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The College of Professional 
Studies will crank out a new pat-
ent practice degree next fall, the 
latest addition to its growing of-
ferings that serve as a cash cow 
for the University.

The graduate school for mid-
career adults – which accepted 89 
percent of applicants last year – 
has created about 18 programs in 
a decade, basing its options on job 
market demands. Enrollment has 

shot up 75 percent in four years.
Its eclectic offerings range 

from publishing to landscape de-
sign. And the quick turnaround 
to set up programs – which ad-
ministrators stressed does not 
forgo academic quality – can be a 
financial advantage for GW. 

Each new program aims to pro-
duce $1 of tuition revenue for every 
60 cents it spends, creating “new 
income for the University with 
relatively little risk,” according to a 

The number of robberies re-
ported to the University Police 
Department nearly doubled over 
the last calendar year, as reports 
of stolen electronic devices in-
creased across the District.

But at the same time, reported 
burglaries – which involve break-
ing and entering – dropped by 
more than half, UPD Chief Kev-
in Hay said. The University has 
cracked down on residence hall 
access in the last year, stationing 
night guards at many entrances.

The spike in robberies also 
coincided with an increase in 
pickpocketing incidents this 
fall, mainly around The Avenue, 
prompting University and Metro-
politan police to up surveillance 
of outdoor seating at Whole Foods 
Market, Roti Mediterranean Grill 
and Sweetgreen.

Robbery, unlike theft, involves 
stealing or attempting to steal by 
force or threat of force. About 40 
percent of robberies across D.C. 
involve smart phones, according 
to MPD. The city launched a pro-
gram late last year to "brick" stolen 

smart phones, or remotely disable 
them to prevent thieves from reac-
tivating and using the devices.

The number of thefts re-
mained steady, with more than 
500 incidents reported in both 
2011 and 2012.

Campus burglaries have 
dropped for the past four aca-
demic years, according to De-
partment of Education statistics 
released last October. A total of 

40 burglaries were reported for 
2011 – significantly fewer than 
the 75 incidents in 2010, the data 
showed. The Foggy Bottom Cam-
pus saw 125 reported burglaries 
in 2008.

Hay added that the continued 
decline in reported burglaries 
reflects a federal policy imple-
mented in 2010 that narrowed the 

The trek began as early as 2 
a.m. for thousands of stu-
dents staking out spots on 

the National Mall to mark Presi-
dent Barack Obama's second and 
last inauguration. 

And the festivities continued 
late into the night as students 
stripped their American flag 

scarves and slipped into tuxedos 
and ball gowns for the Universi-
ty's sixth inaugural ball – its larg-
est and most expensive.

Close to 5,500 students, faculty 
and staff filled the Omni Shoreham 
Hotel’s seven ballrooms, filtering 
in and out of each room to salsa, 
swing dance and watch more than 
a dozen live performances over 
the course of four hours.

The extravagant night, a tra-
dition since 1993, racked up a 
$600,000 price tag this year. Assis-
tant Vice President of Events and 
Venues Michael Peller said GW 
was “on track to recoup” most of 
the costs. 

The event was slightly more 
expensive than the 2009 affair, 
about $40,000 more in today’s 
dollars, of which GW recovered 

about two-thirds. The University 
also charged $5 apiece for coat 
checks this year and $9 for each 
drink ticket. 

“We have had a tremendously 
positive response from those who 
attended the ball," Peller said. 

For most students, the night 
culminated a months-long election 

Celebrations abound in GW's backyard

Campus 
robberies 
double over 
last year
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Toni Marsh, associate dean for new initiatives, has helped steer the College 
of Professional Studies as it studies market demands to craft new programs.

Professional school is 
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Top: Standing on the steps of the U.S. Capitol building, President Barack Obama addresses a crowd of more than 800,000. Thousands of students had staked out since early 
Monday morning for front row seats of the ceremony. Bottom left: Georgia-native Joyce Semour boos as Speaker of the House Rep. John Boehner, R-Ohio, is introduced. 
Bottom right: Spectators in the non-ticketed sections of the Mall waved American flags, which had handed out by volunteers, throughout the inauguration proceedings.
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Fewer inauguration 
guests visit hospital
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Libyan Prospects
Join senior representatives from the Library 
of Congress and the Rafiq Hariri Center in a 
discussion of the institutional and security 
challenges lying in the path of a cohesive 
Libyan state.
1957 E Street, Room 602 • 6:30 to 7:45 p.m.

Thursday Friday SundaySaturday

QUOTABLe

jANUAry

25 26

AshLey LUcAs | AssIsTANT PhOTO edITOr
Senior Clay Cohen adds to the bevy of personal goals adorning Kogan Plaza’s new “Before I Die” wall. About four dozen students turned out to 
help sophomore Brian Doyle convert the wall, which lines the Gelman Library construction pit, into a chalkboard for students Tuesday.
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There are more opportunities in Latin America for students to immerse themselves in the 
local culture, since these programs tend to emphasize the importance of breaking out of 

the American bubble.
–Lauren Beilin, study abroad adviser, on the escalating popularity of Latin America as a study abroad destination.

Iranian censorship
Watch an exclusive screening of 
award-winning journalist Tara 
Kangarlou’s documentary ‘Beyond the 
Electronic Curtain,’ discussing Iranian 
censorship in Iran.
Funger Hall, Room 103 • 5 to 7 p.m.

MLK day of service
Volunteer with fellow students and 
service organizations to complete service 
projects on campus and throughout the 
District to honor Dr. King’s legacy.
Jack Morton Auditorium 
• 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

sexual Assault Prevention
Participate in workshops on sexual 
assault and bystander intervention 
hosted by GW Students Against 
Sexual Assault.
John Quincy Adams House 
• 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Twenty-five people sought medical 
treatment at the GW Hospital for injuries 
or illnesses related to inauguration festiv-
ities, according to a hospital spokesman.

The patients primarily sought treat-
ment related to “falls, dizziness and 
weakness,” hospital spokesman Steven 
Taubenkibel said. The patients experi-
enced no serious medical issues.

During the 2009 ceremony, the GW 
Hospital treated 91 patients for inaugura-
tion-related maladies. The hospital treat-
ed spectators, the most severe of whom 
experienced cardiac arrest and a small 
stroke.  

Between 800,000 and 1 million spec-
tators flocked to this year’s swearing-in 
ceremony, compared to a record crowd of 
1.8 million in 2009.

None of the patients treated this In-
auguration Day were transported by 
EMeRG, GW’s student-run emergency 
medical services.

One student was transported to a 
nearby hospital for intoxication during 
GW’s Inaugural Ball Monday night.

The hospital’s emergency room treat-
ed a total of 185 people on Monday.

–jeremy diamond

In “Columbian sees boom in math, 
science majors,” (p. 1, January 17, 2013) 
The Hatchet incorrectly reported due 
to misinformation that the 10 new fac-
ulty hires in Columbian College over 
the last three years were for science and 
math majors. The 10 hires were actually 
for all fields.

In “Duckworth to host veterans 
with Knapp,” (p. 7, January 17, 2013) 
The Hatchet incorrectly reported that 
the F Street House event would take 
place Saturday. It was held Jan. 20, a 
Sunday.

In “GW pays $700,000 for ball, ad 
buys,”  (p. 8, January 17, 2013) The 
Hatchet incorrectly reported that the 
University will launch a social media 
challenge around Commencement. 
Rather than a challenge, the University 
will launch a social media campaign to 
connect with graduating students.

In “City shuts down Ivory el-
evators,” (p. 1, January 17, 2013) The 
Hatchet incorrectly reported that Alex-
ander Zafran is a junior. He is a senior. 

cOrrecTIONs
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HarassmeNt
Off campus
01/14/13 – 1 p.m.
A female staff member 
reported receiving 
harassing phone calls 
from a former male 
student.

–Open case

tHeft/Credit Card 
fraud
Academic Center
01/17/13 – 1 p.m.
Case closed
A faculty member reported 
that his wallet was 
taken from his office. He 
subsequently discovered 
that his credit and debit 
cards had been used off 
campus. 

–Referred to the 
Metropolitan Police 

Department

drug Law VioLatioN
West Hall
01/17/13 – 8:58 p.m.
Case closed
University Police officers 
responded to a report 
of a suspicious odor. 
Housing staff conducted 
an administrative search, 
which yielded alcohol, drug 
paraphernalia and a knife – 
violating University policy.

–Referred for disciplinary 
action

Thurston Hall
01/19/13 – 9:07 p.m.
Case closed
UPD detected a suspicious 
odor and questioned 
a male subject as he 
exited a nearby room. 
Housing staff was notified, 
and an administrative 
search yielded 3.4 
grams of marijuana and 
paraphernalia.

–Referred for disciplinary 
action

drug Law VioLatioN/
weapoNs VioLatioN
Thurston Hall
01/19/13 – 4:31 p.m.
Case closed
UPD responded to a report 
of a suspicious odor. An 
administrative search 
of the male subjects’ 
room yielded 2 grams of 
marijuana, paraphernalia 
and a stun gun.

–Referred for disciplinary 
action

simpLe assauLt
600 block of 23rd Street
01/20/13 – 12:10 a.m.
A student reported that 
he was punched by an 
unknown male who then 
ran away. He was taken to 
the GW Hospital for minor 
injuries.

–Case open

–Compiled by Aaron 
Goodtree

A group of research-
ers from GW’s graduate 
education school will soon 
know if sweeping reforms 
taking place across the Dis-
trict's public school system 
are working.

This spring, the team 
will investigate teacher 
and classroom quality in a 
school district that typical-
ly ranks among the nation's 
worst. Researchers will 
seek answers to questions 
regarding student access 
to high-quality facilities, 
the equability of funds as-
signed to schools and stu-
dent safety.

“This could be truly 
transformative, not just 
in the sense of... provid-
ing something to the city, 
which everybody tells us 
is long overdue,” Gradu-
ate School of Education 
and Human Development 
Dean Michael Feuer said, 
“but it could be transfor-
mative in the sense of how 
to organize policy research 
[to improve] a place like an 
urban school district.”

GSEHD's evaluation is 
mandated under the city’s 
2007 education reform bill, 
which requires an indepen-
dent look as to whether 
schools are advancing.

The reforms were led by 
then chancellor of schools 
Michelle Rhee – the light-
ning rod leader who closed 
campuses, instituted stan-
dardized tests and forced 

the resignations of hun-
dreds of teachers.

GSEHD’s role in the 
D.C. Education Consor-
tium on Research and Eval-
uation will help expand 
the school’s research repu-
tation, said Feuer, who is 
leading the college’s team, 
along with four other pro-
fessors. The group also in-
cludes educational policy 
partners from across the 
District, like RAND Corpo-
ration and American Insti-
tutes for Research.

“For GW, this is an op-
portunity to have a role 
in the city which would 
be very, very special,” he 
said. “What we’re doing is 
capitalizing on our advan-
tages as a research institute 
to actually build a bridge 

between research practice, 
and to contribute some-
thing to the city.”

Mayor Vincent Gray, 
who became mayor in 2011, 
ousted Rhee but kept the 
reforms intact. 

Since then, the District 
has seen improvements. 
Forty-six percent of stu-
dents earned proficient 
scores in math this year – a 
huge jump from the 28 per-
cent of students who were 
up to par in 2007.

But David Pickens, ex-
ecutive director of the ad-
vocacy group D.C. School 
Reform Now, said evalua-
tions like D.C. Ed-CORE are 
needed to provide a com-
prehensive look at the law. 

“We need to be looking at 
this objectively, and be look-

ing at the results,” he said, 
adding that emotion and ad-
vocacy wars are usually tied 
in with people’s opinions on 
the reform. “The adult role 
in this is really to help the 
best and the brightest.”

The consortium is cur-
rently evaluating a reform 
that brought special edu-
cation students studying 
at private schools on the 
city’s bill back into public 
schools. With a grant from 
the National Science Foun-
dation, researchers are also 
conducting a study on the 
effectiveness of science, 
technology, engineering 
and math courses – regard-
ed as gateways into the job 
market for students who 
excel at them.

Other school districts 
like those in Chicago and 
Baltimore have also leaned 
on consortia partnered 
with universities to evalu-
ate their school systems. 

Brenda Turnbull, co-
founder of Policy Studies 
Associates, one of the or-
ganizations involved in the 
consortium, said that D.C. 
Ed-CORE could be a mod-
el because the District’s 
school system garners na-
tional attention.  

“Things that are done in 
D.C. around school gover-
nance normally do get a lot 
of visibility and influence 
on the national scene, so 
bringing together good in-
formation about strengths 
and weaknesses of the re-
forms is going to be [very] 
important,” she said. u

CRIME LOG

HatCHet fiLe pHoto
Michael Feuer, dean of the Graduate School of Education and Human Development, will help steer a consortium of groups around D.C. to 
evaluate the success of the city's 2007 education reforms. The dramatic upping of standards sparked debate across the country.

education researchers take on reform

The GW School of Busi-
ness will launch a new fi-
nance degree next fall that 
will cut the number of core 
requirements for under-
graduates, creating time for 
students to double major in 
fields outside of the college.

Students would be able 
to earn a bachelor of sci-
ence in finance for the first 
time if the Board of Trustees 
approves the degree next 
month. Currently, students 
interested in the field must 
complete a bachelor’s in 
business administration with 
a concentration in finance, 
which adds extra general re-
quirements. 

The change is the first re-
sult of administrators’ efforts 
to add flexibility to the cur-
riculum, allowing students 
to broaden their education 
with humanities courses or 
gain an edge in the job mar-
ket with more economics or 
math classes.

Currently, business stu-
dents’ four years are packed 
with requirements, making 
it difficult to double ma-
jor in a field outside of that 
school. The new degree slices 
the number of general busi-
ness administration courses 
finance students must take 
from 13 to three.

“We want [students] to 
have experience outside the 
business school and be able 
to do whatever they want to 

do,” assistant finance profes-
sor Min Hwang, who helped 
craft the new degree, said.

He said the school will 
only require students to 
concentrate in fields they 
prefer, leaving more time to 
take classes in other schools. 
The marketing department, 
which has 165 majors, could 
be next to start its own spe-
cialized degree, he added.

Finance is the school’s larg-
est undergraduate concentra-

tion, comprising 240 students.
Business school faculty 

“almost unanimously” ap-
proved the 60-credit bachelor 
of science in finance degree 
at a meeting in December, 
Hwang said. 

He said some hesitation 
from faculty revolved around 
whether students would 
want the degree instead of 
the traditional bachelor’s of 
business administration. The 
school will test the degree 

with about 30 interested stu-
dents next fall, Hwang said.

Hwang said he did not 
formally solicit student opin-
ion before recommending 
the change.

Matt Guarnaccia, a soph-
omore business major con-
centrating in finance, said the 
new degree was alluring and 
may seem more “legitimate” 
to potential employers.

“Being a finance major 
gives you a more solid educa-

tional background in finance 
than a business major concen-
trating in finance,” he said.

Enxhi Xhoxhi, a junior 
business major concentrat-
ing in finance, added that 
she felt the current slate of 
requirements has too much 
structure.

"College is supposed to be 
about having choices and get-
ting exposed to new topics," 
she said. "Personally, I really 
enjoy economics and would 

have liked the opportunity to 
take more economics courses 
and less general business ad-
ministration courses."

It is fairly common for 
business schools to offer B.S. 
degrees in finance. Schools 
like American, George Ma-
son and Syracuse universi-
ties already grant them.

Robert Van Order, finance 
department chair, trumpeted 
the change, but said the B.S. 
degree will also add classes 
with more technical and 
math skills for students, 
which could be a potential 
turn-off.

“Students have to think 
first what they want to take. 
Not everyone will want to 
take the B.S. degree – in fact, 
maybe most won’t at first,” 
he said. “There’s a lot of 
work going into how to make 
a business degree work [and] 
balancing getting a job with a 
broad-based education.”  

The academic focus falls 
in line with Dean Doug 
Guthrie’s drive for the school 
to integrate humanities and 
social sciences into students’ 
business education. The 
school has delayed the cur-
riculum reform, pushing im-
plementation dates back sev-
eral times over the past two 
years as administrative posts 
in the office of undergradu-
ate programs have shuffled 
and gone vacant.

Isabelle Bajeux-Besnain-
ou, who became associate 
dean for undergraduate pro-
grams last May, said it would 
be “premature” for her to 
discuss the degree because 
of the need for the board’s 
approval.

–Mary Sette and 
Cory Weinberg contributed 

to this report.

GW’s fall abroad commu-
nity will no longer require par-
ticipants to be housed together, 
hoping to drum up participa-
tion as it braces for a campus 
housing crunch next year.

The Focus on Fall Abroad 
Community, which offers tu-
ition breaks, priority regis-
tration and Amsterdam Hall 
quads for students who travel 
to GW programs during the 
study abroad off-season, will 
allow students to pick their 
own apartment or residence 
hall for the first time.

The program launched 
in 2005 with 16 students to 
help balance the number of 
students who go abroad in 
the fall and spring. Participa-
tion soared, and now includes 
GW-hosted programs in Eu-
rope and Latin America.

But since 2009, growth has 
slowed. As of last week, appli-
cations are on target to rise just 
above last year's 281-student 
high. The deadline for the pro-
gram is Feb. 6.

Study abroad adviser and 
FOFAC coordinator Anna Lev-
inger said she hopes the chang-
es will entice students who had 
plans to live off-campus or with 
friends in another dorm.

“I think it’s a big change 
for us, but I think it also has 
the potential to be a very posi-
tive change because it means 

we can include so many more 
students in the community,” 
Levinger said.

Space in residence halls 
will be tighter next semester 
when GW starts construction 
on the 800-bed superdorm, tak-
ing three underclassman halls 
off the grid. With some sopho-
mores moving into Amsterdam 
Hall to ease the crunch, FOFAC 
will only be allotted about 200 
beds in the typically junior and 
senior hall. 

Instead, GW Housing 
Programs will offer “spring 
only” housing in any hall. 
Students can also choose to 
live off campus.

The live-in program in Am-
sterdam Hall will still be avail-
able for interested students, 
along with $1,500 in program 
savings and early registration.  

Director of GW Hous-
ing Programs Seth Weinshel 
agreed that the switch will give 
the University more flexibility 
and help students coming back 
from abroad or other semesters 
away from GW. 

He said students will be 
able to stop worrying about 
applying for housing or being 
paired with students whom 
they don’t know.

“We want to try and reach 
every student so each can ul-
timately be happy and com-
fortable in their assignment. 
It will ultimately make them 
a more successful student,” 
Weinshel said. u

GW nixes fall abroad
housing requirement
by CHLoe sorViNo
Assistant News Editor

Business school adds specialized finance degree

JordaN emoNt | pHoto editor
Junior Enxhi Xhoxhi, a business major concentrating in finance, said she would have jumped at the opportunity to work toward a new bachelor 
of science in finance degree. The school's rigid curriculum for undergraduates now limits students from seeking other fields, she said. 

by asHa omeLiaN
Hatchet Reporter

by mary eLLeN mCiNtire
Hatchet Staff Writer

"Things that are done in D.C. around 
school governance normally do get a 
lot of visibility and influence on the 
national scene, so bringing together 

good information about strengths and 
weaknesses of the reforms is going to 

be [very] important."
BRENDA TURNBALL

Co-founder
Policy Study Associates

Officials tout 
flexibility as part 
of new curriculum
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Opinions
Leading the path to 

sustainability

 Staff Editorial

When I ran for Student As-
sociation president last year, I 
promised all of you that I would 
fight to get more student space 
on campus, because I believe 
that our community can be en-
hanced by giving students more 
places to study and more space 
to excel as leaders.

Last semester, the SA sub-
mitted a proposal to the admin-
istration that evaluated existing 
space available to students on 
campus. It called for a variety of 
changes, like keeping academic 
buildings open for 24 hours and 
keeping J Street open on the 
weekends, in addition to fixing 
deteriorating amenities in resi-
dence halls and converting open 
townhouses to student spaces.

In response, the University 
extended the number of hours 
Duques and Funger halls would 
remain open for students and 
eliminated the technology fee. 
But administrators were hesi-
tant to address future plans, like 
adding student representatives 
to planning committees for up-
coming building projects and 
repurposing the Marvin Center 
third floor terrace into an in-
door space.

Our past proposal and the 
results showcase what we can 
achieve in working with the 
University. However, the GW 
community still lacks a sense 
of unity. We lack a central place 
to hang out and meet. I want to 
change that.

Over the next two weeks, 
the SA will launch a petition 
for more student space on cam-
pus. I plan on taking that peti-
tion to the Board of Trustees to 
convince them that our entire 
student body is unified on this 
issue. We need your help. If we 
speak with one voice, our voice 

will be heard.
Over the past month, the SA 

has put together a proposal to 
convert the third floor terrace of 
the Marvin Center into an indoor 
space that allows for students 

to collaborate. The new space 
would include areas for stu-
dents to study, as well as space 
for organizations to meet and 
collaborate. This space would 
include a coffee shop, a gradu-
ate student lounge and flexible 
meeting rooms that could easily 
be converted to study spaces – 
all open 24 hours and containing 
GW branding. Our proposal also 
suggests incorporating student 
space into Square 77A, the plot 
that will turn into a mega-dorm 
combining The Schenley, The 
West End and Crawford Hall, 
featuring another eatery option 
and a lounge atmosphere.

Our school has less student 

space than many of the institu-
tions GW considers its peers.

I looked at numerous other 
universities and found that 
within the past eight years, New 
York, Boston and Tulane univer-
sities have renovated their stu-
dent centers. GW, on the other 
hand, has only added more ad-
ministrative space.

As a Colonial, the highlights 
of my GW experience revolve 
around the student organiza-
tions with which I’ve been in-
volved, as I am sure is the case 
with many of you. But the hun-
dreds of student groups here 
only share a small space: one 
floor of offices in the Marvin 
Center and two floors in the 
Marvin Center for meeting space 
to study, outside of Gelman and 
Eckles libraries. When you think 
about the number of buildings 
on campus and the number of 
student organizations, it’s mind-
boggling that we only have two 
floors for meetings.

With this expansion propos-
al, we have an opportunity to re-
define our identity as a student 
body. We have an opportunity 
to expand our student program-
ming. We have the opportunity 
to be pioneers of student space. 
We have an opportunity to make 
a better GW.

I’m writing this letter be-
cause I need your help. To con-
vince the administration that 
we need more space, we need to 
come together as a student body 
and rally behind this idea. This 
is our chance to make history 
as a student body. This is our 
chance to leave a lasting impact 
that will affect future students 
at GW and make this institution 
a better place.
—The writer is the president of the 

Student Association.

Imagine attending your first lec-
ture of the semester. But instead 
of meeting in Duques Hall, it 
met on Fedex Field – the Red-

skins stadium. From your seat in the 
upper deck, you’d probably have to 
squint at the 50-yard line just to see 
the professor below.

And while no university offers 
lectures in football stadiums, with 
all the hype surrounding large-scale 
online courses, class sizes are grow-
ing exponentially.

In reality, students are spread 
out across the globe, sitting behind 
computer screens and watching a 
professor thousands of miles away 
explain the intricacies of the hu-
man body or the complexity of a 
line of poetry. 

Elite universities are launch-
ing these kinds of free, non-credit, 
large-scale online courses to make 
educational opportunities available 
to anyone with Internet access.

But there are substantial prob-
lems with massive open online 
courses. When you have thou-
sands of students packed into one 
course, how do you make sure 
anyone's actually learning? The 
truth is, higher education experts 
haven’t fully figured out how to do 
that without disrupting or jeopar-
dizing other important aspects of 
the classroom experience.

The American Council on Edu-
cation is in the midst of conducting 
a study of Coursera courses to de-
termine whether or not they should 
be offered for credit. In the mean-
time, it remains unclear whether or 
not they are comparable to actual 
college-level courses. 

Free online courses democratize 
education by reaching students who 
wouldn’t otherwise have access to a 
college classroom – a noble goal.

But I am skeptical. And I’m 
not alone.

The dean of the Columbian Col-
lege of Arts and Sciences Peg Bar-
ratt told The Hatchet on Jan. 21 that 
she fears that open online courses 
lack the benefits of teacher-student 
relationships.

“We in Columbian College 
spend a lot of time building the part-
nerships between students and our 
faculty, and you’ve had a lot of small 
classes where that is possible and 
you’ve gotten to know your profes-
sors,” she said.

Barratt is tapping into some-
thing that often goes overlooked in 
conversations about these big online 
courses. She argues that what is lost 
in free online courses is the ability to 
speak directly with the professor – to 
have a one-on-one conversation in 
person. The online platform makes 
it virtually impossible for a student 
to ask a direct question.

If a student is struggling and 
falling behind in a course, a profes-
sor is there to answer questions and 
guide him or her through the diffi-
cult material or meet outside of class 
for additional help. The professor is 
a resource students can depend on, 
but in an online platform, that reli-
ability just isn’t there.

A professor's job is to be some-
one students can look to for help 
when they’re confused or lost on a 
concept. But instead of helping to 
resolve the issue, free online courses 
actually exasperate this problem.

The best classes I’ve taken in col-
lege have been those with the few-
est number of students. Unlike your 
typical lecture courses, smaller class-
es allow you to actually get to know 
your professor. 

And while I’m skeptical about 
free online courses and their role 
in the future of higher education, 
I appreciate the debate they have 
sparked among the higher educa-
tion community. It forces profes-
sors, students and administrators 
to reconsider what they believe to 
be the most beneficial approach to 
teaching and asks people to ques-
tion what they think is most inte-
gral to a college education.

—The writer, a senior majoring in 
English, is The Hatchet’s opinions editor.

University President Steven 
Knapp has made environmental is-
sues a priority. And as a result of his 
efforts, the University was ranked 
No. 27 in Sierra Magazine’s “Coolest 
Schools,” sustainability list in 2012, a 
sharp improvement from 2009, when 
GW was ranked No. 81.

In the long run, GW is hoping 
to to cut carbon emissions 40 per-
cent by 2040.

But GW has hit some roadblocks 
in its stride for environmental sta-
bility. 

The eco-challenge, a campus-
wide competition that measures 
how much water and electricity 
residence halls consume through-
out the year, has failed to reduce 
consumption of either.

Nineteen of the 30 halls that 
took part in this year’s competition 
actually used more energy than the 
year before. 

In the past semester, 13 resi-
dence halls increased their water 
usage. City Hall increased its water 
use by 100 percent and Philip Am-
sterdam Hall's increased by more 
than 150 percent.

A residence hall only needs one 
person to commit to entering the 
building in the challenge. But many 
students do not even know what the 
eco-challenge is.

Sending students a few emails 
about the eco-challenge is not enough 
to encourage participation. And even 
if they do know about the challenge, 
it's clear that they don't care.

GW needs to better incentivize 
the eco-challenge to attract active 
participants. Due to the sheer size of 
the University and the overall lack of 
spirit on campus, pitting residence 
halls against one another produces 
dismal results. 

One way to make the competition 
more effective is to make it smaller. 
Instead of a campus-wide challenge, 
each individual residence hall could 
have an internal competition. Halls 
could then set a goal each semester 
for water and energy usage.

Other schools have similar eco-
challenges, but they are organized 
differently to draw more participa-
tion. For example, in addition to 
their school-wide competition, In-
diana University at Bloomington es-
tablished a floor-by-floor challenge 
in which the students who live in the 
most sustainable room win a prize. 
This is a system GW should look to 
adopt.

Students who live on campus 
pay flat rates for their housing. This 
means they don’t receive an electric 
bill every month, and they don’t 
pay more when they use excessive 
amounts of water and electricity. 
As a result, students are unaware of 
how much they are consuming – and 
the University should work harder 
to educate them in this regard.

House proctors could also get 
involved by encouraging students to 
conserve and could also post regu-
lar updates on energy and water 
consumption in building lobbies to 
make students aware of their status 
and progress.

Of course, responsibility does not 
exclusively lie with the administra-
tion. As students, it should be our pri-
ority to focus on using only as much 
water and electricity as needed. Exces-
sive energy and water use is harmful 
to the environment, and we must take 
it upon ourselves to be more con-
scious about the adverse effects of our 
actions, eco-challenge or not.  

In President Barack Obama’s 
second inaugural address Monday, 
he outlined the importance of going 
green. 

“The path towards sustainable 
energy sources will be long and 
sometimes difficult,” he said. “But 
America cannot resist this transition. 
We must lead it.” 

Obama is right: Going green is 
not an easy task, and students are 
clearly resisting GW's effort. But the 
onus is on both administrators and 
students.

Patrick
Rochelle

Opinions Editor

Op-ed
Ashwin Narla

Our chance to make a lasting impact

Don't forget your flu shot
by Amanda Kay Online 

courses leave 
much to be 

desired

However, the GW 
community still 
lacks a sense of 

unity. We lack 
a central place 
to hang out and 
meet. I want to 

change that.

GW needs to better 
incentivize the 
eco-challenge 

and attract active 
participants. 
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As offers to partner with 
Latin American colleges 
pour in, GW’s study abroad 
office has targeted the boom-
ing region as its next area of 
growth.

Director of Study Abroad 
Rob Hallworth said GW will 
look to add more programs 
in countries like Brazil, – 
which boasts the world’s 
third-largest economy – as 
the country attempts to bol-
ster the talent pool of its fu-
ture workforce.

GW launched its first 
exchange program in the 
country this fall, sending 
one student to Rio De Ja-
neiro and welcoming its first 
Brazilian student to GW. An 
additional 50 students have 
studied abroad in Brazil in 
the last four years through 
other programs.

The University is spread-
ing its reach across the con-
tinent. It launched an inter-
national business program 
in Buenos Aires, Argentina, 
this fall, drawing about a 
dozen students. In the last 
four years, about 200 un-
dergraduates have studied 
abroad in Argentina.

Study abroad adviser 
Lauren Beilin said GW’s 
Chile program, which drew 
eight students last fall, is 
less popular.

“Latin America is an at-
tractive study abroad loca-
tion for students willing to 
go further outside of their 
comfort zone,” Beilin said. 
“There are more opportu-
nities in Latin America for 
students to immerse them-
selves in the local culture, 

since these programs tend to 
emphasize the importance 
of breaking out of the Amer-
ican bubble.”

Beilin added that most 
students who study abroad 
in Latin America live with 
host families, instead of 
dorms or apartments, which 
allows them to “engage on a 
deeper level with the local 
culture.”

The expansion comes as 
GW plans to pump between 
$5 and $15 million over the 
next decade into its study 
abroad program, according 
to the strategic plan draft re-
leased in October.

The increase in Brazil-
ian exchanges, Hallworth 
said, stems from a measure 
passed by its government 
that handed out 75,000 
scholarships for students to 
study abroad. Similar pro-
grams in Chile and El Salva-
dor are slated to pass in the 
next several years.

“The Brazilian govern-
ment made a large invest-
ment in trying to get kids 
into STEM fields,” Hall-
worth said.

Study abroad adviser 
Anna Levinger added that 
she pushes students to 
choose destinations out-
side of their comfort zones, 
which tend to include West-
ern European countries. 

“We certainly want to 
see students going to non-
traditional places,” Levinger 
said.

Chronicle for Higher 
Education reporter Karin 
Fischer, who covers foreign 
education issues, compared 
Brazil to China five or 10 
years ago because of its 
growing economic and glob-

al importance.
“Slowly, students are 

looking more and more at 
countries that seem like they 
have a growing importance 
in the world,” Fischer said.

She added that fall-
out from the 2008 financial 
downturn has prompted 
students to look closer at 
Latin American programs.

“When the economy is 

a little tighter, students and 
families take a closer look at 
Latin America,” Fischer said. 
“The countries are Span-
ish speaking [and] close to 
America, but cheaper than 
Spain.”

Nationally, about 15 per-
cent of all undergraduate 
students who study abroad 
go to a Latin American 
country, according to a 2012 

report compiled by the Insti-
tute of International Educa-
tion.

Students have long trav-
eled to the region through 
other companies, like IES 
Abroad. Senior Emily Rus-
sel spent time in Argentina 
with IES Abroad last spring 
semester. She lived with a 
widowed 70-year old, learn-
ing Spanish by spending 

time together and sharing 
meals every night.

“I wanted to learn Span-
ish, but I wanted to go some-
where new,” Russel said.

But she was disappoint-
ed that she was constantly 
surrounded by American 
students in her program. She 
said she opted to take an art 
course at a local university 
to meet more locals. u

Study abroad office eyes Latin America for expansion
by chloé sorviNo
Assistant News Editor

jordaN emoNt | photo editor
The obelisk in the center of Buenos Aires, Argentina is a major site in the booming Latin American city. It was constructed to 
commemorate the nation's centennial. 

cycle and a long day of wait-
ing outside in the frigid cold 
for Obama's second oath 
into office at the U.S. Capitol 
building.

The crowd was vast and 
– like in 2009 – it formed ear-
ly, though it was filled with 
nearly 1 million people, as 
opposed to the 2 million spec-
tators four years ago. Thou-
sands braved the 30-degree 
chill, marching three miles to 
the viewing grounds before 
the Metro opened stations at 4 
a.m. Crowds shuffled through 
chaotic lines and security offi-
cers, carrying hot drinks and 
sandwiches to bear the bitter 
cold morning.

To pass time until 
Obama’s oath, some spec-
tators rested on whatever 

ground they could find or 
played cards with friends.

After the swearing-in 
ceremony and inaugural 
address, in which Obama 
stressed the need for national 
equality, students headed 
back to campus for power-
naps and pregames before 
GW’s inaugural ball. 

Draped in a flowing satin 
gown and taking a break from 
swing dancing, junior Zahava 
Eytan said she enjoyed learn-
ing the steps to songs like The 
Flamingo’s “Only Have Eyes 
for You” and Frank Sinatra’s 
“New York, New York.”

Physics professor Allena 
Opper, who listened to the 
band from a candlelit table 
with her husband, said she 
had attended black tie events 
before, but “nothing like 
this.”

“My favorite part is see-
ing the students get up and 
try the old dances,” Opper 

said.
The four-hour event 

ended promptly. Students 
couldn’t purchase drink tick-
ets past 11 p.m., and the buf-
fets, lined with pot stickers, 
fruit, skewers and hummus, 
were cleared out by 11:30 
p.m. By midnight, the night’s 
scheduled end-time, the coa-
troom line had already over-
flowed into the hallway, and 
students congregated outside 
to snag spots on shuttles back 
to campus.

Freshman Kait Haire, 
dressed in a lace BCBG dress, 
said she would be sad to 
leave.

“This is a thousand times 
better than I could have ex-
pected – the closest thing 
I’ve ever attended like this 
is prom, and that’s nowhere 
near this,” Haire said.

–Brianna Gurciullo, Julia 
Alderman and Allison Kowalski 

contributed to this report.

definition of burglary, which 
involves a theft with proof 
of forced or illegal entry.

Drug law violations rose 
by about 15 percent to 124 
cases, up from 108 cases. 
Liquor law violations in-
creased only slightly, to 535 
incidents in 2012.

Hay declined to com-
ment on the increase in drug 
law violations, but credited 

the increase in alcohol vio-
lations to “the increased 
presence of police and edu-
cation and awareness pro-
grams.” He also declined 
to comment on whether his 
police force could stem the 
increase in alcohol and drug 
violations on a college cam-
pus.

Liquor law violations 
rose by 22 percent in 2011 
compared to the previous 
year, following the launch 
of the University’s Be Wiser 
campaign, which promotes 
responsible drinking prac-

tices.
University officials pre-

viously credited increases 
in alcohol violations and al-
cohol-related EMeRG trans-
ports to changes in disci-
plinary policy. Under GW's 
amnesty policy, students 
transported to the hospital 
due to alcohol intoxication 
will not be marked on their 
disciplinary records after 
their first violation. Stu-
dents who call in for help 
when a friend is intoxicated 
are also not charged with 
violations. u

2007 report compiled by the 
University. The report also 
says the school's purpose is to 
increase rigor for GW’s pro-
fessional education programs 
by improving technology and 
evaluations of part-time fac-
ulty.

“[The college was] 
meant to be agile and quick-
moving, and we were cre-
ated to fill those academic 
needs in the marketplace,” 
Associate Dean for New 
Initiatives Toni Marsh said. 
“We’re different from the 
rest of the University...in 
that we do look at the mar-
ketplace and respond to the 
marketplace."

Offering mostly night 
and online classes to work-
ing adults, the college is 
also cheap to run. It relies 
mostly on adjunct profes-
sors – who are paid far less 
than full-time faculty – and 
enjoys low overhead costs 
from off-campus classroom 
sites in Alexandria, Va. and 
Ashburn, Va.

With swelling enroll-

ment and low costs, tu-
ition revenue has steadily 
climbed. A seven-month 
master's program in parale-
gal studies, which earned a 
national award for being a 
top online adult education 
program two years ago, 
costs students about $10,000 
for 14 credits.

The school, led by Dean 
Ali Eskandarian, has looked 
to emerging fields to help 
professionals develop new 
skills and bolster their cre-
dentials. 

Take the college’s next 
offering: a master’s degree 
in patent practice. The pro-
gram is a response to the 
2011 America Invents Act, 
which has created a “first-
to-file” system and has the 
U.S. Patent and Trade Of-
fice scrambling to address 
a backlog in patent applica-
tions.

The law has created the 
need for patent expertise – a 
void the school hopes to fill. 
Jack Prostko, the school’s 
associate dean for learning 
and faculty development, 
said the patent program 
was the latest illustration of 
the college’s flexibility and 
revenue-producing poten-

tial. 
“I think that was part 

of the reason the college 
was set up this way – so we 
could respond quickly and 
latch on to market needs 
and make money for the 
University,” Prostko said. 

The College of Profes-
sional Studies' programs 
accepted the vast majority 
of applicants who applied 
last year, according to an 
internal document obtained 
by The Hatchet. 

Out of the 859 applica-
tions the college received 
for the summer and fall of 
2012, it denied 94 of them 
– an 89 percent acceptance 
rate. The year before, it ac-
cepted 87.5 percent of ap-
plicants.

All nine applicants who 
sought admission to the 
master’s landscape design 
program last fall were ad-
mitted. 

The college also houses 
the Graduate School of Po-
litical Management, which 
offers master’s degrees to 
politicos and public rela-
tions professionals. Only 
one out of the 23 applicants 
to the school’s legislative 
affairs program last year 

was denied.
The college is far less 

selective than the Universi-
ty's other graduate schools. 
The GW School of Busi-
ness accepted 47.7 percent 
of its M.B.A. students last 
year. The Graduate School 
of Education and Human 
Development accepted 70.6 
percent of master ’s appli-
cants. 

Marsh said the school’s 
“healthy acceptance rate” 
stems from working adults 
who self-select programs.

“Students applying 
to graduate programs are 
in a far different position 
than those applying to un-
dergraduate programs,” 
she said. “Grad applicants 
are older and more expe-
rienced, and they choose 
programs more realistically. 
They look for programs that 
will further their specific 
goals and in which they are 
likely to succeed.”

Other schools of profes-
sional studies have similar 
admissions processes, said 
George Calderaro, a spokes-
man for Columbia Univer-
sity’s School of Continuing 
Education. He declined to 
provide the school’s selec-

tivity rates, but added that 
applicants there “self-se-
lect” like at GW.

“They apply after an ex-
tensive application process 
to determine the likelihood 
of their success of our pro-
grams,” he said. “A lot of 
people drop out [from the 
admissions process] or ex-
clude themselves.”

The school has contin-
ued to pump out new pro-
grams over the last few 
years, including a bach-
elor’s degree completion 
program for professionals 
wanting to enter biotech-
nology and a master’s in 
public leadership. 

It moves quicker to 
build new programs than 
most other schools at GW. 
CPS only requires a green 
light from its dean’s council 
to get a program proposal to 
the provost’s desk – unlike 
other colleges, which often 
need approval from depart-
ments or the entire faculty 
body, Forrest Maltzman, 
GW’s senior vice provost 
for academic affairs and 
planning, said in an email.

Before programs launch, 
administrators create de-
gree proposals with projec-

tions on graduate job rates 
and academic goals. Marsh 
said she scoured job listings 
for patent processors to 
match course offerings with 
the skills employers seek.

Financial aid is rare 
because the college’s off-
campus programs does not 
receive centralized schol-
arship funding from the 
University, Rachel Venez-
ian, the college’s director 
for business planning and 
analysis said.

She said the school’s 
mission is larger: filling 
worker demands by provid-
ing an array of degrees.

“CPS does not develop 
programs as easy revenue 
streams,” she said. “Rather, 
programs are developed 
according to the larger re-
gional or national needs of 
the workforce.”

Venezian declined to 
disclose revenue growth for 
CPS, adding that it makes 
up “a small piece of the 
University’s larger budget.”  
The University counted 
about $570 million in net tu-
ition revenue overall in its 
operating budget last year.

–Lauren Grady 
contributed to this report. 
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Spots on the National Mall filled quickly as thousands packed the grounds in front of the U.S. 
Capitol building Monday for President Barack Obama's second inauguration
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As the dust settled from 
last year’s conference re-
alignment, it seemed the 
Atlantic 10 was established 
in a position of unique 
strength. Though Temple 
and Charlotte announced 
impending departures, the 
additions of VCU and But-
ler made the league one of 
the few to get stronger amid 
the shuffle.

Then, the December 
announcement that seven 
schools – the “Catholic 7” – 
would leave the Big East to 
form their own conference 
introduced new speculation 
into the shifting landscape 
of collegiate sports. There's 
a possibility that various 
A-10 schools, including But-
ler, Dayton, Saint Louis and 
Xavier, may leave the confer-
ence to join the Catholic 7.

But athletic director 
Patrick Nero is preaching 
patience. Though the fu-
ture seems uncertain, he 
acknowledged, the A-10’s 
history, combined with its 
recent improvements, is 
proof that the league won’t 
take a realignment hit.

“Historically, this has 
been kind of part of the fab-
ric of the Atlantic 10 if you 
look through the past thirty 
years,” Nero said. “Some-
times they left one at a time, 
two at a time, three at a 
time. What the Atlantic 10 
has always done really well 
has been to be prepared 
when a member leaves, 
we’ve been ready to act and 
act quickly.”

Nero said he has been 
in touch with athletic direc-
tors from some schools that 
could be affected by the 
Catholic 7 announcement, 
he said, and added that ul-

timately, the decision will 
come down to the attributes 
they decide are most at-
tractive for their programs. 
Everything from television 
markets, religious affilia-
tions and geographic loca-
tion could come into play, 
he said.

But the tone of the dis-
cussions among members of 
the A-10 is not one of panic, 
Nero said. While he pointed 
out that all talks are “pure 
speculation,” at least un-
til further announcements 
are made, he said that the 
league is preparing for “five 
or six different scenarios," 
depending on the amount 
and location of schools that 
could depart the league.

The recent searches that 
resulted in the additions of 
VCU and Butler are a boon, 
Nero added, because other 
schools that could have gar-
nered an invitation during 
that process remain attrac-
tive options for the league.

“I do think that you will 
see a pretty quick reaction 
on behalf of the Atlantic 10 
to say, 'we’re ready,' because 
we’ve been very proactive 
in our planning,” Nero said. 
“There’s always a chance we 
could add somebody prior 
to the Catholic 7 making 
their announcement. That’s 
always a possibility. It just 
depends on their timing.”

University President 
Steven Knapp, who serves 
as chair of the Atlantic 10 
Conference Council of Pres-
idents, also chairs a mem-
bership expansion commit-
tee, which combines various 
league athletic directors and 
presidents. While the group 
stopped meeting after the 
additions of VCU and But-
ler, Nero said discussions 
have picked up again in 
the wake of the Big East an-

nouncement. 
Nero said he and Knapp 

are frequently in contact 
with A-10 commissioner 
Bernadette McGlade as well 
as other members of the 
group. Knapp added that 
the full council of presi-
dents meets twice a year, 
but communicates by tele-
phone “whenever there is a 
need for a quick decision,” 
and said he was in “regular 
contact” with McGlade.

“We will continue to 
evaluate potential new 

members, as we were al-
ready doing before the Big 
East voted to dissolve it-
self,” Knapp said. “In this 
ongoing evaluation, we 
will continue to focus on 
universities that share both 
our strong commitment to 
intercollegiate athletics and 
our academic values.”

Both Nero and Knapp 
feel the A-10 is prepared to 
address whatever changes 
may come its way. Patience 
is needed as the conference 
and its fans wait for further 

announcements to be made, 
Nero pointed out, but he 
said the league remains an 
attractive package, boosted 
by a lucrative new media 
rights deal and the men’s 
basketball championship 
tournament’s move to the 
Barclays Center. 

The shake-up could, too, 
end in a stronger A-10, like 
the 21-team league ESPN 
speculated about amid the 
Catholic 7’s announcement.

“I think we’ve also 
learned to be patient, so 

if we lose two or three, it 
may take time. We might 
drop down a little bit as a 
conference. But we’ve al-
ways been able to recover, 
so I think, from our stand-
point, we will have to make 
sure we continue to do the 
things we’ve always done,” 
Nero said. “No other non- 
football-sponsored-confer-
ence has had the history 
the Atlantic 10 has in re-
gards to being successful 
in the [NCAA] basketball 
tournament.”u

Nero preaches patience amid Big East shake-up
by ElizabETh TrayNOr
Sports Editor
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Athletic director Patrick Nero speaks at a press conference earlier this year.  In light of the potential conference shake up, Nero 
emphasized the A-10's ability to respond quickly.

Wednesday night, the 
Colonials learned just how 
frustrating a win can be.

A frustrating win is one 
with 19 ties and 20 lead 
changes. It’s one with nearly 
identical field goal percent-
ages, turnovers and assists. 
It’s one where a team just 
clears the 50 percent bench-
mark in its free throw shoot-
ing.

As GW walked off the 
court with its narrow 66-65 
victory, completing a New 
England sweep for the sea-
son, the team had learned 
that a win can often be as 
maddening as a loss. But the 
end result feels a lot sweeter.

“That was a little uneasy. 
We felt like we should have 
won by  a lot more. They 
were at home, so that was a 
big thing for them, but I’m 
glad we stuck this one out,” 
freshman forward Joe Mc-
Donald said. “It feels good, 
because now we’re starting 
to win the close games and 
make the plays when we 
need it.”

Still, McDonald acknowl-
edged with a laugh, the team 
expects to hear about its 
free-throw shooting from 
head coach Mike Lonergan. 
The freshman added that he 
knows it’ll be a part of their 
next practice.

GW (9-9, 3-2 A-10) went 
12-for-24 from the charity 
stripe, including 5-for-12 in 

the second half alone. Had it 
sunk those free chances, the 
final margin of victory could 
have been a lot more com-
fortable.

“We left six straight 
points at the foul line in a 
close game, so that was kind 
of disappointing,” Lonergan 
said. “To be 5-for-12 in the 
second half, that was tough. 
That was how [Rhode Island] 
got back into the game.”

Presented with a shift-
ing Rhode Island offense 
that relied heavily on pick-
and-rolls, GW struggled to 
implement a consistent de-
fensive approach in the first. 
It switched from a man-to-
man into a zone, only to get 
attacked from beyond the 
perimeter.

The Rams stayed with 
the Colonials nearly every 
step of the way in the first: 
draining matching threes, 
nabbing identical steals, 
and taking trips to the line 
in pairs. The duality reflect-
ed in many categories of the 
stat sheet. The two teams 
shot almost the same in the 
first: 45.8 for GW, 45.5 for 
the Rams. And each strug-
gled from the line, though 
the Colonials were worse 
off, making just seven of 12 
chances.

“They get their guys to 
play hard, and they were 
all over Joe,” Lonergan said. 
“It’s just hard to get us in an 
offense because they were 
harassing him so much. But 
I thought he did a great job 

keeping his composure.”
The similarity between 

the two teams would remain 
over the rest of play. They 
would volley between silky 
treys and sloppy turnovers, 
between crushing defense 
and passes into the wrong 
hands.

GW shot 51 percent for 
the game, while the Rams 
tallied a field goal percentage 
of 50 percent. It was a tight 
contest, and the Colonials 
clung on with slightly better 
plan in the paint and on the 
glass. They nabbed a 34-25 
rebounding advantage, and 
outscored URI in the paint 
32-20.

“We definitely did a great 
job rebounding,” Lonergan 
said. “We got to the line – we 

just didn’t take advantage of 
it.”

But the Rams clung on, 
taking advantage of GW 
scoring slumps to go on runs 
of their own. With the Colo-
nials unable to take advan-
tage of their opportunities at 
the line, Rhode Island used 
its shooting to stay in the 
game.

Three-point shots were 
followed by long, athletic 
jumpers, the kind the GW 
zone couldn’t seem to stop 
from falling. Rams junior 
guard Xavier Munford was 
particularly dangerous, add-
ing 20 points, followed by 
senior forward Nikola Male-
sevic, who had 16.

“We just wanted to give 
them a lot of different looks. I 
think one of our main things 
is that we try not to let the 
best player beat us. Tonight, 
we didn’t do that great of a 
job,” McDonald said.

GW couldn’t quite match 
their output in a single 
shooter, but collectively, in-
dividual performances came 
together to keep the Colo-
nials in the game. Freshman 
forward Kevin Larsen added 
10 points, senior forward 
Isaiah Armwood had 13 and 
five boards and McDonald 
had 12 points and three as-
sists.

The Colonials’ bench was 
strong, posting a 21-6 points 
advantage on URI, a further 
sign of offensive growth that 
eluded the team earlier in the 
season.

“[Junior forward] Nem-
anja [Mikic] has been better. I 
thought he had a really good 
first half,” Lonergan said. 
“[Sophomore forward] John 
Kopriva, he missed some 
free throws, but he gave us a 
good boost. He got fouls on 
them, and they don’t play a 
lot of guys.”

And as the team braved 
the cold weather, heading 
back onto the bus in prepa-
ration for an early morning 
flight back to D.C., Lonergan 
stood in the bowels of the 
Ryan Center, contemplating 
the victory.

While it may have been a 
frustrating win, it was a resil-
ient one, he said. And some-
times, to a young team, that’s 
almost more important.

“On the road, it’s not 
easy. They’re coming off their 
best win they’ve had in may-
be two or three years at Saint 
Louis, so we knew they’d 
be ready to play,” Lonergan 
said.“ u

by ElizabETh TrayNOr
Sports Editor

ElizabETh TrayNOr | haTchET sTaff phOTOGraphEr
Sophomore forward John Kopriva goes up for a contested layup against a Rhode Island defender. Kopriva finished with three points on the game.

Colonials grab second narrow win at Rhode Island
mEN's baskETball | GW 66, URI 65
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Family history is typically 
passed down through stories 
and photographs. But for sopho-
more Sierra O’Mara Schwartz, it’s 
broadcast in movie theaters across 
the world. 

O’Mara Schwartz, a psychol-
ogy major from Cambridge, Mass. 
is the granddaughter of police ser-
geant John “Jack” O’Mara who is 
the main character in the action 
film “Gangster Squad.” She found 
herself at the center of a mini-
media blitz when she published a 
blog post that went viral on Reddit 
last week. 

“Gangster Squad,” released 
Jan. 11 claims to be a true-life tale 
of a secret police force tasked with 
quashing the mob king who con-
trolled late 1940s Los Angeles. Josh 
Brolin depicts O’Mara Schwartz’s 
grandfather.  

“I wanted everyone to know 
what an absolutely incredible 
man my grandfather was. I don’t 
want the media to portray him as 
anything else,” O’Mara Schwartz, 
a former Hatchet photographer, 
said. “He deserved to be remem-
bered as a cool guy and not as a 
gun-crazy man.”

O’Mara Schwartz said she was 
initially thrilled to see her grand-
father’s life on the big screen. In 
November she uploaded a film 
still to Facebook that depicts the 
four main characters – including 
O’Mara – walking from a blaze 
of fire. She captioned the photo: 
“Cool grandparents don’t look at 
explosions.” 

But after a trailer for the film 
that featured a movie theater shoo-
tout was hastily pulled following 
July’s shooting in Aurora, Colo., 
O’Mara Schwartz got nervous.

What stuck with her most was 
what seemed like an extremely 
embellished representation of 
violence that turned her beloved 
grandfather a villain. O’Mara 
Schwartz said she felt compelled 
to speak up about the man who 
her mother said only shot a gun 
once in his long career with the 
Los Angeles Police Department.

“That’s when I started realizing 
how violent the movie was going 
to be and how unlike my grand-
father’s real life it was going to 

be,” she said. “[That scene] made 
me feel very embarrassed for my 
grandfather [along with his col-
leagues] to be associated with such 
a heinous crime. It was a mess, and 
I think it said something about the 
movie.” 

She said the film was hard to 
watch and took to her personal 
blog to write a post discussing how 
the real O’Mara did not rely on vio-
lence to crack the case. Nine days 
later, she posted it on Reddit.com.

“I am the granddaughter of 
the main character in the movie 
Gangster Squad, John O’Mara. The 

movie butchered my grandfather’s 
life,” she wrote. “This is my story.” 

O’Mara Schwartz uploaded 
a link to her blog, not expecting 
that when she awoke, it would 
have 200,000 views. Her inbox was 
flooded with responses and re-
quests for more. 

She said she is using her “tiny 
amount of mini-influence” to pub-
lish a timely anti-gun violence 
message.

“My main message is that I 
think it’s a big shame that [the pro-
ducers] took such an interesting 
story about so many people that 

were brilliant and honorable cops 
who used their brains, ideas and 
strategies for good and instead 
thought that it was more appropri-
ate to picture them as these violent, 
aggressive people,” she said. 

Her mother, Martha O’Mara, 
said the film’s violence was falsi-
fied, with gore added to up buzz 
and ticket sales. 

“In real life, my dad was warm 
and funny,” she said. “He always 
laughed when he told his stories. 
He didn’t kill and maim people, but 
he did scare them out of town.” 

Her mother agreed that the 

film created a forum to discuss 
gun violence in films like the one 
about her father, adding that in 
his case, the cops outsmarted – not 
outgunned – the bad guys.

The film’s release came one 
month after the Sandy Hook shoot-
ing in Newtown, Conn. 

O’Mara Schwartz said she 
penned the blog post on a plane 
ride to Los Angeles, not knowing 
how it would skyrocket her to In-
ternet fame.

“I couldn’t let the situation 
pass without making a statement,” 
she said.  u

HATCHET RECIPES

Bites and Booze
Follow these simple recipes to add just the right amount of flavor to any celebration.

While I have a healthy obsession with spinach and cheese, palak paneer tends to be a dish that often looks better on the menu than it tastes on most restaurants' plates. I found 
myself sloshing through the murky and over-pureed sauce to pick out the few cubes of paneer cheese oh so generously bestowed by the chef.  I fixed these problems at home and 

found a way to make a palak paneer with a vibrant green sauce that still says “spinach.” The amped up flavor will excite your palate. And most of all, you won’t be searching for the 
cheese... well, at least not until you’ve finished it all.

Mellow-Yellow Mango Lassi cocktail

This popular Indian non-alcoholic beverage — wait, hold up. Something is 
wrong here because the mango lassi is perfect as a cocktail. Rich yogurt 

can soften the sharpness of liquor while mango provides natural sweetness. 
A clean-flavored liquor like vodka is ideal.

ingredients (serves two)

1 ripe mango, peeled and chopped (leaving some for garnish)
1 cup mango nectar 
2/3 cup vanilla yogurt
1½-2 shots vodka

Directions

Pureé in a blender until smooth and slightly frothy.
Serve with a mango garnish.

1 large yellow onion, diced
Salt 

1 tablespoon of butter
1 tablespoon olive oil

2 garlic cloves, minced
1 tablespoon garam masala (Indian spice 

mix)

1-2 dashes of cinnamon
1 tablespoon ginger paste
11 ounces baby spinach

1 tablespoon goat cheese spread/ plain 
yogurt (optional)

3 ounces of heavy cream
5 ounces low-sodium paneer, cubed

Directions
In a medium-sized pot over medium-high heat, sauté the onion in enough butter to coat the 
bottom of the pot and a drizzle of olive oil. Add a sizeable pinch of salt and cook until the 
onions are translucent.
Add the garlic, the garam masala, a shake or two of cinnamon and the ginger paste. Continue 
to cook while you make the spinach. 
Heat a large sauté pan on high and coat with some water. Add the spinach and salt to taste. 
Cook down until the spinach is soft yet still bright green. In a blender or food processor, purée 
half the spinach from your pot. Add the purée to the onions. 
Incorporate the goat cheese spread/yogurt (optional) and the cream until you are happy with the 
consistency and richness. It should be thick but not too chunky. Cook with paneer and salt to taste.

ingredients

improving an indian favorite: palak paneer

Family history, gone viral
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–Scott Figatner
Scott Figatner | HatcHet pHotograpHer

JorDan eMont | pHoto eDitor
Sophomore Sierra O'Mara Schwartz's blog about how her grandfather, real life Los Angeles cop John 'Jack' O'Mara, was portrayed in the film 'Gangster Squad' went viral.

by Margaret kaHn
Hatchet Staff Writer


	HAT01
	HAT02
	HAT03
	HAT04
	HAT05
	HAT06
	HAT07
	HAT08

