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Residence halls will squeeze 
extra students into rooms and 
place sophomores in an upper-
classman building to make room 
for the 550 students who will be 
displaced by "superdorm" con-
struction this summer. 

The housing office will convert 
about 100 triples in Munson, JBKO 
and Guthridge into quads and 
move sophomores into the tradi-
tionally upperclassman Amster-
dam Hall this fall, after GW begins 
gutting three underclassman halls 
to create the new 850-bed hall. 

Transfer students will be placed 
into the all-singles Mitchell Hall, 
rather than Lafayette Hall, to make 
room for more freshmen. Lafayette 
Hall's about 100 beds will go back 
to freshmen to make up for the clo-
sure of Crawford Hall. 

The "superdorm" will add 310 
beds to campus housing and will 
include common areas, faculty 
suites, affinity housing and retail 
space. Located between H and I 
streets, the $130 million building 
will replace Crawford Hall and 
sophomore residence halls West 
End and The Schenley. 

During construction, the Uni-
versity must continue to comply 
with a D.C. law requiring fresh-
men and sophomores to live in 
University housing.

Weinshel said he was confident 
that his office could accommodate all 
students who request campus hous-
ing, despite the crunch for beds.

“There will be some fewer 
beds, but based on the inventory 

The University is gearing up for a 
major influx of foreign students over the 
next decade, investing in online systems 
and programs that will ease transitions 
to U.S. customs and academics. 

The changes come as GW looks to 
double its foreign student enrollment 
– a key demographic for the tuition-
dependent and globalizing Universi-
ty – over the next decade. The number 
of foreign graduate students jumped 
25 percent this year alone, according 
to  recent institutional data, while the 
number of international undergradu-
ates rose 16 percent.

Director of the International Ser-
vices Office Greg Leonard said it will 
put more emphasis on addressing the 
needs of undergraduate and gradu-
ate foreign students separately. Un-
dergraduates typically come from 
wealthier backgrounds and have taken 
classes in English, but may have diffi-
culty adjusting to cultural differences 
to connect with American classmates, 
he said. Graduate students need more 
intensive academic training.

The services will roll out this 
week, as 300 new international stu-
dents arrive at GW. The Center for 
Student Engagement will offer in-
formation sessions before the spring 
student organization fair along with  
career networking events to help new 
foreign and transfer students move 
beyond cliques and learn to make the 
most of all of GW’s opportunities.

While the number of foreign stu-
dents is climbing, GW’s international 
makeup still lags behind peer schools 
like Boston and New York universi-
ties. While about 12 percent of GW's 
students come from abroad, NYU 
stands at about 17 percent. 

Administrators set a goal in the 
draft of the 10-year strategic plan that 
by about 2022, 15 percent of under-
graduates and 30 percent of graduate 
students will come from abroad.

When thousands of college 
students flocked from around the 
country to GW's campus in 1970, 
Lloyd Hartman Elliott became 
more like a warden than a college 
president, searching for space for 
rowdy inmates.

Students with gusto and bell-
bottoms settled in Thurston Hall 
to protest the escalating Vietnam 
War. Makeshift soup kitchens 
opened on each floor. A station to 
hose down protesters burnt by tear 
gas sat outside. 

GW – which Elliott had helped 
stabilize since becoming its 14th 
president in 1965 – now saw the 
safety of its own students at risk.

Elliott, who died of a brain 
hemorrhage Jan. 1 at age 94, took 
quick action after midnight meet-
ings with D.C.’s mayor and police 
chief. He urged for the opening of 
a boarded-up building across from 
Thurston Hall, where he could 
house roving protesters and reduce 
safety concerns, banning outsiders 
from residence halls.

"This chaos, this hell that’s let 
loose on campus, has to end,” El-
liott said, according to a history 
of GW called “From Strength to 
Strength.” “I want this University 
to be around when it’s over. We 
can’t let the bastards win.”

Elliott’s use of sharp words was 
an anomaly from a man who col-
leagues remember as soft-spoken 
and reflective. But his distress illus-
trated just how threatening the Viet-
nam protests were to his presidency 
and to GW itself.

He went on to shape GW’s cam-
pus footprint and ushered its aca-
demic ascension.

But many said that without his 
leadership during a riptide of anti-
war turmoil – which eventually led 
to the University’s shutdown in 
May 1970 – GW’s progress would 
have halted.

“He was the right man for his 
time,” Elliott's successor Stephen 

Joel Trachtenberg said. “Lloyd El-
liott handled those pressures in 
an extraordinary way that I think 
really tested his mettle. He pulled 
the University through what 
could have been a very difficult 
time and brought it out safe on the 
other end.”

Elliott made the decision to shut 
down GW that May with the sup-
port of faculty, staff and parents, 
which was true to his style, said Gail 
Hanson, who was the dean of stu-
dents during the 1970s.

“Those were anything but dig-
nified times. Protesters were rude 
and shouted, but I never saw him 
lose his cool,” said Hanson, now an 
administrator at American Univer-
sity. “There were not a lot of people 
who could muster that kind of re-
straint or dignity in the face of what 
he was dealing with.”

The on-campus battle to keep 
the University afloat was Elliott’s 
second brush with war. Elliott, who 

GW is on the verge of joining an 
online education revolution, follow-
ing in the footsteps of elite universities 
that have over the past year launched 
hundreds of free online classes – open 
to anyone with computer access.

The massive open online courses, 
or MOOCs, include videos and slides 
on topics ranging from philosophy 
to nutrition, and have elicited tens of 
thousands of sign-ups from around 
the world. Despite universal uncer-
tainties about their financial stability 
and academic quality, the University 
is making headway on a slow rollout 
of the non-credit courses that would 
serve as GW's first MOOCs, a top of-
ficial said last week.

Administrators, including Uni-
versity President Steven Knapp, have 
in the past voiced skepticism as to 
whether it worth diverting resources 
from tuition-drawing programs to 
produce free courses. But GW’s re-
cently hired online learning czar said 
he is making progress toward start-
ing MOOCs.

“What we are exploring is the 
possibility of creating a handful of 
courses that would build on distinc-
tive strengths that GW already has 
and would be likely to appeal to a 
larger national and global audience,” 
Paul Schiff Berman, the vice provost 
of online education and academic in-
novation, said. "I believe that we can 
at least develop some initial MOOC 
courses without significant addition-
al expenditures."

Berman said he could not com-
ment on specific costs until he studies 
the issue fully, but GW would likely 
start “in a relatively small way” with 
its program to see if it's worth the 
hefty investment it may demand. 

Officials from other universities 
have pegged the cost of launching 
one MOOC at $50,000, which includes 
paying for hosting cloud computing 
systems, teaching assistant salaries, 
video equipment, marketing and in-
structional design. Georgetown an-
nounced last fall it would invest $8 
million in academic technology. 

Berman, who left the law school 
deanship this month, also declined 
to say what specific subject areas GW 

Superdorm 
forces 
housing 
crunch

First steps toward online revolution

jordan emont | photo edItor
Margaret Soltan, an associate professor of English, teaches a massive open online course on poetry. She videotapes her lectures for 
thousands of students. GW could sponsor its own MOOCs, a proposal surrounded by questions regarding costs and quality.

August 1965
Lloyd Elliott arrived at GW after 
seven years as president of the 
University of Maine. He needed 
to stabilize a university with a 
flagging $8 million endowment 
and high administrative turnover. 

Spring 1966
The then-School of International 
and Public Affairs broke away 
from GW’s school of business and 
government, authorized by Elliott 
in one of his first official acts. 

January 1967
The Board of Trustees voted, with 
Elliott’s support, to eliminate 
the football program after low 
attendance made the team 
financially unsustainable.

September 1967
The Jacob Burns Law Library, 
the first major construction of 
Elliott’s tenure, opened. Over 
the next decade, Elliott presided 
over the completion of the 
Marvin Center, Gelman Library, 
Himmelfarb Library, Funger Hall, 
the Academic Center and the 
Smith Center.

May 1970
Elliott canceled classes and final 
exams, shutting down GW as 
protests against the Vietnam War 
and the shooting at Kent State 
University rocked campus and the 
District. 

Fall 1980
Elliott created the new position of 
“University professor” to help lure 
more top faculty to the University. 

Spring 1986
The University acquired 50 acres 
of land in Loudoun County, Va., 
as Elliott executed a plan to 
open a corporate and technology 
research campus in suburban 
Virginia. 

GW plans for 
international 
student surge

'A clear image of an American gentleman'

by cory weInberg
Campus News Editor

GW's 14th president was 
a fierce but calm leader

by anuhya bobba
Hatchet Reporter

by catherIne barnao
Hatchet Staff Writer

by jeremy dIamond
Contributing News Editor
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Lloyd Elliott, who led GW for 23 years, shepherded the University from a commuter 
school into a top-tier college, erecting and upgrading key buildings across campus.

Triples convert to quads 
to make up for lost beds

Why are they so popular?
MOOCs have exploded in popularity in just over 
a year, partly because they offer free or cheap 
learning opportunities as opposed to $50,000-a-

year schools.  Almost every top university, 
including Stanford, Georgetown and 

Harvard, has jumped on board. Their 
rise has been pumped up primarily by 
three companies – Coursera, EdX and 
Udacity – which have partnered with top 

universities that are looking to expand 
their brands and reputations. 

A MOOC, or massive open online 
course, is a class that can be 
taken by anyone with an internet 
connection. It’s typically free to 
sign up for MOOCs, which are 
often taught through videos, slides 
and message boards by top professors at 
elite universities. For example, even 
as a GW student, you can sign up 
for a MOOC on startup engineering 
taught by a Stanford professor. 

Can you get credit for taking a MOOC?
Not yet. Some MOOC providers send a certificate to people who complete the 
course and pass online exams, but they don’t count toward official university 
credits. That could soon change though. The American Council on Education, 
an umbrella group for higher education, will explore this year how MOOCs can be 
applied for credit, possibly as a way to stem the ballooning cost of college.

What is a MOOC?

See HOUSING: Page 8See MOOC: Page 7

See ELLIOTT: Page 5See FOREIGN: Page 8

LLOYD HARTMAN ELLIOTT | 1918 – 2013
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GW hires extra security 
guards for inauguration

IN BrIef
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Student organization fair
Meet members from more than 100 
student organizations and learn 
how to get involved this semester.
Marvin Center Third Floor 
• 5 to 8:30 p.m.

Canadian Perspectives 
on Hemispheric Issues
Join the Canadian Embassy’s First Secretary to 
hear about issues of governance in the Western 
Hemisphere.
1957 E Street, Room 505 • 5 to 6:30 p.m.

Tuesday Wednesday

Inauguration insight
Go back in time through presidential 
inaugurations with political science 
professor Michael Cornfield.
Duques Hall, Room 151 
• 5:10 to 6:10 p.m.

Workload Management 101
Does your New Year’s resolution involve 
time management? Get on track with tips 
from the University Counseling Center.
Marvin Center, Room 307 
• 4 to 5 p.m.

ON tHe WeB www.gwhatchet.com

aUDIO SlIDeSHOW
Lindsey Ferris Invitational 

GW’s gymnastics team took the gold at its season opener Sunday.

vIDeO
A tribute to GW’s 14th president

Lloyd Elliott lifted GW from a commuter school to an elite college.

JaNUary

GaBrIella DeMCzUk | SeNIOr Staff PHOtOGraPHer
Junior Betsy Zander flies off the uneven bars during  the Lindsey Ferris Invitational Sunday, which GW won for the first time since it renamed the contest in honor of the 
late alumna in 2007. Zander earned the “Attitude is Everything Award,” given to the gymnast who best represented the leadership qualities of Ferris, who died in 2006.
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Snapshot

The University will lock up academic 
buildings and has contracted extra guards to 
man residence halls and patrol campus for 
inauguration weekend, when thousands of 
visitors will descend on Foggy Bottom.

Administrators have approved about 
550 overnight guests – down from 800 
guests allowed on campus in 2009. Only 
guests who were pre-approved by the Uni-
versity can enter residence halls through-
out the weekend. 

Similar to 2009, when the University 
hired guards for its 25 residence halls, GW 
will bring additional officers from the secu-
rity firm Allied Barton to campus. 

University police will check GWorlds 
and photo identification for all hall visitors 
from Jan. 19 through Jan. 21, GW’s top safety 
leader said. On typical weekends, students 
must show their GWorlds and sign in guests 
only at night.

Senior Associate Vice President for Safety 
and Security Darrell Darnell declined to give 
specifics about the number of officers that will 
roam campus, saying, “We typically don’t 
advertise the specific number of officers.” 

He said the police department will 
“maintain the appropriate level of staffing 
based upon past inauguration requirements 
and the best available current information re-
garding crowd size and potential threats.”  

Across the city, security personnel are 
bracing for a smaller pool of spectators for 
President Barack Obama’s second inaugura-
tion. Darnell said most officials are estimat-
ing a crowd between 800,000 and 1 million 
people. About 1.8 million people flocked to 
the National Mall in 2009.

Still, the thousands of visitors and prepa-
ration for the inaugural parade will force sev-
eral streets to close during the weekend. The 
parade, which ends at the White House be-
tween 5 and 5:30 p.m., will likely bring heavy 
traffic Monday evening. Darnell said the city 
will start to block off certain streets starting at 
6 or 7 p.m. on Jan. 19.

 “I wouldn’t be driving at all. I think you 
should use public transportation or walk,” 
Darnell said. 

The Vern Express will follow its normal 
schedule. 4-RIDE will also run as usual, but 
students may have to wait longer for shuttles 
because of closed-off streets. The parade 
should not affect bus transportation to GW’s 
Inaugural Ball at the Omni Shoreham Hotel, 
but Darnell said students should try to use 
the Metro. 

All academic buildings – such as Rice 
Hall and Duques Hall – will be locked similar 
to holidays and weekends. Gelman Library 
will also be closed on Inauguration Day.

–Brianna Gurciullo

1615
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When a group of students 
lands in Havana, Cuba this 
summer, they will be just 92 
miles from Florida's beaches. 

But as they explore the tiny 
island nation and take in its 
Cold-War-era infrastructure, 
Spanish professor Maria de la 
Fuente said students will think 
they traveled across the globe.

De la Fuente and fellow 
Spanish professor Ariadna 
Pichs will lead the program just 
two years after the U.S. began 
allowing university students to 
visit the country that has spent 
decades under an oppressive 
Communist regime. 

“You can take the stu-
dents to China and they’ll 
have this huge shock. But 
for all the countries in the 
Americas, Cuba is the one 
that’s most foreign to them,” 
de la Fuente, director of GW’s 
Spanish language program, 
said. “That contrast and the 
experience in that contrast is 
going to change a lot of their 
views about a lot of things.”

Students have constant-
ly asked to study in Cuba, 
partially because they were 
intrigued about the taboo 
country, de la Fuente said. For 
nearly 50 years, since the U.S. 
embargo blocked imports, ex-
ports and travel to the then-
Soviet Union satellite, Cuba's 
11 million citizens have lived 
in a museum-like society. 

President Barack Obama 
allowed university students to 
travel to Cuba starting in 2011, 
opening the doors for GW’s 

first undergraduate student to 
study there this spring. 

Pichs, who lived in Cuba 
until she was 26 years old, 
said students will probably be 
shocked to see the Cuba she 
grew up in. Students will meet 
Cubans to learn about life un-
der the U.S. embargo, in which 
the homogenizing effects of 
globalization are just beginning 
to show. They will also tour the 
home of lost generation writer 
Ernest Hemingway, the cathe-
dral in the center of Havana and 
the Museo de la Revolución. 

Students will also learn 

how many Cubans are trying 
to make waves, despite the 
harsh political system. She 
said the course will emphasize 
the nation’s progress in areas 
like health care, immigration 
and spirituality, which have 
remained largely unknown to 
the rest of the world. 

“Nobody imagines that 
things like environmental ini-
tiatives can happen in a small 
island with a dictatorship, but 
it happens there,” Pichs said. 
“If I teach them from my point 
of view and then they get there 
and see documentaries and 

movies, they will understand 
life in Cuba.”

De la Fuente, who im-
migrated from Spain, said 
Americans receive very little 
information about Cuba, but 
when they do it is “really par-
tial or it’s not really accurate 
in some aspects.” 

Students will study at GW 
for five days before flying on 
June 29 to Havana, where they 
will also visit two farms – one 
growing organic fruits and 
the other tobacco – to speak 
with local farmers about harsh 
working conditions. 

De la Fuente, whose 
grandmother was Cuban, said 
she has always been fascinated 
with Cuban culture and poli-
tics. She visited Cuba for the 
first time about a decade ago 
on a study abroad trip while 
working at Duke University. 
She said she's dreamed of cre-
ating the trip ever since the 
State Department lifted the 
travel ban for students.

GW is not the first in the 
U.S. to offer study abroad op-
tions in Cuba since the national 
restrictions were lifted. Ameri-
can University has a semester-

long program and a two-week 
long summer program to Cuba. 
And de la Fuente said many 
more schools are likely to begin 
building programs soon. 

“A lot of universities now 
are taking students to Cuba. 
It’s going to grow exponen-
tially,” she said.

The short-term study 
abroad trip is one of several 
new offerings this summer. The 
expansion falls in line with the 
University’s increasing focus 
on globalization, as outlined in 
the 10-year strategic plan draft 
released in October. u

Students to explore Cuba with GW's first program
by chloé sorviNo
Assistant News Editor

The first University-wide 
career leader will bring more 
than 20 years of experience 
and a vision of preparing stu-
dents for jobs starting their 
freshman year.

Rachel Brown, who cur-
rently leads Temple Univer-
sity’s career center, will arrive 
Feb. 6 to oversee the $20 mil-
lion that will be pumped into 
the school’s career offices over 
the next 10 years. 

Brown said she is excited 
to come to GW because of its 
emphasis on career support. 

She seeks to continue prog-
ress on the center's overhaul, 
which will unify GW’s 11 sep-
arate career centers and bulk 
up staff to increase network-
ing with major companies. 

“I have never been at a uni-
versity where this has been tak-
en so seriously before,” Brown 
said. “When I saw [the posi-
tion] advertised I just thought, 
‘Wow, GW really gets this.’ ”

At Temple, Brown boost-
ed the career center’s offer-
ings, launching networking 
and mentorship programs 
with students and employ-
ers. Some of her successful 
programs include brown bag 

lunches with recent graduates 
working at prominent corpo-
rations and networking com-
petitions – which she plans to 
bring to GW.

“A lot of unique programs 
were just thinking outside the 
box, but if you put a lot of com-
mitted individuals in the room 
that have the same connection 
– and in this case the GW con-
nection – you know there’s go-
ing to be good ideas that come 
out of that, and creative part-
nerships,” she said. 

As part of the University's 
recent revamp of career servic-
es, Brown will be tasked with 
getting students to think about 

their careers as soon as they 
come to campus. 

Brown said career center 
staff will attend orientation 
and Welcome Week events 
to encourage students to try 
interning in different fields 
now rather than after gradu-
ation. The overhaul, cham-
pioned by University Presi-
dent Steven Knapp since 
he came to GW in 2007, has 
been ramped up since the 
economic crisis.

This fall, the career center 
moved from its former home 
in Old Main on F Street to the 
Marvin Center’s refurbished 
fifth floor, signaling an ef-

fort to draw students into the 
more centralized location. 
Brown will take over for Di-
rector of University Initia-
tives Robert Snyder, who has 
served as acting director since 
the position was announced 
last spring. The post was ex-
pected to be filled last sum-
mer, but administrators said 
they it took additional time to 
select the right candidate. 

Brown said the similari-
ties between Temple and GW, 
mainly their urban campuses 
and proximity to employers, 
will help her transition to her 
new job as assistant provost for 
university career services. Be-

fore working at Temple, Brown 
focused on career development 
at both the University of Texas 
at Austin Business School and 
Georgetown University. 

Senior Associate Provost 
and Dean of Students Peter 
Konwerski, who has led the 
career services overhaul and 
search for the assistant provost, 
said Brown’s creativity will en-
ergize the center.

“Everyone is excited about 
meeting Rachel. Everyone is 
excited about the experience 
she brings, the leadership 
qualities. Even her sort of style 
and fit was so complementary 
to GW,” Konwerski said.u

Incoming career services head to jumpstart job programs 
by sarah margolis
Hatchet Staff Writer

jordaN emoNt | photo editor

Changes in U.S. policy on travel to Cuba

photos used uNder the creative commoNs liceNse
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Quotable "This chaos, this hell that’s let loose on campus, has to end, I want this University 

to be around when it’s over. We can’t let the bastards win.” –Lloyd Elliott, GW's 14th 
president, on the Vietnam War protests.
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Opinions
Spring semester 

'course objectives'

 Staff Editorial

On my first day back to 
medical school, I had the un-
pleasant surprise of finding 
safety instructions posted on 
the doors of Ross Hall describ-
ing how to react in the event 
of an active shooter. The pre-
cautions came in response to 
the recent gun tragedies that 
have weighed on the hearts 
of all Americans, particularly 
the Dec. 14 shooting at a Con-
necticut elementary school. I 
commend and appreciate the 
University’s response, but the 
student body should still be 
concerned with the nation’s 
conversation on gun control. 
This debate should not end 
with candlelight vigils.

During several lectures in 
Ross Hall, I have pondered my 
response to the “active shooter” 
scenario. University Police De-
partment instructions suggest 
evacuating, hiding or in severe 
circumstances, confronting the 
assailant. This safety bulletin is 
logical but ultimately does not 
address the core issue. 

Our nation’s gun policies 
make each of us open targets 
for the next attack, which will 
inevitably occur without some 
concrete response. We must 
not only champion sensible 
gun control, but also remind 
the University community 
that our security is at stake. 
The massacres at Virginia Tech 
University and Sandy Hook 
Elementary in Newtown, 
Conn. could have happened 
here. Students should demand 
a response.

 I applaud University Pres-
ident Steven Knapp for join-
ing other university leaders in 
signing an open letter to Presi-
dent Barack Obama, pushing 
for stricter gun control. The 
letter highlights the epidemic 
of gun violence in the U.S. and 
pledges GW will be engaged in 
working toward a solution. 

Concrete measures, in-
cluding reinstating an assault 
weapons ban and ensuring 
background checks for every 
firearm purchase, would sig-
nificantly advance our secu-
rity. We should demand legis-
lation that assures university 
campuses and classrooms will 
remain gun-free zones. As a 
student body, particularly one 
in D.C., we should use every 
resource and petition to ad-
vance the cause of sensible gun 
control in this country.

Mental health issues are 
also critical to this debate. I 
was horrified to discover that 
several states have recently 
attempted to restrict a physi-
cian’s ability to question pa-
tients about their gun owner-
ship. 

Speaking as a medical stu-
dent, I appreciate the impor-
tance of openness and confi-
dentiality in the doctor-patient 
relationship. Patients deserve 
unfiltered access to informa-
tion, and physicians need the 
opportunity to fully evaluate 
their patients. Medical profes-
sionals need freedom to coun-
sel their patients on the risks of 
owning firearms. 

As a student body, we 
must demand that our nation’s 
response to the gun problem 
includes a commitment to im-
proving mental health care and 
empowering physicians.

My message to the Uni-
versity community is simple: 
Keep the conversation alive. 
Continue signing petitions, 
calling Congress and voicing 
ideas. We cannot allow another 
tragedy to pass without mean-
ingful reflection and action on 
the nation’s gun laws.

—Rishi Singhal is a medical 
student in GW’s School of 

Medicine and Health Sciences.

Twenty-eight people were 
killed Dec. 14 in Newtown, 
Conn. Four of them were sev-
en years old, and 16 were six. 

And following the shooting, more 
than 800 people have been killed by 
guns as of Jan. 9, according to Slate’s 
gun death tally.

The massacre in Newtown is one 
of a series of tragedies that has left 
every American asking: “What can 
we do to make sure this never hap-
pens again?”

In December, University Presi-
dent Steven Knapp joined 255 other 
college presidents by signing a writ-
ten appeal from Emerson College 
President Lee Pelton, encouraging 
President Barack Obama to direct 
“urgent attention” to instituting 
stricter gun control.

I agree with Knapp: Universities 
have a role to play in the ongoing 
gun control debate. But signing a let-
ter to Obama is only a formality.

There’s a part of this debate in 
which colleges in particular have a 
more pressing responsibility: men-
tal health. It’s a crucial topic that has 
hardly been broached in the post-
Newtown political drama. And it 
was the subject of only one brief para-
graph in the letter Knapp signed.

Many of the recent mass shoot-
ings – including the movie theater 
shooting in Aurora, Colo., last sum-
mer and the Sandy Hook Elementary 
School massacre – involved college-
aged killers. 

Adam Lanza, the shooter in New-
town, had no visible brain deformi-
ties, according to the autopsy report. 
But days before the killings, friends 
of Lanza’s mother – who was among 
the 28 victims that day – told CNN 
that she was concerned about her 
son’s well-being. Mental health, es-
pecially for the college-aged, should 
be a facet of the national debate, and 
it’s a situation in which college com-
munities have a stake.

To promote a culture of positive 
mental health on campus, the Univer-

sity should mandate that all professors 
and student leaders complete mental 
health awareness training that instructs 
how to recognize and appropriately 
deal with emotional instability.

Students’ positive perceptions of 
their own mental health have sharply 
declined: The percentage of students 
who considered themselves as hav-
ing “above average” mental health 
declined by 3.4 percentage points in 
one year alone, according to a 2010 
study from the Higher Education Re-
search Institute.

The study also shows that an 
increasing number of students are 
seeking counseling services.

While the University Counseling 
Center offers six free sessions, the 
promotion of positive mental health 
should not be a task that is relegated 
exclusively to the UCC.

Oftentimes, professors are the 
greatest link students have to this 
institution. They are educators first, 
but they should also serve as lines of 
support, recognizing and addressing 
red flags for depression and anxiety, 
like sudden drops in academic per-
formance or lack of attendance.

New faculty participate in a day-
long orientation on policies. But a 
course that equips professors and 
student leaders with the skills to help 
spot students who need help and 
provide them with some preliminary 
assistance would be invaluable. At 
a school where there are more than 
20,000 students, asking for help can 
be a daunting task.

The good news is that the Men-
tal Health Association, which has 
offices in Maryland and the District, 
already offers an information ses-
sion that GW could use as a model. 

Their 12-hour intensive program 
teaches how to “assess risk of suicide 
or harm,” “listen non-judgmentally” 
and “encourage self-help and other 
support strategies,” according to the 
organization's website. The commu-
nity could benefit if employees were 
trained to sharpen those skills. 

Building a course will demon-
strate that the health of students is 
worth the University’s investment. 
And in an era where gun violence 
is all too prevalent, working to pro-
mote positive mental health is an at-
tainable step in the right direction.

“Behavioral health is in the 
back-seat – way in the back. It’s in 
the trunk,” Olga Price, associate 
professor in the School of Public 
Health and Health Services told 
me about the stigma surrounding 
mental health. “I think people are 
very reluctant to talk about their 
concerns and to seek support.”

Price, who is also the direc-
tor of GW’s Center for Health and 
Healthcare in Schools, added that 
when it comes to a debate about 
how to reduce gun violence, the 
discussion should not revolve only 
around working to keep guns away 
from the mentally ill.

Only about 4 percent of violence 
in this country is conducted by those 
who are mentally ill, according to the 
American Journal of Psychiatry.

But The New York Times wrote 
on Dec. 17: “If we really want 
to stop young men like [Lanza] 
from becoming mass murderers, 
and prevent the small amount 
of violence attributable to men-
tal illness, we should invest our 
resources in better screening for, 
and treatment of, psychiatric ill-
ness in young people."

We cannot afford to be negligent 
when it comes to promoting positive 
mental health on campus. Lives are 
at stake, and the clock is ticking.

—The writer, a sophomore majoring 
in political communication, is The 

Hatchet’s contributing opinions editor.

It’s the start of a new year, but there 
are some issues that never really 
go away. Such is the issue of high 
tuition and financial aid, which 

will continue to be the reality as long 
as the national unemployment rate 
hovers around 7.8 percent and student 
loan debt continues to rise.

And the realities of the economic 
landscape are apparent at GW, where 
about 64 percent of students receive 
financial aid.

But not all the money doled out 
each year is given to those students 
who truly need it. The University 
continues to provide a substantial 
amount of merit-based aid to incom-
ing students who do not need finan-
cial assistance.

If the University stopped award-
ing merit aid to those who can afford 
to finance their education, it could 
maximize its impact during this time 
of widespread financial hardship.

The fight over merit-based aid is 
a perennial issue that never seems to 
gain much traction among colleges 
and universities around the country.

Over the past two decades, the 
use of merit-based aid has increased. 
According to a study by the Depart-
ment of Education in October 2011, 
the number of students receiving 
merit based aid more than doubled 
to 14 percent from the 1995-1996 and 
2007-2008 academic years.

At GW, the numbers aren’t 
much different.

GW reported that in the 2009-2010 
academic year, 14.9 percent of aid of-

fered was non-need based – or merit 
– aid, out of a pool of $141.8 million. 
That figure increased to 18.3 percent 
the following year. And then, 16 per-
cent was reserved for merit aid for the  
year after that.

GW undoubtedly provides a sig-
nificant amount of financial aid. For 
the 2012-13 academic year, GW in-
creased the amount of aid it provided 
students to $163.4 million, a number 
which is approximately double what 
it was a decade ago, according to a 
Hatchet article from August 2012.

Despite the University’s efforts to 
increase financial aid, the cost of tuition 
has continued to rise annually. In Feb-
ruary 2012, the University announced 
a 3.7 percent tuition increase.

And despite its efforts to award a 
considerable amount of aid, the fact re-
mains that GW is still one of the most 
expensive colleges in the country. For 
the 2010-11 academic year, the total 
cost of attending GW was $55,625 and 
the average amount of debt students 
had upon graduation that same year 
was $32,714, according to The Project 
on Student Debt.

Of course, GW is no longer the 
most expensive school in the country, 
but it is still far from affordable. 

Administrators fear that if they did 

actually stop using merit aid, it would 
put the University at a disadvantage.

“If we stopped offering aid and 
other institutions did not, it would 
make it harder to achieve our enroll-
ment objectives," Associate Vice Presi-
dent for Student Financial Assistance 
Dan Small told me in an email.

The fear is that if GW stopped giv-
ing merit aid, students would matricu-
late instead to rival institutions. 

Getting rid of merit aid might 
seem like a sure way for GW to 
fall short of its competition, but 
dropping this form of financial as-
sisance would put the University 
ahead of the pack in terms of com-
mitment to affordability.

If GW decides to stop giving mer-
it aid, it would set a standard for other 
institutions to follow. But until then, 
there will continue to be a stalemate, 
and students from across the coun-
try will continue to be awarded with 
scholarships they don’t need while 
others will likely choose an institu-
tions based on financial constraints.

In the next decade, GW is hop-
ing to double the number of inter-
national undergraduate students, 
according to its 10-year strategic 
plan. And with this rise in students 
from overseas, who do not receive 
financial aid benefits, will come a 
flood of tuition dollars.

Money should be spent on those 
students who can’t afford a college 
education, not those who can.

 —The writer, a senior majoring in 
English, is The Hatchet’s opinions editor.

Vacation is over, and school is 
back in session. At the close of last 
semester, The Hatchet’s editorial 
board gave the University a report 
card with grades that were far from 
a 4.0. And as GW launches into its 
spring semester, there is huge po-
tential for all members of the com-
munity to start fresh.

If we were to create a syllabus 
for the University's spring “course 
goals,” these would be its major 
objectives.

Student housing changes: 
In just a few short weeks, un-

dergraduates will be tasked with 
the annual responsibility of search-
ing for next year’s housing. But this 
year, there will be some significant 
changes in housing options. 

Starting in the fall, the Uni-
versity will begin the creation of a 
“superdorm” in place of The West 
End, The Schenley and Crawford 
Hall. This translates to 300 more 
beds in the long run but might 
cause a temporary bed crunch for 
upperclassmen. While the Univer-
sity must guarantee housing for 
freshmen and sophomores, juniors 
and seniors need to realize that liv-
ing on campus could become more 
difficult.

To compensate for this con-
struction, transfer students will 
be housed in Mitchell Hall next 
year, Lafayette Hall will once again 
serve as a freshman dorm and ap-
proximately 100 triples in Munson, 
JBKO and Guthridge halls will be 
converted into quads to maximize 
space.

Whether students like them or 
not, the bottom line is that these 
changes have very real effects. 
And it is the housing office’s re-
sponsibility to communicate these 
changes to students – particularly 
upperclassmen, whose chances 
of residing in University housing 
may diminish. 

Student Association: 
Last semester’s Student Asso-

ciation initiatives ranged from stu-
dent space proposals to transcript 
fee overhauls, which brought some 
tangible improvements, like open-
ing up academic buildings for lon-
ger hours. But there were some 
notable shortcomings, such as a 
debate over whether it should be 
mandatory for SA senators to at-
tend a certain number of meetings. 
It’s disappointing that some stu-
dent leaders aren’t fully commit-
ted to the jobs they were elected to 
do. Hopefully this semester, more 
senators will attend meetings and 
fight for legislation that will im-
prove student life.

While second semester is of-
ten packed with distractions, like 
the spring election season’s prom-
ises for the future, current leaders 
have a responsibility to continue to 
advocate for student needs. Even 
though there is only a short amount 
of time left to enact any meaningful 
changes, it shouldn’t go to waste.

Office of Admissions: 
To say that fall was a rough se-

mester for the Office of Admissions 
would be an understatement. Last 
semester, the office disappointed 
the University community when 
it announced that it had been mis-
reporting data for more than 10 
years, and exacerbated the situa-
tion when it failed to disclose an 
audit report from Baker Tilly that 
outlined the error. 

But former admissions dean 
Kathryn Napper’s resignation at 
the end of 2012 offers an opportu-
nity for fresh leadership and the 
chance to start this admissions cy-
cle on positive footing. It will take 
time for the community to trust the 
administration again. But the ad-
missions office should take care to 
focus efforts on hiring a new leader 
who is enthusiastic about restor-
ing GW’s commitment to high aca-
demic standards. Releasing a for-
mal audit report would begin the 
semester on a positive note and al-
low the community to finally move 
on from this humiliating scandal. 

As the admissions office re-
views applications and prepares 
to notify accepted students in the 
spring, the office must pledge to be 
as open as possible with both cur-
rent and prospective students. 
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The family of a GW Law 
School student who died last 
year donated $1 million to 
help aspiring lawyers from 
poor nations fulfill their 
courtroom dreams.

The Ben Gupta Endowed 
Fund for International Legal 
Education, to be announced 
this month, will use the funds 
from the Gupta family to pay 
tuition for students from de-
veloping countries starting 
next fall.

Gupta died in December 
2011 at 28 years old while 
working on graduate degrees 
in business and law. He was 
remembered as a fierce leader 
with a passion for internation-
al work. He died from a mix 
of alcohol and oxycodone.

Gupta’s father Vinod, 
chief executive officer of a Ne-
braska-based data and mar-
keting services company, said 
the scholarship would help 
the law school establish stron-
ger ties around the world, as 
well as honor his son.

“The fact that we lost him 
so early, we thought it would 
be a beautiful memorial to 
him, having that scholarship 
in his name at GW,” he said.  

Vinod Gupta has collabo-
rated with the law school be-
fore to expand legal education 
in developing countries.

He worked with the In-
dian Institute of Technology 
Kharagpur, where he gradu-
ated, along with GW’s law 
school to help start a law 
school in India in 2006.

“We are in a global village. 
That type of concept and that 
type of education is valuable 
all over the world,” he said.

This will be the first 
named scholarship fund at 
the law school geared toward 
“increasing educational op-
portunities for students in the 
developing world,” outgoing 
law school dean Paul Schiff 

Berman said.
The scholarship fund 

will be available to interna-
tional students seeking J.D. 
and L.L.M. degrees, as well 
as to those hoping to partici-
pate in short-term exchange 
programs.

“The loss of a child has to 
be among the most wrench-
ing and debilitating events 
that a family can go through 
– nothing will address that 
loss,” Berman said. “But I 
hope that with this fund, 
we can keep the name and 
memory of Ben Gupta alive 
and honor his desire to con-
tribute to the world.”

Berman said the school 
has been looking to increase 
offerings for students from 
countries with booming 
populations and overflowing 
education systems.

The law school has dou-
bled the number of interna-
tional students over the past 
decade, with more than half 
of the 166 foreign students this 
year coming from developing 
countries like India, China, 
Colombia and Tanzania. 

Berman, who announced 
in November he was stepping 
down as dean for a post in the 
provost’s office, also visited 
India last month to help forge 
stronger ties with Indian 
schools and alumni. 

“Historically, law schools 
did less internationally sim-
ply because law tended to be 
local. But increasingly, over 
the last two decades, law 
schools have globalized their 
curriculum and education,” 
Berman said. 

That increase in interna-
tional students could help 
shield the law school from a 
deeper dent in enrollment. A 
25 percent bump in foreign 
enrollment this year came 
as the school welcomed its 
smallest first-year class in 
at least a decade. Prospec-
tive students nationwide 
have shied away from law 

schools’ high price tags and 
shaky job prospects.

Berman said appealing to 
more international students, 
including ones from develop-
ing countries, can help buf-
fer that enrollment as long 
it maintains strict academic 
standards. 

“There’s a growing inter-
national population that is 
interested in American legal 
education, and they are grow-
ing more and more qualified 
in terms of ability to speak 
and write English, and educa-
tional background generally,” 
he said. “These are students 
that GW wants to have.” 

During Berman’s 18 
months at the helm, the law 
school has also looked to ex-
pand financial aid to help 
offset the debt burden of its 
$45,750 tuition.

Susan Karamanian, asso-
ciate dean for international 
and comparative legal stud-

ies, said the Gupta scholar-
ship would help entice the 
top students from develop-
ing countries interested in 
legal education.

It would attract “some-
body who has a lot of promise 
for leadership and would be 
able to, within five to 10 years 
after returning home, be able 
to make a difference in his or 
her country,” she said. 

Attracting international 
students could allow GW to 
have a hand in improving the 
standing of global freedom 
and human rights, she said.

“Students are able to take 
their law tools and go back 
and apply those tools to their 
own unique society. You can’t 
simply transplant U.S. law, 
but you can train students 
who have an appreciation for 
certain principles to attempt 
to apply those principles in 
their home country,” Karama-
nian said. u

Student Association lead-
ers are bringing another peti-
tion to administrators’ desks, 
after they rejected parts of a 
proposal for increased student 
space last fall.

SA President Ashwin Nar-
la and Executive Vice President 
Abby Bergren are reviving the 
largest part of their fall plan – 
turning the Marvin Center’s 
third floor terrace into student 
space within five years. 

The document also asks 
that students are included in 
conversations about GW’s 
newest residence hall, which 
will undergo construction be-
tween H and I streets starting 
this summer.

“Student space has been 
an issue for a number of years. 
It’s definitely necessary, and 
there is the expectation, but 
this is a huge hill to climb,” 
Narla said. “If you look at [the 
terrace] now, it is dead space 
in the winter time. We need a 
space that makes sense for the 
student body.”

It does not outline an exact 
design for the 45,000 square 
foot terrace, but it provides 
ideas like student lounge areas 
and meeting rooms in the three 
floors that can be built onto the 
outdoor patio.  

Narla wants the Univer-
sity to start the project follow-
ing major works in progress 
like the $275 million Science 
and Engineering Hall and the 
$130 million superdorm. The 
2006 campus plan offered “an 
addition to the Marvin Center 
(above the existing Betts The-
atre)...to address the growing 
demand for student activity 

and support space.” 
The student space debate, 

which arose after the close of 
the Fishbowl and the Hippo-
drome in the last two years, 
has driven lobbying in the SA 
for the past two years. Narla 
and Bergren’s first proposal ex-
tended study hours in Duques 
and Funger halls until 2 a.m. 
opened seven conference 
rooms in the Marvin Center 
for student group meetings. 

The SA’s plan will utilize 
research from similar schools 
like Tulane, New York and 
Boston universities, as in the 
last proposal.  

It will again be sent to Uni-
versity President Steven Knapp, 
Executive Vice President and 
Treasurer Lou Katz, Provost Ste-
ven Lerman, Senior Associate 
Provost and Dean of Student 
Affairs Peter Konwerski and 
Senior Associate Vice President 
for Operations Alicia Knight.

University spokeswoman 
Michelle Sherrard responded 
with a statement based on in-
put from Konwerski, Knight 
and Assistant Vice President 
for Events and Venues Michael 
Peller, and said the University 
will be “happy to review and 
discuss” the proposal. 

“We continually work 
with student leaders to make 
improvements to the student 
experience on our campuses,” 
Sherrard wrote in an email. u

Law trust to honor 
deceased student

Media Credit: Photo Courtsey of the offiCe of Media relatioNs
The family of deceased J.D. and MBA candidate Ben Gupta will provide $1 
million in scholarships to law students from developing countries.

Sa fights for more 
student space
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grew up in Clay County, 
W.Va., enlisted in the U.S. 
Navy during World War II, 
serving in North Africa and 
the Mediterranean.

The experience molded 
Elliott’s dedication to becom-
ing an educator, his daughter 
Patricia Kauffman said. After 
the war, he became a profes-
sor of educational adminis-
tration at Cornell University 
and then spent seven years 
as president of the Univer-
sity of Maine.

“When you spend four 
years in the defense of your 
country, you pretty quickly 
decide what is important – 
where you want to spend 
your energy,” Kauffman 
said. “He was about educa-
tion, about young people 
and about making opportu-
nities for them.”

A campus development 
boom

When Elliott arrived on 
campus in 1965, the flaws 
in the facilities were glar-
ing. Most noticeably, he re-
called in the GW-produced 
book “The Elliott Years,” the 
University’s undergraduate, 
law and medical libraries 
were crumbling. 

Law students would 
climb to the fourth floor of 
Stockton Hall to check out 
books kept inside a metal 
cage. A tour of the libraries 

was the “low point” of his 
presidency, he said in the 
book, and he quickly sought 
ways to fortify the Universi-
ty’s Foggy Bottom buildings, 
even when the endowment 
was a paltry $8 million.

The University had lost 
momentum after shuffling 
through three presidents in 
five years, piling initiatives 
onto Elliott’s plate early in 
his tenure – which had a 
rocky start because many 
faculty opposed his appoint-
ment, instead supporting an 
in-house candidate. 

In 1965, a fundraising 
campaign to build a new 
law library came up nearly 
$1.3 million short of its $1.5 
million goal. So Elliott took 
a risk.

“I said ‘let’s go ahead 
and build it,’” Elliott said, 
according to “The Elliott 
Years.” “And then, quietly 
to myself, I thought: wheth-
er we ever get it paid for or 
not remains to be seen, but 
the campus community has 
to have some demonstration 
that we can do something.” 

The Jacob Burns Law Li-
brary opened in September 
1967, the backbone of what 
would become a top-ranked 
law school.

But the University need-
ed more money to continue 
expansion. 

The campus develop-
ment plan the University 
inked in the early 1960s 
called for developing GW-
owned property for com-
mercial purposes to generate 

income. Elliott was the first 
to spring toward the plan, 
prompting outcry among 
neighbors as GW engulfed 
the neighborhood. 

“When people say 
George Washington owns a 
lot of property, my answer 
is ‘not enough,’” Elliott re-
marked in the 1980s, accord-
ing to The Washington Post. 

His strategy set the real 
estate cushion that supports 
GW’s finances today and 
grew the endowment to $200 
million under his tenure.

He also encouraged fi-
nancial pragmatism. With 
dwindling attendance at 
football games, Elliott sup-
ported the Board of Trust-
ees’ move to eliminate the 
team in 1967. 

The GW of today began 
to take shape. The University 
completed the Marvin Center 
in 1970, despite opposition to 
naming the first student hub 
after former GW president 
Cloyd Heck Marvin,  who 
had delayed the University’s 
racial integration and made 
it the last school in the Dis-
trict to do so.

Funger Hall, the Aca-
demic Center and the Smith 
Center – GW’s first on-cam-
pus basketball arena – soon 
followed, and Gelman Li-
brary sprung up in 1973.

The campus develop-
ment boom came without 
jacking up tuition prices. 
In 1970, one year of under-
graduate tuition was about 
$2,000, or $11,400 accounting 
for inflation. In Elliott’s last 

year in 1988, undergraduate 
tuition was $8,070, or about 
$15,000 in today’s dollars. 

He compensated by fo-
cusing on fundraising, even 
flying to Iran in 1974 to meet 
with its shah.

“He was very clever, and 
he made sure he had people 
working with him who un-
derstood what he was after 
and could develop pro-
grams that would generate 
financial support for years 
to come,” Kauffman, his 
daughter, said. “They were 
promoting the University 
and raising money. He did 
it tirelessly. He did not want 
the [financial] burden to fall 
on students."

Securing a place for inter-
national affairs    

Elliott’s globetrotting set 
the pace for the college that 
would later bear his name 
and become one of GW’s top 
schools: the Elliott School of 
International Affairs.

Now, the school houses 
the country’s No. 7 master’s 
program and No. 9 under-
graduate program, accord-
ing to Foreign Policy maga-
zine. 

In spring 1966, Elliott’s 
first year at GW, the school 
split apart from the then-
School of Government, 
Business and International 
Affairs, giving it a unique 
identity and setting the stage 
for an influx of new faculty, 
students and resources.

The school still went two 
decades without a new home, 

cramming offices and classes 
into a small building on the 
corner of 22nd and H streets. 
In Elliott’s final years, he 
moved the school into new 
quarters in Stuart Hall, giv-
ing it more autonomy.

Maurice East, who was 
hired as dean of the school 
in 1985, said Elliott appeared 
on a mission to sculpt it into 
an elite program, giving the 
school’s students its own 
advising staff and adding 
faculty positions. 

“They started moving 
very quickly to fulfill the 
things I suggested to make 
the Elliott School bigger and 
stronger,” East said. “He 
knew it was getting close [to 
the end of] his time as presi-
dent and he wanted to do 
what he could to put inter-
national affairs on the right 
course."  

When Elliott retired in 
1988, the Board of Trustees 
approved the international 
affairs school to be branded 
with his name. Fifteen years 
later, the school moved into 
the modern building on E 
Street where it sits today.

‘A clear image of an Ameri-
can gentleman’

Faculty recalled Elliott 
as a president who listened.

He favored a bottom-
up governance style that 
waited for consensus before 
moving forward, resulting 
in fewer clashes with faculty 
and neighbors like those that 
would rile the presidency of 
his successor, Trachtenberg. 

“His number one char-
acteristic was that he spent 
a lot of time listening to fac-
ulty,” said economics pro-
fessor Anthony Yezer, who 
started at GW in 1972. “He 
paid attention to the facul-
ty. If you sent him a memo 
about something, you got a 
response.”

He also gave each dean 
more control over his or her 
college, which dean East 
said incentivized progress 
and showed his faith in 
those he hired. Instead of 
hoarding power or flash-
ing his ego, East said Elliott 
“had a very self-effacing 
way about him.”

The sense of inclusion 
would cross over into cam-
pus life. Elliott would often 
challenge faculty and stu-
dents to games of handball, 
his favorite sport, and “he 
usually could beat people 
half his age,” Hanson, the 
former dean of students, 
said. 

He also encouraged the 
growth of small programs. 
Young-Key Kim-Renaud, 
chair of the department of 
East Asian languages and lit-
erature, said when she tried 
to start a Korean studies 
program at GW in the early 
1980s, Elliott lent a hand. 

“I was really nobody, and 
he showed such personal at-
tention so you really wanted 
to work for him,” Kim-Re-
naud said. “I always consid-
ered him a clear image of an 
American gentleman. GW 
was very lucky.” u

Students leaders eye 
Marvin Center terrace 
for lounge areas
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is the expectation, 
but this is a huge hill 

to climb."

Ashwin nArlA
President 

Student Association

from p. 1
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EMELi sandE
The Howard Theatre
Jan. 14
$16-18

nPr's PoLiticaL JunkiE road show
Sixth & I Historic Synagogue 
Jan. 16
$20
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Contributing Editor
kramos@gwhatchet.com

citizEn coPE
Jan. 31 | Rams Head Live | $30-$125

A veritable jack of all musical 
trades, Clarence Greenwood, bet-
ter known by his stage name Citizen 
Cope, seamlessly fuses elements of 
R&B, folk and light rock to produce 
distinctly hypnotic sounds. The D.C. 
native’s album “Let The Drummer 
Kick” propelled him out of relative 
obscurity, showcasing his soulful and 
melodic style. Greenwood elevates 
the vocal styles of artists like Jack 
Johnson and Jason Mraz with grit, 
diversifying his musical influences 
to emulate the soulful blues of Carlos 
Santana and the progressive percus-
sion of the Dave Matthews Band. In 
tweaking the prosperous musical 
styles of a medley of artists, Green-
wood has developed a sound distinc-
tively his own.

Score: Citizen Cope displays a keen 
sense of musicality, picking only the 
best bits and pieces from popular art-
ists to form a decidedly individual-
ized sound.
Bore: The artist’s latest releases show 
little musical expansion: His biggest 
hit to date, 2002’s “Let The Drummer 
Kick” may have been his apex.

GEorGE cLinton and ParLiaMEnt 
FunkadELic
Feb 11. | 9:30 Club | $45

Ad-libbed jazz, aggressively po-
litical lyrics and a litany of ostenta-
tious neon wigs characterize funk’s 
most iconic and influential ensem-
ble, George Clinton and Parliament 
Funkadelic. Contemporaries of James 
Brown and Sly Stone, the group mod-
ernized funk, elevating it to a level of 
quality musicianship, even propelling 
funk into mainstream radio via its 
production of the Red Hot Chili Pep-
pers album, “Freaky Styley.” The live 
show promises to enliven the soulful 
funk Clinton himself pioneered in 
the 1970s, as long-winded improvisa-
tional sets and perennial energy from 
seasoned musicians is a guarantee 
at all of the funk icon’s shows. The 
members of Parliament Funkadelic 
may have rotated heavily throughout 
the years – the group’s 1997 Rock and 
Roll Hall of Fame induction featured 
16 members – but the crew’s unparal-
leled musicianship and jovial disposi-
tion remain as intact as ever.
Score: More than 40 years after their 
inception, this motley crew of funk 
innovators is as boisterous and sharp 
as ever.
Bore: If anything about this exuber-
ant ensemble bores you, you must not 
be listening.

dEad kEnnEdys 
Feb 13. | Rock N Roll Hotel | $25

They’re ear-shattering, they’re 
imprecise and they’re indignant. 
Archetypal spearheads of hardcore 
punk, the Dead Kennedys emerged 
in San Francisco in the late 1970s, 
expanding upon the burgeoning 
subculture of punk throughout the 
U.S. The Dead Kennedys boasted 
similar traits to their hardcore con-
temporaries: Their musical apti-
tude was limited, their frustrations 
with society were numerous and 
their performances were excessive-
ly raucous. Yet the group set itself 
apart with satirical lyricism, utiliz-
ing morbid humor as social com-
mentary on the political and social 
state of 1980s America. Transform-
ing the stigma of punk stupidity by 
championing provocative, biting 
lyrics, the Dead Kennedys helped 
mold the subculture into a lifestyle 
that those disillusioned with soci-
ety could embrace.

Score: The Dead Kennedys bring 
viability to the platitude, “Punk’s 

not dead.”  Few names are so well 
known and well revered among 
punks and mainstreamers alike.
Bore: Amazingly, three-quarters 
of the band’s initial members have 
remained. Still, four 50-somethings 
may fail to capture the rambunc-
tious, cacophonous sound of hard-
core punk and bring it to life.

PEntatonix
Feb. 18 | The Fillmore Silver Spring | $25

“Glee” may have commercialized 
a cappella, but Pentatonix revolution-
ized it. To suggest that this four-guy-
one-girl ensemble of vocal virtuosos 
is merely talented barely scratches 
the surface. Few groups can deliver 
chilling crescendos or crisp beatbox-
ing with such artistry as these Texas 
natives. Their commanding and 
complementary vocals take on popu-
lar hits like fun.’s “We Are Young” 
and Nicki Minaj’s “Starships” sans 
instrumentals, relying solely on their 
singing prowess to deliver musical 
accompaniment to lyrical melodies.  
Drop your preconceived notions of 
mediocre high school choirs. Penta-
tonix provides a refreshing and pro-
foundly impressive spin on songs 
you didn’t think were possible to love 
any more than you already do.  
Score: For Pentatonix, a cappella 
isn’t limited to traditional choral rep-
ertoire. The group renders songs like 
“Somebody That I Used to Know” 
and “Moves Like Jagger” strictly with 
their voices, manipulating vocal rang-
es to imitate instrumentals.
Bore: Those against hearing other 
talented singers enliven popular 
music should not, under any circum-
stances, attend this show.

Previewing upcoming local shows

The District Sound

Photos usEd undEr thE crEativE coMMons LicEnsE
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is eyeing for its first open online 
courses, but the University has 
typically viewed policy- and 
government-related course-
work as its academic X-factor. 
The majority of MOOCs have 
focused on technical fields like 
computer science or math, but 
more are starting to pop up in 
subjects like philosophy, justice 
and finance.

GW’s change in stance is 
a sign of just how quickly the 
free courses have started to 
pervade higher education. 

About 9 percent of uni-
versities plan on offering 
the free courses and 2.6 per-
cent already do, according 
to Babson Survey Research 
Groups’ annual survey of 
2,500 colleges and universi-
ties released Jan. 8.

Two main forces have 
driven the rise of MOOCs: 
the rocketing costs of college 
over the past decade and the 
globalization of higher edu-
cation. 

Many see an inexpensive, 
open-access education as a 
potential cure for an educa-
tion system with a widening 
economic gap. The courses' 
popularity could also help 
promote universities’ brands 
globally, proponents say. 

Stephen Ehrmann, vice 
provost for teaching and 
learning, outlined on his blog 
a hypothetical reason why 
GW would be interested in 
using a MOOC as a marketing 
edge, in addition to launching 
it as a public service. 

“Suppose GW wanted to 
begin offering a hybrid degree 
program in bio-engineering to 
students in Brazil.  But many 
students and educators in 
Brazil might not know about 
GW’s expertise in this field,” 
he wrote. “So, to spread the 
word, we might also try cre-
ating the world’s best Portu-
guese MOOC in bioengineer-
ing and take care to market it 

in Brazil.”
GW also has to avoid 

falling behind some of GW’s 
competitor schools like 
Duke, Emory and Vander-
bilt and D.C. area schools 
like University of Maryland, 
Georgetown, University of 
Virginia and Johns Hopkins, 
which have all joined one of 
the three major online course 
providers, Coursera, EdX 
and Udacity.

And if universities part-
ner with Coursera, they only 
receive about 15 percent of 
the revenue they produce, 
which comes from deals with 
textbook companies and cor-
porations that want recruit-
ing access to top students, 
according to a The New York 
Times report. 

Berman said the Univer-
sity might not link up with 
Coursera or EdX, though, 
and instead opt to “provide 
the courses ourselves pos-
sibly through vendors we 
hire to do specific tasks.” The 
major companies would help 
pay for the courses' upkeep, 
but “you’ll be diluting your 
brand within a larger entity.” 

But GW may have to 
make an uphill climb to make 
its slate of courses a success.

While the University has 
offered online programs and 
courses for over a decade 
for enrolled, tuition-paying 
students, professors say the 
sophistication of its academic 
technology has lagged. 

Nearly two-thirds of 
classrooms are equipped with 
outdated IT or audiovisual 
equipment, and the Academ-
ic Technologies office has suf-
fered from budget shortfalls 
in recent years – creating a 
struggle to meet demands for 
upgrades. The University's 
$1.3 billion endowment – 
which helps pay for academic 
budgets – is smaller than 
those of many top universi-
ties that have invested in the 
online courses.

And if the University 
launched MOOCs indepen-
dently without partnering 

with Coursera, EdX or a 
smaller company, the Uni-
versity would also have to 
tack on costs of marketing, 
instructional design and cus-
tomer support, Berman said. 
Those are in addition to the 
universal challenges of pre-
venting cheating, offering 
academic credit and produc-
ing revenue.

The cost of offering the 
classes and upholding their 
academic quality were both 
part of Knapp’s hesitation to 
launch MOOCs, he said in 
November. 

“You have to be care-
ful, because there are always 
trade-offs. If you’re investing 
in one thing, you can’t invest 
in something else,” Knapp 
said then. 

Soon after Berman jumped 
from the law school deanship 
to the provost’s cabinet, he 
said the University would 
mainly be looking at expand-
ing its online footprint into 
more executive education 
and tuition-based global pro-
grams. In addition, last fall’s 
draft of the strategic plan out-
lines plans to expand GW’s 
brand through online lectures 
from campus speakers.

One GW professor, as-
sociate professor of English 
Margaret Soltan, has tackled 
MOOCs independently. She 
already teaches a course on 
poetry through the Faculty 
Project at Udemy, winning 
considerable exposure on ac-
count of the course, includ-
ing a profile in the Chronicle 
of Higher Education and a 
request to speak at Harvard 
University.

But the exposure comes 
without direct financial gain.

“It’s all a rather shaky 
proposition – if money is your 
aim,” Soltan said.  “If getting 
your university’s name out 
there in the world in a big 
way is a motivation, and if 
doing some good in the world 
is a motivation, MOOCs are a 
very good way to go.”

–Cory Weinberg 
contributed to this report.

from p. 1
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“We need to offer the 
very best services and pro-
grams we can because we’re 
going to be dealing with 
larger numbers. The strate-
gic plan is, quite frankly, a 
great motivation to double 
down and say, ‘How can we 
do the best we can,’ ” Leon-
ard said. 

The office will also in-
vest between $10,000 and 
$18,000 in new software to 
handle complicated bureau-
cratic processes like visas 
and forms that foreign stu-
dents are required to com-
plete.

Foreign students, who 
typically attend Colonial 
Inauguration a week before 
the start of classes to sim-
plify travel plans and cut 
costs, will be encouraged to 
attend sessions throughout 

the summer to meet more 
of their American counter-
parts. The CI typically re-
served for international stu-
dents will be geared toward 
orienting them to campus 
life in the U.S. and learning 
about support services like 
Student Health Service and 
the University Counseling 
Center. 

Associate Dean of Stu-
dents Tim Miller said the 
University will heighten its 
focus on supporting inter-

national and transfer stu-
dents because they “need 
more help in the beginning” 
than the average student. 
He added that more events, 
like one to teach foreign stu-
dents how to use the Metro, 
could be added as the office 
looks into more options. 

“International students 
sometimes have a language 
barrier and they’re not even 
sure what questions to ask. 
It’s almost like speed dat-
ing. We want to help them 

know how to do that,” Mill-
er said.

–Chloé Sorvino 
contributed to this report

and demand, we’ll be able to 
do it all,” Weinshel said. 

Housing rates for next 
year will be determined by the 
Board of Trustees in February. 
Weinshel said he expects pric-
es to go down in rooms that 
will add an extra resident.

About half the rooms 
in Amsterdam Hall, which 

houses about 450 juniors and 
seniors, will go to sophomores 
next fall. The hall, which 
houses the Focus on Fall 
Abroad Community, will also 
expand academic residential 

communities for science and 
engineering students.

As part of the housing 
shake-up, Greek chapters will 
apply to live in Building JJ, a 
three-floor environmentally 

friendly hall on F Street. 
Director of the Center 

for Student Engagement Tim 
Miller said the move is an ef-
fort to allow the Greek com-
munity, which already takes 
up Strong Hall and Interna-
tional House, to house more 
members together on campus. 
Twenty-three chapters leased 
space on campus last year, 14 
of which resided in on-cam-
pus townhouses.

In past years, those un-
able to live in Greek housing 

have opted to create affinities, 
such as sisters of Alpha Phi 
who lived together in West 
End. Miller, who is also as-
sociate dean of students, said 
he hopes the additional Greek 
housing space will open up 
more spaces in affinity hous-
ing for students involved in 
other organizations. GW also 
added an 11th sorority, Kappa 
Delta, this year.

 “As we’re continuing to 
see how Greek life is leading 
to higher completion rates, it’s 

a community I want to sup-
port,” Miller said.

Rachael Abram, president 
of GW's Panhellenic Associa-
tion, said all chapters will be 
able to apply for the space. It 
will be awarded by an exter-
nal committee that will con-
sider "a variety factors, such 
as previous years' Greek Ex-
cellence scores and an appli-
cation submitted by the chap-
ter," she said.

–Chloé Sorvino 
contributed to this report.
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FOREIGN "We need to offer the very best services and 
programs we can because we’re going to be 

dealing with larger numbers."

GREG LEONARD
Director

International Services Office

"There will be some fewer beds, but based on the 

inventory and demand, we’ll be able to do it all.”

SETH WEINSHEL
Director

GW Housing Programs
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Dental Insurance Administrator

K Street Comprehensive 

Care Dental Office is seeking 

Full Time Dental Insurance 

Administrator. Skills 

necessary include computer 

(Mac preferred), people skills, 

and ability to easily 'work with 

numbers.' See our WEB Site 

ingberdental.com.

Email kenneth.ingber@

verizon.net

JOBS

GWorld Merchants &

 every Monday - The GW Hatchet 
Use your GWorld at these locations or cut out the appropriate coupon and save on 

purchases from area businesses.

Super Saver Coupons

TO BE INCLUDED 
IN THIS SPECIAL 

PROMOTION, CONTACT 
YOUR SALES REP OR 

CALL 
(202) 994-7682
DEADLINE FOR 

MERCHANTS PAGE: 
Prior Thursday, 4pm

Call NOW!!  - 
Limited Number 
of Participants 

-  Call NOW!!

GWorld Merchants



Sports
Elizabeth Traynor
Sports Editor
etraynor@gwhatchet.com

NumbEr 
cruNch 1The number of offensive rebounds the 

men's basketball team had at halftime 
in Saturday's game against Xavier.

H
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mEN's baskETball  | xavier 71, GW 56

Nick Ong
Contributing Editor
nong@gwhatchet.com

Immediately following 
halftime, senior forward Isa-
iah Armwood gripped the rim 
tightly as he slammed the ball 
home. Freshman forward Kev-
in Larsen followed with a quick 
layup, giving GW a quick 4-0 
run out of the gates.

It was a glimpse into the 
spark of energy the Colonials 
seemed to discover at half-
time, one the team would 
maintain until the final buzzer. 
But that jolt wasn’t enough to 
overcome a 15-point halftime 
deficit, however, and GW (7-8, 
1-1) fell to Xavier 71-56. 

“For whatever reason, we 
didn’t have a lot of effort in the 
first half,” head coach Mike 
Lonergan said. “I give Xavier 
a lot of credit. They jumped on 
us right away.” 

The first half was sum-
marized aptly in the battle on 
the boards. Xavier entered the 
break with 22 rebounds; GW 
just six, with only one offen-
sive board. Only three Colo-
nial players tallied a rebound, 
compared to seven Musketeers 
– including senior forward Tra-
vis Taylor, who single-handedly 
outrebounded GW with eight. 

The Colonials needed to 
up the ante, and came out 
tougher in the second half. 
GW outrebounded Xavier 22-
11 in the second, including an 
11-2 advantage on the offen-
sive boards. 

“You’re kind of embar-
rassed by your performance as 
players and a team,” Lonergan 
said, referring to the first half re-
bounding. “We knew we could 
get back in the game, we just 
had to play a lot harder.” 

GW couldn’t seem to es-
tablish any sort of inside-out 
game in the first, and the frus-
tration spread to the team's 
shooting. There was a lid on 
the basket as Colonial after 
Colonial misfired, exiting the 
first shooting just 33.3 percent. 
Despite turning the ball over 

only four times, GW couldn’t 
find an offensive rhythm. 

But aided by their resur-
gence on the boards, the Colo-
nials established a heavier at-
tack after the break. GW upped 
its shooting to 42.4 percent on 
the second, a slight increase that 
helped pull the team closer to 
the Musketeers. Although that 
wasn’t enough to overcome the 
halftime deficit, the Colonials 
continued to control the ball 
well, committing just nine turn-
overs in the game.

“I would like to see us get 
more assists. Our turnovers 
weren’t bad, but we have to 
create scoring opportunities 
for other people,” Lonergan 
said. “When we did do that in 
the first half, we made some 
shots. We were 3-for-5 from 
three in the first half.” 

Senior guard Lasan Kromah 
paced his team off the bench, 
adding 12 points, four boards 
and two assists. But the rest of 
GW struggled to make an im-
pact, with freshman forward 
Patricio Garino and freshman 
guard Joe McDonald – the next-
highest scorers – adding nine 
and eight points, respectively. 

“I thought Lasan played 
pretty good the second half 
and did a good job defensive-
ly in the 1-3-1 up front. He 
created a little bit of havoc,” 
Lonergan said. “We just don’t 
have that consistent guy. They 
did a good job of taking our 

inside game away.” 
Compounding the cold 

shooting, the Colonials couldn’t 
shut Xavier down over the first 
half of play. The Musketeers 
were hot-handed en route to 
59.3 first-half shooting, as GW 
struggled to find a defense 
that would silence Xavier’s at-
tack. Rotating between differ-
ent approaches, the Colonials 
were hard-pressed to halt their 
opponents. 

The Musketeers didn’t 
slow over the second, main-
taining a comfortable distance 
from GW down the stretch. 
Xavier shot 57.1 percent for the 
game, tallying three players 
in double-digits. Particularly 
potent were freshman guard 
Semaj Christon, who added 21 
points and seven assists, and 
senior guard Brad Redford, 
who abused GW’s 1-3-1 to de-
fense from the outside. Redford 
drained seven treys en route to 
21 points on the night and was 
the only Xavier player able to 
unlock the Colonials’ other-
wise successful zone.

“He was the difference. 
He kept us single-handedly 
from getting back into the 
game,” Lonergan said. “Those 
were killer threes. They got 
the crowd into it too.”

The Colonials return 
home for another tough con-
ference opponent Wednes-
day, when they host Temple 
in the Smith Center. u

The Colonials made 
their Atlantic 10 debut un-
der head coach Jonathan Tsi-
pis Saturday afternoon, but 
were unable to pull out an 
inaugural victory, falling to 
the Massachusetts Minute-
women 62-58.

GW came out strong, go-
ing up 7-2 in the first three 
minutes of play before losing 
the lead. As the two teams 
traded baskets, the Colo-
nials tied their opponent at 
16, but Massachusetts pulled 
ahead, not relinquishing the 
lead again, and marched 
the Colonials to their fourth 
straight loss.

“The tempo was played 
more at UMass’ pace, which 
was more of a half-court 
pace. We really wanted to 
try to make the game a little 
bit more up-and-down. We 
thought that we could score 
on transition. We’re better in 
that aspect,” Tsipis said.

The first half ended with 
Massachusetts up by seven, 
and Tsipis said he thought his 
team controlled the tempo at 
the end of the half, prepar-
ing them well for the second. 
Senior guard Danni Jackson 
made four free throws and 
one field goal before the 
break, while senior forwards 
Megan Nipe and Shi-Heria 

Shipp both had two field 
goals in the half.

Nipe opened the second 
half with a layup, and sopho-
more forward Chakecia Mill-

er followed with a second. 
The Colonials stayed close 
behind the Minutewomen, 
before Massachusetts went 
on an eight-point run to lead 
GW 42-31.

“We made a good run to 
come out at the beginning of 
the second half, and then I 
think we got stuck a little bit,” 
Tsipis said. “We gave them 
confidence in some areas.”

With just over five min-
utes left to play, GW trailed 
the Minutewomen 55-40. A 
collective effort brought the 
Colonials within three points 
of tying the game twice in 
the last minute of play, but 
an ill-timed GW foul gave 
Massachusetts a free throw 
with four seconds left. The 
Colonials did not get another 
opportunity to score.

“When you’re on the 
road it’s always a difficult 
situation when you dig 
yourself a hole because you 
spent so much energy and ef-
fort trying to get back in the 
game,” Tsipis said. “We did 
play with a better sense of 
urgency in the last five min-
utes when we went with a 
smaller lineup, but we can’t 
wait for that point. We’ve got 
to be able to do that for much 
longer spurts of time.”

Tsipis said the game 
showed that his teams need 
to double down on their de-
fensive approach. He wants 

to see GW finish 
more possessions 
successfully, and 
control the pace 
of the game on 
both sides of the 
court, forcing 
opponents to go 
deep in the shot 
clock.

On top of 
that, he added, 
the Colonials 
need to be in an 
offensive mind-
set for more of 
the game, and fo-
cus on dominat-
ing the flow and 
tempo of play.

“ T h e y ’ r e 
things we definitely can, and 
will, get better at,” Tsipis 
said.

A bright spot for the Co-
lonials, as usual, were their 

steals, edging Massachusetts 
19-12. GW is second in the 
A-10 in steals, averaging 11 
per game.

Graduate student for-
ward Tara Booker and Nipe 
led the Colonials in re-
bounds, with six and five, 
respectively. Miller led the 
team with six assists. Booker 
and Jackson had 14 points 
apiece, with Jackson dishing 
out five assists, while Nipe 
and Miller added nine points 
and Shipp eight.

The production of the 
upperclassmen was heart-
ening for Tsipis, as he will 
look to them over conference 
play to set an example for the 
younger players, especially 
during away games. Next, 
though, the Colonials return 
to the Smith Center Thurs-
day against Saint Joseph’s af-
ter almost a month of action 
away from their home court.

“It seems like we’ve been 
away from the Smith Center 
for quite a bit of time,” Tsipis 
said. u

GW struggles out of gates, drops game at Xavier
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Above: Senior guard Lasan Kromah tries for a reverse layup earlier this season. Kromah had 12 points 
against Xavier. Right: Head coach Mike Lonergan watches the Kansas State game from the sidelines.

by ElizabETh TrayNOr
Sports Editor

wOmEN's baskETball | UMaSS 62, GW 58

Colonials fall to Massachusetts in Tsipis' A-10 debut
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Top: Senior forward Megan Nipe dribbles around an opponent earlier this season. Nipe had nine points and 
five boards against Massachusetts. Above: Junior guard Chakecia Miller looks to run a play with graduate 
student forward Tara Booker earlier this season. Miller had nine points against the Minutewomen.

by mary EllEN mciNTirE
Hatchet Staff Writer
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It seems like we've been 
away from the Smith 

Center for quite 
a bit of time.

jonathan tsipis
Head coach

Women's basketball
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