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As a town parade meandered 
through rural Vermont streets, then 
7 year-old Damian Legacy wan-
dered away to a church.

Years later, as a teenager, he 
joined his local church choir to coax 
his non-religious family to step foot 
into the parish. And after receiving 
his driver's license, the first place 
Legacy ventured to, rife with ela-
tion over his newfound teenage 
freedom, was his church.

“There was always a draw to 
the church, a subtle pull, a little 
invitation,” Legacy, a senior, said 
of his call to his faith. “Every-
body has a happy place. Mine is 
an empty church. That is the most 
serene and blissfully content that I 
have ever felt.”

Now on the precipice of 
graduation, the openly gay stu-
dent is an ordained priest within 
the North American Old Catho-
lic Church, which encourages 
LGBT members to join its clergy. 
Legacy was ordained in October, 
and since then, has held personal 
morning masses and structured 
prayer sessions six times a day. 
He also hosts masses for other 
students in his City Hall room.

The co-founder of Dignity GW, 
a campus group for LGBT Catholics 

that he started in 2011, Legacy ral-
lied for same-sex marriage outside 
the Supreme Court last week in 
his clerical collar. He said when he 
came out at the age of 15, his reli-
gious mentors embraced him before 
his parents did.

Raised in a home where religion 
was of little importance and discus-
sions of God were few, Legacy’s 
first interactions with faith were 

through the Roman Catholic Church 
through his grandparents. Yet the 
tenets of Roman Catholicism, which 
ban same-sex relationships, were in 
conflict with his personal identity.

Legacy viewed his sexuality 
as intended by God, an initial de-
terrent from a heterosexual mar-
ried life.

The University’s acceptance 
rate stood at about 33 percent for 
the third consecutive year.

A total of 33.4 percent of can-
didates were offered spots in the 
next freshman class, Vice Provost 
for Academic Affairs and Planning 
Forrest Maltzman said Sunday.

The admissions office has strug-

gled to boost GW’s selectivity since 
the rate fell to a record low of 31.7 
percent in 2010, after accepting 36.8 
percent of applicants in 2009.

“I care more about the quality 
of the student body we enroll than 
about the acceptance rate,” Maltz-
man said. “Our primary goal needs 
to be to bring in a great class, and 
this is what admissions is appropri-
ately focused on.” 

Just under 22 percent of stu-

dents accepted this week will 
need to enroll for the University 
to meet its target class size of 
2,350 freshmen.

Candidates accepted under the 
University’s binding early decision 
cycles already account for 41 per-
cent of the Class of 2017.  The early 
acceptance rate jumped nearly four 
points earlier this year, from 37.5 

Two gay seniors who said they 
felt alienated by the Newman Cen-
ter's controversial priest will launch 
a campaign this week to force him 
off campus.

At least a dozen students say 
they have left the Newman Center 
in the last several years because Fa-
ther Greg Shaffer’s strong anti-gay 
and anti-abortion views are too po-
larizing. Shaffer, a Roman Catholic 
priest, has spent five years preach-
ing to GW students.

The former Newman Center 
members are creating a video with 
testimony from 10 other Catholic 
students, who cite Shaffer as the 
reason they left the chapel, hoping 
to inflame a largely liberal campus 
and force University administrators 
to act. They also plan to file a formal 
complaint with the University and 
hold prayer vigils outside the New-
man Center until Shaffer is removed.

The students lambasted Shaffer’s 
counseling sessions, in which he said 
he advises students who are attracted 
to members of the same sex to remain 

The University has added 24-
hour security to at least three resi-
dence halls following a string of day-
time burglaries this semester.

Security staff are monitoring 
access day and night at Ivory Tow-
er, Fulbright and JBKO halls, the 
halls that saw at least 10 thefts of 
electronics in January. Previously, 
guards only monitored building 
entrances at night. 

University Police Chief Kevin 
Hay declined to discuss the changes 
or say if security will also increase in 
other residence halls.

Hay also declined to say when 
guards' hours were extended, who 
decided to implement the change, 
how many more students UPD hired 
to monitor residence hall lobbies or if 
the University plans to station more 
guards at any other halls. 

Most residence halls do not have 
guards during the daytime – while 
other urban schools such as New York 
and Northeastern universities station 
guards in all buildings to check iden-

tification cards 24 hours a day. Multi-
ple GW halls also do not have guards 
at night. 

UPD recorded more than twice as 
many burglaries in the Annual Secu-
rity and Fire Safety Report as North-
eastern University in 2011, the latest 
data available. NYU surpassed GW’s 
39 incidents with 53 burglaries.  

Three student guards said the 
University implemented 24-hour cov-
erage of the halls’ entrances within 
the last month.  

Amsterdam Hall now also has a 
student guard stationed 16 hours a 
day to make sure students swipe their 
GWorlds before entering, and UPD 
officers are posted for eight hours 
at night, community service aide 
Asheesh Banga said. 

Hay and Senior Associate Vice 
President for Safety and Security Dar-
rell Darnell defended GW’s safety 
procedures, which are more lax than 
those at similar schools, following 
the January series of room burglaries. 
They said students needed to be more 
vigilant by locking their doors and 

Three halls add 
24-hour security
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Senior guard Lasan Kromah attacks the basket amid a slew of defenders earlier 
this season. His decision to transfer will be a blow to the Colonials' offense, to  
which Kromah contributed 11 points a game during his time at GW.

Kromah to transfer

Admissions rate at three-year standstill
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Father Greg Shaffer has led the campus chapel at the Newman Center for five years.

Shaffer draws ire for 
anti-gay remarks

Gay student pursued priesthood after leaving campus Catholic center
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Senior guard Lasan Kromah 
will transfer from the Colonials 
next season, likely an unexpected 
and unwelcome blow for head 
coach Mike Lonergan.

As a graduate student trans-
fer, Kromah will be eligible to 
play right away at any program 
he chooses to join. Lonergan told 
The Hatchet last week that he en-
visioned Kromah as a starter next 
year, after the senior spent much 
of this season providing an off-
the-bench spark for the Colonials.

“We appreciate the contribu-
tions Lasan has made to our team, 
and we wish him the best in all that 
lies ahead for him,” Lonergan said 
in a Wednesday release.

Athletics communications said 
Lonergan would not comment fur-
ther on Kromah’s decision. Student-
athletes cannot speak to the media 

without the approval of the athlet-
ics communications department.

Not having Kromah has likely 
thrown a wrench in Lonergan's 
plans for the upcoming season. 

“We decided to bring Lasan off 
the bench [this season],” Lonergan 
said last week. “I thought it was 
good for [freshman forward] Ke-
than [Savage], because if Kethan 
wasn’t playing great, we could al-
ways bring Lasan in. It’s hard to 
bring a freshman off the bench – 
if he’s not playing well, then you 
don’t have anybody else. I give La-
san credit – we talked a lot about 
that, and he was willing to accept 
that role for the team. And he was 
still playing starter minutes.”

It’s the latest in a series of play-
er-related blows for GW. Sopho-
more forward Jonathan Davis will 
also depart the program at the end 
of this year, and senior forward 
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Students
mobilize 
to remove 
priest

Keeping faith, defending sexuality

Faith, LGBt Groups at odds

jordan emont | photo edItor
Senior Damian Legacy became ordained as a priest in the North American Old 
Catholic Church in October. He is now spearheading a campaign to reform the 
Newman Center by removing the leader, his former faith mentor, Father Greg Shaffer.
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President Barack Obama instructs children as they line up Monday as part of the annual Easter Egg Roll. The White House hosted about 30,000 
people in the annual celebration, which featured Obama reading to children on the South Lawn with his dog Bo at his side. 

Sarah ferris | Senior News Editor | sferris@gwhatchet.com
Cory Weinberg | Campus News Editor | cweinberg@gwhatchet.com
Chloe Sorvino | Assistant News Editor | csorvino@gwhatchet.com

Brianna Gurciullo | Assistant News Editor | bgurciullo@gwhatchet.com
jeremy diamond | Contributing News Editor | jdiamond@gwhatchet.com

Snapshot

''

''

We have to appeal to him. In the end, he’s the one preaching on Sunday. He’s the one 
counseling these students. 

– Damian Legacy, a senior who is gay and a former Newman Center member, on his attempts to 
oust Father Greg Shaffer from GW for counseling against homosexuality.

from dialogue to Action: preventing 
Gun Violence
Learn about gun violence prevention efforts from 
the leading voices in gun policy and mental health.
Jack Morton Auditorium • 10:30 a.m.

International pillow fight day
Face off against fellow D.C. citizens, and 
hope a Georgetown student is within your 
line of down feathers.
Washington Monument Grounds • 3 p.m.

Spring fling
Grab some free food and giveaways, 
and get down with Macklemore & Ryan 
Lewis for GW’s annual spring concert.
University Yard • 2:30 p.m.

The University’s fundraising office 
launched an online competition for almost 
two dozen GW programs Monday, in which 
an alumnus will donate up to $20,000 to the 
winning group.

The online crowdsourcing challenge, 
called GW High 5 after its “raise high” spirit 
campaign, will dole out a total of $39,000 to the 
five groups that tally the most votes online.

The 23 contenders brought in more than 
2,600 votes in the first 48 hours, Executive Di-
rector of Annual Giving Rebecca Trump said.

Among the contestants are GW libraries, 
student organizations, study abroad, career 
services and the Power and Promise fundrais-
ing initiative. The Hatchet was also selected 
to participate in the challenge. GW’s libraries 
reached first place after the first two days.

The annual giving office will announce the 
top five on April 22, which will then compete 
against one another for the highest amount of 
individual donors to their causes until May 10. 
The program that receives the largest number 
of student, alumni, parent, faculty or staff do-
nors – regardless of the amount of the dona-
tions – will win $20,000 on top of individual 
donations. 

The office will announce the final stand-
ings the week of May 13. 

Anne Ward, Gelman library’s director of 
communications, said the libraries would use 
about $1,000 for a collection of Adobe tools, 
such as Photoshop and Dreamweaver, and 
about $8,000 per year to license statistical soft-
ware available to all students.   

“The fact that we are leading the pack at 
the moment reminds us all just how many in-
dividuals count on our support,” Ward said.

Board of Trustees member Steve Ross, 
who graduated in 1981, donated the $39,000 in 
honor of GW Law School alumnus J. Wendell 
Crain. Ross is also the chair of the Board’s De-
velopment and Alumni Relation Committee.  

Crain, who graduated in 1956, urged 
Ross to volunteer at GW in the 1980s and later 
served with him on the GW School of Business 
Board of Advisors until Crain’s death in 2006. 

“There were many others in the GW com-
munity who took a chance on me at a young 
age. Now it’s my turn to remember where I 
came from,” Ross, a GW School of Business 
alumnus, said.

Holly Hall, an editor for the Chronicle of 
Philanthropy, said social media-driven initia-
tives have become more popular in the last 
five to 10 years. 

“I do think that that is being done more 
– coming up with a menu and letting people 
vote – because it’s getting people more en-
gaged,” Hall said.

–Brianna Gurciullo
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The University is add-
ing another partnership to 
its growing number of ties 
in China, teaming up with 
Fortune magazine to pres-
ent a global business forum 
in the country this summer. 

The Fortune Global Fo-
rum will bring together 
business leaders in June to 
discuss international eco-
nomic and political issues 
in Chengdu, China. GW will 
be the sole education part-
ner for the three-day event, 
which will likely feature an 
appearance by China’s new 
president, Xi Jinping.

University Steven 
Knapp said in an interview 
Tuesday that the partner-
ship, organized by the Of-
fice of External Relations, 
will help lift GW’s name as 
it continues to attract more 
students from China and 
create more academic pro-
grams there.

“This will give us great-
er visibility, not only in Chi-
na, but in whatever city the 
forum is held. I think it’s 
just good for us to be a part 
of, and for our students and 
faculty to share their exper-
tise and get something in 
return,” he said. 

University spokeswom-
an Jill Sankey declined to 
disclose the financial details 
of the partnership.

Knapp said the main 
tangible benefit for stu-
dents and faculty will be 
their online access to the 
conference’s content, which 
includes videos of top busi-
ness leaders. The Univer-

sity may send professors to 
the conference as well, he 
added. Top University lead-
ers will also travel to the 
conference, Sankey said, 
though administrators are 
still ironing out the details.

The greater visibility in 
the country may prove most 
important as GW works on 
churning out more China-
related programs in the next 
several years. 

The University will 
launch a Confucius Institute 
this month, offering non-
credit Chinese language 
and culture courses to pro-
fessional students. It is also 
looking to add another aca-

demic program in the coun-
try, using its partnership 
with Renmin University of 
China to start a two-year un-
dergraduate program with 
time split between China 
and France. 

Richard Edelstein, a re-
search associate at the Center 
for Studies in Higher Educa-
tion at University of California 
at Berkeley, said partnerships 
like these help a University's 
name power overseas.

"While gaining some vis-
ibility is positive, it only can 
be translated into real value 
if it is followed by specific ac-
tions and investments of time 
that signal a serious effort to 

engage with individuals and 
institutions on specific proj-
ects over time," he added.

Knapp said while the 
University’s aspirations in 
China relate to its decade-
long strategic plan, which 
stresses globalization, it is 
also following a trend in 
higher education.

“I think everyone across 
higher education is becom-
ing increasingly aware of 
how interconnected all of 
our societies and economies 
are so that you can’t just 
study anything in isolation 
of everything else,” he said.

Knapp noted that the 
University draws its highest 
number of international stu-
dents from China – 1,239 total 
undergraduate and graduate 
students, which is about 40 
percent of GW's foreign stu-
dent population. The num-
ber of students from China 
has also increased about 440 
percent since Knapp came to 
GW in 2007, a trend mirrored 
nationally. 

That growth has been 
propelled in part by the 
country’s growing number 
of families with disposable 
income to spend on higher 
education, Knapp said.

“The wealth of the Chi-
nese has increased. There 
are more millionaires living 
in China than in the United 
States,” Knapp said. “As 
China has built its middle 
class, more and more fami-
lies are interested in send-
ing their daughters and 
sons abroad, particularly to 
English-speaking universi-
ties, because they see Eng-
lish as the language of their 
future.” u

A Student Association 
senator and LGBT leader is 
lobbying the University to 
allow undergraduate appli-
cants to identify as gay, les-
bian, bisexual or transgen-
der to better cater services 
toward those populations.

Student Association Sen. 
Nick Gumas, CCAS-U, who 
is also president of Allied 
in Pride, said adding the 
optional question to the ap-
plication is crucial because 
it would be the only way to 
track the size of the LGBT 
population and understand 
what types of resources, 
such as counseling, to insti-
tute.

“It’s basically a giant 
mystery whenever the Uni-
versity does something for 
the LGBT community. It’s 
essentially a giant guess,” 
Gumas said.

Gumas presented a non-
binding SA resolution Mon-
day to push the University 
to add the question to under-
graduate applications. The 
bill passed unanimously.

Gumas' effort comes 
about a semester after pres-
ident of the graduate Al-
lied in Pride group Michael 
Komo lobbied the GW Law 

School to add the question 
to its application. GW ap-
plicants currently have the 
option of disclosing race, 
ethnicity and religion. 

Terri Reed, vice provost 
for diversity and inclusion, 
said the University will 
decide whether to add the 
question to the undergrad-
uate admissions application 
after – a new dean of admis-
sions is hired this summer. 

“We understand that is-
sues of sexual and gender 
identity inclusion and visi-
bility are important in high-
er education and that some 
colleges and universities are 
considering whether to add 
an optional LGBT identity 
question to their own appli-
cations,” Reed said.

She added that the Uni-
versity will "continue to 
include in our admissions 
applications questions that 
will help us attain a class 
that is diverse and talent-
ed."

The addition could also 
allow GW to remain at the 
forefront of LGBT support 
in the nation. Only two oth-
er colleges – the University 
of Iowa and Elmhurst Col-
lege in Illinois – already ask 
students on their applica-
tion if they identify as gay 
or transgender. 

“The question helps sig-
nify to an applicant that, 
the fact they’re even ask-
ing shows the University is 
cognizant of your needs,” 
said Komo, who served as 
Allied in Pride’s president 

for three years as an under-
graduate. 

Komo said the question 
will also help pair up peo-
ple looking for networking 
opportunities and mentors 
on the undergraduate level.

The University made 
national headlines in 2010, 
when it became one of the 
first to offer gender-neutral 
housing across campus. 
GW added an LGBT stud-
ies minor two years ago, 

in addition to an LGBT re-
source center. GW also reg-
ularly earns high rankings 
from the nonprofit Campus 
Pride's national listing of 
LGBT-friendly colleges and 
universities.

Gumas said he thinks 
that if GW were able to tally 
the number of LGBT stu-
dents on campus, some stu-
dents would be surprised to 
find the population smaller 
than they expect. 

About 10 percent of D.C. 
residents are gay, according 
to a Gallup poll released 
this February.

“To put it bluntly, we 
think there are more gay 
people here than there actu-
ally are, just because they 
are vocal, but there are not 
as many as you think,” Gu-
mas said.

Gumas, a sophomore, 
said he hopes to be elected 
as Allied in Pride president 
again next year, and said 
he would reach out to more 
student organizations, such 
as the GW Republicans and 
the Black Student Union, to 
collaborate on events. This 
year, he helped organize the 
fraternity drag show Allied 
in Greek, part of his mission 
to reinforce “that being gay 
is an identity, but it’s not 
your only identity.” u

Sorority leadership is 
pushing forward the first 
ever attendance policy for 
community-wide events to 
address lackluster participa-
tion at programs this year.

Chapter presidents will 
vote next week on bylaw 
changes that would require 
at least 10 percent of chap-
ter members to participate in 
events sponsored by the Pan-
hellenic Association starting 
next fall. Under the current 
proposal, events would be 
ranked by importance using 
a three-point system, requir-
ing as much as 30 percent of 
a chapter’s membership to 
attend the most important 
events – such as the annual se-
ries of Greek Week programs.

Panhellenic leadership 
proposed barring sororities 
that do not meet participa-
tion requirements from host-
ing events – such as chap-
ter’s annual formal party 
– registered with the Center 
for Alcohol and other Drug 
Education, which allows 
chapters to serve alcohol. But 
the association will consider 
alternative penalties, such as 
a fine, after several sororities 
raised concerns to the execu-
tive board.

The policy would also 
give an additional point to 
sororities that exceed the 
event’s participation man-
date. Those points can be 
applied to future events in 
which fewer chapter mem-
bers are interested or avail-
able to attend.

“Every chapter has prob-
lems with attendance be-
cause their members are so 
involved [outside of Greek 
life],” Panhellenic Asso-
ciation President Rachael 
Abram said. “Chapters that 

use a point system have been 
successful.”

She said despite efforts by 
the executive board to boost 
programming and bring rel-
evant speakers at Panhellenic 
Association events, atten-
dance has been flat.

Last week, the organiza-
tion hosted the founder of 
the nonprofit Circle of Sister-
hood – which aims to rally 
sororities to unhinge gender 
barriers to education. But 
the 250-person lecture hall in 
Funger Hall remained more 
than half-empty, she said.

At least six sororities – 
Alpha Phi, Delta Gamma, 
Kappa Delta, Sigma Delta 
Tau, Sigma Kappa and Pi 
Beta Phi – have already es-
tablished their own point 
systems to increase participa-
tion at Greek life events.

Sigma Delta Tau uses a 
similar three-point system 
to ensure their members at-
tend at least one-third of 
events during the semester – 
ranging from study hours to 
guest speakers to Panhellenic 
events.

"Our point system does a 
good job attracting our sisters 
to certain events," Sigma Del-
ta Tau president Liel Azoolin 
said. "But I don't know how 
[a Panhellenic attendance 
policy] will affect our atten-
dance."

Azoolin commended the 
Panhellenic Association's 
leadership for organizing 
"great programs" this year, 
but attributed lackluster at-
tendance at those events to a 
lack of involvement beyond 
sorority sisters' own chap-
ters.

The new policy also ad-
dresses what Abram sees as 
the deeper source of the prob-
lem: perception of the Pan-
hellenic Association. Many 
members still see the Panhel-
lenic Association as charged 
solely with recruitment, rules 
and discipline, she said.

Abram said she hopes the 
new attendance policy will en-
courage sorority sisters to be 
“more than our letters.” u

Student pushes GW to ask LGBT applicants to identify

jordaN leoN | hatchet photographer
Sen. Nick Gumas, CCAS-U, presented a bill at the Student Association meeting Monday urging the 
University to allow undergraduate applications to identify as LGBT before enrolling at GW. The motion 
passed unanimously, and the University will consider the proposal this summer.

Sorority leaders pitch 
event attendance policy

by jeremy diamoNd
Contributing Editor

GW grows relationship with China with business forum
by cory weiNberg 
Campus News Editor

Senior Sammy Wong will 
graduate in May with an un-
likely combination of skills 
after double majoring in envi-
ronmental studies and dance. 

He is among the 13 percent 
of GW students in recent years 
who have pursued two majors, 
recently released data show. 
That figure falls below the rate 
at top universities nationwide, 
according to a national study 
released this month reveal-
ing that undergraduates who 
study in multiple fields gain an 
academic edge. 

“Because they are so differ-
ent, it’s like I have to use two 
different tools for thinking,” 
said Wong, who studies both 
fields in the Columbian Col-
lege of Arts and Sciences. “Get-
ting to study and explore two 
different fields and follow dif-
ferent passions, I think that I’ve 
broadened my education.”

The number of double ma-
jors has ticked down slightly 
over the past five years after 
peaking three years ago with 
15 percent of graduates as 
double majors, though GW 
has increasingly stressed inter-
disciplinary learning. 

GW also graduates fewer 
double majors than more elite 
universities such as Duke and 
Emory universities, which re-
ported about 19 percent of stu-
dents as double majors, a Van-
derbilt University researcher 
found this month.

But administrators said 
they do not read that decline or 

the relatively small number of 
double majors as bad news.

Dan Ullman, Columbian 
College associate dean for un-
dergraduate studies, said while 
the University needs to keep 
narrowing down its general 
requirements, he did not think 
double majoring was necessary 
to ensure deep learning.

“I think that if students 
chased majors and minors 
less than they do, they would 
instead be concentrating on 
courses that are best suited for 
them and that shape them best,” 
he said. “I don’t particularly be-
lieve this extra credential you 
get plays very much outside of 
GW. It’s what you know – not 
what you said you did.”

Administrators are still 
sketching out plans to make 
curriculums more flexible 
across schools and to promote 
interdisciplinary work. Most 
have admitted there are barri-
ers for undergraduate students 
in different schools, like the 
GW School of Business and the 
Elliott School of International 
Affairs, that make it difficult or 
impossible for students to add 
second majors.

A signature piece of ad-
ministrators’ near-final strate-
gic plan is admitting students 
to the University as a whole 
instead of specific colleges. The 
University will also revamp 
training for academic advisers 
to help them direct students 
studying in multiple schools. 

And the business school 
is close to launching a new 
finance degree program that 
would drastically decrease 

general business requirements, 
allowing those students to pick 
another academic interest as 
well. 

“[Double majoring] should 
be easier for those students 
who want it,” Provost Steven 
Lerman said. “There should be 
less of ‘you can’t do A and B’ 
for reasons that are sometimes 
pretty obscure. But again, it all 
depends on the uptake, and for 
the students who want to do it, 
it will be easier for them.”

But Senior Vice Provost for 
Academic Affairs and Planning 
Forrest Maltzman said GW had 
not been actively trying to raise 
the number of double majors, 
though he said he sees the ben-
efits of students with multiple 
areas of expertise. 

“It is one of many ways 
that interdisciplinary learning 
can manifest itself, but it is re-
ally just one,” Maltzman said. 

The Vanderbilt University 
study, conducted by Steven 
Tepper, also showed that tak-
ing on two majors helps stu-
dents think creatively and on 
a deeper level, especially when 
those majors are in totally dif-
ferent fields.

Tepper said GW also may 
have fewer double majors than 
peer schools not just because of 
curricular barriers, but because 
many of its degree programs 
like international affairs are al-
ready interdisciplinary. But, he 
said, learning two varied aca-
demic fields still gives students 
a leg up.

“Our research suggests that 
choosing two dissimilar majors 
may not have much impact on 

hiring, but may actually benefit 
student (in terms of income) 
10 to 15 years in because of the 
critical thinking skills they’ve 
gained taking so many courses 
across the undergraduate cur-
riculum,” he said. 

–Cory Weinberg contributed 
to this report.

by laureN grady
Hatchet Reporter

Students with dual majors decline

Low participation 
would restrict CADE 
events for chapters

by allisoN kowalski
Hatchet Staff Writer
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Opinions
A fresh start in the 
admissions office

 Staff Editorial

Whether you’re counting 
calories, choosing a salad over 
a slice of J Street pizza or re-
sisting the urge to grab a snack 
from GW Deli as a substitute for 
lunch, balancing a diet is often 
a daunting task for college stu-
dents. And students who keep 
kosher have even more dietary 
obstacles.

About 30 percent of stu-
dents identify as Jewish, and 
The Hatchet reported last fall 
that many were frustrated by 
the lack of kosher options on 
campus. Last summer, GW 
nixed Nosh, the kosher deli in 
J Street, and many complained 
that the kosher fridge available 
at J Street simply wasn’t ad-
equate.

To accommodate Jewish 
students, the Student Dining 
Board and Campus Support 
Services added the kosher 
Wraps2Go catering to J Street 

and introduced Eli’s – a popu-
lar kosher restaurant near Du-
pont Circle – to GWorld.

Chair of the Student Din-
ing Board Mike Morgan told 
me the board is proud of its 
efforts to accommodate kosher 
students and after exploring all 
other options, the board does 
not believe it needs to further 
expand kosher options. 

But I disagree.
Eating a wrap or food from 

the freezer every day is bound 
to get old quickly. And Eli’s is 
out of the way for most stu-
dents, especially when balanc-
ing extracurriculars and home-
work or, even worse, when 

living on the Mount Vernon 
Campus.

That's why the University 
should offer a kosher meal plan 
option.

Under this system, students 
could sign up for the meal plan 
at the beginning of the year 
just as they do for the regular 
J Street meal plan so they can 
have access to hot meals every 
day. And given the list of par-
ticipating students, the Univer-
sity would have a good idea of 
how much food to prepare dai-
ly so that an adequate amount 
of kosher options could be pre-
pared.

This proposal isn’t new. In 
2001, members of the campus 
community came up with the 
same idea. 

But now that the GW Hillel 
plans to renovate its building 
in the near future, and add in-
house kosher eating options, this 

seems like the perfect time to in-
troduce a specialized meal plan 
to complement Hillel’s efforts.

Other universities do more 
to accommodate students with 
specific dietary needs. Take 
Syracuse University, for exam-
ple, which has a kosher kitchen 
at one of its dining halls. There, 
the dining is closely regulated, 
preparation is carefully over-
seen and foods are inspected for 
proper shipping and storage. 
In addition, the school has se-
cured other kosher vendors on 
campus to provide a multitude 
of options for kosher diets. 

And while there are rough-
ly 40 to 50 students on campus 
who keep kosher, the Univer-
sity should work to ensure that 
all students’ dietary needs are 
adequately met. 

–The writer is a freshman 
majoring in political 

communication.

Unlike a number of GW 
students, I never went 
abroad or even took a 
foreign language in 

college.
Admittedly, this might 

make me seem out of step with 
the growing global focus of col-
leges and universities today. 
Schools across the country are 
pushing to make themselves 
relevant overseas by building 
international campuses and 
creating global programs.

In the same vein, Colum-
bian College of Arts and Sci-
ences Dean Peg Barratt has 
planned for a cross-continental 
degree program, in which stu-
dents would spend two years 
in Foggy Bottom, one at Sci-
ences Po in France and another 
at Renmin University in China. 
And over the course of the next 
month, administrators will 
meet to discuss the specifics of 
the program.

While the initiative has po-
tential, there is a lot of pressure 
to compete with top tier uni-
versities that are building cam-
puses abroad. GW shouldn't do 
this for the wrong reasons. 

In weighing this initiative, 
administrators must consider 
whether this program can meet 
academic standards and long-

term institutional goals.
From my vantage point as 

a student, sometimes it is hard 
to tell whether or not global 
programs actually add value or 
are just superficial attempts to 
market the University. The lat-
ter is dangerous. 

And it could mean the Uni-
versity spends a lot of time, 
resources and energy on what 
could end up being a venture 
with little academic value.

As Richard Edelstein of the 
University of California Berke-
ley explained to me, schools 
should create international 
programs that make most 
sense for them and serve the 
specific mission and goals of 
the University. The problem is 
that many programs become 
reactive based on what other 
schools are doing. 

It is great to say we are 
giving students a global edu-
cation, but we have to define 
what that means. 

Study abroad is often criti-

cized for being more like a va-
cation, a watered-down version 
of college with easier classes 
and fewer responsibilities.

Does taking wine tasting 
courses at Sciences Po count 
as a global education? If GW 
is spending time and resources 
on a specific degree program, it 
must ensure that the time won’t 
amount to just a glorified Euro-
pean vacation.  

One step GW should con-
sider is setting a higher bar for 
admissions to this program. In 
doing so, the program would be 
marketed toward top students 
who demonstrate a strong de-
sire to immerse themselves in a 
foreign culture. 

And while there are faculty 
committees discussing the pro-
gram, administrators should 
actively solicit opinions from 
all faculty to ensure the devel-
opment of a strong curriculum. 

This should be an all-inclusive 
process. 

Look no further than New 
York University to see what 
could happen when faculty are 
excluded from the decision-
making process. For all of NYU 
President John Sexton’s efforts 
to expand globally, he received 
a vote of no confidence last 
month, due in part to his lack 
of communication with faculty. 

The global degree program 
should also push forward sev-
eral aspects of the 10-year stra-
tegic plan, calling for students 
to conduct research or perform 
service in other countries.

Top administrators should 
aim to be highly skeptical of 
this global degree program as 
they weigh costs and benefits 
over the next month.

–The writer, a senior 
majoring in political science, is a 

Hatchet senior columnist.

It’s been nearly five months 
since GW announced it had been 
inflating freshman class rank data 
for a decade and got kicked off U.S. 
News & World Report’s rankings. 

For these last five months, ad-
ministrators have refused to an-
swer questions about the sudden 
exit of the Office of Admissions' 
top leader just one month after the 
unranking. They also conducted an 
audit of admissions data from only 
the past year, despite errors in a de-
cade's worth of data. And there is 
no written record of that audit. 

The new leader of the admis-
sions office, whose hire was an-
nounced last week, must restore 
trust and increase transparency af-
ter arriving at GW in July.

Laurie Koehler, the former dean 
of admissions at Bryn Mawr Col-
lege, will manage admissions, fi-
nancial aid and the registrar.

Koehler is no new face in the 
world of college admissions. Before 
her time at Bryn Mawr, she worked 
in admissions offices across the 
country, including the University 
of Virginia and Cornell and Miami 
universities. 

But GW is recovering from a 
very public mistake that made 
headlines across local and national 
news outlets. Regardless of previ-
ous experience, Koehler must un-
derstand the shortcomings of the 
previous admissions dean to find 
success.

When U.S. News unranked GW 
in November, the University com-
munity was surprised and upset – 
and rightfully so. And administra-
tors' failure to conduct a thorough 
investigation of the last 10 years of 
admissions data is mind-boggling. 
For an accurate picture of GW ad-
missions throughout the years – 
and to map an accurate admissions 
strategy moving forward – Koehler 
must conduct an audit of that de-
cade of data.

The unranking and the subse-
quent lack of transparency are no 
longer daily topics of conversation 
on campus. Another admissions 
cycle is about to end seemingly 
unscathed, with application rates 
similar to those of past years. Offi-
cials also don't expect fundraising 
to take a hit. 

The unranking has faded into a 
campus-wide joke.

But GW isn't off the hook.
Former dean Kathryn Napper 

resigned with little explanation in 
December, a month after the scan-
dal broke, ending her 15-year ca-
reer at GW. And the admissions of-
fice has been largely silent since it 
disclosed that it inflated data.

Six months may have passed, 
but questions still remain. Admin-
istrators have yet to answer ques-
tions as to the origin of the error, or 
explain why, despite the controver-
sy, they claimed it occurred "with-
out malice."

As a new face takes over the 
admissions office, she still has old 
business to address.

Look before you leap when expanding globally
Doug Cohen
Senior Columnist

A blossom-less festival
by Jesse Gurney

Add a kosher meal plan to campus dining

Sarah Blugis
Writer

WHat tHE UNiVErSitY WoN't talK aBoUt tHiS WEEK
Security changes across residence halls (p. 1).
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percent last year.
Maltzman said the accep-

tance rate could fluctuate if 
the University reaches into its 
waitlist.

While GW’s selectivity 
stagnated, at least five institu-
tions that GW considers its 
peers, including Boston, Duke, 
Northwestern and Tufts uni-
versities and the University of 
Southern California,  became 
more selective.

Boston University brought 
its acceptance rate down nine 
points from last year, to 36 per-
cent, after receiving nearly 20 
percent more applications.

GW’s applicant pool in-
creased by 1 percent from last 
year, totalling about 21,982 ap-
plications – a figure University 
spokeswoman Jill Sankey said 
GW was content to see.

“Increasing applications 
for the sake of increasing selec-
tivity does not make us a bet-
ter institution,” Sankey said. 
“What makes us a great insti-
tution is enrolling a diverse, 

talented and academically 
gifted student body."

This is the first year that 
Maltzman, a top administra-
tor and professor, has overseen 
the admissions process, since 
Kathryn Napper retired from 
her post as dean of admissions 
in December.

It is also GW’s first applica-
tion cycle after it was booted off 
the U.S. News & World Report 
best colleges ranking last fall, 
days after the disclosure that 
the admissions office inflated 

freshman class rank data. Since 
the unranking, Maltzman has 
said the University’s admis-
sions cycle would not suffer 
collateral damage.

The University hired Bryn 
Mawr College admissions dean 
Laurie Koehler on Thursday to 
fill the newly established posi-
tion of senior associate provost 
for enrollment. She will begin 
overseeing the financial aid, 
registrar and admissions of-
fices July 1 and help choose the 
next dean of admissions. u

preventing strangers from trail-
ing inside buildings behind 
them.

Hay said then that he did not 
believe halls needed additional 
security, but that the University 
reviews procedures “from time 
to time.”

“Ivory Tower is a busy resi-
dence hall, but we’re not to the 
point where that needs 24-hour 
coverage,” Hay said then. 

The University employed 90 
student entrance monitors and 
21 security officers to man the 
two dozen residence halls, Hay 
said then. He added that stu-
dents were assigned to monitor 
10 more residence halls this aca-
demic year.

A community service aide, 
who spoke on the condition of 
anonymity, said shifts have in-
creased from 30 to 47 per day 
since December, when a man at-
tempted to sexually assault a fe-
male employee in Rice Hall. He 
said UPD has hired and trained 
more students, and current em-
ployees have shifted to different 
residence halls because of the se-
curity increase.

"We have to move people 
around to make sure our prior-
ity spots are covered," he said 
about the halls that experience 

high-volume traffic.
He added that a UPD officer 

told him the unit plans to expand 
24-hour entrance security to all 
the "predominant residence halls 
on the Foggy Bottom campus."

The Hatchet found that out 
of 19 undergraduate residence 
halls surveyed earlier this se-
mester, only Potomac House 
and Thurston Hall had guards 
stationed at 3 p.m., but 11 halls 
had guards at 10 p.m. Potomac 
and Thurston require students to 
present photo identification 24 
hours a day, and all non-student 
guests must sign in at the lobby.

Hay and Darnell have de-
clined to comment multiple 
times on which residence halls 
have increased security, and for 
which hours.

UPD tightened access to 
residence halls in October 2011, 
when a man unlawfully en-
tered City Hall and attempted 
to sexually assault a female stu-
dent. Guards were stationed at 
more halls, and a year after the 
change, burglaries dropped to 39 
reported cases in 2011 compared 
to 71 in 2010.

Monitors at buildings like 
City Hall, Guthridge Hall and 
South Hall have required photo 
identification eight hours a night 
since September, when the Uni-
versity pledged to crack down 
on incidents where individuals 
borrowed GWorlds from resi-
dents. u
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Students in Ivory Tower show their GWorlds to a security guard this week. The University recently added 24-hour security to Ivory 
Tower, Fulbright Hall and JBKO Hall after a string of daytime burglaries hit campus this semester.

celibate for the rest of their 
lives. They also criticized the 
priest for a fiery blog post he 
wrote last May, calling gay 
relationships "unnatural and 
immoral" after President Ba-
rack Obama came out in sup-
port of same-sex marriage.

“We have to appeal to 
him. In the end, he’s the one 
preaching on Sunday. He’s 
the one counseling these stu-
dents,” Legacy said. “The 
money doesn't matter to him, 
but when you see the faces 
of the people you’re turning 
away, you see the people who 
say ‘Oh, I would go to church 
all the time, but I don’t like 
Father Greg.’ When you meet 
them at their level, that’s go-
ing to hit them harder be-
cause it’s something they’re 
going to understand.” 

Legacy and Bergen will 
deliver a letter this week to 
top administrators includ-
ing University President Ste-
ven Knapp, citing academic 
studies that link harmful 
psychological effects, like the 
inability to sleep and loss of 
appetite, with being around 
homophobic behavior.

GW's Office for Diversity 
and Inclusion is already re-
viewing the case, after Legacy 
submitted a report last semes-
ter that outlined how other 
schools vet religious leaders 
before bringing them to cam-
pus. 

New York University ap-
proves all religious affiliates 
by reviewing backgrounds, 
credentials and letters of rec-
ommendation from the faith 
community, as well as qualifi-
cations that indicate they can 
work with college-aged stu-
dents. Legacy said GW would 
benefit from a similar system.

Vice Provost for Diversity 
and Inclusion Terri Harris 
Reed declined to comment 
on specifics about the report, 
saying that her office is in the 
“early stages of a review” of 
the Multicultural Student Ser-
vices Center, which oversees 
religious life, “so it is prema-
ture to speak about the pos-
sibility or feasibility of any 
changes.”

Aside from the appeal to 
GW, Legacy and Bergen will 
also send letters to D.C.’s Ro-
man Catholic archdiocese, 
who heads the Church for the 
entire District and is respon-
sible for choosing priests’ as-
signments.

Legacy will also ask the 
Student Association to de-
fund the Newman Center as 
part of the SA’s annual alloca-
tions process to organizations 
April 15. This year, the New-
man Center received $10,000 
from the SA, which divvies 
up funds from a budget ac-
cumulated through student 
fees.

Earlier this semester, the 
SA Senate passed a bill that 
allows the finance committee 
to dock a third of a group's 
budget if the University finds 
a group is discriminatory or 
harasses individuals. The GW 
Catholics – based out of the 
Newman Center – have not 
been found to be either, but 
Legacy and Bergen said the 
bill could bolster their argu-
ment.

‘Religious rights’

The Newman Center, 
while affiliated with GW, is 
officially a part of the Roman 
Catholic Church. The GW 
Catholics is the largest Catho-
lic student group on campus.

While students attend 
the Newman Center, the Uni-
versity does not have control 
over any religious outposts 

on campus.
Reed said “the univer-

sity response to formal com-
plaints depends on the spe-
cific allegations,” adding that 
GW supports the LGBT com-
munity.

“GW strives to maintain a 
community where individu-
als' are free to express their 
religious beliefs and also re-
spect the rights of others who 
have differing beliefs,” Reed 
said. “GW also supports free 
speech and takes seriously 
the role a university should 
play in encouraging expres-
sion of many points of view, 
even those we dislike or dis-
agree with.”

And Shaffer said he has re-
ligious freedom and freedom 
of speech on his side, calling 
them “important rights that 
play a vital role at a diverse 
university like GW.”

‘A battle for my soul’

During his freshman and 
sophomore years, Legacy 
spent nearly all his time out-
side of classes at the Newman 
Center, and regularly served 
the altar during mass. When 
Legacy called Shaffer in the 
middle of the night, he knew 
his spiritual adviser would 
answer.

But when Shaffer found 
out that Legacy was in a re-
lationship with another male 
student, Bergen, and they 
were both running for lead-
ership positions in Allied in 
Pride, they were shoved out. 
Legacy, then a sophomore, 
said he remembers Shaffer 
calling him wicked and faith-
less for being gay, and said it 
destroyed his “sense of self.”

“To have my faith leader 
view me that way, just be-
cause of one piece of the way 
that God made me, and to 
think that one part is respon-
sible for the destruction of my 
human dignity, it just didn't, 
I can’t even begin to describe 
the mental conflict that it cre-
ates,” Legacy said.

Legacy, who was on the 
path to Catholic priesthood, 
said Shaffer’s counseling 
and teachings, in which he 
indicated that Legacy was 
“intrinsically disordered” be-
cause he was gay, set him on 
an emotional rollercoaster for 
months. 

One day, he would prac-
tice celibacy, and the next day, 
he denounced faith. He re-
members at one point ripping 
the Vatican Flag down from 
over his bed and throwing his 
cross across his room.  

“At the time, I thought 
it was a battle for my soul,” 
Legacy said, stuttering, losing 
words to continue.

And while Legacy said he 
is now more comfortable with 
both his sexuality and his re-
ligion, and has since become 
an ordained priest in the Old 
Catholic Church in October, 
he said he doesn’t want any-
one else seeking Shaffer’s 
counseling to feel that same 
torment.

‘A second father, a big 
brother and a spiritual 

guide’

President of the GW 
Catholics Justyna Felusiak 

called the Newman Center 
an “accepting environment" 
and said Shaffer has been a 
key figure in each members’ 
college experience.

“He was there when I 
was at my best and worst 
and never failed to be fair 
and without judgment in his 
approach," Felusiak said in 
an email.

Multiple members of the 
GW Catholics chose not to 
comment about their per-
sonal experiences with Shaf-
fer, deferring to GW Catho-
lics Vice President Joseph 
McHenry, who provided 
statements on behalf of the 
group. 

Junior Chris Crawford 
said aside from his parents, 
no one has had “as positive 
an impact” on his life than 
Shaffer.

“Fr. Greg is like a second 
father, a big brother and a 
spiritual guide all wrapped 
into one. He has had an im-
mensely positive impact on 
all of us at the Newman Cen-
ter, and this campus would 
be much worse off without 
his comforting, loving pres-
ence,” Crawford said.

He said that he talks to 
Shaffer “about everything” 
and that Shaffer provides 
him with wisdom while still 
being open and honest.

‘It still affects you’

Bergen, who was raised 
Jewish but identifies as an 
agnostic, supported his 
then-boyfriend on his spiri-
tual journey to priesthood. 
After Legacy brought a bible 
to their first date, Bergen de-
cided to learn as much as he 
could about Catholicism and 
developed a personal rela-
tionship with Shaffer along 
the way.

But almost two years lat-
er, he still gets chills when 
he recalls Shaffer reading a 
passage of the Bible to him: 
Romans 24:32. Shaffer said 
that because he was gay, 
the descriptions applied to 
him.

“They have become 
filled with every kind of 
wickedness, evil, greed and 
depravity...They are gos-
sips, slanderers, God-hat-
ers, insolent, arrogant and 
boastful; they invent ways 
of doing evil; they disobey 
their parents; they have no 
understanding, no fidelity, 
no love, no mercy,” Bergen 
said, tearing while read-
ing the passage Shaffer had 
read to him two years ago 
aloud. 

“Although they know 
God’s righteous decree that 
those who do such things 
deserve death, they not only 
continue to do these very 
things but also approve of 
those who practice them,” 
he said.

Legacy said he has since 
forgiven Shaffer, but will al-
ways feel the mental scars.

“It still affects you. It’s 
still there. But as much of a 
hardship and as damaging 
as it was, I wouldn’t be here 
without it. That’s not to say 
it’s acceptable," Legacy said. 
"It’s not. And if I can prevent 
it from happening to anyone 
else, I’m going to." u
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Senior



Lisa Miller
Features Editor
lmiller@gwhatchet.com HCultureApril 4, 2012 w Page 6 Get off your

BOTTOM
DC SUBCULTURE
Corcoran
April 5
$8

fiREwoRkS
East Potomac Park
April 6
Free

karolina Ramos
Features Editor
kramos@gwhatchet.com

“At this point, I was at 
the mercy of the catechism. 
It was, ‘I am ‘intrinsically 
disordered’, this is my call 
to celibacy, this is my call to 
priestly celibacy, this is God 
making me the way that I 
am so I can be a good priest. 
If I’m not attracted to wom-
en, then I’m not going to be 
called to matrimony, I’m 
going to be called to Holy 
Orders,” Legacy said.

Open about his sexu-
ality, Legacy pursued the 
priesthood within the de-
nomination, completing 
the ordination processes at 
night after his classes. He 
also serves as a volunteer 
chaplain at local nursing 
homes and a Maryland fire 
department.

“People say, ‘You don’t 
have a parish.’ Well, I do. 
My parish is my firehouse, 
my parish is my firefight-
ers, my parish is the nursing 
home I say mass at,” Legacy 
said. “A parish is not neces-
sarily the four walls of a 
church. My flock is anyone 
seeking a relationship with 
God.”

Two lives, one choice

Senior Blake Bergen re-
members a crucifix affixed 
to the edge of Legacy’s 
bed in Thurston Hall fresh-
man year. It is now one re-
ligious ornament among 
many in his City Hall room, 
which contains a dresser-
turned-altar, a tabernacle 
and numerous faith-related 
paintings – and his friend’s 
stringent devotion to his 
denomination.

Both frequented the 
Newman Center, Legacy 
out of piety, Bergen out of 
curiosity. Bergen, raised 
Jewish, identifies as agnos-
tic, but pursued extensive 
study of Catholicism to un-
derstand his friend’s faith 
and present Christianity to 
Legacy as compatible with 
his homosexuality.

“He was really strug-
gling with his sexuality at 
that point, really struggling 
with his faith. It was really 
difficult to watch,” Bergen 
said.

In their sophomore year, 
Legacy and Bergen spear-
headed a Newman Center 
pilgrimage from Rome to 
Madrid in time for World 
Youth Day, an annual reli-
gious gathering aimed at 
uniting Catholic youth.

Bergen and Legacy said 

that the Newman Center's 
Father Greg Shaffer ap-
proved their coordination of 
the trip, but that when each 
pursued executive board 
positions in the LGBT or-

ganization Allied in Pride, 
Shaffer asked them to step 
down.

“The way it was worded 
to me was, I could choose a 
life in the church, or I could 

choose a life in the flesh,” 
Legacy said. “I went with 
that which isn’t forcing me 
to choose. [Father Shaffer] is 
making me choose between 
the church and my sexual-

ity, but my sexuality isn’t 
making me choose between 
it and the church.”

Legacy and Bergen said 
Shaffer was aware of their 
sexuality since they began 
participating at the New-
man Center their freshman 
year.

“The Church’s teach-
ings are clear and known 
universally, and the Church 
cannot support groups or 
movements that run con-
trary to Church doctrine,” 
Shaffer said. [This] didn’t 
preclude them from attend-
ing World Youth Day with 
the Newman Center group; 
however, we later reached a 
mutual understanding that 
they wouldn’t participate 
with [us] based on practical 
considerations.”

The conversation, 
Legacy said, catalyzed 
a shift in his personal 
theological convictions – 
but also personal strife. 
Legacy described his own 
personal “dark ages” as he 
doubted his faith and grap-
pled with feeling “less than 
human.”

-He sought refuge in 
Dignity Washington, a com-
munity of LGBT Christians 
based in Dupont Circle. 
Later, after meeting a bish-
op of the North American 
Old Catholic Church at his 
volunteer fire department, 
Legacy pursued priesthood 
within the denomination.

The church, unaffiliated 
with Roman Catholicism, 
allows divorced members 

to take communion, priests 
and bishops to marry and 
women and gays to be or-
dained.

'Living a life for God'

Legacy rallied for mar-
riage rights at the Supreme 
Court last week, adorned 
in full clerical garb at each 
protest.

Meditating on the teach-
ings espoused by his first 
Catholic church, Legacy ac-
knowledged his conception 
of Biblical policy versus prac-
tice on matters of marriage.

“Divorced people aren’t 
supposed to get remarried, 
but it doesn’t really matter. 
You don’t see the church 
holding rallies against di-
vorced people,” Legacy 
said. “There’s certain things 
that they overlook.”

He said he has recon-
ciled his sexuality with his 
faith. Acknowledging his 
priesthood as his personal 
vocation, he said he hoped 
the Catholic church would 
afford same-sex couples the 
support to fulfill their “vo-
cation to matrimony” with 
their partners.

And when in doubt, 
Legacy returns to a homily 
that resounded through his 
church walls as a boy.

“‘God makes straight 
all of our paths. All of our 
paths will lead home,’” 
Legacy said. “Gay, straight, 
divorced but remarried, 
what’s it matter if you live 
your life for God?” u

A gay student's journey to priesthood

JoRDAN EMoNT | PHoTo EDiToR
Senior Damian Legacy, the co-founder of a campus group for LGBT Catholics, was ordained as a priest in the North American Old Catholic Church last October after taking night 
classes. Legacy holds masses at local nursing homes and hospital chapels.
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''

He was really struggling with 
his sexuality at that point, really 

struggling with his faith. It was really 
difficult to watch.

BLAKE BERGEN
Senior
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NumbEr 
cruNch 4 The number of players who have been granted 

transfer releases or de-committed from the men's 
basketball program over the past two weeks.
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A 7-2 lead in the sixth inning seemed 
safe. It appeared head coach Gregg 
Ritchie would go home with bragging 
rights over George Mason – the Orange 
Line and soon-to-be A-10 rival.

Adding an extra edge for GW’s head 
coach? It’s the university that two of his 
children attend and the place where he 
almost committed to play college base-
ball instead of GW. 

But the five-run margin quickly 
evaporated into a 9-7 deficit after a 
three-run Patriots eighth inning earned 
George Mason its first lead of the game, 
along with some serious momentum. 
Undaunted, the Colonials came up with 
a four-run ninth inning, punctuated with 
a two out, three-run double by senior Ty-
ler McCarthy.

“They are getting a winning men-
tality,” Ritchie said. “They’re embracing 
that, and they’re playing as hard as they 
can every single pitch, every single in-
ning and giving themselves a chance.”

The team’s efforts were not squan-
dered Tuesday afternoon at George Ma-
son, as it pulled off an 11-9 win. 

“I have bragging rights at the house 
right now, which is really nice,” Ritchie 
said. “I get to go home and tell my kids 
to wear that one.”  

Ritchie used his entire bench to 
hold onto the win, led by two starters, 
juniors Owen Beightol and Brookes 
Townsend. Beightol went two-for-

four with two runs scored and a 
home run. Townsend, the versatile 
second baseman, also went two-for-
four with one run scored and one run 
batted in. Towsend’s run, the first of 
GW’s four in the ninth, was a result 
of his 2-2 hit-by-pitch.

“He’s got that internal fire that 
you like all your players to have, and 
it doesn’t matter whether he’s being 
completely successful at the moment 
or not. That fire’s always there for 
him,” Ritchie said. “The team can feed 
off a guy like that.”

Townsend proved to be GW's 
crucial baserunner, and the Colonials 
continued to battle. But a strikeout 
left GW with two outs and a runner 
on first, down two. Then, an error, one 
of four for George Mason, in the next 
at-bat kept the line moving. Freshman 
Tyler Fairbanks had a huge single to 
keep the rally alive, loading up the 
bases for McCarthy, who doubled 
over the left fielder’s head, leading 
to a bases-clearing double and most 
importantly, the lead. Senior Matthew 
Murakami then added on an insur-
ance run with a base hit back up the 
middle off a 3-2 pitch. 

The pitching was not as solid for the 
Colonials, though. Senior Brian Derner 
started the game but only lasted one and 
two thirds innings. Derner yielded one 
run but gave up four walks. 

Normally reliable, closer junior Craig 
Lejeune could not come in the eighth to 
stop the bleeding as he gave up one run 

on two hits, while putting no one away. 
Instead, freshman Bobby Lewarne came 
in to pitch and threw two innings of 
scoreless ball, only giving up one hit. 

“The beautiful thing about games 
like this is it gives other guys the oppor-
tunity to become better players. It gives 
them the opportunity to find the groove, 
get a little confidence, for guys like Fair-
banks and Lewarne,” Ritchie said.

Next, GW will host A-10 opponent 
Richmond, which sits at 3-3 in the con-
ference. The Colonials will look to build 
off of the roller-coaster ride of a win over 
the Patriots, Ricthie said.

“So although it’s a win, and it’s all 
about the W, we got to get to work on 
Wednesday and Thursday so we can go 
and compete really hard against Rich-
mond,” Ritchie said. u

Last season, the Colo-
nials picked up a dramatic 
6-5 comeback win over 
Towson.

But GW (11-17) was un-
able to repeat that achieve-
ment Tuesday, falling 10-0 
at the hands of the Tigers in 
only five innings. Coming 
off a three-game sweep in 
Delaware, the Tigers were 
playing with confidence, 
dealing the Colonials with 
their 17th loss this spring.

After GW was swept by 
Fordham Saturday, it did 
not get off to a fast start 
against the Tigers, with five 
strike outs in the first two 
innings. The Tigers (16-21-
1) started the scoring in the 
second inning, when a walk 
and a stolen base allotted a 
single to left.

GW head coach Sta-
cey Schramm attributed the 
Colonials’ inefficient first 
innings to a combination 
of a well-equipped oppos-
ing pitcher with a fast arm 
and her team’s lack of metal 
preparation at the onset of 
the game.

“We had a shaky start to 
the game after arriving late 
and not having the proper 
amount of time to warm 
up,” Schramm said. “As 
much as I tried to tell my 
girls to relax and take a mo-
ment to get mentally pre-
pared, they just never got it 
done. We were just swing-

ing and missing.”
The third inning fea-

tured inconsistent pitching 
leading to solid hits by the 
Tigers, proved challenging 
for the Colonials as they 
tried to rack up runs on the 
scoreboard.

GW tried to counter 
Towson’s threats in the top 
of the third with two run-
ners on base after senior 
Amanda Zakeri’s infield 
single and junior Alexandra 
Del Prete advancing to third. 

However, the Colonials’ ef-
forts didn't come to fruition. 
They failed to put any tallies 
on the scoreboard.

“We went through the 
first two innings with five 
strikeouts, and in the third 
we tried to make adjust-
ments – moving either to 
the front or back of the box 
– and we ended up getting a 
couple people on base with 
two outs,” Schramm said. 
“However, with two outs 
it is a little harder to make 

something happen. We just 
were not as successful on 
the plate today.”

By the middle of the 
third, freshman Meghan 
Rico gave up four walks and 
a hit that contributed to the 
Tigers’ nine runs, including 
two homers to center field.

After the scoreboard 
reached 10-0, the Colonials 
were not able to gain enough 
momentum to counter the 
Tigers’ threatening and 
devastating lead before the 

fourth inning commenced.
“We have been really 

trying to work on consis-
tency with Meghan Rico, 
and she had a great start 
with only one walk and a 
little flare over the short-
stop ledge that led Towson 
to score a run with two 
outs,” Schramm said. “The 
game was still manageable 
at that point, but then she 
came back in the following 
inning and threw a couple 
walks here and there, and 
then the next thing you 
know, the hitter comes out 
to hit a grand slam.”

After the Tigers’ home 
runs late in the third, Sch-
ramm advised Rico to use 
the rest of the game to fo-
cus on refining her pitching 
as preparation for her next 
start. However, Rico’s com-
petitive edge got the best 
of her, and along with her 
team’s escalating frustra-
tion without an appearance 
on the scoreboard, the Colo-
nials could not make any of 
their efforts materialize.

As the Colonials face off 
against Butler Friday, Sch-
ramm hopes her players will 
take this game as learning ex-
perience to move forward.

“This was a big slap 
in the face to get our butts 
kicked this badly and losing 
out to them in five innings 
should be enough moti-
vation for them to make 
a change in next Friday’s 
game against Butler,” Sch-
ramm said. u

Softball team defeated by flurry of Towson scoring
sOfTball  | toWson 10, GW 0

haTchET filE phOTOs
Top: Junior Brookes Townsend readies to tag a Massachusetts opponent out earlier this 
season. Right: Senior Tyler McCarthy connects on a pitch earlier this season. He played 
a crucial role in GW's ninth-inning rally over the Patriots Tuesday. 

by JOshua sOlOmON
Hatchet Reporter

haTchET filE phOTO
Softball head coach Stacey Schramm watches her team at the Colonials' home field earlier this season.

by alEx kisT
Hatchet Reporter

David Pellom has been grant-
ed a release. Additionally, 
standout recruit Nigel John-
son recently de-committed 
from the program.

Should Pellom depart, giv-
en the graduation of Dwayne 
Smith and Bryan Bynes, that 
would leave junior forward 
Nemanja Mikic as the only 
player recruited by former Co-
lonials head coach Karl Hobbs. 
Lonergan is in his second year 
at the helm of the team.

Taken altogether, the sub-
stitutions severely deplete a 
lineup that already struggled 
heavily with shooting and es-
tablishing a potent offensive 
game. GW now has a hole 
when examining its available 
guards – losing Bynes and 
Kromah, as well as Johnson, 
who was looked to as a crucial 
replacement in that slot.

It also means that, when 
the late recruit signing period 
begins April 17, GW will be 
left with three, maybe four, 
scholarship slots to fill.

Kromah was an explosive 
force for GW during his fresh-
man campaign, averaging 11.8 
points per game on 45.7 per-
cent shooting. But a torn lis-
franc ligament in his left foot, 
relegated him to the sidelines 
for his entire sophomore year. 
Kromah returned to the Colo-
nials’ lineup as a junior, but 
struggled at times to regain 
his once-commanding pres-
ence on the hardwood before 
stepping into a leadership role 
as a senior this year.

Kromah departs GW aver-
aging 11.0 points per game on 
44.2 percent shooting with an 
average of 4.05 rebounds per 
game. u
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kromah

Colonials use ninth-inning 
rally to defeat Patriots
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