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Starting next spring, student or-
ganizations will have to pitch each 
event and expense to the Student 
Association to get funding.

Instead of asking for lump 
sums of money during the alloca-
tions process, when the SA divvies 
up a nearly $1 million pool this 
year,  groups will have to break 
down their event and administra-
tive costs, following the passage of 
a reform bill Monday.

The changes stem from a 
two-month audit of SA financ-
es, launched after organizations 
claimed the allocations process 
was unfair to certain groups last 
fall. This spring is also the first time 
groups will submit budgets before 
the school year begins, and it marks 
a third year of overhaul to the allo-
cation process. 

Second-in-command of the fi-
nance committee Ryan Counihan 
said would help the SA to ensure 
fairer funding.

“We are creating a more trans-
parent allocations process so people 
know from day one where their 
money is going to be spent for the 
entire year,” Counihan said.

The SA has traditionally al-
located funds to student organi-
zations in September, but leaders 
said an earlier process would help 
groups kick off faster at the start of 
the academic year.

The committee announced the 
itemized budget policy, which will 
become stricter over next two years, 
just 11 days before groups must sub-
mit their budgets for the 2013-2014 
school year. Next year, the finance 
committee will require even more 
specific budget breakdowns detail-
ing expenses for each specific event. 

Counihan said the SA will 
phase in the new policy to avoid 
burdening organization leaders, 
who have less than a month to put 
their budgets together.

Senators outside the finance 
committee will vet any funding 
appeals, after groups like the Club 
Sports Council complained about 
that process last semester.

The senate will also begin vot-
ing on co-sponsorships, budget 
requests throughout the year that 
total more than $5,000. This year, 
the finance committee approved 
10 co-sponsorships for more than 
$5,000. Finance committee chair 

Consultants gave Gelman 
Library a stinging critique this 
week, calling it a subpar re-
search library with sparse re-
sources and staff as part of a 
months-long University review.

Administrators declined 
to release details of the report, 
conducted by top librarians 
from University of Virginia and 
Columbia University. But Da-
vid McAleavey, an English pro-
fessor and chair of the Faculty 
Senate libraries committee, said 
their findings were harsh.

“Apparently to objective 
outside observers, Gelman is in 
really, very bad shape and is in 
need of attention for funds for 
collections, as well as for staff, 
and so on,” McAleavey said at a 
Faculty Senate committee meet-
ing this month.

He later said in an email 
that he was speaking with “hy-
perbole” at the senate meeting. 

Professors and administra-
tors have in the past lamented 
the decision to hold flat the li-
brary’s about $4 million budget 
for books, staff and databases 
for the past decade, despite ef-
forts to raise GW’s research 
prominence. 

The consultants’ findings, 
based on two days of discussions 
with staff, faculty and students 
in February, will help shape a 
final report by the 20-member 
library strategic review commit-
tee, assembled by Provost Ste-
ven Lerman last year.

Vice Provost for Teaching 
and Learning Stephen Ehrmann, 
who is heading the review com-
mittee, downplayed the consul-
tants’ report.

“This was, I think, a much 
smaller and more informal 
study than you imagine,” Eh-
rmann said.  

Ehrmann and McAleavey 
declined to sit for an interview.

The number of faculty positions 
with a chance at tenure has reached 
an all-time high this year, as GW 
looks to lure top scholars with more 
permanent positions.

Nearly 79 percent of full-time 
professors this year have or are in 
line for tenure – a rise bolstered by a 
15 percent drop in the number of pro-
fessors who have no shot at a perma-
nent teaching job, according to data 
released this month.

The shift away from hiring pro-
fessors who sign short-term contracts 
and may focus on more teaching than 
research signals a heavy financial 
commitment to recruit top faculty – 

winding down decades of GW lag-
ging on academic spending compared 
to competitors.

“I think this reflects this part 
of this university’s evolutionary 
pact, in which we are growing the 
tenure-track faculty. This has been 
due to very successful hiring in a 
number of schools,” Provost Ste-
ven Lerman said at a Faculty Sen-
ate meeting this month.

Lerman said the growth mostly 
can be explained on a school-by-
school basis. For example, he said, 
the GW School of Business and the 
Columbian College of Arts and Sci-
ences filled non-tenure track faculty 
positions with tenure track professors 

When Angela Esquivel was 
drugged and sexually assaulted dur-
ing her senior year of college, she 
longed to erase the experience from 
her memory.

But the part-time professor real-
ized after entering graduate school 
that even with counseling and support 
from loved ones, she could not wipe 
away her traumatic past. She decided 
to face it, reaching out to her univer-
sity’s sexual assault awareness and 

prevention center and switching her 
program of study to student affairs. 

Esquivel is now an advocate 
against sexual violence and a member 
of the Dean of Students office’s crisis 
response team. She lives in Thurston 
Hall, and over the last year, pressed 
for the reauthorization of the Violence 
Against Women Act on Capitol Hill 
and at the White House with an ad-
viser who authored the bill.

“I think it helps me not regret or 
resent what happened,” Esquivel, 
who came to GW in 2010, said. “I think 
a crime like that really involves obvi-

ously being disempowered, and so for 
me, it’s a part of staying empowered 
and having control over what role this 
thing is going to play in my life.”

Nearly 20 percent of college wom-
en are victims of attempted or actual 
sexual assaults, according to the De-
partment of Education. But studies 
have shown that the vast majority of 
campus sex abuses go unreported. At 
GW, the number of sexual assault re-
ports totaled 11 in 2010 and 16 in 2011.

President Barack Obama signed 

Report: 
Gelman in 
'very bad 
shape'
Outside review raises 
red flags about library
by mary ellen mcIntIre
Hatchet Staff Writer

Bill tightens 
oversight of 
group funds
by chrIs hebdon
Hatchet Staff Writer

samuel kleIn | contrIbutIng photo edItor
Part-time professor and residential coordinator Angela Esquivel said she helped heal from a sexual assault during her own college years 
by advocating against violence and harassment. She has been part of the national conversation on the Violence Against Women Act.

Sexual assault survivor empowers others
by brIanna gurcIullo
Assistant News Editor

Most ever professors 
given chance at tenure
by spogmay ahmed
Hatchet Reporter

Student Association hopefuls have taken to street corners, so-

cial media and the debate stage in a monthlong campaign to 

pitch their ideas for GW's future. One has donned a crown and 

cape for the sake of satire. Many have created viral videos and 

rallied supporters. When polls close Thursday night, campus 

may have its next student leaders.   

With polls open, 
candidates pitch platforms

 A campaign shaped on satire       Candidate profiles      The Hatchet's endorsements
                                 Pg. 3                                               Online at gwhatchet.com                                       Pg. 4

See TENURE: Page 9

See GELMAN: Page 9See FINANCE: Page 9

See ACTIVIST: Page 9

Commencement speaker 
lacks broad approval

Two-thirds of students are un-
happy or indifferent toward the 
selection of actress and alumna 
Kerry Washington as the Com-
mencement speaker this May, ac-
cording to an informal survey of 
190 students.

Washington, who stars in 
NBC’s “Scandal” and recent-
ly appeared in the Academy 
Award-winning film “Djanjo Un-
chained,” is a 1998 alumna and a 
former member of the Board of 
Trustees. She will accept an hon-

orary degree before a 20,000-per-
son crowd May 19.

One-third of respondents said 
they felt “indifferent” toward 
Washington, who was announced 
Monday – nearly the same per-
centage of students who said they 
were satisfied or very satisfied 
with the pick.

Washington was a leader in the 
Department of Theatre and Dance 
during her time at GW, crafting 
her own major in performance 
studies and maintaining ties with 
her alma mater as she rose to fame, 

by brIanna gurcIullo
Assistant News Editor

See SPEAKER: Page 7
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Date Auction
Pick out a companion for the evening and fight back 
against cancer during the Relay for Life date auction.
Marvin Center Continental Ballroom • 
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Briana Whitfield, a senior at Theodore Roosevelt Senior High School, was stunned after receiving a full-ride to GW. Keeping alive a 24-year tradition, University 
President Steven Knapp surprised eight high school seniors with acceptance letters Wednesday. The students will join the class of 2017 tuition-free.

Sarah ferris | Senior News Editor | sferris@gwhatchet.com
Cory Weinberg | Campus News Editor | cweinberg@gwhatchet.com
Chloe Sorvino | Assistant News Editor | csorvino@gwhatchet.com

Brianna Gurciullo | Assistant News Editor | bgurciullo@gwhatchet.com
Jeremy Diamond | Contributing News Editor | jdiamond@gwhatchet.com

Snapshot

''

''

The fact that I’ve been asked to meet with the top administrators to discuss the serious points behind 
my message, which other candidates have not, shows that they are listening to what I’m saying. 

–Hugo Scheckter, Student Association presidential candidate, on officials taking his satirical campaign seriously.

Cyberwar
Join journalists and cybersecurity 
experts for a discussion on Chinese 
cyber attacks targeting media outlets.
1957 E Street, Room 602 • Noon

Student film festival
Enjoy short films, documentaries, 
music videos and commercials from 
college students on the East Coast.
Marvin Center • 6:30 p.m.

Pancakes with the Provost
Join Provost Steve Lerman and 
his wife for flapjacks in their 
home.
Mount Vernon • 10:30 a.m.
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Student Association executive vice 
president candidate Will Ellingson dropped 
out of the race late Monday night, citing a 
family emergency.

The junior said he will go home to Colo-
rado next week to spend time with family and 
will split much of his time between his home 
state and D.C. over the few months.

“I simply don’t know if I [would] be able 
to commit to what the SA EVP position really 
requires, which is something that’s very, very 
important to me. If this pull is taking me home, 
I won’t be able to dedicate the amount of time 
the position deserves,” Ellingson said.

His departure leaves just two candi-
dates, sophomore Mike Adam and junior 
Kostas Skordalos, in the executive vice 
president position.

Ellingson, who was on the Colonial Cabi-
net last year, is a member of the Sigma Chi 
fraternity. He was running on a platform that 
targeted peer academic advising and bringing 
the housing and FIX-It departments under 
one roof.

–Chloé Sorvino

former professor 
to lead U.S. Labor 
Department

President Barack Obama nominated a 
former School of Public Health and Health 
Services professor Monday as the next la-
bor secretary.

Thomas Perez, the assistant attorney gen-
eral for civil rights, worked at GW’s public 
health school from 2007 to 2009. He held an 
endowed research professor position and 
taught part-time.

“His work at SPHHS focused on the in-
tersection of civil rights and ensuring access 
to health care for underserved communities,” 
Lynn Goldman, dean of the public health 
school, said in a statement. “We know that he 
will bring the same level of commitment to his 
work if he becomes the next Secretary of the 
Labor Department.”

Perez will also be the only Latino on 
Obama’s second-term cabinet if confirmed.

As Obama’s administration plans to 
take on immigration reform, Perez could 
play a significant role in shaping legislation 
if confirmed.

Perez served as Maryland labor secre-
tary until 2009, when he was appointed to 
his current position as the nation’s top civil 
rights lawyer.

–Mary Ellen McIntire
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Student ASSociAtion electionS 2013

While most Student Association 
presidential candidates are polish-
ing off their speeches, one is polish-
ing off his crown.

Instead of promising more stu-
dent space or new career programs, 
senior Hugo Scheckter is casting 
himself as the “King of GW” in a 
satirical campaign. He vows to raise 
GW's infamous tuition higher and 
build more textile museums on cam-
pus, mocking the GW Museum that 
will house the crosstown Textile Mu-
seum in 2014.

Scheckter, a former under-
graduate-at-large senator, said few 
student representatives are bold 
enough to challenge administra-
tors. He said that hesitance is part 
of the reason the SA has seen little 
traction on issues like student space 
in recent years.

“None of the students really 
stand up to the administration 
enough. By running this campaign, 
there’s a serious message behind 
what I’m doing,” Scheckter said.

During his time on the SA, Scheck-
ter worked on an anti-discrimination 
bill and was known for voicing his 
opinions without reproach during 
meetings. He stepped down from the 
SA Senate last fall due to a class con-
flict, after a semester marked by dis-
agreements with the organization’s 
finance committee.

Two years ago, another former SA 
senator made a splash with a presi-
dential platform to abolish the group 
in entirety: junior Phil Gardner.

Gardner, now a graduate stu-
dent at GW, said non-traditional 

campaigns allow for a break from 
overused, recycled talking points 
and encourage more students and 
administrators to talk about the is-
sues in new ways.

“The real changes that happen 
rarely happen from the safe candi-
dates,” he said.

While the SA is sometimes criti-
cized for focusing on internal re-
forms, Gardner said changing the 
organization’s structure would al-
low for more meaningful action.

Executive Vice President Abby 
Bergren said campaigns like Scheck-
ter’s and Gardner’s help bring a 
“fresh perspective” to the debate 
and also get more students interest-
ed in the SA.

“If you see King Hugo running 

around, that will catch your atten-
tion and the more you’ll be interest-
ed,” Bergren said.

She added that they do not dele-
gitimize the SA because its legitima-
cy “comes from the work that we do 
throughout the year.”

Director of the Center for Stu-
dent Engagement Tim Miller said 
he makes sure candidates “treat the 
election process with both respect 
and perspective.” He added that the 
end goal of every campaign so far 
has been to effect change and im-
prove the University.

“While the students in these posi-
tions are capable of doing incredible 
things at GW and can effect change 
that can last for years, perspective is 
essential,” Miller said.

As a senior picking up his diplo-
ma this summer, Scheckter knows 
he would have to resign his post 
were he elected. But he said winning 
the most votes on election day isn’t 
his intention.

And with the buzz he’s gener-
ated among students and adminis-
trators like Senior Associate Provost 
and Dean of Students Peter Konwer-
ski and University President Steven 
Knapp, Scheckter said his campaign 
is already a success.

“The fact that I’ve been asked 
to meet with the top administra-
tors to discuss the serious points 
behind my message, which other 
candidates have not, shows that 
they are listening to what I’m say-
ing,” Scheckter said. u

Off-beat campaigns shed light on SA flaws

Holes in candidate platforms

HatcHet file pHoto
Senior Hugo Scheckter, left, dons a king costume to drive home his point that the University runs like a dictatorship and 
does not care about students. Two years ago, junior Phil Gardner ran a campaign to abolish student government at GW.

by allisoN kowalski
Hatchet Staff Writer

MicHAel MoRGAn: Wants to create a financial literacy program, which the University is already launching
Michael Morgan, who is running for SA president, highlighted increasing financial literacy for students. One idea to tackle this, he said, is to start 
a program to teach undergraduates how to file their taxes. Graduate MBA students would teach the workshops – an opportunity Morgan said 
would be a resume-builder. But the Center for Student Engagement has already committed to increasing students’ financial prowess, and it even 
began a pilot seminar series called “Big Adult Topics” this semester to teach students not only how to file taxes, but also how to pay off student 
debt and start saving for retirement. The program will launch officially next fall, offering a workshop once a week.3

The Hatchet investigated candidates’ platforms and found that some ideas have failed before, 
some are out of touch and some are redundant. Here are the top five loopholes in the Student 
Association president and vice president candidates’ campaigns.

4 KoStAS SKoRdAloS: Wants to push for sexual assault policy reform that is already changing
Junior Kostas Skordalos said he wants to put more weight behind preventing sexual assault and supporting survivors. The activist said he 
wants to strike out the 180-day window for reporting sexual assault to an indefinite time period, but Deputy Title IX Coordinator Tara Pereira 
already said in January that the University has plans to more than double that time period. He also said he wants to advise Pereira on develop-
ing a centralized online resource about sexual violence, which GW already has in the works through a website called HAVEN.

tYWAn WAde: Wants to overhaul the Program Board, when the SA president does not have that power
Freshman presidential candidate Tywan Wade said campus events need improvement. He proposed scrapping Program Board’s current structure 
and using a public relations committee as well as specific committees devoted to concerts, performing arts, speaker series and special events. But Pro-
gram Board already has committees broken up by event type, including performing and visual arts, political affairs and concerts, as well as by group 
needs like marketing, advertising and finances. Chair Lauren Shenfeld said the organization’s current structure is “very effective." She also said the 
SA president has no discretion over Program Board's structure or programmatic goals, beyond suggestions from one student leader to another.
2

MiKe AdAM: Wants to add a voting student seat to the Board of Trustees
Sophomore executive vice president candidate Mike Adam said he wants to push administrators to add a voting student seat to the 
University’s highest governing body, the Board of Trustees – an effort that has repeatedly failed. While some public universities like 
Pennsylvania State University and the University of Massachusetts have voting students on their boards, student leaders this year said 
that position may not be ideal promoting student issues because trustees handle long-term financial matters, not items that impact day-
to-day campus life. In addition to the SA president's speaking time before the full board at each meeting, two SA cabinet members serve 
as non-voting members of the student life and academic affairs committee.
5

1
JuliA SuSuni: Wants to move Student Health Service closer to campus
Junior Julia Susuni, who is vying for the SA’s highest post, wants to move Student Health Service and the University Counseling Center off K 
Street and closer to the heart of campus. She proposed Tompkins Hall as a potential open space once engineering departments move into the 
Science and Engineering Hall in 2015. Senior Associate Dean of Students Mark Levine, who oversees wellness at GW, said SHS's location is 
beneficial for students because there is a pharmacy, imaging center and a Quest Lab in the same building. He said the in-house resources allow 
for faster results. Levine also said that the UCC was moved from a site on-campus to its current spot to provide clients with "anonymity" while 
still being one block away. He added that he would consider moving both services under one roof "if the right location became available."

Editor’s Note: The Hatchet could not fact-check presidential candidates Michael Morgan and Tywan Wade on their campaign ideas about security because Senior Associate Vice 
President for Safety and Security Darrell Darnell and University Police Chief Kevin Hay declined to comment on their platform points through University spokeswoman Michelle 
Sherrard. Morgan pledges in his platform to extend UPD identification checks in all residence halls from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. but could not specify how GW would fund extra employ-
ees. Wade promises to let students from other residence halls tap into buildings without having residents visit the lobby to sign them in. He also hopes to have the Vern Express 
stop in Georgetown on nights and weekends and train UPD officers and 4-RIDE drivers to be “friendlier.” 
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Both candidates for execu-
tive vice president of the 
Student Association exhib-
ited a dedication to student 

issues as well as a strong commit-
ment to improving students’ lives 
at GW.

But after meeting with each of 
the students, The Hatchet’s edito-
rial board endorses junior Kostas 
Skordalos, a humble leader with 
concrete, attainable goals.

In the hearings, Skordalos 
demonstrated his interest in rel-
evant student issues, one of which 
is heightening awareness of sexual 
assault. As a founder and co-pres-
ident of GW’s Men of Strength 
chapter and an active member of 
Students Against Sexual Assault, 
it is clear that this is an issue that 
he is both passionate and knowl-
edgeable about.

Sexual violence is a problem 
that permeates college campuses 
nationally, including GW. In his 
endorsement hearing, Skordalos 
said he views the SA as the ideal 
platform for advocating for sexual 
assault awareness. We find it en-
couraging to see a candidate so 
dedicated to student safety.

GW’s statute of limitations 
within which sexual assault vic-
tims can file action against an al-
leged perpetrator was set at 180 
days under a draft policy imple-
mented last September.

The administration is now 
working to extend that time period 
to a year and a half – a time frame 
Skordalos called insufficient. In a 
move to benefit victims, who may 
not be ready to come forward after 
a traumatic incident within a lim-
ited time window, he pledged to 
continue lobbying to remove the 
statute of limitations altogether.

His experience working with 
administrators would aid the SA 
not just on this issue, but on all 
initiatives.

Student space has been an is-
sue on candidates' platforms for 
the past two years. But Skordalos’ 
approach to the issue has prom-
ise.

He articulated a timeline for 
his student space plan which in-
cluded short-term goals such as 
reorganizing space in the Ivory 
Tower basement, intermediate 
goals like giving students active 
roles in decorating and redesign-
ing common areas in residence 
halls and long-term goals such 

as ensuring students receive ad-
equate space in the new “super-
dorm” and in the Marvin Center. 
These are not new ideas, but they 
proved that Skordalos recognizes 
feasible steps to increase student 
space.

He is pragmatic about the 
scope of his responsibilities as a 
student advocate. For example, 
while he admitted it may be out 
of his reach to attempt to change 
University Police Department 
protocol, he expressed a desire to 
work hard in other, more attain-
able capacities, like building a 
stronger sense of community on 
campus through outreach to stu-
dent organization leaders.

The executive vice president 
is the top leader of the SA Sen-
ate. In the past, the senate has 
been accused of apathy, and it is 
the executive vice president’s job 
to rally the senators to work on 
meaningful legislation. Skorda-
los’ focus on open dialogue with 
the senators will serve the SA 
well. He expressed a willingness 
to meet with student groups and 
SA senators immediately to learn 
their individual goals and ensure 
productivity.

Skordalos does not crave the 
spotlight. He said he would prefer 
to work behind the scenes lobby-
ing the administration and orga-
nizing student leaders to achieve 
their goals. It was refreshing to 

hear that Skordalos’ desire to do 
substantive work outweighed any 
wish to become a campus celeb-
rity.

His smaller-scale ideas to in-
crease student space and support 
for sexual assault victims seem at-
tainable in the span of a one-year 
term.

Skordalos’ opponent, Mike 
Adam, was equally passionate 
about student issues during his 
hearing. The strongest portion of 
his campaign platform was a call 
for the SA to help pull in outside 
grants for student organizations 
that need funding beyond their al-
locations from the University. This 
represents an immediate solution 
to a persistent problem.

Like many SA candidates, 
Adam would like to see more 
campus space allocated for stu-
dent use. He expressed interest in 
finding ways to renovate existing 
areas in campus residence halls. 
This has been mentioned by past 
student leaders and is a worthy 
goal.

But when it came to the rest 
of his platform, there were clear 
flaws in his logic. He stated that he 
is interested in increasing funding 
for umbrella and Greek organiza-
tions, but he failed to identify the 
areas that would see cuts to com-
pensate for those funds.

He also stumbled over his 
words and proved to appear un-
comfortable in stressful situations. 
This leads the editorial board to 
wonder whether or not he would 
make an effective leader of the 
senate, which has garnered the 
reputation in the past of being in-
efficient.

He was clearly enthusiastic 
and would be a good team player, 
but we question his ability to lead. 
He even admitted that large por-
tions of his platform were politi-
cally calculated – not based on his 
areas of personal expertise or ex-
perience, but rather on areas that 
he thought would drive students 
to mark his name on their ballots.

Of the two, Skordalos is the 
most likely to turn his ideas and 
passions into a reality that would 
benefit the entire student body, 
and we are confident he would 
find success next year as the SA’s 
second-highest lobbyist.

Vote Skordalos for SA execu-
tive vice president Wednesday or 
Thursday.

As a GW graduate, I've often 
been quick to criticize my alma 
mater when I think it's done 
wrong. But I'm beaming at the 
choice of Kerry Washington as 
Commencement speaker.

Unfortunately, I'm saddened 
at the vitriol being directed toward 
both her and Rice Hall over this 
pick. I get the sense that most GW 
students would have been hap-
pier with a middle-aged senator 
or TV talking head making some 
remarks. But the reality is there's 
a whole world outside of politics 
and media, and it wouldn't kill co-
lonials to have some exposure to it. 

I say this as a political journalist.
Good on the University’s part 

for doing something different and 
picking a speaker who is young, 
accomplished and actually has 
ties to the school. And – as some-
one who's been there before – my 
message to the Class of 2013 is 
this: You aren't the first to com-
plain about your Commencement 
speaker. You won't be the last. 
There are worse things than hav-
ing to listen to a beautiful movie 
star speak for 10 minutes on a 
warm spring day.

–Ryan Holeywell is a GW 
alumnus and a former Hatchet editor.

Tuesday night’s debate was 
a circus. One Student As-
sociation candidate donned 
a cape and crown, giving 

comedic responses as part of his sa-
tirical campaign. And unfortunately, 
the others were largely unsuccessful 
in communicating their platforms to 
the audience.

It’s unfortunate that none of 
the candidates used the debate as 
a chance to distinguish themselves 
as a clear leader who could become 
students’ top lobbyist. But consid-
ering their responses in conjunction 
with platforms and individual in-
terviews during our endorsement 
hearings, The Hatchet’s editorial 
board endorses junior Julia Susuni 
for SA president.

Susuni, who serves in SA Presi-
dent Ashwin Narla’s cabinet as vice 
president for public affairs, put for-
ward an ambitious and balanced 
platform with both long- and short-
term goals. She understands the 
need to think proactively to ensure 
a positive quality of life for future 
students, but she’s also practical and 
realizes she must produce tangible 
results within her own term.

When asked what her first priori-
ty would be as SA president, she said 
that she would work to add Trader 
Joe’s to GWorld. The grocery store, 
located just a few blocks from cam-
pus, would be a welcome addition to 
existing campus dining options.

And Susuni proved she has 
done research to sketch a plan of 
action for the initiative, strategizing 
with former SA leaders who spent 
time on similar initiatives and de-
veloping contacts in the GWorld 

office. The Whole Foods Market on 
campus is expensive but it takes 
GWorld, and it would be beneficial 
for students to be able to choose a 
more affordable option.

Susuni also hopes to collaborate 
with the Center for Student Engage-
ment to streamline the room reser-
vation process in the Marvin Center 
and academic buildings into a single 
online request form, another sensible 
plan that cuts through red tape.

But we are concerned that Susuni 
does not possess the skills to rally the 
student body to unite behind goals 
and projects, which are critical for an 
SA president.

During the debate, Susuni was 
largely unengaging. We were disap-
pointed when she neglected to out-
line the specifics of her major goals. 
Given Susuni’s performance in the 
debate, we worry about whether or 
not she would be able to fill this role.

Susuni’s most formidable op-
ponent, Sen. Mike Morgan, ESIA-U, 
brings a breadth of experience and 
knowledge of the SA to the table as 
a member of the finance committee. 
He played an integral role in writ-
ing the legislation for the student fee 
increase in the fall, and he’s also the 
chair of the Student Dining Board.

Safety and security is Morgan’s 
top campaign initiative. In particu-
lar, he has proposed a plan to station 
community service aides in all resi-
dence halls from 7 p.m. to 7 a.m. He 
insists that his relationship with the 
University Police Department would 
allow him to accomplish this goal in  
a short period of time.

This is a practical solution with 
twofold benefits: It would help cut 

down on crime in residence halls, 
and it would generate more work-
study jobs. He said that from conver-
sations he has had with UPD Chief 
Kevin Hay, he can conclude there 
would soon be enough manpower to 
enact this plan, though Hay declined 
to comment on the matter.

But there were a number of Mor-
gan’s proposals that The Hatchet’s 
editorial board thought were well-
intended but likely to prove difficult 
to carry out or ineffective.

Morgan argued that the stu-
dent space conversation needs to 
be rethought. He proposed that 
the SA takes advantage of existing 
space in Kogan Plaza and Univer-
sity Yard by installing solar-pow-
ered tables in outdoor areas. He 
estimated that each table would 
cost about $1,500. The Hatchet re-
ported in February that the table 
price is closer to $5,000 – no small 
cost, especially given the SA’s lim-
ited annual funds.

Morgan also hopes to offer grad-
uate students more affordable hous-
ing. To do this, he argued that the SA 
could make a deal with apartment 
complex managers, promising them 
a certain number of student residents 
each year in return for lower rates. 
While this sounds like a good idea, 
it’s unclear how Morgan would actu-
ally make it a reality.

Furthermore, he talked about 
establishing a program led by gradu-
ate students to teach undergraduates 
how to file their taxes. That is a noble 
project, but it already exists. Morgan 
was unaware that the Center for Stu-
dent Engagement is in the process 
of establishing a similar program as 

part of its “Big Adult Topics,” series 
through which students can learn 
how to file their own taxes.

It’s the job of the SA president to 
be knowledgeable about a lot of dif-
ferent student issues and administra-
tive programs.

Hugo Scheckter, a senior in the 
GW School of Business, is running 
a satirical campaign. He said that 
if elected, he would ask for a salary 
of $1 billion, move the Univeristy 
out of Foggy Bottom and force Se-
nior Associate Provost and Dean of 
Students Peter Konwerski to fetch 
his coffee each morning. In his 
hearing, he flippantly mocked seri-
ous campus issues and responded 
jokingly when it came to issues 

like student space, student orga-
nization funding and cooperating 
with other SA members.

Despite his satire, the underlying 
theme of Scheckter’s campaign was 
constructive: Students should never 
hesitate to voice their concerns or tell 
the administration “no.”

And although his candidacy is 
widely viewed as a joke, he waxed 
philosophical during the debate, ar-
guing that the SA should take itself 
less seriously. His campaign certainly 
exemplified that ideal.

But it’s not a joke to say that 
Scheckter’s campaign could have 
been strong had he taken it more 
seriously. His witty sense of humor, 
knowledge of the SA and charismatic 
personality would likely have made 
him a good fit for a leadership role.

In an unconventional move, 
freshman Tywan Wade is also run-
ning for the highest student lobbyist 
post. He declined to sit for an en-
dorsement hearing.

Wade discussed his passion for 
the University during the debate, but 
failed to disclose any concrete plans 
of what he would do if he were elect-
ed. He said he would like to restruc-
ture the Program Board – a separately 
chartered organization – and reform 
the dining system. But his ideas were 
uninformed and vague.

Neither Susuni nor Morgan are 
perfect candidates. But after serious 
consideration of all their ideas and 
platforms, the editorial board has 
decided that Susuni’s methodical na-
ture and SA experience would make 
her a better leader for the student 
body. Vote for Susuni for SA presi-
dent Wednesday or Thursday.

Kerry Washington is the right 
choice for Commencement speaker

Letter to the editor

JULIA SUSUNI
FOR SA PRESIDENT

KOSTAS SKORDALOS
FOR SA EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT Laying claim to student space

by Rosanna Giorlandino

JoRdan Emont | Photo EditoR

JoRdan Emont | Photo EditoR

Opinions WHAT THE UNIVERSITY WON'T TALK ABOUT THIS WEEK
The feasibility of Student Association candidates' plans to overhaul campus security. (p. 2)

- STUDENT ASSOCATION ENDORSEMENTS -
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Nearly every fourth-
year student in the School of 
Medicine and Health Scienc-
es nabbed a residency spot 
Friday, but administrators 
and lawmakers worry com-
petition will stiffen over the 
next decade and shut some 
aspiring doctors out.

Medical school gradu-
ates spend five years in 
hospitals for health care 
training. Unless Congress 
increases funding to hospi-
tals, the number of training 
slots available will tighten 
as medical colleges boost 
enrollment and internation-
al students flock to the U.S.

“We’re really aware of 
this issue,” Associate Dean 
for Administration Scott 
Schroth said. “There’s still 
great concern amongst us 
that this may present a prob-
lem for our graduates.” 

The school is increasing 
its focus on advising for stu-
dents who want to go into 
competitive residency fields 
like neurology and anesthe-
siology. On the national level, 
Reps. Allyson Schwartz, D.-
Pa. and Aaron Schock, R.-Ill., 
also reintroduced a bill last 
week calling for more federal 
funding for residencies. 

The squeeze would like-
ly lower GW’s near-perfect 
placement rate in the future, 
which sat at 95 percent this 
year, about the national av-
erage. A record 1,097 stu-
dents nationally got rejected 
from residency spots this 
year – a 29 percent increase 
from the year before.

And it would dispro-
portionately affect popular, 
high-paying residency spe-
cialties that many GW stu-
dents choose, which are most 
competitive nationally. Few 
GW students opted for lower 
paying specialties with open 
residencies, like family medi-
cine, instead matching most-
ly into internal medicine and 
pediatrics this year.

Only 2 percent of GW 
fourth-year students will 
enter into a family medicine 
residency – an area seeing 
doctor shortages nationally 
– despite a bump in inter-
ested students last year. 

Schroth said the loom-
ing problem has not yet 
negatively affected stu-
dents, and added that even 
students who are initially 
rejected eventually match 
a year later. But advisers 
have worked with students 
who look at more competi-
tive residencies to consider 

other options because of the 
squeeze.

“Where we’ve really fo-
cused our advising energy 
and our work with students 
is particularly on those com-
petitive and smaller fields 
that are already saturated 
with U.S. graduates. Those 
are the areas where we wor-
ry more,” he said. 

He added that advisers 
have gotten more “realistic” 
with students.

“Frankly as we get clos-
er to the end of their senior 
year, our job is to be direct 
to them, you know, tell them 
what will happen with their 
specialties, you know, giv-
en your entire portfolio of 
work, your academic work, 
your extracurricular work, 
service, research,” he said. 

Stephen Swank, who se-
cured a anesthesiology resi-

dency in Washington state 
Friday, said students are not 
yet feeling heavier pressure 
from the residency squeeze, 
though that does not calm 
their nerves.

"People need to be em-
ployed after all that train-
ing," Swank said, adding 

that if the government does 
not increase funding for resi-
dences, then "a smart person 
probably wouldn't apply to 
medical school, but an opti-
mistic one would and cross 
their fingers."

The competition is also 
rising as the number of eli-

gible people for health care 
grows under the Affordable 
Care Act. A surge in new 
medical schools opening is 
expected to bring in 5,000 
more graduates by 2019. 

Representatives Schock 
and Schwartz think the so-
lution lies in about $1 billion 

in federal dollars a year to 
create 15,000 new residency 
slots over the next five years. 
Their bill in the House of 
Representatives likely faces 
an uphill battle as lawmak-
ers battle budget cuts. 

“The United States is on 
the cusp of a crisis in access 
to both specialty and pri-
mary care physicians. We 
have an urgent need to take 
action to ensure Americans 
have access to quality, well 
trained doctors,” Schwartz 
said in a statement.

Leonard Marquez, direc-
tor of government relations 
for the lobbying group Asso-
ciation of American Medical 
Colleges, said the problem 
is larger than just increasing 
the number of residencies, 
pointing to the need for new 
delivery models and team-
based care. u

Student loan watchdog tries to increase oversight

Glut of U.S. medical students could dim Match Day glee 

BeNjamiN lim | hatchet PhOtOGRaPheR
Michol Holloway celebrates her placement into a pediatrics residency at a Wisconsin hospital Friday in Ross Hall. GW administrators are hoping Match Day does not become a more 
dour affair as the number of federally funded residencies is squeezed.

The nation’s consumer 
protection watchdog laid 
out a new program last 
week to increase oversight 
of student loans – which 
were held by 45 percent 
of 2011 graduates, accord-
ing to the most recent data 
available.

The Consumer Financial 
Protection Bureau will begin 
regulating non-bank com-
panies overseeing student 
loan payments, in addition 
to more than 150 banks and 
credit unions already under 
its purview. But the Univer-
sity's top financial aid offi-
cer said that in its current 
form, the proposal will not 
impact GW students. 

The rule would affect 
borrowers with both pri-
vate and federal loans, as 
government loans are often 
farmed out to private loan 
servicers who collect pay-
ments and give borrowers 
with account information.

“We will always be there 
to answer loan questions 
for current students and 
alumni, especially if the in-
formation from their lender 
does not sound right,” As-
sociate Vice President for 
Financial Aid Dan Small 
said. He added that his of-
fice will keep an eye on the 
proposal.

Nearly 49 million stu-
dent accounts would gain 
federal oversight, compris-
ing nearly 70 percent of all 
non-bank student loans, 

according to the consumer 
protection office.

The policy will be un-
der public review for two 
months before it's ultimate-
ly implemented.

“With student loan debt 
crossing the trillion-dollar 
threshold, it’s important to 
keep an eye on this market 

to make sure that consum-
ers are being protected,” 
the office’s student loan 
ombudsman Rohit Chopra 
said.

The agency pitched the 
proposal to address com-
plaints from student bor-
rowers confused about 
payments, dealing with un-

informed servicing person-
nel and facing roundabout 
payment processes.

“The CFPB hopes to 
make progress to make sure 
that students know before 
they owe and clearly under-
stand the obligations they 
are entering when signing 
up for student debt,” Chop-
ra said. “We also are look-
ing to ensure that borrow-
ers who are repaying their 
loans are getting the service 
they deserve.”

Through the first week 
of April, the government’s 
consumer protection arm 
will also collect feedback to 
draft a proposal to help make 
payments more affordable 
for private student loan bor-
rowers. But as bankruptcy 
laws don’t apply to student 

loans, the agency is limited 
in its ability to overhaul the 
student loan sector.

In coordination with 
the Department of Educa-
tion, the consumer finance 
agency has proposed other 
initiatives to make students 
more aware of higher edu-
cation costs and debt. Last 
summer, the two agencies 
collaborated on a shop-
ping sheet to help students 
compare financial aid offers 
from various institutions.  

While over 500 univer-
sities have signed on to the 
proposal, Small said the 
University is still mulling 
the benefits of the standard-
ized document, despite a 
Student Association reso-
lution urging GW to adopt 
the tool. u

by jeRemy diamONd
Contributing Editor

"...it's important to keep an eye on [the 
student loan debt] market to make sure that 

consumers are being protected."

Rohit ChopRa
Student Loan Ombudsman

Consumer Financial Protection Bureau

by juliaNa tamayO
Hatchet Reporter

disORdeRly 
cONduct/liquOR 
law ViOlatiON

 
The Dakota
03/06/13 – 11:13 p.m.
Case closed
The University Police 
Department responded to 
a report of an intoxicated 
student. While the subject 
was being evaluated for 
intoxication, he became 
rowdy and had to be 
restrained.
–Referred for disciplinary 

action
 

liquOR law 
ViOlatiON

 
Thurston Hall
03/09/13 – 2:17 a.m.
UPD encountered an 
intoxicated woman 
in the front lobby. On 
evaluation, the woman 
was determined to be 
unaffiliated with the 
University and was 
transported to the 
hospital.
–Subject barred from campus

dRuG law ViOlatiON
 

Ivory Tower
03/14/13 – 3:15 p.m.
Case closed
UPD was called to assist 
house staff with an 
administrative search, 
which yielded 11.6 grams 
of marijuana along with 
paraphernalia.
–Referred for disciplinary 

action 
dRuG law 
ViOlatiON/liquOR 
law ViOlatiON
FSK Hall
03/18/13 – 12:35 a.m.
Case closed
UPD officers detected 
a suspicious odor and 
called house staff to 
conduct an administrative 
search, which yielded 
approximately 3.7 grams 
of marijuana as well as 
alcohol.
–Referred for disciplinary 

action
 

sexual aBuse
 

2208 F St.
10/27/12 – time unknown
Case closed
An incidence of sexual 

abuse allegedly occurred 
at an F Street townhouse, 
which houses the Escaping 
Gender living and learning 
community. The victim 
requested that no further 
details be released.

–No further action

621 22nd St.
03/09/13 – 2:05 to 2:45 
a.m.
Case closed
A woman reported that 
while in the Tau Kappa 
Epsilon fraternity's 
townhouse, a man fondled 
her inappropriately. 
UPD officers located the 
suspect. 

–No further action

BuRGlaRy
2206 F St.
Time and date unknown
Case closed
Residents reported to UPD 
that cash, electronics and 
jewelry were stolen while 
the residents were away 
on break.

–Referred to MPD

–Compiled by Aaron 
Goodtree

CRIME LOG

"Where we’ve really focused our advising energy and our work 
with students is particularly on those competitive and smaller 

fields that are already saturated with U.S. graduates. Those are 
the areas where we worry more."

sCott sChRoth
Associate Dean for Administration

School of Medicine and Health Sciences
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Patriot Center 
March 23
$56

gArBAgE
The Fillmore
March 23
$35
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In Japanese, the word “izaka-
ya” translates to “sit-down sake 
shop.” And while this restaurant 
serves over 24 varieties of sake, 
there is much more 
to Izakaya Seki than 
its tasty rice wine. 

I was lucky 
enough to score a 
coveted reservation 
at the authentic Japa-
nese restaurant near U Street. The 
restaurant is tucked among town-
houses and condos, and if not for 
the Japanese lantern hanging near 
the door, we would have missed it 
completely. Make your entrance, 
and your two options are to either 
make a right toward the 10-seat 
sushi bar or climb a flight of nar-
row stairs to a dining room with 
about seven tables. I then under-
stood why we couldn’t get a Sat-

urday reservation until 9:30 p.m.
Once we ordered our food, 

the waiters promptly served us, 
never letting even five minutes 

go by before replac-
ing our empty plates 
with filled ones. We 
started with a sushi 
sampler platter with 
some of the freshest 
sashimi I have ever 

tasted: tuna, scallops, yellow tail 
and squid, each different in taste 
and texture, but none with an un-
pleasant, lingering fishy flavor.

We also ordered an unusual 
seafood dish – the uni starter 
($16), a bowl of fresh sea urchin 
accompanied by a quail egg. It 
had a buttery texture and tasted 
like the ocean, but I say that in the 
most positive way possible. Some 
of the more recognizable dishes 

included Kalbi – barbecue beef 
short ribs ($11), fried tofu in dashi 
sauce ($7), cold soba noodles in 
soy dipping sauce ($12) and Kara-
Age – fried chicken with garlic 
puree ($9). 

Each dish had a little twist to 
what you would typically expect: 
The short ribs were small and 
thin, with a rich, smoky flavor 
and perfect char; the soba noodles 
were cooked al dente and had a 
made-from-scratch taste and deli-
cacy about them. 

We each received a pot of scal-
lion soy sauce for dipping, which 
added the right amount of salt and 
hearty flavor to the silky noodles. 
We also ordered vegetable tem-
pura ($8) which, along with the 
fried chicken, was fluffy and crisp 
on the outside while still remain-
ing tender, juicy and flavorful on 

the inside. The garlic sauce with 
the chicken reminded me of hum-
mus, and it created a beautifully 
smooth contrast to the crunchy 
chicken without being too over-
powering.  

After ordering more than a 
dozen plates, we barely had room 
for dessert. But coming from a 
family of foodies and having the 
burden of a perpetual sweet tooth, 
I shared a small dish of black ses-
ame flan with my guests. Flan 
sometimes gets a bad rap, but this 
version was creamy and velvety, 
not gelatinous and slimy as flan 
so often is. The sesame added the 
complexity of a nutty undertone 
and a rich charcoal-black color – 
hence the dessert's name.

If the menu hasn’t convinced 
you of this restaurant’s authentic-
ity, look no further than the beer 

and wine selection: There are 
more than 15 different Japanese 
wines and beers on tap, including 
my favorite, Sapporo. (Yes, that's 
the beer used for sake bombs.) I 
decided on a bottle of Hitachino, 
a white ale that had aged in sake 
barrels, so it tasted sweet and 
light, with a hint of a rice flavor.

A quiet and authentic atmo-
sphere with five-star food – what 
more can you ask for? You might 
run up the bill at Izakaya Seki 
if you order a lot, but if you're 
looking to try some real Japanese 
cuisine, including astoundingly 
fresh seafood, I would highly rec-
ommend you make a reservation. 
Also, if you have the opportunity 
to sit at the sushi bar, do so. The 
owner-chef, Hiroshi Seki himself, 
has been known to appear behind 
the counter. 

out of five stars

A Little Japan: u Street's authentic cuisine

uni Starter ($16)
Porkbelly Kakuni ($13) 
Ojiya Soba ($12)

DON'T MISS THESE

Lauren Katz

BENJAMiN LiM | HATCHET PHOTOgrAPHEr
Tucked away in an inconspicuous townhouse, the intimate Izakaya Seki features top-notch, authentic Japanese cuisine.

RATING:
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her former professor said.
“Kerry has often said 

that she particularly appre-
ciated being at GW because 
she was able to pursue other 
academic and creative inter-
ests along with her passion 
for theater, dance and mu-
sic,” said Leslie Jacobson, 
a professor of theater who 
chaired the dance and the-
ater department from 1995 
to 2008.

Washington is the first 
GW graduate to keynote 
Commencement in at least 
six years, though last year’s 
speaker, award-winning 
journalist Brian Williams, 
also took classes at GW.

The Bronx, N.Y. native 
earned the NAACP Image 
Award for Outstanding Ac-
tress in a Motion Picture for 
her performance in “Ray.” 
She shared the screen with 
actor and musician Jamie 
Foxx in both “Django Un-
chained” and “Ray.”

Senior Associate Vice 

Provost and Dean of Stu-
dents Peter Konwerski 
worked closely with Wash-
ington when she was a 
member of the Colonial 
Cabinet in 1995. She was 
also a member of house staff 
in Thurston Hall.

“As a student leader, she 
was a well-respected, talent-
ed member of the ensemble, 
whether performing in CI 
skits or capably working as 
a student ambassador, wel-
coming new students and 
their families to our campus 
community,” he said.

Washington now sits on 
President Barack Obama’s 
Committee on the Arts and 
Humanities and is part of a 
group of advisers for V-Day, 
a global movement to end 
violence against women.

She also spoke at last 
year’s Democratic National 
Convention, urging fel-
low Obama supporters to 
stand up and preserve their 
rights.

“I think that our [theater, 
dance and art] students will 
feel special pride at having 
such a talented, articulate 
artist/advocate speaking at 

graduation,” Jacobson said.
New York City Mayor 

Michael Bloomberg sent off 
the graduating class of 2011, 
first lady Michelle Obama 
headlined the event in 2010 
and White House Chief of 
Staff Rahm Emanuel spoke 
in 2009. u

Student responses to 
the Commencement 
speaker
*According to an informal 
survey of 190 students

32 percent 
satisfied or very 
satisfied

31 percent 
indifferent

33 percent 
dissatisfied or very 
dissatisfied

from p. 1

SPEAKER
Wish you could of been apart 

of a newspaper?
Apply for copy editor positions 

at the Hatchet.
Unless you thought that first sentence was OK, please don't apply. 

Grammar nerds and AP style snobs, please email 
join@gwhatchet.com by March 28 to apply for this 

paid position.
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President Barack Obama 
signed the new Violence 
Against Women Act into law 
March 7, requiring universities 
to include instances of domes-
tic violence, dating violence 
and stalking in their annual 
security reports. The changes 
will go into effect for the 2014-
2015 academic year.

Another part of the law, 
the Campus Sexual Violence 
Elimination Act, calls for strict-
er guidelines for informing 
victims of their legal rights and 
strengthening sexual assault 
prevention policies at colleges 
and universities.

“As members of the GW 
community, it should matter to 
all of us when even one of us 
goes through something like 
this,” Esquivel said. “I think 
students are the key to preven-
tion mattering, because that’s 
not something that we as ad-
ministrators can instill neces-
sarily in someone. We can try, 
but the preventative efforts are 
so much more impactful and 
meaningful when they come 
from the students."

She said at the press con-
ference that after her assault at 
the University of Southern Cal-
ifornia, law enforcement inves-
tigators told her they did not 
believe her attack was severe 
enough to warrant a criminal 
case. But Esquivel's assailant 
began to stalk her – sending 
her notes, gifts and flowers – 
and she was ultimately granted 
a restraining order.

"But I was the one who 
had to turn around and walk 
the other way whenever I saw 
him on campus," she said at the 
conference, adding that by the 
time her school concluded its 
own investigation, graduation 
was approaching and adminis-
trators told her it was too late 
to take action. "My assailant 
walked across the same stage I 

did on graduation day." 
Universities are already re-

quired to report campus crime 
under the Clery Act, passed in 
1990 to lay out across-the-board 
rules for compiling crime data 
and issuing warnings. 

The new law also includes 
rights for groups like Na-
tive Americans, immigrants 
and lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people.

Esquivel said it was im-
portant that Congress not only 
renew, but also strengthen the 
law to protect and support sur-
vivors of these types of attacks.

“I was feeling like it had 
been a privilege for me to heal, 
and there’s something so in-
trinsically wrong with that. 
That shouldn’t be a privilege. 
That should be something that 
just is – for everyone – and so 
that’s what this legislation is 
trying to do,” Esquivel said.  

Vice President Joe Biden 
penned the original law as 
a Delaware senator in 1994, 
which gave $1.6 billion toward 
the investigation of violent 
crimes against women.

Esquivel said VAWA en-
couraged her to undergo con-
flict mediation training at the 
University of Michigan, where 
she earned a graduate degree 
in 2008, and to work as a coun-
selor at the D.C. Rape Crisis 
Center.

“I think that’s why the pas-
sage of VAWA felt so personal. 
Not just because I had the op-
portunity to, in some small 
way, be a part of it – through 
the press conference or those 
other lobbying conversations 
– but I think because I can see 
what it can do for people,” Es-
quivel said.

As an activist, Esquivel has 
witnessed the dialogue sur-
rounding sexual assault evolve 
to include more populations 
and cover more types of sexual 
abuse.

She said she produced a 
short film during college about 
sexual violence on campus, 
and recalls the Department 

of Justice’s Office on Violence 
Against Women asking her to 
remove segments that showed 
stalking and harassment be-
cause the version of VAWA at 
that time did not cover those 
issues. 

The part-time professor, 
who teaches human sexuality 
in the School of Public Health 
and Health Services, became 
involved with sexual violence 
issues on a national level after 
she signed a petition in support 
of VAWA. Weeks later, the di-
rector of a dating violence pre-
vention organization reached 
out and asked Esquivel to 
speak at a press conference.

“It instantly felt bigger 
than me,” Esquivel said. “I was 
thinking about the people that 
I know, and don’t know for 
that matter, who for whatever 
reason are not in a place to say 
yes to something like this even 
if they wanted to.”

Sen. Barbara Boxer, D-
Calif., contacted Esquivel – a 
former constituent – and stood 
beside her during the press 
conference. 

Esquivel is also the co-
founder of the As One Project, 
a non-profit organization that 
provides support to family 
and friends of sexual assault 
victims. 

She has teamed up with 
Terri Rosenberg, an alumna 
of Pennsylvania State Uni-
versity, who chose to take on 
sexual violence issues after the 
sex abuse scandal at her alma 
mater surfaced last year. 

Tara Pereira, an admin-
istrator who oversees GW’s 
compliance with the discrimi-
nation prevention act Title IX, 
wrote in an email that the As 
One Project was “a unique ap-
proach” to sexual violence on a 
national scale.

“Angela is asserting herself 
as a leader in the field of wom-
en’s rights, particularly in the 
violence against women arena. 
She brings a passion and dedi-
cation to this work like few I 
have seen,” Pereira added. u

Lerman said the Universi-
ty also considers GW’s prox-
imity to the Library of Con-
gress and other D.C. libraries 
when determining how to in-
vest in Gelman collections.

“I do think we have to 
ask ourselves what specifi-
cally resources do we need 
to create for our students and 
faculty that where possible le-
verage other resources?” Ler-
man said.

Administrators will sur-
vey professors and graduate 
students starting this week to 
gauge how to best use teach-
ing and research resources. 
The strategic review commit-
tee, made up of faculty, librar-
ians, administrators and stu-
dents, will send a report to the 
provost’s office later this year. 

McAleavey said he ex-
pects the report to include a 
timetable and list of priori-
ties for the aging library, po-
tentially including some cost 
estimates.

"It would then ultimately 
be up to the administration to 
follow through," he said.

The knock also comes as 
GW pours $16 million into a 
facelift for the library's lower 
two floors. Renovations will 
relocate the library’s entrance 

to Kogan Plaza with an elabo-
rate staircase, rather than the 
lower-level H Street entrance 
that University President Ste-
ven Knapp has called “cave-
like.”

Construction will end in 
2014 and also carve out more 
study space, an investment 
administrators made two 
years ago after intense advo-
cacy from student groups. 

The University is also 
close to finding its next librar-
ian after longserving head 
Jack Siggins retired this sum-
mer. The final four candidates 
came to campus last month.

Whether or not the Uni-
versity increases Gelman 
funding, the next librarian will 
need to work around financial 
constraints, Executive Vice 
President and Treasurer Lou 
Katz said. The University’s 
endowment per student lags 
behind most of its competitor 
schools like New York Univer-
sity and Tulane University.

“I’m not saying there 
aren’t needs in Gelman,” 
Katz said. “But one of the 
things I always say is we are 
competing against institu-
tions that have far more re-
sources than we have on a 
per student basis.”

The University also has 
libraries in the medical and 
law schools and on the Vir-
ginia and Mount Vernon 
campuses. Some have earned 

prestige as some of the top re-
search libraries over the past 
two decades.

The Association of Re-
search Libraries placed GW 
among schools with top re-
search libraries in 1998 for 
exceeding a $40 million en-
dowment. Julia Blixrud, as-
sistant executive director of 
scholarly communication, 
said that once a library has 
been accepted into the ARL, it 
is not re-evaluated.

The GW library system 
ranked No. 47 in the country, 
spending $27.5 million on 
staff salaries, books and data-
bases two years ago, the latest 
data available. 

It is likely that Gelman 
will make a transition to be-
coming mostly digital, said 
Simon Berkovich, a professor 
on the Faculty Senate librar-
ies committee. Some faculty 
on the committee questioned 
how much Gelman itself is 
used at the Faculty Senate 
meeting because so many re-
sources are already available 
digitally.

Librarians said that the 
turnstile trackers at Gelman's 
entrance show that about 
8,000 to 9,000 people enter the 
building each day.

Interim librarian Andrea 
Stewart declined a meeting 
to discuss both the report and 
Gelman’s current funding 
situation. u
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Alex Mizenko said the extra 
layer of approval would offer 
"more oversight."

Organization of Latino 
American Students president 
Alex Veliz said it will be diffi-
cult for groups to comply with 
the new budget requirements 
and plan their finances so far 
ahead of the academic year.

“It’s good to plan ahead, 
but that’s planning really far in 
advance,” Veliz said.

He added that he thinks 
some groups will inflate their 

budgets to give themselves a 
financial cushion since “there’s 
always costs that you don’t 
know until it gets closer.”

The senate has sought to 
hand groups more accurate 
funding checks through steps 
like moving up the allocations 
process to the spring, requir-
ing organizations to plan their 
budgets better. 

Both the SA and adminis-
trators have stressed financial 
accountability as the number 
of student organizations con-
tinues to rise. The Center for 
Student Engagement man-
dated in the fall that student 
organizations attend financial 
management meetings before 

completing the student organi-
zation registration process.

As the SA budget doubles 
to $1.75 million following a stu-
dent activity fee hike over the 
next nine years, Counihan and 
Mizenko said the increased 
transparency is increasingly 
crucial. The fee hike, passed in 
a November referendum, will 
ultimately tack on $45 extra to 
each student's annual tuition 
bill.

“At the end of the day a 
million dollars, and eventually, 
$1.75 million is a lot of money, 
and I don’t think it ever hurts 
to have more people involved 
with the distribution of the 
funds,” Mizenko said. u
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their contracts ended last year. 
The University has also 

tried to hold colleges in line by 
requiring in the Faculty Code 
that 75 percent of full-time fac-
ulty slots to be filled by tenure-
track professors. 

The Graduate School of 
Education and Human De-
velopment and the School of 
Public Health and Health Ser-
vices have faced flak from the 
Faculty Senate over the past 
decade for failing to bring up 
the number of tenure track 
faculty, partially because they 
have not received sufficient 
University funding. 

As a result, the Univer-
sity’s expenses on academic 
support has nearly doubled 
to $549 million over the past 
decade, according to financial 
reports. 

Executive Vice President 
and Treasurer Lou Katz said 
the strategy aligned with the 
University’s rising ambitions, 
including committing in its 
strategic plan $50 million to 
$100 million to new interdisci-
plinary faculty positions over 
the next 10 years. 

“Fundamentally, we want 
to bring the University to a 
new plateau and we believe 
by doing this strategy, we will 
do that. It’s not going to hap-
pen in one year, but if you look 
at it over time, we’re on a good 
path to that,” he said. 

The University also has 
demanded higher standards 
from tenured professors as 
it looks to raise its research 
profile by increasing the 
number of external letters of 

recommendation and more 
highly scrutinizing published 
research. Professors can ap-
ply for tenure after five years 
on the tenure track, when a 
committee of department col-
leagues will recommend or 
reject their efforts to deans and 
the provost’s office. 

Each school submitted its 
wish list of faculty hires to the 
provost’s office this month. 

The number of adjunct 
professors has also dropped 
slightly, though part-time 
teachers still make up about 
72 percent of the University's 
faculty core. 

GW’s focus on bringing 
in more tenure-accruing pro-
fessors also bucks a trend in 
higher education, where the 
academic workforce has seen 
its ranks of tenured professors 
slim by a quarter over the past 
35 years. 

Nationally, the number 
of faculty working full-time 
but off tenure track has risen 
from 10 percent to 15 percent 
over that time period, which 
has had negative implications 
for budding professors but 
helped colleges endure trou-
bled finances. 

Offering outside scholars 
the shot at tenure-track posi-
tions has also been the Uni-
versity’s best recruiting tool, 
Dianne Martin, vice provost 
for faculty affairs, said. 

“From a University quality 
perspective, if we are trying to 
attract really high quality – par-
ticularly new, hot-shot research 
faculty that will help propel 
GW higher – we have to be of-
fering them tenure track posi-
tions because that’ll make us 
more competitive,” she said.

–Cory Weinberg contributed to 
this report.
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It’s official: Butler and 
Xavier are leaving the At-
lantic 10.

The two schools an-
nounced today that they will 
head to the new Big East, 
joining Creighton there next 
season.

“I wish Xavier University 
and Butler University all the 
best in their new conference,” 
A-10 commissioner Bernadette 
McGlade said in a statement. 
"They are two outstanding 
universities with outstanding 
people; our partnership has 
been mutually beneficial and 
successful.”

The new league will be-
gin officially July 1, and the 
conference has already agreed 
to a 12-year contract with Fox 
Sports, while its champion-
ship will remain at Madison 
Square Garden. The move re-
moves two of the A-10’s most 
successful men’s basketball 
programs from its ranks and 
reduces the conference’s pro-
file in the Midwest market.

“As a longtime strong A-10 
member, Xavier’s departure is 
unfortunate. Butler’s depar-
ture is a byproduct of the cha-
otic conference realignment 
environment,” McGlade’s 
statement said. “BU’s associa-
tion with the A-10 has been a 
fun ride this year; no regrets 
from the Atlantic 10 for pro-
viding a home for them dur-
ing the 2012-13 season.”

Early exit fees from the 
A-10 are $2 million for Uni-
versities that give the league 
less than a year’s notice of 
their departure. Addition-
ally, both Xavier and Butler 
will likely have to forfeit this 

year’s postseason revenue. 
But neither university is 
fazed, with Butler president 
James Danko telling ESPN 
that the Big East is an “ideal 
fit” for his school.

“It’s an endorsement of 
who we are,” Xavier president 
Reverend Michael Graham 
told ESPN, “and how we’ve 
gotten here, as well as where 
we can go next.”

A-10 fans, as well as the 
league’s remaining schools, 
are left to watch the confer-
ence’s response. Historically, 
the A-10 has answered pro-
gram losses due to realign-
ment well: Temple and Char-
lotte were replaced this season 
by VCU and Butler.

Athletic director Patrick 
Nero said in January that the 
conference was ready to ad-
dress the potential loss of 
members should a university 
leave to join the A-10. The 
searches for VCU and Butler, 
he said, resulted in candidates 
beyond those two programs 
that could make valuable ad-
ditions to the league. 

He also asked for patience 
as the league looks to fill the 
gaps. Without explicitly dis-
cussing the pending departure 
of Xavier and Butler, Nero said 
that the A-10 was ready to ad-
dress depletion of its ranks.

“As a conference, we an-
ticipated this move and are 
prepared to proactively move 
forward. The A-10 is strong – 
we have 16 basketball teams 
participating in the postsea-
son and will focus on them 
right now,” McGlade’s state-
ment said. “NCAA Postsea-
son is an exciting time not to 
be overshadowed by confer-
ence realignment.”

The onus is now on the 

A-10 to replace outgoing 
members with equally strong 
candidates so the league’s na-
tional profile – at an all-time 
high with nine postseason 
men’s basketball bids this year 

– doesn’t suffer a blow.
Butler, which fell in the 

semifinal round of the A-10 
championship to Saint Louis, 
earned an NCAA tournament 
bid this season after finishing 

with a 26-8 overall record. 
Xavier fell to Saint Joseph’s 
in the first round of the A-10 
tournament this year, fail-
ing to advance to postseason 
play, the first time in seven 

years it didn’t earn a bid to 
the NCAA tournament. Last 
season, the Musketeers trav-
eled to the Sweet Sixteen, but 
posted a 17-14 overall record 
this season. u

The last three columns 
on the scoreboard revealed 
nearly everything about 
GW's performance against 
Georgetown Tuesday. 

Though both teams tal-
lied 10 hits on the day, the 
Hoyas finished with 10 in 
the run column compared 
to the Colonials’ four. The 
“E” column explained 
the rest: GW committed 
five errors compared to 
Georgetown’s one. Result-
ing unearned runs, a total 
of seven, doomed the Colo-
nials before they ever had a 
chance to recover. 

“There was a lack of 
consistency, lack of focus. 
We were going in spurts 
and not playing every pitch, 
every inning, every at-bat, 
and every single play,” head 
coach Gregg Ritchie said. 
“It’s as simple as that.” 

After dropping five of 
its last six contests, includ-
ing three out of four to Penn 
last weekend, the struggling 
GW team (4-15) returned 
to Barcroft Park to square 
off against District rival 
Georgetown – a winner of 
five straight. But in its last 
non-conference game be-
fore opening A-10 play, GW 
came up short again. 

The Colonials dug an 
early hole for themselves, 
and despite some more 
evenly matched middle in-
nings, they could not chip 
away enough of the streak-
ing Hoyas’ lead. GW suf-
fered mental breakdowns 
but made physical mistakes, 
too. On one play, miscom-
munication led to a routine 
pop up hitting the ground 
right next to first base. 
On several others, the left 
side of the infield botched 
throws across the diamond. 

By the start of the fourth 
inning, Georgetown had 
tallied eight runs, six of 
which came in the third. 
Take away that one frame, 
and what turned out to be 
a six-run game would have 
hypothetically headed into 
extra innings. 

“We win the game if 
we play clean baseball and 
execute simple things,” 
Ritchie said. “The ability 
to focus through those in-
nings, especially during the 

situations when the game is 
getting closer, we’re just not 
showing it.” 

Though freshman pitch-
er Luke Olson didn’t open 
the game with his best stuff 
on the mound, sharp field-
ing and run support lacked 
as well. While Georgetown 
put the leadoff man on base 
in the three of the first four 
innings, the Colonials went 
down in 1-2-3 fashion in 
both the first and third. The 
Hoyas grabbed two runs in 
the first before GW snagged 
one of its own in the bottom 
of the second thanks to an 
RBI single from freshman 
catcher Matthieu Robért. 

Robért, who finished 
3-for-4 on the day with two 
RBI singles and a solo blast 

over the left field wall, pro-
vided three of the Colonials’ 
four runs. Ritchie attributed 
Robért’s success to his “ag-
gression in hitter ’s counts,” 
a trait he hopes more Colo-
nials sluggers will incorpo-
rate into their own style. 

Though GW’s hitters are 
walking more and striking 
out less than last season, of the 
eight hitters with 50 or more 
at-bats this year, only one – 
junior Brookes Townsend – is 
hitting above .250. 

On Tuesday, GW bat-
ters went 10 for 38, which 
equates to a .263 average. 
Though an improvement on 
the .243 series average they 
put up against Penn last 
weekend, Ritchie knows 
that as the season goes on, 

more disciplined at-bats 
will lead to more hits. 

In the final innings 
against the Hoyas, the Co-
lonials surely could have 
benefited from a few more 
base knocks. Two times late 
in the game, GW failed to 
come through with two 
outs and bases loaded. Just 
one hit in one of those situ-
ations could have cracked 
open the game, especially 
considering junior pitcher 
Colin Milon and senior 
pitcher Brian Derner held 
Georgetown to two runs in 
the final six innings. 

Ultimately though, the 
Hoyas held on, getting outs 
when they needed them most, 
their pitchers taking care of 
business when it mattered. 

It was a game that many 
Colonials saw in terms of 
one inning, the one that 
drove GW into a seven-run 
hole. Despite some errors 
at crucial moments, Robért 
saw other pieces come to-
gether for his team. 

“I don’t think we’re play-
ing badly right now. I just 
think things need to come 
together a little bit more for 
us,” Robért said. “The most 
important game is the next 
one. We’re looking ahead to 
the UMass series and we’re 
ready for the A-10.” 

Ritchie is confident that 
his staff’s coaching style 
will continue to get the Co-
lonials in shape for upcom-
ing competition, this year 
and into the future. It’s a no 

nonsense approach: If one 
guy messes up, loses focus 
or doesn’t give his all, then 
he will be benched. 

It’s a philosophy that 
manifested itself well on 
Tuesday, when a pitcher 
was sent to play third base 
after a previous throwing 
error from that position. 

“I’m not shy. The points 
will be made. And the cul-
ture will be had,” Ritchie 
said. “And the future is 
bright for those reasons.”

Barring unplayable 
field conditions in Amherst, 
Mass. that could move the 
series to Barcroft Park, the 
Colonials will head to Mas-
sachusetts this weekend for 
their first conference series 
of the season. u
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Senior pitcher Brian Derner sends it toward the mound during Tuesday's game. Derner and junior pitcher Colin Milon held the Hoyas to two runs over the final six innings.
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