordinate after dis-
covering each other's web-
site and Facebook page for 
the Million Muppet March. 

After a month of coordi-
nating through social media, 
the pair met in person for 
the first time Nov. 3, joined 
by more than 700 colorfully 
clad public broadcasting 
supporters.

Supporters gathered in 
Lincoln Park and marched to 
Capitol Hill, shouting, “No 
puppets, no peace” and “Give 
felt a chance.” 

Most wore puppets and 
many dressed up as Sesame 
Street characters, carrying 
signs that read "Elmo wants 
equality, not binders." Dozens 
of Big Birds held signs like 
"Flip the GOP the bird" and 
"Keep your Mitts off me," re-
ferring to the Sesame Street 
character Romney assured au-
diences he supported, despite 
his intent to cut funding to 
the program's benefactor, the 
Public Broadcasting Service.  

The demonstration cul-
minated in a Twitter cam-
paign, with thousands 
tweeting at 2 p.m. "I support 
continued funding of pub-
lic broadcasting" with the 
march's official hashtag.

Andrea Klein, a Silver 
Spring, Md. resident and 
alumna, came out for the 
march because she believes the 
impact of public broadcasting 
stretches beyond shows like 
Sesame Street.

“This doesn’t just have to 
do with Big Bird, it’s about 
supporting PBS stations all 
across the country,” Klein 
said. “Stations will close if we 
don’t support them.”

Rather than taking a bit-
ter stance on budget cuts, the 
marchers focused on the ben-
efits of public broadcasting.

Freshman Amelia Wil-
liams said public broadcasting 

outlets shouldn’t be a partisan 
issue, calling Big Bird “a pup-
pet, not a political issue.”

“[Public broadcasting] 

brings people joy, it’s educa-
tional and it brings America 
together,” Williams said.

Baltimore-native Louis 

Triandafilou said those with-
out cable depend on public 
channels like PBS, backing 
the company’s programs that 

provide essential information 
and entertainment.

“It’s a resource that’s 
available to enlighten us and 

make everyone so happy,” the 
60-year-old said. “The country 
could be robbed of something 
so important.” u
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Puppeteers defend PBS, protest funding cuts on Mall
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Hundreds swarmed the National Mall Saturday for what organizers said would be the largest demonstration of puppets in one place.

A former housekeeping 
employee found with am-
munition and 23 pounds 
of marijuana in his apart-
ment in May was sen-
tenced Thursday to three 
weekends behind bars and 
a year of probation.

A Maryland circuit 
court charged Leon Flythe, 
29, with one count of pos-
session of marijuana with 
intent to distribute. 

Flythe was arrested at 
his apartment in Suitland, 
Md. on May 4 after Prince 
George's County Police of-
ficers uncovered more than 
$200,000 worth of marijua-
na, ammunition and $4,000. 

Police also identified 

Flythe as a “known gang 
member” at the time of his 
arrest. He pled guilty to the 
drug possession charge in 
September, bypassing a trial.

The University hired 
Flythe as a housekeeper in 
2008. He was placed on “un-
paid leave” after his arrest, 
University spokeswoman 
Candace Smith said then. 
Following his sentencing 
Thursday, Smith said he 
was no longer employed 
by the University. 

Flythe has been arrested 
four times for two second-
degree assaults, marijuana, 
disorderly conduct and do-
mestic violence, according 
to Maryland court records 
– all while employed by the 
University. But GW does 
not receive notifications of 

criminal incidents involv-
ing employees if they are 
outside of the University 
Police Department's juris-
diction, and was unaware 
of Flythe's criminal record, 
Smith said in May. Human 
Resources only conducts 
background checks during 
application processes or 
promotions.

She also declined then 
to say which buildings 
Flythe had access to, saying 
only that he was assigned 
to “office areas.”

After Flythe's sentenc-
ing, Smith declined to com-
ment as to whether the 
University was considering 
adjusting its background 
check for employees cur-
rently working for GW. 

“We regularly review 

our hiring and selection 
procedures including the 
process for background 
screenings,” Smith said.

Georgetown Univer-
sity’s human resources of-
fice conducts background 
checks on employees if the 
school learns of “conduct 
that may pose a danger to 
others,” according to its 
website.

“In the event that the 
University has reason to 
believe that a University 
employee has engaged in 
criminal conduct,” George-
town's website reads, “the 
University reserves the 
right to require the em-
ployee to satisfactorily 
clear a background check 
as a condition of continued 
employment.” u

by matthew kwieCiNski
Metro News Editor

As Mitt Romney and 
Barack Obama brace for a 
photo finish, national poll-
ing groups like the POLIT-
ICO/George Washington 
University Battleground 
Tracking Poll will be under 
almost as much scrutiny as 
the candidates on Nov. 6.

The poll, which GW has 
sponsored for a decade and 
two consulting firms from 
opposite sides of the aisle 
have run for 20 years, is 
under increasing pressure 
to get the election results 
right as others like Gal-
lup, CBS-New York Times 
and ABC-Washington Post 
jostle for supremacy. 

The two presidential 
candidates are deadlocked, 
according to Sunday's PO-
LITICO/George Wash-
ington University Battle-
ground Tracking Poll, 
which had them tied at 48 
percent of votes.

“Success in this busi-
ness is measured by the 
proximity in the polling in 
the final days to the actual 
result,” said Chris Arter-
ton, a professor of political 
management who oversees 
GW’s involvement with 
the poll. 

The battleground poll – 
which polls 1,000 likely vot-
ers across the country and 

provides dueling analyses 
from the conservative con-
sulting firm the Tarrance 
Group and liberal group 
Lake Research Partners.

Battleground officials 
say the poll's opposing po-
litical bents plays to its ad-
vantage as it looks to rise. 

Brian Nienaber, a GW 
alumnus and vice presi-
dent at the Tarrance Group, 
said both partners run pri-
vate polls for politicians, 
putting their reputation at 
stake to get the polls right.

“The big thing that 
makes us different is we 
have a pretty strong incen-
tive to be right or we have 
a hard time recruiting cli-
ents if we look off,” Niena-
bor said. "We’re trying to 
get the data right, not sell 
a story. It makes us feel we 
have a poll to have a check 
and balance that makes us 
rigorous.”

He added that Tuesday 
would be the “ultimate 
judgment” for the poll, 
which he said showed mo-
mentum for Romney that 
would carry over into elec-
tion day. The margin of er-
ror for the poll is plus or 
minus 3.1.

The poll also inked a 
deal with POLITICO in 
2010, a partnership that's 
garnered increased atten-
tion. Mike Freedman, direc-
tor of GW's Global Media 

Institute, said the poll has 
landed exclusive mentions 
on CBS Evening News as 
part of an effort to raise its 
profile.

Debates around polling 
analysis and techniques 
have remained a fixture 
this campaign season, pop-
ularized by Nate Silver’s 
modeling projections for a 

sure Obama win.
“This year, the leap 

in level of sophistication 
when you get asked by 
normal people is really 
staggering,” Nienaber said. 
“People ask you about 
weighting and likely voter 
models – things that are in 
the realm of technical ex-
pertise.” u

by Cory weiNberg
Campus News Editor

Former employee sentenced for drugs

Narrow election adds pressure for GW poll

Public health cap
harnesses demand

As schools across GW look 
to grow their enrollments, the 
population in the undergraduate 
program in the School of Public 
Health and Health Services – 
one of GW's most competitive 
programs – is held down by 
a student cap imposed by the 
Board of Trustees.

Despite pulling in double 
the number of applicants and 
planning to open a standalone 
building next spring, the public 
health program will not yet look 
to raise its enrollment ceiling, di-
rector Sara Wilensky said.

“There are positives to the 
size of our program. People 
very much tend to enjoy the 
small school within the big 
school of GW. So, we know all 
the students, we know them 
by name, we have one adviser 
for all our undergraduates,” 
Wilensky said.  

The public health program 
drew about 60 applications from 
students looking to major in the 
school last year, double the num-
ber it attracted in its first year in 
2003. The school also has a cap 
of 75 minors, a limit Wilensky 
said it expects to hit or approach 
for the first time this year.

It is one of a few schools 
at GW with enrollment limits 
– though the entire University 
operates under a city-regu-
lated enrollment cap – and 
administrators would have to 
appeal to the Board of Trust-
ees to remove it.

“In the beginning of the 
program, we had enough spac-
es for everyone who was inter-
ested because no one had heard 
of us, and the people weren’t 
as familiar with the concept of 
public health,” Wilensky said. 
Then, she said, public health 
crises like Sept. 11, global 
warming and “food scares” fu-
eled the growth of programs at 
GW and nationwide. 

The school has also raised its 
ratio of tenure-track faculty from 
42 to 74 percent in four years.

But while a larger under-
graduate program would mean 
more tuition dollars for a school 
that also includes a 871-student 
graduate program, it would also 
mean even more spending on 
faculty and space.

Professors in the public 
health school teach both un-
dergraduate and graduate 

courses, which Wilensky said 
benefits students. The school 
is trying to cushion its budget 
with more outside research 
money and fundraising, she 
said. It already pulls in the 
most research dollars at GW.

The school’s funding pro-
cess is bogged down by a 
budget model that prevents 
schools like SPHHS from ac-
cepting double majors, because 
it would need to share that stu-
dent’s tuition dollars.    

Nearly half of each student’s 
tuition dollars in the school is 
used for general scholarships 
and does not flow into the 
school’s budget.  

A $75 million public health 
school building will add 115,000 
square feet and its first central-
ized home when it opens in 
spring 2014. 

It has already added sev-
eral introductory class sections 
to meet the course demands of 
students like senior Silpa Srini-
vasulu, who said the program’s 
smallness complicated her path 
to graduation because there have 
been too few class offerings. 

“They really do need a big-
ger curriculum and faculty,” 
she said, adding that particu-
larly after the move, the school 
will need to expand its lineup 
of courses.

Wilensky said the school 
could consider growing the 
undergraduate program once 
it moves into the new build-
ing, but that it would not hap-
pen immediately. 

“When you’re working 
with graduates and under-
graduates, that’s a lot of balls in 
the air in terms of what [mon-
ey is] coming in, what kind of 
space needs do you have, what 
are the priorities in terms of 
growth,” Wilensky said. “It’s 
not on the table as a moment, 
but it’s not as a program direc-
tor something I would push at 
the moment either until we can 
get settled.”

Junior Marley Rashad said 
the program’s small size was 
a strength, though she added 
that it should consider adding 
more electives. 

“I would like to keep the 
school small. It is a very differ-
ent experience from the one in 
the Columbian College or other 
schools, and I like the exclusive-
ness of it,” she said. 

–Cory Weinberg 
contributed to this report. 

by juliaNa tamayo
Hatchet Reporter
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Opinions

The American welfare program 
took a hit this election.

There was that time Newt Gin-
grich called President Barack Obama 
the “most effective food stamp presi-
dent in history” last January, and then 
there was Mitt Romney’s advertisement 
lambasting Obama for “taking the work 
out of welfare” in August. 

And we can’t forget Romney’s infa-
mous “47 percent” comment, in which he 
said almost half of the electorate considers 
themselves "victims" of a broken system, 
and that he'll "never convince them that 
they should take personal responsibility 
and care for their lives." 

The GOP has worked tirelessly to 
portray impoverished welfare recipients 
as entitled and lazy. 

Republicans have demonized wel-
fare programs and dehumanized wel-
fare recipients, to the point that people 
forget how destructive the effects of the 
party’s policies would be. 

The budget proposal put forth by 
Rep. Paul Ryan, R-Wisc., would cut more 
than $3 billion dollars from programs that 
help low-income Americans – like Pell 
Grants and food stamps – cuts that make 
up nearly two-thirds of his proposal. 
And Romney’s ideas aren’t much better. 
In an interview with Fortune Magazine, 
he stated his plan to send the food stamp 
program back to the states, at a time when 
they are already struggling to afford ser-
vices like education and public safety. 

All in all, these plans would affect 
millions of impoverished Americans, 
injuring the safety net they rely on – not 
out of a sense of laziness, but out of need. 
Poverty is undoubtedly a problem in 
America today, but cutting funding to in-
tegral programs is not a solution. 

There’s no denying the fact that, as 
GW students, many of us are incredibly 
fortunate. We’re intelligent, educated 
and creating opportunities for our fu-
tures. Some of us have even received help 
through student loans and financial aid 
packages just to go here.

But that’s why it’s so critical come 
election time that we think about more 
than just ourselves.

–Marissa Fretes, opinions columnist

On Nov. 6, California will 
vote on the death penalty.

There are obvious hu-
manitarian issues that arise when 
discussing Proposition 34, which 
would end the death penalty in the 
state if it is successful. But there is 
more to this issue than the liveli-
hood of prisoners. California is $617 
billion in debt, according to the state 
treasurer’s website, the highest of 
any state in the country. 

Voting yes for Prop 34 would 
help decrease the state’s growing 
fiscal dilemma.

Since the death penalty was 
reinstated in 1978, it has cost the 
state over $4 billion, according to 
the Los Angeles Times. But since 
then, only 13 inmates have been 
executed. It is far cheaper to give 
them a life sentence in jail, and it 
would be fiscally irresponsible 
for California to continue putting 
criminals on death row.

If Prop 34 passes, it is esti-
mated to save the state $1 billion 
every five years, according to the 
Times. These are savings Califor-
nia needs, especially during un-
certain economic times.

And if it passes, $100 million 
would be allotted to law enforce-
ment to aid in solving homicides 
and rape cases. State funding 
would be better spent pursuing 
these cases than pushing convicted 
criminals into an inefficient death 
penalty program.

Prop 34 is just as much about 
the death penalty as it is about 
paying off California’s debt. This 
election, the livelihood of an entire 
state is at stake.

–Jacob Garber, opinions columnist

How many times have you 
heard, “I’m fiscally conser-
vative but socially liberal,” 

from one of your friends? Chances 
are, too many to count.

Up until recently, social issues 
like gay rights and abortion were 
dealt with on the state level – not in 
the White House or on Capitol Hill. 
But now, these issues have made their 
way to the national stage.

And depending on Congress’ 
budget, Americans will be directly 
affected by how much funding social 
programs like Planned Parenthood, 
welfare and Medicare receive. 

Let’s start with Rep. Paul Ryan, 
R-Wisc., and his infamous budget. If 
enacted, the plan will curtail women’s 
reproductive rights through a series 
of cuts related to women’s health 
care. Additionally, former Massachu-
setts Gov. Mitt Romney would repeal 
the Affordable Care Act, preventing 
women from having easy access to 
birth control, STD and HIV screenings 
and mammograms.

Normally, Romney's plan to 
cut Planned Parenthood funding 
wouldn’t fly, but tough economic 
times and high government debt 
gives Romney an excuse to justify pol-
icy changes that would be detrimental 
to women's health.

Ryan also cosponsored a bill with 
Rep. Todd Akin, R-Mo., known for his 
“legitimate rape” comment, which 
haphazardly made the claim that 
women's bodies have a way of pre-
venting pregnancy following some 
sexual assaults. If we elect conserva-
tives like this, the definition of rape 
will likely be narrowed, and legisla-
tion might bar women from integral 
reproductive health services.

You want to significantly cut the 
budget and avoid raising taxes, even 
for the wealthiest Americans? But you 
also support women’s reproductive 
rights and other social issues? I’m sor-
ry, but you can’t be on both sides. 

So the next time you hear someone 
proclaim they’re fiscally conservative 
and socially liberal, please ask them, 
“No, really, which one are you?”

–Melissa Miller, opinions writer

The issue of gun control has man-
aged to slip out of the spotlight 
this election, despite the violence 

that plagued the country this past sum-
mer in places like Aurora, Colo. And in 
the past few years, almost nothing has 
been done to restrict gun ownership.

In the town hall presidential de-
bate at Hofstra University, both candi-
dates vaguely responded to a question 
on gun control. Former Gov. Mitt Rom-
ney indicated that he would not add 
any new gun control laws. And while 
President Barack Obama stressed the 
need to reintroduce the assault weap-
ons ban that expired in 2004, he has 
had four years to toughen enforcement 
of current legislation but hasn't.

Whether you agree with the candi-
dates or not, one thing is clear: Weap-
ons are still getting into the hands of 
the wrong people. 

And states without significant fire-
arm legislation bear the consequences. 
The Sikh temple shooting this summer 
took place in Wisconsin, a state with 
some of the weakest gun control laws 
in the country. The Virginia Tech shoot-
ing took place almost six years ago, but 
Virginia still has the highest machine 
gun ownership in the nation, accord-
ing to The Washington Post.

Gun control has always been a 
divisive issue, but it’s not one we can 
ignore. We can’t afford to stand by 
without discussing how we can pre-
vent these acts of violence.

This issue disappears from the 
national discussion just weeks after 
shootings occur. But we should have 
this conversation now, while we still 
have time to prevent more devastat-
ing massacres. 

–Srividya Murthy, opinions writer

Did President Barack Obama say 
"acts of terror" the day after the 
attack on the U.S. Libyan em-

bassy? According to Mitt Romney, it 
took the president two weeks before 
he used that term. But according to 
Obama and presidential debate mod-
erator and journalist Candy Crowley, 
he said it the next day. 

Not everyone can be right.
You would think pointing a camera 

in a politician's direction at virtually all 
times would make them more account-
able. But it hasn’t. 

Facts can easily be looked up on 
the Internet, but candidates have gotten 
away with some pretty egregious lies.

Some things are true, and some 
are not. The public has been denied a 
clear view of the candidates’ policies 
because we cannot get to the issues 
that need debating.

So, allow me to clarify some facts 
that have been disputed. Yes, Obama 
said the words "acts of terror" the day 
after the attack. Yes, Romney wrote an 
op-ed in 2008 called “Let Detroit Go 
Bankrupt,” where he supported just 
that. And yes, in September, the unem-
ployment rate fell under 8 percent for 
the first time in nearly four years.

Romney has repeatedly expressed 
his interest in taking away funding from 
Planned Parenthood and reversing Roe 
v. Wade. But in ads airing in battleground 
states, his campaign assures voters that 
he "doesn't oppose abortion at all." He 
actually supports abortion rights in cases 
of rape, incest or risk to a woman's life.

Romney also campaigns on repeal-
ing "Obamacare." But let's not forget that 
his health care reform in Massachusetts 
was the framework for Obama's Patient 
Protection and Affordable Care Act. 

Voters can't make an informed de-
cision Nov. 6 if Romney offers two ver-
sions of reality on so many issues.

And here’s one more fact: The only 
way that we’re going to move forward 
as a country is if we hold our politicians 
accountable for what they say. If the 
American public elects Romney, who 
has led a very dishonest campaign, this 
phenomenon will be here to stay.

–Jaggar DeMarco, opinions writer

WHAT BRINGS STUDENTS TO THE VOTING BOOTH
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Death penalty comes with a high cost
Women's 

issues matter 
this election

Don't touch 
our wel fa re 
bene fi ts!

Time to break 
the silence on 
gun control 

You can't make up 
your own facts



The students bidding for 
seats on GW’s local neigh-
borhood councils this fall 
live in districts more than 
half comprised of young 
people, seemingly giving 
them an edge in the race. 

But because few stu-
dents are registered to vote 
in the District, and elections 
are typically decided by just 
a few dozen voters, on-the-
ground campaigning is key. 

Junior Patrick Kennedy 
and freshman Jevin Hodge 
– the only students facing 
opponents for seats on two 
of D.C.’s advisory neighbor-
hood commissions – rushed 
out to pick up D.C. voters 
in the final week before the 
polls.

Kennedy, pitted against 
five-term commissioner 
David Lehrman, has spent 
weeks getting to know the 
neighbors in his District, 
which includes his apart-
ment The Statesman and 
residence halls like Thurston 
and Potomac. He has also 
mailed more than 100 letters 
and posted signs across cam-
pus.

As co-founder of GW’s 
chapter of DC Students 
Speak, a local politics group, 
and the Student Association's 
vice president of community 
affairs, Kennedy said he tried 
to present himself as a bridge 
between GW, students and 
local residents.

“I’ve tried to keep it as 
personal as possible,” Ken-
nedy said. “I prefer really to 
get in touch with residents 
myself.”

His opponent, 66-year-
old Lehrman, said he also 
posted flyers, mailed about 
350 letters and was inter-
viewed by local newspapers, 
but was unable to actively 

campaign last week due to a 
back injury.

The 20-year Foggy Bot-
tom resident said in his first 
contested race, he has been 
forced to articulate his mes-
sage more clearly to younger 
voters.

“They use the phrase, 
‘politicians run scared,’ and 
I don’t think politicians 
can ever be too confident,” 
Lehrman said. “You always 
assume that the other can-
didate has strengths, and 
there’s always the possibil-
ity that you’ll lose.”

If he wins the election, 
Lehrman said he plans to re-
cover from his surgery, buy 
a juicy, T-bone steak and eat 
dinner at home to celebrate. 

Hodge, the other student 
candidate running against 
an incumbent commission-
er, said he has geared up for 
the election with late-night 
strategy sessions with his 
campaign manager.  

The freshman Mount 
Vernon resident joined the 
race last month and got a 
late start to his campaign. 
He recently ordered a banner 
to hang in front of the polls 
on Election Day and said he 
will fundraise and knock on 
doors until the final hours of 
his campaign. 

“This is the nail-biting 
end of it, and we have to 
brace ourselves for what-
ever happens,” Hodge, who 

is out to beat long-serving 
Ward 3 commissioner Penny 
Pagano, said. 

About 40 ANC’s across 
the District mediate be-
tween residents and city 
agencies on matters such as 
construction, noise and li-
quor laws. Commissions in-
clude several members from 
each single-member district. 
Members face reelection ev-
ery two years.

On Foggy Bottom, the 
last student to nab a posi-
tion as one of the neighbor-
hood’s top advocates was 
Asher Corson during his 
senior year in 2006. Students 
and alumni would hold five 
of the eight seats on the com-
mission – typically dominat-
ed by permanent residents 
– if all their attempts are 
successful.

This year’s election in-
cludes a record nine stu-
dent-candidates for the ANC 
across the District.

Sophomore Peter Sacco 
and junior Jackson Carnes 
are also running for ANC po-
sitions, though neither will 
face an opponent on the bal-
lot. In the final days before 
the election, Carnes tried to 
knock on every voter’s door 
at least once and attend com-
munity meetings.

“I believe there is a 
lot we can do to make our 
neighborhood better than it 
already is,” Carnes said.u

The GW haTcheT News November 5, 2012 w Page 5

Dominique DeAngelo 
didn't expect the martial 
arts training she started at 
age 5 to lead her to Egypt as 
a Fulbright scholar.

DeAngelo, who gradu-
ated in December 2011, is 
one of 12 GW students and 
alumni who will spend the 
next year teaching or re-
searching around the world 
as Fulbright scholars, a 
State Department-funded 
award that announced its 
1,700 winners last week.

With her Fulbright 
grant, DeAngelo will con-
duct a study on the culture 
of female martial artists to 
examine the region’s gen-
der equality.

“In much of the Middle 
East, the ideal female is 
shy, demure and delicate,” 
DeAngelo, who has been 
living in Cairo since June, 
said. “I am curious as to 
how female martial artists 
feel about these strict gen-

der roles, and in what ways 
they feel they are either 
breaking them or conform-
ing to them.”

The history and Middle 
East studies double major 
completed a three-month 
Arabic course last week to 
help her immerse herself 
in the region, and she will 
now spend nine months in-
terviewing and surveying 
women who participate in 
taekwondo, judo, boxing, 
karate and Ju-jitsu – activi-
ties she said are “popular 
with women and girls here, 
especially after the Revolu-
tion.”

But the number of Ful-
bright awards like DeAn-
gelo’s that fund research 
may start to dwindle soon, 
Director of the Center for 
Undergraduate Fellowships 
and Research Paul Hoyt-
O’Connor said.

More than half of GW 
Fulbright grants this year 
went to English teaching 
assistantships, rather than 
research, a trend Hoyt-

O’Connor would likely 
continue as the State De-
partment looks to build 
stronger cultural ties in oth-
er countries.

“The [teaching assistant-
ship] program, I think is the 
side of the scholarship that 
Fulbright sees the cross-cul-
tural exchange really hap-
pening,” Hoyt-O’Connor 
said.

The University’s 12 

awards were the 26th-most 
among research institu-
tions. Last year, 16 graduate 
students and alumni won 
awards.

The number of teaching 
assistant grants under the 
Fulbright scholar program 
has rapidly expanded, tak-
ing away some spots pre-
viously given to research 
proposals, Hoyt-O’Connor 
said.

“Individuals doing re-
search and operating on 
their own, at times I think is 
difficult for Fulbright to see 
the cross-cultural exchange 
the program’s looking for,” 
says Hoyt-O’Connor.

While DeAngelo said 
she sees the cultural value 
in the English teaching as-
sistantship program, she 
said the practical side of her 
research will also immerse 

her in a new experience.
“Fulbright doesn’t want 

full-time students who 
spend most of their time 
hunched over books in the 
library," she said. "Rather, 
they want people who are 
willing to immerse them-
selves in the community, 
talk with members of the so-
ciety they are living in and 
act as cultural ambassadors 
for the United States.” u

by briaNNa gurciullo
Hatchet Staff Writer

by mary sette
Hatchet Reporter

Students, alumni
earn 12 Fulbrights

Photo courtesy of domiNique deaNgelo
Dominique DeAngelo, who graduated from GW in December 2011 after majoring in history and Middle East studies, will interview Egyptian women involved in 
martial arts this year to research the region's cultural and gender differences. The State Department announced the 1,700 Fulbright awards Nov. 1.

scott figatNer | hatchet PhotograPher
Junior Jackson Carnes, running unopposed for a spot on the Foggy Bottom and West End Neighborhood 
Commission, pitches his plans to voters. He is one of nine student ANC candidates across the city.

aNc candidates make final push

Research awards dwindle as Fulbright
program gives edge to English teachers

Student challengers would change landscape of neighborhood
commission with victories, but they have to convince voters first

Gardens for Good Grant last 
year, is run by the Food Jus-
tice Alliance with student, 
staff and faculty volunteers.

Intensified efforts to be-
come a zero-waste college 
will emphasize compost-
ing, recycling paper and 
promoting reusable water 
bottles on campus. 

The University also plans 
to add more green space and 
promote healthy lifestyles 
outdoors by promoting 
the student-run group GW 
TRAILS and the nearby Rock 
Creek Park, Chapple-Brown 
said, though all the details 
for the years-long plan have 
not yet been hammered out.

The office's graduate re-
search associate Ridhima 
Kapur said staff looked at 
studies that showed that 
more natural space improves 
cognitive abilities and helps 
hospital patients heal faster.

"That you can see green 
space and see nature around, 
and to be more in tune with 
it, is somehow more helpful," 
Kapur said. "We need to get 
the students the opportunity 
to access it." 

Each of the plan's key 
tenets will be broken down 
into specific initiatives and 
projects over the next few 
years, Chapple-Brown said. 
Big ideas will be handed off 
to the Innovation Task Force, 
the University's cost-cutting 
committee that meets year-
round to outline ways to 

make GW more efficient.
Chapple-Brown said GW 

has a pioneering take on sus-
tainability, similar to those 
taken by corporations like the 
Dow Chemical Company. 

“Service companies 
haven’t tackled it before,” 
Chapple-Brown said. “We 
have a lot to learn, because 
we know this is a really am-
bitious plan.”

Chapple-Brown, who 
spent about 15 years working 
for companies like Ford Mo-
tor Company, Nike and Wal-
mart, said she knew a holis-
tic approach "was where the 
world was moving towards” 
because of its cost-saving and 
moral implications.

The office based the strat-
egy on recommendations 
from the World Business 
Council on Sustainable De-
velopment and the United 
Nations Environmental Pro-
gramme. GW also pulled in 
experts and professors to 
weigh in on the plan, though 
Chapple-Brown said GW 
would need to continue to 
solicit feedback to create 
community buy-in. 

The plan is the most far-
reaching green initiative 
under University President 
Knapp, covering all aspects 
of the school's impact on the 
environment. 

Knapp, who lived on a 
sustainable farm in Sparks, 
Md. before coming to Foggy 
Bottom in 2007, has made 
green initiatives a priority 
since the start of his presi-
dency. He convened a sus-
tainability-focused task force 
upon his arrival, leading to 

the founding of the Office of 
Sustainability in 2009. Two 
years ago, GW launched its 
first major commitment to 
sustainability with the Cli-
mate Action Plan, which set 
the aim to reduce 40 percent 
of greenhouse gas emissions 
by 2025.

A year after Knapp ar-
rived, a scathing Sierra 
Club report called out GW 
for lacking measures to 
combat greenhouse gases, 
highlighting the amount 
of eco-related catch-up the 
University had to undertake 
in a new administration.

The Office of Sustainabil-
ity has worked on its master 
eco-plan for two years, after 
releasing glimpses of its sus-
tainability strategy through 
the Climate Action Plan and 
GWater Plan. Knapp intro-
duced the plans in 2010 and 
2011 respectively, pledging a 
reduction in greenhouse gas 
emissions and water bottle 
usage on campus. Knapp 
said in April that the office 
was planning for a third 
“ecosystem plan." 

Both of the smaller blue-
prints will fall under the 
umbrella of the overarching 
green plan.

Twenty-two students 
have declared majors in the 
sustainability minor that 
launched this fall. The GW 
Law School also began pump-
ing money into its energy law 
program this summer, with 
an almost half a million dollar 
donation from The Constella-
tion Foundation, a branch of 
the national energy provider 
Exelon Corporation. u

supported the group last 
year but was concerned as 
to how the ban could be en-
forced, said the community 
should focus on the new 
policy's wellness benefits. 
He added that despite the 
20 percent voter turnout in 
the referendum, it was fair 
to implement the policy be-
cause students had an op-
portunity to oppose the ban. 

“I hope the students who 
smoke will still find a way to 
enjoy what they enjoy – which 
is smoking – but I honestly 
hope some of these people 
will make a choice and not 
smoke,” Miller said.

GW will formally an-
nounce the new policy Nov. 
15, coinciding with the annu-
al Great American Smokeout, 
hosted by the American Can-
cer Society. Sherrard said the 
review of the smoking policy 
is part of the Healthy Cam-
pus program, which noted 
that a healthier pool of faculty 
could save GW $3.5 million in 
healthcare costs.

Sherrard also declined to 
comment if the University will 
add more quitting programs. 
GW also unveiled an anti-
smoking campaign in Febru-
ary 2011, offering resources 
and counseling to smokers 
looking to ditch the habit.

“This is really an initiative 
stemming from the students – 
not from the administration 
or the [Faculty Senate] push-
ing down onto the student 
body,” Kimberly Acquaviva, 
director of Faculty Affairs 
and a professor in the School 
of Nursing, said.

She stressed that com-
mittee had “no desire to 
create a culture where peo-
ple are busted for smoking” 
and that the primary focus 
was to make a healthier 
campus environment.

Acquaviva said she 
knows that GW, as an urban 
campus, “can never truly be a 
100 percent smoke-free cam-
pus because of the people 
walking through, but we can 
certainly do our best.” Build-
ing managers in D.C. are per-
mitted by law to implement 
smoking bans in areas up to 
25 away feet from a build-
ing. GW cannot ban smoking 
across its campus because of 
privately owned businesses 
in the neighborhood.

But the Mount Vernon 
Campus could become en-
tirely smoke-free since it is all 
University property, Michael 
Castleberry, chair of the Fac-
ulty Senate executive com-
mittee, said.

“Still, the problem is, once 
you’re entering the Mount 
Vernon campus, are you go-
ing to totally exclude smokers 
from that environment? These 
are still questions we need to 

work on,” he said.
Nearby schools – Catholic, 

Gallaudet, Georgetown, Mary-
mount and Trinity Washing-
ton universities, all ban smok-
ing within 25 feet of building 
entrances. The University of 
Maryland will become smoke-
free by next summer, joining 
825 other campuses around 
the country.

Student Association 
President Ashwin Narla said 
he will convene a group of 
about a dozen smoking and 
nonsmoking students to get 
feedback, because he said 
“some students will feel 
marginalized and think the 
University is being unfair.” 
He said gauging students’ 
opinions on this issue is es-
pecially important since the 
referendum didn't gather a 
large turnout.

“We want, as the SA, to 
take their feedback and make 
sure the administration is tak-
ing that into consideration,” 
Narla said. “We represent ev-
ery student and there are a lot 
of students out there that will 
have negative feedback.”

Acquaviva said that the 
University pays attention to 
student voices because their 
tuition dollars run the school.

“At the end of the day, 
you are all our bosses, in 
many ways if you think about 
it, and during your educa-
tional experience, you have 
put us in that role,” Acqua-
viva said. u
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"Fulbright doesn't want full-time students 
who spend most of their time hunched over 

books in the library."

dominique deangelo
Class of 2012

"I believe there is a lot we can do to make 
our neighborhood better than it already is."

jackson carnes
Candidate

 Foggy Bottom and West End Advisory 
Neighborhood Commission
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For the Graduate School 
of Political Management, this 
election has become a game 
for political junkies.

The political community 
applied an unconventional ap-
proach to election polling with 
a weekly Horse Race poll this 

fall, surveying about 170 GSPM 
students, alumni, full-time fac-
ulty and adjunct professors to 
track presidential candidates’ 
strategies and performance – 
not voter preference. 

Launched Aug. 5, the 
poll was designed to bring 
together the program’s po-
liticos, professor of political 
management Chris Arterton 

said. He and TransparaGov, 
Inc. CEO David Rehr, also an 
adjunct professor in GSPM, 
spearheaded the project and 
executed its data collection.

“We came up with the idea 
because our people are in the 
thick of it all day – involved in 
campaigns and working in the 
capital,” Rehr said. “We’re the 
foremost political, legislative 

and strategic graduate school 
in America, so why don’t we 
look at how they view the pre-
vious week and what advice 
they would give?” 

In the past month since the 
first debate, the participants 
concluded that former Mas-
sachusetts Gov. Mitt Romney 
has bested the president. In the 
week proceeding Oct. 30, Rom-

ney received a 3.72 rating in 
comparison to Obama’s 3.15. 
The scale ranks candidates 
from one to five, with one be-
ing "very ineffective" and five 
meaning "very effective."

Contrary to prominent 
polls, such as the POLITICO/
George Washington Univer-
sity Battleground Tracking 
Poll, “participants are not 

saying who they will vote for, 
[but instead] who is doing a 
successful job,” Arterton said. 
“It’s remarkable; Democrats 
would say Romney did better, 
and Republicans, Obama.”

Arterton said the goal of 
the poll was to represent the 
thought of political profes-
sionals at GW, who are often 
campaign experts.

“I don’t consider this to be 
a poll in the strictest sense,” 
he said. “We are calling it an 
‘insiders’ poll, representative 
of opinions only of this group 
of people.”

The Horse Race also pro-
vided a forum for alumni to 
voice their opinions. 

Arterton said alumni, who 
are often hard to engage, re-
sponded positively to the proj-
ect and had a high response 
rate each week. 

The survey also allowed 
participants to provide sug-
gestions to candidates’ cam-
paigns based on the previous 
week's performance. This sort 
of qualitative data, Rehr said, 
is rare in political polls. 

“The best part is getting 
the insights on what advice 
they would be offering,” said 
Rehr. “It’s really good stuff.”

Responses often directly 
addressed the candidates. One 
Democratic respondent told 
President Barack Obama to "go 
after Romney" in a debate.

As the vice presidential 
debate approached, a Repub-
lican insider recommended:, 
“Ryan: Let Biden talk. If you 
give him enough slack, he will 
run to the end of the leash, 
and we all know what hap-
pens next.” 

The poll, in its first year, 
gave students an opportuni-
ty for sharp political analy-
sis, putting classroom skills 
into practice.

“We are going to contin-
ue to look toward our com-
munity for their engage-
ment,” Rehr said. “It’s been 
a lot of fun.” u

A polling game for politicos

JORdan EMOnT | PHOTO EdITOR
David Rehr, an adjunct professor in the Graduate School of Political Management, oversees the House Race poll for the 2012 election.

by MaRGaRET KaHn
Hatchet Reporter
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uWould cut $500 billion yearly from the fed-
eral budget to balance the budget by 2020 

uVice presidential pick Paul Ryan, R-Wisc., 
backs deep cuts to domestic spending

uWould stem federal spending and debt by 
closing loopholes to lower taxes, reform tax 
code and reduce individual rates by 20 per-
cent, stripping Wall Street regulations

uSpent months lobbying to pre-
vent the federal student loan rate 
from doubling to 6.2 percent

uIncreased Pell Grants and di-
rect federal loans to cut down on 
extra fees paid to banks

uStudent loans should 
come from private lenders

uWould restructure the 
Pell Grant program, narrow-
ing the eligibility to reserve 

the grants for the neediest 

uSupports the option of abortion 

uHealth care law requires increased coverage of contra-
ceptives and charges women the same rates as men

uSigned a workers' pay law in 2009 to allow em-
ployees to sue for discriminatory practices after 
any paycheck

uOpposes abortion except in cases of rape, 
incest or risk to a woman's life

uCalls for the Supreme Court to overturn 
Roe v. Wade and allow states to set policies

uWould cut federal funding to Planned 
Parenthood  

uObama's landmark Patient 
Protection and Affordable Care 
Act extends coverage to about 
30 million uninsured Ameri-
cans and mandates that most 
get insurance or pay a penalty

uPlans to cut the federal deficit by $4 trillion over the 
next decade by saddling those who make $1 million or 
more with a 30 percent income tax 

uUnemployment rate surged to 10 percent during his 
first year in office but has steadily fallen since then, 
landing at 7.8 percent in September

uObama’s jobs plan costs nearly $400 billion, about 
half from new spending and half from tax cuts

uPledges to repeal
bulk of the health care
law, including the
individual mandate,  though he 
ushered in a similar policy six years 
ago as governor of Massachusetts 
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More GW donors lean right than 2008, still flock to Obama

Compiled by Sara Amrozowicz and Allison Wedwaldt

ChrIS EDWArDS
Trachtenberg School of Public Policy and 
Public Administration, MPA, 1996
Running as challenger in Nevada's 1st district
The Republican political novice is a longshot 
to defeat a Democratic favorite, but hopes 
his plans to help the district's ailing housing 
market can help lead to an upset. He won the 
Republican primary in June.

rEp. DONNA ChrISTENSEN, D-VI
School of Medicine and Health Sciences, MD, 1970
Running for reelection in the U.S. Virgin Islands
Christensen has held the non-voting delegate 
position for the U.S. Virgin Islands in the House 
since 1994. She was the first-ever delegate 
to Congress to earn a seat on the powerful 
House Energy and Commerce Committee.

rEp. SAm JOhNSON, r-TExAS
Elliott School of International Affairs, MS, 1974
Running for reelection in Texas' 3rd district
The 82-year old served nearly three decades 
in the U.S. Air Force and endured seven 
years as a prisoner of war in Vietnam.  He's 
served 21 years in the House, where's he 
had one of the most conservative voting re-
cords, and is running unopposed this year.

pEDrO pIErLUISI, D-pr
GW Law School, JD, 1984
Running for reelection as the resident commissioner 
 of Puerto Rico
A Democrat and the sole representative of 
Puerto Rico to Congress, Pierluisi has spent his 
four years in office pushing for reforms in areas 
like crime and healthcare.

BrAD mOrrIS
Columbian College of Arts and Sciences, BA, 1997
Running as challenger in Mississippi's 1st district
Morris, a Democrat, is trying to ride his advoca-
cy for the middle class to a seat in the House. 
After cruising to an unopposed Democratic 
nomination, he's running close in the polls with 
incumbent Rep. Alan Nunnelee.
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rEp. JOhN J. DUNCAN, r-TENN.
GW Law School, JD, 1973
Running for reelection in Tennessee's 2nd district
Jimmy Duncan's popularity will likely lead him 
to an easy win for a 24th year in Congress. 
Though he was one of only six Republicans to 
vote against war in Iraq, Duncan has been a 
reliable conservative vote, with solid National 
Rifle Association and values voting records.

phOTOS USED UNDEr CrEATIVE COmmONS LICENSE

COUrTESy Of BrAD mOrrIS 
fOr CONGrESS

Colonials running for Congressional seats

Poll: Majority of students back Obama

rEp. ErIC CANTOr, r-VA. 
Columbian College of Arts and Sciences, BA, 1985
Running for reelection in Virginia's 7th district
The 12-year House veteran, and the only 
Jewish House Republican, has been a 
standout voice of opposition against Pres-
ident Barack Obama's legislative agenda. 
This is the first election in which Cantor 
has faced a challenger since 2002.

A disabled Iraq veteran looks to earn her 
first trip to Congress, while several House 
strongholds will likely cruise to victories.

rEp. STEVE ISrAEL, D-Ny
Columbian College of Arts and Sciences, BA, 1981
Running for reelection in New York's 3rd district 

Israel serves as the chairman of the Dem-
ocratic Congressional Campaign Commit-
tee, and has been a staunch advocate of 
Israel – the country – in his dozen years 
in the House. He will likely win reelection 
against Republican Stephen Labate.

TAmmy DUCkWOrTh
Elliott School of International Affairs, MS, 1992
Running as a challenger in Illinois' 8th district
An veteran who lost her legs when her helicop-
ter was shot down in Iraq, Duckworth has been 
one of this election cycle's most inspiring sto-
ries. Duckworth, a Democrat, held a 10-point 
lead over Rep. Joe Walsh, R-Ill., according to a 
Chicago Tribune poll last week.

Perry's debate slip-up
During a Republican primary debate, Rick 
Perry blanked on the federal agency he would 
eliminate as president: “The third agency of 
government I would do away with - the edu-
cation, the uh, the commerce and let’s see. I 
can’t. the third one I can’t. Sorry. Oops.”

Herman Cain exits faster than 
you can say 9-9-9
Maybe America just wasn’t ready for 
a Herman Cain presidency. The pizza 
chain kingpin ended his bizarre rise 
to the top of the Republican primary 
after sexual harassment allegations.

Rick Santorum drops out
Although the sweater-vest wear-
ing former Pennsylvania senator 
almost knocked off Mitt Romney 
in the Iowa caucus, it wasn’t 
enough to sustain his campaign. 
Santorum dropped out in April.

Biden: Obama 
“has a big stick” 
Joe Biden assured a crowd 
of college students that the 
commander-in-chief has a 
sizeable stick – at least on his 
strong stance against Iran. 
  Nov. 9, 2011                                                                                          Dec. 3, 2011                                                               April 10, 2011                               April 26, 2011                                        
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Support for former Gov. Mitt Rom-
ney has crept to a near-tie in recent 
weeks, but just one-fifth of GW stu-
dents chose him as their top candidate, 
according to a Hatchet poll of more 
than 600 students last week.

About 68 percent of students 
polled around campus said they sup-
ported President Barack Obama in his 
reelection bid, with just over 20 per-
cent favoring Romney. The remaining 
nearly 12 percent of students said they 
supported a third party candidate or 
did not support a candidate.

The poll, which included under-
graduates and graduates, was con-
ducted by Hatchet reporters who 
passed out surveys at locations across 
campus from Nov. 1 to Nov. 3. The 
margin of error is plus or minus 3.94 
percentage points.

About 45 percent of students 
ranked the economy and jobs as their 

most important concern. Social issues, 
like gay marriage and abortion, and 
foreign policy were considered the top 
issue for 30 percent and 13 percent of 
students, respectively.

Students who said they favored 
Romney overwhelmingly ranked the 
economy and jobs as their top issue, at 
82 percent. About 12 percent of Rom-
ney backers identified foreign policy 
as their top issue, on par with percent 
of Obama supporters who prioritized 
the issue. 

When asked about their political 
leanings, about 52 percent of respon-
dents said they were liberal or very 
liberal, while 13 percent said they were 
conservative or very conservative.

Among the about 30 percent of 
voters who identified as moderates, 55 
percent supported Obama – more than 
double the number of Romney sup-

porters.
The top concern among self-identi-

fied Obama supporters is social issues, 
narrowly followed by the economy 

and jobs.
Nationwide, Obama and Romney 

are in a dead heat, with each candi-
date earning support from 48 percent 
of likely voters, according to a POLIT-
ICO-GW Battleground poll released 
Sunday. 

A 2008 poll by The Hatchet that 
used similar methodology found that 
74 percent of students favored Obama, 
with about 20 percent supporting Mc-
Cain. It also found that more than half 
of students ranked the economy as the 
top issue, with foreign policy coming 
in second at 22 percent. 

About 80 percent of students said 
they would vote in the election, higher 
than the 64 percent turnout rate of reg-
istered voters in the 2008 election. With 
its D.C. location and strong political 
science and public policy programs, 
GW is known nationally for drawing 
in aspiring politicos, featured annually 
in the U.S. News and World Report list 
of most politically active colleges.

by SArAh fErrIS
Senor News Editor
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GrAphIC By NICk rICE | GrAphICS ASSISTANT

GW employees gave 42 percent 
more to Republican presidential can-
didates this election cycle than they 
did four years ago – but President 
Barack Obama still pocketed five 
times as much.

Republicans picked up $25,623 
from donors who listed GW as their 
employer, mostly toward Mitt Rom-
ney's campaign. That figure is also 
the most of all D.C. colleges, accord-
ing to Federal Election Commission 
data collected through Oct. 17.

University employees – mostly 
professors in fields like law, econom-
ics and humanities – still funneled 
$132,702 into Barack Obama’s cam-
paign, about on pace to match the 
2008 total of $171,458.

The rise in Republican funding 
this election is mostly due to one 
man: Howard Beales, a professor of 
strategic management and public 
policy. He donated $5,000 to Mitt 
Romney this year – the most of any 
Republican donor at GW.

Beales, an economist and a for-
mer director in the Federal Trade 
Commission, on his own made up 
nearly one-fifth of GW employee 
donations to the Romney cam-
paign. He said he did not donate to 
any Super PACs.

He said while he’s fed up with 
the negative advertisements and 
rhetoric used by both candidates this 
election, Romney’s message of small 
government resonated with him.

“Romney’s budget plan is a lot 
more attractive of a way to address 
what really is a serious looming defi-
cit problem that has to be fixed,” he 
said. “The kinds of solutions that the 
Obama administration has proposed 
won’t make a dent.”

He added that while “one could 
certainly conceive” that he could 
land a job in a potential Romney ad-
ministration, those prospects did not 
drive his donations.

Some GW administrators and 

professors were also Romney donors 
this year. Daniel Kaniewski and Frank 
Cilluffo, the two top leaders of GW’s 
Homeland Security Policy Institute, 
each gave more than $1,000 to Rom-
ney. Gregory Maggs, a law professor 
and former GW Law School interim 
dean, donated $2,000 to Romney.

But Republican employees, 
though in the minority, are not mar-
ginalized on campus, said Thomas 
Morgan, a professor of antitrust and 
trade regulation law.

“The reality is that although aca-
demia is primarily liberal, I find GW 
to be a very comfortable place to be 
a conservative. I have never been 
or have seen discrimination against 
others for their political beliefs,” 
Morgan said.

The shift to the right begins to 
tip the balance at a university known 
for leaning left. Nationally, less than 
10 percent of professors at private 
universities call themselves conser-
vative, according to a survey this 
month by UCLA’s Higher Education 
Research Institute.

Professors at University of Cali-
fornia and Harvard University made 
up the first and fifth largest sources 
of collegiate cash for Obama, respec-
tively giving more than $1 million 
and $600,000.

Two GW Law School profes-
sors – Spencer Overton and Alfreda 
Robinson – were some of the big-
gest bundlers for Obama last year. 
They each independently fund-
raised over $500,000 before hand-
ing over the checks they collected 
to the Obama campaign. 

David Bjelajac, a professor of art 
and American studies, gave $3,600 
to Obama over the general and pri-
mary elections.

“I basically share Obama’s val-
ues, and as a college professor, I am 
deeply appreciative his commitment 
to the arts and sciences, his willing-
ness to acknowledge and act upon 
the problem of global warming,” 
Bjelajac said.

Russ Choma, a reporter for the 

nonpartisan Center for Responsive 
Politics, said while professors are 
typically paid more at top contribut-
ing universities – giving them more 
money to spend on political dona-
tions – GW professors’ campaign 
contributions were far from modest.

“At Washington universities, 
these people are pretty tied in, and 
GW has a reputation for government 
and policy,” Choma said. “These are 
people who are paying close atten-
tion. You’ve got wealthy, educated, 
tuned in people that are more likely 
to give money.”

While GW’s donor totals stem 
from contributions to the candi-
dates’ official campaigns, outside 
spending has steamrolled the elec-

tion. Super PACs, independent 
organizations that can raise an 
unlimited amount of money for 
political advocacy without imme-
diate disclosure of who is donat-
ing, have spent over 250 million 

on this campaign.
The estimated $6 billion spent 

on this presidential campaign will 
be the most in history, according to 
an analysis by the Center for Re-
sponsive Politics.  

by DANIELA DIGUIDO AND COry WEINBErG
Hatchet Reporters

SOUrCE: fEDErAL ELECTION COmmISION DATA
GrAphIC By NICk rICE | GrAphICS ASSISTANT

The reality is that although academia is primarily 
liberal, I find GW to be a very comfortable place to 

be a conservative. I have never seen discrimination 
against others for their political beliefs.

thomas morgan
Law professor

The George Washington University



After spending the night on a 
YMCA gym floor, students gulped 
down coffee at a local diner and 
piled into cars for their 11-hour 
work days.

A typical day on the College 
Democrats campaign trail starts 
at about 8 a.m. Students crisscross 
the streets by foot until sundown, 
pitching President Barack Obama 
to potential voters and keeping 
up their energy by the occasional 
shouts of "Four more years!"

Nearly four dozen students 
traveled to Hilliard, Ohio on one 
of four overnight trips  from Oct. 
12 to 14. They are among thou-
sands of college students work-
ing Obama's ground game, armed 
with clip boards, buttons and cam-
paign stickers.

The group has also taken 
about 50 students to North Caro-
lina, Pennsylvania and Virginia 
this election cycle. Students also 
participate in weekly phone bank-
ing events and weekend trips to 
Virginia, sometimes with groups 
like Allied in Pride to promote the 
Maryland ballot initiative on mar-
riage equality.

"I think that personally as 
someone who's really starting to 
become more integrated in society, 
I'm going to be looking for a job in 
a few years, I want to make sure my 
country's going in the right direc-
tion," Kevin Palermo, the group’s 
freshman representative, said.

Some volunteers at the Cleve-
land suburb, mainly college stu-
dents, have been campaigning 
there since the beginning of the 
year. The CDs knocked on more 
than 5,000 doors in the battle-
ground state during their visit.

Campaign directors had a rit-
ual to energize volunteers, shout-
ing "Fired up," with canvassers re-
sponding "Ready to go" in unison.

The state's branch of Obama 
for America, headquartered in 
Chicago, Ill., got its start from Hill-
iard for Obama volunteer Judy 
Kamalay. The 61-year-old has 

pulled several College Democrats 
chapters from across Ohio and the 
country, including GW's. 

Kamalay has held several 
small meetings at her home since 
she joined the campaign in Janu-

ary. She said college students play 
a pivitol role in the election, and 
her inspiration comes from the 
many energized young Obama for 
America staffers – like GW senior 
DJ Sigworth, who took a semester 

off to work at the campaign office 
in Ohio.

“I think it’s a reward every day, 
because we’re working towards a 
really worthwhile goal,” Kama-
lay said. “I made a decision last 

year that there was nothing more 
important – not fully retiring, not 
going back to work – nothing was 
more important to me than doing 
everything I possibly could to get 
the president elected.”

Students received brief training 
on how to approach voters before 
pairing off to hit the streets, while 
others dial phones for hours to get 
out the vote for Obama.

That Saturday in Ohio, stu-
dents were surprised with visits 
from former state governor Ted 
Strickland, a Democrat, and for-
mer Republican Florida governor 
Charlie Crist. 

Both leaders encouraged polit-
ical activism and stressed the im-
portance of early voting during the 
election, with Crist saying Obama 
represents "American values," not 
just those of Democrats or Repub-
licans.

“What you’re doing is so vi-
tally important to the future of 
this great country, and what so 
many people have worked for for 
so long,” Crist said. “We have to 
come together, and I know that 
this president is the man who can 
do it for all of us, so thank you for 
what you are doing.”

Unlike many other chapters na-
tionwide, GW's CDs rely on their 
own funding for events. It boasts 
more than 2,000 members. Of the 
44 students on the Ohio trip, 10 
were international students, rep-
resenting England, Australia, the 
Netherlands, Germany, France, Ja-
pan and Singapore.

Senior Juliana Amin, the CDs' 
campaign director, said the group 
began planning the trip in July. The 
most tedious aspect was keeping 
track of events and participants to 
follow through with arrangements, 
being that trips are usually coordi-
nated just a month ahead of time.

“I think that young people 
should really be paying attention 
to what’s going on in this coun-
try, and appreciate the work this 
President has done, and should be 
trying to re-elect him so that we 
can keep moving forward,” Amin 
said.
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Mitt Romney may be a Mormon, but his support-
ers might wish to indulge on Election Night. 

Using creamy coconut milk as a base, sweeten your 
"Mint Rumney" with mint simple syrup, give it bubbliness 
with carbonated water, cut the richness with a squeeze of 
lime and finally add a conservative amount of rum. White and 
rich, this drink will surely be a hit at your Grand Old Party.                                         

Ingredients: 1 bottle of inexpensive champagne, 1 
lemon & 1 shot of limoncello

Directions:
1. Fill a glass with champagne and add a few lemon 
wedges to it. 

2. After a few minutes, remove the lemon with a 
spoon and have your guests drop in a shot of li-
moncello before chugging. Since the drink will be 
chugged, garnishes would simply get in the way.

by sCOTT fIGaTNEr | Food Columnistpolitical party

by TIaNa pIGfOrD
Hatchet Reporter

College Democrats make pitch for Obama in swing states 

O n  E l e c t i o n  N i g h t ,  t r a n s i t i o n  f r o m  c a m p a i g n  t o  c h a m p a g n e 
t o  h e l p  y o u  c e l e b r a t e  –  o r  m o u r n  –  t h e  r e s u l t s .

time to

GaBrIELLa DEMCZUCK | sENIOr sTaff pHOTOGrapHEr
Top: Olivia Lewis, a study abroad student from London, covers ground with the GW College Democrats in a suburb outside 
Columbus, Ohio. Left: Former Democratic Ohio Gov. Ted Strickland, right, and former Republican Florida Gov. Charlie Crist, left, 
visit the Obama for America office in Hilliard, Ohio. Right: GW College Democrats sleep on a gym floor at a YMCA in a Columbus, 
Ohio, after a 9-hour drive from D.C. Students said they slept for less than seven hours a night on the campaign trail.

GaBrIELLa DEMCZUCK | sENIOr sTaff pHOTOGrapHEr
Lelf to right: Political chatter filled the room at Mitt Romney's state headquarters in Fairfax, Va. as GW College Republicans made calls to potential voters; Senior Amanda Galonek, an intern for the Romney campaign, stands at the 
entrance of the Virginia State Headquarters, which buzzes with volunteers as the election nears; each student phonebanker spends hours on the phone, slowly crossing names off their down calling lists of Virginia residents. 

 Assembling the cocktail:
1/3 cup coconut milk
1 shot light rum
2 shots carbonated water
1 lime wedge

2. Spoon three tablespoons 
of the mint simple syrup into 
a glass. 
3. Add the coconut milk, the 
rum, the carbonated water 
and the juice of a lime wedge
4. Stir vigorously and garnish 
with a mint sprig.

Simple syrup ingredients: 
2 parts water, 1 part sugar & 
a handful of mint sprigs

Directions:
1. In a medium-size 
saucepan over medium-
high heat, dissolve the 
sugar in the water with 
the mint sprigs. When 
the syrup becomes 
greenish, remove from 
heat and chill. 

Consult your cabinet. If you have champagne 
and limoncello, you’ve got what it takes to add some 
hope and change to your Election Night cocktail. 

Simply drop a shot of limoncello into a glass of 
lemon-infused champagne if you want to be liberal 
with your libation. 

No Democratic election party is complete with-
out the O-bomb-a, a drink that is delicate and re-
freshing whether you chug or sip.

Republicans broaden canvassing efforts beyond White House 

Mint RumneyO-bomb-a

JOrDaN EMONT | pHOTO EDITOr
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The GW College Republicans 
are expanding their campaign ef-
forts since 2008 to push for their 
candidates in crucial congressional 
races along with the race for the 
White House. 

The CR's largest campaign trip 
this year will revolve around Sen. 
Scott Brown, R-Mass., who is run-
ning against Democrat Elizabeth 
Warren in the nation's priciest 
congressional race this election 
cycle. The group, organized by 
the D.C. Federation of College 
Republicans, will head to Scott 
Brown's campaign headquarters 
in Boston early this week for a 72-
hour campaign push leading up 

to Election Day. 
The group has also hosted 

events at the Republican Senato-
rial Committee to phone bank for 
Brown, who holds former Sen. Ted 
Kennedy's seat.

Students have also phone 
banked weekly for Romney from 
his Virginia state headquarters, 

joined by local high school and 
college students. Like the College 
Democrats, the CRs, do weekly 
weekend trips to Virginia, phone 
banking and knocking on doors.

Freshman Cale Clingenpeel 
from Anchorage, Alaska has taken 
part in Republican campaign events 
throughout the fall, pushing hard 

for Romney to win the presidency.
“We’re the future. We offer 

some fresh ideas that others don’t 
really see, and we offer a new per-
spective,” Clingenpeel said. “We’re 
doing a good job of getting ener-
gized, getting motivated and get-
ting active.”

A dozen CRs also canvassed 

in Pennsylvania earlier last month 
to target undecided voters, a trip 
that also included students from 
Georgetown University. 

Junior John Burke, political 
affairs director for the CRs, said 
he thinks Romney, understand-
ing the desires of recent college 
graduates, can create the jobs that 
Americans need.

“Under this economy, a lot of 
students are ending up having to go 
back to their parents’ house, or they 
just have to be unemployed, and 
that’s really just not the dream that 
college students have when they get 
out of college and they’re ready to 
take on the world,” said Burke.

*Editor's note: The College Re-
publicans declined to provide access to 
their campaign trips.

Under this economy, a lot of students are ending up having to go back to their 
parents' house, or they just have to be unemployed, and that's really just 

not the dream that college students have.

John Burke
Political Affairs Director

College Republicans

by TIaNa pIGfOrD
Hatchet Reporter

A nominee for the GOP
With a Texas primary win, 
Romney completed his 
steamroll through Republi-
can candidates and clinched 
the Republican nomination.

  May 9, 2012                                                                                       May 29, 2012                                June 28, 2012                                                                   July 26, 2012

Affordable Care Act upheld  
Obama got a political lift when 
John Roberts, the conservative 
chief justice, voted to keep the 
president’s signature legisla-
tive achievement intact. 

Romney’s Olympic flub 
The London mayor and 
British prime minister 
took issue with Rom-
ney’s criticism of Olym-
pic operations. 

Obama comes out in support of 
gay marriage 
“I’ve just concluded that for me per-
sonally it is important for me to go 
ahead and affirm that I think same 
sex couples should be able to get 
married,"Obama said. 

- ON THE TRAIL -
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POLITICALLY ACTIVE COLONIALSTA K I N G  T H E  E L E C T I O N
I N T O  T H E I R  O W N  H A N D S

YEAR: Sophomore
MAJOR: Political Science
HOMETOWN: Port Jefferson, N.Y.
POSITION: Research intern at the 
National Republican Congressional 
Committee’s political action commit-
tee
FAVORITE DEBATE MOMENT: Mitt 
Romney’s mention of Big Bird, be-
cause I love those off-kilter moments 
where you can see their personality 
coming through
BEST PART OF JOB: Fact-checking 
candidates on their voting records

Before the GOP’s largest 
funding arm airs its politi-
cal advertisements, a research 
team that includes sophomore 
Peyton Zere is charged with 
fact-checking the claims.

Zere, a research assistant 
for the National Republican 
Congressional Committee’s 
political action committee, has 
helped create TV and radio 

ads for GOP 
members na-
tionwide in a 
presidential 
election in 
which spending 
has reached unprecedented 
levels.  

Despite PACs' reputation 
for having unlimited cashflow 
and highly charged advertis-
ing, Zere said all ad content is 
under strict regulations.

“I do a lot of research to 
make sure they frame what 
they want to say to make it ef-
fective but also accurate,” Zere 
said. “Although they can frame 
it to favor their candidate over 
the other, it is factual data.”

Over the last few months, 
he has tracked voting records 
and researched the voting re-
cords of congressional candi-
dates to use in advertisements.

He said watching how the 
campaign works, and particu-
larly tracking the money spent 
in the nation’s closest races 
“from the inside,” has been ex-
hilarating.

Before his internship, Zere 
said he thought being a political 
science major meant running 
for office or becoming a profes-
sor. He said it has solidified his 
interest in the field of politics 
outside governing or teaching.

“The classroom only takes 
you so far,” Zere said. “To 
know the history and how gov-
ernment functions is very im-
portant, but to see it in real time 
and see what options there are 
career-wise is the most impor-
tant part to me.”

–Chloe Sorvino

aLbErT LIU | STaff PHOTOGraPHEr

YEAR: Freshman
MAJOR: Undecided
HOMETOWN: Scarsdale, N.Y.
POSITION: Intern at Marylanders 
for Marriage Equality
FAVORITE DEBATE MOMENT: I 
liked when they were sparring over 
Romney’s tax plan during the first 
debate. Economists have shown 
that the plan is impossible. You can’t 
cut taxes for the rich and spend more 
money while keeping taxes the same 
for the middle class.
BEST PART OF JOB: I spoke 
with a woman who said she was 
so inspired to see young adults 
working and campaigning for 
what she believed to be an in-
credibly important issue. She was 
so thrilled, happy and inspired to 
speak to me and see students so 
involved in an issue she thought 
was so important.

When stu-
dents flood 
Gelman Li-
brary to catch 
up on school-
work, fresh-
man Eric Wolfert hits the 
pavement, hopping  on the 
Metro to Maryland to per-
suade voters to support 
the state’s referendum on 
same-sex marriage.

As an intern for Mary-
landers for Marriage Equal-
ity, Wolfert canvasses com-
munities like Silver Springs, 
Md. and Glenmont, Md. to 
collect support for ballot 
question 6, which could 
pave the way for Maryland 
to become the seventh state 
to recognize same-sex mar-
riage. He added that the 
initiative has “a really good 
shot” in the state.

During the week, in 
between classes, Wolfert 
props open the Maryland 
phone book and makes 
dozens of phone calls to 
prospective voters.

Wolfert said his favor-
ite part of the job is hearing 
strangers’ stories, which 
motivates him to keep 
knocking on doors.

“It’s really inspiring. 
These are people I will never 
see again, but it’s really some-
thing to meet people who be-
lieve we can win this battle,” 
Wolfert said. “It feels good to 
be working on something that 
means so much to so many 
people,” Wolfert said.

–Chris Hebdon
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jOrDaN EmONT | PHOTO EDITOr

YEAR: Freshman
MAJOR: Political science
HOMETOWN: Vero Beach, Fla.
POSITION: Director of political affairs 
for GW for Romney
FAVORITE DEBATE MOMENT: 
When Mitt Romney called the na-
tion’s spending “frankly not moral” 
because we can’t continue on this 
path of spending without putting an 
end to it somehow
BEST PART OF JOB: Going door-to-
door and seeing how this economy 
has affected so many people who are 
looking forward to a brighter future

Amanda Robbins knows 
that as a campus conservative, 
she is in the minority.

She said being forced to 
defend her views to her liberal 
peers has forced her to become 
“really solid” in her beliefs.

“It’s really interesting, 
but I kind of like it, because 

in a sense, it 
makes me dif-
ferent from 
anyone else,” 
Robbins said.

Emot ions 
have run high on campus this 
election season, she said. Rob-
bins said she noticed that post-
ers she put up to promote the 
conservative documentary 
“2016: Obama's America” were 
torn down. She said the inci-
dent demonstrated students' 
lack of respect for opposing 
political views.

“There’s kind of a double 
standard, because I don’t go 
ripping down an Obama post-
er,” Robbins said.

Still, Robbins said she typ-
ically enjoys being challenged 
while debating other students 
in her politics and values liv-
ing and learning community.

She entered the campus 
political sphere as soon as she 
arrived on campus, earning 
a position as political affairs 
director for GW for Romney. 
Robbins also serves as a fresh-
man representative for GW's 
chapter of the right-learning 
Young America’s Foundation.

She said her ties to the Re-
publican party lie within her 
Christian faith.

“As a Christian, I’m more 
drawn to the Republican party, 
being pro-life, believing in the 
sanctity of life and also the 
whole economics of it. I be-
lieve small government works 
better for the private sector,” 
Robbins said.

–allison Kowalski

aLbErT LIU | STaff PHOTOGraPHEr
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YEAR: Senior
MAJOR: Political science, minor in 
economics
HOMETOWN: Severna Park, Md.
POSITION: Organizing fellow at 
Obama for America Virginia
FAVORITE DEBATE MOMENT: 
“Horses and bayonets... [Romney] 
just doesn’t really seem to have a 
full grasp of what it means to run a 
modern military.”
BEST PART OF JOB: Meeting Presi-
dent Barack Obama and shaking his 
hand at a rally in Woodbridge, Va.

When Spencer Dixon’s 
mom struggled with health 
problems, he said he saw the 
need for health care reform 
firsthand.

As a volunteer for Presi-
dent Barack Obama’s reelec-
tion campaign, Dixon shares 
his family’s experience with 
hundreds of voters over the 

phone. 
B e s i d e s 

the Affordable 
Care Act, he 
said he also 
talks up stu-
dent loan and education re-
form that has taken place over 
the last four years – issues he 
hopes will encourage people 
to think long-term about the 
direction of the U.S.

“All that, it’s at stake,” 
Dixon, who is also president of 
the College Democrats, said.

During rounds of evening 
calls to households across 
the country, Dixon said he 
stresses the candidate’s dif-
ferent philosophies, par-
ticularly about fiscal policy, 
because the debates have al-
ready drawn stark contrasts 
between both candidates’ 
political personalities.

The hundreds of calls gave 
him fresh perspectives, he said, 
adding that realizing the vast 
differences helped him bring 
people together for his cause.

“I really get to have the 
opportunity to bridge those, 
and have a common cause 
and belief in reelecting the 
president.”

Dixon has worked on 
a handful of smaller-scale 
campaigns with the CDs. 
This will be the first presi-
dential race he votes in, and 
he called his decision to help 
Obama a “no brainer." He 
has also worked on a handful 
of smaller-scale campaigns 
with the CDs.

–Sarah margolis

jOrDaN EmONT | PHOTO EDITOr

Several students sacrificed 
a semester of classes, gave up 
graduating with their friends 
and, in many cases, worked 
17-plus-hour days to propel 
their candidates' sprint to the 
campaign finish line.

Just two months after join-
ing the Obama for America re-
election campaign, sophomore 
Miles Selib was charged with 
overseeing voter registration 
and absentee ballot drives in 
13 Iowan counties.

After an intense summer, 
which included a visit from 
President Barack Obama on 

his second day of volunteer-
ing, Selib decided to stay to 
stay on the campaign trail in 
Iowa throughout the fall. 

“I would never sacrifice 
or regret this experience for 
a little extra time in college,” 
the political communications 
major said about his time off, 
stressing the importance of the 

battle ground state. “It’s crazy 
that six electoral votes can real-
ly make a difference, but Iowa, 
election after election, has been 
the deciding factor.”

The Vermont native said 
his job seemed lonely and de-
manding at times. He often 
worked long hours on little 
sleep, compiling information 
and setting up voter registra-
tion drives by himself. 

But ultimately, he said 
the experience outweighs the 
drawbacks. Selib met Vice 
President Joe Biden in Septem-
ber, riding 85 miles in the vice 
presidential motorcade from 
Des Moines County to the 
campaign office in the city of 
Ottumwa, Iowa, where Selib’s 
Sigma Chi fraternity brother 
Nathan Felton worked this 
semester. Felton, a junior, also 
met the vice president.

“I was so flustered that 
I was making these terrible 
jokes, and I almost called him 
Bob,” Felton, an organization-
al finances major, said.

The Indiana native de-
cided to move to Iowa about 
a week after he was invited to 
join the Obama team.

Like Selib, Felton worked 
as a field organizer and often 
campaigned from 8 to 1 a.m. 
seven days a week, overseeing 
the area’s democratic activists 
who registered voters and or-
ganized absentee ballots.  

“To work in a battleground 
state especially is, one, a big 
honor and, two, a huge respon-
sibility. It’s a really intense job,” 
Felton said. “Nothing I did 
could have prepared me for just 
how grueling the work is.”

An Illinois native, Court-
ney Corbisiero joined the 
Obama team a year and a half 
ago in May 2011. She coordi-
nated the state campaign’s 
blog and its Facebook and 
Twitter pages while taking 
courses at GW last fall.

“The things I was learn-
ing in class were things I was 
actually doing for the cam-
paign, and I couldn't pass up 

an opportunity to dedicate 
the next year of my life to 
what I was learning – full-
time,” Corbisiero said about 
a media and politics class in 
an email.  “It's amazing to be 
here, in the trenches, where 
I get to see organizing at its 
finest first-hand."

In December 2011, the 
junior moved to Chicago to 
work full-time at Obama’s 
campaign headquarters. One 
week into her internship, she 
shook the president's hand.

The political science ma-
jor relocated to Columbus, 
Ohio in July to organize digi-
tal campaign efforts and plans 
to return to GW in January to 
graduate sometime in 2013.  

While some students took 
off entire semesters to cam-
paign, one student sacrificed 
his weekends this fall to fly to 
New England and throw his 
support behind Romney.

Senior Christopher Oman, 
an Iowa native, stayed at GW 
and traveled to Boston every 
weekend to monitor Rom-
ney’s press events, fact-check 
speeches and research infor-
mation about Obama.

“We dig up some dirt on 
them that we can use in TV 
ads, radio ads or that Gov-
ernor Romney can use in the 
debates,” Oman said. “If they 
say something stupid, you got 
to hammer them on it.”

by brIaNNa GUrCIULLO
Hatchet Staff Writer

YEAR: Sophomore
MAJORS: Political science and 
political communication
HOMETOWN: New York City
POSITION: Communications 
intern at the Human Rights Cam-
paign
FAVORITE DEBATE MOMENT: 
When debate moderator Candy 
Crowley fact-checked Mitt Romney 
about the president’s response to 
Libya and we had Republicans 
complaining that a journalist re-
ported the truth
BEST PART OF JOB: Grabbing 
coffee and chatting with the Hu-
man Rights Campaign president 
Chad Griffin. It was absolutely sur-
real to be that close to someone 
so powerful and amazing.

After President Barack 
Obama declared his sup-
port of same-sex marriage 

this summer, 
s o p h o m o r e 
Nick Gumas 
said he want-
ed to keep the 
issue in the 
election spotlight.

Gumas has spent the 
fall interning at the Hu-
man Rights Campaign, the 
nation’s largest civil rights 
organization dedicated to 
LGBT issues, where he re-
searches and blogs about 
how politics impact LGBT 
populations.

“It puts LGBT issues at 
the forefront of my mind, 
and by doing so, I am con-
tinuing to learn so much 
about the community,” Gu-
mas, who is also president of 
GW’s Allied in Pride, said.

One of the nonprofit’s 
biggest efforts this election 
season has been creating 
scorecards that rank elected 
officials on their votes re-
lated to LGBT equality. Gu-
mas said he has seen several 
senators and representatives 
with high marks tweeting 
their scores to show their 
constituents they care about 
LGBT issues.

Gumas said his progres-
sive political stance also 
focuses on other issues, in-
cluding women’s reproduc-
tive health, environmental 
protection, labor rights and 
economic inequality.

“I want to fix the social 
and economic discrimina-
tion that so many of us con-
tinue to face,” Gumas said.

–amulya Shankar

jOrDaN EmONT | PHOTO EDITOr
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I would never sacrifice or regret this 

experience for a little extra time in college.

miles selib
Sophomore

GabrIELLa DEmCzUK | SENIOr STaff PHOTOGraPHEr
Senior DJ Sigworth took a semester off to become a field organizer for Obama for America in Hilliard, Ohio.

STUDENTS DITCH THE BOOKS 
TO HIT THE TRAIL
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Romney gets a running mate
Paul Ryan, the handsome young 
congressman with a compre-
hensive budget plan, invigorat-
ed conservative and young Mitt 
Romney supporters.

  Aug. 11, 2012                                                            Aug. 19, 2012                                           Aug. 30, 2012                                 Sept. 4, 2012

“Legitimate rape” comment from 
congressman causes uproar
“If it’s a legitimate rape, the female 
body has ways to try to shut that 
whole thing down,” Rep. Todd Akin, 
R-Mo., said. 

Eastwood’s empty chair 
moment 
Barack Obama wasn’t invited 
to the RNC, but that didn’t 
stop actor Clint Eastwood 
from addressing imaginary 
Obama in front of millions.

First Lady speaks at the DNC 
“I have seen firsthand that being 
president doesn’t change who 
you are – it reveals who you are,” 
Michelle Obama said. 

YEAR: Senior
MAJOR: Political communication
HOMETOWN: Blauvelt, N.Y.
POSITION: Executive director of 
the D.C. Federation of College Re-
publicans, president of GW College 
Republicans
FAVORITE DEBATE MOMENT: 
When Mitt Romney said during 
the Denver debate that “Repub-
licans and Democrats do both 
love America.” I do think Obama 
has done some good things, not 
just enough of the right things, 
and Romney showed that he had 
a shot but wasn’t able to get it 
done right.
BEST PART OF JOB: When I walked 
into the Virginia headquarters for the 
first time and saw so many parts of 
the American demographic com-
ing together to get the same person 
elected. That was really profound.

S i n e a d 
Casey said 
when she orga-
nizes campaign 
trips for hun-
dreds of College Republicans 
in the D.C. area, she thinks 
about how they will impact 
each student’s long term in-
volvement in politics.

She said her main concern 
this election is getting students 
out to vote and “being politi-
cally active no matter which 
side you vote for.”

As chair of the D.C. Feder-
ation of College Republicans, 
Casey leads the handful of 
College Republican chapters 
in the District – some of the 
most active in the nation.

“Kids who come to the 
D.C. schools come here be-
cause they want to be stake-
holders in the trajectory of the 
party and active in politics for 
a very long time,” Casey said.

She also leads the GW 
College Republicans, where 
she has taken up the spirit of 
bipartisanship by coordinat-
ing events with the College 
Democrats.  

The groups held de-
bates with members from 
both groups and will hold 
the first joint Election Day 
watch party. 

“They could pack the Mar-
vin Center without us, but by 
sharing a forum to discuss our 
beliefs and why we support 
our candidates, it exemplifies 
bipartisanship and is ben-
eficial to members of the GW 
community,” Casey said.

–allison Kowalski

aLbErT LIU | STaff PHOTOGraPHEr
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Sign of the Whale 
Stay near campus and at-

tend the GW-sponsored Sign 
of the Whale watch party 
starting at 9 p.m. The first 100 
seniors to arrive will receive 
free food and a free drink. 
Mixed drinks and domestic 
beers are $3 all night. 
1825 M St., NW

Ultrabar
Enjoy hors d’oeuvres and 

raise a toast to the end of anoth-
er election season at Ultrabar in 
Penn Quarter. Student tickets 
are just $20 and can be ordered 
in advance at electionnight.org. 
The event will feature an open 
bar from 8 to 11 p.m.
911 F St., NW

Busboys & Poets
Gather at this low-key cafe, 

bookshop and lounge for a 
more laid-back Election Night 
experience. All four locations 
in the D.C. area will stay open 
until the results are called. The 
restaurant's 2008 election watch 
party drew large crowds to its 
U Street location.
1025 5th St., NW

Capitol Lounge
Looking for a true Dis-

trict bar on Election Night? 
Head to Capitol Lounge, 

minutes from the U.S. Capi-
tol building. This Southeast 
D.C. bar will have plenty of 
TVs and beer. 
229 Pennsylvania Ave., SE

National Press Club
Watch the results from 

the building's First Amend-
ment Lounge. Non-members 
can pay $15 to join the event, 
which promises a nonpartisan 
watching environment and 
begins at 6:30 p.m.  
529 14th St., NW

Hill Country Barbecue Market
For the down-home drink-

er. Tune in for the results in the 
upstairs bar, where bartenders 
will serve $2 PBR cans, $5 mar-
garitas and $1 red and blue Jell-
O shots. If you voted and have 
the sticker to prove it, your first 
shot is on the house.
410 7th St., NW

The Mellow Mushroom
Bring a group of friends. If 
you and three others check in 
together on Facebook, you'll 
enjoy a free pitcher of beer. Get 
there by 8 p.m. for a round of 
election-themed trivia, and 
correctly predict outcomes in 
swing states for a chance to win 
$50 off your bar tab.
2436 18th St., NW

PrograM Board
Marvin Center third floor - 7 p.m.

Instead of splintering off into separate parties, 
GW’s political groups will hold a joint Election Night 
watch party.

The co-sponsoring Student Dining Board will 
provide $200 worth of free food in the common 
areas in Marvin’s third floor, and the event will 
feature giveaways and competitive games, like 
foam jousting.

Professors from the Graduate School of Political 
Management will also talk strategy and potential out-
comes of the Electoral College.

When results begin to come in, viewers will di-
vide into separate ballrooms for Democrats, Republi-
cans and a third party for the less politically aligned. 
The event culminates the #OUR50 campaign, hosted 
by the College Republicans, College Democrats and 
Program Board. 

CoLLege deMoCratS
grand Ballroom - 7 p.m.

The CDs will play CNN in the ballroom until 1 
a.m., when polling closes on the West Coast. CDs 
president Spencer Dixon said if votes from swing 
states like Virginia, Florida and Ohio are close, 
"we’ll be up.”

CoLLege rePUBLiCaNS
Continental Ballroom - 7 p.m.

The CRs will play Fox News in the ballroom. 
While some of the organization's most active mem-
bers will be in Boston canvassing for Scott Brown 
and Mitt Romney, many will return to the GW watch 
party for the once-in-four-years opportunity.

Presidential elections are high 
season for John Sides. 

The professor, one of the me-
dia’s go-to political experts to 
debunk conventional campaign 
hype, fielded 25 different media 
requests in the two weeks lead-
ing up to the first presidential de-
bate, making him one of the most 
sought-after voices at GW. The-
MonkeyCage.org, Sides' 5-year-
old blog – where he and contrib-
uting writers turn political memes 
and headlines into graphs, tables 
and analysis to indulge in what he 
calls "nerd fights" –  is more popu-
lar than ever. 

The site drew 117,000 unique 
visitors last month – “a flea on 
the elephant that is the Huffing-
ton Post,” he said, but still a suc-
cess story for a website that made 
Time magazine's 25 Best Blogs list 
last month. 

But even with a tight race with 
rich polls to dig into, he can’t wait 
for this election to end. 

“I’m ready for it to be over. 
I just find it a bit exhausting to 
keep track of the conversation 
that’s gone on,” Sides said.

His frustration – though it’s 
hard to imagine that his even 
demeanor could boil over – 
stems from a mix of the pundits 
he watches on television, along 
with journalists who call him for 
quotes. They want to tell the story 
of a back-and-forth horse race, but 
the evidence isn’t there, he said.

“We’ve only had two real in-
stances of change in this election 

 – after the Democratic National 
Convention and after the first de-
bate. But you have all these news 
stories and tweets and articles say-
ing something’s happening. I get 
frustrated by that, because people 
are just conjuring up stories where 
none really exist,” he said.

His book, “The Gamble: Choice 
and Chance in the 2012 Presiden-
tial Election,” will be available 
online at a real-time pace – un-
precedented in a field that favors 
reflection over immediacy.

That kind of analysis – where 
data trumps gaffes – has been 
popularized by a new generation 
of political scientists like Sides 
and the New York Times’ Nate Sil-
ver, who runs the FiveThirtyEight 
blog and correctly predicted who 

would win in 49 out of 50 states in 
the 2008 election.

Jonathan Bernstein, a political 
scientist who blogs for Salon.com, 
said Sides has been the ring leader 
of a feverish effort to broaden the 
field’s influence in the media.

“Political scientists have done 
a much better job over the last few 
years getting what we know out 
to the general public, especially to 
reporters and TV correspondents 
through the blogs. John has been 
the lead guy,” Bernstein said.

Sides, 38, has stayed devoted 
to teaching, picking up large lec-
ture courses like introduction to 
American politics or Ph.D. class-
es. He won GW’s highest teach-
ing honor – the Bender award 
– two years ago, the same year 

he earned tenure. He blogs in his 
Monroe Hall office, often wearing 
short-sleeve button-down shirts 
and slim-fitting jeans. But he 
doesn’t match his youth and no-
toriety with bombast, and while 
he admittedly sometimes looks 
for a fight with other analysts on 
his blog, in person he’s even-tem-
pered and reflective.

His devotion is to his analysis 
and political science, not to any 
party or candidate. He’s going to 
the polls on election day, he said, 
but he won’t say who he’s voting 
for. When he watched the presiden-
tial debates, he just tracked public 
opinion and media coverage.

The research that goes into his 
blogs and books isn’t glamorous, 
Sides admits.

In his office, which is lined 
with 27 bookshelves holding titles 
from obscure to mainstream – 
“Econometric Analysis” sits two 
shelves above “Boys on the Bus” – 
he stared at row after row of poll-
ing data on his desktop screen. 
The numbers showed how people 
perceived traits of Barack Obama 
and Mitt Romney like honesty, 
leadership and intellect after the 
first debate.

As political polling grows up 

and calculates intimate voting 
habits, Sides still is cautious.

“Anything that uses the word 
Romney or Obama is contaminated 
by people’s preexisting partisan-
ship,” he said. “So whether you’re 
asked about a candidate’s plan on 
Medicare or whether you think 
they’re intelligent or honest, it’s ba-
sically asking, ‘Are you a Democrat 
or Republican or Obama supporter 
or Romney supporter?’ ”

But the orderliness of it all, 
where opinions are tracked on a 
neat line graph instead of a cable 
news freak-out, still comforts him. 
He spends nearly two minutes 
staring at his computer screen, 
just to figure out how to color, 
name and present the graphs on 
his blog to make them look ap-
pealing.

“People who are profes-
sional leftists react in a stron-
ger way than people who aren’t, 
and so I think sometimes when 
you’ll see this whole, ‘Holy shit, 
Obama screwed up,’ you know, 
that’s probably not going to be as 
strongly reflected in the public as 
it was with the commentators,” 
he said. “I want to say something 
no one else has been able to say. 
That’s the goal here.”

ELECTION NIGHT WATCH PARTIES
            ON CAMPUS           OFF CAMPUS

by MARGARET KAHN AND JENNA BERNICK
Hatchet Reporters

Over the past several months, the two presi-
dential candidates have carefully crafted their 
messages to reach the “average American.” So 

why not spend Election Night doing what the average 
American does on a Tuesday? Sit on the couch, watch 
TV and drink. Grab your favorite adult beverage, 
turn on your favorite cable news channel and enjoy 
the Bar Bro’s 2012 Election Night Drinking Game.

BAR
BRO ELECTION NIGHT DRINKING GAME

Two seniors snagged appear-
ances on Fox News and CNBC 
when they launched the bipartisan 
Slam Dunks, Fireworks and Eagles 
Super PAC, which they said could 
pick up the tab for political beer 
summits where politicians could 
draw up solutions to solve the 
country’s fiscal woes.

But after raising more than $1,000 
this summer and fall, Daniel Bassali 
and Winslow Marshall want to turn 
heads toward their more sobering 
message: helping close the country’s 
trillion-dollar budget deficit.

Marshall said the pair was slight-
ly disheartened at the media’s atten-
tion on their boozy gimmick instead 
of “the actual issues at hand” – bring-
ing both political parties to the same 
table to close the deficit.

“While we of course don't mind 
talking about the beer, we want to 
show that this is not just a big stunt 

– we actually have major concerns 
here, and that's what we're trying to 
address,” Bassali added.

The pair has struck out so far in 
booking congressmen for their first 

summit after reaching out to Rep. Em-
manuel Cleavers, D-Mo., Rep. Shelley 
Moore Capito, D-W.V, and others.

But they’re trying to build mo-
mentum with upcoming events. 

They held a collegiate version of 
their beer summit, hosting the Col-
lege Democrats and College Repub-
licans three weeks ago, and are plan-
ning another event for this month.

“We don't think we're going to 
hold an event and suddenly the defi-
cit's going to disappear,” Marshall 
said. “But I do think that when we 
hold this event in November, it's go-
ing to add another level of legitimacy 
to what we're doing.”

Bassali said he’s pleased with 
what the group has accomplished so 
far, building buzz so that politicians 
can eventually get buzzed – and im-
plement economic fixes.

“The whole purpose at first,” 
Bassali said, “was getting money, 
getting donations, reaching out to 
the media so we could broadcast 
our message, and I think we've suc-
cessfully done all of that.”

Their experience has also been 
a lesson in 21st-century politi-
cal fundraising, showing off how 
simple it is to start an independent 
political group. Their efforts piggy-
backed off the awareness brought 
by Comedy Central star Stephen 
Colbert’s Super PAC last year with 
his group “Americans for a Better 
Tomorrow, Tomorrow.” 

Super PACs can raise unlimited 
funds from corporations, groups and 
individuals and then spend it toward 
political advocacy without directly 
coordinating with campaigns. They 
grew out of the landmark 2010 Su-
preme Court case Citizens United v. 
Federal Election Commission, 

“The average person who's been 
donating $10, $20, $50, those are 
great, that's true support, and we 
love getting that support. We're also 
starting to look at bigger investments 
in the Super PAC from more specific 
individuals,” Bassali said.

For student-run Super PAC, time to sober up

Political scientist tells election story, one blog post at a time

BECKy CROwDER | sENIOR sTAff PHOTOGRAPHER
Seniors Daniel Bassali and Winslow Marshall earned cable news fame when they launched the Slam Dunks, Fireworks and Eagles Super 
PAC this summer. Now, they want to follow through on their promises to help close the national deficit through bipartisan beer summits.

by CORy wEINBERG
Campus News Editor

by wILL EMMONs
Hatchet Reporter

I'm ready for it to be over. I just find it a bit 
exhausting to keep track of the conversation 

that's gone on.

john sides
Associate Professor of Political Science

JORDAN EMONT | PHOTO EDITOR
Associate professor of political science John Sides blogs for TheMonkeyCage.org, a website 
he started five years ago to help infuse political science into political media hype.

Sept. 11, 2012                          Sept. 17, 2012                                                                                oct. 3, 2012                                 oct 16 & 23, 2012

Obama pushed back af-
ter Libya attack
Republicans say the pres-
ident misled Americans 
with his response to the 
attack on the American 
consulate in Benghazi.

'47 percent' video causes firestorm
"There are 47 percent of the people who will vote 
for the president no matter waht. All right, there are 
47 percent who are with him, who are dependent 
on government, who believe that they are victims, 
who believe the government  has a responsibility 
to care for them," Mitt Romney said. 

Obama flat-footed, 
Romney on his game
Romney jumped in the polls 
after his debate performance 
that came out hard against 
Obama (and Big Bird).

Memes, not policy, 
mark debates
From Romney's "binders full of 
women" comment to Obama's 
"horses and bayonets" retort, the 
last two debates were remem-
bered for memes. 

''

''

We don't think we're 
going to hold an event 

and suddenly the deficit's 
going to disappear.

WinsloW marshall
Co-Founder

Slam Dunks, Fireworks and 
Eagles Super PAC

uDrink if someone manipu-
lates a giant touch-screen map.

uDrink if you see a hologram. 
Drink again if someone is talk-
ing to it.

uDrink for any sighting of a 
panel of undecided voters.

uAny time there is a split 
screen, drink for as many 
seconds as there are pundits 
onscreen.

uDrink when the anchor 
awkwardly stalls for time. I’m 
looking at you, Wolf Blitzer.

uDrink any time an election in 
your home state comes up on 
the crawl.

uDrink any time an election is 
“still too close to call.”

uDrink for any election result 
where a candidate gets more 
than 70 percent of the vote.

uDrink any time “exit polls 
are showing” something.

uDrink when an anchor or 
pundit is visibly bummed out 
about election results.

uTake your friend’s drink if he 
or she is visibly bummed out 
about election results.

uFinish your drink when results 
are official in your home state.

uFinish your drink when one 
of the presidential candidates 
wins Ohio. It’s the only state 
that really counts.

uFinish your drink if someone 
you voted for wins.

uFinish your drink and take a 
shot if your candidate loses. It’s 
going to be a long four years.

As always, the Bar Bro urges 
you to drink responsibly. Don't 
be classless. Just low-class.



Sports
Elizabeth Traynor
Sports Editor
etraynor@gwhatchet.com

NumbEr 
cruNch 16 The number of rebounds men's 

basketball senior forward Isaiah Armwood 
pulled down during Saturday's game.
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You’ll be forgiven if, look-
ing at the stat sheet, you’re not 
sure Isaiah Armwood actually 
took any time off at all.

The Villanova transfer 
returned to the court after a 
year off Saturday afternoon 
and transformed into the driv-
ing force behind GW’s 72-46 
victory over NCAA Divi-
sion III Catholic in an exhibi-
tion game – pulling down 16 
boards, adding seven points, 
two blocks and three steals.

To put it simply, Arm-
wood enjoyed his return to 
the hardwood.

“I felt like I was a fresh-
man again,” Armwood said. 
“It really felt good to get the 
first game out of the way 
and look forward to the rest 
of the season.”

Armwood was the key 
piece of a GW defense that 
oftentimes left Catholic sty-
mied, running down the clock 
as it desperately sought an 
open look. An imposing pres-
ence in the paint, Armwood 
threw his whole body into 
maintaining a physical pres-
ence in the paint, and gath-
ered 16 boards on the game, 
11 of which were defensive.

It would have been the 
most rebounds recorded by a 
single Colonial since February 
2009 – except that the contest 
was technically just an exhibi-
tion match.

“Rebounding is some-
thing that [head coach Mike] 
Lonergan emphasizes a lot. 
He emphasizes it every day 
in practice,” Armwood said. 
“He’s demanding about it, 
so I have to go out there and 
do it.”

The Cardinals shot just 
30.2 percent on the game. And 
Catholic had only 10 assists, 
proof the team was struggling 
to run its offense.

Still, Lonergan wasn’t 
satisfied with his team’s de-
fense. GW’s rebound margin, 
45 to Catholic’s 33, wasn’t as 
big as the coach would have 

liked, and he saw his players 
get pushed around by small-
er Cardinals on a few pos-
sessions and fail to box out 
on others. For a young team 
like the Colonials, Lonergan 
added, the physicality of the 
defense needs to be ramped 
up even more.

“I give them credit. 
[Against] some of our tough-
er guys, Catholic U came out 
and played physical,” Loner-
gan said. “Physical at point 
guard and other positions, 
and it really took a couple of 
guys out of the game, and we 
got into some foul trouble on 

different things.”
The main foul trouble 

came for freshman guard Joe 
McDonald, who started the 
game but fouled out midway 
through the second with a stat 
line that included six assists.

Still, Lonergan said, 
McDonald will be GW’s 
starting point guard mov-
ing forward, calling Satur-
day’s play an anomaly that 
doesn’t represent the fresh-
man’s true potential.

“Not judged by today, Joe 
has been our best point guard 
by far, in the preseason and 
trip to Italy. He just had an off 

day, the foul trouble, every-
thing – he got rattled. That’s 
not indicative of his talent,” 
Lonergan said. “He’s got a 
week to get back, put this out 
of his mind, I hope.”

With McDonald at the 
point, GW took the lead at the 
18:38 mark of the first half off 
of a dunk from sophomore 
forward John Kopriva. From 
there, GW never looked back, 
maintaining a comfortable 
margin over the Cardinals 
throughout most of play. The 
Colonials shot 46.6 percent on 
the game, making 40 percent 
of their shots from long range.

The offense relied heav-
ily on gritty play, scoring 40 
points in the paint, many of 
GW’s tallies coming from 
high-low post maneuvers that 
often saw Armwood team up 
with senior forward Dwayne 
Smith, or Kopriva, to get turn-
around buckets and easy lay-
ins. Smith finished the game 
with a team-high 14 points, 
adding two boards and two 
steals, and Kopriva netted 11 
points and five rebounds.

“We’re not a very good 
shooting team. We work on it 
all the time,” Lonergan said. 
“We are an average to poor 

shooting team, and if you’re 
not a good shooting team, you 
have to get the ball inside and 
establish an inside game, and 
go inside-out.”

Senior guard Lasan Kro-
mah added 12 points on the 
night, pulling down three 
rebounds, dishing out two as-
sists and adding three steals. 
And freshman forward Patri-
cio Garino became the fourth 
Colonial to enter double 
digits, adding 10 points, five 
boards and four assists. A lot 
of the team’s success came 
from its focus on inside-out 
play, Kromah said, and com-
munication on the court.

Overall, the team 
seemed to relax more in 
the second, after turnovers 
and allowing Catholic to, 
at times, control the pace of 
the first half kept GW from 
decisively pulling away.

“We’ve had a couple guys 
that have been great in prac-
tice, been very consistent, that 
didn’t have good days to-
day, and really caught me off 
guard,” Lonergan said. “I’m 
sure they’ll bounce back, may-
be it’s first game jitters.”

And in a pattern that’s 
become familiar to those who 
watch the head coach’s ap-
proach, Lonergan walked 
away from a decisive win 
with a long list of things his 
team needs to build upon.

He hopes reinforcements 
will come soon in the form of 
senior forward David Pellom 
and freshman forward Kevin 
Larsen. Pellom, who’s out af-
ter undergoing wrist surgery 
in the offseason, has been 
practicing with sprints and 
drills, but has yet to return to 
contact play, Lonergan said.

And Larsen, who hurt his 
groin in a preseason practice, 
returned to the court today, 
but hurt his right ankle, leav-
ing his status up to the team’s 
trainers, the head coach said.

“I’d love to get [Pel-
lom] back and get Kevin 
healthy,” Lonergan said. “I 
think we’d be a much im-
proved inside team.” u

With no spot in the A-10 
tournament to play for Satur-
day, GW could only hope to 
end a grueling season by win-
ning a small confidence boost.

After dropping three 
straight conference games, 
most recently at the hands of 
No. 20 St. Louis, the Colonials 
(5-13-0) traveled to North 
Carolina this weekend for a 
showdown with yet another 
top-25 team in No. 21 Char-
lotte. All too typical of their 
2012 play though, GW con-
ceded both an early goal and 
a late one while failing to gar-
ner enough offensive mojo to 
close the 2-1 deficit. 

Despite the disappoint-
ing loss, head coach Craig 
Jones did not question the 
amount of effort his players 
put forward. 

“To be honest with you, 
I’m very proud of their per-
formance. We showed a lot of 
fight, a lot of courage, and we 
worked probably the hardest 
we’ve worked in a game this 
season,” Jones said. 

A Colonials foul in the fifth 
minute allowed the 49ers to 
set up for a free kick, on which 
they ultimately converted with 
a goal before GW had a chance 
to clear. It was the type of early 
blow that can stifle a team’s te-
nacity, the same type of early 
blow that the Colonials have 
become all too familiar with 
this season.

In his last game as a Co-
lonial, senior captain Seth Ru-
dolph answered the call with 

a successful penalty kick in 
the 19th minute. Ultimately 
though, Rudolph’s seventh 
goal of the season would be 
overshadowed by a heart-
breaking score by Charlotte 
with just under six minutes to 
play in regulation. It was yet 
another game for GW where 
a sound effort was voided by 
untimely breakdowns on the 
defensive end. 

Jones knows that while his 
defense needs to improve by 
next season, winning will be 
more about putting together 
90 minutes of solid play. 

“We have to work on our 
individual defending all over 
the field I think. But I thought 
we put some stuff together of-
fensively. We just have to find 
that final product – find the 
back of the net,” Jones said.  

A combination of a young 
roster and nagging injuries is 
perhaps the best explanation 
for the Colonials’ struggles 
this season. The rookies were 
forced to develop in-game 
chemistry with a new group 
essentially every week, mak-
ing it hard for them to get 
comfortable within a consis-
tent unit. 

As Jones noted in his per-
sonal blog, seven of his play-
ers, including a goalkeeper, 
were listed as injured for 
GW’s season-ending bout 
with Charlotte. 

“I’ve never been involved 
in a year at GW where there 
have been so many injuries. 
It’s tough when you can’t play 
a consistent back line or a con-
sistent midfield,” Jones said. 

“We’ve tried to deal with it as 
best as we could but the results 
show it’s tough to do that.”

Looking forward to next 
season, Jones is confident that 
his current freshman class will 
be primed and ready to go af-
ter garnering so much playing 
time this year. The focus in the 
off-season will be on recuper-
ating a hurt and exhausted 
team, as well as seeking re-
cruits that can increase the Co-
lonials’ speed of play. 

"We know what we want 
in terms of our 2013 recruits," 
Jones said. "We’re looking to 
bring some one in that can 
play fast in some of our attack-
ing options.”

In the meantime, Jones has 
another task on his mind: get-
ting a new contract. It’s some-
thing he joked would make a 
great Christmas present as he 
heads into the holiday season, 
since his current contract is 
just a one-year guarantee. 

Jones is confident that 
despite his team’s poor re-
sults compared to last season, 
the program overall has not 
ceased to move forward. 

“I’m a huge fan of what 
the athletic department is 
doing in terms of support-
ing sports. There’s nothing 
guaranteed, but obviously I 
want to get a contract,” Jones 
said. “I think that we’ve made 
some strides in terms of our 
program in general, and in 
terms of academics and com-
munity service. The results 
haven’t gone our way, but we 
knew it wasn’t going to be an 
easy year.” u

by brENNaN murray
Hatchet Staff Writer

by ElizabETh TrayNor
Sports Editor

jordaN EmoNT | PhoTo EdiTor
Left: Senior forward Isaiah Armwood leaps to slam home a basket during Saturday's game. His debut as a Colonial was commanding, 
and he posted 16 boards and seven points on the contest. Right: Senior guard Bryan Bynes, who mainly played shooting guard 
Saturday, maneuvers around a Catholic defender during the game.

mEN's baskETball | gw 72, CatholiC 46

Colonials return to Smith Center for exhibition win

haTchET filE PhoTo
Senior forward Seth Rudolph sprints downfield in a game against Massachusetts earlier this season. 
The Colonials closed the year with a 5-13-0 overall record after dropping their last game to Charlotte.

mEN's soccEr | charloTTE 2, GW 1

GW wraps season with loss
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Harry's Bar, 

a downtown 

American 

Restaurant is 

seeking part 

time servers. 

Must be available 

for evening 

and weekend 

shifts. No prior 

experience 

required. Apply 

in person at 436 

11th Street, NW. 

One block from 

Metro Center.

JOBS

GWorld Merchants &

 every Monday - The GW Hatchet 
Use your GWorld at these locations or cut out the appropriate coupon and save on 

purchases from area businesses.

Super Saver Coupons

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS SPECIAL PROMOTION, CONTACT YOUR 
SALES REP OR CALL (202) 994-7682

DEADLINE FOR MERCHANTS PAGE: Prior Thursday, 4pm

Call NOW!!  - Limited Number of 
Participants -  Call NOW!!

GWorld Merchants
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