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Expulsions
for drugs
up this year
by jeremy diamond
Contributing Editor

zachary krahmer | senior staff PHOTOGRAPHER

Issa Coultas and Hannah Lynn met at GW and have been together for two years. The pair said they have not planned for marriage yet, but they are
paying attention to Supreme Court arguments on Proposition 8 and the Defense of Marriage Act this week because they still want that option.

For GW couple, equality goes on trial
by chloé sorvino
Assistant News Editor
After two years together, junior
Hannah Lynn and senior Issa Coultas
admit they're not ready to think about
what state they want to live in after
graduation or if they'll eventually get
married. But they don't want one decision to depend on the other.

The couple lives together in the
gender-neutral townhouse on F Street,
cooking Saturday night dinners, playing card games and hosting parties. But
this week, two monumental Supreme
Court cases could shape the future of
their daily routine.
The nation's highest court will on
Tuesday hear oral arguments on the
legality of California’s Proposition 8,

which banned same-sex marriage with
a referendum during the 2008 elections. The next day, justices will vet
the Defense of Marriage Act, signed
into law in 1996.
Laws on same-sex marriage are
patchwork across the country and
banned on the federal level. But the
See MARRIAGE: Page 3

Gay marriage cases explained
Proposition 8 case: Tuesday
Hollingsworth v. Perry

The Defense of Marriage Act case: Wednesday
Windsor v. United States

Lawyers Ted Olson and David Boies will argue that the U.S. constitution
guarantees equal protection and due process. The law’s defenders
say society has an interest in the state preserving traditional marriage.
The decision, which will come in June, could affect just California or the
entire country, depending on how broadly the court decides to rule.

DOMA bans federal marriage rights for gay couples, even if they are
married in a state that recognizes same-sex marriage. The Obama
administration has argued that the law is unconstitutional, but lawyers for
the House of Representatives are defending the case. The act’s opponents
argue that it violates the Constitution’s equal protection clause.

The University has suspended or
expelled 15 students for drug offenses
this academic year, already six more
than last year’s total.
Students caught with less than an
ounce of pot get the equivalent of a slap
on the wrist, but violations for harder
drugs – like cocaine, ecstasy, and hallucinogens, or drug distribution – are considered major offenses. Those violations
shot up by nearly 50 percent from last
year, reaching 28 cases, Director of the
Office of Student Rights and Responsibilities Gabriel Slifka said.
First-time offenders charged with
possession of marijuana receive an administrative record and $50 fine, and
must complete substance abuse education. Students who rack up several minor drug or alcohol offenses could face
loss of housing or probation.
While more students have been
busted this year for severe offenses,
those cases only accounted for 17
percent of the 86 drug charges as of
March 20. Last year, the office tallied
119 drug charges.
Charged students face a hearing
board, and the dean of student affairs
must ultimately sign off on any suspension or expulsion.
But a charge through GW's disciplinary office doesn't always mean a
criminal record. Of the 98 drug law
violations recorded in the University
Police Department's crime log this
academic year, only about 12 percent
led to arrests.
Last week, a student was caught
with “suspected” psilocybin mushrooms during a marijuana bust. UPD
officers arrested him in Francis Scott
Key Hall after receiving a tip about
“heavy marijuana smoke” and found
the other drugs in his room at The Dakota. Officers also arrested a student for
psilocybin mushrooms and 40 grams
of marijuana with intent to distribute
in October, after discovering cocaine,
ecstasy pills, marijuana, LSD tabs and
drug paraphernalia on other students
the month before.
Ten students have been charged
See DRUGS: Page 3

Susuni laps
opponents
in campaign
spending
by chris hebdon
Hatchet Staff Writer

trators to push for more lounge space,
study rooms, fast-food vendors and multipurpose rooms for dance practices, yoga
classes and speakers.
Susuni and Skordalos were elected
next year's SA president and executive
vice president Thursday. The $130 million
residence hall will merge Crawford Hall,
The Schenley and The West End by 2016.
Skordalos said that while architects
were receptive to all the design ideas,

Newly elected Student Association
president Julia Susuni spent more than
double what all her competitors put toward their campaigns combined to win
last week's election, according to unofficial
candidate estimates.
The losing presidential candidates together spent half of the $968 Susuni reported Friday to the SA’s Joint Election Committee. She spent nearly $300 on camera
equipment, $280 on dozens of T-shirts, $100
on buttons and $150 on posters.
But the other three contenders, sophomore Mike Morgan, senior Hugo Scheckter and freshman Tywan Wade, did not
officially report what they spent on their
bids, breaking campus campaign rules.
The JEC combs through candidate expenditures to ensure they do not top the
$1,000 spending limit.
Morgan, Scheckter and Wade told
The Hatchet they spent about $300, $80
and $40, respectively, trying to secure
the SA presidency.
Chair of the JEC Jordan Thomas
said he tried to pursue the violations,
but said that ultimately the candidates
would not face repercussions for failing
to report their finances.

See SA: Page 3

See EXPENSES: Page 3

delaney walsh | contributing photo editor

Junior Julia Susuni hears the results Thursday of her win by a 59 percent margin for
the Student Association presidency. Susuni and executive vice president-elect Kostas
Skordalos met with the 'superdorm' design team Friday to push for more student space.

SA executives try to
wield early influence
by chloé sorvino
Assistant News Editor
Less than 24 hours after they were
elected, next year’s top student lobbyists
had already met with officials in charge of
the newest residence hall project to help
shape design plans before GW breaks
ground this summer.
Juniors Julia Susuni and Kostas
Skordalos joined the current Student Association executives in a talk with the
‘superdorm’ design team and adminis-
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IN Brief

Alumna dies after long
fight with cancer

–Brianna Gurciullo

samuel klein | contributing photo editor

Dozens staked out the Supreme Court this weekend for a chance to see the nation’s highest court take on gay marriage. D.C. residents
Jessica Skrebes and Jason Wonacott fashioned a shelter out of tarps and umbrellas to stay warm as temperatures dropped into the 30s at night.

QUOTABLE

''

Elissa Froman, an alumna and political
activist representing Jewish communities
in D.C. and nationally, died Thursday at
age 29.
Froman, who graduated with a degree
in Judaic and women’s studies, was a congressional lobbyist for the National Council of Jewish Women and an active member
of GW Hillel before her 2006 graduation.
She specialized in civil liberties, the separation of religion and government and social
justice.
She was diagnosed with Hodgkin’s
disease, a cancer of the lymphatic system,
when she was 23 years old – the same year
she graduated from GW. Froman received
the news at GW Hospital after she entered
the emergency room for dehydration. Teetering between recovery and relapse, she
battled through years of chemotherapy, radiation and surgery.
She chronicled her experience with
stem cell transplants and her search for a
bone marrow donor on her blog.
GW Hillel Rabbi Yoni Kaiser-Blueth
said Froman was one of the first alumni he
met when he came to GW in 2010. He said
she was warm, smart, caring, adventurous
and “passionate about doing good deeds
and paying it forward.”
“We had a few amazing encounters on
the way,” he said, adding that he distinctly
remembered how the alumna’s face would
light up whenever someone mentioned the
GW Jewish community organization. “She
just wanted the best for GW and for Hillel.”
Yoni said Froman regularly attended
Friday night services and dinners at Hillel,
and visited the Gewirz Center on 23rd and
H streets for the group’s annual alumni
weekend.
Joanna Feldman, who launched a website to raise money for her friend’s medical bills, posted that Froman entered the
hospital in February 2012 for complications
related to a stem cell transplant, barring her
plans to attend rabbinical school that summer.
The site raised more than $45,000 in five
months with almost 750 donations – just a
few thousand dollars short of its $54,000
goal. Feldman posted that Vice President
Joe Biden had written a letter to Froman
in October 2012 while she stayed at Northwestern Memorial Hospital in Chicago.
Froman is survived by her father Michael nee Salzberg, mother Gloria and a
sister, Rebecca.

''

When you’re little, you’re like, ‘Oh, my wedding is going to be awesome.’ And then I came out
as gay, and then that’s not a thing I have anymore and that’s something I want back.
–Issa Coultas, GW senior, on the Supreme Court considering two same-sex marriage cases this week.
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Art Exhibit Reception

Haitian Politics

Intervention in Mali

Russian Protest Movement

Dig into the connection between
human evolution and creativity
through student art projects.
Phillips Hall, Gallery 102 • 6 p.m.

Listen to a journalist, an NGO official and
the former Haitian ambassador to the U.S.
discuss post-earthquake governance in Haiti.
1957 E Street, Room 602 • 5:30 p.m.

Join adjunct professor Erwan Lagadec
for a brown bag lunch discussion on the
implications of the French intervention in Mali.
1957 E Street, Suite 412 • 1 p.m.

Join a Fulbright researcher to
discuss the struggles facing
Russian protestors.
1957 E Street, Suite 412 • 4 p.m.
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Alumnus gets his last laugh as fake University president
by julie alderman
Hatchet Staff Writer
GW’s
favorite
sharptongued Twitter jester has gone
on an indefinite hiatus.
The 2010 alumnus notorious for sniping at administrators in 140-character bursts as
@fakeStevenknapp announced
Friday that his tweeting days
are over.
Hunter Patterson, who
spent three years pulling the
strings behind the parody Twitter account @fakeStevenknapp,
which boasts more than 3,700
followers, said he wants to take
a break to focus on his career as
a media consultant for DC London – a campaign consulting
firm for politicians and issue
activists.
“I think I’ve done everything I can do with this,” Patterson, who holds a degree in
international affairs, said. “I’ve
been a part of the conversation,
and it has been fun.”
Patterson sometimes tweeted dozens of times a day, offering edgy – and at times sexist
or otherwise offensive – commentary on administrators and
University happenings.
The 24-year-old launched
the account in 2010 and has
posted almost 2,500 tweets
since then, interacting with students, campus leaders and even
officials like Senior Associate
Provost and Dean of Student
Affairs Peter Konwerski.
Patterson kept his identity
a secret until the Washington
Post interviewed him in March
2012. He considered dropping
the account then, but decided
to hold off because he could not
resist the opportunity to con-

jordan emont | photo editor

Hunter Patterson, the man behind @fakeStevenknapp, stands in front of University President Steven Knapp's house on F Street.

tinue barraging the University
with criticism.
But over the last few
months, he said he's seen the
number of retweets on his account decline.
He inspired copycats, with
hoax accounts popping up parodying Konwerski, a frequent
tweeter, and the University Police Department, among others.

Fake Twitter handles have
appeared for officials at more
than a dozen schools across the
country, including American
University, the University of
Maryland and the University of
Virginia.
Patterson said during his
senior year, he was inspired by
other parody accounts of public
personalities, such as Chicago

Mayor Rahm Emanuel. He said
he expected to attract “maybe a
few hundred followers."
Patterson kept up by
searching for #GWU on Twitter, as well as following The
Hatchet, The GW Patriot and
WRGW. Hesitant to claim he
made an impact on the University, he said he thinks he at least
kept students interested in Uni-

versity decisions.
“I’ve been able to keep
people plugged in,” Patterson
said. “I think people enjoy me,
but I don’t think I have that
much sway.”
@fakeStevenKnapp
endorsed senior Hugo Scheckter's
satirical campaign for Student
Association president this year.
Scheckter said Patterson’s per-

sona engaged the student body
more than the real Knapp.
“I think that in the minds
of most recent GW students, @
fakeStevenknapp is the president of our university,” Scheckter said. “He will be missed.”
Patterson said neither the
University nor its actual president ever contacted him, but
Knapp responded in another
letter shortly after, defending
his efforts to reach out the student body, highlighting walks
around campus with his dog
Ruffles, snowball fights with
students and drum solos at
University events.
The real Knapp, who has
headed GW since 2007, has
faced criticism for his lack of
face-to-face interaction with
students beyond semesterly office hours.
He defended his relationship with the student body in a
letter published in The Hatchet
in November 2011.
“Even if I held office hours
all day every day, seeing a different student every 10 minutes, this would leave me with
time for (quite literally) nothing
else!” Knapp, who does not
have an official Twitter account,
wrote in the letter.
In his blog, Patterson asked
readers to preserve his legacy,
saying, “I don’t want anyone
to steal the handle,” but another account called @FakeSteveKnapp launched just minutes
after his announcement. He
said his next – and final – tweet
will come when Knapp retires.
“Then, the account can
pass on into Internet oblivion,” Patterson said about his
masterpiece. “It’s been a hell
of an experience.” u

Same-sex marriage debate grounded in faith, relationships

by allison kowalski
Hatchet Staff Writer
Father Greg Shaffer
prayed for "the institution
of marriage" this weekend
and asked his congregation
to do the same.
Sitting inside the Newman Center ’s chapel, about
a dozen students soaked
in his sermon as they envisioned the week ahead
– rallying to preserve
same-sex marriage bans
like Proposition 8 and the
Defense of Marriage Act as
they appear before the Supreme Court this week.
With
the
Catholic
Church preparing for Easter next week, Shaffer said
his church has not issued
formal notices pushing
members to get involved in
the fight against legislation
allowing gay marriage, like
it did in 2012 when laws
permitting same-sex marriage passed in Maryland
and Maine.
Still, he said he wants
to make sure the Church’s
views opposing same-sex
marriage are clear.
“I think for the Church,
the institution of marriage
is naturally, inherently by
its nature, the full union of
a man and a woman – that’s
not just the church, that’s
what nature says,” Shaffer
said.
He
also
described
“helping” students who
have come to him feeling

SA
from p. 1
administrators pulled back, reminding the students that they
“can’t have everything at once
in one space.”
Susuni and Skordalos both
won their races office by 59 percent – wide margins that both
said put weight behind their
goals. Susuni, the fourth-ever
female SA president, is also
the first female to hold the post
since 2009.

EXPENSES
from p. 1
“We try and make sure
they ran a fair campaign and
they gave their opponent a fair
chance,” Thomas said.
Wade, a freshman, and
Morgan, a sophomore, would
not be penalized if they chose to
run again, JEC vice chair Jordan
Hill said.
All presidential and executive vice presidential candidates
reported their campaign costs
to the JEC last year.
Winner of the executive
vice presidency Kostas Skorda-

DRUGS
from p. 1
with intent to distribute drugs
as of March 20. In the last two
years, 11 and 12 students in total received intent to distribute

attracted to members of
the same-sex, and advising
them to stay celibate for the
rest of their lives. Shaffer
added that he loves everyone, no matter what their
sexual orientation, and said
this point was previously
lost in his blog and other
teachings. Last May, Shaffer drew fire for blasting
President Barack Obama’s
support of gay marriage.
“Every single rational
person knows that sexual
relationships between persons of the same sex are unnatural and immoral. They
know it in their hearts,” he
wrote last year.
Opposition to gay marriage has eroded nationally over the last few years,
especially among young
Americans. An all-time
high 58 percent of Americans support marriage
rights, according to a Washington Post-ABC News poll
released last week.
Freshman Amanda Robbins, who will be part of the
ground movement Tuesday,
said she is governed by her
Christian beliefs.
“Governments need to
recognize marriages have
been this way for thousands of years, and there's
no reason it should be redefined this year all of the
sudden, and it’s not the
Supreme Court’s case to do
that,” Robbins said.
He said that like many
GW students who are

oral arguments come a week
after a Washington Post-ABC
News poll found a record 58
percent of Americans support
marriage rights for gay couples.
“When you’re little, you’re
like, ‘Oh my wedding is going
to be awesome.’ And then I
came out as gay, and then that’s
not a thing I have anymore.
And that’s something I want
back,” Coultas said.
The couple could marry in
Lynn's home state of Washington, but would not have full
marriage rights granted by the
federal government, including tax filing benefits. Coultas
grew up in California, where
gay couples cannot marry.
Lynn and Coultas, like gay
couples across the country this
week, are hopeful national policies will soon change.
Gay couples can marry in
nine states and D.C., which
made same-sex marriage legal in 2009. Thirty-one states
prohibit same-sex marriage in
their constitutions.
Coultas will graduate in
May and take a job in Los Angeles, but the pair said they are
commited to remaining in each
other's lives, despite thousands
of miles of distance.
And while Lynn said she’s
not interested in tying the knot
at this point, she wants to keep
that option open.
“I never was a kid who
dreamed about my pretty
white wedding, but I don't
want to have that right taken

away from me. It’s not fair and
that’s not okay. And so now I
have to fight for this, and I have
to start caring about marriage,”
Lynn said.
As a Californian, Coultas
said the court’s decision on
Proposition 8 will be personal.
When the ban passed in 2008,
Coultas organized a high
school assembly with her Gay
Straight Alliance chapter to
show students how the decision will affect them.
But the program stirred
up controversy at her school,
and she and her friends got in
trouble because conservative
students “thought they were
being held captive.”
Lynn agreed that the decision to roll back same-sex marriage in California after just a
few months was shocking. The
law's opponents this week will
argue that the law violates gay
couples' equal protection and
due process under the 14th
Amendment.
“It just kind of hit me, and
was my first introduction to
being disappointed with my
country really strongly and being really saddened by something that I didn’t really understand,” she said.
Lynn said she will take
her girlfriend of two years to
her first same-sex marriage
ceremony this summer. When
Lynn’s cousin gets married
in Washington state, she said
it will be filled with a joy her
family would not have felt if
they were celebrating a civil
union. u

from p. 1

elise apelian | hatchet staff photographer

Father Greg Shaffer, who leads the Newman Center, said students have
come to him to talk about their attractions to members of the same sex,
and he advises them to stay celibate for the rest of their lives.

against gay marriage, she
still thinks gay couples deserve rights that come with
civil unions, like hospital
visitation and financial
benefits. The problem, she
said, is the impact on traditional family life and bringing up children.
“I just think the man
and woman have different roles to play and that’s
what’s needed for the child
to be brought up in the best
way,” Robbins said.
Sophomore Emily Jashinsky said she grew up in a
strict Lutheran household
and is also morally opposed
to same-sex marriage. But
after honing her political
views as a Libertarian, she
does not think the govern-

ment should be taking a
stance on the issue at all.
She will not head to the Supreme Court this week.
“Republicans do not
need to get caught up in social issues,” she said.
Jashinsky, a member of
the Young America's Foundation, said she is inspired
by new voices in the Republican Party that are more
libertarian, like father and
son Ron and Rand Paul.
She called them the future
of the GOP.
Moving from the Bible
Belt to GW also shaped her
beliefs, she said.
“The more you’re challenged, the sharper your
view becomes,” Jashinsky
said. u

This year's SA elections saw
a record 4,855 ballots cast, Joint
Elections Committee chair Jordan Thomas said. Sophomore
Mike Morgan, senior Hugo
Scheckter and freshman Tywan
Wade earned second, third and
fourth place respectively.
“There are going to be some
things we're doing that will
need student support for those
conversations to be strong,”
Susuni said. “I hope that by so
many more people voting in
this election than in other elections that it will be something
really helpful.”

With student space topping both executives' goals for
third year, Susuni and Skordalos will face the challenge of
shaping long-term development plans. SA President Ashwin Narla and his second-incommand Abby Bergren were
shut down on a majority of
their proposals to expand student space this year.
But Skordalos said he
thinks he and Susuni can
still push for a commitment
to invest five years down
the line. He said during the
transition into office, he and

Susuni will meet with Narla
and Bergren to learn “what
they’ve been doing behind
the scenes” to position themselves strategically.
“I hate to believe the money
is not there. Ashwin and Abby
have done a fantastic job laying
the foundation. They’ve really
opened the door, but it’s up to
Julia and me to bust the door
wide open,” Skordalos said.
This year’s races did not require a runoff for the first time
in three years. SA election rules
call for a runoff if no candidates
capture more than 40 percent of

the total vote.
Susuni said three goals
will top her list of issues to
tackle when she takes office
next month: putting Trader
Joe's on GWorld and researching graduate student issues,
like the policies for serving
alcohol at events and adding
graduate student lounge to
Gelman Library.
During her campaign, she
also pledged to move Student
Health Service closer to campus
and improve career services.
She said she doesn’t know
who she will pick for the 11

spots in her cabinet yet, or if she
will look inside or outside the
SA to fill them. The selection
process typically occurs at the
end of April.
Skordalos beat sophomore
Mike Adam by more than 800
votes to become the secondhighest student advocate.
Skordalos said his first action will be to “bring the Senate
together."
“I need to make sure the
Senate is there and efficient to
make sure the student body is
getting what they voted for,” he
said. u

los spent about $400 less than
his contender, sophomore Mike
Adam. Skordalos spent $419,
about a quarter of which went
toward his campaign website,
with the rest going toward posters, flyers and palm cards.
Adam spent about half
of his $844 total on 700 campaign-themed shot glasses,
which he distributed while
dorm-storming.
“It was nice being able to
go through all of the residence
halls so far and give a tangible
object for people to remember
my name by,” Adam said.
Morgan, who came in second place with 20 percent of the
vote, said he didn’t think it was

important to report his finances
because the race had already
been decided.
“There is no need to report
finances since we won’t be
contesting the results,” Morgan said.
Scheckter said he did not
report because he didn’t want
to calculate exactly how much
he spent running a campaign to
become the monarch of GW. He
told The Hatchet in mid-March
that he had spent $80 for posters and a king costume, but he
declined this week to provide
an updated tally.
“It’s embarrassing that I
spent so much on a joke campaign,” Scheckter said.

Wade said he spent $40 for
posters at the Marvin Center,
though he also announced
partnerships with Ultrabar
and Whole Foods Market to
offer discounts to his supporters. Hill said he did not know
if discounts would be considered campaign fundraising or
not because it had never been
tried before.
Former JEC chair Phil
Gardner said there are no repercussions for those who fail to report their spending. He added
that there were some problems
with how the JEC ran this year,
which made it less effective
than last year's committee.
Gardner, now a graduate

student, said he wouldn’t have
allowed Scheckter to remain on
the ballot if the situation had
arisen last year, because the SA
constitution states that to serve
as president, the student must
be enrolled for the length of
their term. Scheckter, a senior,
will graduate after completing
courses this summer.
He also questioned the
JEC's decision to limit voting
times to 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. between
Wednesday and Thursday, preventing students from voting
overnight. Thomas said the
JEC did not want campaigns to
hassle voters at night.
“Hugo’s campaign was a
special one,” Thomas said, de-

fending the JEC's decision. “He
filled out all the paperwork and
did everything to be an actual
candidate, and therefore we
could not discredit him or remove him from the ballot for
just rumors or spoken word.”
The election body removed former presidential
candidate Kwasi Agyeman a
month before the race. Agyeman, who would have graduated in the Class of 2012, is
finishing his undergraduate
degree and could switch to a
graduate program in the fall.
The SA constitution does not
allow students to run if they
plan to change degree programs during their term. u

charges, respectively.
Slifka, who declined to sit
for an interview, said the University has "a variety of resources to educate students about the
dangers of illegal drugs," but
said students should "encourage others to refrain from using illegal drugs and controlled

substances without a prescription."
“The number of students
documented in these types of
incidents varies year to year
and as a result, the number of
students found in violation of a
drug policy through a disciplinary process will vary year to

year,” Slifka said.
Through GW spokeswoman Michelle Sherrard, University Police Chief Kevin Hay
declined to answer questions
about the changes in drug activity on campus, how his department is adapting an increase
to the use of drugs other than

marijuana or how UPD handles
student drug dealers.
He touted the University’s
“holistic approach” to substance abuse through education and said in the fall that the
number of students reporting
the sight or smell of marijuana
smoke has increased.

“Some students take offense to drug use happening
in their residence halls. They
don’t want to be around it, and
the students call GWPD,” Hay
said following a streak of drug
arrests in September. “As these
cases are reported, we will take
action.” u
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WHAT THE UNIVERSITY WON't TALK ABOUT THIS WEEK
How the University Police Department is adapting to an increase in the use
of drugs other than marijuana on campus (p. 1).
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Tell graduates something they don't want to hear

Staff Editorial

Breaking the
Commencement
speaker cycle
After a great deal of waiting,
the University finally announced
that actress and alumna Kerry
Washington will speak at Commencement this spring.
But despite her connection
to GW and her resume, which
includes films like “Django Unchained,” “Ray” and “The Last
King of Scotland,” some students
were disappointed.
It’s easy to understand their
frustration since, in the past several years, the speakers have included high profile names like first
lady Michelle Obama, New York
City Mayor Michael Bloomberg
and NBC Nightly News host Brian
Williams.

Washington is a rising
star, and despite her
youth, she will likely
have a great deal of
advice and wisdom to
offer the Class of 2013.
And that disappointment was
compounded by the list of people
nominated earlier this year to potentially receive honorary degrees,
like actress Meryl Streep, basketball star Magic Johnson and Rep.
Eric Cantor, R-Va.
As a student body, it’s very easy
to think of the graduation speaker
as someone who students and parents can brag about to their friends
and family. With Oprah Winfrey
speaking at Harvard University
and the Dalai Lama at Tulane Unversity this year, students at GW
wish that they, too, could boast a
big name celebrity on their campus.
Many see the keynote as responsible for bringing an element
of prestige to the University and
producing a sound bite for CNN.
But we should focus on the
actual content of the speech – not
who is speaking. Washington is a
rising star, and despite her youth,
she will likely have a great deal
of advice and wisdom to offer the
Class of 2013.
In recent years, GW has fallen
into a cycle of choosing politicos and members of the media as
speakers, who frequently speak
to large crowds. Perhaps Washington’s speech will be a breath
of fresh air, a departure from the
typical recycled Commencement
speech.
At a school that prides itself on
political science, international affairs and journalism programs, and
that has poured millions of dollars
into a new Science and Engineering
Hall, the arts and humanities programs often go overlooked. But the
decision to invite Washington is an
indication of the University’s commitment to these programs.
Washington has spoken at GW
before: She delivered a speech in
the Marvin Center during Alumni
Weekend in 2008. Additionally, she
had a high-profile speaking gig at
the Democratic National Convention in September. But there's a
number of reasons why students
should look forward to hearing her
speak.
Her activism in areas such as
sustainability and LGBT rights will
appeal to a large portion of the
student body at this progressive
school.
As a former member of the
Board of Trustees and an alumna,
she has the ability to speak to the
student experience at GW in ways
that others couldn't.
As students, we’ve bought into
the notion of superficiality. It’s
true: Washington isn’t as famous as
some of the other honorary degree
candidates like Streep or Cantor.
And while she probably was
not anybody’s first choice for Commencement speaker, Washington’s
upcoming speech is something every graduate should look forward
to.
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I

vividly remember three years
ago watching my brother
graduate from GW on the National Mall. That was the year
first lady Michelle Obama gave the
Commencement address.
There had been so much hype
about the speech. The student body
worked all year to log 100,000 service
hours to lock her in as the headliner.
But what was most memorable about Obama’s speech was
how unmemorable it really was. I
can vaguely remember her talking
about how students should never
give up.
To be fair, it wasn’t a bad speech.
I just felt like I’d heard it all before –
and I don’t think I'm alone in that
sentiment.
Now that I’m set to graduate in
May, I’ve been thinking about what
this year’s keynote speaker, actress
and alumna Kerry Washington,
might say to the Class of 2013.
I’ve spent some time reading
and watching a number of commencement speeches. And after consideration, I realized that
the best graduation speeches are
those that avoid showering the
students with praise about their
accomplishments. The best graduation speeches tell the audience
something they don’t want to hear

Patrick
Rochelle

Opinions Editor
– something that makes people a
little uncomfortable.
That’s the purpose of college:
to debunk everything you’ve been
taught for so many years – to tell
the unpleasant truth. It’s the notion that what you thought you
knew all along is really a sham.
It’s that horrifying realization that
what you thought was the truth
– that what looked and felt so obviously real on the surface – was
nothing but hot air.
When I think of a good graduation speech, I think about former
Baltimore Sun journalist David Simon’s address at Georgetown University last year. Simon is famous
for his HBO series The Wire about
the drug trade in Baltimore. He told
the Class of 2012 something quite
unconventional, and it offended
some.
“For starters, my generation
probably owes yours an apology.
Because, hey, we definitely shanked
it. We choked. We let ourselves get
distracted with greed, with gloss,

with the taste of the bread and the
glitz of the circuses. We took our
eyes off the prize," he said.
These are harsh words. But at
the same time, I don’t see how anyone could ever forget a line like that
– an apology from one generation to
the next.
It’s an example of honesty in
its purest form, the kind that is all
too rare when it comes to graduation speeches. We failed, and now
it’s your duty and responsibility to
fix it, Simon said. And the truth is,
you’ll probably fail too.
What is lacking in a lot of commencement speeches is a dose of
reality. It’s all too easy to search
for words and metaphors that just
brush the surface and leave the
graduates with a pat on the back
and a job well done. What was daring about Simon’s speech is that he
didn’t sugarcoat anything. He effectively said our generation is inheriting a world plagued with injustice.
It’d be too simple for speakers
to tell us stories of how they toiled
for a few years only to emerge from
the wilderness enlightened and
ahead of the pack. I hope that’s not
the case. At a time as uncertain as
this one, in a job market that is both
unforgiving and intimidating, the
speaker would do us all a favor by

speaking candidly.
In 2005, novelist David Foster
Wallace didn’t tell Kenyon College
graduates that their lives would be
happy from here on out. In fact, he
said quite the opposite.
"The plain fact is that you graduating seniors do not yet have any
clue what ‘day in, day out’ really
means," he said. "There happen to
be whole, large parts of adult American life that nobody talks about in
commencement speeches. One such
part involves boredom, routine and
petty frustration. The parents and
older folks here will know all too
well what I’m talking about."
Wallace was honest with his
audience. He didn't romanticize the
years ahead. He was realistic.
If I have one wish for the graduation speaker this year, it's that she’s
honest with us. I hope she doesn’t
tell us how special and wonderful
we all are. I hope she doesn’t leave
us with inflated egos.
I hope Washington catches us off
guard. If she’s willing to do that and
step outside the bounds of what’s
popular and superficial, she might
just deliver a speech that people still
remember 20 years from now.
–The writer, a senior majoring
in English, is The Hatchet’s opinions
editor.

The biddie's guide to bracketing
by Amanda Kay

Debating the use of satire in student elections

S

tudent Association elections
are a time of overbearing
self-promotion and oftenmeaningless promises. Last
week, candidates shoved fliers into
our hands in Kogan Plaza and covered the walls of the Marvin Center it’s working toward making a spestaircase in posters.
cific point. It’s a lot easier to tell
It’s easy to poke fun at these someone they are wrong rather
politicians-in-training as they than explaining why. If you’re gospend hundreds of dollars and ing to step out on stage with peocountless hours struggling to gain ple who claim to have solutions
positions that many students don’t for our problems, you can’t only
even know exist.
tell me their solutions are flawed.
So, on some level, I appreciate Running a satirical campaign is
what senior Hugo Scheckter tried fine, but for it to be meaningful,
to do with his satirical campaign, it has to have some substantive
highlighting the absurdity of the ideas as a foundation.
whole election process as "King
The most frustrating part of
Hugo." But it was a distraction this situation is that someone
from the platforms
with as much visof other candidates,
ible wit, passion
who tried to offer leand charisma as
gitimate solutions to Running a satirical Scheckter didn’t dicampus problems.
rect those energies
campaign is fine, where they would
Tuesday night's
debate was a chance
have made the most
but for it to be
for Scheckter to use
impact. It’s evident
meaningful, it
his humor to talk
from the influence
about changes he
he had on this race
has
to
have
some
would actually like
and the 775 votes he
to see on campus. substantive ideas as received last week
But instead of induring the election
a foundation.
forming the audithat a real effort on
ence, he was merely
his part would have
a distraction for stubeen a force to reckdents who wanted to learn about on with.
the other candidates' platforms.
In between jokes, he did make
There’s a time and a place for a serious point. In one of his final
everything. And the debate, which statements of the debate, Scheckis the culminating and arguably ter encouraged every student to
most important event of the cam- “question the decisions that are bepaign season should not be wasted ing made [by the administration].”
on mockery.
This should have been the centerScheckter failed to offer any real piece of his election effort – not the
examples of ways to fix campus is- sole genuine moment in an othersues, instead resorting to obscenity- wise comedic campaign.
laden complaints about topics like
Personally, I would’ve been
the construction of the GW Mu- eager to hear his solutions to the
seum, which will partially house many problems we face on this
textiles, at the center of campus. He campus.
offered no remedy to the situation
At the end of the day, absurdiand barely suggested how to better ties aside, the issues being debated
use the space.
affect the daily lives of every stuIf Scheckter really wanted to dent on this campus. And while
make a statement about the casual comedy has its place, student life
disregard the administration prac- here will be much better off if we
tices in its dealings with the student all actually engage with the system
body, then he should have dedicat- rather than having a non-participaed his campaign entirely to it in a tory laugh at its expense.
–The writer is a junior majoring
more serious fashion.
in American Studies.
Satire is only effective when
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e’re all familiar with
satire. From a Mark
Twain novel to The
Colbert Report, satire acts as an effective way to
criticize and draw attention to
society’s flaws. At its best, sat- students are complaining they do
ire illustrates caricatures of our- not have enough space on campus.
selves that are so accurate we
But even if you don’t take
cannot help but laugh.
issue with the museum, I’m cerAnd satire was the corner- tain all students can think of at
stone of “King” Hugo Scheck- least one instance when adminter’s campaign for Student As- istrators have frustrated them,
sociation president, when he ran whether it's through the noisy,
on the platform of turning the SA early morning construction or J
into a monarchy.
Street’s high prices.
Scheckter’s satirical campaign
Of course, getting the entire
was at once hilarious and insult- student body to actually agree on
ing, witty and rude, refreshing and something is an impossible task.
obnoxious. But regardless of what That’s why we have SA representayou think of him,
tives in the first place –
we would be doing
to represent our collecourselves a great
Regardless of what tive views to the best
of their ability – and
disservice if we
you think of him,
it would be ludicrous
merely dismissed
expect administra“King Hugo” as an
we would be doing to
tors to respond to our
arrogant jackass or
every gripe.
attention-seeker.
ourselves a great
However, if an
Scheckter ’s
satire makes a disservice if we merely administrative move
great point: As he dismissed 'King Hugo' is widely unpopular,
SA leaders should not
said in his closing
remarks at the Stu- as an arrogant jackass let it pass without a
dent Media Debate
or attention-seeker. fight. Students must
find creative ways to
Tuesday
night,
urge the University to
students should
never be afraid to say “no” to an address student needs.
Scheckter’s slogan read "GW
administration that doesn’t always
listen to our concerns. As students, doesn't care about students. Neither does King Hugo." If nothwe must be bold.
University policy impacts us ing else, students should take his
greatly. But all too often, the SA campaign as a signal to speak out
representatives only nod their when they feel their opinions no
heads meekly while adminis- longer have weight.
Granted, at the end of the day,
trators steamroll them in their
haste to implement new plans we're all just students. We don’t
have the experience or power of
and policies.
As Scheckter emphasized, it administrators or trustees. But we
doesn’t make sense for the Uni- have numbers, and we have voicversity to implement something es. If we rise up and communicate
that doesn’t help students or our problems to the SA, and the SA
something overwhelmingly un- in turn demonstrates those probpopular. If a university ceases to lems to the University, we cannot
take the interests of its major ben- be ignored.
So let’s take Scheckter’s adeficiaries in mind, then it has serivice to heart. He may not be repously failed to do its job.
Scheckter pointed to the con- resenting us as SA president next
struction of the GW Museum, year, but we can still make our
which will partner with the Tex- voices heard. We just have to yell
tile Museum, as an example of the loudly enough.
–The writer, a freshman majoring
University's failure to provide for
in English, is a Hatchet columnist.
students, especially at a time when
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The number of matches the
men's tennis team has lost in
A-10 competition.

baseball | gw 1, massachusetts 0

Colonials sweep Massachusetts in first league action
by brennan murray
Hatchet Staff Writer
Though it might not have been a full 180-degree turnaround, the Colonials’ perfect results
this weekend could foreshadow that the formerly
struggling squad has improved.
But then again, nothing in baseball dominates
a game’s storyline better than lights-out pitching.
Over a combined 27 innings of work between Friday and Sunday, GW’s hurlers allowed
only two total runs. And in the first 18 of those
innings, they didn’t allow a single walk. It was
an effort that stood in striking contrast to their
performance against the Hoyas last Tuesday,
when the Colonials’ pitching allowed 10 runs in
one game alone.
After going down easily against Georgetown, GW (7-15, 3-0) rolled into its first Atlantic
10 stint this weekend with sights on taking down
conference foe Massachusetts. Heavy snowfall in
the Northeast forced the Minutemen to Barcroft
Park, where they fell victim twice to the Colonials
on Friday (4-1 and 7-1) and then again on Sunday,
in 1-0 shutout fashion.
“What anted up in this series was consistent
pitching and execution of pitches,” head coach
Gregg Ritchie said. “It’s a nice way to start the
A-10. But those games are done, and we’ve got
the next opponent coming up.”
Despite their recent non-conference struggles, all was surprisingly calm in the Colonials’
dugout before the final game Sunday. The lineup
card on the near wall bore starters' nicknames instead of their real ones. New Orleans native Matthieu Robért, the freshman catcher, was jokingly
written in as “Mardi Gras.” Senior outfielder Tyler McCarthy, who had two extra base hits on the
day, was chalked in as “The General.”
Whether it was good vibes that kept the players loose, or just a newfound focus on going out
and getting the job done, the Colonials played
consistent baseball against the Minutemen, from
the first pitch of game one until the final out of
game three.
Game one started off with three GW hits
in the first inning, the final coming off the bat
of freshman infielder Eric Kalman and driving in the game’s first run. In the fourth, Robért
smacked his second long ball of the season, putting the Colonials up 2-0. Senior infielder Justin
Albright added a run to the tally in the same
frame, knocking an RBI single to the outfield to
put GW up 3-0.
On the hill, junior Luke Staub was a force. In
seven innings of work, he gave up just one run on
five hits while fanning five batters. Junior Craig
Lejeune, who also got the save on Sunday, closed
the door on the Minutemen with two innings of
flawless relief.

cameron lancaster | hatchet PHOTOGRAPHEr

Senior outfielder Tyler McCarthy sends the ball to first base Sunday afternoon. McCarthy posted two base hits over the day's competition.

The second half of Friday’s doubleheader
was much of the same: dominant GW pitching,
with an added dose of run support. Junior Aaron
Weisberg turned in a one-run complete game,
striking out six along the way without giving out
a single base on balls. The Colonials had two big
innings, a four-run fourth and a three-run sixth,
on the way to a 7-1 rout of Massachusetts.
Senior outfielder Ryan Rickey went 4-7 in the
doubleheader, with three doubles and the same
number of runs batted in.
“We’ve honestly come so far in the first half [of
the season],” freshman pitcher Max Kaplow said.
“We earned each one of these wins this weekend
and it’s huge that we are coming together. Mostly,

I am so proud of this team because of how much
work went into having things click.”
Game three on Sunday was a quiet one, but
didn’t lack the strong pitching performance that
highlighted games the first two. Kaplow turned
in a six-inning shutout effort, working his way
out of many tough jams along the way, including
two with the bases loaded.
A textbook hit-and-run play by Kalman in
the top of the fourth scored junior Owen Beightol
in what turned out to be the game-deciding hit.
The game went down to the wire, but ended in
favor of the Colonials, completing the sweep.
“None of these wins were handed to us. It’s a
confidence builder, but at the same time we have

to find ways to get better and build on what we
did well,” Kaplow said.
Winning three games to open the conference
schedule is an impressive feat for a club that has
struggled mightily thus far in non-conference
play. But despite the major improvements on the
pitching and hitting sides, Ritchie sees a few areas
that must be addressed.
“We still had fielding errors, we still had a
throwing error with two outs,” Ritchie said. “We
had opportunities to execute a couple of times
and get another run across the board, but we
didn’t do it. So we have to take care of that.”
The Colonials will switch back to non-conference play when they travel to UMES Tuesday. u

George Mason to join A-10
by elizabeth traynor
Sports Editor
The Colonials are finally getting a crosstown conference rival: George Mason is
coming to the Atlantic 10.
Steven Goff, The Washington Post’s
beat reporter for the Patriots, tweeted that
the program will join the A-10 effective July
1. His tweet came on the heels of press releases released by both George Mason and
the Atlantic 10 touting “major announcements” Monday.
The addition is the latest in a series of
changes for the A-10 amid the shaky world
of conference realignment. It started with
the announced departures of Temple and
Charlotte, who were then replaced by Butler and VCU. But the Big East break-up gave
rise to the recent developments that will see
the Bulldogs and Xavier depart the Atlantic
10 next season.
George Mason was a founding member
of the Colonial Athletic Association, its current league, in 1985, and will rejoin VCU,
another former C.A.A. member, in the A-10.
Early exit fees from the C.A.A. total $1 million, the same as the A-10.
The Patriots’ men’s basketball team is
currently competing in the College Basketball Invitational, and will host Houston in
the quarterfinals Monday. The team has a
19-14 overall record this season. The Patriots last made the NCAA tournament in the
2010-11 season. In 2006, they made the Final
Four.
The Patriots also bring an added edge
to competition with the Colonials: in addition to being a District rival, they also hired
former GW assistant head coach Roland
Houston. His departure from the Colonials,
following the fire of former head coach Karl
Hobbs, was one of a chain of cascading
events that ultimately resulted in Erik Copes
playing for the Patriots instead of GW. At the

Hatchet file photos

Top: George Mason fans during a game against GW.
Above: Bryan Bynes drives against a Patriot opponent.

time, Copes was regarded as the best recruit
Hobbs had ever brought to Foggy Bottom.
In the end, the quick addition of George
Mason to the A-10’s ranks is hardly surprising. Athletic director Patrick Nero previously told The Hatchet that the league was
ready to answer decisively should programs
depart. The searches for VCU and Butler, he
said, created a short list of other potential
additions, a list George Mason was long rumored to lead. u
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Swigs for social change
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Cause Bar & Restaurant, also known as the PhilanthroPub, boasts an altruistic business model: The U Street pub donates 100 percent of its net profits to charities like Martha's Table and Higher Achievement.

by danielle noel
Hatchet Staff Writer
Need an excuse to drink more?
At Cause Bar & Restaurant on U Street,
happy hour can changes lives throughout
the District, country and world: 100 percent
of the net profits are donated to charities.
Founders Raj Ratwani and Nick Villele
opened the venue, also called the PhilanthroPub, in October. The pair came up with
the idea five years ago, when they were
earning Ph.D.'s in cognitive psychology at
George Mason University.
Ratwani said he was frustrated with his
inability to spur social change, but realized
that despite his busy lifestyle, he still found
time to grab a bite to eat.
“If you’re a Ph.D. student in psychology, you’re…doing a lot of great academic
research. But it’s hard to feel the immediate impact of change," Ratwani said. “Why
couldn’t we make it easy for people to give
back – still going out and [having] fun –
and [do] it on a student’s budget?”
The owners also made it a point to support small, local businesses when purchasing the material used in the pub. They also
used sustainable materials: Their tables and
bar stool are made from recycled wood.

Why couldn’t we make it easy for people to give back
– still going out and [having] fun – and [do] it on a
student’s budget?
Raj ratwani
Founder
PhilanthroPub

Their commitment to sustainability also
manifests itself in the restaurant’s decor.
A glass mosaic, comprised of 1,200 beer
bottles, spells out “cause” along the restaurant’s back wall. While pub patrons are not
solicited for donations, the owners work to
raise awareness about the causes they represent.
Selected organizations must fit certain
criteria set by an external advisory board:
whether or not its work is sustainable, if it
can expand to help more people and how
much exposure Cause can provide, based
on the charity's potential appeal to patrons.
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Martha’s Table, an organization that
works to alleviate poverty in the D.C. area
through educational programs, nutrition
and clothing, is one of Philanthropub’s featured causes this season.
Ann Brookover, director of development for Martha’s Table, said she thinks the
affiliation with Cause will bolster exposure
citywide.
“I think it will introduce us to some people who wouldn’t necessarily know about
us,” Brookover said. “I think that’s the biggest thing that has happened for us.”
Cause has found its place in academia
as well.

Professor Steven Livingston, who
teaches in the School of Media and Public
Affairs, visited the pub with graduate students in his course about the integration of
the technology and advocacy.
“I thought, gosh, it’s a course – it’s a
graduate seminar on how communities
work together to produce social outcomes,
and what better place to hold a couple of
our meetings than in that environment,”
Livingston said.
Livingston said Cause's model and mission could be replicated across the country.
In Houston, The Original OKRA Charity Saloon donates 100 percent of proceeds
to charities based in the city. Portland’s
Oregon Public House, which began construction in fall 2012, will offer its patrons
a selection of organizations to support with
every purchase.
Ratwani noted that the pub offers
both an opportunity for youth to display
altruism and an opportunity for community members to alter their perceptions of
younger generations.
“I think that young people are just as
charitable as anybody else. They have just as
good of intentions as anybody else,” Ratwani
said. “It’s really about integrating giving
back and everyday behavior together.” u
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