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Supporters of Student Association candidates hang posters outside the Academic Center on Friday less than a week before polls open for the top student advocacy positions. Elections will be held Wednesday and Thursday.

Gumas front-runner in battle of seasoned senators
Two-time senator Gumas would be
first openly gay SA president

Egel-Weiss, top senator, touts
experience with campus groups

EVA PALMER

LUCAS KUO
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GW is often considered one of the friendliest campuses in the country for lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender students, but has never
had an openly gay president of the Student Association.
That would change if Nick Gumas wins
the election this week. The junior has become
the frontrunner in the smallest race for SA president in recent memory, picking up endorsements from the largest student groups across
campus and far more than competitor and fellow SA senator Daniel Egel-Weiss.
Gumas, who has been president of the
largest LGBT student organization Allied in
Pride for two years, is not running with gay issues on his platform. But he said his experience
writing non-discrimination policies into the
SA bylaws and planning the event Allied in
Greek – a drag contest between fraternities
to raise money for charity – were some of

As the second-highest leader of the Student Association senate, Daniel Egel-Weiss
said he knows all the right people to accomplish each of his goals on his platform for
president.
Egel-Weiss, a two-time SA senator with a

If elected president, Gumas says he
won’t need to change much about his
leadership or lobbying style.

tee, has branded himself as the “consensusdriven candidate” and said he has worked
with nearly every student group on campus.
He said he knows the key issues that organizations face, from the costs of hosting events to
getting out the word about them.
“I think that my record of leadership in
the senate shows that I’m able to hear a lot of
opinions and make a very educated judgment
based on those,” he said.
As a senator last year, Egel-Weiss
croloan program for student organizations. Under the system,
cash-strapped student organizations can borrow up to $500
from the SA to hold fundraisers
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At Smith Center, building
new home-court hostility
SEAN HURD
CONTRIBUTING SPORTS EDITOR

O

utside the Smith Center on
Saturday afternoon – the
day after Valentine’s Day
– the adoration for the men’s basketball team was palpable. Ticket
game swarm and NBC satellite
trucks lined F Street as fans shufthe arena.
GW went into Saturday’s
matchup undefeated at home this
season, building what Massachusetts head coach Derek Kellogg
would call a “hostile environment” after his team broke that
streak. But nurturing that hostility
– and creating a home-court advantage – takes work.
For those groups charged
with breeding GW fervor for two
hours every home game, game
day is a meticulously calculated
cues and song selections that try
to cover fans in goosebumps.
From the athletics department’s
marketing team to the student
groups Colonial Army and Colonial Brass, a winning basketball
team makes those routines more
critical.
“There’s a lot of behind-the-

MENTAL HEALTH ON CAMPUS

After suicide
attempt, student
recounts struggle
with UCC staff

There’s a lot of
behind-the-scenes
stuff going on to keep
momentum in
the gym.

CHLOÉ SORVINO
NEWS EDITOR

NICOLE EARLY
ASSISTANT ATHLETIC DIRECTOR
mentum in the gym,” said Nicole
Early, assistant athletic director for
marketing and tickets.
With three sellouts so far this
season and a 19-win team in the
top tier of the A-10, enthusiasm is
back at a University often derided
by its own students for a lack of
school spirit.
“We don’t have football, so
we feel that our job is to build a
product and I feel we are doing
that,” athletics director Patrick
Nero said. “For what you consider
the GW community – current students, alumni, Foggy Bottom residents and D.C. residents – this is
the only time that all of those parties can come together, and that’s
at GW basketball games.”
See BASKETBALL Page 8
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See SA Page 5

Weeks after Kelly tried to commit suicide
three years ago, she told a University Counseling
Center psychologist that she wanted to end sessions there to focus just on outside therapy.
Then the counselor told her that the decision
could lead to her expulsion, she said.
“They were saying ‘We’re going to call the
dean and the dean is going to kick you out.’ That’s
a scary thing to hear as a sophomore,” Kelly said,
speaking on the condition that she only be identiAlready spending thousands of dollars for
appointments with outside specialists, Kelly said
she didn’t want to continue paying for UCC sessions, which she described as unhelpful and a
waste of her time.
Afraid that GW would force her out, Kelly transferred to a college closer to her home
in Pennsylvania, but decided to return a semester later because she missed the life she
had built at GW.
ANDREW GOODMAN | HATCHET STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
The Colonial Army roars during Saturday’s loss against Massachusetts
as guard Chaz Williams stands near the sideline. The Smith Center has
seen three sellout crowds this year after lagging in attendance last year.
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came forward to prevent other students from
facing similar situations. She said she was also
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by NICK RICE

CRIME LOG
DRUG LAW VIOLATION/LIQUOR LAW
VIOLATION
'SBODJT4DPUU,FZ)BMMooQN
Case closed

University Police Department assisted GW
Housing with an administrative search that
yielded fake IDs, alcohol, about 5 grams of
marijuana and marijuana paraphernalia.
Referred for disciplinary action

ASSAULT ON A POLICE OFFICER/ASSAULT/
DRUG LAW VIOLATION/THREATS/
DISORDERLY CONDUCT
4PVUI)BMMooQN
Case closed

UPD responded to a domestic violence complaint
between a student resident and her boyfriend
who was visiting. Both had been drinking. The
to spit on an Metropolitan Police Department
paraphernalia in the student’s room.
Subjects arrested

DISORDERLY CONDUCT

5IF%BLPUBooUPBN
Case closed

A student reported that another student cut up a
piece of clothing and urinated on it in front of his
door.
Referred for disciplinary action
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POPULAR LAST WEEK
1

GW TRASHES
EXCHANGE
STUDENT’S
BELONGINGS

2

The student is seeking
 GSPN(8UP
DPNQFOTBUFGPSCFMPOHJOHT
that he had left in his room
over winter break.

FIVE MEMBERS
OF COLONIAL
CABINET FIRED

ON GWHATCHET.COM

3

Five students were fired
from Colonial Cabinet and
nearly two dozen others were
questioned after they were
caught with alcohol at an onDBNQVTQBSUZMBUFMBTUNPOUI

WORTH QUOTING

He loved what he did and
he never got discouraged
about it. And his teaching
evolved and got more
and more attuned to the
situation of our times.
PATRICIA GRIFFITH, &OHMJTIQSPGFTTPS 
BCPVUIFSIVTCBOE8JMMJBN(SJGåUI B
QIJMPTPQIZQSPGFTTPSXIPEJFEMBTUXFFL
BGUFSUFBDIJOHBU(8GPSZFBST

MEET YOUR
MATCH: TINDER
AND GRINDR

There’s a more efficient
dating system for college
DBNQVTFT-PPLUISPVHI
ZPVSTFMFDUJPOPGQPUFOUJBM
NBUDIFTBOEiTXJQFw
QBTUUIPTFZPVEPOUåOE
attractive.

WATCH
ONLINE

VISUALIZED
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BDPOUFTUIPTUFECZUIF8BTIJOHUPO
%$4OPXCBMM'JHIU"TTPDJBUJPO
Video by Zach Montellaro
& Shannon Dragsbaek

THIS WEEK
Tuesday, Feb. 18

Find Your First Internship or
Part-Time Job
Get job hunting and networking
strategies from the Center for
Career Services.
Marvin Center Room 302
tQN

Thursday, Feb. 20
Crime Prevention and Personal
Safety Panel
UPD and the Office of Health
and Safety discuss how students
DBOBWPJEDSJNFBOEQSFQBSFGPS
emergency scenarios.
.BSWJO$FOUFStQN

Wednesday, Feb. 19
American Women and
Sports Panel

(FOEFSBOEBUIMFUJDTFYQFSUTo
including New York Times editor Jill
"HPTUJOPoTQFBLBCPVUUIFIJTUPSZ
BOEGVUVSFPGXPNFOTTQPSUT
+BDL.PSUPO"VEJUPSJVNtQN

Saturday, Feb. 22
GW Animal Advocates
Presents: Puppy Love

1MBZXJUIQVQQJFTBOEFBUTXFFU
treats.
,PHBO1MB[BtQN
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the candidates
nick gumas

Student volunteers undergo training on a variety of issues from
crisis management, sexual violence and self esteem. I want to
bring this model to GW to make our mental health services more
efficient, to provide students with more opportunities to get
involved, and to help de-stigmatize mental health treatment.

Gumas has said his platform is nearly entirely cost-neutral, but to
have a semester-long training program would likely require academic
support from faculty, not just graduate students, as he proposed.

daniel egel-weiss

Reform 4-RIDE so that students receive two texts ("en route" and
"arrived") and are prioritized if they are waiting alone.
Darrell Darnell, the chief safety officer, said during the 2012
campaign season that the system would be nearly impossible to
reform to prioritize single riders.

DEEPA SHIVARAM | HATCHET STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Junior Philip Horowitz tapes a campaign poster for Student Association presidential candidate Nick Gumas onto the Academic
Center on Friday. Gumas has pledged to create a peer counseling program and make for-credit internships cheaper.

Top SA candidates narrow platforms,
steer away from sweeping goals
MARY ELLEN MCINTIRE
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

paul lisbon

I want to see the University provide incentives to students who
want to participate in community activities because we all know
our time and knowledge is valuable.
Students who participate in service days already receive a free
t-shirt, free lunch and free transportation to and from the site, the
buses for which one administrator said costs $20,000.

chris stillwell

The renovations to Gelman Library have provided students with
better student space and technology for studying. However, the
rest of the building still requires additional refurbishments. The
University should replace chalkboards with whiteboards and
replace old desks and chairs throughout the building.
Gelman Library received a rare allocation of $16 million for its
entrance floor renovation. With historically poor fundraising and a
$4 million operating budget to fund competing demands such as new
collections, it’s unlikely that Gelman will get more upgrades in the
next year.

avra bossov

We worked this year to persuade the administration to relocate
Student Health Service and the University Counseling Center to a
central on-campus location – now, let’s make sure that operating
hours are increased and more staff are hired to offer higher-quality
services in the GW health services center.
The University Counseling Center’s budget has taken a hit since GW
began offering all students six free sessions two years ago. GW has
also poured several thousand dollars into the center since then, with
the budget remaining tight.

ian crueldad

Ensure that people who live in dorms will receive two meals a
day on top of Colonial Cash. There are many people who use their
money right away and end up not having enough food for the rest
of the semester. Students can use Colonial Cash for other school
expenses.
This would require the University to fund thousands of students’
meals, as well as huge increases in staff and supplies to its campus
dining halls.

Under federal mandate, sexual violence training to expand
COLLEEN MURPHY &
BRIANNA GURCIULLO
HATCHET EDITORS

Professor of 50 years remembered for ‘gentlemanly manner’
BRIANNA GURCIULLO
NEWS EDITOR

Philosophy professor William

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE
PHILOSOPHY DEPARTMENT

–Zaid Shoorbajee and Cory
Weinberg contributed reporting.

Opinions
'FCSVBSZ t1BHF

WHAT THE UNIVERSITY WON'T TALK ABOUT THIS WEEK
The feasbility of ideas on SA candidate platforms (p. 1)

FROM

THE FORUM

“The election’s spending limit is too high, creating an
unequal playing field and an incentive to spend on frivolous
and gimmicky t-shirts, buttons and even shot glasses.”
blogs.gwhatchet.com/theforum
–WRITER KINJO KIEMA, on campaign spending in Student Association elections. Feb. 12

EDITORIAL BOARD ENDORSEMENTS

AVRA
BOSSOV
for executive vice president

NICK GUMAS
for Student Association president

T

he four candidates for executive vice president come armed
with ideas to help students pay
less, feel safer and form a better
community. But most of these

description of the Student Association’s
second-in-command.
Junior Avra Bossov was the only candidate to present a clear understanding of

lobby to bulk up the SA’s budget last year.
But only Gumas has demonstrated the
forethought to put together goals that tackle
high-level but achievable issues like student
candidates’ platforms and a discussion with
the editorial board, we endorse Nick Gumas
for SA president.
Gumas’ mix of goals are diverse and
items and ones with longevity that later SA
administrations can continue. By using his
role as a senator this year to help spearhead
plans to bring GW’s health and counseling
centers to campus, he has made tight connections with administrators in Rice Hall
and University Counseling Center director
Silvio Weisner.
This head start leads into what he told
us would be his main goal as SA president:
creating a peer counseling program in the
on the student body as a whole, given the
pervasiveness of mental health concerns
among college-aged students. Of Americans aged 18 to 24, over one in four struggle
with issues such as anxiety and depression,
according to the National Alliance on Mental Illness.
With the peer counseling initiative, Gumas would help make progress in solving
a grave issue with little cost to the University. Gumas is using Cornell’s successful
peer counseling program as a model, while
also picking up on the momentum of SA
president Julia Susuni and executive vice
president Kostas Skordalos, who have spent
months lobbying for the consolidated Student Health Service and UCC move.
He knows that the peer initiative may not
be completed under his tenure as president,
given that he must assess best practices, help
GW recruit the program’s leadership and determine how to carefully train the counselors.
However, because it aligns with the current
SA’s long-term agenda, future administrations
can easily pick up his progress.
Egel-Weiss, on the other hand, has nothing on his platform related to the UCC or
SHS, despite including mental and physical
well-being as a key tenet of his platform.
cultivated over the past year.
The SA presidency requires taking the ba-

appears aware of this. Egel-Weiss’ platform
involves starting anew, but not necessarily in
a good way.
Two of his main goals are to eliminate
the $150 fee student organizations pay to rent
GWorld machines for events and ensure that
the 4-RIDE system prioritizes students who
are waiting alone. These resemble senatorial
ambitions, not presidential ones.
Egel-Weiss’ platform does, however, include one truly substantive agenda item: recruiting alumni to take on mentorship roles
for undergraduates and host them as interns
and long-term goal, it doesn’t seem feasible for
details of how the program would function,
Egel-Weiss could not deliver.
Egel-Weiss is charismatic, knowledgeable
about the University and considers how his
goals would be received by administrators,
not just students. But his thinking is far too
narrow and short-term.
This isn’t to say that Gumas’ platform
is air-tight, but he was able to mix lofty
goals with simple tasks, bringing an important balance to his platform.
Gumas’ second most important goal
is to push for students to receive free class
credit for their internships. Though tak-

perhaps by inviting student organizations
based on the day’s topic of discussion.
ident Julia Susuni, Bossov shows an
understanding of the current adminGo online
istration’s important long-term goals
to watch

GWHATCHET.COM

N

ick Gumas and Daniel EgelWeiss both have the resumes of
Student Association presidential
hopefuls. They have both spent
the past two years serving on the
SA and are well-connected to administrators.
Gumas, CCAS-U, leads the Senate’s student life committee and boasts a strong record
of pushing for anti-hazing protections and
more academic options for Columbian College
of Arts and Sciences students.
Egel-Weiss, the senate’s president pro tem-

position. Her plans to rejuvenate the SA
Senate and improve the quality of care at
the University Counseling Center require
stronger action plans, but would substantially improve student life. For these reasons, The Hatchet’s editorial board endorses Bossov for SA executive vice president.
The most important job of the EVP is
dents typically full of ambition but lacking
cohesion. She was the only candidate who
addressed this task in her platform. In fact,
when asked, she immediately listed it as
her number one priority.
Bossov wants to turn the SA Senate
into a forum where senators, administrators and students can discuss solutions to
campus issues. We see the value in facilitating collaboration among the groups that
make up the University, but this is not necessarily the right method. Senators themselves have been known for playing hooky
from the very sessions they were elected to
attend. We don’t think the average student
would jump at the chance to attend either.
What’s important is that Bossov knows
she needs to reexamine how the SA Sen-

critical, he exaggerates this initiative’s importance. The problem is mostly limited
to students who take internships for credit
over the summer.
During the academic year, students
can already take one-, two- or three-credit internships for no extra charge as long as they
stay under the 17-credit limit. They can even
take a zero-credit internship course in CCAS.
Gumas gives an over-complicated solution to
something easily remedied by an email blast
about the options that already exist.
He should, however, build on this goal by
While Gumas’ and Egel-Weiss’ student
government resumes are similar, the editorial
board’s endorsement came down to the most
dates: Gumas’ ability to see the presidency as
a continuum and Egel-Weiss’ neglect to think
past his single, year-long term.
Gumas openly acknowledges that his top
priority, the peer-counseling program, may
not be completed during his term, but he can
see its impact on the University years down
the line. He’s willing to do the legwork on

GW students.
If Gumas follows through with his goals,
he’ll be able to leave an immediate impact on
the University while laying the groundwork
for future SA administrations. And this speaks
louder than any resume.
Vote for Gumas for SA president Wednesday or Thursday.

endorsement
hearings
conducted
by The
Hatchet’s
editorial
board and
profiles
of the
presidential
candidates.

those of current SA presidential candidates.
When asked how her goals
would match up with those of either
Nick Gumas or Daniel Egel-Weiss,
she was the only EVP candidate

where she’d like to collaborate. To us,
this showed her ability to look at the
EVP position within an essential context: She would not work as a standalone leader, but rather as part of a team.
We did not see this awareness from her opponents, many of whom seemed to run on
watered-down presidential platforms.
Her platform’s overarching themes
reer services and campus community
They are topics that students care
about and have consistently thrown
their support behind. But we were
disappointed that Bossov did not include adequate detail on her projects,
suggesting a lack of research.
Her plans to improve the quality of
care at the UCC, re-work how students
receive campus crime alerts and ensure a
student voice in interdisciplinary academclear implementation strategies. Her current role on the SA should have given her
an edge in speaking in great detail on how
to move the levers at the University.
But this wasn’t a problem limited to
her platform alone. In fact, other candiAfter Bossov, Chris Stillwell’s experience as an SA senator makes him the
second-best pick for EVP. He showed institutional knowledge and the ability to
execute, and has already started taking

PHOTOS BY SAMUEL KLEIN | PHOTO EDITOR

meetings to lay the groundwork for his
platform. But unlike Bossov, his ideas only
regarded a small portion of the student
body. His main goal was to provide some
student veterans with priority registration,
which is respectable, but would serve just
300 students. There are 25,000 students at
GW.
And as an SA senator, Stillwell’s main
accomplishment has been shrouded in
secrecy. He has refused to release a report
that would outline the feasibility of putting
a student on the Board of Trustees, GW’s
top governing body. He said he fears that
releasing it would be viewed as a “political
stunt.”
He also declined to disclose the names
of administrators with whom he’d been
working on his veterans priority registration initiative.
To run a campaign full of secrets is the
true political stunt. Voters should be able
to judge Stillwell on what we consider his
main SA initiative. Neither the editorial
board nor the student body can judge a
candidate for election if he fails to be fully
transparent.
Paul Lisbon’s laundry list of goals to
overhaul Gelman Library, campus dining
and GWork were well-intentioned and
more student-focused than Stillwell’s. But
they stray toward wild idealism.
Many of his goals were predicated on
the belief that GW is a fundraising powerstudent life. While GW is a wealthy university, it is also battling budget constraints
and high debt. To convince administrators
to spend money on students, SA leaders
need a razor-sharp understanding of how
failed to display.
Ian Crueldad’s ideas did not acknowledge past or even current SA initiatives either, and they showed a similar disregard
was rooted in cutting costs for students,
but with no ideas of how to make up the
University’s losses. From overhauling dining to subsidizing international student expenses, the plans were radical and lacked
any hint of understanding of their impact
on the University.
Of all the candidates, we have the most
in line with those of the presidential candidates, especially Gumas’. If she focuses
her energy on advancing a president’s
better-organized agenda while reevaluating her own goals for the SA senate, she’ll
make a successful executive vice president.
Vote for Bossov for SA executive vice
president Wednesday or Thursday.
in the masthead indicates membership on the
editorial board. Opinions editor Justin Peligri
recused himself from the endorsement process.

Why you should vote in student government elections
Most days of the week, somebody asks us the question: “So what
does the Student Association actually do?”
It’s a fair question. At GW,
called the most politically active
school in the country, students often
perceive the SA as an organization
of budding politicians. But to us,
our roles are not focused on student
governance. Rather, they are about
student advocacy.
We don’t see the SA as a political
organization. We see it as a service
organization whose only agenda is
campus. Our job is to always put
GW experience could be improved
and to bring that feedback to the ta-
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Julia Susuni &
Kostas Skordalos
Op-Ed
ble during conversations with University administrators and faculty.
The student body will elect
a new group of SA leaders this
Wednesday and Thursday. The students elected this week will have
the opportunity to meet with top
University leaders and work on iniGW. With important issues facing
ects, student health, student space
-

tant than ever for student voices to
be represented.
By voting this week, you can
continue to increase student engagement with issues facing the
GW community, and give the next
SA leaders the backing they need to
advocate on your behalf.
The fact is, when backed by a
passionate student body, the SA can
have an amazing impact on campus.
This year, we have pushed adcapital investment by moving
Student Health Service and the
University Counseling Center to
campus. We’ve worked with Academic Technologies to increase
the number of Colonial Printing
kiosks around campus. Fueled by
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the outcry known as “GW Housing Horrors,” we worked with
administrators on a plan for extensive renovations to on-campus
residence halls and a reduction in
housing costs for juniors.
The SA’s projects this year have
succeeded because you put your
faith in us and asked us to speak on
your behalf. By voting for us, sending us your feedback, joining our focus groups and town hall meetings
and simply coming up to talk to us
in Kogan Plaza, you lent us your
voices.
Our successes this year
could not have happened without constant student feedback
and engagement that made administrators truly respect the

student perspective on life at
GW. They’ve worked to implement the changes you recommended because you made
your voices heard.
Student feedback and engagement helps SA leaders to
have conversations with University leadership.
Regardless of your involvement on campus, passion for
GW or knowledge about the
SA, we urge you to take a few
minutes to meet the candidates
and vote in the student body
elections this Wednesday and
Thursday.
–The writers are the current
Student Association president and
executive vice president.
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After battle with UCC, student warns of campus stigma
From Page 1
rattled by the suicide of freshman
Sean Keefer last month, and is concerned about a stigma surrounding
mental health at GW.
Kelly’s story is one that’s been
echoed at universities across the
struggle to ease troubled students
into treatment. Dozens of students have accused their universities of discriminating against
them – booting them out of dorms
or forcing them to withdraw –
when they sought help for their
mental health issues, as made
public in a Newsweek investigation last week.
University spokesman Dave
Andrews, who responded on behalf
of General Counsel, said he could
case, but that GW would not expel
students for a serious mental health
concern like a suicide attempt.
“We cannot speculate about
discussions held in past counseling

sessions, but there is no policy at the
University requiring that students
receiving services at UCC be involuntarily withdrawn on account of
suicidality,” Andrews wrote in a
statement.
Demand for counseling has
soared in recent years, and the University has invested heavily in hiring more counselors and planning a
move into a larger space that’s also
closer to campus.
GW also has an imperfect record with mental health services.
A former student sued GW in 2006
claiming that he was suspended as
a sophomore after he sought treatment for depression and suicidal
thoughts.
University
administrators
for failing to properly address issues
of mental health, instead being occupied by the potential liability of a
suicidal student.
zelon Center for Mental Health
Law, said universities cannot treat
students with mental health condi-

the Americans with Disabilities Act,
which names illnesses such as depression as disabilities that requires
accommodation just like physical
disabilities.
not have had legal grounds to expel
Kelly if she was continuing treatment with another counselor.
“As a student, if you’re responsibly seeking treatment and do not
minent harm, then they cannot be
spoken to the student. “You can’t
just kick people out because they
have disabilities, no matter how uncomfortable they make you.”
Seeking help
Kelly said she attempted suicide
just weeks before coming to campus for her sophomore year. After
spending time at a rehabilitation
center in August 2011, she was released into the UCC’s care. Her GW
counselor also told her she needed
to see an outside psychologist and

Gumas would be first gay president
From Page 1
“There are a whole lot of
things that I’ve worked on and
been successful with,” Gumas
said. “The approach that I’ve
used to accomplish those goals
in the past is the same approach
that I’ll use on these sort of larger university wide policies that
I’m advocating,” he said.
He’s pledged to boost mental health services by creating a
peer counseling program and
cutting student costs by removing the $3,000 fee for a threecredit internship.
Gumas said he narrowed
his platform to just a handful
of goals because he wanted to
be realistic about what he could
accomplish. He said much of his
work would involve administrators’ help – which he said was
crucial to any SA mission.
“It’s my job to be respectful
with administrators, but also to
be forceful with what students
want so we can work together
ground and make things better

for everyone,” he said.
He has touted student
health as a key issue after working with SA president Julia Susuni to help convince University leaders to make its campus
health centers more centrally
located. University President
Steven Knapp announced last
fall that both Student Health
Services and the University
Counseling Center would be
relocated, but on an uncertain
timetable.
Gumas also wants to allow
students to take for-credit internships during the year without paying the $1,300-per credit
fee. Dozens of students started
an online petition on the issue
ing University administrators to
begin counting students’ internships on their transcripts for free
– but as zero credit.
“The president of the SA’s
job is not to cater to a particular
interest or a facet of the campus.
that all students are facing and
advocate for solutions to those

problems, and I believe that’s
what my platform is,” Gumas
said.
Georgetown
University
elected a gay president of its
student government last year,
while American University
students elected a transgender
president two years ago.
Both the the Panhellenic
Association and Inter-Fraternity Council have urged its
members to vote for Gumas,
despite Egel-Weiss’ position
as president of Zeta Beta Tau.
president to not be involved
in Greek life in six years, defying what is historically a key
is one-third Greek.
Morgan Corr, chair of the
LGBT alumni association and
the SA’s executive vice president in 2005 and 2006, said the
election of an openly gay SA
president would make a statement about openness at GW.
“You’re electing a person
be gay,” he said.

psychiatrist, she said.
With weekly counseling visits, Kelly quickly used up her
six free sessions at the UCC and
became overwhelmed by out-ofpocket costs. When she told her
UCC counselor that she wanted
to end their sessions, she was
told she would be sent to the

College Health Association’s annual survey. About 10 percent of
college students have thought
about suicide within the past
year.
A former student, Jordan

A growing strain on
mental health centers
The number of students entering college with mental illness is on the rise nationwide,
and college mental health centers are scrambling to help diagnose and support a range of
conditions.
About 30 percent of college
students reported feeling “so

that GW suspended him after
admitting himself to the hospital
for suicidal thoughts.
Citing the school’s “psychological distress policy” and the
“endangering behavior policy,”
administrators immediately suspended Nott from the University, barred him from campus
property — including his dorm
room — and told him that he
would be trespassing and could
be arrested if found on campus
after discharge from the hospital. Nott and the University ultimately settled the case for an
undisclosed sum.
Andrews added that the
UCC is dedicated to helping stu-

function” at a point in the past
year, according to the American

challenges that may interfere
with their academic success.”

She said she was too scared
to move closer to home while
she battled the illness.

Egel-Weiss, top SA senator,
touts finance background
From Page 1
for their own programming.
He has spent the
last year as the senate’s
second-in-command, preparing legislation for the
the group.
Fundraising will play
a key role in boosting
student
organization’s
budgets under EgelWeiss’ plans. After meetthis year, Egel-Weiss said
he was inspired to start
a weekly newsletter for
campus groups to inform
others about their events
as well as allow organizations to “work together to
reach fundraising goals,”
he said.
He said a newslet-

ter managed by the SA
would be more accessible to students, and
said numbers show that
students opened more
emails from SA leaders
than from the Center for
Student Engagement.
The junior also wants
to eliminate the $150 fee
groups face for renting
the University’s GWorld
machines. For smaller
organizations, like some
theater groups, “the excessive amount” of fees
can cut into half of the
group’s revenue, he said.
Student safety is another key issue, with EgelWeiss pledging to reform
the campus shuttle service by alerting students
by text message when
their 4-Ride van is en
route and when it has arrived to cut down on the
vehicles’ idling time.

Like 2012 presidential
candidate John Bennett,
Egel-Weiss said he also
wants the 4-Ride system
to prioritize riders heading home alone at night
over larger groups of stuBy working with the GW
Transportation and Parkhe would push for new
software that would process requests so that the
smallest groups were prioritized.
GW spokesman Dave
currently assessing “ways
to enhance existing 4-Ride
Security Escort Service
communication alerts.”
“This includes an
evaluation of system
capabilities, timing of
messages, and the impact on the overall operation,” he said.
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THE

SCENE
THIS WEEK

ASAF AVIDAN

LAURA LIPPMAN

WHITE LIES

The singer, known for the hit “One
Day/Reckoning Song” with his
band Asaf Avidan & The Mojos, will
perform songs from his recently
released solo album.

Lippman is promoting her newest
psychological thriller called
“After I’m Gone,” a story about
a man’s disappearance and its
effects on his loved ones.

White Lies, an English postpunk band formerly known
as Fear of Flying, will play
songs from their latest album,
“Big TV.”

Sixth & I Historic Synagogue
Feb. 19, $25

THIS WEEK IN GW HISTORY

Politics and Prose Bookstore
Feb. 21, Free

9:30 Club
Feb. 22, $15

Feb. 22, 1929: President Calvin Coolidge speaks at the mid-winter
convocation of GW, discussing America’s foreign presence and supporting
detachment from strong international ties.

With Google Glass, a new perspective on art
National Portrait Gallery exhibition combines American cultural analysis with cutting-edge tech
CAILLEY LAPARA
HATCHET REPORTER

A 12-foot-long Amerithe National Portrait Gal-
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-

-

-

greater feeling of motiva-

the rippling exterior com-

SAM JOHNSON | HATCHET PHOTOGRAPHER

-

“Portrait of America,” featured at the National Portrait Gallery last weekend, was the first public art piece to use Google
Glass. Google Glass, a lightweight device that slips on like thin glasses, uses complex technology but minimalist design.
-

-

-

-

ence meant to recreate the

-

-

attention to a region of the

-

-
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A brunch to help forget cold days
NICK RICE
HATCHET STAFF WRITER

-

HATCHET FILE PHOTO

EL CENTRO D.F.
Where? 1819 14th St. NW
Brunch time? Saturday and
Sunday, 10:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Carded? Yes
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-

-

-

-

-

-

-
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MERCHANTS
PAGE

To place a classified ad,
go to gwhatchet.com and click on
CLASSIFIEDS in the upper right corner.
For all other ads, email
ads@gwhatchet.com
or call 202-994-7682.

MERCHANTS

Run your ad on this page in a business card size.

Full color for
$75/week
To participate contact our advertising sales
department at

(202) 994-7682

Deadline: Wednesday, 4pm for next Monday’s issue

Solution

To play: Complete the grid
so that every row, column
and every 3x3 box contains
the digits 1 to 9. There is not
guessing or math involved,
just use logic to solve.
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AN EARLY START

For the GW sports marketing team, the day
starts at 9 a.m. when eight staff members jam
into a small Smith Center control room – surrounded by monitors, sound boards and a loose
basketball shoe atop a file cabinet – and go
through a 20-page production agenda.
The staff discusses everything in this
20-minute period: promotional activities and
sound levels, entrances and exits, even the
best time to display a Twitter poll. Next comes
a walkthrough of every item to be displayed on
the stadium screens. Staff members check the
slides for spelling errors or misprints.
Nicole Early – in her 14th year with GW and
her second year as assistant athletics director
for marketing and tickets, leads the morning
meeting – emphasizing that timing is everything
when trying to cultivate the fan experience.
“I never played basketball, but as a fan ...
I feel like I can sense a crowd’s reaction and
know the things the crowd is going to get excited about,” Early said.
One of those crucial moments is just before
tip-off: the National Anthem. The silencing of
the crowd before the song only to generate an
immediate buzz once it ends can be a tricky
balance.
As Sgt. Jason Gottshall begins to belt the
final words of the anthem, Early observes from
the baseline. She appears nervous as she waits
for the music cue by Matt Ackerman, who is in
charge of marketing for Men’s basketball and
sits on media row on gamedays.
A burst of applause by the Smith Center
audience is closely followed by the stadium
anthem “Seven Nation Army” over the public
address speakers – a go-to song in Ackerman’s
repertoire. Cue instant relief for Early as the
Colonial Army, the student fan group, erupts in
noise.
Early hopes that the environment her staff
creates is memorable and that some aspect of
the game will stay with the fan long after it ends.
“I think that’s the thing I enjoy the most is
being able to be a part of a memory that these
students are going to remember 20 years out
of college,” Early said. “If we can have you
leave and come back 20 years later and say, ‘I
remember that game,’ then we will have accomplished our jobs.”

PHOTOS BY CAMERON LANCASTER | ASSISTANT PHOTO EDITOR
Graduate student guard Maurice Creek salutes his teammates before Saturday’s game against Massachusetts.

BUILDING A SANCTUARY
BUILDING A PRODUCT

ANDREW GOODMAN | HATCHET STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Head coach Mike Lonergan gestures during Saturday’s
game against Massachusetts, which GW lost 67-61.

Patrick Nero, in his third year as GW’s athletic director, doesn’t sit back during basketball
games. He takes a surprisingly hands-on approach for the athletic director of a Division I
program, texting Early at least 10 times a game about when to blast music and when to let
the band play.
When Nero was at the University of Miami, he did Early’s job, focusing on the stadium
experience and helping feed rabid Hurricane fans. “It’s where I kind of grew up in the business,” Nero said.
Now at GW, the men’s basketball team has found on-court success a year ahead of schedule, forcing the athletics department to catch up with more seating and more promotions.
“The job of an athletic director is to give the support to students in order to be successful.
So part of that for us here is to provide a home-court advantage,” Nero said.
Both Nero and Early have roles to play in creating that advantage for GW’s teams who
play at the Smith Center.
Increasing attendance and improving ticket sales are big parts of Nero’s game plan for
improving the athletics department. Happier fans and more ticket sales at the Smith Center
creates a cycle of success – more revenue for teams, which allows for more recruiting trips,
higher-paid coaches, new scholarships and better facilities.
But while Nero has made flashy improvements to the arena’s facilities – like refinishing
and redsigning the floor and million-dollar locker room renovations – he’s now turned his attention to attendance. Last year, the athletics department announced that all Class of 2013
alumni could attend home games for free, and last November it was announced that the $25
Colonial Army membership fee would be covered by the athletics department.
For Nero, there is no home-court advantage without a student presence. Even with the
large crowds that have filled the Smith Center in recent games, at least half of those seats are
being filled by free student tickets. But that’s okay – generating revenue from attendance is
less important than having a strong crowd in the first place.
“We have to take an attitude and a philosophy of the students are part of the product,”
Nero said. “It’s what separates and differentiates between professional sports and college
sports. People who come to watch a GW basketball game, that’s part of it, it’s that environment that students set in the building.”

Members of the men’s water polo
team taunts the UMass coaching
staff as they leave the court.

CALLING IN EXTRA TROOPS

As the men’s basketball team took free-throws near the end of Saturday’s game, students
in the bottom section raised their hands in unison for good luck, as they have all season.
Under Massachusetts’ basket, dozens of male GW fans dressed in togas and standing on
bleachers continue to chant, causing select members of the Colonial Army to politely yell
“Shut up!” in their direction.
In a way, the Colonial Army sets the tone for the crowd – or at least tries to. If there’s any
group of students capitalizing on the men’s basketball team’s success this year, it’s the Colonial Army. They are behind the cheers, the near-deafening noise, the giant cutouts of players
and the catchy nicknames.
Led by sophomore Ian Mellul, members of the Colonial Army often take games personally.
Down the stretch in Saturday’s loss to the Minutemen – the first home loss of the season
for the men’s basketball team – fans’ faces contorted with stress. Mellul’s face was blank, staring at the GW players, many of whom are his close friends, as the game fell out of their reach.
“I don’t do well when it’s this close,” Mellul said. “I really feel it for Patricio. Pato is one
of my best friends and when he puts up 20 points and you still lose, it’s tough to watch.”
They also welcomed a new group of super-fans to the Smith Center on Saturday. The
fans dressed in togas were members of the men’s water polo team, who screamed at UMass
players as they inbounded the ball and waved giant palm trees in the air. When television and
arena cameras looked for the most crazed fans, their lenses were trained on the guys in togas.
“We like to have fun. We like to go for more of the extreme aspect, I think that’s where the
togas come in,” said Paul Deasey, a senior men’s water polo player.
The two groups fed off one another and the team’s runs. As fun as it can be to be a part of
the student section, the fans still feel expectations to perform – and scream.
“The team is doing well, we’re doing well and obviously we ride the team’s success, to an
extent,” Mellul said. “I was talking to coach Lonergan yesterday and he said, ‘We really need
you Saturday.’”

‘MAKE SOME NOISE’

The Colonials were out of sync during most of Saturday’s game against Massachusetts,
which they ended up losing 67-61.
But a late second-half run started to change that. With 7:22 left to play, a tip-in by senior
Isaiah Armwood coupled with an acrobatic reverse lay-up by sophomore Patricio Garino cut a
UMass lead that was as large as 11 down to just a single point.
The scoring momentum ignited the crowd, which was speckled with celebrities like Mayor
Vincent Gray and ESPN commentator Michael Wilbon.
But then, a standstill. A timeout called from the UMass bench halted the action and the
crowd’s cheers. Within seconds, the Smith Center scoreboard read “Make some noise” in
bright lights accompanied by the fan-favorite “Zombie Nation,” which blares over speakers in
almost every sports arena across the country.
With sudden direction, the Smith Center erupted once again, sustaining their excitement
until the Colonials retook the floor and scored the ensuing basket to take their first lead of the
game since the 9:56 mark of the first half.
The turnaround was a brief victory for GW’s sports marketing team. It was a simple part of
the game, but underlined the importance of seizing the crowd’s excitement – and shepherding
fans in the right direction toward raucousness.
“From the logistics end, it’s being able to make decisions on the fly when we need to
and being able to take advantage of those moments where we want to build momentum and

–Josh Solomon and Everly Jazi contributed reporting.

