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Students say FIXit has been 
slow to deal with flooding, leaks, 
fungus, broken ceilings and mal-
functioning laundry machines in 
Mitchell Hall this year.

In response to student com-
plaints, advocates from the 
Student Association and the 
Residence Hall Association are 
pushing the University to deal 
with issues up the hall before fall 
move-in next year.

Sophomore Shani Shih said 
she found fungus growing on the 
ceiling of her third-floor bath-
room last semester, and it took 
about a week to fix the problem.

“Mushrooms were basically 
growing on the wall in the bath-
rooms,” Shih said.

In the past two years, the Uni-
versity has taken steps to improve 
the 350-room building at 514 19th 
St. Several communal bathrooms 
and kitchens were renovated, 
and new furniture was added to 
the lobby, Thayer said.

But residents say they have 
continually faced problems.

University spokeswoman 
Michelle Sherrard declined to 
provide the number of FIXit re-
quests reported across the Uni-
versity for the past semester, say-
ing GW would not provide those 
numbers because "they can be 
misinterpreted and are classified 
in different ways." GW last pro-
vided FIXit numbers in October 

2011, when students said they 
were frustrated with a backlog of 
requests. 

Atalay Ozsoy, a fifth-year 
senior, said his Mitchell sink 
was overflowing to the point of 
flooding last semester, displacing 
him from the building until this 
month.

“They tried to move me back 
a couple of times, but I refused – 
the smell was that bad," he said.

While 84-year-old Mitchell 
houses mostly sophomores, of-
ficials recently announced that 
transfer students would occupy 
about half of the rooms this Au-
gust. SA Director of New Stu-
dents Ari Massefski and RHA 
President Jacob Thayer said they 
want to spruce up the building 
for transfers, paying close at-
tention to problems like air and 
heating systems, plumbing and 
laundry machines.

After housing assignments 
were doled out last year, sev-
eral freshmen created a Face-
book group where students 
complained about being forced 
to pay $9,250 yearly for a single 
room and a communal bathroom 
down the hall.

“I think that there is often a 
stigma on campus that Mitchell 
is not a good property to live 
in,” Thayer, a four-year resident 
of the building, said. “I think it’s 
underrated.”

Sophomore Max McGee said 
it took several days for GW to 
respond to a water leak in his 
bathroom, which he shares with 
more than a dozen students. Mc-
Gee said he was irritated that the 

A Foggy Bottom resident is 
blasting GW for lax off-campus 
housing policies that he says are 
failing to preserve peace in the 
neighborhood.  

Kenneth Durham called the 
University’s police presence, 
trash pick-up and disciplinary 
policies for students living off-
campus inadequate compared to 
neighboring Georgetown Uni-
versity, outlining differences be-
tween about a dozen Georgetown 
and GW policies in a community 
email thread last week. 

Pointing to mandatory hous-
ing contracts, an off-campus ori-
entation program and weekend 
evening police patrols, Durham 
wrote that Georgetown, which 
has a long history of strife be-
tween students and neighbors, 
“does more to prevent problems 
before they occur.”

GW began cracking down on 
rowdy student behavior in the last 
few years as neighbor complaints 
escalated. For the past two years, 
GW has distributed “welcome 
bags,” which include information 
about student conduct policies, to 
students living off-campus. 

Last year, the University Police 

College students from across 
the country descended on D.C. 
Friday during the March for Life, 
an annual protest of the landmark 
abortion rights case Roe v. Wade, 
on its 40th anniversary.

The bulk of the thousands of 
ralliers appeared to be college 
students, shouting "pro-life" and 
chants like “Hey, hey! Ho, ho! Roe 
v. Wade has got to go!” 

More than 600 University of 
Notre Dame students took a 12-
hour bus ride into the District for 
the march. Notre Dame Junior John 
Ryan, a second-time march partici-
pant, said it was his college’s largest 
turnout yet. 

He called overturning the Su-

preme Court decision “the most 
important cause of our generation," 
and said this year’s protest, coming 
after an election that voted against 
several key anti-abortion measures, 
was more charged. 

The issue surfaced on the presi-
dential campaign as well, as a media-
labeled “War on Women” polarized 
candidates like Mitt Romney. 

Still, many in the crowd say the 
anti-abortion lobby is the strongest 
it has ever been, giving hope to con-
servatives hoping to close in on the 
law's reversal.

“Hopefully, this is the last time 
we have to come,” Ryan said.

Thousands brought home-made 
signs bearing slogans like, “Con-
ceived by Rape, Love my Life” and 
showcasing photographs of children 
of teenage moms.

Among the crowd from GW 

was senior Rosemary Holt, co-
president of the leading anti-abor-
tion group on campus, Colonials 
for Life. Holt went to the march for 
the first time this year.

“It was a very powerful mo-
ment that really energized me to 
keep the good fight going,” Holt 
said, adding that it was important 
to advocate for what she said were 
“unborn children” who could not 
speak for themselves.

Holt said her beliefs are scarce-
ly represented on GW’s campus. 
Almost 70 percent of students 
said they backed President Barack 
Obama last November, according 
to a Hatchet poll of more than 600 
students across campus. 

Colonials for Life draws atten-
tion with its weekly protests, which 
Holt leads, outside an on-campus 
abortion clinic.

Born to a teenage mother, Holt 
said she does not shy away from 
her stance on the issue around oth-
er students while standing in front 
of the F Street clinic beside the Da-
kota residence hall. 

“Just because I have the right 
to do what I want with my body 
does not mean I can kill some-
body,” Holt said.

The rally before the march saw 
influential anti-abortion rights 
speakers, including congressman 
Rep. Chris Smith, R-N.J., who fa-
mously called Obama the “abortion 
president,” Sen. Rand Paul, R-Ky., 
and former Pennsylvania senator 
and Republican presidential candi-
date Rick Santorum.

GW senior Lana Schommer, a 
three-time attendee of the march, 

Don’t look now – there’s still a 
large portion of the season to go – but 
the Colonials may have tallied their 
most complete victory of the Mike 
Lonergan era Saturday.

GW’s 82-54 victory against Char-
lotte did more than just surpass the 
team’s single-game points total for 
this season. And it did more than 
extend the team’s win streak to three 
games. It was a statement win, a 
feel-good victory that came with the 
most balanced attack the team has 
presented all season.

It was also a victory over the team 
tied for first place in the Atlantic 10. It 
was a win that moved GW (10-9, 4-2 
A-10) into the top tier of the confer-
ence, positioning the team well for the 
coming months of league play that 
will determine a bid and seeding in 
postseason competition.

“This one was fun. Especially 
on Coaches versus Cancer, suits and 
sneakers day. My mom and [my for-

mer coach] Jack Bruen died of cancer, 
so I told the guys before the game, 
the freshmen, I said, ‘I don’t want 
to assume you know what this is all 
about.' And it’s important to me,” 
Lonergan said. “I said, 'You should 
play for whoever in your life is fight-
ing cancer or passed away.' ”

After an opening lull, things began 
to click for the Colonials. The shots 
that were clanging off the rim began 
to fall, and GW took the lead with an 
18-5 run. It was an advantage it would 
never relinquish, the team maintain-
ing a comfortable distance from the 
49ers throughout the rest of play.

With 17 assists on the game, it 
was a cohesive, unified Colonial of-
fense that took the court Saturday af-

ternoon. Running through freshman 
guard Joe McDonald, GW played 
through Charlotte’s traps and dou-
ble teams, and remained calm in 
the face of the 49ers’ press. GW shot 
53.2 percent, staying well above wa-
ter despite turning the ball over 16 
times against the team that’s first in 
the A-10 in field goal defense.

“We really want to play team ball. 
Move around, and not really stay 
stationary with the ball, and execute. 
So we wanted them to chase us and 
really have to play defense,” senior 
guard Lasan Kromah said. “We made 
a couple of good passes. Fortunately 
for us, we made them, and we just 

Off-campus 
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Men's basketball | GW 82, charlotte 54

Colonials 
tally third 
straight 
A-10 win

Thousands rally on 40th anniversary of Roe v. Wade
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Mitchell Hall residents have complained that problems in the 350-room building, 
like fungus growing in a bathroom, were not adequately handled by FIXIt.

Slow FIXit responses 
irk Mitchell residents
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Top: Senior guard Bryan Bynes drives past a defender during Saturday's game. 
Bottom: Freshman forward Patricio Garino lines up a basket in the win.
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Demonstrators on both sides of the abortion debate took to D.C. streets last week to stand up for their separate causes around the 40th anniversary of the Roe v. Wade decision.
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Student leaders pledge 
to act on complaints
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Kalb report
Listen to the four moderators of 
the 2012 general election debates 
discuss the impact of these debates 
on the election and American
democracy as a whole.
National Press Club • 8 to 10 p.m.
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MArgAreT rAJIc | HATcHeT sTAff pHOTOgrApHer
Thousands from across the country gathered on the National Mall for a 12-block march Saturday, led by Newtown, Conn. residents, to demand stricter gun 
control. Planned as a reaction to the Dec. 14 shooting, the march drew speakers including Education Secretary Arne Duncan and D.C. Mayor Vincent Gray.
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It was very exciting for us to meet and protest with other feminists, and to be 
reminded again that this fight isn’t over. 

–Anne Schwartz, co-chair of the GW Feminist Society, on the group’s participation in a rally 
last Tuesday to celebrate the 40th anniversary of Roe v. Wade.

Out of Time: An American crisis
Hear a discussion on bipartisanship 
with former senators, governors and 
CEOs, including Bill Richardson, Fred 
Thompson and Carly Fiorina.
Jack Morton Auditorium 
• 7 to 9 p.m.

foreign policy priorities
Learn about U.S.-China relations from 
international affairs professor Amitai 
Etzioni, who also directs the Institute 
for Communitarian Policy Studies.
Elliott School, Room 602
• 4 p.m.

startup showcase
Listen in on a panel of 15 
GW-based startups talk about 
entrepreneurship in the 
University’s first ever startup 
showcase.
Marvin Center • 4 p.m.

The GW Hospital was one of 32 
medical centers that filed lawsuits 
against the Department of Health and 
Human Services last week, claim-
ing they were shortchanged a total of 
nearly $12 million in Medicare reim-
bursement funds. 

The hospitals assert that the De-
partment of Health and Human Ser-
vices incorrectly calculated how it 
doles out Social Security funds, ac-
cording to court documents.

Reimbursements to GW’s hospi-
tal typically come in at higher rates 
because of its inner-city location and 
high number of low-income patients. 
Treatment for those patients is more 
expensive, because many do not re-
ceive primary care and tend to come 
to the hospital with more complicated 
conditions, said Barbara Williams, a 
medicare reimbursements specialist in 
the D.C. law firm Powers Pyles Sutter 
& Verville. Williams is not involved in 
the lawsuit.

The case is a follow-up to another 
case from five years ago, in which the 
U.S. District Court for D.C. ruled that 
the health department had flubbed 
payment calculations and underpaid 
Medicare providers. After the Centers 
for Medicare and Medicaid Services 
tweaked its formula following the 
2008 ruling, medical centers claimed 
the new calculation actually took away 
even more funds.   

The hospitals banding with GW 
include California-based Alameda 
Hospital, Texas-based Shannon Medi-
cal Center and Hawaii-based Kuakini 
Medical Center. Several other hospital 
coalitions filed separate appeals on 
the same issue, Williams said. She said 
the court could either combine the ap-
peals into one case and rule on them 
together, or it could wait until the 
other lawsuits are complete before it 
makes a judgement.

Williams added that she predicts 
the case will take at least a year to be 
resolved.

The Centers for Medicare and Med-
icaid Services declined to comment, 
as the lawsuit is ongoing, spokesman 
Don McLeod said.

GW Hospital – which is mostly 
owned by the corporation Universal 
Health Services – also declined a re-
quest to comment on the lawsuit. The 
University holds a 20 percent stake in 
the hospital.

–Brianna gurciullo
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Fed up with what they 
call stalling efforts on the 
part of GW, Student Asso-
ciation leaders are pushing 
administrators to prioritize 
graduate student issues, 
saying the group is some-
times isolated and ignored.

SA President and Execu-
tive Vice President Ashwin 
Narla and Abby Bergren say 
they want to create a sepa-
rate orientation program, a 
graduate student lounge – 
possibly in Gelman Library 
or the Marvin Center base-
ment – and new policies al-
lowing groups to serve alco-
hol at their events. 

Groups of graduate stu-

dents, who comprise almost 
60 percent of GW, told staff-
ers last year that they wanted 
a tighter community, better 
academic and career advis-
ing, and more study areas.

The findings, compiled 
by presidential administra-
tive fellows, who are mas-
ter’s candidates that receive 
full tuition to work for GW 
departments, were present-
ed to administrators last 
April after a year of research, 
focus groups and surveys.

The University has made 
some headway on the plans, 
but ideas like the student 
council and orientation pro-
gram remain years away, of-
ficials said.

“It’s something that’s 
important. It’s something 

the University has lagged 
behind on and it’s our job 
to push these processes for-
ward,” Bergren, the SA’s ex-
ecutive vice president, said.

The Center for Student 
Engagement also outlined 
goals for graduate students 
last spring, like offering 
more graduate student pro-
gramming, helping with 
child care services and in-
creasing representation in 
advocacy organizations, 
based on its own research.

Last semester, CSE added 
a handful of career events for 
the Graduate School of Polit-
ical Management but CSE di-
rector Tim Miller said taking 
additional steps is complex 
because students are in dif-
ferent stages of life with their 

careers and families. 
He acknowledged that 

the University has mostly 
failed to connect with gradu-
ate students who have fami-
lies and full-time careers.

“It’s hard to commit 
them to coming to things,” 
Miller said. “We’re building 
a community for the ones 
that aren’t going to go to the 
happy hour.” 

CSE Director of Gradu-
ate, Distance, and Profes-
sional Student Experience 
Andrew Goretsky, said he is 
working to create a week-
long orientation program, 
rather than the current half-
day program. The current 
offering includes a welcome 
ceremony, a graduate student 
services fair and a meet-and-

greet with officials. 
Most of the changes 

are far off. Graduate stu-
dent Elizabeth Barnett, who 
worked on the report, said 
“we should see some move-
ment on all of them in the 
next few years.”

Creating a separate 
graduate student council, 
though far off, would mean 
about a 25 percent budget 
cut to the SA, Vice Chair of 
the SA’s Finance Committee 
Ryan Counihan said. 

Graduate students get 
to keep about 75 percent of 
their student activity fees, 
going to organizations like 
the Student Bar Association, 
while the rest is doled out for 
University-wide events like 
Fall Fest. The SA’s budget is 

about $1 million a year.
SA Sen. Shashwat Gau-

tam, SoB-G, said a graduate 
student committee could 
lessen tensions in the SA. It 
is hard for graduate sena-
tors to attend SA Senate 
meetings on Monday nights, 
which often coincide with 
their classes.

Narla agreed that the 
populations’ varying needs 
can make it tough to work 
on projects together.

“It definitely is difficult 
having undergraduates in 
the same room as graduates. 
It’s a hard relationship,” 
Narla said. “What we’re try-
ing to do now is ask what 
can we do given the benefit 
of being together and make 
this work.” u

Some students are strug-
gling with a new class setup 
that forces them to teach 
themselves, using a profes-
sor as a coach, rather than 
a lecturer.

All introductory phys-
ics courses starting this 
month use a model dubbed 
“SCALE-UP," in which stu-
dents collaborate on class 
work instead of being in-
structed by a professor at 
the front of the room.

The change has injected 
more rigor into large class-
es, students and professors 
said, and the classrooms 
in Monroe and Tompkins 
halls have been destina-
tions for GW tour guides to 
highlight innovative teach-
ing. But some students say 
the switch is overwhelming 
and that professors offer 
little help.

Mckenzie Anderson, a 
sophomore international af-
fairs major taking a SCALE-
UP physics class this semes-
ter, said the class’s heavy 
emphasis on group work 
becomes “useless” because 
students aren’t prepared for 
it.

“Basically, for the two 
hours it’s the professor put-
ting problems up on the 

board and students solving 
them in groups with very 
little guidance,” he said. 
“With this class, you pret-
ty much rely on the book 
which makes it harder for 
students who aren’t as in-
terested in the subject.”

The newly renovated 
rooms, equipped with au-
diovisual technology, usu-
ally hold about 80 students. 
About half of astronomy 
classes and some engineer-
ing departments also use 
the spaces. 

Students said the classes 
lack structure and that com-
ing to class under-prepared 
can mean an hour of feeling 
lost. 

Junior Rachael Holbre-
ich, an American studies 
major, said she’s been able 
to make the most of her 
physics class so far, but has 
seen others struggle. 

“Realistically, there are 
students who come to class 
unprepared and have to 
play catch-up,” Holbreich 
said. “There’s definitely 
an adjustment to make if 
you’re used to lectures.”

For others, especially 
those who are studying 
technical fields, the model 
is a welcome change.

Freshman engineering 
major Daniel Soldau, who 
is enrolled in a calculus-

based physics class, said the 
course was challenging, but 
more worthwhile than stan-
dard lectures.

“We might have been 
disappointed that we 
couldn’t go on Facebook, 
but we were glad that we 
were actually doing some-
thing with the time,” Sol-

dau said. “From the people 
I’ve talked to, they like that 
the class is interactive.”

Teaching in SCALE-UP 
classrooms is a signature 
part of the University’s sci-
ence and engineering plans. 
Some GW professors start-
ed using the model in 2008, 
and two years ago GW com-

pleted renovations to Mon-
roe and Tompkins halls to 
carve out the more spacious 
classrooms.

Although most of space 
in the Science and Engineer-
ing Hall, set to open in 2015, 
is dedicated to research lab-
oratories, the classrooms in 
the $275 building will fol-

low the SCALE-UP model. 
The latest building plans 
call for two large SCALE-
UP classrooms, and several 
smaller versions.

At GW, the switch was 
spearheaded by physics 
professor Gerald Feldman. 
The change has helped 
grow the University’s grow-
ing science and engineering 
foundation, he said.

The main draw, he add-
ed, is engaging students in 
working out complicated 
material themselves instead 
of relying on students to 
absorb the coursework in a 
lecture.

“If you have a lecture 
you have someone stand 
there and talk at you for 
50 minutes. That has been 
proven to be almost totally 
ineffective. With SCALE-UP 
the instructor is much more 
like a coach. That’s the best 
analogy,” Feldman said.

He added that while the 
model helps both science 
and non-science majors, 
it could turn off students 
looking for an easier way to 
fill a general requirement.

“It makes you work 
harder for more gains, so I 
guess I can see that being 
why students complain,” he 
said. “The more you strug-
gle, the more you construct 
your understanding.” u

The Watergate Hotel’s 
opening has been pushed 
back at least a year, with 
developers now looking to 
add rooftop terraces and 
summer gardens, worrying 
neighbors about outdoor 
noise. 

Luxury developer Euro 
Capital Properties presented 
renovation plans last year, 
pledging to enliven the slump-
ing complex and restore the 
hotel’s iconic reputation by 
this spring. The project will 
now cost developers $85 mil-
lion, up from the previous es-
timate of $70 million.

And in the last month, 
developers have seen anoth-
er potential holdup. Neigh-
bors have jeopardized the 
hotel’s application for a li-
quor license by calling atten-
tion to issues of noise from 
the new outdoor spaces.

“Neighbors want to 
make sure that these new 
additions to the hotel do 
not have a negative impact 
on their homes and their 
property value and their 
value of life,” Asher Cor-
son, who sits on the Foggy 
Bottom and West End Ad-

visory Neighborhood Com-
mission, said at a meeting 
earlier this month.

The Watergate Hotel 
changed owners several 
times between the 1980s 
and 2007, when the building 
shut down for a proposed 
$170 million renovation. 
But the remodeling plans 
fell through and the hotel 
sat empty until Euro Capital 
Properties bought the space 
for $45 million in 2010.

The following year the 
company proposed to add 
more than 100 rooms to the 
building and redesign its 
ballroom. Corson said Euro 
Capital Properties princi-
pal Jacques Cohen caught 
neighbors off guard when 
he showed them blueprints 
for the gardens, which were 
not included in initial plans, 
a few weeks before the ANC 
meeting. 

“Without the garden, 
we’re not a resort. We’re 
just one of the many hotels 
in D.C.,” Cohen said. “In 
order to really make this 
work, we have to make real 
reasons for people to come 
to the Watergate and what 
the complex has is those 
beautiful water views.”

Residents of the Wa-

tergate buildings, who 
only expected alcohol to 
be served indoors, are con-
cerned noise will travel into 
apartments overlooking the 
outdoor patios. 

The ANC, which has a 
say in matters like restau-
rant permits and city rules, 
said it would oppose the 
hotel’s application until Co-
hen negotiates with neigh-
bors who live closest to the 
hotel. The group agreed to 
withdraw its protest once 
every building hammers 
out a formal, written agree-
ment with the company. 

Corson, an alumnus, 
added that the ANC often 
protests liquor license re-
quests, ensuring neighbors 
make agreements with the 
applicants and have their 
concerns included in Al-
cohol Beverage Regulation 
Administration documents.

Euro Capital Properties’ 
portfolio includes luxury 
hotels like D.C.’s Hamilton 
Crowne Plaza and the Hil-
ton Arc de Triomphe Paris.

“We want to see the hotel 
be successful,” said Arman-
do Irizarry, who represents 
the Watergate complex on 
the ANC. “But there are con-
cerns that are legitimate.” u

Watergate Hotel facelift delayed 
as upgrade plans anger neighbors

by chloé sorviNo
Assistant News Editor

by mckiNley kaNt
Hatchet Reporter

by briaNNa gurciullo
Assistant News Editor

Sa pushes for more services for graduate students

Some students resist as science classes ditch lecturing

hatchet file photo
Renovations to the Watergate Hotel, a landmark property in D.C., have been held up after new designs 
tacked on $15 million and made neighbors uneasy about noise coming from outdoor patios.

sara wagNer | hatchet reporter
Introductory physics classes in Monroe Hall now use a SCALE-UP format, where professors back off from 
lecturing and coach students as they go through group work. For students, the change is an adjustment.
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Opinions
 STAff EdITORIAL

Editor's note: This is the sec-
ond column in a series on mental 
health at GW. 

Everyone knows that get-
ting an appointment at 
the University Counsel-
ing Center isn’t easy.

For over a year, the UCC has 
been under scrutiny, to the ex-
tent that it hired a new director 
with expertise as both a leader 
and a psychologist. And the 
center has also offered six free 
sessions since September 2011, 
even though it’s costly for the 
University.

But mental health issues still 
persist – both at GW and across 
the country.

Two-thirds of college stu-
dents who need mental health 
assistance don’t get it, and 44 
percent of college students re-
port having felt "so depressed 
in the past year it was difficult 
to function," according to Active 
Minds, a national organization 
geared toward fighting the stig-
ma surrounding mental health 
on college campuses.

And the Student Health 
Service is also widely used for 
mental health care. Last se-
mester, there were 597 visits to 
GW’s staff psychiatrists, accord-
ing to University spokeswoman 
Michelle Sherrard.  

But if the counseling center 
wants to reach as many students 
as possible, it needs to make sig-
nificant structural changes.

Any institution of higher 
education should always be on 
the lookout to make its services 
student-accessible. And by and 
large, that is the case at GW. Our 
bookstore is conveniently locat-
ed on the same floor of the Mar-
vin Center where students can 
pay their tuition bills and pick 
up transcripts. There are mail-
boxes in each residence hall, 
and Package Services Center 
promptly sends students emails 
when they receive packages. 

But students can’t see a 
University psychologist and 
pick up anti-depressants under 
the same roof. And that should 
change.

Student Health Service – 
which houses GW’s three staff 
psychiatrists, who can prescribe 

medication – is located at 2141 
K St. The University Counseling 
Center, which houses psycholo-
gists and social workers who 

work with students coping with 
issues like anxiety and depres-
sion, has offices at 2033 K St. 

While this distance may seem 
trivial, it doesn’t make sense to 
send students who need medi-
cation from a psychiatrist to a 
different building to get a pre-
scription: This should be some-
thing that also falls under the 
counseling center’s jurisdiction. 
The stratification of mental 
health services at GW is frus-
trating and even discouraging. 
On an issue as pressing and 
significant as this one, which af-
fects hundreds of GW students 
each day, we should take care 
to ensure that mental health of-
ferings are as accessible as pos-
sible. 

GW’s UCC and SHS are far 
from obsolete. In fact, their us-
age has steadily increased over 
the past few years, and the UCC 
reported a 25 percent uptick in 
first-time clients between the 
fall of 2010 and 2011.

In fact, usage was so high 
that The Hatchet reported Sept. 
24  that waiting times to obtain 
a preliminary appointment at 
SHS were sometimes a stagger-
ing six weeks.

Granted, the delay has sub-

sided – wait times are only 
about one week now, according 
to University Spokeswoman Mi-
chelle Sherrard – but its services 
are still popular. 

In a culture that sometimes 
frowns upon those who seek 
help for mental illness, the fact 
that students use these services 
is reassuring. And that should 
drive the momentum to im-
prove them. 

Grouping psychiatrists in 
offices that today house only 
psychologists might seem like 
a formality. But in fact, it could 
be an important catalyst to get-
ting students the mental health 
treatment they need.

Combining these depart-
ments is the logical thing to do 
– and other universities agree. 
Georgetown, Boston and New 
York universities all combine 
their psychologists and psychi-
atrists in the same office. 

After there were six student 
suicides between 2003 and 2004 
at NYU, the institution took a 
stand on mental health by over-
hauling its program, which in-
cluded, among other things, 
keeping many services under 
one roof.

It’s time for GW to look to-
ward doing the same. And the 
director of the counseling cen-
ter, Silvio Weisner, was hired 
away from a college that does 
just this.

Nagmeh Merck, the interim 
director at Marymount Uni-
versity’s counseling center, ex-
plained to me that while its on-
staff psychiatrist is technically 

not an employee of the coun-
seling center, her patients share 
their waiting room, and she 
holds sessions in the center's of-
fices. Merck believes that offer-
ing both types of mental health 
services under one roof is ben-
eficial for their patients because 
they only have to make one stop 
to get the help they need. 

“It is very effective, because 
obviously they are seamless 
services,” she said, adding that 
counselors hold weekly meet-
ings with the psychiatrist about 
their shared patients.

Weisner told me in an email 
that psychologists at GW meet 
with the university psychiatrist 
at least once a month, or other-
wise as needed. 

GW has hundreds more stu-
dents than Marymount, and yet, 
counterintuitively, GW’s inter-
departmental communication is 
far less frequent.

Weisner should look to 
make changes at GW that reflect 
practices from his former em-
ployer by housing psychiatry 
and psychology services togeth-
er. Doing so would streamlines 
the process to receive mental as-
sistance and inevitably facilitate 
more communication between 
the departments – which can 
only help students.

There was another school 
shooting Jan. 22, this time on a 
college campus outside Hous-
ton. Fortunately, none of the 
four people hospitalized were 
killed, but one of the gun hold-
ers was carrying a Lone Star 
College ID.

This wasn’t the first school 
shooting conducted by a col-
lege-aged individual, nor will it 
be the last. It can and will hap-
pen anywhere.

In the wake of gun violence 
across the country, institutions 
from elementary schools to the 
federal government are consider-
ing how best to accommodate stu-
dents with mental health issues. 

It’s an impetus for GW to do 
so as well. 

–The writer, a sophomore 
majoring in political 

communication, is The Hatchet’s 
contributing opinions editor.

Inauguration weekend
There were camouflaged U.S. 

Army trucks on Pennsyl-
vania Avenue as security 
heightened in residence 
halls and thousands of 
visitors flocked to D.C. for 
President Barack Obama’s 

second inauguration. But the oppor-
tunity to witness the president's in-
augural speech and parade was well 
worth wading through the crowds. 
The excitement was palpable on the 
National Mall. 

And despite the $9 drink prices 
and the steep $100 ticket price, GW’s 
Inaugural Ball gave new meaning to 
the “only at GW” catch phrase. There 
was ample food and students enjoyed 
dancing in the Omni Shoreham Hotel 
ballrooms. 

Tulane’s unranking
Tulane University admitted in late 

December that its M.B.A. 
program sent inflated ad-
missions data to U.S. News 
and World Report. The 
magazine unranked Tulane 
last week, two months after 

GW’s unranking for botching admis-
sions data.

But unlike GW, Tulane pledged 
to release a comprehensive review of 
multiple years’ worth of admissions 
data, and officials there said the em-
ployee at fault was no longer on their 
staff. GW spent a month keeping 
Kathryn Napper – who led the ad-
missions office for 15 years – out of 
the public eye as opposed to making 
her available for interviews. And five 
weeks after administrators disclosed 
that GW incorrectly calculated certain 
admissions data, they said she would 
retire at the end of the calendar year, 
but would not respond when asked if 
she was told to leave GW.

Administrators have said the 
Board of Trustees did not even ask 
auditors for a written report of the 
checks performed on admissions 
data after it realized that the informa-
tion was incorrect. But The Hatchet’s 
editorial board hopes Tulane’s writ-
ten report will be an impetus for GW 
to create and release its own. 

Men's basketball wins
Students were on their feet in the 

Smith Center Saturday af-
ternoon as the men’s bas-
ketball team beat the Char-
lotte 49ers, who began the 
game tied for No. 1 in the 
A-10, 82-54. It was a huge 

win that capped a three-game streak 
for GW, the only Division I college 
basketball team that starts four true 
freshmen.

This momentum could not only 
mean an impressive finish to the sea-
son, but also fresh hope for seasons 
to come.

With the season still relatively 
young, and tournament play still far 
in the distance, it’s too soon to jump 
to conclusions. But GW is on a roll, 
and we’re looking forward to watch-
ing the rest of the season unfold. 
Raise high!

GW School of Business
The GW School of Business an-

nounced plans this week 
to offer a bachelor’s degree 
for finance majors, which 
would in turn decrease the 
number of required busi-
ness administration courses 

from 13 to three.
This would give finance majors 

more flexibility in their schedules, 
and students will have the option 
to take more courses of their own 
choosing.

After a series of complaints from 
professors in the business school 
about Dean Doug Guthrie’s lead-
ership style last semester, it is en-
couraging to see the faculty getting 
behind an initiative that will give 
business students access to a broader 
education.

The University is mak-
ing moves toward 
launching its first set 
of massive open online 

courses,which have gained 
steam in higher education for 
freely offering lessons from top 
professors. But if GW is going 
to compete in the online forum, 
it is going to have to find a way 
to distinguish itself among a 
crowded pool of elite universi-
ties.

When it comes to online 
courses, universities like Har-
vard and the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology have al-
ready begun to experiment and 
build classes in technology, the 
humanities and the social sci-
ences.

While colleges that have 
experimented with these large-
scale online courses haven’t yet 
offered them for credit, some 
have provided certificates 
upon completion of the cours-
es. As GW begins the process 
of establishing online courses, 
University officials should con-
sider offering these classes for 
credit, similar to how incom-
ing students can use Advanced 
Placement and International 
Baccalaureate credits.

Due to a decline in state 
funding, some universities like 
Arizona State University and 

the University of Cincinnati are 
considering offering these on-
line courses for credit to raise 
revenue and attract more stu-
dents, according to a Jan. 23 
New York Times article.

And while GW is not a state 
school, it could benefit from 
being one of the first institu-
tions to offer online courses for 
credit.

Of course, it shouldn’t be 
possible to earn a GW degree 
online. There would have to be 
a limit to the number of classes 
a student could take and still re-
ceive credit. But like AP cours-
es, which many high school 
students take for college credit, 
online courses would allow stu-
dents to tackle college curricula 
before they’ve actually enrolled 
at GW or any university.

The courses would merely 
provide the students a taste of 
what it’s like to take a class at 
GW. If students did choose to 
come to the University, they 
would be ahead of their course 
requirements before arriving 
on campus – just like if they 

took AP courses.
With competition from top 

universities, every institution 
is trying to carve out its own 
niche.

If GW is going to make any 
kind of splash in the world of 

online learning, it is going to 
have to be bold and offer stu-
dents options that few other in-
stitutions can provide.

–The writer is a freshman in 
the Columbian College of Arts 

and Sciences.

Combining psychology and psychiatry services 
in one office would benefit the student body 

Justin 
Peligri

Contributing 
Editor

Thumbs up/
Thumbs Down

The Hatchet’s monthly wrap-
up of GW’s ups and downs.

Srividya Murthy
Writer

Why online courses should be offered for credit

But students can’t see a University 
psychologist and pick up 

anti-depressants under the same roof. 
And that should change.

Have an opinion? Submit letters to the editor at opinions@gwhatchet.com.

The number of FIX-it requests reported across the University last semester, p. 1.

by Jesse Gurney
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said she was in part pro-
pelled to stand up against 
abortion because she lives 
in liberal-leaning D.C. 
Schommer said she is hope-
ful for change, but feels that 
it will be a long time before 
the fight is over.

“This is the kind of stuff 
that all these great peace 
leaders are doing. We’re just 
trying to impact change,” 
Schommer said.

'This is still an issue to us' 

Just a few days before 
the March for Life, about 50 
people gathered in front of 

the Supreme Court. 
In the four decades after 

the Supreme Court decision, 
some states like Oklahoma, 
Michigan and South Dakota 
have mounted campaigns 
to make abortions illegal.

The topic became prom-
inent in the 2012 election, 
with Democrats highlight-
ing women’s issues and Re-
publicans fighting against 
abortion.

Some abortion rights or-
ganizations, like the Nation-
al Organization for Women, 
have been reinvigorated by 
comments like the “legiti-
mate rape” statement made 
by Rep. Todd Akin, R-Mo., 
last fall. The ousted  repre-
sentative said women who 
encounter "legitimate rape" 
rarely become pregnant.

Advocates outside the 
court donned buttons and 
stickers. Women in their 70s 
stood next to six students 
from the GW Feminist Stu-
dent Union. 

“We want to show col-
lectively as women and as 
people who support access 
to health care and access to 
safe legal abortions that this 
is still an issue to us,” Eliza-
beth Settoducato, co-chair 
of the GW Feminist Society, 
said.

Settoducato said she 
wants to see the “stigma” of 
getting an abortion erased, 
but added that “it’s prob-
ably not going to happen.”

Participants from as far 
as San Francisco marched 
with large signs crying 
“Keep Abortion Legal” and 

chanting, “Abortion on de-
mand and without apol-
ogy” and “Keep  your ro-
saries out of my ovaries.” 
During the hour-long rally, 
a man heckled the marchers 
calling abortion “a modern 
holocaust.”

Anne Schwartz, co-chair 
of the GW Feminist Society, 
added that even 40 years af-
ter the landmark decision, 
there is still a large backlash 
against a woman’s repro-
ductive rights.

“It was very exciting for 
us to meet and protest with 
other feminists and to be re-
minded again that the fight 
isn’t over,” Schwartz said. 

Speakers rallied the 
troops, wrapped in scarves 
and coats, as temperatures 
dipped as low as 5 degrees.

A 'social rights' issue

While women have more 
seats in Congress than ever, 
abortion rights leaders la-
ment that male leaders make 
up most of the decision-mak-
ers on the issue.

At the abortion rights 
rally, more than a dozen men 
attended, including GW fresh-
man Eric Wolfert. Wolfert cit-
ed congressional candidates 
like Akin, who have attacked 
women’s reproductive rights.

“We need to elect candi-
dates that will stand up for 
women’s health and repro-
ductive rights,” he said. “As 
someone who will never be 
pregnant, I cannot in any good 
conscience decide what is best 
for women in that situation.”

But junior Chris Craw-

ford, GW Catholics director 
of Pro-Life Ministry, said it 
is not a gender issue, but a 
social rights issue. Crawford 
said he stands up not against 
women, but for unborn chil-
dren. 

Men like Crawford made 
up about half the crowd at 
the March for Life. Husbands 
stood by their wives, fathers 
held their children and young 
men cheered with their fellow 
churchgoers and classmates 
to support the anti-abortion 
movement.

“Men should be helping 
women and should be there 
for women throughout the 
entire process,” Crawford 
said. “We all have a part to-
day in protecting life at all 
stages. Men are not exempt 
from this responsibility.” u

Department responded to 
about 75 concerns from neigh-
bors, mostly noise-related – 
down from 86 incidences the 
year before. 

But tensions flared last 
fall, when neighbors com-
piled a list of noisy student-
rented townhouses along 
New Hampshire Avenue.  

“These students would 

not shout and yell in the Ken-
nedy Center or at [Kinkead’s], 
but for some reason, they are 
left with the impression that 
they can disturb people in a 
residential neighborhood,” 
Durham said. “Foggy Bottom 
consists of children, people 
who have to go to work early 
in the morning, people who 
are sick and need their rest.”

Durham studied both 
GW and Georgetown policies 
on concerns like noise, van-
dalism, litter and trash, and 
mainly criticized GW's lack 

of patrols. 
While UPD runs a 24-

hour hotline fielding neigh-
bor complaints,  Georgetown 
hires private security officers 
to patrol neighborhoods be-
tween 10 p.m. and 3 a.m. 
weekend nights, according to 
a school website. 

Georgetown also takes 
harsher action against stu-
dents violating off-campus 
rules. 

If officials see excessive 
trash,  improper recycling or 
students putting out trash too 

early for pickup, the house will 
be fined and residents given 
community service hours. The 
fines start at $150 per house 
for the first violation, accord-
ing to the Off-Campus Stu-
dent Life website. 

Students can also be fined 
for improper lawn care or for 
failing to remove snow and 
ice from sidewalks.

 Durham said he has met 
with the University’s com-
munity relations office sev-
eral times each year for the 
past six years. He added that 

while most students do not 
cause friction with neighbors, 
there are still late-night par-
ties that appear to host up to 
100 guests. 

Some students also throw 
objects off balconies, vandal-
ize private property or fail to 
properly dispose of trash.

In October, other neigh-
bors helped Durham replant 
flowers after students tore 
them off his fence, destroyed 
a sculpture and flipped over a 
picnic table. The plants were 
stolen later in the day.

University spokeswoman 
Michelle Sherrard said GW’s 
community team takes the 
issue of rowdy students se-
riously, and added that the 
number of complaints is 
down.

“While the university 
recognizes that even one off-
campus incident can be dis-
ruptive to our neighbors, the 
university’s annual report 
shows notable decreases in 
recent years in these types of 
disruptive behavior,” Sher-
rard wrote in an email. u

facilities team only put a 

Band-Aid on the issue.
“The issue returned a 

few days later,” McGee said. 
“I feel as though they just 
mopped up the water and 
didn’t fix the problem.”

Junior Liz Schmit said she 
covered a hole in her ceiling 
with a garbage bag for two 
weeks before the University 
responded.

“I called them after a ceil-

ing tile fell from my roof,” 
she said. “I had to call FIXit 
twice because I waited for 
about a week and they still 
hadn’t come.”

Special Adviser for Com-

munications and Outreach 
John Ralls, who works in 
the facilities department, 
declined to provide informa-
tion on potential laundry is-
sues before publication time.

Massefski said living 
in Mitchell’s singles will be 
good for the transfer com-
munity, and he wants to 
make repairs before students 
arrive this fall. u  
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Free
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Retreating off campus takes effort: 
We’re in college and on a budget, with 
little time to spare between classes, jobs 
and internships. But some-
times you need an after-
noon away from business 
suits, internship hunts and 
wannabe lobbyists. 

Ride the Red Line to 
Silver Spring, Md. This 
District suburb is a popular nesting 
spot for D.C. professionals and recent 
college gradutes, and its slow-paced at-
mosphere provides an escape from city 
life. 

Your first stop should be Silver Spring 
Books. A rare remnant of the hard-copy 
world, Silver Spring Books is a used 
bookstore that will bring you back to 
childhood. Crammed bookshelves reach 
the ceiling and fill almost every inch of 
the store, leaving just enough room for 
you to wedge between them for hours 
with the perfect novel. The shopkeeper 
likely wouldn't notice or care if you spent 
the whole day lost in a good story. 

If you prefer to read at home, the 
books are fairly priced. I found a $10 
copy of a compilation of “Great Ex-

pectations” and “A Tale of Two Cities” 
in mint condition, and a hardcover of 
“Memoirs of a Geisha” for $6.50. 

When your grum-
bling stomach distracts 
you from the books, 
a bevy of restaurants 
welcomes you. Wander 
down the street to try 
something unusual: Bur-

mese food. 
At Mandalay Restaurant & Cafe, an 

authentic, family-run eatery, they call 
the chef “mom.”

Silver Spring is known for its unique 
ethnic restaurants, and I also passed 
by a tasty looking Jamaican restaurant 
called Negril – where I’ll be sure to stop 
next time.

While at Mandalay Restaurant, I also 
scoped out its abundant vegetarian op-
tions. Nyat KaukSwe Gyaw ($11.99), flat 
rice noodles stir-fried with bean sprouts, 
romaine hearts, crushed peanuts and 
lightly fried tofu revealed itself as a heart-
ier version of a Thai classic, Pad See Ew. 
A dollop of vegan sticky rice with brown 
sugar and coconut ($3.49) proved a filling 
dessert, and as we left, one of the family 

members waved good-bye.
As you meander back to the 

Metro, end the day at Zed’s Café. 
This is the effortlessly chill and 
homey coffee shop that is a rare 
find in the District. It is hard to pin-
point a theme here, and that is what 
makes Zed’s work. The walls, each 
brightly painted in a different color, 
hold an eclectic mix of art: a painting 
of a bullfighter, an Italian landscape, 
a woman pouring coffee and a post-
card of German cathedrals. 

The chai latte comes thick with 
foam and tastes all the better if you 
order it in a charmingly chipped 
mug, delivered to you resting on 
a mismatched Eiffel tower saucer. 
Zed’s also serves a mix of food op-
tions, including samosas, toasted 
croissants with Nutella, waffles and 
paninis, along with an array of for-
eign chocolates. The cozy armchairs, 
bookshelf, free WiFi, bongos and 
guitar beg any visitor to sit, relax and 
reverse the damage done by the tireless 
work week. 

Silver Spring is charming, from the 
worn yellow awning of the crepe café 

to the comic book store on the corner. 
Escape your busy, urban weekdays and 
spend a weekend afternoon wandering 
this nearby neighborhood. You'll return 
on the Metro happy, well-fed and feel-
ing refreshed for the week ahead. u

Metro Monopoly: A suburban escape

Margaret Kahn

TITLE DEED

SILVER SPRING

Silver Spring Books
938 Bonifant St.

Mandalay Restaurant 
& Cafe

930 Bonifant St.
Zed's Cafe

8225 Georgia Ave. 
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GWorld Merchants &

 every Monday - The GW Hatchet 
Use your GWorld at these locations or cut out the appropriate coupon and save on 

purchases from area businesses.

Super Saver Coupons

Dental Insurance Admiistrator
K Street Comprehensive 
Care Dental Office is 
seeking Dental Insurance 
Administrator. Skills 
necessary include computer 
(Mac preferred), people skills, 
and ability to easily 'work with 

numbers.' See our WEB Site 
ingberdental.com.
Email kenneth.ingber@verizon.
net

Spring Break
1 BR Ocean View Sleeps 4
Overlooking 300 feet of private 
beach in Pompano Beach, La 
Costa Beach Club Resort 
Email forman@gwu.edu

Data Entry and Databasing
Looking for part-time help with data 
entry and data basing for a local DC 
area business (long established). 
Need someone with strong 
attention to detail who is reliable 
and can work quickly. Pay $10/hr.
Email bernardpollack@yahoo.com

GWU students wanted! 
GMR Marketing is hiring an 
Event Campus
Agent and a Digital Campus 
Agent. Email Resumes to 
ADieringer@
Quickstrikefieldmarketing.com 
or visit our website 
www.quickstrikefieldmarketing.
com to apply!

CAMPUS LIFE JOBS
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NumbEr 
cruNch10 The number of steals sophomore 

guard Chakecia Miller had against 
Rhode Island Sunday.
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womEN's baskETball  | GW 57, rhode island 43

Nick ong
Contributing Editor
nong@gwhatchet.com

To understand GW’s 
dominance on the squash 
court this weekend, just 
look at their opponents’ to-
tals: Not a single Colonial 
foe won a match.

The women’s team com-
manded the court against No. 
30 Johns Hopkins and No. 31 
Bucknell. Anna Gabriela Por-
ras, a freshman from Bogota, 
Colombia, led the team as the 
Colonials’ No. 1 player, and 
took home a win to improve 
her season record to 10-4. 

Playing the last match of 
the series, Porras captured 
the lead early on and held 
onto it while her teammates 
and spectators watched. Her 
victory was a continuation 
of the pace set by her team-
mates, and the women’s team 
swept both the Blue Jays and 
Bucknell 9-0.

“It was a good match, 
but the last match was hard,” 
Porras said. “The rallies were 
good and long.”

At the same time, the 
men’s squash team domi-
nated the court against the 
newly established Mary-
land team. The matches 
were fast paced and one-
sided, with GW holding the 
clear advantage. 

Coming into this tourna-
ment for the fourth year, Sam 
Ehrlich, a senior, took it upon 
himself to pump up his team-
mates by speaking about the 
importance and opportunity 
of the weekend’s opponents.

“We always play these 
teams in this tournament 
this weekend,” Ehrlich said. 
“It’s a good time to practice 
certain shots, and it gives 

you more leeway to try out 
new techniques.” 

Defeating Maryland was 
a win that set the Colonials 
back on track and brought 
the men’s team confidence 
for their next match against 
Brown. They won 7-0, domi-
nating the court and playing 
just seven players throughout 
competition. GW swept each 
match in straight sets, con-
trolling every aspect of play.

“It was nice getting back 
on track after a couple of 
losses, since we’ve got Brown 
next weekend to determine 
our seeding at the national 
championship,” Ehrlich said.

After this weekend, both 
freshman James Reiss and se-
nior Omar Sobhy are leading 
the men’s squad with identi-
cal 15-2 individual records. 

It’s going to be a long 
week for both the men’s and 
women’s squash teams while 
preparing for their upcom-
ing matches. The upcom-
ing matches next Sunday at 
Brown are crucial for both 
teams, but the Colonials first 
have to play at home against 
Drexel Saturday afternoon. 

It will be a quick turn-
around and a grueling 
weekend pace heading into 
the Brown competition, but 
the players say they’re up 
for the challenge.

“This weekend was good 
training for Brown. During 
the week, we’re training five 
days a week and condition-
ing, and there’s also a lot 
of mental training,” Porras 
said. “We’re going to keep it 
up. This sport may be very 
individualistic, but at GW 
we’re a family. We have a 
big team and we’re support-
ive of one another.” u

With nine minutes and 53 seconds 
remaining in the first half, graduate 
student center Sara Mostafa jumped 
up to the backboard and landed on the 
hardwood with her first offensive re-
bound. Then, after missing a contested 
layup, Mostafa elevated again and cor-
ralled another board. Going up to the 
hoop one last time, she drew a foul, 
earning herself a trip to the line.

Though not a flashy sequence, 
that snapshot from Sunday’s game 
against Rhode Island serves as an 
apt example of the Colonials’ relent-
less style of basketball. It’s a style that 
helped GW (8-11, 2-3 A-10) easily take 
down the Rams, 57-43, and one that 
may give the team a chance to make 
up ground in the A-10 standings as the 
season gets hot.

After suffering a tough loss 
against Dayton on Thursday, head 
coach Jonathan Tsipis praised his 
team for responding with such an 
unselfish and energized perfor-
mance against the Rams.

“I thought my team came out with 
great energy and really did a great job 
of rebounding the ball and pressur-
ing the basketball defensively,” Tsipis 
said. “That led us to get in our transi-
tion game much more effectively, es-
pecially in the first 12 minutes of the 
first half. And then in the second half, 
it was the same thing.”

From the tip-off it seemed clear 
that the Colonials’ speedy play, espe-
cially in transition, would take a toll 
on the comparatively slower Rhode 
Island defense. Senior guard Shi-Heria 
Shipp, a player that Tsipis said brings 
a unique edge to the floor, looked 
poised to take control of the offensive 
attack from the start.

Finishing with 12 points on the 
day, Shipp was just one of the many 
rotating pieces in the GW lineup that 
contributed to the victory. Thanks in 
part to a smothering man-to-man de-
fense that confused the Rams, and also 
because of a season-low 13 turnovers, 
GW established a fast-paced and 
deadly offensive run in the first half.

Though the Colonials shot only 
36.4 percent from the floor in the 
opening 20 minutes, 11 second chance 
points helped the cause, as did a grow-
ing reliance on Mostafa and graduate 
student forward/guard Tara Booker, 
who took high percentage shots that 
helped GW tally 20 points in the paint 
by the end of the half. Mostafa ended 
the game with a total of nine points, 
and Booker compiled 12 of her own.

Referring to last Thursday’s Day-
ton game, Tsipis said his team grew 
from the bad loss – and then showed 
off what they learned on the court.

“When you work on something 
that an opponent has done to you, it’s 
a little more eye-opening,” Tsipis said. 
“Off makes, off misses, we were able 

to push the ball. And again, now we 
have post players running and getting 
into good position where they can 
help contribute.”

Despite taking a couple of blows 
from the Rhode Island’s offense at the 
close of the first half, mostly strikes 
from three-point land, the Colonials 
returned to domination shortly after 
the second half began. Sophomore 
guard Chakecia Miller wreaked havoc 
on her Rhode Island counterparts, 
tallying steal after steal and finishing 
with an impressive 10 takeaways by 
the final buzzer.

On the offensive end, GW roared 
forward with ease, opening with 
three consecutive buckets, the final 
one a product of a nifty dish under-
neath the hoop from senior guard 
Danni Jackson. Jackson, who has 
been struggling from the field this 
season, hit a three from the corner 
with just under four to play. It was 
a shot that not only brought the Co-
lonials’ lead to 14, but also one that 
visibly sapped Rhode Island’s al-
ready dwindling energy levels.

Though the Rams found some 
open looks that technically kept them 
in the game, the depth of GW’s bench 
coupled with their aggressive transi-
tion offense proved far too difficult 
a task for Rhode Island to overcome. 
The Colonials never lost their lead in 
the second half and ultimately ran 
away with the win.

For the Colonials’ offense to 
have worked so effectively Sunday, 
Tsipis and his players agreed they 
not only needed the starters ready 
to perform right out of the gates, 
but also for bench players, like Mo-
stafa, to enter the game with seam-
less energy and focus.

“We’re always going hard for 
everything because coach [Tsipis] 
demands perfection. We strive for 
that everyday at practice so that’s 
how we’re able to carry it over to the 
game,” said Mostafa.

Booker added that, as one of 
the starters, it was a plus to know 
confidently that there would be no 
“drop off” in quality of play when 
bench players entered the game. 
Because of the effort from freshmen 
like guard Alexis Chandler, who 
routinely took over at the point 
guard position, the five players on 
the court were always able to pick 
up where the previous five left off.

With a growing offensive chemis-
try that manifested itself fully on Sun-
day, Tsipis has high hopes for the Co-
lonials as they head into the final – and 
most significant – third of the season. 
But at the same time, he knows, there 
is still plenty of work to be done.

“We have to be able to execute 
better in the half court, whether it’s 
man or whether it’s zone,” Tsipis 
said. “Sometimes too, I think, we got 
a little content with keeping the ball 
on the perimeter. u

Colonials trounce Rhode Island in Sunday victory

Squash teams 
sweep weekend
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jordaN EmoNT | phoTo EdiTor
Top: Graduate student center Sara Mostafa charges down the court, avoiding a Rams defensive team as she heads to the basket.
Bottom: Sophomore guard Chakecia Miller navigates around a Rhode Island player. Miller had nine points, eight boards and 10 steals.

samuEl klEiN | coNTribuTiNg phoTo EdiTor
Senior forward Dwayne Smith leaps to the basket to bank one in against Charlotte Saturday 
afternoon. Smith was  a key part of the GW bench that scored 43 points against the 49ers.

tried to stay consistent for the full 40 minutes.”
Charlotte’s frustration came through in the second 

half, as the foul calls ramped up. All in all, there were 
45 total fouls on the game – and 31 of those came after 
the break.

It was another game that saw the scoring spread 
across the Colonial roster. Continuing its recent trend, 
GW’s bench torched the 49ers for 43 points. Kromah 
and senior guard Bryan Bynes led that charge, scoring 
12 each. Kromah added five boards and three steals, 
while Bynes had four assists.

“We came in to really add a spark to the game,” 
Kromah said. “So us coming off the bench is big, we’re 
going against their bench. We have a lot of veteran 
guys coming off the bench, so we just come in and try 
to pick up the slack a bit.”

Members of the starting five, too, aided GW’s at-
tack. Senior forward Isaiah Armwood had nine points, 
a block and eight rebounds, while freshman forward 
Patricio Garino had 16 points on 6-for-6 shooting to go 
along with four steals.

“We do have an unselfish team. Sometimes that 
can be a fault when you need a bucket and the shot 
clock’s down,” Lonergan said. “Our guys, our chem-
istry is good. They really like each other and they’re a 
fun team to coach.”

Earlier this season, when their shots just weren’t 
falling, GW often relied on its defense to keep it in the 
game. That experience paid off Saturday, as it held 
Charlotte to just 31.6 percent shooting on the game.

The Colonials controlled the baseline, outrebound-
ing the 49ers 40-27. 

It was an impressive feat against a team averag-
ing 40 rebounds a game, and it completely disrupted 
Charlotte’s attack. Despite junior guard DeMario May-
field’s 17 points, the 49ers had just six assists through-
out play, unable to turn one player’s success into a uni-
fied offensive front.

“Charlotte’s having a great season. Their chem-
istry seems better this year, they’re winning with re-
bounding and defense and we felt that we had to really 
play tough today,” Lonergan said. “We did a great job 
on the boards. Some of our guards really got in there 
and rebounded, [who] normally we don’t get a lot of 
rebounds.”

When GW was last in Foggy Bottom on Jan. 16, 
it walked off the court after a gut-wrenching loss to 
Temple.

But the team got up off the mats. Riding a three-
game win streak, the Colonials now turn their focus to 
facing La Salle Feb. 2, and maybe, just maybe, a contin-
uation of their recent success over the rest of the A-10 
season. A bid to Brooklyn seems closer now, the team 
learning to compete in a tougher Atlantic 10 that will 
only have slots for 12 of its 16 teams in the postseason.

“We found a way to win the close games, and that 
helped a lot,” Garino said. “Our confidence is pretty 
up right now.” u
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