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ERICA CHRISTIAN 
| PHOTO EDITOR

Starting next fall, 
juniors will be 
able to live in The 
Dakota residence 
hall, which cur-
rently only houses 
sophomores. 

See POLICY Page 8

EASING THE
STICKER SHOCKSTICKER SHOCKSTICKER SHOCKSTICKER SHOCK

COLLEGE AFFORDABILITY

7KH� 8QLYHUVLW\� ZLOO� RͿ�HU�
cheaper residence halls to juniors 
next year, months after requiring 
them to spend more money to live 
on campus.

Third-year students will be 
able to apply to live in rooms in 
The Dakota, which has exclusively 
KHOG�D��QLW\�KRXVLQJ�JURXSV��DQG�
Mitchell Hall, which will also be 
available to sophomores, seniors 
and transfer students.

7KH� VKX��H� FRPHV� DIWHU� VWX�
GHQW� OHDGHUV� XUJHG� R��FLDOV� WR�
make on-campus housing more 
DͿ�RUGDEOH� ODVW� VHPHVWHU��7KH�8QL�

versity announced last summer it 
would force juniors to live on cam-
pus starting with the Class of 2018, 
prompting student outcry because 
residence halls can cost thousands 
RI� GROODUV� PRUH� WKDQ� RͿ��FDPSXV�
apartments. The 
mandate will bring 
in more than $2 mil-
lion to the Univer-
sity each year.

Seth Weinshel, 
director of GW 
Housing, said last 
week that those 
concerns drove 
KLV� R��FH� WR� RSHQ�

GW gives juniors more 
options for cheaper housing
NICOLE DUNSMORE
HATCHET REPORTER

SAM HARDGROVE | HATCHET STAFF PHOTOGRAHER
President Barack Obama told a group of nearly 100 university presidents at a White House summit 
Thursday that more students needed to have access to higher education. 

CAMERON LANCASTER | 
ASSISTANT PHOTO EDITOR

Junior Cristina Bricoli, a transfer 
student from a New Jersey 
community college, said a strong 
support system helped her adjust 
to the University. Students who 

have studied at community 
colleges now make up 

57 percent of GW’s 
transfer student 

population.

BRIANNA GURCIULLO
NEWS EDITOR

CHLOÉ SORVINO
NEWS EDITOR

See AFFORDABILITY Page 2

Colleges promise sweeping changes, 
but experts cast doubt long-term

Admissions offi ce opens more doors 
for community college transfers

See HOUSING Page 6

College affordability has 
been on the lips of President 
Barack Obama and the minds 
of University administrators. 
But how can a college like GW 
– with a sticker price nearing 
$60,000 – expand access?

When Alyson Cina was deciding 
ZKHUH�WR�À�QLVK�FROOHJH��VKH�IRXQG�WKDW�
schools up and down the East Coast 
could rarely answer her questions or 
anticipate what she wanted from a 
campus.

An associate’s degree from a New 
Jersey community college already in 
hand, Cina said she cared most about 
À�QGLQJ� WKH� EHVW� LQWHUQDWLRQDO� DͿ�DLUV�
school and the strongest Arabic pro-
gram, not the best residence halls or 
dining plan.

“Not many schools are really 
good at reaching out to transfer stu-
dents,” said Cina, who also looked 
at Georgetown, American and Johns 
Hopkins universities.

*:·V� DGPLVVLRQV� R��FH� LV� QRZ�

opening more doors for transfer stu-
dents like Cina, who are already half-
way through completing their degrees 
and often come from low-income 
backgrounds.

Former community college stu-
dents now make up 57 percent of 
GW’s roughly 900 transfer students. 
The University has accepted more 
than 4,000 transfers in the last four 
years – and over the same period, 
GW’s admit rate for transfer students 
nearly doubled.

The University is increasingly 
turning toward the transfer popula-
tion to help diversify an applicant 
pool that struggles to draw low-in-
come students because of GW’s near-
ly $60,000 sticker price. Not only do 
community college students help GW 
boast a more diverse class, they can 
also help manage gaps in its enroll-

PHQW�GXH� WR� VWXGHQWV�ZKR�PRYH�RͿ��
campus or head abroad for a semester.

7KH� DGPLVVLRQV� R��FH� DGGHG� D�
position this year to reshape its trans-
fer strategy, which will support the 
University’s goal to “reach out more 
aggressively to academically talented 
community college students,” Direc-
tor of Undergraduate Admissions 
Karen Felton said.

The 41 percent admissions rate for 

When University Presi-
dent Steven Knapp headed to 
the White House last week, he 

joined about 100 other 
college leaders who 
pitched ways to sup-
port President Barack 
Obama’s “year of ac-
tion” to shrink educa-
tion inequality across the 
nation.

But higher educa-

WLRQ� H[SHUWV� VD\� WKH� HͿ�RUWV�
to expand college access – in 
GW’s case, helping out with 
college preparation in low-in-
come D.C. schools and partner-
ing with more community col-
leges – likely won’t make much 
of a dent.

Sandy Baum, a senior fel-
low in the Graduate School 
of Education and Human De-
velopment who specializes 
LQ� KLJKHU� HGXFDWLRQ� À�QDQFH��
said the summit and the com-
mitments pledged by colleges 

were mostly public image 
moves.

“There’s not much dramat-
ically innovative. Most of these 
things cost money. They’re go-
ing to get slapped if they raise 
prices to pay for the commit-
ments,” Baum said.

Baum added that because 
most of the participants were 
from universities that do not 
enroll a large number of low-
LQFRPH� VWXGHQWV�� WKH� HͿ�HFWV�
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News
VISUALIZED

THIS WEEK
Find your first internship 
Get a jumpstart on your 
internship and job search with 
help from GW Career Services.
Marvin Center Room 302 

Tuesday, Jan. 21

Ice skating on the Potomac 
Complete an online registration 
form and join GW TRAiLS at the 
Georgetown Waterfront ice rink.
Georgetown Waterfront Ice 

Trachtenberg School Brown Bag Lunch 
Megan Hatch, a doctoral student, will present 
her findings on the effects of landlord-tenant 
laws on renter mobility. Bring your lunch and 
the Trachtenberg School will supply drinks.

Screening of “Nefarious: 
Merchant of Souls” 
Watch the film on human trafficking 

Human Trafficking Prevention 
month. Refreshments provided.

WORTH QUOTING

CRIME LOG

POPULAR LAST WEEK
1 2 3WHERE 

ARE GW’S 
KINKSTERS?
Hatchet sex columnist 
talks about the thrill of his 
BDSM encounter and says 
the kinksters on campus 

should come together.

SEXUAL ASSAULT 
VICTIM PROPOSES 
POLICY CHANGES
A sophomore said she was 
pushed aside by GW’s 
disciplinary office and forced to 
deal with dial tones rather than 
understanding administrators.

Video by Zach Montellaro & Nick Ong
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BASKETBALL BUZZ 
HAS FINANCIAL 
PERKS
The Colonials’ record 
could create big business 
for a university that has 
long lacked the financial 
benefits of big-time sports.

by 

Poor people’s problem is not 
that they don’t know how 
to fill out the application. 
It’s that they don’t have the 
money to pay the tuition.

 

DESTRUCTION/RECEIVING STOLEN 
PROPERTY

 
Case closed
+RXVH� 6WDͿ� UHSRUWHG� D� VWROHQ� WUDF� VLJQ� DQG�
JUDWL�RQ�ZDOOV�
Referred for disciplinary action

UNLAWFUL ENTRY

Case closed
83'� RFHUV� REVHUYHG� D� VXEMHFW� ZKR� KDG�
SUHYLRXVO\� EHHQ� EDUUHG�� 7KDW� VXEMHFW� ZDV�
FRRSHUDWLYH�ZLWK�DOO�RI�WKH�RFHUV�DQG�ZDV�LVVXHG�
D�QHZ�EDUULQJ�QRWLFH��03'�ZDV�DOVR�QRWLÀHG�
Subject barred

SEXUAL ABUSE

Case closed
$�VWDͿ�PHPEHU� UHSRUWHG� WKDW�D�GHOLYHU\�SHUVRQ�
KDG� WRXFKHG� KHU� RQ� WKH� EXWWRFNV�� +H� ZDV�
LGHQWLÀHG�D�ZHHN�ODWHU�DQG�EDUUHG�IURP�FDPSXV�
Subject barred

LIQUOR LAW VIOLATION

Case closed
83'� UHVSRQGHG� WR� D� QRLVH� FRPSODLQW� DQG�
REVHUYHG�DOFRKRO�LQ�SODLQ�YLHZ��$OO�RI�WKH�VWXGHQWV�
ZHUH� DVVHVVHG� IRU� LQWR[LFDWLRQ� DQG� RQH� VWXGHQW�
ZDV�WUDQVSRUWHG�WR�*:�+RVSLWDO�IRU�WUHDWPHQW�
Referred for disciplinary action

–Compiled by Benjamin Kershner

STEPHEN JOEL TRACHTENBERG, former 
University president, on GW’s 
commitments to low-income D.C. students.

Members from Silver Spring, Md.’s People’s Community Baptist Church sing in front of the Martin Luther King, Jr. memorial in 
honor of the civil rights leader’s birthday Monday. A ceremonial wreath was also laid and a moment of silence held in honor of King.

Friday, Jan. 24

Thursday, Jan. 23

Saturday, Jan. 25

From Page 1

From Page 1

College presidents pledge to expand access Transfers help University 
meet enrollment goals 

ZLOO� EH� PLQRU�� $ERXW� ���
SHUFHQW�RI�*:�VWXGHQWV�DUH�
HOLJLEOH� IRU� 3HOO�*UDQWV� WKLV�
\HDU�²�XS�IURP���SHUFHQW�LQ�
�����DQG�RQ�SDU�ZLWK�PRVW�
SHHU� SULYDWH� VFKRROV� ²� EXW�
VWLOO� RQ� WKH� ORZHU� UXQJ� IRU�
XQLYHUVLWLHV�QDWLRQZLGH�

7R� KHOS� ERRVW� WKH� UHS-
UHVHQWDWLRQ� RI� ORZ�LQFRPH�
VWXGHQWV� RQ� FDPSXV� DQG�
QDWLRQZLGH�� WKH� 8QLYHUVLW\�
ZLOO� VHQG� DGPLVVLRQV� VWDͿ�
PHPEHUV� WR� SXEOLF� KLJK�
VFKRROV�WKH�'LVWULFW��*:�RI-
ÀFLDOV� ZLOO� DOVR� ZRUN� ZLWK�
QRQSURÀWV� WR� KRVW� ZRUN-
VKRSV� RQ� FDPSXV� DQG� DW�
ORFDO� OLEUDULHV�� KHOSLQJ� VWX-
GHQWV� ZULWH� HVVD\V� DQG� ÀOO�
RXW� DSSOLFDWLRQV�� 6RPH� RI�
*:·V� RXWUHDFK� ZLOO� IRFXV�
RQ� ORFDO�PLGGOH�VFKRRO�VWX-
GHQWV� WR� JHW� WKHP� WR� VWDUW�
WKLQNLQJ�DERXW�FROOHJH�HDUO\�

)RUPHU�8QLYHUVLW\�3UHV-
LGHQW�6WHSKHQ�-RHO�7UDFKWHQ-
EHUJ�� ZKR� OHG� *:� IRU� ���
\HDUV� DV� LWVWXLWLRQ�GRXEOHG��
VDLG�DQ\�HͿRUWV�*:�PDNHV�
ZLOO�EH�RQ�WRR�VPDOO�D�VFDOH�
WR�PDNH�D�UHDO�GLͿHUHQFH�

´7KDW·V� JRRG�� EXW� JLYH�
PH� D� EUHDN�� 7KH� RQO\�ZD\�
ZH·UH� JRLQJ� WR� UHDOO\� À[�
WKH� SUREOHP� LV� E\� KDYLQJ�
PRUH�DFFHVVLEOH�XQLYHUVLWLHV�
DQG�FDOOV�IRU�PDMRU�VFKRODU-
VKLSV�µ� 7UDFKWHQEHUJ� VDLG��
´3RRU� SHRSOH·V� SUREOHP� LV�
QRW� WKDW� WKH\� GRQ·W� NQRZ�
KRZ� WR� ÀOO� RXW� WKH� DSSOL-
FDWLRQ�� ,W·V� WKDW� WKH\� GRQ·W�
KDYH�WKH�PRQH\�WR�SD\�WKH�
WXLWLRQ�µ

7UDFKWHQEHUJ�� QRZ�
D� KLJKHU� HGXFDWLRQ� FRQ-
VXOWDQW�� VDLG� WKDW� WKH� RQO\�
VZHHSLQJ�FKDQJHV�WKDW�ZLOO�
PDNH�D�YDVW�GLͿHUHQFH�ZLOO�
FRPH�IURP�D�&RQJUHVVLRQDO�
FRPPLWPHQW� WR� ERRVW� IHG-
HUDO�PRQH\�IRU�3HOO�*UDQWV�

$PRQJ� WKH� ��� VFKRROV�
*:� FRQVLGHUV� LWV� FRP-
SHWLWRUV�� ÀYH� RWKHUV� ODLG�
RXW� ODUJH� FRPPLWPHQWV� WR�
WDFNOH� FROOHJH� DͿRUGDELO-
LW\��2I�WKRVH��DOO�DQQRXQFHG�
VSHFLÀF� WDUJHWHG� JURXSV� RI�
VWXGHQWV�WR�EULQJ�WR�FDPSXV�
WKH�IROORZLQJ�\HDU�DV�ZHOO�DV�
ÀQDQFLDO�DLG�H[SDQVLRQV�

1RUWKZHVWHUQ� 8QL-
YHUVLW\�� IRU� H[DPSOH�� VDLG�

LW�ZRXOG�HQUROO� DW� OHDVW� ����
ORFDO� &KLFDJR� SXEOLF� KLJK�
VFKRRO�VWXGHQWV��,W�ZLOO�DOVR�
VSHQG� ��� PLOOLRQ� WR� EULQJ�
���� &KLFDJR� SXEOLF� VFKRRO�
VWXGHQWV� WR� WKH�1RUWKZHVW-
HUQ� $FDGHP\� DQG� KHOS�
WKHP�SUHSDUH�IRU�FROOHJH�

An eye on affordability
*:�DOUHDG\�ERDVWV�WKUHH�

PDMRU� DͿRUGDELOLW\� HͿRUWV��
)L[HG� WXLWLRQ� ORFNV� LQ� WKH�
SULFH�RI�HGXFDWLRQ�GXULQJ�D�
VWXGHQW·V�WLPH�DW�*:��ZKLOH�
WKH�6-7�6FKRODU�3URJUDP�RI-
IHUV�IXOO�VFKRODUVKLSV�WR�WRS�
'�&�� KLJK� VFKRRO� VWXGHQWV��
%RWK� ZHUH� FUHDWHG� PRUH�
WKDQ�D�GHFDGH�DJR�

2Q�WKH�IXQGUDLVLQJ�VLGH��
WKH� 3RZHU� DQG� 3URPLVH�
)XQG�KHOSV�FRYHU�WXLWLRQ�IRU�
ORZ�LQFRPH� VWXGHQWV�� 7KH�
SURJUDP� UDLVHG� ������ PLO-
OLRQ�ODVW�\HDU��XS�PRUH�WKDQ�
���SHUFHQW�IURP������

7KH�IXQG�LV�MXVW�RQH�DV-
SHFW�RI�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\·V�WRWDO�
VWXGHQW�DLG�SRRO��ZKLFK�KDV�
LQFUHDVHG�IURP������PLOOLRQ�
LQ� ����� WR� PRUH� WKDQ� �����
PLOOLRQ� LQ� ������ $GPLQLV-
WUDWRUV�KDYH�DOVR�FRQYHUWHG�
PRUH� RI� WKDW� PRQH\� IURP�
PHULW� WR� QHHG�EDVHG� DLG� LQ�
UHFHQW�\HDUV�

:KLOH� *:·V� DYHUDJH�
FRVW� RI� DWWHQGDQFH� LV� DERXW�
��������²�IDU�ORZHU�WKDQ�WKH�
VWLFNHU� SULFH� RI� �������� ²� LW�
FRQWLQXHV�WR�EDWWOH�LWV�SULFH\�
UHSXWDWLRQ�

7KH�DYHUDJH�QHW�SULFH�IRU�
3HOO� *UDQW�HOLJLEOH� VWXGHQWV�
ZDV� �������� LQ� �����������
ZKLFK� LV�KLJK�FRPSDUHG� WR�
RWKHU� SULYDWH� FROOHJHV�� DF-
FRUGLQJ� WR� D�1HZ�$PHULFD�
)RXQGDWLRQ� VWXG\UHOHDVHG�
ODVW�\HDU�

7KH� 8QLYHUVLW\·V� ÀQDQ-
FLDO� DLG� V\VWHP� DOVR� FDPH�
XQGHU� ÀUH� ODVW� IDOO� DIWHU� D�
+DWFKHW�UHSRUWGLVFORVHG�WKDW�
*:� KDV� GHFLGHG� ZKHWKHU�
WR�ZDLWOLVW�KXQGUHGV�RI�VWX-
GHQWV�EDVHG�RQ�WKHLU�DELOLW\�
WR�DͿRUG�WXLWLRQ�

.QDSS�VDLG�LQ�D�UHOHDVH�
ODVW�ZHHN�WKDW�VWXGHQWV�IURP�
SRRU� IDPLOLHV� RIWHQ� GRQ·W�
DSSO\� WR� VFKRROV� OLNH� *:�
EHFDXVH� WKH\� KDYH� ´VWLFNHU�
VKRFNµ� IURP� WKH� SULFHV� ²�
HYHQ� LI� SOHQW\� RI� VFKRODU-
VKLSV�DUH�DYDLODEOH�WR�FRYHU�

FRVWV��7RS�FROOHJHV�OLNH�*:�
W\SLFDOO\�IDLO�WR�DWWUDFW�KLJK�
DFKLHYLQJ�� ORZ�LQFRPH� VWX-
GHQWV��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�D�VWXG\�
ODVW� \HDU� E\� UHVHDUFKHUV� DW�
6WDQIRUG� DQG�+DUYDUG�XQL-
YHUVLWLHV�

7KDW� ZDV� DOPRVW� WUXH�
IRU� IUHVKPDQ� 'DPRQWD�
0RUJDQ��ZKRVH�KLJK�VFKRRO�
LQ� 0LVVLVVLSSL� KDG� QR� FRO-
OHJH� FRXQVHORUV� IRU� DQ\� RI�
LWV�������VWXGHQWV��+H�GLGQ·W�
WKLQN�DERXW�JRLQJ�WR�FROOHJH�
XQWLO�KH�FKDQJHG�VFKRROV�

$V� D� MXQLRU�� KH� WUDQV-
IHUUHG� WR� D� PDWK�� DQG�
VFLHQFH�IRFXVHG� ERDUGLQJ�
VFKRRO� WKUHH� KRXUV� DZD\��
)RU� WKH� ÀUVW� WLPH�� WKH� NLGV�
LQ� KLV� FODVVHV�ZHUH� ORRNLQJ�
EH\RQG� D� KLJK� VFKRRO� GL-
SORPD�

´,W� ZDVQ·W� HYHQ� GHEDW-
DEOH��<RX�ZHUH�JRLQJ�WR�FRO-
OHJH�µ�KH�VDLG�

1RZ��0RUJDQ� LV� LQ� KLV�
ÀUVW� \HDU� VWXG\LQJ�SROLWLFDO�
VFLHQFH�DW�*:��SD\LQJ�QH[W�
WR� QRWKLQJ� IRU� DQ� HGXFD-
WLRQ�ZRUWK���������D�\HDU��,I�
KH� KDGQ·W� WUDQVIHUUHG� KLJK�
VFKRROV�� 0RUJDQ� VDLG� KH�
OLNHO\�ZRXOGQ·W�EH�RQ�FDP-
SXV�WRGD\�

Tackling college costs 
8QLYHUVLW\� VSRNHV-

ZRPDQ� &DQGDFH� 6PLWK�
VDLG�DGPLQLVWUDWRUV�DUH�VWLOO�
ZRUNLQJ� RXW� WKH� GHWDLOV� RI�
ODVW� ZHHN·V� DͿRUGDELOLW\�
FRPPLWPHQWV�

$W� WKH� :KLWH� +RXVH��
WKH�DXGLWRULXP�ZDV�SDFNHG�

ZLWK� FROOHJH� SUHVLGHQWV�
IURP� DFURVV� WKH� FRXQWU\�
HDJHU� WR�KHDU� WKH�3UHVLGHQW�
DQG�)LUVW�/DG\�VSHDN�

´7KH� FKDOOHQJH� LV� WR�
WDNH� DOO� WKH� EHVW� SUDFWLFHV�
WKDW� \RX� KHDU� DERXW� DQG�
WKH� PDQ\� GLͿHUHQW� H[DP-
SOHV� WKDW�SHRSOH�DUH�GRLQJ�
DQG�ÀJXUH�RXW�KRZ�WR�IRFXV�
LW�DQG�JHW�VRPH�PHDVXUDEOH�
UHVXOWV� RXW� RI� LW�µ� .QDSS�
VDLG�LQ�DQ�LQWHUYLHZ�7KXUV-
GD\�

*:·V� FRPPLWPHQWV�
DUH� SDUW� RI� D� VZHHSLQJ�
FDPSDLJQ� E\� WKH� 2EDPD�
DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�WR�FORVH�WKH�
JDS� LQ� FROOHJH�GHJUHHV� EH-
WZHHQ�WKH�FRXQWU\·V�ULFKHVW�
DQG�WKH�SRRUHVW�IDPLOLHV�

7KH� 2EDPD� DGPLQLV-
WUDWLRQ� KDV� WDNHQ� VHYHUDO�
VWHSV�EHIRUH�WR�ZRUN�RQ�FRO-
OHJH�DͿRUGDELOLW\��UHOHDVLQJ�
D� ÀQDQFLDO� DLG� VKRSSLQJ�
VKHHW�ODVW�\HDU�WR�KHOS�VWX-
GHQWV�UDQN�VFKRROV�VLGH�E\�
VLGH��+H�DOVR�SURPLVHG�WKH�
8�6��ZRXOG�UHFODLP�LWV�VSRW�
DV� WKH� FRXQWU\� ZLWK� WKH�
PRVW� FROOHJH� JUDGXDWHV� E\�
�����

´7KH� SUHPLVH� WKDW�
ZH·UH� DOO� FUHDWHG� HTXDO� LV�
WKH� RSHQLQJ� OLQH� LQ� RXU�
$PHULFDQ� VWRU\� EXW� ZH�
GRQ·W� SURPLVH� HTXDO� RXW-
FRPHV��:H�VWULYH�WR�GHOLYHU�
HTXDO�RSSRUWXQLW\��6XFFHVV�
VKRXOG�QRW�GHSHQG�RQ�EH-
LQJ�ERUQ�LQWR�ZHDOWK\�SULY-
LOHJH�� ,W� GHSHQGV� RQ� HͿRUW�
DQG� PHULW�µ� 2EDPD� VDLG�
7KXUVGD\�

WUDQVIHUV� VLWV� DERYH� WKRVH� RI�
*:·V�SHHU�LQVWLWXWLRQV��LQFOXG-
LQJ�1HZ�<RUN��%RVWRQ��*HRUJH-
WRZQ�� 1RUWKZHVWHUQ�� 7XODQH�
DQG� 9DQGHUELOW� XQLYHUVLWLHV��
ZKLFK� KDYH� DFFHSWHG� IHZHU�
WKDQ����SHUFHQW�RI�DSSOLFDQWV�LQ�
UHFHQW�\HDUV�

$GPLWWLQJ� PRUH� WUDQVIHU�
VWXGHQWV� DOVR� KHOSV� *:·V� À-
QDQFLDO�DLG�EXGJHW�²�E\�UHTXLU-
LQJ�IHZHU�\HDUV�RI�DLG�²�DQG�LWV�
JUDGXDWLRQ� UDWH�� EHFDXVH� VWX-
GHQWV�KDYH�DOUHDG\�FRPSOHWHG�
RQH�RU�WZR�\HDUV�RI�VFKRRO�

)RUPHU� 8QLYHUVLW\� 3UHVL-
GHQW�6WHSKHQ�-RHO�7UDFKWHQEHUJ�
VDLG�*:��ZLWK�RQH�RI�WKH�KLJK-
HVW�WXLWLRQ�SULFHV�LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\��
FDQ�VHHP�RXW�RI�UHDFK�WR�ORZHU�
LQFRPH� VWXGHQWV�� 8QLYHUVLW\�
3UHVLGHQW� 6WHYHQ� .QDSS� VDLG�
ODVW� ZHHN� WKDW� *:� ZDV� VWLOO�
ÀJKWLQJ�RͿ�WKH�´VWLFNHU�VKRFNµ�
RI�LWV�WXLWLRQ�

´)RU� XV� WR� JLYH� D� VFKRODU-
VKLS� WR� VRPHRQH�� ZH� KDYH� WR�
SXW� GRZQ� D� ORW� RI� PRQH\�� DV�
RSSRVHG� WR� D� FRPPXQLW\� FRO-
OHJH�µ�7UDFKWHQEHUJ�VDLG�

'DYLV� -HQNLQV��D�VHQLRU�UH-
VHDUFK� DVVRFLDWH� IRU� WKH� &RP-
PXQLW\� &ROOHJH� 5HVHDUFK�
&HQWHU�� VDLG� FRXQWOHVV� VWXGLHV�
KDYH�VKRZQ�WKDW�ORZHU�LQFRPH�
VWXGHQWV�DUH�XQGHUUHSUHVHQWHG�
DW� WRS�VFKRROV�DQG�RYHU�UHSUH-
VHQWHG�DW�FRPPXQLW\�FROOHJHV�

´7KHUH� LV� D� GLUH� QHHG� IRU�
PRUH� LQFRPH� GLYHUVLW\�� HVSH-
FLDOO\� LQ� HOLWH� LQVWLWXWLRQV�µ� KH�
VDLG�

-HQNLQV� FDOOHG�*:·V� VWUDW-
HJ\� WR�GHVLJQDWH�D� VWDͿ�PHP-
EHU� IRU� WUDQVIHU� DGPLVVLRQV�
DQG� LWV� QHZ� SDUWQHUVKLS� ZLWK�
D� FRPPXQLW\� FROOHJH� KRQRUV�
SURJUDP�WKH�ÀUVW�VWHSV�WRZDUG�
PDNLQJ� WKH� 8QLYHUVLW\� PRUH�
DFFHVVLEOH�

7KH� QXPEHU� RI� WUDQVIHUV�
ZLOO� OLNHO\� ULVH� WKLV� IDOO� WKDQNV�
WR�*:·V�QHZ�SDUWQHUVKLS�ZLWK�
$PHULFDQ�+RQRUV�� D� SURJUDP�
WKDW�KHOSV�WRS�FRPPXQLW\�FRO-
OHJH�VWXGHQWV�SUHSDUH�WR�WUDQV-
IHU�WR�IRXU�\HDU�VFKRROV�

*:�ZLOO� VHW� DVLGH� DQ� XQ-
GHWHUPLQHG� QXPEHU� RI� WUDQV-
IHU�VSRWV�IRU�$PHULFDQ�+RQRUV�
VWXGHQWV��ZKR�ZRUN�ZLWK�DFD-
GHPLF�DGYLVHUV�WR�QDYLJDWH�DS-
SOLFDWLRQV��WUDQVIHU�WKHLU�FUHGLWV�

DQG� ÀQG� WKH� PRVW� DͿRUGDEOH�
RSWLRQV��7KH�SURJUDP�DLPV� WR�
HQVXUH� WKDW�VWXGHQWV�DUULYH�RQ�
IRXU�\HDU� VFKRROV·� FDPSXVHV�
UHDG\� WR� WDNH� RQ� WKH� FRXUVH�
ZRUN�� GUDZLQJ� IURP� H[SHUL-
HQFH�LQ�D�GHPDQGLQJ�FRPPX-
QLW\�FROOHJH�FXUULFXOXP�

,Q� LWV� ÀUVW� \HDU��$PHULFDQ�
+RQRUV� KDV� KHOSHG� DERXW� ����
VWXGHQWV� IURP� IRXU� FRPPX-
QLW\� FROOHJHV� LQ� :DVKLQJWRQ�
VWDWH� DQG� ,QGLDQD�� $V� SDUW� RI�
LWV�SODQ�WR�H[SDQG�QDWLRQDOO\��LW�
KDV�SODQQHG�SDUWQHUVKLSV�ZLWK�
IRXU� XQLYHUVLWLHV� LQ� WKH� '�&��
DUHD��LQFOXGLQJ�*:�

7KH�SURJUDP�KRSHV� WR�XO-
WLPDWHO\� VXSSRUW� PRUH� WKDQ�
������� VWXGHQWV� DQG� SDUWQHU�
ZLWK�DW�OHDVW�����VFKRROV�

/DXULH� .RHKOHU�� ZKR� WKH�
8QLYHUVLW\� KLUHG� DV� VHQLRU� DV-
VRFLDWH�SURYRVW� IRU� HQUROOPHQW�
PDQDJHPHQW�WKLV�VXPPHU��KDV�
KHOSHG�SURSHO�WKH�HͿRUWV�

'DYLG�)LQHJROG��FKLHI�DFD-
GHPLF�RFHU�IRU�WKH�FRPSDQ\�
WKDW� IRXQGHG� $PHULFDQ� +RQ-
RUV�� VDLG� .RHKOHU� KDV� EHHQ� D�
QDWLRQDO� OHDGHU� LQ� H[SDQGLQJ�
DFFHVV� IRU� WUDQVIHU� VWXGHQWV��
DQG�VDLG�VKH�ZDV�HDJHU�WR�ZRUN�
ZLWK�WKH�SURJUDP�

.RHKOHU�VDLG�LQ�D�VWDWHPHQW�
WKDW� WUDQVIHU� VWXGHQWV� ´DGG� D�
EUHDGWK� RI� H[SHULHQFHV� DQG�
SHUVSHFWLYHV� WKDW� HQULFK� WKH�
*:�FRPPXQLW\�µ

´0RUH� DQG� PRUH� FROOHJHV�
DQG�XQLYHUVLWLHV�KDYH�FRPH�WR�
XQGHUVWDQG� WKH� FRQWULEXWLRQV�
WKDW�WUDQVIHU�VWXGHQWV�FDQ�EULQJ�
WR� WKHLU� FDPSXV� FRPPXQLWLHV��
ERWK� LQ� DQG� RXW� RI� WKH� FODVV-
URRP�� DQG� VR� WKH� FRPSHWLWLRQ�
IRU� WRS� WUDQVIHU� DSSOLFDQWV� LV�
WRXJKHU�WKDQ�HYHU�µ�VKH�VDLG�

$ERXW� ��� SHUFHQW� RI� FRP-
PXQLW\�FROOHJH�VWXGHQWV�WUDQV-
IHU�WR�SULYDWH��QRQSURÀW�LQVWLWX-
WLRQV�� DFFRUGLQJ� WR� DQ�$XJXVW�
����� UHSRUW� E\� WKH� 1DWLRQDO�
6WXGHQW� &OHDULQJKRXVH� 5H-
VHDUFK�&HQWHU�

7KH� 8QLYHUVLW\� KDV� DOVR�
WDNHQ� VWHSV� WR� EHWWHU� VXSSRUW�
WUDQVIHU� VWXGHQWV� ZKHQ� WKH\�
DUULYH� RQ� FDPSXV�� ZLWK� WKH�
&HQWHU� IRU� 6WXGHQW� (QJDJH-
PHQW� ODXQFKLQJ� D�PHQWRUVKLS�
SURJUDP�

–Avery Anapol and Chloé 
Sorvino contributed reporting.

University President Steven Knapp and White House Chief 
of Staff Denis McDonough speak during Monday’s annual 
MLK Day of Service at the Dunbar High School. 
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A dozen natural 
gas leaks hidden un-
der manholes across 
the city are nearing ex-
plosive levels, includ-
ing one on the edge of 
campus, a team of re-
searchers announced 
last week.

The leaks with 
the most potential to 
explode were found 
along with about 5,800 
more minor meth-
ane gas leaks in D.C., 
which has experts 
calling attention to 
the city’s aging un-
derground pipes. The 
study, published in the 
Environmental Science 
and Technology jour-
nal last week, found 
that cracks in old 
cast-iron pipes caused 
methane to build up to 
unsafe levels.

One of the po-
tentially explosive 
leaks, which had a gas 
buildup of more than 
44 times the normal 
level, was located by 
the Savoy Apartments 
at M Street and New 
Hampshire Avenue. 
$ERXW�ÀYH�VSRWV�IRXQG�
in the study with a 
moderate risk level are 
near campus, includ-
ing one sitting near the 
Marvin Center.

Robert Jackson, a 
Duke University bi-
ology professor who 
co-led the study with 
a Boston University 
professor, said the 
study was not meant 
to alarm residents but 
did point to problems 
that would otherwise 
go unnoticed. Jackson 
said high methane 
levels can leak into 
buildings or base-
ments.

In the most severe 
cases a simple act like 
dropping a cigarette 
on the ground could 
prompt an explosion, 
he added.

“I’m not trying to 
create a culture of fear. 
Explosions are rare. 
The key point is to 
provide information to 
JHW� WKHVH� OHDNV� À[HG�µ�
Jackson said.

The leaks in the 
city’s cast-iron pipes 
also caused a 24-hour 
water shutdown in 
JBKO Hall on Wednes-
day, after a gas leak 
kept Washington 
Gas crews working 
through the night. 
6HYHUDO�ÀUVW�ÁRRU� UHVL-
dents complained of 
a rotten egg smell in 
their rooms.

William Flint, di-
UHFWRU� RI� *:·V� 2FH�

of Health and Safety, 
said the leak, which 
was the result of an 
aging pipe like the 
ones discovered in the 
study, was not a safety 
risk and “is common 
within the D.C. infra-
VWUXFWXUH�µ

The study esti-
mated that natural 
gas leaks and explo-
sions in the U.S. cause 
17 deaths and cost 
about $133 million ev-
ery year. Explosions 
in 2000 and 2003 in 
Georgetown caused 
no injuries but occa-
sionally sent manhole 
FRYHUV� Á\LQJ� WKURXJK�
the air, The Washing-
ton Post reported then. 
The explosions led to 
$50 million in repairs 
WR� À[� DOO� RI� *HRUJH-
town’s underground 
utility lines by 2005.

Since the study 
was initially conduct-
ed last January, the 
researchers revisited 
the 12 most dangerous 
sites, and found that in 
nine, methane concen-
trations were still high. 
The leak found near 
the Savoy Apartments 
could not be retested 
due to construction 
work.

Washington Gas 
said in a statement 
that they immediately 
respond to reports of 
natural gas odor and 
leaks.

“Throughout the 
country, all utilities are 
challenged with the 
timely replacement of 
aging infrastructure. 
Washington Gas con-
tinually replaces old 
infrastructure, as re-
TXLUHG�µ�WKH�VWDWHPHQW�
said.

Betty Ann Kane, 
chairwoman of the 
D.C. Public Service 
Commission that over-
sees Washington Gas, 
said that the study 
painted with a broad 
brush and questioned 
whether researchers 
properly tested all of 
the sites, which total 
about 5,800.

Kane said gas leaks 
“occur for a number of 
UHDVRQV�µ� DQG� DGGHG�
that construction can 
VRPHWLPHV� ´MLJJOHµ�
the pipes and cause a 
leak like the one out-
side JBKO. She added 
that there has not been 
an explosion since she 
joined the commission 
eight years ago.

Kane also said 
that Washington Gas 
has replaced over 200 
miles of aging cast-
iron pipes over the last 
two decades and will 
continue to replace the 
remaining 400 miles.

Researchers 
warn of explosive 
gas leaks in D.C.
COLLEEN MURPHY 
& TIANA PIGFORD
HATCHET STAFF WRITERS

A key tool of GW’s $20 
PLOOLRQ� FDUHHU� RFH� KDV� EHHQ�
an online program that lets stu-
dents map out post-graduation 
options and improve job readi-
ness.

But so far this year, not a 
single freshman has answered 
the survey’s questions or re-
corded their progress with the 
tool, illustrating a tough di-
lemma as GW faces increasing 
pressure to help students land 
jobs.

About one-quarter of this 
year’s 2,500 freshmen have at-
tended a career services event, 
including job fairs and career 
consulting, according to the 
RFH�� %XW� QR� VWXGHQWV� KDYH�
tracked their own progress 
using a portal on the GWork 
website, dubbed “My Career 
6XFFHVV� 3ODQ�µ� ZKLFK� RFLDOV�
have touted as a way to engage 
more students in post-grad 

planning.
After taking one of the 

site’s career assessment sur-
veys, students are then sched-
uled to speak with career con-
sultants about the results.

2FLDOV� VD\� SURPRWLRQ�
will be key to boost interest in 
the site, which has seen about 
40 percent of freshmen log into 
the system.

“Marketing and outreach 
will continue to be a big prior-
LW\�IRU�XV�²�ZH�DUH�RͿ�WR�D�JRRG�

start but there is more work 
WR�GR�µ�VDLG�5DFKHO�%URZQ��DV-
sistant provost for university 
career services.

%URZQ� VDLG� FDUHHU� VWDͿHUV�
have set up tables during Wel-
come Back Week and present-
ed ways to use the program in 
residence halls across campus. 
They are also working with su-
SHUYLVRUV�LQ�WKH�VWXGHQW�DͿDLUV�
RFH�DQG�&RORQLDO�&URVVURDGV�
VWDͿHUV�WR�SURPRWH�WKH�VLWH�

GW announced last aca-

demic year that it would spend 
$2 million each year over the 
next decade on career services, 
PRVWO\�RQ�QHZ�VWDͿHUV�

Many students do not 
know what the tool or its core 
assessment programs are, ac-
cording to interviews with a 
dozen students around cam-
pus.

Freshman Mikala Mos-
FKHOOD�VDLG�ÀOOLQJ�RXW�FDUHHU�
aptitude tests and meet-
ing with career counselors 
would be a good idea, but 
that she hadn’t heard any-
thing about the program. 
She added that information 
WHQGV�WR�JHW�ORVW�LQ�D�ÁRRG�RI�
InfoMail emails.

She said the University 
should take additional steps 
to reach out to students, such 
as sending more personal-
ized emails through academic 
counselors.

Josh Hess, a freshman in-
WHUQDWLRQDO� DͿDLUV� PDMRU�� DOVR�
said he had not used the tool. 
Hess said students would be 
more willing to take the as-
sessments if the University 
advertised the program more 
aggressively.

“I may have seen a banner 
on a website, maybe, but that’s 
WKH�H[WHQW�RI�LW�µ�KH�VDLG�

ASHLYN FRASSINELLI
HATCHET REPORTER

New online tool to map out career plans
goes unused by entire freshman class

A team of professors 
is working to create a new 
minor in entrepreneurship 
that would stress innova-
tion outside the classroom 
to help students launch 
their own business ven-
tures.

Faculty hope to make 
their proposal this semes-
ter for the program, which 
would support the research 
office’s push to encourage 
students to launch their 
own start ups.

Ayman El Tarabishy, a 
research professor in the 
management department, 
said the program would 
blend “classic entrepre-
QHXUVKLSµ� ZLWK� KRZ� EXVL-
ness ventures can help so-
cial causes.

“The idea is we wanted 
to tap into the innovation 
and creativity and energy 
of a lot of the undergradu-
DWH� VWXGHQWV�µ�(O�7DUDELVK\�
said. “We feel that they are 
very energized about doing 
good, and doing well ca-
reer-wise, and giving back 
to the community and the 
social problems that are out 
WKHUH�µ

The GW School of 
Business has worked with 
faculty in the School of 
Engineering and Applied 
Science and the Elliott 
School of International Af-
fairs, in addition to GW’s 
Social Entrepreneurship 
Initiative, he said. The 
group could give its initial 
pitch to top administrators 
by this semester, he added.

John Rollins, an adjunct 
professor of entrepreneur-
ship, said entrepreneurship 
has become “wildly popu-
ODUµ� DW� *:�� +H� SRLQWHG� WR�
participation in the Busi-
ness Plan Competition, 
with the number of teams 
surging to 140.

“Students like to be in 

control of their own fu-
tures and destinies, which 
is what entrepreneurship is 
DERXW�µ�5ROOLQV�VDLG�

Most of the minor’s 
classes would likely be 
housed in the business 
school, though students 
would be able to take class-
es in all colleges, Rollins 
said.

The minor would likely 
be similar to GW’s sus-
tainability minor, which 
was rolled out two years 
ago. Nearly 100 students 
have declared a minor in 
the field, which includes 
courses in geography, en-
vironmental studies and 
other areas.

American and Johns 
Hopkins universities also 
offer entrepreneurship mi-
nors to students within 
and outside their business 
schools.

In addition to the busi-
ness school’s annual com-
petition, the research of-
fice has increased student 
and faculty participation in 
commercializing their re-
search and business ideas. 

Vice President for Research 
Leo Chalupa said he has 
tried to promote the possi-
bility among students since 
he arrived at GW in 2009 
and that interest has “in-
FUHDVHG�����IROG�µ

“There’s a key inter-
est in here for students. 
They’re not just business 
students, they’re not just 
science students, they come 
from all areas, from all 
NLQGV�RI�WKLQJV�µ�KH�VDLG�

The office hired Jim 
Chung, executive director 
of the Office of Entrepre-
neurship, to help students 
and faculty figure out their 
options for creating their 
own start-up companies. 
About 30 students have 
successfully started compa-
nies, like one that sells on-
line phone plans, Chalupa 
said last week.

“Even if someone 
doesn’t immediately launch 
their own startup, the skill 
sets learned through an en-
trepreneurship minor are 
applicable to any career 
where innovation is val-
XHG�µ�&KXQJ�VDLG�

GW prepares entrepreneurship minor

MARY ELLEN MCINTIRE 
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

The number of thefts 
in residence halls has re-
PDLQHG�ÁDW�VR�IDU�WKLV�\HDU��
even after the University 
spent about $1 million to 

install electronic locks in 
four residence halls last 
summer.

GW police has logged 
88 thefts this academic year, 
up one from the previous 
year, according to the Uni-
versity crime log. An aver-
age of 91 thefts were report-
ed in residence halls each 
year since 2008.

University Police Chief 
Kevin Hay has said in the 
past that electronic locks 
help cut down on thefts in 
dorms because students 

don’t have to remember to 
lock their doors.

Hay added Friday that 
the number of reported 
thefts in residence halls 
could also count incidents 
that occur in those build-
ings’ common areas or food 
courts – like those in Ivory 
Tower.

The University began 
installing card-reading 
locks last summer after a 
spree of daytime burglar-
ies in Ivory Tower, Ful-
bright Hall and JBKO Hall 

last spring. Many of the 
stolen items, which in-
cluded at least 10 electron-
ics, were taken from rooms 
with closed, but unlocked, 
doors. This year, residence 
halls have not been hit by 
similar sprees.

In addition to extend-
ing security guard hours at 
those building entrances, 
GW installed the keyless 
locks in Ivory Tower, JBKO 
and 1959 E Street, and made 
plans to add them to sev-
eral Mount Vernon Campus 

buildings – Cole, Clark and 
Hensley halls – this year.

7KH�2FH�RI�6DIHW\�DQG�
Security has sent students a 
list of theft-prevention tips 
for the last several years, 
advising students to lock 
doors and report suspicious 
individuals seen near or in 
their building.

Senior Associate Vice 
President for Safety and Se-
curity Darrell Darnell said 
the electronic locks, which 
open by way of a GWorld 
card, are expensive to in-

stall and maintain.
The locks are used at 

other schools like Villanova 
University, the University 
of Virginia and Southern 
Methodist University.

Darnell declined to 
comment on which resi-
dence halls could receive 
the electronic locks next 
and said University of-
ÀFLDOV�ZRXOG� ´WDNH� D� ORRN�
DWµ� WKH� SRVVLELOLW\� RI� DGG-
ing them to the 900-bed 
´VXSHUGRUPµ� EHWZHHQ� +�
and I streets.

Number of thefts in residence halls stays flat, despite electronic locks

COLLEEN MURPHY
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR
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The Center for Career Services has invested in an online 
program that allows students to track career options. So far this 
year, no freshmen have answered the survey’s questions.
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Jim Chung, executive director of the Office of Entrepreneurship and Office of Technology Transfer, works with students to develop 
ways to commercialize their research and ideas. Chung said a minor would help further the University’s entrpreneurship goals.

Faculty draw up 
proposal for 
business program

Career center 
looks to expand
outreach for tool

GW police logged
88 thefts this
academic year
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WHAT THE UNIVERSITY WON'T TALK ABOUT THIS WEEK

Greenwald 
has a valuable 
story, but also 
a controversial 
and irreverent 
side that will 
draw eyes 

and generate 
some positive 

coverage.

 STAFF EDITORIAL

MAKE A JUDICIAL PROCESS THAT DIMINISHES
Glenn Greenwald 

for Commencement 
speaker

By learning grandparents’ life stories, 

even holiday gatherings become enthralling

“Reaching the point of a Universi-
ty hearing is a reason for celebration,” 
a sophomore wrote to administrators 
after going through the sexual assault 
judicial process last semester.

,I�R��FLDOV�WKLQN�WKHLU�ZRUN�LV�GRQH�
on sexual violence prevention, they’re 
wrong: Sexual assault survivors still 
aren’t celebrating. Those who bring 
allegations in front of a University 
hearing are not explicitly allowed to 
bring advocates or informal support-
ers inside. Administrators need to 
quickly unwind that rule.

In an already taxing system for 
reporting sexual assaults, the Univer-
sity needs to allow a support network 
WR� Á�RXULVK�� )RUFLQJ� DOOHJHG� YLFWLPV�
and perpetrators to go into hearings 
alone makes the process unnecessar-
ily arduous, as a sophomore pointed 
out to The Hatchet last week.

On the surface, the University has 
taken solid steps to improve educa-
tion, reporting and judicial proce-
dures for sexual assaults over the past 
year. There is no time limit in the new 
sexual assault policy for when an al-
leged survivor can report an assault. 
And student advocates have worked 
with administrators to build Haven, a 
website where students, faculty and 
VWDͿ�� FDQ� REWDLQ� LQIRUPDWLRQ� DQG� UH�
port crimes.

But future progress is in jeopardy. 
Former Deputy Title IX Coordinator 
Tara Pereira, the woman responsible 
for progressive changes in the policy, 
stepped down at the end of last se-
mester. Beyond her formal responsi-
bilities, Pereira served as a personal 
supporter for dozens of sexual assault 

survivors, making her absence even 
more detrimental.

So what else should GW do? 
Quickly hire a new deputy Title IX 
director to carry out administrative 
duties, oversee sexual assault policy 
changes and work with faculty and 
other administrators. But in addition, 
KLUH�DW�OHDVW�RQH�RWKHU�VWDͿ�HU�ZKR�FDQ�
serve as a student advocate during 
the judicial process and hearings.

Pereira was widely respected by 
sexual assault advocates and survi-
vors for her diligence and sense of 
empathy. But she was stretched too 
thin, charged with formal Title IX du-
ties while simultaneously serving as a 
UHVRXUFH�IRU�VWXGHQW��IDFXOW\�DQG�VWDͿ��
survivors.

There simply wasn’t enough 
time in her day to walk survivors 
and alleged perpetrators through 
the tedious and emotionally drain-

ing hearing process.
Other new employees working 

on sexual assault cases on the student 
VLGH�� QRW� GLVFLSOLQDU\� R��FH�� ZRXOG�
serve as a student’s resource from the 
time they report a crime to when they 
have completed their hearing process. 

Students need experts who 
PDNHV� WKHP� IHHO� VDIH� DQG� FRQÀ�GHQW�
IURP�VWDUW�WR�À�QLVK�²�D�KXPDQ�VLGH�WR�
a normally mechanical and intimidat-
ing process.

Other schools have gone this 
route. American University, for exam-
ple, hired a sexual assault prevention 
FRRUGLQDWRU�ZKR� VHUYHV� DV� D� ´FRQÀ��
dential victim advocate” and resource 
IRU�VWXGHQWV��IDFXOW\�DQG�VWDͿ���DFFRUG�
ing to the school’s website. And New 
<RUN� 8QLYHUVLW\� KDV� D� VWDͿ�� RI� FULVLV�
response counselors, all of whom spe-
cialize in working with sexual assault 
survivors.

Hiring multiple new administra-
WRUV� WR�À�OO� RQH�SHUVRQ·V� VKRHV�PLJKW�
require extra funding, but creating a 
campus that’s safe for sexual assault 
victims is worth the cost.

The University could also 
keep in mind recent college grad-
uates like Presidential Adminis-
trative Fellow who might be in-
terested in the job to go through 
substantial training and take up 
these responsibilities.

Administrators need to realize 
the urgency of the situation. A col-
lege without a dean keeps running 
during the often yearlong search for 
a replacement. But without leaders 
taking on sexual violence, GW leaves 
survivors with nowhere to go.

P icture this: The man responsible for 
shining a critical light on President 
Barack Obama’s privacy policies de-
livering a stirring Commencement 

speech on the National Mall.
If GW makes the right choice, this could 

be a reality. The University should embrace 
controversy and pick alumnus Glenn Green-
wald as Commencement speaker.

Greenwald, a journalist and 1990 gradu-
ate, has been both revered and scorned since 
he broke the story in May that the National 
Security Agency is stockpiling a trove of 
Americans’ phone records.

He and his whistleblower source, Edward 
Snowden, have made plenty of enemies. Ex-
posing a powerful institution like the NSA 
ZRXOG�GR�WKDW�WR�DQ\RQH�²�HVSHFLDOO\�DQ�DQL�
mated, rebellious reporter like Greenwald.

Since his own Commencement ceremony, 
Greenwald has fought to write about what 
others won’t, ardently challenging the gov-
ernment’s spying policy and fundamentally 
changing the conversation about privacy in 
the internet age. He was one of Foreign Policy 
magazine’s top global thinkers of 2013.

Now, he’s starting an investigative jour-
nalism nonprofit with the founder of eBay 
²� WKH�NLQG�RI� HQWUHSUHQHXULDO� OHDS� IRU�ZKLFK�
graduates should strive.

Greenwald has the potential to inspire 
and challenge graduates to discover their 
own rebellious streaks. He defied norms by 
refusing to remain silent in the face of criti-
cism from American politicians and pundits.

In the same way, GW should defy its own 
norm of picking a safe 
candidate for Com-
mencement speaker. 
Greenwald has a valu-
able story, but also a 
controversial and ir-
reverent side that will 
draw eyes and gener-
ate positive coverage 
for a University trying 
to restore its image af-
ter numerous scandals.

At last year’s Com-
mencement, actress 
Kerry Washington 
charmed the audi-
ence with her smarts, 
humor and likeabil-
ity. But GW should 
step outside the box. 

There’s an opportunity to be bold here and 
pick a speaker who might not be as popular 
and endearing, but has transformed Ameri-
can culture and politics.

Of course, the University can’t make a 
Greenwald appearance happen like magic. 
GW doesn’t throw money at graduation 
speakers, and Greenwald doesn’t live across 
the street. In fact, his personal life has been 
the subject of much conversation: Greenwald 
resides in Brazil because his boyfriend was 
denied a green card in the United States. By 
picking him as a Commencement speaker, the 
University could also show support for the 
large LGBT community on campus.

But so far, the University has missed op-
portunities to publicize Greenwald’s GW ties 
at all. While the University constantly pro-
motes alumni who work in Congress, head 
to the Olympics or host top-rated television 
broadcasts, even a GW Today post about the 
Snowden leaks didn’t mention that Green-
wald is an alumnus.

As an institution, GW toes a politically 
FRUUHFW� OLQH� ²� VRPHWLPHV� IUXVWUDWLQJO\� VR��
But picking Greenwald wouldn’t be pander-
ing to GW’s political science and journalism 
students. Rather, it shows that no matter the 
subject matter you study, GW students have 
the potential to become the Glenn Greenwald 
of their own field.

To innovate and change the world, some-
times you have to make enemies. That truth 
should be on full display come Commence-
ment day.

–The writer, a sophomore majoring in 
political communication, is a Hatchet columnist.

Jarred 
Stancil
Columnist

STIGMA STIGMA STIGMA   SHAME  SHAME  SHAMEAND

College applicants begin 
one of most agonizing 
waits of their lives this 
week, now that they’ve 

slaved over admissions essays and 
nervously pressed “submit.”

But the due date for prospec-
tive transfer students isn’t for a few 
more months. In that time, they will 
have to think long and hard about 
whether or not coming to GW is 
right for them.

And here’s the truth: It might 
not be.

Administrators told The Hatch-
et last week that transfer students 
would again be housed in GW’s 
YHUVLRQ� RI� VROLWDU\� FRQÀ�QHPHQW��
Mitchell Hall. As a transfer student 
myself, I can tell you that part of be-
ing new here that isn’t too enticing.

In Mitchell Hall, known for its 
single rooms and communal hall 
bathrooms, students who most 
want to meet new people and in-
tegrate themselves in the GW com-
munity instead get isolation.

The prospect of living in Mitch-
HOO�GLGQ·W� ID]H�PH�DW�À�UVW��$W�6HWRQ�
Hall University, the school I trans-
ferred from, I had a roommate and 
two suitemates. The stark contrast 
Mitchell provided seemed appeal-
ing: I wouldn’t have to worry about 
being a good roommate, I thought. I 
could operate on my own schedule. 
It would be just like having my own 
apartment somewhere in the city.

Shortly after moving in, though, 
WKH�QRYHOW\�ZRUH�RͿ��

The hallways were quiet all 
hours of the day, with people either 
holed up in their rooms or heading 
out to socialize somewhere else. I 
knew that to meet people, I had to 
spend as little time in my room as 
possible.

GW Housing Director Seth 

Weinshel told me in an email that 
the reason transfers are all housed 
in the same place is “to allow for 
those transfers wanting to connect 
with other transfers the opportu-
nity to do so.”

Well, why should that be in 
Mitchell? To give administrators 
WKH�EHQHÀ�W�RI�WKH�GRXEW��PD\EH�WKH�
move aims to keep the cost down 
for transfers because some other 
living options for upperclassmen 
are more expensive. And it’s not 
like it’s easy for GW to make living 
decisions on a campus crunched for 
space.

But with the hall’s collection 
of singles interspersed with a few 
two-person suites, Mitchell makes 
for a much more disconnected at-
mosphere than most residence halls 
on campus. That undercuts ad-
ministrators’ community-building 
goals.

The move is especially contra-
dictory in light of the University’s 

EURDGHU� HͿ�RUW� WR� FUHDWH� VWURQJHU�
ties to the University by mandating 
that more students live on campus. 
Administrators approved the con-
struction of a massive “superdorm” 
to improve campus cohesion and 
EXLOG�PRUH�D��QLW\�JURXSV��%XW� LQ�
explicably, they’re excommunicat-
ing transfers in this plan.

Administrators got it right in 
previous years.

Two school years ago, transfer 
students were housed in Lafayette 
Hall. And if the University’s goal 
LV� FRKHVLRQ� DQG� FRQQHFWLRQ� ²� DV�
:HLQVKHO� VDLG� LW� ZDV� ²� /DID\HWWH�
is a strikingly better option. It is 
centrally located near many cam-
pus hubs like the Marvin Center 
and Kogan Plaza. Plus, it guaran-
tees each student a roommate and 
suitemates, limiting the amount of 
time that new students are forced to 
spend alone.

If GW is going to grow a so-
called “transfer community,” it 
needs to either revise its goals, or 
change the ways it tries to meet 
them.

In Mitchell, there are some 
Á�RRUV� WKDW� KDYH� GHYHORSHG� VWURQJ�
social ties, but this certainly doesn’t 
achieve the goal of a more integrat-
ed transfer community. Mitchell is 
also one of the farthest residence 
halls from the center of campus. 
That doesn’t help at all.

$V�D�0LWFKHOO�UHVLGHQW��,·OO�À�QG�UHD�
sons to stay out doing errands, just so I 
can run into people I know. And when 
I’m sick and have to stay in most of the 
day, I generally won’t have a single in-
terpersonal interaction.

That’s an introduction to GW 
that I wouldn’t wish on anybody.

–The writer, a sophomore majoring 
LQ�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�DͿ�DLUV��LV�D�+DWFKHW�

columnist.

Students need an 
expert who makes 
them feel safe and 
confi dent from start 
to fi nish – a human 
side to a normally 
mechanical and 

intimidating 
process.

Transfer students in Mitchell lack community

Mitchell makes 
for a much more 

disconnected 
atmosphere than most 

residence halls on 
campus.

Jaggar DeMarco
Columnist

GW can’t ignore alumnus 
because of rebellious streak



The next couple of months bring an 
iconic rapper, an erratic indie rocker 
and an early ‘00s garage punk 
band to the District – all giving you 
enough time to grab your tickets 
before they sell out.

St. Vincent
March 2 | 9:30 Club 
| $30

The singles of singer and 
multi-instrumentalist St. 
Vincent are slow-moving 
and lightly accompanied, 
but can promptly jolt into 
energy with biting, brief riffs. 
St. Vincent dynamically pairs waify 
vocals with frenetic, choppy guitar 
lines and disjointed rhythms, like in 
2011’s “Cruel” and the progressively 
dense and abrasive “Cheerleader.”

Where her singing feels 
commonplace – suited to a broader 
vocal trend of somewhat frail, folky 
tonalities – her compositions are 
uniquely advanced, incorporating 
swelling, orchestral instrumentals 
with poppy electro keyboard jabs. 

Score: She’s been praised by David 
Byrne and has proven a versatile 
and musically astute modern 
songwriter.
Bore: Shifts in musical elements 
within single tracks can feel jarring, 
and at times, St. Vincent’s electronic 
themes feel tired and unoriginal.

Yasiin Bey (Mos Def)
Feb. 20 | Howard Theatre | 
$35 advance, $40 day of

Yasiin Bey abandoned his stage 
name Mos Def for his birth name. 

But no matter what 
he calls 
h i m s e l f , 
he’s still 

synonymous with socially conscious 
rap and hip-hop. Where rap reaches 
a thematic consensus on boastful 
rhymes of opulence and wealth, 
Bey departs from the “strip club 
rappers” approach. Instead, he opts 

for incisive sociopolitical 
commentary and biting 
criticism of failed 
leadership systems and 
cultural crises.

Racial inequities, 
collusive politics and the 

bullshit of celebrity are 
fair game in Bey’s verse 

arsenal – “Ask yourself, why 
you care?/Somebody going ham 
on a gossip site/Catching feelings 
over rumors that are not your life,” 
he raps in “I Don’t Like” – but he’s 
not immune to injections of self-
praise. As he says himself, “My 
voice like magic, my flow fantastic/
In summary I’m rare, ordinary, 
elaborate.”

Score: He’s one of rap’s greats and 
fiercely uses his public persona for 
advocacy.
Bore: Bey’s societal gripes are 
legitimate and lucidly defined, 
but verge on self-righteous for any 
show-goers looking for light-hearted 
rhymes.

Black Lips
April 14 | Black Cat | $15

Those who critique the rock 
immaturity of the 2000s might fail 
to recognize the Black Lips, who 
blend jangly garage rock with the 
sing-along nature of the Violent 
Femmes and the collected coolness 
of Jet. They converge bright 
‘60s-themed guitar lines – some 
tinged with imposing spaghetti-
western themes – and dual vocals 
with tough, nearly screamed 
choruses. Campy rhythmic lines 
are draped over punk drum 
progressions, like in the nearly 
cheesy “Navajo.”

Score: Tracking the spectrum of 
rock subgenres within the Black 
Lips’ discography expands notions 
of an already fun and lively garage 
rock style.
Bore: Their dips into borderline 
psychedelic, hippie-laced 
inspiration might put off modern 
rock devotees.

SCENE
THIS WEEK

THE

THIS WEEK IN GW HISTORY Jan. 22, 1990: GW announces plans to add a women’s study major.

Popular rapper Waka Flocka 
Flame, known for “Hard in 
Da Paint” and “No Hands,” 
will be at the Howard Theatre 
Wednesday night.

WAKA FLOCKA FLAME
The Howard Theatre
Jan. 22, $22.50

Alice McDermott, winner of the 
National Book Award, will talk 
about her book “Someone” with 
Kate Reading, the narrator of the 
audiobook.

ALICE MCDERMOTT
Barnes & Noble Bethesda
Jan. 25, FreeCulture

NEW POLITICS
Rock & Roll Hotel
Jan. 26, $15.50

The up-and-coming band from 
Denmark that toured with Fall Out Boy 
over the summer will be at the Rock 
& Roll Hotel with opening acts Magic 
Man and Sleeper Agent.

The pews at the Sixth and I 
+LVWRULF�6\QDJRJXH�ZHUH�ÀOOHG�
with a few hundred young 
SURIHVVLRQDOV� ODVW�ZHHN��ZDLW-
LQJ�WR�KHDU�IURP�6FRWW�6WRVVHO��
HGLWRU� RI� 7KH� $WODQWLF� PDJD-
]LQH�� +H� ZDVQ·W� WKHUH� WR� WDON�
DERXW� KLV� UHOLJLRQ�� EXW� DERXW�
KLV� SKRELDV� ²� ZKLFK� LQFOXGH�
cheese and vomiting – and 
SURPRWH�KLV�QHZ�ERRN�

:KLOH� QRW� \RXU� W\SL-
FDO� V\QDJRJXH� FRQYHUVDWLRQ��
LW� VKRZHG� KRZ� WKH� YHQXH��
NQRZQ�DV�6L[WK�DQG�,��LV�ERRP-
LQJ�DV�D�FXOWXUDO�KXE�IRU�ERWK�
the Jewish and D.C. com-
PXQLWLHV�� 2YHU� WKH� SDVW� \HDU��
LWV� SHZV� ZHUH� SDFNHG� ZKHQ�
135�KRVWV�ZLWK�WKLFN�ULPPHG�
JODVVHV�KHOG�WDONV�DQG�HYHQ�DV�
LQGLH� URFNHUV� 'HHUKXQWHU� KLW�
the stage.

´6RPH� SHRSOH� HYHQ� VD\�
we have turned it into a night-
FOXE�µ� WKH� H[HFXWLYH� GLUHFWRU�

Esther Foer said before the 
ERRN�WDON�ODVW�ZHHN��´%XW�LW·V�D�
SODFH�ZKHUH�\RX�FRPH�WR�HQMR\�
ZKDW�\RX�ZDQW�WR�HQMR\�DQG�EH�
ZKR�\RX�DUH�µ

$V�ZRUG�KDV�VSUHDG��6L[WK�
DQG� ,� KDV� UHJXODUO\� PD[HG�
RXW� LWV� FDSDFLW\�� ,W� FRPPRQO\�
KRVWV��DOO�DW�RQFH��D�ZHOO�NQRZQ�
VSHDNHU�LQ�WKH�6DQFWXDU\��IDLWK�
ZRUNVKRSV� LQ� WKH� FODVVURRPV�
DQG�WDONV�LQ�WKH�6RFLDO�+DOO�

0XOWL�GHQRPLQDWLRQDO�DQG�
QRQ�PHPEHUVKLS� EDVHG�� WKH�
synagogue is now “bursting 
DW� WKH� VHDPV�µ� VDLG� +DQQDK�
2UHQVWHLQ��D������DOXPQD�DQG�
the communications manager 
for Sixth and I.

They host author readings 
DQG� UXQQLQJ� FOXEV�� 6KDEEDW�
services and an education se-
ULHV�FDOOHG�´6L[WK�DQG�8�µ�7KH�
HYHQWV�UXQ�WKH�JDPXW��PDNLQJ�
WKH�V\QDJRJXH�D�SODFH�RI�FRP-
PXQLW\��2UHQVWHLQ�VDLG�

´0RVW� RI� WKH� SHRSOH�ZKR�
FRPH� WR� 6L[WK� DQG� ,� IHHO� OLNH�
WKH\·YH�IRXQG�WKLV�SODFH�µ�VKH�

H[SODLQHG��́ ,W·V�QRW�OLNH�WKH������
&OXE� RU� WKH� 9HUL]RQ� &HQWHU�
ZKHUH�LW·V�D�UHDOO\�ZHOO�NQRZQ�
'�&�� ODQGPDUN�� DOWKRXJK� ZH�
KRSH�IRU�LW�WR�EH�WKDW�RQH�GD\�µ

6L[WK�DQG�,�ZDV�ÀUVW�HVWDE-
OLVKHG�LQ������WR�KRXVH�D�-HZ-
LVK� FRQJUHJDWLRQ�� DQG� VHUYHG�
WKDW�SXUSRVH�XQWLO������ZKHQ�
its membership base grew out 
RI� WKH� EXLOGLQJ�� $Q� $IULFDQ�
0HWKRGLVW� (SLVFRSDO� FKXUFK�
WKHQ� ERXJKW� WKH� VSDFH�� DQG�
ZDV�KRXVHG�WKHUH�XQWLO������

5HDOWRUV� WKHQ� DGYHUWLVHG�
6L[WK�DQG�,�DV�D�JRRG�SODFH�IRU�
D�QLJKWFOXE��XQWLO� WKUHH�GHYHO-
RSHUV� ZLWK� GLͿHUHQW� -HZLVK�
EDFNJURXQGV� ²� 6KHOWRQ�=XFN-
HUPDQ��$EH�3ROOLQ�DQG�'RXJ-
ODV�-HPDO�²�VZRRSHG�LQ�WR�VDYH�
WKH�EXLOGLQJ��2UHQVWHLQ�VDLG�LW�
ZDV�WKH�GHYHORSHUV·�DWWLWXGH�RI�
´DFW�ÀUVW��WKLQN�ODWHUµ�WKDW�WRRN�
KROG�DW�6L[WK�DQG�,�

“You do not have to be 
-HZLVK� WR� ZDON� WKURXJK� RXU�
GRRUV�µ� VDLG�.D\OHQ�3RUHW]N\��
D������DOXPQD�ZKR�LV�WKH�V\Q-

agogue’s Live Entertainment 
Associate. “We are trying – in 
the music and the arts depart-
PHQW�²�WR�EH�WKDW�SODFH�WR�FXOWL-
YDWH�UHODWLRQVKLSV�ZLWK�SHRSOH�
ULJKW�EHIRUH�WKH\�PDNH�LW�ELJ�µ

This progression has been 
PDGH� SRVVLEOH� E\� WKH� LQÁX[�
RI� \RXQJ� SURIHVVLRQDOV� DQG�
FROOHJH�DJHG� VWXGHQWV� LQ� WKH�
'�&�� DUHD�� ZKR� KDYH� KHOSHG�
the Sixth and I community 
JDLQ� SRSXODULW\�� 7KLV� VXSSRUW�
KDV��LQ�WXUQ��DOORZHG�WKH�V\QD-
gogue to get creative as they 
SODQ� HYHQWV�� NQRZLQJ� WKH\�
GRQ·W�QHFHVVDULO\�KDYH�WR�VWLFN�
to conservative chats.

´$� ORW� RI� SHRSOH� FRPH�
KHUH�DQG�DVN�LI�WKH\�FDQ�FXUVH�
RQ�VWDJH��RU�LI�WKH\�FDQ�VD\�DOO�
of these things that are part 
RI� WKHLU� VKRZ�µ�3RUHW]N\�VDLG��
“We had an artist in Decem-
EHU� DVN�XV� LI� WKH\� FRXOG�GR� D�
Christmas song. And we are 
FRPSOHWHO\� DOO� DERXW� IUHHGRP�
of speech – do your show. We 
DUH�QRW�VTXHDPLVK�DW�DOO�µ

CARSON ROLLERI
HATCHET STAFF WRITER

6th and I Synagogue reels in young crowds

BY KAROLINA RAMOS

USED UNDER THE CREATIVE 
COMMONS LICENSE

choppy guitar lines

HANNAH ORENSTEIN
COMMUNICATIONS MANAGER

''

It’s not like the 

9:30 Club or the 

Verizon Center 

where it’s a really 

well-known D.C. 

landmark, although 

we hope for it to be 

that one day.

ELISE APELIAN | SENIOR 
STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Sixth and I is booming 
as a cultural venue for 
both the Jewish and D.C. 
communities. The historic 
synagogue was first 
established in 1908 to house 
a Jewish congregation.
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From Page 1

FOFAC will move out of Amsterdam, Dakota to house juniors
sophomore halls to juniors, 
which will force some popu-
lar living programs out of 
those buildings.

For years, he said, GW 
tried to lure juniors to live on 
FDPSXV�E\�RͿ�HULQJ�WKHP�WKH�
newest properties, which are 
also the most expensive and 
fuel the University’s “dorms 
like palaces” reputation.

“Because some of that 
choice is going away, [the 
KRXVLQJ� R��FH@� QHHGV� WR� EH�
more and we need to be eve-
rything to everyone,” he said.

:HLQVKHO� VDLG� KLV� R��FH�
was also responding to a re-
port by the Student Associa-
tion and Residence Hall As-
sociation that found last fall 

that students living in sopho-
more and junior housing pay 
about $3,000 more each year 
than upperclassmen living 
RͿ��FDPSXV�

Rising juniors have been 
drawn to Ivory Tower, with 
its full kitchens, lounges and 
basement food court. But 
quads there cost $12,650 and 
doubles are priced at $13,800.

Students pay $11,500 
for a year in Dakota triples 
or quads. The hall includes 
apartment-style rooms and a 
VWXG\�ORXQJH�RQ�WKH�À�UVW�Á�RRU��
decked out with a couch and 
vending machines.

Mitchell Hall, which of-
fers singles with communal 
bathrooms for $9,700, is more 
than 80 years old and has 
stirred student complaints 

about leaks, fungus and bro-
ken ceilings in recent years.

In another switch, GW 
ZLOO� SODFH� D��QLW\� JURXSV�
in Amsterdam Hall, which 
now houses sophomores 
and juniors. The Focus on 
Fall Abroad Community, a 
program that has since 2005 
RͿ�HUHG�$PVWHUGDP�TXDGV�WR�
students who travel during 
WKH� VWXG\� DEURDG� RͿ��VHDVRQ��
will move to 1959 E St.

7KH� KRXVLQJ� VKX��H� LV�
one in a series of housing ad-
justments that GW has made 
over the last year.

GW moved sophomores 
into the previously strictly 
upperclassman Amsterdam 
Hall this fall once GW began 
gutting three underclassmen 
halls to construct the new 

building known as the “su-
perdorm.” Transfer students 
were also placed in Mitchell 
Hall to make room for fresh-
men in Lafayette.

The $130 million mega-
dorm at the center of campus 
will also make room for up-
perclassmen now housed in 
City Hall, which will see its 
lease expire in 2016. The Uni-
versity agreed to let the lease 
expire as part of its 2007 cam-
pus plan, which promised 
Foggy Bottom neighbors that 
GW would work to phase out 
undergraduate housing far 
from central campus.

Residence Hall Asso-
ciation president Kyle Webb 
said the move was part of 
GW’s commitment to that 
plan.

“From my perspective, 
GW is really doing a great 
job of trying to meet their re-
TXLUHPHQWV� DQG� À�W� VWXGHQWV�
needs,” Webb said.

In another cost-saving 
move, students who apply 
for housing this spring will be 
able to indicate the room size 
they would prefer. Weinshel 
said the old system would 
try to place a student with 
one roommate, for example, 
in a double instead of a quad, 
even though a four-person 
room is generally less expen-
sive.

Weinshel said the ex-
penses of building and run-
ning residence halls at an 
urban university justify their 
prices. The payments cover 
how much GW shells out for 

its debt.
“The cost of doing busi-

ness in Washington, D.C. is 
high, and that’s why we just 
can’t lower it,” he said.

Sen. Omeed Firouzi, U-
At-Large, who has criticized 
GW’s housing policy, said the 
VKX��H�ZRXOG� ´HQVXUH� WKHUH�
will be some cheaper options 
for students than we initially 
believed.”

“Having said that, I hope 
there will still be, as usual, 
À�QDQFLDO�KHOS�DYDLODEOH� IURP�
the University for students 
struggling to make ends 
meet,” he said. Firouzi has 
proposed that GW allow jun-
LRUV�ZKR�UHFHLYH�À�QDQFLDO�DLG�
WR�OLYH�RͿ��FDPSXV�

–Brianna Gurciullo 
contributed reporting.
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To place a classified ad, 
go to gwhatchet.com and click on 
CLASSIFIEDS in the upper right corner. 
For all other ads, email 
ads@gwhatchet.com 
or call 202-994-7682.

MERCHANTSPAGE

To play: Complete the grid 
so that every row, column 
and every 3x3 box contains 
the digits 1 to 9. There is not 
guessing or math involved, 
just use logic to solve.

Solution

&UHDWH�DQG�VROYH�\RXU
6XGRNX�SX]]OHV�IRU�)5((�
3OD\�6XGRNX�DQG�ZLQ�SUL]HV�DW�

RTK\GUWFQMW�EQO
7KH�6XGRNX�6RXUFH�RI�´7KH�*:�+DWFKHWµ�

Solution

7KH�6XGRNX�6RXUFH�RI�´7KH�*:�+DWFKHWµ�

MERCHANTS
Run your ad on this page in a business card size. 

Full color for
 $75/week 

To participate contact our advertising sales 
department at 

(202) 994-7682
Deadline: Wednesday, 4pm for next Monday’s issue



More than two dozen students 
will fly to the Winter Olympics next 
week, entering a country plagued 
by worldwide travel warnings.

Lisa Neirotti, associate professor 
of tourism and sport management 
who has planned a dozen student 
trips to the Olympic games, said her 
class has talked extensively about 
safety in Russia and has created an 
emergency plan in case of threats.

“I tell the students: Be mindful 
of your surroundings, stay away 
from any type of protest and don’t 
antagonize any locals. We are guests 
in this country,” said Neirotti, who 
received nearly 40 applications for 
the trip.

The U.S. State Department is-
sued a travel alert last week advis-
ing Americans to be vigilant about 
security after Russian police found 
six bodies and abandoned cases of 
explosives near Sochi.

The Russian government has 
deployed more than 50,000 police 
and military personnel for the event. 

Border guards will scan all passen-
gers and bags at train stations, and 
surveillance cameras will watch 
over public spaces. Organizers ex-
pect more than 80,000 spectators to 
attend the games each day.

Megan Collins, also a gradu-
ate student, said she will be extra 

vigilant but knows that security is 
always a concern for events on the 
scale of the Olympics.

“It’s definitely a concern, but 
you can’t let an opportunity like this 
go by because of a ‘what if,’ said Col-
lins, who has attended the Olympics 
three times so far.

During the 12-day-long trip, the 
27 students will meet with athletes 
and Olympic officials, including 
1984 gold medalist Nawal El Mout-
awakel, the official consulting firm 
for Sochi 2014 and the producer of 
the opening ceremony.

Elana Meyers, an Olympic 
bobsledder and GW alumna, won 
a bronze medal in the last Winter 
Olympics and will head to Sochi 
to compete again. The 29-year-old 
holds degrees from the School of 
Public Health and Health Services 
and the School of Business.

The student group, which in-
cludes 24 graduate students and 
three undergraduates, will remain 
in the Olympic space – with its tight 
security – for the majority of the trip, 
senior Trofym Anderson said.

He added that his only fear is 
traveling between the airport and 
venue, particularly after the State 
Department warned travelers to be 
cautious of public transportation.

“I don't plan to go venturing 
around Russia,” said Anderson, 
who also took the course when stu-
dents traveled to London for the 
Summer Olympics.

Neirotti created GW’s three-
credit class in 1992, which helps 
students learn about the games ho-
listically while also learning about 
details related to their specific field. 
Students will then write a paper on 
a subject of their choice that includes 
data and insight collected while at 
the games, such as how large events 
like the Olympics affect the local 
community.

The trip, which was created for 
tourism students in the business 
school, is also open to those study-
ing hospitality or sports manage-
ment in the business school and 
international affairs students inter-
ested in Russian politics.

Todd Wegner, a graduate stu-
dent working toward a masters in 
business administration, said he 
wants to learn about the effects of 
the games on those involved from 
the start.

“This is a great opportunity to 
see firsthand the legacy of the event 
and how the Olympics will affect 
the people in the long run, being 
able to see both the good and the 
bad that can come from events like 
this,” Wegner said.

Wins have a way of 
masking teams’ flaws.

The Colonials’ 15-3 re-
cord, including a huge home 
win over VCU last week, 
had been the blush over one 
of GW’s biggest blemishes 
for the past few weeks: the 
paltry production of leading 
scorer Maurice Creek.

Not only were Creek’s 
shots missing, but mental 
mistakes – like stepping out 
of bounds – were leaving 
fans shaking their heads. 
Head coach Mike Lonergan 
remained confident.

“Mo Creek’s going 
to get hot again, that’s for 
sure,” Lonergan said after 
his team’s 69-56 win over 
Rhode Island two weeks 
ago, in which Creek scored 
just four points.

Creek’s performance 
Saturday in St. Bonaven-
ture’s raucous arena re-
warded that confidence. The 
graduate transfer student 
rediscovered his stroke, 
leading all scorers with 21 
points, while sinking five 
three-pointers to help GW 
break away for the 79-71 vic-
tory.

Creek’s production may 
mean he’s back – or it may 
mean he was never really 
gone. Shooters are bound 
to have rough patches, any-
way, he said. Maybe more 
telling, Creek’s skid shows 
the Colonial offense can 
adapt when it needs to.

“Nobody’s gonna have 
a perfect game every day,” 
Creek said. “Coach has been 
on my back about just stay-
ing mindful of being a scorer 
for this team and being a 
leader for this team.”

The guard’s resurgence 
gives GW a backcourt boost 
with nagging injuries of 
guards Joe McDonald and 
Kethan Savage. McDonald 
has dealt all season with a 
hip injury – one that could 

require surgery after the sea-
son. Savage, meanwhile, just 
suffered an ankle sprain that 
has him playing day-to-day.

“Creek gives them 
another dimension. They 
didn’t have that shooter 
last year, and against us he 
shoots 5-10,” St. Bonaven-
ture head coach Mark 
Schmidt said Monday.

 When the season be-
gan, not many would’ve ex-
pected Creek to become the 
clutch, go-to scorer that he 
has turned into. His game-
winning shot against Mary-
land last month made his 
presence known throughout 
college basketball.

As his profile rose, de-
fenses took note.

Opponents began to 
key in, putting their best 
defender on him and keep-
ing a hand in his face at all 
times. Even with the mo-
tion offense that Lonergan 
likes to run, Creek couldn’t 
find separation. When team-
mates set him screens, the 
defenders fought through 
them. When Creek roamed 
the three-point line, defend-
ers’ eyes stalked him.

The result: a combined 
6-25 shooting from the field 
and 2-14 shooting from be-
hind the arc in the first three 
conference games. In two 
straight games, he would 
not hit a three. His scoring 
average slowly declined, 
dropping from 16.3 points 
per game – where it hovered 
for four games – down to 
14.1.

In those games where 
Creek struggled, though, 
the Colonials’ inside game 
began to flourish. Sopho-

more Kevin Larsen re-
corded back-to-back career 
performances, scoring 17 
points against Rhode Island 
and then a career-high 22 
against VCU. Senior Isaiah 
Armwood complemented 
his frontcourt partner with 
three consecutive double-
double performances.

Even though Creek’s 
production was modest, he 
was still in defenders’ heads.

“The addition of Mo 
Creek gives them, certainly, 
a guy that you just have to 
really account for,” VCU 
head coach Shaka Smart said 
after his team’s 76-66 loss to 
GW. The Bonnies responded 
differently. They packed in 
the paint with 7-footer Yous-
sou Ndoye and let Creek 
hurt them from outside if he 
could.

He did.
Creek’s 21-point night 

solidified Lonergan’s de-
cision to keep him in the 
starting lineup over the 
surging Patricio Garino. 
It’s likely Lonergan wants 

to make sure his 
team doesn’t re-
vert back to last 
year’s perfor-
mances, when 
the Colonials 
finished dead 
last in the At-
lantic 10 in 
three-point 
shooting.

GAMES
OF THE WEEK

THE

NUMBER 
CRUNCH

Sports
The number of events won by women’s swimming’s senior Caroline Myers 

in GW’s 160.5-94.5 over Georgetown Saturday.

The Colonials surprised the Hawks 
in their last meeting, pulling off the 
74-67 upset victory. Saint Joseph’s 
will be looking for a taste of revenge 
on GW’s homecourt.

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
vs. Saint Joseph’s

The No. 74 ranked Colonials will 
wrap up their fi rst week of the spring 
season with a tough matchup on the 
road against the Big Red.

MEN’S TENNIS

Ithaca, NY
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Just in time, Creek awakens from shooting slumber

NICK ONG
SPORTS EDITOR

FAIRFAX, Va. – A healthy 
Megan Nipe beat then-No. 
10 California earlier this sea-
son. An active Jonquel Jones 
beat last year’s Atlantic 10 
Champion Saint Joseph’s on 
the road. But Nipe’s recent 
knee injury has prevented the 
two from playing meaningful 
minutes together.

The right knee brace Nipe 
is wearing won’t be going 
anywhere, but the injury will 
no longer sideline her. The 
team’s current leading scorer 
has been slowly working to-
ward regaining her top form 
from the beginning of the 
year.

“I know it’s going to take 
a while to get back to that role 
I had before. I got hurt and 
that’s a personal thing that I 
have, to say, ‘I’m frustrated 
with myself and realize that 
game by game it’s going to 
take some time,” Nipe said.

In her first game back last 
week, Nipe was limited to 10 
minutes of play – stunted by 
re-aggravating her knee when 
diving for a loose ball. Her grit 
was on full display in an 
e v e n - tual 21-point 
l o s s to A-10 

powerhouse 
Dayton.

In her second game back 
at George Mason Saturday 
night, she finished with eight 
points in 19 minutes – one 
more point and nine more 
minutes than her first game.

She nailed a three at the 
close of the first half to give 
GW a seven-point lead, but 
on her followthrough a Patri-
ots defender knocked into her 
legs. No call and hopefully no 
extra worries as Nipe limped 
into the locker room for half-
time.

Throughout the past two 
games, Nipe has struggled 
getting up and down the 
court as quickly as she once 
did. When Mason scored an 
uncontested layup on a fast-
break, Nipe trailed far behind. 
Opponents have rebounded 
over and around her while 
Nipe spends much of her 
time away from contact on the 
three-point line.

Nipe said she also needs 
to get comfortable with the 
brace on her right knee. Her 
brace isn’t slowing her down, 
she said, but it certainly adds 
some weight to her leg. She 
wore one in high school on the 
opposite knee, but said there 
is no timetable to getting over 
the distraction or returning to 
the starting lineup.

“That’s something that’s 

here to stay. It’s my new 
friend,” Nipe joked.

The team’s offensive 
strategy has changed since 
Nipe’s return to the court, 
though, as the Colonials have 
transitioned from a team that 
swings the ball around the arc 
to one that constantly looks 
for chances inside.

In her absence, the Colo-
nials have been thriving on the 
inside with sophomore trans-
fer Jones in the post, hoping to 
establish the perfect weapon 
for a legitimate inside-outside 
offensive threat.

Graduate student Danni 
Jackson compared the state 
of the offense to that of the 
“Lob City” affair put on by the 
NBA’s Los Angeles Clippers.

“We don’t want to be the 
Clippers, we want to be better 
than the Clippers,” Jackson 
said. “We like the [Chris Paul] 
and Blake Griffin we have 
now.”

Nipe, along with Jackson, 
can provide the experienced 
leadership GW needs. But 
the team will not be its most 
dangerous until Jackson has 
the ability to distribute to both 
Jones and a healthy Nipe.

There were times against 
the Patriots Saturday when 
the floor was completely 
spread: Jackson dribbling the 
ball at the top of the key with 
Jones on the right block and 
Nipe behind the arc on the left 
side. It looked like a complete 
and intimidating offense.

When they are all on 
the floor at the same time 
Wednesday in a rematch 
against the Lady Hawks, 
the combination will be on 
display. GW will just need 
a hobbling Nipe to continue 
her production alongside 
Jones and Jackson.

“I know [Nipe’s] doing 
a tough thing and she’s out 
there battling for us and the 
team. So seeing her out there 
playing with us makes me 
want to work harder and do 
more stuff for the team,” Jones 
said.
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JOSH SOLOMON

Students cautious as class heads to Russian Winter Olympics
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Healthy Nipe is missing piece for possible ‘Big Three’

MEN’S BASKETBALL

vs. VCU W, 76-67

W, 79-71

Jan. 26

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
at Dayton L, 90-69

Jan. 22

STARS BEGIN TO ALIGN FOR COLONIALS

         
            

MEGAN NIPE
Graduate student forward
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