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The University is consider-
ing extending the time frame 
during which victims of sexual 
assault can take action against 
an alleged perpetrator to one 
and a half years, after consid-
ering a 180-day window.

Students criticized the 
shorter time frame when the 
University rewrote its sexual 
assault policy in September, 
saying victims might not be 
ready to speak out about an 
abuse within just six months.

Deputy Title IX Coordina-
tor Tara Pereira said this week 
that she is working to extend 
the time – a decision that rests 
with the Faculty Senate and 
other top administrators.

She said the initial time 
limit was selected because 
victims’ memories are less re-
liable as time passes. The for-
mer policy did not include a 
statute of limitations. 

“It makes a very difficult 
case even more difficult,” she 
said. 

Victims can also file sepa-
rate criminal charges through 
the Metropolitan Police De-
partment. The statute of limi-
tations in D.C. is 10 to 15 years 
after the alleged assault, de-
pending on the nature of the 
incident.

Nearly 20 percent of wom-
en who attend college are vic-
tims of attempted or actual 
sexual assaults, according to 
the Department of Education. 
But studies have shown that 
the vast majority 

by brIanna gurcIullo
Assistant News Editor

Against St. Bonaventure Jan. 9, the 

Colonials took the court with a 

new starting lineup. That, in and 

of itself, was somewhat unre-

markable. But that day, the Colonials’ starting 

five featured four freshmen – and the team blew 

out the defending A-10 champions, defeating 

them 78-59.

Since then, the Colonials have compiled a 4-2 

record while being the only team in the nation to 

start four true freshmen. While some may have 

seen the roster move as a gamble, head coach 

Mike Lonergan said he wasn't nervous about 

sending four freshmen onto the court.

After all, they come with built-in chemistry. 

The four freshmen starters, Kethan Savage and 

Patricio Garino, Joe McDonald and Kevin Lar-

sen are roommates.

by elIzabeth traynor | Sports Editor

FRESH STARTERS
'Freshman four' become the Colonial catalysts

See POLICY: Page 6See BASKETBALL: Page 8

FoBoGro owner plans for on-campus diner

Get ready for pie, grease and 
plastic menus. A late-night diner 
may soon come to campus.

FoBoGro owner and alumnus 
Kris Hart said Wednesday that he 
is in negotiations with owners of 
three Foggy Bottom buildings to 

build the diner.
The restaurant, which Hart 

said he has not yet named, would 
have a full diner menu with rea-
sonably priced food, like a “big 
old meal you’d get at home for 
cheap, after you go out all night, 
[with] cheese all over it.”

Hart did not pin a timeline as 
to when he might finalize a deal 
on a property. He said one poten-
tial location is on campus, and 
two others are nearby, on K and 
L streets. 

Hart is also the owner of Re-
laxed Spa & Tans, in addition to 
the F Street grocery store and eat-
ery. 

The alumnus said he has 

wanted to bring a late-night eat-
ing option to campus ever since 
he was Student Association presi-
dent in 2003.

“I have always thought the 
opportunity was one of the most 
demanded businesses in our 
neighborhood,” he said. “I think 
it’s something everyone’s crav-
ing.”

He started planning the proj-
ect a year ago but has hit some 
snags along the way. 

Hart said investors have al-
ready agreed to finance the proj-
ect, but added that it still needs 
a finalized property deal and to 
work through city regulations 
and construction. u

by brIanna gurcIullo and 
cory weInberg 
News Editors

"I have always thought the opportunity was one of the most 
demanded businesses in our neighborhood. 

I think it's something everyone's craving."
kris hart

Local Business Owner

jordan emont | photo edItor
Kris Hart, an alumnus and owner of FoBoGro, is nearing a deal to open a late-night diner in Foggy Bottom. He also owns a local salon.

Patricio Garino

The University’s endowment 
has jumped $38 million since last 
summer – good financial news af-
ter a fiscal year of stagnant invest-
ment returns.

The endowment – which helps 
cover academic, construction and 
financial aid costs every year – 
now sits at $1.338 billion midway 
through the fiscal year. The Uni-
versity released this month its en-
dowment numbers from the first 
two quarters of this fiscal year.

Executive Vice President and 
Treasurer Lou Katz attributed 
the growth of the endowment 
to the rebound of global equity 
markets, which account for the 
largest share of endowment in-
vestments.

About 42 percent of the en-
dowed is tied up in global equity, 
like stocks in the Brazilian emerg-
ing market. The University also 
relies heavily on real estate in-
vestments in D.C.

The global markets helped 
restore GW’s investment returns 
to double digits. One-year in-
vestment returns shot up to 11.57 

percent as of Dec. 31 after linger-
ing around 2.4 percent last fiscal 
year.

Big investment returns mean 
more cushion for the University’s 
annual payout for scholarships 
and salaries.  

Last year was a sluggish time 
for many top university endow-
ments around the country. Most 
schools do not release quarterly 
financial data.

The University’s endowment 
is smaller than those of many of 
its peer schools and other top re-
search universities, which some-
times means GW must fund new 
projects through debt and other 
sources.

For example, New York Uni-
versity’s endowment is more than 
double GW’s, at $2.8 billion.

But the endowment’s relative 
smallness – as well as safe invest-
ment bets – helped the Univer-
sity’s finances stay afloat as the 
global economy plummeted in 
2008. That stability has allowed 
GW to invest in new buildings 
and faculty positions as other 
schools have pulled back. u

Kevin Larsen Joe McDonald Kethan Savage

Rankings scrutinized as fifth 
college this year comes clean

ONE-YEAR 
INVESTMENT RETURNS

2.4% July 2012
11.57% Dec. 2012

GW'S ENDOWMENT
$1.25 billion Feb. 2012

$1.338 billion Dec. 2012

Bucknell University on Friday 
became the fifth college in a year to 
admit to submitting false admissions 
data to U.S. News & World Report, re-
newing scrutiny over college rankings 
and how those figures are reported.

The Pennsylvania college skewed 
its average SAT score by leaving off a 
few dozen students’ scores, Bucknell 
President John Bravman announced, 
which boosted the overall mean by 

up to 25 points. Bravman called the 
omission “relatively small” but seri-
ous. Higher education experts say the 
streak of confessions, including GW’s 
in November, has raised doubt about 
the reliability of college rankings.

Since last April, GW, Claremont 
McKenna College, Emory University 
and the Tulane University Freeman 
School of Business have also dis-
closed that they misreported admis-
sions data. 

by jeremy dIamond
Contributing News Editor

See RANKINGS: Page 3

Alumnus, former SA 
president owns two other 
businesses on campus

Sexual 
assault 
policy under 
review

Endowment bounces back 
with $38 million gain
by catherIne barnao
Hatchet Staff Writer
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Public school merger
not yet a done deal
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U.S. Public Diplomacy
Learn about the evolution of American 
public diplomacy from Under Secretary 
of State Tara Sonenshine and School of 
Media and Public Affairs director Frank 
Sesno.
Elliott School, Room 602 • 5 p.m.
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ScOTT fIgATNer | hATcheT PhOTOgrAPher
Freshman Matt Lefkowitz, left, donned short sleeves and shorts to kick a soccer ball around University Yard on an unseasonally warm afternoon 
Tuesday. Temperatures soared to about 70 degrees – a welcome change from the below-freezing temperatures that hit Foggy Bottom last week.
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A lot of these metrics that people obsess over don’t 
have much to do with the educational quality of the institution.

–Eric Hoover, senior writer at the Chronicle of Higher Education, on the five colleges that 
have admitted to misreporting admissions data in the last year. 

ron K. Brown and 
evidence
Watch Brooklyn-based Ron K. 
Brown dance company in a 
performance set to the music of 
Stevie Wonder.
Lisner Auditorium • 8 p.m.

Self-defense class
Want to feel safer walking home 
at night? Join the University Police 
Department for a six-hour self-defense 
class and get prepared to counter 
violence.
Rome Hall, Room 101 • 9:30 a.m. 

Orchestra concert
Hear a concert featuring student and 
faculty musicians with the University 
choir, conducted by professor Nancia 
D’Alimonte, as they interpret pieces 
from Brahms and Schumann.
Lisner Auditorium • 3 p.m.

Two weeks after the city announced that 
two Foggy Bottom public schools would 
merge in an effort to save money, one of the 
principals told parents the plans are not yet 
concrete.

Francis-Stevens Education Campus, 
which serves pre-kindergarten through eighth 
grade, avoided closure after it was slated as a 
satellite campus for the School Without Walls, 
according to D.C. Public Schools documents. 
But the high school’s principal said he has yet 
to receive confirmation of the merge. 

“I have a lot of promises – verbal promises 
– but I don’t have anything in writing yet,” 
principal Richard Trogisch said. 

The public magnet high school, housed 
at the center of campus at 2130 G St., is about 
110 students over capacity. If the merger goes 
through, Trogisch said he plans to assign stu-
dents to take classes in the N Street building, 
now to be called the School Without Walls at 
Francis-Stevens, on alternating days.  

The high school received 1,200 applica-
tions last year for 140 available spots in its 
freshman class. The additional space will 
bump up that number by 10 seats.

Trogisch said parents and faculty have had 
mixed reactions to the consolidation plan.

“It’s a challenge because the learning en-
vironment here is one that’s so excellent, and 
having to send a class or part of a class or some 
students to Francis-Stevens to reduce the pres-
sure on this building, it’s caused some discus-
sions to occur. Let’s put it that way,” he said. 

Trogisch emailed parents this week outlin-
ing a plan if the merger goes through, stressing 
that he will maintain the high school’s quality. 
According to its website, it has a 100 percent 
graduation rate. 

The School Without Walls could also boost 
the “academic rigor” of the lower grades, he 
said in the email to parents. It will align sixth, 
seventh and eighth grade courses with Col-
lege Board standards.  

All applicants, including those at Fran-
cis-Stevens, will still be required to take an 
entrance exam. Trogisch said he hopes about 
30 percent of Francis-Stevens eighth-graders 
– about 15 students – will be able to pass the 
test. Only about one or two Francis-Stevens 
students have attended the School Without 
Walls after graduation each year in the past. 

Francis-Stevens students will only attend 
classes in their current building and will con-
tinue to wear uniforms, distinguishing them 
from the high school students who will flow 
into their vacant classrooms. 

Former University President Stephen 
Joel Trachtenberg and Dean of the Graduate 
School of Education and Human Develop-
ment Michael Feuer will sit on a task force on 
the schools’ long-term plans.

–Brianna gurciullo
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Alexander Huang’s of-
fice shelves are lined with 
thick volumes of Shakespeare 
plays. But instead of sifting 
through “Hamlet,” like many 
English professors, Huang 
prefers to design websites and 
tag videos of the play.

Huang is trying to steer 
GW’s humanities departments 
toward computer screens, us-
ing 3-D mapping, videos and 
data visualization to get an 
edge. He and other professors 
want to start the University's 
first digital humanities re-
search institute, which could 
be housed in Gelman Library.

“I wish GW would really 
jump on the wagon and react 
quickly. This is a field that’s 
developing so fast,” Huang, 
an associate professor of Eng-
lish, said.

Digital humanities is a 
catch-all term for the disci-
pline in which scholars mine 
data, study multimedia and 
create software in fields like 
English, history and philoso-
phy. For instance, Huang built 
a digital archive of Shake-
speare plays from around the 
world. His colleague, English 
professor Jeffrey Cohen, runs 
a group blog on Medieval 
studies.

The momentum is build-
ing after Huang and others 
organized the University’s 
first symposium on digital 
humanities last weekend. It 
drew over 300 people, includ-

ing most of his colleagues in 
the English department. 

Professors and experts 
also say the digital focus will 
help humanities majors land 
jobs by picking up high-de-
mand web skills. 

The institute, which 
would likely include a hand-
ful of new faculty positions 
and technology, would put 
GW in line with competi-
tors like George Mason and 
Northwestern universities, 
as well as the University of 
Maryland.

It would be one of the 
most visible research addi-
tions in the humanities, as 
most of GW’s big-ticket build-
ings and research dollars have 
been set aside for science, en-
gineering and public health 
fields recently. 

Huang said administra-
tors have supported the grow-
ing field, but the department 
needs a more “unified front” 
to convince other departments 
like history or philosophy to 
make a joint digital leap. The 
digital focus has seen some 
resistance from his colleagues, 
who are sometimes suspicious 
about the legitimacy of the 
field’s peer review process.

Provost Steven Lerman 
said digital humanities en-
couraged the kind of collabo-
ration that the University is 
encouraging in its upcoming 
strategic plan, “where engi-
neers can work side by side 
with humanists.”

“We’d be open to it. We’d 
have to see the plan [for a 
center], but it’s an area that’s 
an exemplar of some of the 
things we have in mind when 
we talk about cross-disciplin-
ary work,” Lerman said. 

The department may also 
leverage their work in digi-

tal sphere to earn University 
funds. The draft of the Uni-
versity’s strategic plan, which 
will be finalized in February 
and outlines about $200 mil-
lion of investments.

Cohen said digital work 
will reposition the humanities 
to the front of GW’s plans.

“We hope digital humani-
ties is something that can 
flourish under the plan,” he 
said. “It wouldn’t take a huge 
amount of investments to get 
us there. Student interest is 
there. We just need some of 
the basics.”

Brett Bobley, director of 
the National Endowment 
for the Humanities’ Office of 
Digital Humanities, said his 
office uses a $2 million bud-
get to issue grants in the field, 
although the majority of the 
NEH’s grants goes toward 
traditional fellowships that 
fund paper books. 

“I do think there’s certain-
ly some resistance to any kind 
of a new endeavor, but as a 
whole I’ve been impressed 
with how readily accepted 
this kind of work is,” Bobley 
said. 

The English department 
also hired another digital 
specialist who will start next 
year. Huang is teaching the 
first graduate seminar on 
digital humanities this se-
mester. 

Cohen said experimenting 
with social media and collab-
orating with scholars digitally 
around the world has also 
added liveliness to the field.

“I’m a medievalist. There 
are days when I lock myself in 
my office with a Latin diction-
ary and a big book,” he said. 
“But I’m not interested in do-
ing the same things I was do-
ing at GW when I first came in 

The GW Hatchet pur-
chased a townhouse on F 
Street Wednesday that will 
be renovated into a mod-
ernized headquarters with 
double the space of its old 
office.

The Hatchet has worked 
out of a crammed, two-
story office at 2140 G St. 
since 1994, the year after 
it became editorially and 
financially independent 
from GW. It pays full rent to 
use the University-owned 
townhouse, but that land-
lord-tenant tie will cease 
when the staff moves into 
the three-floor property by 
the end of this year.

In a quiet phase of a $2 
million fundraising cam-
paign, the nonprofit Home 
for The Hatchet – run by 
Hatchet alumnus and board 
of directors member Ken 
Chaletzky – has raised about 
$300,000 to put toward the 
new building. Chaletzky 
has been the driving force 
behind the move, leading 
the nonprofit’s fundraising 
efforts and financial deals. 
He served as a business 
staffer and production man-
ager from 1967 to 1971.

“We’re just getting 
started with our public 
campaign, and we’re very 
pleased with how we’ve 
gotten off the ground. We’ve 
got a long ways to go,” he 
said. “The space The Hatch-
et is in now is inadequate. If 
you’re going to attract more 
people to the paper, you 
need a facility that makes 
them want to come here.”

Each floor of the new 
building will be lined with 
spacious offices for each 
Hatchet section, from web 
and news to opinions. The 
basement will feature a con-
ference room to host events 
and hold educational train-
ing for student journalists.

There are several 
planned upgrades to The 
Hatchet’s new home, like 
handicap accessibility, a 
kitchen, a lounge and an ex-
panded business office. 

The move will give the 
staff a greater lab for pro-
ducing high-quality jour-
nalism, Hatchet editor in 
chief Priya Anand said. 

“The staff will be able to 
expand and have more in-

house workshops to build 
a stronger cadre of report-
ers,” Anand said. “More 
room means greater oppor-
tunity to expand the staff 
box, which can only lead to 
greater innovation.” 

Several potential do-
nors have also paid for the 
naming rights of the editor 
in chief’s office, newsroom 
and business office. Nam-
ing opportunities are still 
available for several rooms, 
like the web and photo of-
fices, as well $750,0000 for 
the entire building.

Berl Brechner, 66, who 
served as editor in chief in 
1967, sponsored the news-
room. He said he was driv-
en by fond memories of 
covering the University and 
the city amid Vietnam War 
protests during his tenure.

“The opportunity as an 
editor to manage a staff, 
meet deadlines, work hard 
and long hours – all of that 
was as meaningful to my ed-
ucation as any other course-
work,” Brechner said.

The plans for the move 
began in 2008, but were 

shelved amid the financial 
crisis. 

The move will also help 
The Hatchet financially by 
cutting down on the month-
ly rent costs of about $4,300 
it pays the University. By 
owning its own building, 
The Hatchet will save up to 
$26,000 a year in rent, Ev-
elyn Gardner, The Hatchet’s 
general manager, said.  

Chaletzky said GW 
has been a fair landlord 
throughout the paper's time 
in its leased space on G 
Street.

"The University has 
been extremely helpful in 
all aspects of this project, 
especially in the acquisi-
tion of the property and in 
our fundraising efforts," he 
said.

Founded in 1904, The 
Hatchet is the second-oldest 
continuously published news-
paper in the District. It prints 
twice weekly and runs a daily 
online operation, netting sev-
eral awards like “best non-
daily” and photography, mul-
timedia and opinions honors 
in the last few years. u

Lynn O'Shaughnessy, 
a higher education writer, 
said after GW disclosed its 
misreporting in November, 
she predicted more to come 
forward.

"Other schools have 
been caught doing this. Who 
knows how many schools 
are doing this? I think a lot," 
she said.

Part of the problem 
stems from universities’ de-
centralized and inconsistent 
reporting systems, Chron-
icle of Higher Education 
senior writer Eric Hoover 
said. 

At many institutions, 
several departments calcu-
late the same numbers but 
churn out different results. 

“It’s just not a very 
evolved reporting system,” 
Hoover said. And when 
those figures are reported to 
U.S. News, he said, “there’s 
no data cop as far as these 
numbers go.”

Like any data-compiling 
institution, the publication 
is limited by personnel and 
time constraints, Hoover 
said.

Scott Jaschik, an editor at 
the online news site Inside 
Higher Ed, said U.S. News 
relies on the colleges to sub-
mit tallies of its enrollment 
data, and it’s unlikely the 
publication will change its 
policy and begin asking for 
raw data instead. 

“It would cost them a lot 
– they would have to hire a 
lot of people to handle a lot 
of data,” Jaschik said.

But U.S. News & World 
Report doesn’t see a trend 
in misreporting. Follow-
ing Tulane’s misreporting, 
the publication’s Director 
of Data Research Robert 
Morse described the inci-
dents as “isolated cases” in 
a blog post.

“We have no reason to 
believe that other schools 
have misreported data,” 
Morse wrote.

Admissions directors 
tend to disagree. Ninety-
one percent of admissions 
directors said they believed 
more universities were 
guilty of inflating data, ac-
cording to an October 2012 
Inside HigherEd survey – 
after two instances of mis-
reporting.

In an email, Morse de-
clined to comment on any 
trends in false data reports 

or Bucknell University’s re-
cent disclosure.

“I am not doing inter-
views at this time,” he said 
in an email this week. He 
has refused interviews since 
November.

The rash of inaccurate 
data may be triggering a 
domino effect, Provost Ste-
ven Lerman said.

He said the problem of 
misreporting is not “better 
or worse” among colleges 
now than it was in the past.

“When we identify or 
others identify mistakes,” 
Lerman said, “it probably 
causes others to call up their 
people and say, ‘Let’s take 
look at the numbers.’ ”

Mike Reilly, executive 
director of the American 
Association of Collegiate 
Registrars and Admissions 
Officers, said that more uni-
versities are verifying their 
data after the recent in-
stances of misreporting. He 
said that more universities 
would likely discover inac-
curate data.

Some schools are now 
calling on their institutional 
research offices to supervise 
admissions data calcula-
tions, which could stem the 
problem, Jaschik said.

In contrast to a univer-
sity’s admissions depart-
ment, institutional research 
doesn’t face the pressure of 
meeting specific enrollment 
goals.

At Emory University, 
officials admitted to know-
ingly inflating admissions 
data, and an independent 
investigation implicated the 
university’s director of in-
stitutional research.

After GW came clean on 
its misreporting, University 
President Steven Knapp 
maintained that it was inad-
vertent.

Senior Vice Provost for 
Academic Affairs and Plan-
ning Forrest Maltzman also 
announced that the college’s 
academic assessment office 
would take over the data 
reporting and that outside 
firms will audit admissions 
data more regularly.

“We’ve taken away from 
[the admissions office] the 
responsibility for recording 
the data,” Maltzman said 
in November, after disclos-
ing the error. “It was a bad 
system. It’s bad across ad-
ministrative units to have 
the same unit responsible 
for bringing in the class 
and then telling us about 
the class. It doesn’t make 
sense.”

The audit firm Baker 
Tilly checked the most re-
cent year of GW’s data af-
ter Maltzman first noticed 
a discrepancy in data this 
summer. While Knapp and 
Maltzman have said the 
firm found no other errors, 
both declined to provide a 
written audit report, saying 
it was delivered orally at a 
Board of Trustees meeting.

Besides GW, all other 
schools revealed that at 
least one employee know-
ingly inflated admissions 
data.

Reilly, a former enroll-
ment manager, credited new 
leadership at the admissions 
level as a key factor in iden-
tifying faulty data.

Despite growing skep-
ticism over the accuracy of 
rankings and their method-
ologies, which often focus 
on standardized testing and 
sometimes consider peer 
reviews, many prospective 
parents and students con-
tinue to focus on a school’s 
position.

“Ranking is not going 
away,” Reilly said. “I think 
it’s primarily because stu-
dents and families value 
it.”

New York-based Iona 
College was caught in one 
of the most high-profile 
cases of U.S. News kicking 
a school off the rankings. It 
was tossed out of the top re-
gional universities list two 
years ago after lying about 
test scores, graduation rates, 
freshman retention, student-
faculty ratio, acceptance 
rates and alumni giving. u

- Sarah Ferris and Cory Wein-
berg contributed to this report. 

photo courtesy of home for the hatchet
The Hatchet's new townhouse will feature three floors of office 
space, in addition to a basement-level conference center. The F 
Street building will nearly double the space of The Hatchet's cur-
rent townhouse, located at 2140 G St. across from the GW Deli.

by cory weiNberg
Campus News Editor

Hatchet to renovate, move into F Street townhouse

after GW, two more colleges
admit to misreporting data

by cory weiNberg
Campus News Editor

samuel kleiN | coNtributiNg photo editor 
Associate professor Alexander Huang, who has helped steer the humanities departments' digital move, research-
es fields including English and theatre. He hopes to create a digital humanities center in Gelman Library.

Fields such as English, history 
turn toward technology

"When we identify or others identify mistakes, it 
probably causes others to call up their people 

and say, 'Let's take a look at the numbers."

berl brechner
Former GW Hatchet Editor in Chief

Humanities scholars 
integrate online tools 
into research

Board launches $2 
million fundraising 
campaign

Schools that admitted to reporting false admissions data 
to U.S. News & World Report in the past year

"The opportunity as an editor to manage a staff, meet deadlines, work 
hard and long hours – all of that was as meaningful to my education as 

any other coursework."

berl brechner
Former GW Hatchet Editor in Chief

"I'm a medievalist. There are days when I lock myself in my office with 
a Latin dictionary and a big book. But I'm not interested in doing the 

same things I was doing at GW when I first came in the 1990s."

jeffrey cohen
English professor

from p. 1
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A rally is one small 
step to student space

 Staff Editorial

If you picked up a print copy of The Hatchet in the 
past few days, you might have noticed a change to 
the top of the opinions page. For years, the upper 
right-hand corner was home to a “quotable” com-

ment from that day's issue.
But from now on, in its place there will be a box 

titled “What the University Won’t Talk About This 
Week.” 

This University has perpetuated a culture of de-
clining to comment on a range of issues, from sales at 
J Street to the cost of an unpopular rebranding cam-
paign by top-tier firms. As stakeholders in this com-
munity, students have the right to information.

Yes, when officials decline to comment, it hinders 
reporting. But more importantly, it leaves the public 
less informed.

After the University disclosed in November that it 
had inflated admissions data for a decade, administra-
tors left students with many unanswered questions. 
GW tasked an external firm to audit its admissions 
data, but only received an oral report of that investi-
gation. University leaders declined to comment when 
asked critical questions – like why they did not task 
the firm with producing a report, or how they deter-
mined that the flawed formula which skewed admis-
sions data was inadvertent. And they refused to make 
the former dean of admissions, Kathryn Napper, avail-
able for comment, and then announced her retirement 
a month later.

These are not isolated incidents.
The inaugural post on “What the University Won’t 

Talk About This Week” featured a spokeswoman's 
decline to comment on the number of FIXit requests 
submitted last semester. And in the fall, the University 
Police Department declined to say how many eleva-
tors broke down that year.

We have a duty to our readers to diligently report 
fair, unbiased and accurate news. To honor that rela-
tionship of trust, our readers deserve to know what 
information is being withheld from the community, 
and we will continue to post the declines to comment 
in hopes of encouaging a shift away from secrecy and 
toward transparency and clearer communication.

The GW Hatchet

Most finance majors 
share the same goal: 
a lucrative internship 
or job offer at a large 

financial institution. But at a non-
target school for big banks, GW 
finance students are sometimes 
overlooked for summer intern-
ships.

This has changed to some ex-
tent over the past two years due 
to the work of the F. David Fowl-
er Career Center and the launch 
of the real estate and finance 
mentorship program in 2010. 
Nevertheless, administrators 
and finance students are strug-
gling to figure out how to make 
our students more attractive to 
high-profile banks.

The ongoing discussion in 
the business school is whether 
or not incorporating more liber-
al arts classes in the curriculum 
will make GW business students 
more appealing to future em-
ployers.

Clearly, both liberal arts and 
finance classes provide a unique 
educational experience. The 
former stretches the mind and 
teaches students critical think-
ing. And the latter provides stu-

dents with practical skills used 
to create value for the firm. 

For some students, college is 
about taking a variety of courses 
and exploring interests. Others 
believe college is about special-
izing in a field that will provide 
tangible skills which will in turn 
help them find jobs. I fall in the 
latter category, but it has become 
increasingly apparent to me that 
finance students need a back-
ground in both areas to be suc-
cessful in today’s global work 
environment.

The idea to create a Bachelor 
of Science degree in finance is 
a step in the right direction. Fi-
nance students should be encour-
aged to take a variety of courses, 
such as psychology or African 
politics, as they have major im-
plications for understanding fi-
nancial markets. Additionally, 
these courses will encourage stu-
dents to develop writing skills 
more than traditional business 

administration courses do.  This 
knowledge will serve students 
well in the future when conduct-
ing equity research, organizing 
information for pitch books or 
summarizing Financial Times 
articles for superiors. I am con-
fident that this new degree will 
be well received by the students 
who pilot the program.

However, the school must 
address the problems with the 
bachelor of business administra-
tion degree. 

For example, there are too 
many core requirements that 
should either be consolidated or 
eliminated completely. Students 
are required to take 13 business 
administration classes that are 
incredibly repetitive. This is 
apparent in courses like Orga-
nizational Behavior and Man-
agement, Organizations and 
Society.

Business students also do 
not write enough. A simple so-
lution is to increase the required 
number of WID courses for these 
students. By consolidating the 
number of required business 
administration classes, students 
would have the opportunity to 
take more courses in which writ-
ing is an integral part of the cur-
riculum.

At the end of the day, it is 
unclear whether or not a spe-
cialized degree would improve 
one’s chances of securing the 
ideal summer internship. But 
what is clear is that a well-round-
ed educational background will 
provide students with the tools 
they need to make a lasting im-
pression while on the job. And 
for that reason, I support the 
specialized finance degree.

Alexander Akel is a senior in 
the GW School of Business.

To the GW community:
Student space means 

additional study rooms 
on campus, more places 
to hang out and more op-
portunities for student or-
ganizations to assemble, 
hold events and make an 
impact.

It's about more than 
just the physical area — it 
is the idea that the com-
munity has its own place 
to pursue its goals, fulfill 
the tasks that fill to-do lists 
and spark a sense of iden-
tity on campus.

GW provides us with 
endless opportunities. But 
when things like an over-
crowded Gelman Star-
bucks or a booked Marvin 
Center impede students’ 
ability to collaborate with 
peers, we find ourselves 
disappointed.

If we push for more 
student space together 
with one united voice, the 
administration will listen. 
The Student Association 
cannot tackle this initiative 
alone. The need for more 
student space is a cam-
pus-wide problem that all 
students at GW face. The 
more space we have, the 
more room we have to 
grow as a community and 
as an institution. 

In the past few years, 
we have witnessed the loss 

of WOW Café and Wing-
ery, the Hippodrome and 
the Fishbowl. The upcom-
ing departures of Froggy 
Bottom Pub, Mehran, Thai 
Place and Panda Café from 
their homes on Pennsyl-

vania Avenue will add to 
the list of venues that are 
in alumni's memories but 
will soon vanish.

Students at GW are 
unique. Some are here to 
study hard and get their 
degrees. Some are here to 
become actively involved 
in the community.  Stu-
dents' ambitions take them 

outside the classroom to 
work, collaborate and do 
good. 

That's why investing 
in student life and student 
space is the best thing we 
can do for GW. 

Friends tell us that they 
lack the space to practice 
for performances, to meet 
in groups to collaborate 
on upcoming projects or 
to simply have a place to 
call their own in between 
commutes, which is espe-
cially important for gradu-
ate students who live off 
campus.

If we are expected to 
turn knowledge into ac-
tion and become the next 
generation of doctors, law-
yers, engineers, diplomats, 
teachers, politicians, com-
munity organizers and en-
trepreneurs, we need the 
space to come together.

We hope you will join 
the student space rally in 
Kogan Plaza Thursday 
from noon to 2 p.m. and 
sign the petition that will 
be presented to the Board 
of Trustees in February. 
This is our university, and 
our tuition – let’s make it 
our space, too.
Sincerely,
Patrick Kennedy, Avra 
Bossov, Julia Susuni, Dan-
iel Egel-Weiss, Tyler Calder 
and Ari Massefski

When Student Association Presi-
dent Ashwin Narla spoke with The 
Hatchet’s editorial board at his en-
dorsement hearing last spring, he 
said he would not only represent 
students if elected, but also give 
them an integral role in the advocacy 
process.

He pledged to be the voice of the 
student body – not an arm of the ad-
ministration. 

Narla is fulfilling that promise. 
The SA will hold a rally in Kogan 
Plaza Thursday, through which the 
group hopes to marshal student sup-
port for construction on the third-
floor terrace in the Marvin Center 
– the next phase of the ongoing stu-
dent space initiative. They plan to 
collect student signatures for a peti-
tion that they can then present to the 
Board of Trustees. 

Bringing more students into 
the fold just might be the key to 
success on this issue. And it is a 
stark contrast from past SA ad-
ministrations, which did not seek 
student support with a rally. 
But admittedly, getting students to 
participate in the rally will be a chal-
lenge. And it is unknown whether 
it will have any meaningful impact. 
There is a perennial problem of stu-
dent engagement with campus is-
sues, and the SA has its work cut out 
for itself. 

What we do know is that when 
student-related initiatives have been 
put up for a vote in the past, apa-
thy was high and voter turnout was 
low. 

During the smoking ban referen-
dum last spring, less than 20 percent 
of students cast a ballot. And when 
the SA proposed another referen-
dum on the student fee increase in 
November, only 16 percent of the 
student body took the time to ex-
press their opinion. Both referenda 
passed, but the majority of students 
simply weren’t involved. 

This rally is an admirable at-
tempt to encourage student engage-
ment on campus, but it can't be the 
only effort. Students must recognize 
that a long-term battle is necessary if 
any real progress is to be made. 

And while focusing on long-term 
objectives, Narla’s administration 
has also successfully tackled quality-
of-life issues this year.

So far, he has delivered free 
HIV/AIDS testing clinics at the Stu-
dent Health Service, convinced the 
administration to open Duques and 
Funger halls later for students to 
study and passed a student fee in-
crease to enable the SA to offer more 
funding to smaller student organiza-
tions. 

It’s unlikely that any building 
projects for the third floor terrace 
will take off this semester. But it is 
possible to build real momentum. 

The merits of creating a new finance degree
Alexander Akel

Op-Ed
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This rally is an 
admirable attempt 

to encourage 
student 

engagement on 
campus, but it 

can’t be the only 
effort.

What is clear is that a well-rounded educational 
background will provide students with the tools to 

make a lasting impression while on the job.

Who knew a classroom could be such a work out?
by Amanda Kay

More opportunities to assemble

The more space 
we have, the 

more room we 
have to grow as a 

community and as 
an institution. 
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DestructioN
01/23/13 – Time unknown
Alleyway between H and I 
streets
Case closed

A staff member reported a 
punctured tire on a 4-RIDE 
vehicle and said he believed 
the damage was deliberate.

–No suspects or witnesses
 

Drug Law VioLatioN/
Liquor Law VioLatioN 
01/24/13 – 11:23 a.m.
Schenley Hall
Case closed

An Office of Health and Safety 
staff member reported smelling 
marijuana. Housing staff 
conducted an administrative 
search, which yielded marijuana 
residue, paraphernalia and 
alcohol.

–Referred for disciplinary 
action

 
01/24/13 – 10:41 p.m.
Ivory Tower
Case closed
A staff member reported 
smelling marijuana. An 
administrative search yielded 
2 grams of marijuana, 
paraphernalia, alcohol and 
knives.

–Referred for disciplinary 
action

 

Drug Law VioLatioN
01/25/13 – 2:28 a.m
Munson Hall
Case closed
The University Police 
Department received an 
anonymous tip that a room 
smelled of marijuana. Housing 
staff responded to the room in 
question and found 2.5 grams 
of marijuana, paraphernalia 
and three fraudulent driver’s 
licenses.

–Referred for disciplinary 
action

01/25/13 – 11:30 p.m. 
Off campus
Case closed

UPD was notified by National 
Park Police that three students 
were apprehended smoking 
marijuana on the National 
Mall by the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial Wall.

–Referred for disciplinary 
action

 
Hensley Hall
01/26/13 – 11:27 a.m.
Case closed
UPD detected a suspicious 
odor. An administrative 
search yielded 8 grams of 
marijuana. 

–Referred for disciplinary 
action

 
HarassmeNt 
01/25/13 – 1 p.m.
Off Campus
Case closed
A student received a harassing 
message from her ex-boyfriend’s 
cell phone. It was not clear if 
the ex-boyfriend, also a GW 
student, sent the text. 

–Referred for disciplinary 
action

 
simpLe assauLt
01/25/13 – 8 p.m.
1959 E St.
Case closed

A student reported that her 
roommate bumped her during 
an argument. 

–Referred for disciplinary 
action

 
Liquor Law VioLatioN 
01/26/13 – 11:46 p.m.
2100 block of F Street
Case closed
UPD responded to a report of 
an intoxicated student laying 
in the street. He was assessed 
and taken to the hospital for 
treatment for alcohol poisoning.

–Referred for disciplinary 
action

–Compiled by Aaron Goodtree

The Student Associa-
tion will look to stir up 
a campus-wide push for 
more student space on cam-
pus this week, continuing a 
year-and-a-half battle.

Before the Board of 
Trustees meeting next 
month, the SA will “dorm 
storm” every building on 
campus and hold a student 
space rally Thursday with 
enough free food for 1,500 
students. The group hopes 
to get more than 5,000 sig-
natures on a petition asking 
the Board of Trustees and 
University President Steven 
Knapp to build up the Mar-
vin Center third-floor ter-
race and reserve the future 
basement of the superdorm 
for study and lounge areas.

SA leaders have blasted 
the more than $300 million 
allocated toward academic 
buildings recently, com-
pared to $17 million spent 
on GW’s library and Marvin 
Center student offices. 

Sen. Ryan Counihan, 
SoB-U, who drafted a reso-
lution this week condemn-
ing the University’s lacklus-
ter approach to increasing 
student space, called it an 
“ultimatum” for adminis-
trators to take their voices 
seriously. The senate passed 
the bill unanimously. 

“It’s been a perpetual 
issue. The fact that it’s per-
petual shows that it wasn’t 
dealt with before,” Couni-
han said. “The Student 
Association is definitely 
taking a more aggressive 
approach, because we’ve 

gotten nowhere over the 
past year and a half. Space 
makes students happy and 
makes them more likely to 
give back to the Univer-
sity."

Last semester, the SA 
sent a space proposal to ad-
ministrators’ desks, pitching 
10 ideas, including 24-hour 
access to academic build-

ings and the elimination of 
fees for student organiza-
tion events. The University 
only partially agreed to the 
plan, giving students access 
to seven conference rooms 
in the Marvin Center after 
business hours and allow-
ing students into Duques 
and Funger halls until 2 
a.m. 

SA President Ashwin 
Narla said those were posi-
tive gains, but students 
need to see a more serious 
commitment to space.

Narla said the lack of 
space hampers students' ex-
perience at GW. Narla said 
if GW pledged to carve out 
more space for students, 
more students would “love 

GW and not love being at 
GW because it’s in D.C.”

The executive duo sent 
a second proposal this 
month. Narla said he and 
Bergren met with Executive 
Vice President and Treasur-
er Lou Katz last week and 
will meet with other admin-
istrators over the next two 
weeks to discuss this plan.

This is the second year 
the SA president has cam-
paigned for student space 
at a Board of Trustees meet-
ing. 

To draw in student sup-
port at the rally, sandwich 
shop Jetties will provide 
free sandwiches, and the SA 
will spend about $500 for 
pizza, Narla said. u

CRIME LOG

by cHLoé sorViNo
Assistant News Editor

eLise apeLiaN | HatcHet staff pHotograpHer
Sen. Ryan Counihan, SoB-U, right, put forward a bill urging GW take steps to set aside more space for students.

Students urge GW to address campus space crunch

"The Student Assocation is definitely taking a more aggressive 
approach, because we've gotten nowhere over the past year and a half."

ryan counihan
Student Association Senator

a look back at the fight for student space

JuNe 2011
The University's Hippodrome, home to a student bowling alley and WOW  
Café and Wingery, closes on the Marvin Center's fifth floor.

september 2011 
The Fishbowl, a hang-out hub on the corner of 22nd and G streets, is re-
placed with administrative offices. 

february 2012
Then-Student Association President John Richardson lobbies for fourth floor 
Marvin Center construction at the Board of Trustees meeting.

may 2012
The Board of Trustees sets aside $225,000 to renovate the fourth floor of 
the Marvin Center and expand student organizations' offices.

september 2012
SA President Ashwin Narla and Executive Vice President Abby Bergren sub-
mit a 22-page proposal outlining 10 ways to allow greater use of campus 
space, including turning academic halls into study rooms at night. Adminis-
trators agreed to few demands in full.  

JaNuary 2013
Narla and Bergren amp up lobbying with a second proposal, a student rally 
and a petition they hope will get more than 5,000 signatures.
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of campus rapes go unre-
ported. At GW, the number 
of sexual assault reports 
totaled 11 in 2010 and 16 in 
2011, according to Depart-
ment of Education statis-
tics.

Some schools – like 
Georgetown and American 
universities – do not set limits 
on when a student can come 
forward and make a disciplin-
ary case. 

Pereira, who led GW’s dis-
ciplinary offices for more than 
a decade, said in recent his-
tory, the longest time a victim 
has waited before filing charg-
es through the University was 
two years. Other resources 
– like counseling services – 
would still be available after 
the time limit expired.  

The Faculty Senate pre-
liminarily approved the sexu-
al assault policy in September, 
which also assures confidenti-
ality to accusers and prohibits 

victims from directly mediat-
ing with offenders. Under the 
previous draft policy, an al-
leged victim could still bring a 
case forward after the 180-day 
mark with “good cause.” 

“It’s meant to be more 
clear, more open,” Pereira, 
who helped craft the policy, 
said. “And then we’re going 
to chop off our own head with 
making the timeline so short 
that no one feel comfortable 
availing themselves of it? No 
way.”

Pereira and Vice Provost 
for Diversity and Inclusion 
Terri Harris Reed met with 
student organizations that ex-
pressed concern with the poli-
cy, including the GW Feminist 
Student Union and Students 
Against Sexual Assault, in 
the fall. Pereira said she had 
planned to change the policy 
even before formally sitting 
down with the groups, but 
hearing their feedback helped 
reinforce support for the poli-
cy shift. 

"They echoed for us what 
we were already thinking.  
That was very helpful to us 
moving forward," Pereira 
said.

Emily Rasowksy, president 
of Students Against Sexual 
Assault, said they discussed 
the University’s reasoning for 
certain decisions and offered 
feedback. She said the group 
has sought to build up its re-
lationship with Pereira, a fre-
quent point of contact about 
University developments.

GW is also creating a web-
site with resources to deal 
with sexual assault or accusa-
tions of sexual assault, called 
Haven. Pereira said it could 
launch as early as March, and 
will also cover how to report 
hate or discrimination crimes.

The website breaks down 
the University’s sexual assault 
policy for victims, including 
where to go for support ser-
vices, how to report an inci-
dent and what to expect after 
reporting. 

"They echoed for us what we were already thinking.  
That was very helpful to us moving forward"

TARA PEREiRA
Deputy Title IX Coordinator

from p. 1

Statute of limitations could 
extend for sexual assault cases
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From GWTV to CBS

Restaurant review: Boqueria tapas Bar and Restaurant 

Student lives out dream as junior correspondent, 
reports on Super Bowl

albóndigas ($14)
Rosemary Manchego ($5) 
jamon serrano ($9)
Churros con Chocolate ($7)
signature Red sangria ($34)

DON'T MISS THESE

sCott figatneR | hatChet photogRapheR
Wash down meat-, vegetable- and potato-based dishes with a pitcher of sangria at  Boqueria Tapas Bar and Restaurant. Located at 19th and M streets, the eatery offers an authentic Spanish tapas experience. 

It’s been about a year 
since I left GW to study 
abroad in Spain, 
and I’m begin-
ning to feel a 
little nostalgic 
– especially for 
the food.

Luckily, Bo-
queria Tapas Bar and Res-
taurant, located just a short 
walk from campus on the 
corner of 19th and M streets 
promised to cure my crav-
ings. The restaurant was 
packed when I went on 
a Thursday evening with 
some friends, but we still 
managed to grab a high-top 
table at the bar within 15 
minutes.

The bar, which takes up 

almost half of the restau-
rant, is framed by chalk-

boards listing 
daily spe-
cials in funky 
handwriting. 
Dim lighting, 
a room full of 
chatter and 

Spanish music made me 
feel like I was truly back in 
Europe. 

After reading over the 
menu, my friends and I 
placed a hefty order of as-
sorted tapas. Our waitress 
advised us to order two to 
three plates per person – the 
portions are on the smaller 
side – so we could try dif-
ferent vegetable, potato and 
meat dishes. 

The first dish to arrive at 
our table was Coca de Setas 
($14), a homemade flatbread 
with tender, roasted wild 
mushrooms, mixed Spanish 
cheeses, sweet caramelized 
onions and crisp frisée let-
tuce. Each element of the 
dish was unique in texture 
and flavor, but together 
they melded perfectly. 

Next we received Gam-
bas al Ajillo ($13): juicy 
shrimp in a spicy garlic 
pepper oil. The shrimp 
were sweet and tender, 
and there were more than 
enough for all of us. The 
next three dishes to arrive 
at our table were three of 
my favorites from Spain: 
Patatas Bravas ($9), Espina-

cas a la Catalana ($8) and 
Croquetas Cremosas ($11). 
The Patatas Bravas rivaled 
those that I ate in Spain. 
The crispy potato wedges 
were generously doused in 
spicy fire-roasted tomato 
“salsa brava” and creamy 
garlic aioli. The potatoes, 
though covered in sauce, 
maintained their crunch 
and temperature, and the 
two sauces balanced each 
other very well. 

The spinach in the Es-
pinacas a la Catalana was 
briefly cooked so that it 
was hot without losing its 
crunch. The addition of 
pine nuts, garbanzo beans 
and golden raisins paired 
well with the greens. 

Finally, the croquetas 
were filled with sautéed 
mushrooms and salty ser-
rano ham – a traditional 
Spanish meat, similar to 
prosciutto. I could tell they 
were freshly fried from their 
crisp, golden exterior and 
creamy inside. We washed 
our meal down with a 
pitcher of seasonal sangria 
($34) made with sparkling 
rosé wine and cranberries. 

The quality of food 
was worth the wait, and 
although it may not be 
suitable for an intimate 
meal, the atmosphere was 
conducive to catching up 
with friends and winding 
down over tapas and san-
gria. I would highly recom-

mend making a reservation, 
though, as you are bound to 
wait on any weekend night, 
and the aroma of fried pota-
toes, garlic and ham might 
drive you crazy if you're 
starving. 

As they say in Spain, 
¡Buen Provecho!

Lauren Katz

While millions will 
gather around their televi-
sions Sunday for the biggest 
football game of the year, 
one junior will stand on the 
sidelines.

Casey Wood, a junior 
correspondent for CBS, trav-
elled to New Orleans Sat-
urday to prepare for Super 
Bowl coverage alongside his 
idols: Bob Costas, Jim Rome 
and Kevin Frazier. On game 
day, he will be on the side-
lines, covering everything 
from the pre-game action to 
the game itself and the post-
show.

The journalism and mass 
communications major and 
station manager for GWTV 
said he always knew he 
wanted to go into broadcast 
journalism and describes his 
experience on- and off-air at 
CBS as a dream. 

Wood, 21, began work-
ing for CBS last year. He has 
since covered major events 
like Superstorm Sandy and 
Inauguration Day, doing ev-
erything from prep work to 
interviewing celebrities. His 
list of past interviewees al-
ready covers actors, TV per-
sonalities, high-profile ath-
letes and business moguls, 
including Piers Morgan 
and brothers Peyton and Eli 
Manning.

“It’s been surreal,” Wood 
said. “It’s every young avid 
sports fan’s dream.”

Growing up in a sub-
urb north of Chicago, Wood 
started working when he 
was 15 to help support his 
family. Both Wood and his 
identical twin brother Tobey 
received soccer scholarships 
to GW and enrolled in 2010.

“We were brought up un-
der, ‘Hard work will always 
beat talent, because talent 
stops working hard,’ and, 
‘When you’re tired, work 
harder,’ ” his brother said, 
adding that he considers his 
brother very ambitious.

Since arriving in New 
Orleans Saturday, Wood has 
interviewed Dan Marino, a 
former quarterback for the 
Miami Dolphins and a mem-
ber of the Pro Football Hall 

of Fame. The interview took 
place as they played a game 
of catch.

Wood’s work days at 
CBS begin at 5 a.m. and end 
at 11 p.m. He first adjusted 
to the schedule when he ar-
rived at the studio before 
sunrise for Hurricane Sandy 
coverage.

“Every day, I wake up 
with a smile on my face like 
a kindergartner on the first 
day of school,” Wood said, 
adding that his optimistic 
attitude has earned him 

the nickname “puppy” at 
work.

He will graduate in De-
cember and hopes to con-
tinue working for CBS. His 
goal is to be a reporter or 
associate producer after 
college and eventually ad-
vance to reporting network 
news like his idol Brian Wil-
liams.

“Being side-by-side by 
every major reporter in the 
sports world – it’s totally a 
dream come true,” Wood 
said.

photo CouRtesy of Casey wood
Junior Casey Wood will cover the Super Bowl live from New Or-
leans as a CBS correspondent.

''

''

"It's been surreal. 
It's every young avid sports fan's dream."

casey wood
Junior
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Colonials fall in double overtime to Duquesne
What does double over-

time against a team tied for 
first place for the confer-
ence, undefeated in league 
play, say?

It spells tenacity. And 
fight. And heart – three 
qualities head coach Jona-
than Tsipis thinks his team 
has.

That’s why, even though 
the Colonials ultimately fell 
63-59 in double overtime to 
Duquesne, Tsipis immedi-
ately emphasized the pride 
he has in his team during 
his postgame press confer-
ence.

“I thought our kids 
had an unbelievable will 
to fight, and did a great job 
getting the lead in the sec-
ond half,” Tsipis said. “We 
fought. And that’s what I’m 
most proud of in our team. 
We challenged them at half-
time to come out and throw 
that first punch, and I think 
we threw some good combi-
nations and got out, and got 

in our transition game.”
Still, dropping a dou-

ble overtime contest was 
a heartbreaking turn of 
events for the Colonials (8-
12, 2-4 A-10). It was a loss 
born of  equal parts fatigue, 
and Duquesne doing more 
to close the game out, Tsipis 
said.

“We were struggling to 
score, and we felt like we 
couldn’t rely on jumpers,” 
Tsipis said. “I think the dif-
ference, from that point, 
was their activity level 
was better, and when they 
broke us down defensively, 
somebody had a wide open 
shot.”

After a slow start early 
in the game, the Colonials 
revamped their approach, 
boxing out with greater en-
ergy and fighting harder to 
hold their ground against 
the Dukes.

The team went on an 
8-0 run to halt Duquesne’s 
dominance, exiting the half 
with an advantage on the 
boards and the game tied 

at 24.
In the second, the Colo-

nials opened with a quick 
run that gave them the lead, 
continuing to crack down 
on the Dukes’ chances. The 
team shot 33 percent overall 
on the game, and its true of-
fensive success came when 
it cracked down on the glass 
and got out in transition, its 
head coach said.

“Then, I think , it makes 
the basket bigger, and you 
start running your half 
court sets, and everything 
like that,” Tsipis said. 

The team’s attack was 
led by graduate student 

forward Sara Mostafa and 
senior guard Danni Jack-
son, who each tallied 17 
points. Mostafa added nine 
rebounds, and Jackson sup-
plemented her points total 
with three assists. It felt 
like the offense was clicking 
best when the whole team 
pushed its attack together, 
the two said.

“We were able to run the 
plays properly, I got open a 
few times from my team-
mates setting good screens,” 
Mostafa said. “That’s just 
something that we always 
stress. Setting good screens, 
hitting someone to get your 

teammate open, and hitting 
the boards.”

The team was able to 
keep within striking dis-
tance from the Dukes de-
spite turning the ball over 
25 times, tying GW's sec-
ond-highest total of the 
season. Duquesne scored 27 
points off of turnovers on 
the game.

“Besides a number, it’s a 
matter of a confidence level,” 
Tsipis said. “I didn’t feel like 
in either of the overtimes that 
played a factor, but it definitely 
did when they made their run. 
We were forced to have to score 
just in the half court.”

Despite a GW crack-
down on defense, the Dukes 
weren’t the kind of team 
to go quietly. Even when 
faced with GW’s revamped 
pressure, they continued to 
battle, going on a 16-2 run 
to regain the lead with six 
minutes remaining. Regula-
tion ultimately ended in a 
tie at 48, the game heading 
into two overtime periods 
before Duquense walked 

away with a narrow vic-
tory.

Still, it was a perfor-
mance with many high-
lights for the Colonials, in-
cluding their defense. They 
cracked down on the perim-
eter, holding the Dukes to 
1-17 shooting from beyond 
the arc.

“I thought today we played 
really well on defense. I just 
think that sometimes, we miss 
some key things and details, 
what we know we should have 
done, we just missed them,” 
Jackson said. “They were just 
mental lapses.”

But though it was a game 
with many positives for the 
Colonials, the loss still stung 
as GW walked away from the 
Smith Center Wednesday.

“The thing that gave me 
confidence was seeing the 
good things that my team-
mates and I were doing,” 
Mostafa said. “I do feel 
confident moving forward, 
but this one just hurts really 
bad. Because it was right 
there.”u

camEroN laNcasTEr | haTchET PhoToGraPhEr
Senior guard Danni Jackson tries to get around a Duquesne defender while attempting a basket in Wednesday's game. Jackson had 17 points against the Dukes to go along with three assists. 

by ElizabETh TrayNor
Sports Editor

Revamping GW's starting lineup has led to success

"I do feel confident moving forward, but this 
one just hurts really bad. 

Because it was right there."

sara mostafa
Graduate Student Forward

“Last year, we just didn’t have 
the freshmen to make that move, we 
didn’t have the players,” Lonergan 
said. “This year, we have a good class 
of freshmen. We have more depth.”

Quarterbacking the “freshman 
four” is Joe McDonald, the point guard 
who joined the Colonials and immedi-
ately began to shoulder the burden of 
running their offense. He struggled un-
der the pressure a bit at the beginning 
of the season, fouling out of games and 
looking shaky at times.

But since the starting five revamp, 
McDonald’s ease on the court has be-
come apparent. Along with senior 
point guard Bryan Bynes, the two have 
tallied 44 assists and just 14 turnovers 
over A-10 play. And McDonald ranks 
in the top 15 in the league in assist-to-
turnover ration. 

“I feel a lot more comfortable,” 
McDonald said. “With the confidence 
that the coaches have given me, the 
confidence in myself, the confidence in 
my teammates. All that, I just feel a lot 
better and able to run my team.”

Adding Savage to the starting ro-
tation, McDonald said, was another 
key component to increasing his com-
fort level. Their time together on the 
court far precedes their time in Colo-
nials uniforms. Both local recruits, they 
competed against each other in high 
school and would eventually play on 
the same AAU team.

The familiarity, both with McDon-
ald and the other freshmen, is invalu-
able for Savage, who’s averaged 47.6 
percent shooting since joining the 
starting lineup.

“Playing with three other fresh-
men, it’s good to be out on the floor 

with each other. We’re in the dorms 
a lot, hanging out. So we learn more 
about each other, each and every day,” 
Savage said. “We gain confidence play-
ing with each other.”

Rounding out the rest of the fresh-
man starters are two international re-
cruits: Garino and Kevin Larsen, both 
forwards.

Garino’s rapidly making a name 
for himself as both GW’s best perime-
ter defender and streak scorer. He's the 
blur on the court that weaves in and 
out of traffic both to take the ball to the 
net and to halt its path at the other end 
of the court.

He’s averaging 50.9 percent shoot-
ing and has 15 steals over A-10 play. 
Garino’s become so adept at throwing 
together a steal, fast break and lay-in 
that fans joke he should trademark the 
move.

“I always focus on defense first, 
and offense comes naturally,” Garino 
said. “I’m really focused on all of my 
defenders, all the time. Usually I get 
the best player on the other team.”

Often setting up McDonald, Sav-
age and Garino to score is Larsen, who 
patrols the paint along with the fifth 
starter, senior forward Isaiah Arm-
wood. Even when Larsen struggles 
to score in a game, as he did against 
Charlotte, he’s conscious enough to 
create opportunities – dishing out 
three assists against the 49ers.

Learning to supplement his play 
comes partly from the chemistry he 
attributes to his fellow freshmen, but 
also from Armwood.

“I’m just trying to take everything 
he does and add it to my game,” Lar-
sen said. “He helps me a lot. Every 
time I have a question, I always come 
to him. He’s always trying to take me 
under his wing.”

Perhaps the greatest strength of 
the Colonials’ young starting lineup is 
the ripple effect it has on the rest of the 
team. GW’s bench has exploded since 
A-10 competition started, outscoring 
opponents 181-67.

Much of the bench is still averag-
ing starter’s minutes, Lonergan point-
ed out. They just come with more pro-
duction.

“I think [senior guard] Lasan 

[Kromah], since we went to him, 
he’s played really well off the bench. 
And Brian, [senior forward] Dwayne 
[Smith] and [junior forward] Nem-
anja [Mikic],” Lonergan said. “It’s 
been as much about who’s starting 
as who’s coming off the bench. It’s 
given us a lot of scoring.”

All four freshmen seemed to 
have resisted the inflated egos that 
could come with stepping into a 

starting role so early in their col-
legiate careers. It’s about the team, 
they insist, about winning, and 
about the chemistry they’ve been 
able to build.

“We’re always together. We’ve got 
that understanding. In practice, we al-
ways play with each other, after prac-
tice we’re always in shooting,” Larsen 
said. “We just have an understanding 
for each other’s playing style.“ u

haTchET filE PhoTo by camEroN laNcasTEr | haTchET PhoToGraPhEr  
Freshman guard Joe McDonald holds off a defender in a game against Charlotte last Saturday.
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