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J Street boots third
eatery in a year
by adam silverman
Hatchet Staff Writer

At the downstage,
life is a 'Cabaret'
by karolina ramos Contributing Features Editor

T

urn your head right – not left.
Hands up on beat four – not
three.
Touch his shoulders with your
whole hand – not just your fingers.
A week before the Dec. 6 opening
night of Generic Theatre Company’s
“Cabaret,” the 18 cast members are
packed tightly in a spare room on
the Marvin Center’s second floor.
It’s the third hour of rehearsal for a
highly technical, highly acclaimed
show that is notorious for its vibrant portrayals of sex, booze and
cheap thrills.
And there's at least another hour
of painstaking attention to minutiae.
Every movement counts – a show like
“Cabaret” comes with high expectations. Rehearsals rarely end before
midnight.
“You open in seven days. Your
energy level is at a four out of 10,”
choreographer and Class of 2010
graduate Rick Westerkamp boomed.
“Do something! Have a come-toJesus moment with yourself in the
mirror in the morning!”
“Cabaret” first appeared on
Broadway in 1966, chronicling
the life of young performer Sally
Bowles. Bowles is a staple at Berlin’s
seedy Kit Kat Klub cabaret, where
high-energy dances and jazzy tunes
draw crowds.
See CABARET: Page 8

WHAT: Generic Theatre Company’s “Cabaret”
WHEN: Thurs. Dec. 6 | 8 p.m.
Fri. Dec. 9 | 7 p.m., 10 p.m.
Sat. Dec. 10 | 7 p.m., 10 p.m.
WHERE: “The Kit Kat Klub,” Lisner Downstage
TICKETS: genericpresentscabaret.eventbrite.
com/ or $5 cash only at the door
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J Street's Indian restaurant, Aroma, will close before next semester. It will be replaced
with increased salad and hot bar options, following a student feedback survey.

Security increases at
Rice Hall after attack
by brianna gurciullo
Hatchet Staff Writer
Margaret Rajic | Hatchet photographer

The cast of Generic Theatre Company's 'Cabaret' prepares for
the Dec. 6 opening night of the renowned musical.

Leftover funds spur SA finance reform
by chris hebdon
Hatchet Reporter
About $86,000 of student organizations’ cash, or about 9 percent
of the total budget, went unused
last year, Student Association leaders said this week – pointing toward
the need for a more efficient allocations process.
SA leaders said the pileup of
surplus funds – roughly on par with
past years' despite intensified talks
with campus groups to better utilize SA funding – demonstrates the
need for reform. SA President Ashwin Narla and Executive Vice President Abby Bergren have charged a
committee of six senators and six
students outside the SA to spend
next semester brainstorming ways
to improve budgeting.
The effort comes on the heels of
a referendum last month, in which
students voted to increase the SA
fee and double the organization's
budget to $1.75 million over the next
nine years. Student leaders said the
fee increase was necessary to supplement a budget that sees more
than $3 million of requests each
year from GW's over 400 groups.
Narla said the joint committee
could recommend changes like increasing the student fee at the pace
of inflation or allocating funds dif-

The University will pull the Indian restaurant Aroma out of J Street after fewer than two semesters – marking the third venue swap at the dining
hall in the past six months.
GW’s dining head said Aroma's
sales have fallen short this semester,
and the University plans to replace
it with more of J Street’s signature
pay-by-the-pound salad and side
dish options.
The change comes as a result of a
Student Dining Board survey of more
than 700 students that revealed J Street
fails to attract upperclassmen, with
just 17 percent of sophomores saying
they would stop there if hungry, compared to 58 percent of freshmen.
Freshmen are required to spend
$700 per semester at GW-run dining
halls, a stipulation that also applied
to sophomores until last fall. Director
of Campus Support Services Nancy
Haaga maintained that J Street's overall sales semester were strong, boosted by this fall’s addition of Auntie
Anne’s Pretzels, though she declined
to release sale numbers.
“The feedback we received confirmed what we already knew,” Haaga said.
Chair of the Student Dining Board
Michael Morgan said the survey, the
first of its kind, would become a regular method to gauge student opinion
of the dining hall.
About 30 percent of students who
responded to the survey said they

wanted more traditional American
cuisine options in a hot bar.
Haaga also said the Metro Diner
– which was new to J Street last year
and is now open the most hours out
of any other venue – has also let
down the office this semester. And
after the University switched up
the menu this summer, expanding
self-serve hot bar options and upping its marketing efforts around
campus, it still lags behind Haaga’s
expectations.
J Street's hot bar faces competition
from Whole Foods, which opened last
fall with a popular pay-by-the-pound
bar that offers similar types of food.
To save the cornerstone of J
Street’s overhaul in fall 2011, Haaga
will oversee another reworking of the
diner’s menu over winter break. The
office could scrap the diner’s hot bar,
which was added over the summer
after students complained of long
waits for grill items.
Morgan said his committee will
work to turn the venue into “the
American diner students want to
see on campus.” He said he wants
to add a hallmark item, like a special burger or sauce.
But Morgan said the most important information they received from
the survey was that students can’t get
past J Street’s poor reputation.
“The food that they put out is
very high quality. That has not broken
through to the student population,”
Morgan said. “We’re going to focus on
getting the students to appreciate the
quality of food they see at J Street.” u

ferently depending on the type of
organization.
“Everything is on the table
when we go to these committee
meetings,” Narla said. “The best
way to reflect is to bring in outside
opinion. [The SA’s finances] involve
every student here.”
But SA finance chair Alex Mizenko said he doesn’t see a need for
change in the system despite criti-

cism that the allocations process for
not having enough structure.
“As finance chair, I am going to
defend the system of allocations we
have now,” Mizenko said, adding
that the finance committee would
have to approve any of the group’s
recommendations and hinting at a
potential clash between the senate
See SA: Page 5

The University Police Department has stationed an officer in Rice
Hall, the building that houses top administrators, after a man attacked and
attempted to sexually assault a female
employee there Tuesday.
As University and Metropolitan
police officers investigate the incident, which took place in a thirdfloor restroom late Tuesday, GW’s
top security official advised staffers
to take caution when alone in the
building and consider using a "buddy system" or notifying colleagues
when working late.
The female said she was attacked just after the lights went out
but fought back, causing the suspect
to flee, according to a Safety and Security Alert.
Senior Associate Vice President
for Safety and Security Darrell Darnell said in an email Wednesday
that officers had not learned any
information beyond the alert, but
said his office “is doing all that it
can to determine who committed
this crime” and added that he is
“reviewing the security procedures
in place in Rice Hall to ensure that
we have the highest level of security
possible for this facility.”
All employees and students
should carry a GWorld card and
should escort any visitors, Darnell
said, adding that visitors should "have
a need" to be in the building. Visitors
had not been required to sign in or
show identification when entering
the building, located at 2121 I St, until the incident. The elevators do not
require individuals to tap in before
use, though most offices are behind
locked doors after hours.
The victim said the man was
about 5’7” and wore some sort of

mask or scarf, but she could not describe him further because the room
went dark before she was attacked,
according to the safety alert.
It is unclear which police department is leading the case.
Both UPD and MPD are on the
case, University spokeswoman Michelle Sherrard said. She deferred
questions on the incident to MPD,
including the time the alleged attack
took place.
"The time of the incident would
be included in the MPD report," she
said in an email.
UPD reports are closed to the public. MPD officers at the Second District
station and public information officer
Paul Metcalf said MPD did not have
a record of the incident and directed
questions back to the University.
When asked again about the incident and for the report's identification
number, Sherrard reiterated that questions should be directed to MPD.
Sherrard declined to say whether or not Rice Hall was open at the
time. She did not comment return a
request for comment as to whether
or not UPD had security footage
from that evening or what job title
the victim held.
The incident occurred on the
third floor, which shares space
with the Academic Scheduling Office and the Office of Student Financial Assistance.
Over the past year, UPD has
cracked down on entry access into
several residence halls, including
Ivory Tower and South Hall. Students
are required to provide a GWorld to
enter during nighttime hours and
must check in with security members
if they don’t live in the halls to guard
residences from intruders.
Some academic buildings on
campus require GWorld tap access to
enter after hours. u
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IN Brief

4-RIDE driver injured
following assault
A 4-RIDE driver was hospitalized
Friday night after an individual threw
an unknown object through the driver ’s
side window.
The driver received minor injuries from the incident that took place
around 11:21 p.m., University Police
Department detective Matthew Robinson said.
Shards of glass hit the driver in
the face after the object shattered the
window. The incident occurred at 20th
Street and Pennsylvania Avenue.
No suspects were identified following the assault.

–Aaron Goodtree

MPD nabs man allegedly
involved in multiple thefts
Metropolitan Police officers arrested a man at about 11 a.m. Tuesday
for allegedly breaking into and stealing
from offices in academic buildings.
A staffer in the School of Media
and Public Affairs reported that Maurice Smith was trying to enter “various
locked offices” on the fourth floor, University spokeswoman Michelle Sherrard said.
University Police officers detained
Smith – who was already on probation
for a previous crime – in University
Yard, where Sherrard said he was found
with a staff member ’s credit card, $60
in cash and a gift card taken from an
office in the GW Law School.
UPD Chief Kevin Hay said the unit
has been using surveillance video to
record images of suspected thefts on
campus. He said officers recognized
Smith after he was observed previously stealing from the Smith Center and
Townhouse Row.
Two cases of burglary have been
reported to UPD this academic year,
according to the department’s online
crime log.
There have been 161 thefts – most
of which are electronic devices – on the
Foggy Bottom Campus, mainly occurring in the Marvin Center and Gelman
Library.
Following a reclassification in 2010
by the Federal Bureau of Investigation, in order for a case to be counted
as a burglary, there must be evidence of
forced entry.

–Matthew Kwiecinski
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Jeffrey Sachs, one of the world’s most influential economists, turned up the heat on the Obama administration and international leaders to take action on climate
change Monday at the Elliott School of International Affairs. Sachs is the director of Columbia University’s Earth Institute and a special adviser to the United Nations.

On the web

www.gwhatchet.com

video

video

Go behind the scenes of a performance depicting Berlin’s
wild night life in 1930s.

A local school looks to GW’s theater program as it
develops its own program.

‘Cabaret’

DECEMBEr
Thursday
Conference on Trade
and Internet Freedom

Middle school builds drama program

6

Listen to officials from the State Department, eBay
and Facebook discuss the future of trade policies and
Internet governance, hosted by GW’s Institute for
International Economic Policy.
1957 E Street • 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Friday
‘The Invisible War’

7

Watch the stirring documentary about
sexual assault in the U.S. military,
which premiered at the Sundance Film
Festival. The screening is part of GW’s
‘16 Days Against Gender Violence.’
Marvin Center, Room 403 • 8 p.m.

Sunday

9

Monday

10

Pancakes with the Provost

Conversations on Creative Leadership

Flip flapjacks with GW’s academic
and student life chief Steven
Lerman at his home on the Mount
Vernon Campus.
Mount Vernon Alumnae House
• 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Hear from Baltimore mayor Stephanie
Rawlings-Blake and GW School of Business
Dean Doug Guthrie talk about how local
governments can bring together entrepreneurs
and nonprofits to solve big problems.
Duques Hall, Room 151 • 6 p.m.
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The Dakota to lose
in-room laundry
caused $340,000 of damage,
largely due to water soaking
through lower floors. The inciResidents of The Dakota dent, which inspectors called an
will lose one of their building's accident, displaced 52 students
most coveted features over for more than a week.
winter break – washers and
Residents can use the firstdryers in each room – three floor laundry machines at no
months after a dryer caught cost for the rest of the academic
fire in the hall.
year, but will incur charges
The University will remove starting next fall.
laundry machines from each
But some students said
quad and triple in the sopho- the University should provide
more residence hall starting next more than free laundry for the
week, which University spokes- rest of the year.
woman Michelle Sherrard said
“I am paying a lot more to
was "out of an abundance of live in Dakota, and part of the
caution and to maintain build- reason I am paying that much
ing safety.”
is because we have our own
The Dakota's first-floor washers and dryers,” Emadallaundry room will be expanded din Kassem said.
to six washers and six dryers,
Rooms in The Dakota range
leaving just two other residence from $11,200 to $13,400 for a
halls, South Hall and 1957 E year, a cost Kassem considers
Street, to offer free in-room to include private laundry falaundry service.
cilities. The room also includes
Dakota residents learned dishwashers. Sherrard said the
about the machine removal University will not refund stuWednesday, though some stu- dents for housing costs after it
dents said they had known removes the laundry machines.
earlier, because facilities workSophomore
Jacqueline
ers had already begun prepar- Rose, agrees with Kassem, and
ing to remove the machines in said it would be inconvenient to
their rooms.
go down to the first floor to do
Sherrard said the Univer- laundry.
sity reviewed the hall's washer
“I am paying a lot to live
and dryer system after the Sep- here, so for the University to
tember fire, and “determined remove the washers and dryers
that the building is not config- makes me furious,” Rose said. by chloé sorvino
ured for the optimal operation “I think that the people who Assistant News Editor
of units in individual rooms.”
were responsible for the fire
Student leaders are deThe fire, which broke out should have them removed and
manding that GW prioritize
in a fifth-floor room Sept. 11, not everyone else.” u
locally owned shops when
setting contracts for retailers who will move into the
planned office complex along
Pennsylvania Avenue.
Four locally owned eateries, including Froggy Bottom Pub and Thai Place, will
move off campus or close their
doors for good when the University razes seven properties
in 2014. Student Association
senators said they worry the
new retailers on the first floor
of the complex would resemble upscale chains like those
at The Avenue, and passed
jordan emont | photo editor a bill Monday urging GW to
pick mom-and-pop shops for
In-room washers and dryers will be removed from The Dakota over winter
the new slots.
break following a dryer fire in September that prompted a safety review.
Multiple retail spaces
will open up near I Street in
the next several years at the
Pennsylvania Avenue complex, the Science and Engineering Hall and a $130 million residence hall commonly
called superdorm.
But students say it will be
tough to strike a balance be“It works better for students tween businesses that cater to
by cory weinberg
because
it allows more dining professionals in Foggy BotCampus News Editor
programs, more competition,” tom and students’ desire for
Students will soon be able Leighton, vice president for affordable options.
Senior Associate Vice
to pay with their GWorlds at undergraduate student policy,
food trucks around campus, an said. “There’s already a mar- President for Operations Aliadministrator said Wednesday.
ket for these food trucks, so the cia Knight said the University
Senior Associate Vice Pres- University will get a little bit ex- will begin exploring options
for the Science and Engineerident for Administration Ed tra money too.”
Schonfeld said the move was
GWorld vendors must give ing Hall’s retail space in midin response to a letter submit- a slice of their profits back to 2013. She said GW will match
ted by the Student Association the University, though offi- retailers with the market dethis week.
cials have in the past said the mand, adding the Science and
The University has not yet amount vendors must pay for Engineering Hall’s retail has
decided when food trucks will each GWorld swipe is confi- to be “student and neighborhood-serving” as outlined in
begin accepting GWorlds, and dential information.
Schonfeld said details about the
A few food trucks with the 2007 Campus Plan, which
application process have yet to brick-and-mortar restaurants lays out the next 20 years of
be ironed out.
already accept GWorld, like the University development.
Student Association Vice
"We are in the process of Lebanese food truck Kababji
developing criteria for [food D.C., prompting more trucks to President for Community
Affairs Patrick Kennedy said
trucks’] inclusion in the pro- seek card readers.
gram,” Schonfeld said. “We
In the letter, student lead- locally run businesses like
continually look for ways to add ers had to address concerns Mehran Café and Thai Place
variety and quality to students’ that adding GWorld machines "define the neighborhood.
dining options. We hope that would bring more food trucks "The restaurants must move
food trucks help meet this goal.” to campus, hurting pedestrian out by 2014 but most do not
Steve Nichols, deputy di- safety on H Street as crowds know where they will be rerector of the GWorld card pro- would line the street even more. located yet.
“Those are the kinds of
gram, said administrators ex- Administrators also were conpected the move would cause cerned that food truck trash places that people remember:
the places that are memorable
food trucks to “blow up” in would litter campus.
popularity even more.
“When you’re not in a res- and unique to Foggy Bottom,”
“Once they take the card, taurant, and food trucks aren’t Kennedy said. “If alumni see
they’re going to be pretty suc- contained, trash may spread a bunch of chains popping up
in place of the establishments
cessful,” he said. “We’re antici- more quickly,” Leighton said.
pating they’re going to be really
Leighton said solutions they grew to appreciate as a
popular.”
included working with ad- student, this is a campus they
Most food trucks, which ministrators to add trash cans can’t recognize.”
Kennedy, who was reserve up meals like kabobs, pa- to campus and coordinating
ninis and macaroni and cheese with the Residence Hall Asso- cently elected to the Foggy
along H Street every day, had ciation to make a video about Bottom and West End Advisory Neighborhood Combeen shut out from GWorld, pedestrian safety.
causing many operators to
He added that their pro- mission, said businesses like
grumble that they were losing posals helped clear the hurdles Whole Foods and Circa are
potential student customers that had caused concern about too expensive for the average
student’s budget, and that the
with campus dollars to spend.
the move.
Student Association cabinet
“I’m confident because University needs to subsidize
member Ben Leighton said the there doesn’t seem to be too inexpensive eateries so they
plan received little “pushback” much opposition. Everyone we can survive on campus.
Knight said small, upfrom administrators, who talked to realizes it will benefit
scale businesses can thrive on
called it a win-win situation for students,” Leighton said.
students, food trucks and the
–Chloe Sorvino contributed to campus without GW's help,
University.
this report. pointing to Tonic Restaurant
as an example. After speaking

by anuhya booba
Hatchet Reporter

Students push for mom-and-pop shops

Food trucks get go
ahead for GWorld

top: hatchet file photo. bottom photos: jordan emont | photo editor

The Student Association cast a 22-4 approval vote at their meeting Monday calling for the University to put a bigger
focus on local and affordable businesses like Froggy Bottom Pub when choosing retailers for the Square 75A office
space. Senators said Whole Foods Market and Circa are too expensive for the average student's budget.

to student leaders about their
concerns multiple times over
the past semester, Knight said
she was surprised the bill
came to the floor, but added
that she will keep the conversation going with students.
Students also said nonchain establishments could
help students feel greater ties
to campus after graduating,
fueling a stronger alumni donation rate.

Vice President for Development and Alumni Relations
Michael Morsberger said he
did not think the type of retail
would impact donations.
“There are so many great
things about GW and its campus that keep our alumni engaged and attached, that I’d
be hard-pressed to say that
old or new retail experiences
will deeply affect someone’s
inclination to give,” Mors-

berger said.
Director of Campus Support Services Nancy Haaga,
who oversees GW’s dining,
said the University and students like chains because
their products have reliable
quality and taste.
“That’s the beauty of
brands. It’s done the same
the first, the second, the thousandth time. Clearly, that’s an
advantage,” said Haaga, who
said she would not have a
direct role in choosing GW’s
future retail options.
The Square 75A project,
which has also drawn opposition from neighbors for intensifying traffic and disrupting
local residents, will go before
the city’s zoning commission
in January for a second time
before GW can begin work
on the project. The University
will hire a developer to foot
the bill for the project, similar
to The Avenue.
–Sarah Ferris contributed to
this report

erwise unload the machine
themselves or be forced to
wait for machines to open up.
Director of Campus Support Services Nancy Haaga
said all laundry rooms in residence halls that take GWorld
will offer the laundry tracker,
which will allow students to
reserve machines online.
“These functions make it
possible for students to have
more control and will enhance the overall convenience
of doing their laundry in the

midst of their busy schedules,” Haaga said.
She added that being able
to reserve a machine in advance will “ultimately save
time and frustration by not
hauling dirty laundry to a
busy laundry room.”
The University will begin
advertising the GW Laundry
Tracker later this week, sending informational postcards
to students’ mailboxes, adding posters to laundry rooms
across campus and posting

on the GWorld website. The
system is run by a company
called C-Bord, which is compatible with the University's
GWorld system.
The Student Association has considered creating
a website to track laundry
machines several times in
the last few years, with former Sen. Cory Grever, U-AtLarge, pushed the University
to adopt a similar system, also
used at American University,
called LaundryView. u

"If alumni see a bunch of chains
popping up in place of the
establishments they grew to
appreciate as a student, this is a
campus they can't recognize."
patrick kennedy

Vice President for Community Affairs
Student Association

Laundry tracker service coming to GW
by chloé sorvino
Assistant News Editor

hatchet file photo by alex maher | Hatchet photographer

Food trucks will soon be able to accept GWorld as payment following an
announcement from the University after months of student lobbying.

Students no longer have
to worry that their laundry
will be dumped on the floor
if they take more than five
minutes to empty the washer
or dryer.
The University's new
laundry tracking website will
allow students to keep track
of machines they are running
and get texts from impatient
hallmates who would oth-

Opinions

Patrick Rochelle
Opinions Editor
prochelle@gwhatchet.com

Quotable

H

Justin Peligri
Contributing Editor
jpeligri@gwhatchet.com

"Do something! Have a come-to-Jesus moment with yourself in the mirror in the morning!"
–Rick Westerkamp, choreographer for Generic Theater Company's "Cabaret," on
preparing for opening night.
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GW is showing up
late to the party

T

he biggest news in
higher
education
this year has revolved around massive open online courses,
known as MOOCs.
For those who haven’t
heard, MOOCs allow students from across the world
to take online courses and
watch lectures given by
leading scholars.
These courses have taken off globally. As The New
York Times reported Nov.
19, “The expansion has been
dizzying. Millions of students are now enrolled in
hundreds of online courses."
For months, GW has
debated whether or not to
jump on the bandwagon –
and if so, to what extent.
And Nov. 12, the administration announced that
GW Law School Dean Paul
Schiff Berman would step
down to assume a newlycreated post – vice provost
for online education and
academic innovation. The
University has finally made
up its mind: GW will enter
the fray.
But it shouldn’t.
Lately, an educational
arms race has emerged
among some of the nation’s
leading universities in the
name of democratizing education by providing access
to millions of people around
the world. But GW is already showing up late to
the party. It's unlikely, given
the millions of dollars being
invested in these programs,
that GW can keep up. Already, Harvard University,
the Massachusetts Institute
of Technology and Stanford
University have partnered
with MOOC providers such
as edX, Coursera and Udacity to help establish online
programs at their institutions.
It’s easy to see why
GW wants to get involved
too. With all the hype and
promises of revolutionizing
higher education, the University doesn’t want to be
left behind.
But we need to focus
on our finances and figure
out how to fund and afford
these programs first, rather
than just going along with
the fad to keep up with the
Joneses.
The University is also in
the midst of several large
construction projects, including the Science and Engineering Hall, the School
of Public Health and Health

Y

ou might think it would be a
good thing to be popular. But
right about now, anthropology majors are probably wishing classes in their department weren’t
such hot commodities.
With increasingly competitive registration for anthropology classes, the
department is struggling to accommodate its own majors.
The problem is that upper-level
classes quickly fill up with students
from the Elliott School of International
Affairs looking to satisfy their requirements with anthropology or geography classes.
The University should respond to
the high demand by allowing the department to hire more professors.
Despite the growing need, the
anthropology department has experienced considerable pushback from
the Columbian College of Arts and Sciences’ administration in response to its
plea for more professors.
It’s impossible to just push Elliott
School students out of these classes.
They need to take them to fulfill requirements like conflict and security

Patrick
Rochelle

Opinions Editor
Services and the GW Museum. With all these investments, GW has to be wary
of stretching itself too thin.
The fact is, there is no
clear way for us to profit
from these courses. And
we don’t have the resources that other colleges, like
Harvard, have to invest in
and experiment with them.
GW’s endowment stands at
approximately $1.3 billion,
while Harvard boasts an
endowment upward of $30
billion and MIT's is just over
$10 billion. To put it bluntly,
our endowment is too small
to afford to take risks like
these other universities can.
And if we invest in
MOOCs, there’s no guarantee that there will be any
significant return on the investment down the line.
It’s a concern even University President Steven
Knapp has expressed.
“You have to spend
something to produce these
courses,” Knapp said in an
interview with The Hatchet
Nov. 13. “And if you spend
money producing a MOOC
course that you’re not
spending producing another course, and you don’t get
any revenue in return, that
takes away from something
else you’re doing. ”
Without a steady stream
of revenue coming back to
the University, it’s not clear
how this endeavor would
ever benefit full-time students at GW.
And this model also undermines the personal interactions between teachers
and students. If you think
getting your professor ’s
attention in your introduction to economics course is
difficult, try asking a question when 50,000 other students also have their hands
raised.
Since online teachers
aren't as accessible, educators must ask if online instruction is really worth it
if they can’t ensure that students are benefiting from it.
In the higher education world, MOOCs are in
vogue. But it’s a fad that
GW just can’t afford.
–The writer, a senior
majoring in English, is The
Hatchet’s opinions editor.

A dire need for more professors
Melissa Miller
Writer
and international development. Like
students in every school, they have a
strict curriculum to follow.
But students don’t just enroll in
these classes because they’re requirements. They may take a course and decide they love the subject and choose
to double-major in it.
Just because the number of students in the Elliott School taking anthropology courses is going up doesn’t
mean that the University shouldn’t accommodate CCAS anthropology students. In reality, all students in the major should be treated equally and given
the opportunity to enroll in small, discussion-based courses.
The solution is to increase the
number of sections taught in the department. And that can only happen if
there are more professors.
Having more professors in the anthropology department would also
improve the University’s commitment

to research, since it is a discipline with
extensive field research opportunities.
The department has searched for
ways to prioritize their own majors for
these upper-level anthropology courses, but the only way they’ve managed
to do so has been by increasing class
sizes, which is detrimental when it
comes to facilitating class discussion.
The best classes I’ve taken at GW
have been smaller ones. More full-time
faculty would decrease class sizes and
give students an opportunity to interact more with their professors.
The University added 96 new professors this semester. And the strategic plan, which will be set in stone in
February, proposes to hire another 50
to 100 faculty members in the next few
years.
If the administration is committed
to the strategic plan and improving all
of the academic programs at the University, it is imperative to hire more
professors for departments that need it.
GW shouldn’t forget that popularity is a good thing.
–The writer is a sophomore majoring
in international affairs.

What GW students really think
by Lisa Fischer

Staff Editorial

GW Report Card
At the close of the semester, The Hatchet’s editorial board gives GW a report card. When the University thrives,
so do the people who live, work and study here. But it's clear GW has had a rough semester.

B

Strategic plan

The 10-year strategic plan – the culmination
of months of planning on the part of administrators, faculty and students – outlined goals such as
making GW a more interdisciplinary school and bolstering
research.
But the proposal to have prospective students apply to the
University as a whole, rather than individual schools, drew ire
from some, who said it could deter applicants who have specific career goals in mind when applying. The plan also says
very little about the future of the social sciences and humanities at GW, which is unfortunate since the Columbian College
of Arts and Sciences is the largest undergraduate college at the
University.

sexual assault policy

D+

In its new sexual assault policy released
in mid-September, the University created
a 180-day window during which students
could report sexual assaults. This amount of
time is far less than the District’s statute of limitations of 10 to
15 years, which varies depending on the nature of the crime.
While it is admirable that the University is looking to
make important information about sexual assault more
accessible through the GW mobile app, the policy must
be clearer: Yes, students can choose to remain anonymous
when reporting a sexual assault, but no, it’s unlikely that
students can get far into legal proceedings unless they divulge their identities.

Hatchet
The GW

News Tips
(202) 994-7550
Fax
(202) 994-1309
Website
www.gwhatchet.com
Retail ads
(202) 994-7682
University ads
(202) 994-7080
Classifieds
(202) 994-7079
2140 G St. N.W.
Washington, DC 20052
features@gwhatchet.com
news@gwhatchet.com
opinions@gwhatchet.com
photo@gwhatchet.com
sports@gwhatchet.com

(202)
(202)
(202)
(202)
(202)

994-7550
994-7550
994-7550
994-7550
994-7550

rebranding campaign

f

The University kickstarted the semester
with the unveiling of a new logo – but it fell
short of expectations.
The new face of GW, with its sans serif font
and overtly militant-looking figurehead of George Washington, is not representative of a university that is trying
to establish itself as a premier academic research institution. The flashy slogans featured on gwu.edu and plastered onto the walls of the Foggy Bottom Metro station do
not capture the diverse interests of the student body. And
while students at GW are certainly passionate, it might be
a bit pretentious to suggest that every intelligent thought
on campus can become “a stroke of the president’s pen.”
The University has also repeatedly declined to release
the cost of the rebranding project and new logo, which
looks like something that could've been created in a basic
graphic design class.
And while the new logo was released earlier this
semester, GW has done little to rally the community,
other than holding an unveiling at the beginning of the
semester and renting a mobile studio for individuals to
share their GW stories. University of California schools
released a new brand in November and launched a website to help community members buy into the process,
outlining the system’s vision and thought process. GW,
on the other hand, chose a new brand that demonstrates
its struggle to define itself and stand out among a competitive crowd of universities, rather than clarifying its
vision for the future.
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smoking ban

c

The University is looking to promote healthy
lifestyle choices by prohibiting smoking within 25
feet of buildings and in public spaces on campus.
But it effectively makes it impossible to light up on campus unless you stand in the middle of the street. And given
the amount of foot traffic GW sees every day from individuals
unaffiliated with the University, it will be nearly impossible
to enforce.
A student referendum in the spring found that 66 percent
of voters supported a smoking ban – but less than 20 percent
of the student body actually cast ballots in the first place. Those
numbers are hardly a good indication of student sentiment.
Besides, doesn’t the University Police Department have better
things to do than write violations for on-campus smokers?

audit report: INcomplete
You can’t expect to pass a course if you haven’t even handed in the final paper. Initially, the University made a transparent move by admitting to reporting incorrect data on the percentage of students who graduated in the top 10 percent of
their high school class.
But then the scandal worsened when GW declined to release the audit of admissions data, saying that there were no
records of the investigation because the Board of Trustees only
received an oral report. There is no evidence to back up administrators’ claims that no other data contained errors, or that the
misreporting was done “without malice.” The semester might
be over, but GW still has some work to do.
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CRIME LOG
Simple Assault
11/10/12 – 11:50 p.m.
Thurston Hall
Case closed

A male student reported
being assaulted by his
roommate.

-Referred for disciplinary
action

Destruction
/ Liquor Law
Violation
11/30/12 – 2:28 a.m.
2200 block of H Street
Case closed

University Police officers
responded to reports that
a male student vomited
in a 4-RIDE vehicle. The
subject was later found in
Fulbright Hall.

-Referred for disciplinary
action

Destruction/Simple
Assault/
Unlawful Entry
12/01/12 – 1:30 a.m.
Thurston Hall
Case closed

A UPD officer entering
Thurston Hall recognized
a male subject who had
previously been barred.
The subject claimed he
was walking his girlfriend
into the hall, but officers
saw that he had been
signed into Thurston
several hours earlier.

-Subject arrested

Sexual Abuse
12/02/12 – 12:01 to 7
a.m.
Off campus
Case closed
A female student
reported being sexually
assaulted off campus
by an unaffiliated male
subject but did not press
charges.
-Off campus incident

Simple Assault/
Threats
12/03/12 – 3 to 4:20 a.m.
Crawford Hall
Case closed
A male student reported

that a female student
threatened and then
assaulted him, but
declined to press charges.

-Referred for disciplinary
action
-Compiled by Aaron
Goodtree
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Nursing school looks to expand online programs
by juliana tamayo
Hatchet Reporter
Since Danielle Melican
started working the night shift
at a New Jersey hospital, she
has tried to squeeze in her GW
School of Nursing class work
between seeing patients at 2
a.m.
Melican, 38, became one
of only three students piloting
the nursing school’s online accelerated master’s program,
which GW’s newest school
wants to grow to bring in
more students and polish the
school's appeal outside D.C.
“I’ve really been able to
tailor the program to my lifestyle, which is very chaotic,”
said Melican, who has five
children and added that the
$575 she will pay per credit was cheaper than other
schools she eyed.
The nursing school, only
founded in 2010, is trying to
separate itself from its competition partly through a pro-

gram that allows students to
save time in pursuing a master’s of nursing degree by
bridging it with an associate
degree. The program also responds to a shortage in primary care providers, a problem
that’s become especially rash
in rural and poor towns.
The program, called the
ADN-BSN/MSN
Nursing
Advancement, started as a pilot program this year and will
start recruiting applicants for
an expansion next month for
aspiring midwives or nurse
practitioners.
A 2010 Institute of Medicine report called on nurses to
earn advanced degrees so they
could help a medical shortage
by seeing patients as nurse
practitioners.
Stephanie Wright, interim
senior associate dean for academic affairs, said the growing school is trying to prepare
for an influx of students.
“We’re actually worried
about the numbers we might

get. We might get a lot, and so
we’re trying to gear ourselves
on how to manage that, but we
don’t know what’s the truth,”
she said.
The combination makes a
big difference for nurses trying to help their careers, particularly in rural areas, associate nursing professor Mayri
Leslie said. And the online
program helps the school attract students otherwise uninterested in a GW degree by allowing them to watch lectures
online.
Students work from their
homes and only come to GW
three times during the program: once for orientation,
once for pre-clinical testing
and then for a final testing and
graduation. Through a partnership with GW, credits that
students earn toward their
associate degree at community colleges can be applied
to a University program once
they’ve completed requirements.

Know
code?
Do Node.js, Symfony, WordPress,
Clojure, Ruby on Rails, EC2 or S3
sound familiar? If your answer is
yes, then email web@gwhatchet.
com for more information on
how to prepare The Hatchet for
the fast-paced and transforming
world of Web.

Most nurses in these areas
have a two-year associate degree but it would take them
six years to get their master's.
Melican said the program
still needs some improvements and should be using
more social media for the
students performing medical
training from a distance.
“You’re sort of isolated at
times, and if we were able to
talk essentially more freely to
one another, it would really
help the program and get rid
of the sense of isolation,” she
said.
The nursing school, which
houses its 116-student bachelor’s program on the Virginia
Science and Technology Campus, could also forge partnerships with other rural Virginia
community colleges next year
to help students combine
work on lower degrees with
advanced degrees in the program. It started a partnership in
March with a community college in Alleghany County, Va.

The program also leans
on one of the nursing school’s
strengths: its online reputation. Administrators touted
its No. 1 rank in faculty credentials and training from
U.S. News & World Report’s
inaugural rankings of online
graduate programs this year.
The school has kept growing overall, with a 100-student
jump in graduate enrollment
two years ago, a program that
is almost entirely online. Undergraduate enrollment, filled
with students who typically
live off campus and in Virginia, also inched up this year
after doubling two years ago.
“Our goal at the beginning was to offer a high-quality online experience for the
students. So we have worked
very hard at making that happen, because online education
sometime gets a bad rap, because there are a lot of people
who do it and don’t do it well,”
Wright said. “We knew that it
could be done well.” u

SA

although other members of the
finance committee will.
The finance committee will
use the additional money to
bolster its co-sponsorship fund,
which is allocated throughout
the year after funds are allocated in the fall. Initial allocations typically dole out about 85
percent of the SA’s budget. With
the rollover, the co-sponsorship
fund will be about $216,000.
Mizenko said there was a
mix of groups that had leftover
money but declined to provide
the breakdown because he said
“after talking with some people,
we decided it would not be best
to give out the list. It’s private
information to see how much is
left in each account.”
Rollover from the previous
year’s allocation is one of several criteria considered when
the finance committee doles out
funds, along with group membership and “prestige,” Mizenko said u

from p. 1
and executive branches.
Mizenko said the allocations process is not to blame for
the rollover, and that recurring
problems, like organizations
saving money for events that
end up not happening and organizations over-requesting funds,
cannot actually be avoided.
“We try to handle that
through checking in with
groups to see if they’re spending the money. If they don’t, we
take money away,” Mizenko
said. “But you can’t really force
organizations to spend every
cent they have, even though
that’s what they are supposed
to do.”
He added that he and Vice
Chair Ryan Counihan will not
serve on the committee because
it would be a conflict of interest,

AN EPIC JOURNEY. AN IMPOSSIBLE DREAM. THE BIRTH OF A LEGEND.
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ROLLERCOASTER…

INCREDIBLY
INSPIRATIONAL”

- Don Simpson, SMELLS LIKE SCREEN SPIRIT

SAMUEL GOLDWYN FILMS PRESENTS IN ASSOCIATION WITH DC SHOESMUSICA BANDITO BROTHERSMUSICFILM “WAITING FOR
LIGHTNING” STARRING DANNY WAY FEATURING TRAVIS PASTRANA
LAIRD HAMILTON
RODNEY MULLEN
ATE
CREATIVE
ASSISTANT
MAT HOFFMAN KEN BLOCKEXECUTIVEROB DYRDEK TONY HAWK COMPOSED BY NATHAN FURST SUPERVISOR RUDY CHUNG ASSOCI
PRODUCER PAM “ZAM” ZAMOSCIANYK CINEMATOGRAPHER MICHAEL SVITAK DIRECTOR YOGI PROCTOR EDITOR ROMMEL MENDOZA
PRODUCED
BY MAX LEITMAN DARRYL FRANKLIN JACOB ROSENBERG HANA RIPPERGER-SUHLER
EDITOR CAROL MARTORI PRODUCERS MICHAEL MAILIS RAY IBE JAY POLLAK SCOTT WAUGH MOUSE MCCOY
WRITTEN
DIRECTED
BY BRET ANTHONY JOHNSTON
BY JACOB ROSENBERG
Copyright © DW Movie LLC 2012. All Rights Reserved.

DANGEROUS SPORTS ACTION, SOME LANGUAGE AND THEMATIC MATERIAL INVOLVING DRUGS AND ALCOHOL.
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AWAY.S!
PRConIZtacEtGItheVE
ater for details

EXCLUSIVE ENGAGEMENT
STARTS FRIDAY, DECEMBER 7

WEST END CINEMA

23rd St, NW (btwn M and N)202/419-FILM
CHECK THEATRE DIRECTORIES OR CALL FOR SHOWTIMES

WAITINGFORLIGHTNINGTHEMOVIE.COM / FACEBOOK.COM/WAITINGFORLIGHTNING
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The number of games, in three days, that the
men's basketball team played after facing
Manhattan Sunday and Bradley Tuesday.

men's basketball | bradley 72, gw 68

Colonials fall short at Bradley despite late Garino rally

hatchet file photo by jordan emont | PHOTO editor

Head coach MIke Lonergan speaks with his team during a timeout earlier this season. Lonergan said that GW's inability to start the first half with an energetic push Tuesday ultimately kept it from making up the deficit.

by elizabeth traynor
Sports Editor
The Colonials just couldn’t seem to cut
their deficit to single digits.
And the team just couldn’t find its way
out of the hole it dug itself into early on. At
one point in the second half, Bradley had a
19-point lead; Tuesday night’s result seemed
set in stone.
But freshman forward Patricio Garino
– who’s made a name for himself as the goto player late in games this season – had a
different idea. Eleven straight points from
Garino, including a tomahawk dunk and
arching trey, cut the Braves’ lead to four.
That was as close the Colonials (4-4)
would come, and the team was ultimately unable to complete the rally en route to
a 72-68 loss.
“To be down 19 on the road is just really a lot to overcome,” head coach Mike
Lonergan said. “We had some guys struggle
tonight. Our intensity level, for whatever
reason, wasn’t there early, but it was there in
the second half.”
The first half exhibited the frustrating
play that’s becoming a pattern for the Colonials. Facing a Bradley's zone defense,
GW struggled to control the ball, turning it
over 12 times on the half. It was a pattern
that would repeat itself over the rest of the
game. Despite heating up offensively in the
second, GW continued to turn the ball over,
marking 23 turnovers total.
It gave the Braves 24 points off of turnovers, keeping the Colonials from establishing a smooth offensive rhythm. It lead to a
14-5 fast break advantage for the Braves and
helped Bradley keep the Colonials at arm’s
length for the full 40 minutes.
“We were a little weak with the ball,”

Lonergan said. “Not only were we turning
the ball over, it was leading to dunks and
layups by Bradley. So it was tough. It was
frustrating. And we really just did not have
the energy, and they came out ready to play
and we just got down.”
Adding to GW’s frustrations was the
way Bradley packed its zone, concentrating most of its pressure down low and
limiting the Colonial bigs' effectiveness.
The team shot just 32 percent on the first
half, including 16.7 percent shooting from
three-point range. It became hard for the
Colonials to maintain their composure as
desperation set in.
The Braves even bested GW in points in
the paint, 46-28, a telling sign of low production for a Colonial team that tends to glean
most of its points in the post. GW shot 47.1
on the game, the final number aided by its
second-half push.
“They were playing really aggressive on
us. We were trying to get the ball inside and
we couldn’t. Truthfully, we were just turning
the ball over,” Lonergan said.
The team’s struggles aside, it was a
career night for Garino, who finished the
game with a career-high 24 points and six
rebounds. He was joined in double-digits by senior forward Isaiah Armwood,
who had 12 points and 12 rebounds and
sophomore forward John Kopriva, who
added 11 points.
GW played with greater energy and
hustle in the second half, exemplified by Garino’s personal push. But the halftime deficit
proved too great.
“Offensively, I thought [Garino] was really terrific. Especially in the second half, he
had 18 points and it willed us back into the
game. He just kind of took over for us,” Lonergan said. “Him and Isaiah, some of those

guys really got after it and allowed us to almost get all the way back into the game.”
At first, it looked as if the Colonials’ defense would keep them in the game, as it did
against Manhattan. GW was able to keep the
game relatively close through the beginning
of the first half, trying to give its offense time
to heat up. But that opportunity never came,
and Bradley responded with a significant
scoring run to close the first that gave the
Braves a decisive 17-point lead at the break.
The Colonials opened the second in
a 1-3-1 zone, hoping to shut down Bradley’s hot shooting. But they couldn’t get
enough stops to make a conclusive difference, as the Braves closed the game with
50 percent shooting and three players
scoring in double figures.
“[The 1-3-1] was really more to try to
get our energy going,” Lonergan said. “We
were really just trying to get our energy
up. [Freshman guard] Joe [McDonald] and
Patricio and Isaiah, they did a really good
job in the 1-3-1. Because it’s a defense that
takes so much energy.”
Fatigue may have played a hand in
GW’s performance – the team traveled to
Bradley for a Tuesday-night game after
a Sunday win over Manhattan. But Lonergan said that the travel and short turnaround weren't major factors in Tuesday
night’s loss, and that the team will return
to Foggy Bottom determined to prepare
for its next big test.
“I don’t think that had anything to do
with it,” Lonergan said. “We were prepared,
and I don’t think it was more being tired, it
was just them coming out with a lot more
energy. Tomorrow, we’ll be off, we have a
mandatory day off, and then we’ll really
take Thursday and Friday to prepare for a
hatchet file photo by jordan emont | PHOTO editor
really, really strong Kansas State team.” u
Freshman forward Patricio Garino tips in a basket earlier this season.
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'Cabaret': A big show in small spaces
from p. 1
As Bowles balances her love of the
stage with her love for Cliff Bradshaw
– an American writer new to Germany in the years between World Wars
I and II – the Nazi Party’s presence
steadily intensifies.
The progression of characters
and an understanding of the show’s
deeper message, though, developed
over the course of two months. Since
October, the cast has been condensing
choreography into confined practice
spaces.
With each new rehearsal space
came new adjustments, forcing the actors to “compartmentalize” and to “be
resourceful and to adapt,” said senior
Jordan King, who plays Bradshaw.
Student theater groups jockey
to reserve the coveted Lisner Downstage and West Hall Black Box spaces
for rehearsals, but the Downstage is
“booked literally almost every single
day of the semester,” director Madeline Hendricks, a senior, said. Cast
and crew members learned of their
rehearsal sites only 15 minutes before
call time, entering classrooms where
podiums and desks obstructed dynamic dance numbers.
“The challenge is that I’m literally

on top of [the actors]. It’s very hard to
see, visually, and to take in what it’s
really going to be like in the theater
when they’re a foot away from me,
and then there’s also things like the
podium,” Hendricks said.
The show about show business
comes with high visual and physical demands. But for the student
performers, the show’s technical elements – musical accompaniment, costumes and the set – came together in
a whirlwind just days before opening
night.
The show’s juxtaposition of the
cabaret’s decadence and the government’s oppression sets “Cabaret”
apart from many traditional musical
theater productions. As Kit Kat Klub
patrons seek solace from the severe
national state inside the levity of the
night club, Cabaret's looming, leering master of ceremonies, played by
sophomore Andy Lieberman, never
fails to remind the audience of the
Nazi Party’s growing, unrelenting
presence in Germany.
Lieberman noted that “as a Jewish
student,” he was initially unsettled by
the script.
“[The emcee] is the only character
who’s openly critiquing the rise of the
Nazis and the problems associated

with that. He’s the only character to
openly mock them for what they’re
doing,” Lieberman said, foreshadowing that, “in the end, it does come
back to bite me in the butt.”
To deliver a convincing performance, the cast worked extensively
with two theater professionals to perfect their German accents. Two cast
members also helped train fellow performers on German language and the
historical and cultural context of the
plot, steering actors away from stereotypical, overdone European accents.
Sophomore Chris House, who
plays Bradshaw’s German friend
Ernst Ludwig, said that he aimed to
authentically perform not only the accent and the character, but also depict
the precarious yet jovial time period.
“We’re trying to show that this is
really the in-between, between World
War I and World War II, where, yeah,
the economy was crap and things
weren’t great, but people in this lifestyle were happy, because it was almost dreamlike, just pure entertainment,” House said.
Hendricks, the director, has led
and starred in numerous shows at
GW. As a high school senior, she won
the Fidelity FutureStage Playwriting
Contest.

She said she hoped the production
would resonate with audiences.
“I hope more than anything that
people walk away remembering that
theater does have the power to change
people's mind about things, and to remind us about things that we forget,
and to tell really, wildly important
stories,” Hendricks said.
New to GW student theater, sophomore Madison Awalt, who portrays
the confident and charming Bowles,
said she was at first intimidated by
her starring role. After developing
what she said is a “unique” take on the
well-known lead, Awalt’s confidence
grew despite being initially “thrown
off” by the classroom rehearsal environment.
At the forefront of this production,
Awalt said, is a compelling narrative
of strife in a war-torn era.
“The thing I love about 'Cabaret'
is, it’s a musical, and people come
see musicals because they want to
be entertained. But more importantly, [“Cabaret”] is a story, and it’s
a story that needs to be told,” Awalt
said. “There are all these flashy dance
numbers, the whole shebang, but underneath it all, it’s a story about the
struggle and desperation that that
time in history had.” u

Margaret rajic | Hatchet PHOTOGRAPHER

The cast of Generic Theatre Company's 'Cabaret' has been rehearsing for their Dec. 6 opening night since early October. They have faced small rehearsal spaces, an intense final rehearsal week and the
expectations surrounding the well-known show. Bottom: The Kit Kat girls, seductive night club dancers, are led by sophomore and student theater newcomer Madison Awalt.

