
Monday, February 24, 2014 | Vol. 110 Iss. 27 WWW.GWHATCHET.COMAN INDEPENDENT STUDENT NEWSPAPER  SERVING THE GW COMMUNITY SINCE 1904

Call Now or Order Online (202) 337-1000 www.mannyandolgas.com

$3 off  your fi rst online order

'HOLYHU\���7DNHRXW���&DWHULQJ 1641 Wisconsin Ave, NW
Washington, D.C. 20007

ALL MAJOR CREDIT 
CARDS ACCEPTED!

OPEN LATE
MONDAY-THURSDAY
FRIDAY-SATURDAY
SUNDAY

10AM-4AM
10AM-5AM
11AM-4AM

CAMERON LANCASTER | ASSISTANT PHOTO EDITOR
Mazdak Taghioskoui said after years of alleged workplace abuse by his former Ph.D adviser, he has 
lost his passion for becoming an engineer. Instead, the 33-year-old Iranian native opened a juice bar 
called D.C. Shakes in Arlington, Va.
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TINDER AND GRINDR SHAPE CAMPUS HOOKUP CULTURE
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Decade of swelling bureaucracy 
runs up costs, study shows

See LAWSUIT Page 5

When the University’s lawyers of-

fered Mazdak Taghioskoui a settlement 

to end his case alleging negligence and 

emotional distress, he was tempted to 

take a deal.

But he thought about his Ph.D ad-

viser’s early morning phone calls to yell 

at him, sometimes demanding to borrow 

a car or money. Then there also his own 

calls to GW’s suicide hotline and trips to 

the University Counseling Center.

“If I settle the case, it’s just a sum of 

money, but the University is not accept-

ing any wrongdoing,” said Taghioskoui, 

a 33-year-old Iran native. “If I settle the 

case, it’s not going to change the situa-

tion or the structure of the University.”

At rescued Corcoran College, a new kind of uncertainty
COLLEEN MURPHY
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

From the outside, the 

Corcoran Gallery looks like the 

world-class institution it has 

always claimed to be – with 

its expansive copper-and-glass 

URRI�� OLRQ� VWDWXHV� Á�DQNLQJ� WKH�
steps and gleaming white mar-

ble staircases. But its Beaux-

Arts design hides a leaking 

roof, and heating and cooling 

systems that are more than a 

decade outdated.

Lorenzo Cardim, a senior 

at the Corcoran College of Art 

+ Design, described a building 

with broken easels where some 

classrooms are 80 degrees and 

in others, “you would need a 

scarf,” he said.

“The building is beautiful, 

WKH� VWUXFWXUH� LV� PDJQLÀ�FHQW��
but inside it requires a lot of 

help,” said Joey Mánlapaz, a 

23-year Corcoran professor 

and GW alumna. “It’s all a fa-

çade.”

That help could come 

soon, after GW shocked the 

city Wednesday with the an-

nouncement that it would ac-

quire the Corcoran College of 

Art + Design. The threeway 

deal, along with the National 

Gallery of Art, adds a school 

of more than 500 students to 

GW’s own shrinking art de-

partment, where just 15 stu-

GHQWV�HDUQHG�D�EDFKHORU�RI�À�QH�
arts degree last year.

The University will acquire 

Corcoran’s historic 17th Street 

building and its Georgetown 

location, taking on the respon-

sibility for all renovations 

and maintenance. GW will 

help pay for the renovations – 

which have been estimated to 

cost tens of millions of dollars 

– with the Corcoran’s leftover 

assets, which are worth about 

$28 million, according to 2012 

WD[�À�OLQJV�
The National Gallery of Art 

will also empty out Corcoran’s 

17,000 paintings and divvy 

them up to museums across 

the city and country. The deal 

UHSUHVHQWV�D�ODVW�GLWFK�HͿ�RUW�WR�

revive D.C.’s only arts school 

and its oldest private art insti-

tution after years of strain from 

mismanagement.

While the deal has relieved 

WKH�FROOHJH�RI�LWV�ELJJHVW�À�QDQ�
cial worries, it brings a new 

kind of uncertainty.

A small body of students 

who take studio classes com-

prising about a dozen stu-

dents each means Corcoran 

undergraduates know nearly 

all of the faces passing by in 

cramped hallways. They worry 

about losing that sense of close-

ness after their school links up 

with GW.

“We feel that the soul of 

the Corcoran – our people – are 

going to go with the merger,” 

said Halsey Wright Berryman, 

a senior at the school. “Even 

though the Corcoran is a little 

bit broken, we do see ourselves 

as a family.”

Administrators will spend 

WKH� QH[W� VL[� ZHHNV� À�QDOL]LQJ�
details of the takeover, as fac-

ulty at both schools question 

how to combine two distinct 

institutions.

Those talks are already 

underway: Columbian Col-

lege of Arts and Sciences dean 

Ben Vinson presented the 

deal to his faculty Friday, and 

WKH� FKDLU� RI� WKH� À�QH� DUW� DQG�
art history department, Philip 

Jacks, will meet with senior 

faculty members Monday. 

But top administrators have 

promised to move slowly 

with their plans.

“An opportunity of this 

magnitude, there is no need to 

rush,” Vinson said Thursday.

CAMERON LANCASTER | ASSISTANT PHOTO EDITOR
The “Modern and Contemporary Art Since 1945” collection is a 
mainstay of the century-old institution. The National Gallery of Art would 
now own most of the gallery’s works. 

The concern is 
that the funkiness 
and wonderfulness 

of the Corcoran 
will be lost, but it 
was going to be 
lost anyway, we 

wouldn’t survive as 
we were.

CAMERON LANCASTER | ASSISTANT PHOTO EDITOR
GW will acquire the Corcoran’s historic 17th Street building and absorb all costs for upgrades, which are estimated to cost tens of millions of dollars. The institution has seen fl agging enrollment as renovation costs have piled up.

While the University has 

transformed itself with new 

buildings and research cen-

ters over the past decade, one 

change has driven up costs 

beneath the surface: a rush of 

administrative hires.

The number of admin-

istrators – holding positions 

from vice provost to associ-

ate dean – grew 44 percent 

between 2004 and 2012, ac-

cording to data released this 

month. Meanwhile, GW has 

NHSW� KLULQJ� UHODWLYHO\� Á�DW� IRU�
full-time professors, part-time 

SURIHVVRUV�DQG�VXSSRUW�VWDͿ��
“It seems like you’re hav-

ing lots of chiefs but no Indi-

ans,” said Charles Garris, a 

professor of mechanical and 

aerospace engineering who 

has spent 36 years at GW.

6DODULHV� DQG� EHQHÀ�WV� IRU�
employees make up one of the 

University’s fastest-growing 

costs of its roughly $1 billion 

operating budget, which has 

grown by 71 percent since 

2001. Administrators are usu-

ally the highest-paid of that 

HPSOR\HH�FRUH��ZLWK�VL[�À�JXUH�
salaries going to deans, vice 

SUHVLGHQWV� DQG� WRS� À�QDQFLDO�
R��FHUV�

Faculty Senate leaders 

have warned that bringing 

on middle- and top-level of-

À�FLDOV� ZLOO� NHHS� GULYLQJ� XS�
costs – and tuition. Provost 

Steven Lerman said last May 

that GW would dig deeper 

into the cost of administrative 

bloat at GW, but he and other 

R��FLDOV� VDLG� WKH\�GR�QRW� \HW�
have updates on the study.

Lerman said last week 

most of the new administra-

tive hires have been strategic 

– with the goal of improving 

the University’s fundraising, 

counseling and career ser-

vices. He added that GW has 

KLUHG� PRUH� UHVHDUFK� R��FLDOV�
to help faculty nab grants and 

navigate complex regulations.

“When people talk about 

administrative growth, some-

WLPHV�LW·V�MXVW�SHRSOH�À�OOLQJ�RXW�
paperwork and sometimes it’s 

people students have lobbied 

for,” Lerman said.

The growth may also be 

the product of GW’s rising 

ambitions. Columbian Col-

leges of Arts and Sciences, for 

instance, has mulled the hire 

of more vice deans to allow 

the college’s top leader, Ben 

Vinson, to focus more on fun-

draising.

Administrators are also 

planning for faculty hires to 

Corcoran College of
Art + Design
Enrollment: 554
Number of faculty: About 100
Average student debt: $46,596
Popular majors: Fine/studio 
arts, photojournalism
Student-faculty ratio: 9:1
6-year grad rate: 58 percent

In court, GW to face alumnus’ 
claims of emotional distress
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See CORCORAN Page 5

INCREASE IN NUMBER OF ADMINISTRATORS, 
2004-2012



News
VISUALIZED

THIS WEEK
Strengthen Your Online 
Presence and Build a Brand 
Learn how to promote your 
website and use social media to 
build a name for yourself online.
Media and Public Affairs Building, 

Monday, Feb. 24

WORTH QUOTING

CRIME LOG
POPULAR LAST WEEK
1 2 3BUILDING HOME

COURT HOSTILITY
GW went into Saturday’s 
matchup undefeated at home 
this season, building what 
Massachusetts head coach 
Derek Kellogg would call a 
“hostile environment” after 
his team broke that streak. 

Nick Gumas and Avra Bossov claimed 

supporters.
Video by Halley Rogers, Sarah 
Mann, Zach Montellaro and 
Elizabeth Percy
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WHY STUDENTS 
STEAL FROM 
WHOLE FOODS
There’s an underground 
Whole Foods economy on 
campus, and the reality of 
this is that many of these 
late-night comfort foods 
are not paid for.

by NICK RICE

You guys will save 
us if you respect the 
Corcoran as a school of 
art. Without money, we 
can’t go on. There’s no 
other way.

DISORDERLY CONDUCT

Case closed
Pedestrians reported that they were hit by 

snowballs thrown from the rooftop of the Phi 

Sigma Kappa fraternity townhouse. More 

than five Metropolitan Police Department 

vehicles responded and issued the residents 

a warning.

Referred for disciplinary action

CHILD CRUELTY

Case closed
UPD responded to a report of a baby crying 

in a car. The parents were attending an event 

in the Media and Public Affairs building.

Subjects arrested

DESTRUCTION/LIQUOR LAW VIOLATION
Ivory Tower – 2/16/14 – 3 a.m.
Case closed
UPD responded to a student report of 

damaged fire safety boxes. The officers 

found the intoxicated student who had 

damaged the boxes and he was transported 

to GW Hospital for treatment.

Referred for disciplinary action

–Compiled by Benjamin Kershner

Tuesday, Feb. 25

THE HATCHET
SA ELECTION
GUIDE
This year’s SA guide 
features profi les of each 
candidate, analysis of each 
platform and endorsements 
from The Hatchet’s editorial 
board.

More Than a Body: Celebrate You 
“Morning Joe” host Mika Brzezinski 
speaks about her experience with an 
eating disorder as part of the School 
of Public Health and Health Services’ 
week on eating disorder awareness.
Marvin Center Grand Ballroom 

Spring Career 
& Internship Fair 
Meet more than 100 employers, 
get job information and develop 
contacts to land a job or internship 
this spring.

Thursday, Feb. 27
Two Truths and a Lie 
The Muslim Student Association 
hosts comedian Aman Ali for 
a free comedy show about his 
experiences as a Muslim.
Marvin Center Amphitheater 

Saturday, Feb. 28

LORENZO CARDIM, a senior at the Corcoran 
College of Art + Design, about the school’s 
merger with GW.

ERICA CHRISTIAN | PHOTO EDITOR
Hole in the Sky Collective, a community arts hub in Northeast D.C., hosted a pizza-themed showcase in its second-fl oor studio Saturday. The 
artists gathered around pizza-related art and, most importantly, a 6-foot-long pizza, which was later shared with attendees.



NEWSTHE GW HATCHET February 24, 2014  Page 3

The winners of the 
top Student Association 
races last week were by 
far the campaign’s big-
gest spenders, though the 
FDQGLGDWHV� VSHQW� VLJQLÀ��
cantly less money than in 
past years.

Avra Bossov, execu-
tive vice president-elect, 
spent more than four 
times as much as her 
highest-spending com-
petitor. Nick Gumas, 
president-elect, spent 
nearly double what his 
competitor spent over the 
two-week campaign.

Gumas and Bossov 
shelled out $787.22 and 
$961.28, respectively, on t-
shirts, palm cards, posters 
and websites.

Candidates can spend 
up to $1,000 on campaign-
ing for executive posi-
tions, which come with 
a $15,000 stipend for the 

president and $7,500 for 
the No. 2 seat.

That spending paid 
RͿ���*XPDV�ZRQ�ZLWK� DQ�
overwhelming 74 percent 
of the vote over Daniel 
Egel-Weiss, who spent 
$400.47 on his campaign, 
with more than half of 
the money going toward 
posters and palm cards.

Egel-Weiss said fewer 
competitors meant a lean-
er campaign budget.

“With fewer candi-
dates, there’s less of a 
need to spend as much 
money because you’re 
competing against less in-
dividuals,” he said.

%RVVRY�VWDYHG�RͿ��KHU�
two opponents, Chris 
Stillwell and Paul Lisbon, 
DQG�DYRLGHG�D�UXQRͿ��ZLWK�
57 percent of the vote. Her 
opponents spent $240.26 
and $28.17, respectively.

In recent years, the 
top spots have come with 
a steep cost. The last two 
SA presidents both spent 

more than $900 during 
their campaigns. Though 
the group’s 2012-2013 
president, Ashwin Narla, 
was outspent by his op-
ponent, John Bennett, 
both nearly reached the 
spending limit.

Stillwell said spend-
ing hundreds of dollars 
isn’t the best way for 
candidates to get their 
names out. Instead, the 
RQO\� VXUHÀ�UH� ZD\� WR� JHW�
exposure is meeting with 
students and getting en-
dorsements, he said.

“Most people that 
vote are in student 
groups,” he said. “Get-
ting their endorsements, 
meeting their members, 
going to Greek life chap-
ters is going to get people 
elected.”

There was also less 
time to spend money 
this campaign season 
compared to last year’s 
month-long campaign, 
during which Susuni 

spent $968.00.
Gumas has pledged 

to create a peer counsel-
ing system, modeled after 
Cornell University’s pro-
gram, as well as reduce 
WKH� À�QDQFLDO� EXUGHQ� IRU�
students taking intern-
ships for credit.

Bossov pledged to 
improve communication 
between SA senators and 
administrators by inviting 
GW’s top leaders to speak 
at the group’s meetings 
and hold an open forum.

The costs of SA elec-
tions also became a cam-
paign issue this year, as 
one candidate criticized 
the high spending limit as 
DGGLQJ�D�À�QDQFLDO�EDUULHU��
Senators are allowed to 
spend up to $500 on their 
campaigns.

“It only serves to 
PDNH�LW�PRUH�GL��FXOW�IRU�
students to run, leading 
to a lack of fair represen-
tation,” Frank Fritz, who 
sought to represent the 

Columbian College of 
Arts and Sciences, wrote 
in his platform.

Fritz, who was not 
elected, pledged to spend 
no more than $100 on 
KLV� FDPSDLJQ� ²� RQH�À�IWK�
of the spending cap – to 
bring attention to the is-
sue. He said he would 
urge the organization to 
cut its spending caps by 
at least a quarter. Instead, 
he said the SA should give 
students funds to cam-
paign if they meet a high-
er signature threshold for 
their petitions.

“I realize this change 
must change not in the 
next election, but rather 
is must start now,” Fritz 
wrote.

SAM HARDGROVE | 
STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Junior Nick Gumas, who 
was elected Student 
Association president 
Thursday, spent $787 to 
promote his campaign. 
That’s about $200 less 
than the budget of 
last year’s presidential 
winner, Julia Susuni. 
Gumas’ only opponent, 
junior Daniel Egel-Weiss, 
spent $400 on his 
campaign.

2QH�LQ�À�YH�VWXGHQWV�ZKR�
arrive at GW don’t graduate 
within six years – a statistic 
that has troubled top admin-
istrators and prompted them 
to spend the next few months 
researching what factors lead 
students to graduation.

The University will 
launch its largest study of 
graduation rates in recent 
years, Provost Steven Ler-
man said last week. GW has 
poured money into academic 
and student support under 
its last two administrations, 
but the graduation rate – a 
yardstick of college caliber – 
has barely budged over the 
past decade.

The University’s six-year 
rate has hovered around 80 
SHUFHQW�IRU�WKH�ODVW�À�YH�\HDUV��
7KDW� À�JXUH� URVH� DOPRVW� RQH�
full percentage point to 80.8 
percent for the class that en-
tered in 2007, according to 
data that Lerman announced 
last week.

Those rates are far above 
the national average, but 
fall below the universities 
GW wants to emulate, like 
New York University and 
the University of Southern 
California. Those competitors 
graduated 85 and 90 percent 
of students in six years, re-
spectively, according to the 
latest data available.

The University has never 
tracked the reasons that stu-
dents leave GW before earn-

LQJ�D�GHJUHH��%XW�IRU�WKH�À�UVW�
time this spring, administra-
tors will try to identify the 
types of the students who 
leave by looking back at their 
admissions applications.

“Are there programs we 
could create that will help 
students who might be at risk 
for not succeeding?” Lerman 
said. “Our aspirations have to 
be that every student ideally 
would graduate.”

Lerman said they would 
WU\� WR� À�QG� SRVVLEOH� FRUUHOD�
tions between certain back-
grounds and characteristics, 
VXFK�DV�WKRVH�ZKR�UHFHLYH�À��
nancial aid, to determine who 
is less likely to have success at 
GW.

For the class that entered 
in 2004, 80.1 percent of stu-
dents who received a Pell 
Grant and 82.68 percent of 
those who received federal 
loans graduated in six years.

To look for solutions, the 
University will look narrowly 
at one student population in 
particular with some of the 
highest graduation rates – 
varsity athletes.

About 93 percent of stu-
dent athletes who entered 
GW in 2006 earned a degree. 
GW athletes, who must at-
tend all of their classes or risk 
losing playing time, also have 
D� IXOO� VXSSRUW� VWDͿ�� EHKLQG�
them, including personal ad-
visers and tutors.

Patrick Nero, Athletic di-
rector, said last fall that he’d 
spoken with the provost and 
members of the Board of 

Trustees about how athletes’ 
academic success could be 
translated across the Univer-
sity. He’s now part of a Uni-
versity-wide committee that 
studies how students succeed 
academically.

“Are there ways to take 
success that athletes are see-
ing, to build in structure 
DURXQG� À�UVW� \HDU� H[SHUL�
HQFH� DQG� GLͿ�HUHQW� SURJUDP�
ming?” he said.

Lerman said he wanted 
to see what aspects of the ath-
letic department’s academics 
could be applied across the 

student body, like stronger 
tutoring and advising. Ath-
letes whose GPAs fall below 
2.5 face required study halls 
and summer courses on some 
teams.

The study will also con-
sider how students’ involve-
PHQW� RQ� FDPSXV� DͿ�HFWV�
whether they graduate.

“We know, just anec-
dotally, that peer-to-peer 
learning is very important 
to students,” Lerman said. 
“Students who have strong 
peer groups with whom they 
can study together learn from 
each other and are more suc-
cessful.”

Doug Lederman, an 
editor at the news website 
Inside Higher Ed, said 
students at more selective 
universities sometimes 
take longer to gradu-
ate because they study 
abroad, intern and take 
classes unrelated to their 
major.

A system that lets stu-
dents plan out what class-
es are needed to gradu-
ate on time – like GW’s 
DegreeMap – could help 
increase the percentage 
of successful students, 
Lederman said.

Still, Lederman said 
universities shouldn’t aim 
for a 100 percent gradua-
tion rate because it would 
call into question the cur-
riculum’s rigor.

“Not everybody’s 
meant to finish college,” 
he said.

MARY ELLEN MCINTIRE
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

Before GW’s sustainability lead-
HUV� SUHVVXUH� WRS� À�QDQFH� R��FHUV� WR�
divest potentially millions of dollars 
from fossil fuel companies, they want 
proof that it’s a student priority.

Shannon Ross, the sustainability 
R��FH·V� VWXGHQW� RXWUHDFK� FRRUGLQD�
tor, said advocates need to demon-
strate widespread support through 
a campus-wide vote if they want the 
administrators’ help to push the issue 
with the University’s investment of-
À�FH�

Fossil Free GW, a year-old stu-
dent activist group, is urging GW to 
pull any investments that make up its 
$1.38 billion endowment out of com-
panies like ExxonMobil, Shell and BP. 

So far, GW activists have collected 
about 700 petitions – which members 
admit is far from the 2,500 signatures 
needed for the Student Association to 
hold a referendum vote on the issue.

- KELSEY RENZ

MARY ELLEN MCINTIRE
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

Campus activists want to raise 
awareness of sexual assault by using 
documents that reach virtually every 
student at GW: class syllabi.

The coalition of students plans to 
work with administrators, sexual as-
sault survivors, experts and campus 
groups to decide which information 
to include. The team hopes to pass a 
resolution in the Student Association 
about the measure within the year.

One of the leading advocates, 
Ariella Neckritz, a member of Stu-
dents Against Sexual Assault and the 
Feminist Student Union, said it’s cru-
cial that students know how to con-
WDFW�WKH�VWDͿ��PHPEHUV�ZKR�UHVSRQG�
to instances of sexual assault and 
harassment, known as GW’s Title IX 
coordinators.

The students said all GW syllaAll 
syllabi now include the University’s 
religious holiday policy, the Code 
of Academic Integrity and contact 
information for Disability Support 
Services, University spokeswoman 

- KRISTEN BARNES 

WHAT THE CANDIDATES SPENT

1. Bossov            $961.28
2. Gumas              $787.22
3. Egel-Weiss         $400.47
4. Stillwell             $240.26
5. Lisbon            $28.17

As graduation rates stagnate, academic leaders search for answers

SAM JOHNSON | HATCHET PHOTOGRAPHER
GW’s graduation rate has hovered about 80 percent for nearly a decade. Provost Steven Lerman 
announced last week that a team of administrators will study how factors such as fi nancial aid and 
campus engagement can impact student success.

IN BRIEF
Advocates push for 
vote on divestment

Students want sexual 
assault resources listed 
on class syllabi

Expectations, ambitions help drive administrative hiring growth

Graduation rates for students who entered GW 2003-2007

GRAPHIC BY NICK RICE

Candidates spend less in shorter campaign

SOURCE: OFFICE OF THE PROVOST

catch up, with a net increase 
of 42 professors this year, and 
50 to 100 more planned over 
the next decade. The Inno-
vation Task Force also plans 
cost-cutting strategies, like 
moving some administrative 
R��FHV�WR�WKH�9LUJLQLD�6FLHQFH�
and Technology Campus.

The University’s hires 
outpaced many of its peer 
schools, including New 
York and Southern Method-
ist universities. Out of the 
14 universities, Washington 
University in St. Louis has 
seen the most rapid growth, 
doubling its administrative 
positions since 2004.

The data was released by 

the Delta Cost Project, a re-
search group that focuses on 
FROOHJH� DͿ�RUGDELOLW\�� ,W� SLQV�
some of the blame for rising 
tuition nationally on colleg-
es hiring more non-faculty, 
who carry generous pay and 
EHQHÀ�W�SDFNDJHV�

7KH� JURXS� FODVVLÀ�HV� DG�
ministrators as working in 
“positions where work is di-
rectly related to management 
policies or general business 
operations of the university.”

“Many of these new 
positions appear to be pro-
viding student services, but 
whether they represent jus-
WLÀ�DEOH�H[SHQVHV�RU�XQQHFHV�
sary ‘bloat’ is up for debate,” 
the Delta Cost Project pub-
lished in a report this month.

The administrative 
growth may also create light-
er workloads for faculty.

Paul Swiercz, a professor 
of management who spe-
cializes in human resources, 
spent several Faculty Senate 
meetings last year lobbying 
R��FLDOV�WR�WDNH�RQ�WKH�LVVXH��
He said that at GW, admin-
istrators are being added 
to take over roles and tasks 
that traditionally belong to 
faculty.

´$V� VWDͿ�� KDV� JURZQ��
there’s a natural question 
of whose job is it that is 
bumping into the traditional 
boundaries of faculty re-
sponsibilities,” Swiercz said.

Garris, who came to GW 
in 1978, has seen the expand-

ing cabinets of two admin-
istrations, compared to the 
“lean administration” of the 
University’s previous leader, 
Lloyd Elliott. He remembers 
former University President 
Stephen Joel Trachtenberg 
adding more vice presidents 
and University President 
Steven Knapp growing the 
SURYRVW·V�R��FH�

Since 2011, Knapp’s 
cabinet has added four vice 
president positions and at 
OHDVW� À�YH� YLFH� RU� DVVLVWDQW�
provost positions, though 
VRPH�RI�WKH�R��FLDOV�KDYH�OHIW�
their spots.

“They’ve got all these 
big shots and it’s not clear to 
the faculty exactly what they 
do,” Garris said.

Colleges nationwide 
have felt pressure to ramp 
up services as more students 
arrive on campus with cus-
tomer mindsets, administra-
tors have noticed.

Last year, the Univer-
sity spent $32,860 per stu-
dent, with more than a 
third of that going toward 
programs and services. 
Long-serving administra-
tors have defended GW’s 
high spending over the 
years because it helped in-
crease the school’s selectivi-
ty and bring in top students 
looking for amenities and 
services like academic and 
career advising.

Benjamin Ginsberg, a 
Johns Hopkins University 

professor and author of 
“The Fall of the Faculty: The 
Rise of the All-Administra-
tive University and Why It 
Matters,” said faculty be-
lieve teaching and research-
ing should be top focus of 
universities, while adminis-
trators are more concerned 
with making money so the 
college can run.

“Teachers are the pur-
pose of the University that’s 
supposed to promote teach-
ing and research. But to 
administrators, that’s dif-
ferent. The purpose of teach-
ing and research is to bring 
customers to the store,” he 
said. “The ends and means 
of higher education are re-
versed.”

From Page 1
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WHAT THE UNIVERSITY WON'T TALK ABOUT THIS WEEK
The total estimated price tag on the merger with Corcoran College of Art + Design (p. 1) 

Earning back student trust for the University Counseling Center

Seeing ourselves in
‘House of Cards’

It also hints at 
something bigger 

than one politician’s 
crazy-train ascent 

to power.
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Under GW’s name, keep Corcoran 
community intact

by Jay Fondin
GW merges with the CorcoranThose who have raised concerns 

about the merger between GW and 
the Corcoran College of Art + De-
VLJQ�VHH�LW�DV�WKH�ELJ�À�VK�HDWLQJ�WKH�
VPDOOHU�RQH�ZLWK�D�EURNHQ�À�Q��%XW�LQ�
IDFW��WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�LV�RͿ�HULQJ�D�G\�
ing institution a lifeline.

And while the University is 
opening its arms – and wallet – to 
the Corcoran, we shouldn’t measure 
the merger’s later success by enroll-
ment or rankings jumps, or even 
alumni donations or endowment 
growth.

The merger’s fortunes depend 
on how well GW can keep an artistic 
community together.

“It isn’t simply a building that 
stands by the White House. It’s the 
people who stand inside it,” Patrick 
Bagley, a senior photojournalism 
major at the Corcoran College, told 
me about his school.

GW just has to make sure it im-
proves the college – helping it orga-
QL]DWLRQDOO\�DQG�À�QDQFLDOO\�²�ZKLOH�
keeping its character intact.

It’s imperative that the Corco-
ran – its college, its collection and 
its community – moves seamlessly 
into responsible hands. University 
President Steven Knapp has said all 
the right things so far, but the next 
six weeks of negotiations will show 
the true nature of the deal.

GW should recognize its limita-
tions as an institution in taking on 
the Corcoran College. We may be 
WKH�ELJ�À�VK�ZKHQ�LW�FRPHV�WR�UHDO�HV�
tate and research, but when it comes 
to the arts, the Corcoran is a whale. 
If we fail to recognize this, we could 
be not only consuming the college, 
but destroying its value.

An institution is nothing with-
out its instructors, and this is where 
GW has been walking a thin line re-
garding the Corcoran’s community.

GW plans on keeping the Corco-

ran’s contract faculty next year, but 
their future beyond that is hazy. 
This seems to be the biggest concern 
among both faculty and students.

Though the college comes with 
SOHQW\� RI� OXFUDWLYH� À�QDQFLDO� KROG�
ings, the professors are the greatest 
assets that GW can take from the 
Corcoran. Leaving them in limbo 
creates a shaky foundation on which 
to build our new arts community.

The Corcoran may only have 
554 students – miniscule in compari-
son to our 25,000 – but we only have 
about 80 undergraduates studying 
visual arts. Our program is far less 
developed than that of the Corco-
ran, which has been focusing on en-
riching the arts since the institution’s 
conception. Ours has seemed like an 
afterthought to the political science 
DQG�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�DͿ�DLUV�²�DQG�ODWHO\��
engineering – reign.

It is obvious that GW has far 
more to learn from the Corcoran’s 
arts program than they can from 
ours. The Corcoran has a history of 
pushing boundaries. GW can’t nec-
essarily say the same.

Joey Mánlapaz, an associate 
professor at the Corcoran and a 
GW alumnus, told The Hatchet, “I 
don’t see what is being produced at 
GW’s art department as something 
that pushes the envelope. It’s not 
really challenging. Our students at 
the Corcoran are fearless, absolutely 
fearless.”

We can bring this fearless art-
istry to GW by maintaining the 
Corcoran’s degree programs, such 
DV�D�EDFKHORU·V�RI�À�QH�DUWV�LQ�JUDSKLF�

GHVLJQ��SKRWRMRXUQDOLVP�DQG�À�QH�DUW�
photography. Their expertise will 
make us stronger.

The Corcoran, too, has culti-
vated its reputation as a local insti-
tution, creating exhibitions of local 
art and performing community out-
reach projects. Unfortunately, with 
the museum being absorbed by the 
National Gallery of Art, the array 
of local art exhibits may become a 
thing of the past.

GW can ensure that the com-
munity engagement projects con-
tinue, retaining that essential part of 
the Corcoran culture. For example, 
&RUFRUDQ� $UW5HDFK� RͿ�HUV� WKH� FRO�
lege’s resources and instruction to 
underprivileged members of the 
community. Additionally, the col-
lege contributes to events such as 
Empty Bowls, where potters build 
and sell soup bowls and direct 
the proceeds towards feeding the 
homeless in D.C.

Maintaining programs like 
these help retain not only the col-
lege, but also its community and 
historic connection to the District.

Parts of the Corcoran College 
will be lost over the next few months 
of negotiations, and it is GW’s re-
sponsibility to retain as much of the 
college’s character as possible. We 
must consider the culture, the aca-
demic programs and, most of all, the 
professors.

Otherwise, all GW will take 
from the Corcoran is its name.

–Jacob Garber, a senior majoring 
in English and creative writing, is The 
Hatchet’s contributing opinions editor.

Editor's note: There are some 
general plot-related spoilers in this 
FROXPQ��WKRXJK�QR�VSHFLÀ�F�VFHQHV�
are discussed.

“There is but one rule: Hunt 
or be hunted. Welcome back.” 
After hearing those words, I 
knew my weekend no longer be-
longed to me.

That warning from the all-
powerful “House of Cards” pro-
tagonist Frank Underwood sent 
me into a three-day binge watch 
of the 13-episode second season. 
%XW� DIWHU� À�QLVKLQJ� LW�� ,� UHDOL]HG�
why GW students in particular 
are addicted.

Maybe we don’t have ten-
dencies to commit murder, but 
Frank, Claire and the rest of the 
cast represent who we want 
to become: successful, despite 
RXU�Á�DZV�DQG�WKH�GUDPD�LQ�RXU�
lives.

“House of Cards” is, of 
course, conniving. It's a soap op-
era that takes us on twists and 
turns into political chaos. But it 
also hints at something bigger 
than one politician’s crazy-train 
ascent to power.

Each character faces personal 
trials often thought to be too 
dramatic or traumatic to even 
discuss. Frank Underwood, for 
example, holds a great deal of 
SRZHU�DQG�LQÁ�XHQFH�DV�KH�FOLPEV�
the political ladder. He also 
grapples with understanding his 
sexuality, but rarely for such a 
powerful character.

For Underwood, it is nothing 
more than an accepted truth, and 
for the viewers it is just another 
FKDUDFWHULVWLF�WKDW�GRHVQ·W�GHÀ�QH�
him or the power he holds.

His wife, Claire, is a suc-
cessful and sophisticated non-
SURÀ�W� OHDGHU� WXUQHG� VH[XDO�
assault advocate. We see her 
À�QGLQJ�KHU�YRLFH�DV�D�VXUYLYRU�
DQG�XVLQJ�KHU�DWWDFN�WR�À�QG�KHU�
strength.

Even the president in the 
show copes with depression and 
anxiety, throwing mental illness 
LQWR�WKH�2YDO�2��FH�ZLWKRXW�SDQ�

dering for some cheap views.
On campus, organizations 

like Students Against Sexual As-
sault and Active Minds are con-
sistently advocating to educate 
classmates, even teaching the 
administration how important 
these issues are, without making 
them fads.

Alcohol and drug abuse, the 
struggles of race and socioeco-
nomic barriers, returning from 
active military duty and coping 
with tragedy are all similarly im-
portant to the series.

These issues, however, are 
RQO\� DV� GHÀ�QLQJ� DV� WKH� FKDU�
acters allow them to be. If you 
take out the occasional mur-
der schemes, the show depicts 
people dealing with issues that 
most of us are facing, too. And 
many of them relate perfectly 
to our student body. On tele-
vision – and with the help of 
David Fincher's vision – they 
seem exciting, dramatic.

Of course, the show also 
gives us a dose of drama in our 
own backyard.

At GW, we are inundated 
with so many iconic D.C. land-
marks every day. Peer down 23rd 
Street, there's the Lincoln Memo-
ULDO�� 7DNH� D� VWUROO� RͿ�� FDPSXV��
there's the White House. Most of 
what we see, though, is more pa-
triotic than provocative.

´+RXVH� RI� &DUGVµ� LV� Á�DVK\��
corrupt, sexy. It adds allure to 
what we all have seen time and 
time again with characters that 
are deliciously evil and surpris-
ingly inspiring at the same time.

All of the characters are 
dealing with issues, but here’s 
the catch: None of them let their 
shortcomings and struggles dic-
tate their entire lives.

This show embodies some-
thing our ambitious sides all try 
to emulate. Whether we admit 
it or not, the unrealistic allure of 
"House of Cards" is what drew 
many of us to the District in the 
À�UVW�SODFH�

–Ryan Carey-Mahoney, a 
senior majoring in journalism, is a 

Hatchet columnist.

It is obvious that GW 
has far more to learn 
from the Corcoran’s 
arts program than 

they can from ours.

$�VWDͿ��PHPEHU�DW� WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�&RXQ�
seling Center allegedly threatened a student 
with expulsion three years ago if she stopped 
her counseling sessions there after a suicide at-
tempt, The Hatchet reported last week.

This allegation should serve as a rousing 
reminder that when it comes to mental health 
services, the University still much to do to 
earn back students’ trust. And this was just 
the latest in a long line of issues that have put 
UCC in a harsh spotlight.

Colleges have a moral imperative to en-
sure that students with mental health issues 
have access to treatment. A student’s right to 
care shouldn’t be threatened because of liabil-
LW\�RU�À�QDQFLDO�FRQFHUQV�

Colleges have a moral imperative to hire 
more psychologists so that students here al-
ways have a place to go – instead of hiring 
more marketing professionals or vice deans.

Colleges have a moral imperative to re-
Á�HFW�RQ�WKHLU�SULRULWLHV��PDNH�DGMXVWPHQWV�DQG�
take ownership over mistakes.

GW has started to realize that imperative, 
and since the threat of expulsion occurred 
three years ago, positive progress at the UCC 
shouldn’t go unnoticed.

Under the direction of Silvio Weisner, 
brought on as UCC’s leader 18 months ago, 
the University has bulked up the center’s 
budget to hire specialists for, among other 
things, student veterans and those with eating 
disorders. Wait times have decreased. After an 
LQWHQVH�VWXGHQW�OREE\LQJ�HͿ�RUW��WKH�FRXQVHOLQJ�

center will be paired with Student Health Ser-
vice and moved to a central campus location.

These reforms are reassuring.
And Weisner told The Hatchet in an email 

that “there is no current University policy that 
threatens suicidal students with expulsion.” 
But given that one in four college-aged stu-
dents struggle with mental health issues like 
anxiety and depression, according to the Na-
tional Alliance on Mental Illness, administra-
tors should continue to emphasize their open-
door approach.

Complacency isn’t an option, and the 
8&&�VKRXOGQ·W�EH�OHW�RͿ��WKH�KRRN�²�HVSHFLDO�
ly considering this new allegation. Turmoil 
rocked the UCC for years – failing students in 
need of support time after time:

�� ,Q� ������ D� VWXGHQW� VXHG� WKH� 8QLYHUVLW\��
claiming he was removed from classes and 
his residence hall after seeking treatment for 
depression. The two sides settled the case out 
of court.
��%HWZHHQ�IDOO������DQG�IDOO�������WKH�PDMRU�
ity of the center’s full time counselors left their 
MREV��UHÁ�HFWLQJ�ZKDW�WKH\�FDOOHG�SRRU�OHDGHU�
ship and a hostile work environment.
��7HQVLRQ�DW�WKH�FHQWHU�HYHQWXDOO\�UHVXOWHG�LQ�

the resignation of former counseling center di-
rector John Dages in December 2011. He left 
after being accused of being incompetent and 
unprofessional.
��-XVW�WZR�PRQWKV�ODWHU��DVVRFLDWH�GLUHFWRU�%DU�
bara Brown left her post after questions were 
raised about her management ability, leaving 
the UCC leaderless.
��$V�GHPDQG�VKRW�XS�IRU�FRXQVHOLQJ�VHUYLF�
HV��WKH�8&&�FRXOGQ·W�KDQGOH�WKH�WUD��F��:DLW�
times often exceeded a month – and occasion-
ally reached six weeks – leaving students who 
needed help with nowhere to turn.

We don’t mean to dig up skeletons in the 
UCC’s closet, but rather underline why stu-
dent leaders and administrators need to con-
WLQXH� WR�À�JKW� IRU�PHQWDO�KHDOWK� VHUYLFHV��$Q�
internal review of the counseling center – and 
D�QHZ�DQG�HͿ�HFWLYH�GLUHFWRU�²�KDYH�KHOSHG�WR�
eliminate the majority of these errors and ad-
ministrative failures. We also applaud Univer-
sity President Steven Knapp for taking action 
last semester to begin GW’s health centers’ 
move to campus.

But a series of hurdles remain in the way 
of any swift changes to psychological servic-
es – many of which have nothing to do with 

the counseling center itself. The UCC is one 
RI�PDQ\�GHSDUWPHQWV�DQG�R��FHV�DW�*:��DOO�
RI�ZKLFK�FRPSHWH�IRU�À�QDQFLDO�UHVRXUFHV�DQG�
administrators’ eyes and ears.

And if you look around the country, you 
À�QG�WKDW�*:·V�VHUYLFHV�GRQ·W�DOZD\V�PHDVXUH�
up.

At schools like New York University, all 
services – with the exception of medication – 
are free of charge. At GW, students pay after 
VL[�VHVVLRQV�DQG�DUH�VKX��HG�RXW�DIWHU����

This isn’t nearly enough for many pa-
tients. Abruptly ending counseling once an ar-
bitrary limit is reached is grueling. For some, it 
is nearly impossible to feel comfortable open-
ing up to a therapist if they know that soon, 
that relationship will be forced to end.

There isn’t a cap on the amount of times 
students are allowed to visit the doctor for 
physical impairments and injuries. Why 
shouldn’t the same apply to mental health?

:KLOH� VRXQG� SV\FKRORJLFDO� RͿ�HULQJV�
might not improve GW’s public image or 
show up on a brochure, it will have an im-
PHDVXUDEOH�HͿ�HFW�RQ�WKH�OLYHV�RI�FRXQWOHVV�
students who can’t function to their full-
est potential in their personal or academic 
lives without help from campus therapists.

If GW doesn’t continue to aggres-
sively bill itself as a place with wide 
open doors for students in need of sup-
port – and back it up with action – the 
University fails in its duty to keep stu-
dents healthy.

Complacency isn’t an option, and the UCC shouldn’t be let 
off the hooks – especially considering this new allegation. 
Turmoil has rocked the UCC for years – failing students in 

Characters unexpectedly relatable
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After Corcoran College merger, students brace for details
From Page 1

Graduate student takes University to trial in hopes of creating change
From Page 1

Taghioskoui, a doctoral 
engineering graduate, reject-
ed a deal on his 2012 lawsuit 
to ensure that GW would 
make a rare appearance at 
trial in the next few months.

As a trial brings public 
scrutiny to the University, 
Taghioskoui said he wants 
GW to make changes to bet-
ter support graduate stu-
dents who feel burdened by 
their supervisors. Adminis-
trators need to give doctoral 
students a place to raise con-
cerns, and make students 
and advisers sign contracts 
to outline research duties, he 
said.

University spokesman 
Dave Andrews declined to 

comment on the lawsuit, cit-
ing a GW policy to not com-
ment on pending litigation. 
No trial date has been set.

The former student had 
asked for $1 million in dam-
DJHV� ZKHQ� KH� À�OHG� LQ� '�&��
6XSHULRU�&RXUW�LQ������

The graduate student 
said he worked up to 80 
hours a week for about $2 
to $3 an hour, and wasn’t al-
lowed to switch his adviser. 
International graduate stu-
dents are even more at risk, 
he said, because their visas 
prevent them from getting 
jobs outside their research 
labs. He added that they of-
ten don’t have “enough re-
sources to be able to speak 
up.”

Taghioskoui wants fu-

ture graduate students to 
KDYH� PRUH� FOHDUO\� GHÀ�QHG�
roles before signing on to 
work – starting with con-
tracts that outline work 
hours and compensation.

“Your professor needs to 
have the best intentions for 
you. You’re putting your fate 
into his hands. But there’s no 
contract and your responsi-
ELOLWLHV�DUH�QRW�ZHOO�GHÀ�QHG�µ�
Taghioskoui said.

The University’s Human 
Resources department has 
drawn criticism from em-
ployees, with nearly a dozen 
in the last two years claiming 
that GW has ignored com-
plaints about their work-
place environment or super-
visors. GW created a new 
system this year, embedding 

human resources representa-
tives within each school to 
give employees a clearer 
way to levy complaints.

Taghioskoui enrolled as 
an engineering Ph.D can-
didate in 2007 with Abkar 
Montaser as his adviser. 
As the pair’s relationship 
soured over the next few 
years, Taghioskoui became 
emotionally unstable and 
eventually suicidal. He re-
peatedly sought help from 
GW psychologists.

He said he contacted ad-
PLQLVWUDWRUV� LQ� VHYHUDO�R��F�
HV��LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�2��FH�RI�WKH�
*HQHUDO�&RXQVHO��EXW�WKH\�DOO�
failed to respond to his pleas 
for help.

Montaser also allegedly 
À�OHG� IRU� WZR� SDWHQWV� XVLQJ�

Taghioskoui’s work while he 
was a Ph.D. engineering stu-
dent, and allegedly present-
ed Taghioskoui’s research as 
his own at a conference, ac-
cording to the lawsuit.

In November, the court 
ruled after a year of delib-
eration that the case would 
continue despite the Uni-
versity’s lawyers attempt to 
get the case thrown out. The 
court found that most points 
of complaint in the case – in-
cluding the two most severe 
that allege negligence – are 
on fair grounds.

Montaser began send-
ing “inappropriate” and 
“demeaning” emails to 
Taghioskoui and other re-
searchers in 2005, according 
to the complaint. Montaser 

was placed on administra-
tive leave from April 2008 to 
January 2010, according to 
the lawsuit. He retired about 
two years later.

Since graduating 
from GW, Taghioskoui 
has opened a juice bar in 
$UOLQJWRQ��9D��FDOOHG�'�&��
Shakes. Taghioskoui said 
he had always dreamed 
of being a professor like 
his father was, but after 
his experience at the Uni-
versity, he was no longer 
passionate about aca-
demia.

“I loved chemistry and 
science. I had a chemistry 
lab as a kid. But after I had 
my experience, I decided it 
wasn’t the path I wanted to 
pursue,” Taghioskoui said.

An independent, but uncertain, 
institution 

Over the past several years, the 
&RUFRUDQ�KDV�WULHG�VHOOLQJ�EXLOGLQJV��
making small-scale renovations and 
hiring new faculty, while advocacy 
JURXSV� OLNH� 6DYH� WKH� &RUFRUDQ� GH�
manded more public scrutiny of 
what they called incompetent lead-
ership.

But the list of repairs needed 
for the 115-year-old building has 
grown longer, while gallery visitors 
dropped 60 percent and fundraising 
fell by 50 percent in the last seven 
years. Nearly all close to the school 
believed that a rescue from another 
institution was the only solution.

Faculty, whose faith has waned 
over two years of uncertainty, now 
believe the deal could save the cash-
strapped school – but at a price.

University President Steven 
Knapp has said he hopes to make 
GW the “hub for arts and culture 
in the city,” and is already thinking 
about ways to use the 17th Street 
building for classes and events. 
Students who study there full-time 
will receive degrees inked with both 
´*:µ�DQG�´&RUFRUDQµ�VWDUWLQJ�QH[W�
year.

%XW�� &DUGLP� SRLQWV� RXW�� ´*:�
is not an arts school.” Instead of 
cramming for exams in the library, 
&DUGLP�VDLG�KH�DQG�KLV� FODVVPDWHV�
will stay up three days in a row, cof-

IHH�DQG�FLJDUHWWHV�LQ�KDQG��WR�À�QLVK�
projects in welding and sculpture. 
“It’s a really bohemian, avant-garde 
mentality,” he added.

&DUGLP� DQG� VHYHUDO� VWXGHQW�
government members sent a letter 
WR� WKH� &RUFRUDQ·V� ERDUG� WKLV� ZHHN�
demanding more transparency as 
they await word about where they 
will study and who will teach them 
a few years down the line.

So far, Knapp has said GW 
ZRXOG�KRQRU�FXUUHQW�&RUFRUDQ�IDF�
XOW\·V� RQH�\HDU� FRQWUDFWV�� &RUFRUDQ�
provost William Richardson told 
faculty Friday that he anticipated 
that “GW will need the services” of 
all professors, according to an email 
obtained by The Hatchet.

%XW�0DUN�&DPHURQ�%R\G��ZKR�
KDV� WDXJKW� SDUW�WLPH� DW� &RUFRUDQ�
for more than a decade, said emails 
from students asking if he still had 
D� MRE� Á�RRGHG� KLV� LQER[� ODVW� ZHHN��
He and other professors were also 
RͿ�HUHG� IUHH� FRXQVHOLQJ� LQ� WKH�GD\V�
following the announcement.

Boyd, who specializes in art 
WKHRU\�� VDLG� &RUFRUDQ·V� PRUH� WKDQ�
100-member faculty core is crucial to 
keeping part of the school’s identity, 
but he’s not sure how long GW will 
keep them around.

“If GW absorbs us and they 
have a whole new curriculum and 
a whole new picture of things, they 
might look at our courses, and say, 
‘You know what? ‘We’ve already got 
that covered,’” Boyd said.

Leslie Exton, who has taught at 
&RUFRUDQ�IRU����\HDUV��ZDUQHG�WKDW�
the transition would likely be tense 
as professors watch GW dismantle 
the institution, but said most faculty 
feel “resigned” to the deal because 
there are no alternatives.

“The concern is that the funki-
QHVV�DQG�ZRQGHUIXOQHVV�RI�WKH�&RU�
coran will be lost, but it was going to 
be lost anyway – we wouldn’t sur-
vive as we were,” Exton said. “The 
status quo is gone. We could not stay 
as we are.”

Tough times for art schools 
The merger comes as art stu-

dents across the country head into 
diminishing programs and face high 
unemployment rates. Fine arts was 
rated the third worst college major – 
based on job prospects and average 
salary – by Forbes in 2012.

Frank Wright, 81, who has 
taught drawing classes at GW for 
the past four decades, said it’s get-
ting tougher for students to earn a 
living selling their art.

“I haven’t sold a piece in three 
or four years,” said Wright, whose 
paintings have hung at the National 
3RUWUDLW�*DOOHU\�DQG�/LEUDU\�RI�&RQ�
gress. “For a while, I could just name 
my price and people would take it 
or leave it and a lot of people took 
it. The arts are having a hard time 
now.”

*:·V� À�QH� DUWV� SURJUDPV� KDYH�
shrunk over time, Wright said, 

gradually cutting majors like print-
making, visual communication and 
sculpture.

GW’s undergraduate program 
now boasts about 70 students, with 
PRVW� FODVVHV� À�OOHG� E\� RWKHU� OLEHUDO�
DUWV�PDMRUV�ZKR� QHHG� WR� FKHFN� RͿ��
requirements.

Other arts programs – like the 
&ROOHJH� IRU�&UHDWLYH�6WXGLHV� LQ�'H�
WURLW�� ZKLFK� RͿ�HUV� PDMRUV� VXFK� DV�
metalsmithing, glass blowing and 
transportation design – have seen 
the demand surge for creative-
minded students.

“There’s an old stereotype about 
the starving artist, but I don’t think 
that’s true,” said the college’s presi-
dent, Richard Rogers. “With our 
society’s great concern and interest 
with innovation, more and more 
people are looking to the arts.”

A more diversifi ed University 
GW has already started talk-

ing about big plans to renovate 
&RUFRUDQ·V� JDOOHU\� VSDFH�� FRQQHFW�
with big-time arts donors and cre-
ate interdisciplinary academic pro-
grams.

The merger also comes as the 
University completes the $275 mil-
lion Science and Engineering Hall. 
While the University has taken on 
$1 billion in debt to enhance its 
UHVHDUFK� SURÀ�OH�� WRS� R��FLDOV� VDLG�
the arts can help balance those in-
terests.

“That these are happening in 

unison to me is almost poetic,” 
said Vinson, who became dean of 
&ROXPELDQ� &ROOHJH� ODVW� VXPPHU��
“I can’t think of a more opportune 
moment to really articulate the 
balance between the arts and sci-
ences.”

Skeptics of the merger could 
look to models like Baltimore’s 
Peabody Institute as an example of 
a research institution that has suc-
cessfully absorbed an arts school.

The music conservatory joined 
science and research giant Johns 
Hopkins University – where 
Knapp once served as provost – in 
1977. Andrea Trisciuzzi, associate 
dean of external relations for the 
Peabody Institute, said linking the 
two schools helped draw students 
and quell parent fears.

“In a world where a parent is 
constantly worried about children 
going into the arts and if they’re go-
ing to be able to eat, having a de-
gree that also says ‘Johns Hopkins 
University’ – there’s something in 
that that appears like it will trans-
late into the world,” Trisciuzzi said.

Trisciuzzi also said the merger 
helped balance out the “science, 
science, science” culture at Johns 
Hopkins.

“For large research institu-
tions, it brings an artistic and crea-
tive component that might other-
wise be missing,” Trisciuzzi said.

–Sarah Ferris and Cory Weinberg 
contributed reporting.



museum

bookstore
Second Story Books

Second Story Books in Dupont Circle 
smells like the history stacked in its tall, 
tilted aisles. Locked glass cases line the left 
wall, each holding some of the rare book col-
lection, which showcases years of wear and 
tear.

These rare books have a hefty price tag. 
A third edition of Milton’s “Paradise Lost” 

will cost you $12,500.
But don’t worry – this 

SODFH�LV�DOVR�ÀOOHG�ZLWK�KXQ-
dreds of inexpensive trea-
sures. Cheaper prices are 
penciled in the inside cor-
ners of the books.

The $1 book cart sits next 
to the expensive cases. New-
er releases are stacked on 
tables, and there are book-
shelves with less-damaged 

works around the store. 
The coolest part: Vintage Time maga-

zines and old movie posters sit in the front 
ZLQGRZ��7KH�EDFN�URRP�LV�ÀOOHG�ZLWK�&'V�
and DVDs that don’t appear to have been 
touched since the ‘90s, injecting more nostal-
gia into the store’s atmosphere. 

Newseum
Price: Tickets are priced at $22, with a 10 
SHUFHQW�GLVFRXQW�RͿHUHG�IRU�FROOHJH�VWXGHQWV��

While many museums present a sterile 
look at history that has visitors wandering like 
drones, the Newseum delivers history in a fresh 
way.

The six-year-old Newseum was built with 
interaction in mind. Exhibits such as the NBC 
News Interactive Newsroom uses videos, touch-
screens and games to engage visitors in ways 
traditional museums cannot. Plus, it’s not all 
exhibits catered to hard news junkies: “Anchor-
man: The Exhibit,” featuring props and secrets 
from Will Ferrell’s hit movie, will be up until the 
end of August.

With a stunning glass exterior, the New-
seum breaks the mold of museum design. It 

screams modernity, featuring hydraulic glass el-
evators that give the museum a futuristic look. 
2XWVLGH��WKH�EDOFRQ\�DW�WKH�WRS�RͿHUV�YLVLWRUV�DQ�
Instagram-ready view of the Capitol.

Despite its modern design and digital ex-
hibits, the Newseum still has outstanding tradi-
tional exhibits. It houses the largest segment of 
the Berlin Wall outside of Germany and a News 
History Gallery, which displays hundreds of 
historic front pages. Perhaps most striking is the 
display of Pulitzer Prize-winning, iconic pho-
tographs from the Oklahoma City Bombing or 
0DULQHV�UDLVLQJ�D�ÁDJ�DW�,ZR�-LPD��

“We cover the biggest stories in the world, 
not as a history teacher would, but as a report-
HU� ZKR� ZDV� RQ� WKH� VFHQH� WKDW� GD\�µ� -RQDWKDQ�
Thompson, Newseum’s manager of media rela-
tions, said.

 –Connor Anovick

movie theaterE Street Cinema
Price: $9.50 for students

The experience at most chain movie theatres can insult your intelligence 
DQG�DVVDXOW�\RXU�VHQVHV��)LOPV�ZLWK�ELJ�EXGJHWV�DQG�ELJJHU�HͿHFWV�ÀOO�WKHLU�
SURPHQDGHV��ZKLOH�WKH�VWDͿ�DQG�GHFRU�LQVLGH�VHHP�GHDG�DQG�RXWGDWHG�

That’s why E Street Cinema is a welcome reprieve. The theatre runs 
some mainstream movies like “Her,” but has become the go-to place in the 
DUHD�WR�VHH�WKDW�OLWWOH�ÀOP�JHWWLQJ�JUHDW�UHYLHZV�WKDW�\RX·UH�G\LQJ�WR�VHH�

The theatre is also serious about snacks. The snack bar has an outra-
geous number of options, from crab cakes artisan cheese platters. There is 
also a bar available stocked with wines, beers and liquors. 

:LWK�)UHQFK�ÀOP�SRVWHUV�OLQLQJ�WKH�ZDOOV�(�6WUHHW�&LQHPD�ORRNV�DERXW�DV�
LQGLH�DV�LW�JHWV��6WDͿ�JLYH�D�FKHHU\�ZHOFRPH�WR�PRYLH�JRHUV�EHIRUH�HDFK�ÀOP�
– an old-fashioned touch that doesn’t go unnoticed.

Another unexpected bonus: Because the cinema is predominantly un-
derground, there is no cell service. This means 
that you can focus on the movie, without any 
annoying blue lights popping up around you.

 –Cailley LaPara

Allison Kowalski Culture Editor
Olivia Kantor Assistant Culture Editor 
Emily Holland Contributing Culture Editor
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Editors
pick

’

friend date-stination
An ideal friend date should include food, because eating is 

the most profound way to bond. It should also be set somewhere 
that will translate well to Instagram or Twitter – because you 
need to prove to social media that you do, in fact, have friends.   

%XVER\�DQG�3RHWV�QRW�RQO\�IXOÀOOV�WKLV�FULWHULD�EXW�SURYLGHV�
hipster bonus points. It has been D.C.’s de facto literary saloon 
IRU�GHFDGHV��DQG�KDV�HYROYHG�LQWR�D�IXVLRQ�RI�ORFDO�FRͿHH�VKRS��
independent bookstore and southern inspired eatery. With art, 
culture and $5 mimosas during brunch, Busboys and Poets is the 
ultimate destination for friend dates. 

Not only does the restaurant and bookstore host bestselling 
authors, poetry slams and the occasional indie movie screening, 
but it also boasts a killer farm-to-table menu to rival Founding 
)DUPHUV�� 2ͿHULQJ� XS� 9HUPRQW� V\UXS� GUHQFKHG� IUHQFK� WRDVW��
ÁXͿ\�VZHHW�SRWDWR�SDQFDNHV�DQG�HJJV�EHQHGLFW�ZLWK�KROODQGD-

ise sauce, Busboys and Poets can even 
make a bid for one of the D.C.’s best 
EUXQFK�RU�FRͿHH�ORFDOHV�

–Olivia Kantor

Editors
pick

’

BE
ST

                                Attractionsof nw

concert venue
9:30 Club 

If you go to enough shows at the 9:30 
Club, one scene repeats itself. Toward the 
end of the show, the band or artist take to 
the microphone to thank the 9:30 Club. 
And nearly each one calls it one of the 
best music venues in the nation.

From the outside, the  brick building 
with splashes of bright blue looks worn 
out. But the 9:30 Club is now at its peak. 
/RFDWHG�MXVW�RͿ�WKH�8�6WUHHW�0HWUR�6WRS��
the venue has events every night of the 
week, seeing the likes of Macklemore, 
Adele and Foo Fighters.

“It’s almost as if with every act 
FRPHV�D�GLͿHUHQW�VHQVDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�URRP�
DQG�D�GLͿHUHQW�FURZG�µ�VDLG�$XGUH\�)L[�
Schaefer, the venue’s communications 
director. “It’s a kaleidoscope, really. It’s 
the same place, but every time you turn, 
LW�ORRNV�DQG�IHHOV�GLͿHUHQW�µ

The two-level venue complete with 
balcony makes for a great visual of the 
stage from anywhere you’re standing. 
It has just the right amount of lived-in, 
performed-in wear and tear that compli-
ments the impeccable sound system. 

Known for its performer-friendly 
atmosphere (including beds and the 
famous 9:30 cupcakes), the D.C. staple 
has gotten nods from national sources 
like Rolling Stone Magazine for Best Big 
Room, Best Backstage and Best Sound.

–Carson Rolleri

How do you measure what’s best in Northwest D.C.? You never can, really. But we just want to start 
the debate, using the nominations from hundreds of Hatchet readers, and some selections from 
editors. The entire city has rich culture and cool places, but we narrowed it to our home quadrant to 
keep options under control. Here are our picks for what makes this part of the city great.

The Best of Northwest is a comprehensive list of the best of everything in Northwest D.C. 

Go online 
to watch 
videos and 
slideshows 
on Second 
Story Books 
and other of 
your favorite 
Northwest 
D.C. spots.

GW
HA

TC
HE

T.
CO

M

Readers’ picks
Kramerbooks & Afterwords Cafe, 
Politics and Prose Bookstore

RUNNER-UPs
Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden, 
National Museum of American History

Readers’ Picks
Georgetown waterfront, 
Bread and Chocolate

RUNNER-UPs
U Street Music Hall, Echostage

RUNNER-UPs
AMC Loews Georgetown 14, 
West End CinemaBusboys and Poets 

NICOLE RADIVILOV | HATCHET STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

NICOLE RADIVILOV | HATCHET STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

CAMILLE SHEETS | HATCHET STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

SAM HARDGROVE | HATCHET STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

–Emily Holland
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                                Eats&Drinksof nw

cupcakes

SUSHI

late-night food

pizza

Hours: Open Sunday through Wednesday 
until midnight, Thursday until 3 a.m., Fri-
day until 4 a.m.

Crepaway, a nocturnal haunt a few 
EORFNV� RͿ� FDPSXV�� RͿHUV� D� GHOLFLRXV� DQG�
high-sugar fourth meal.

The restaurant is college-student friend-
ly with Top 40 music blasting – at least 
GXULQJ� WKH� ODWHU�KRXUV��7R� WRS�RͿ� WKH�FRRO�
but-corny vibe, the pink walls are adorned 
by a huge mural. It's not a typical patriotic 
mural like those seen around D.C., but a 
cartoon depiction of life in Foggy Bottom 
with buildings, cars, GW students, and a 
Crepeaway tucked away in the middle of 
the hustle and bustle. 

A cloud of sweet-smelling Nutella and 

sugar hovers in the restaurant, where crepes 
DUH� FRRNHG� WR� D� ÁXͿ\� SHUIHFWLRQ�� DYRLGLQJ�
crunch while remaining strong enough to 
not collapse. They feature the buttery qual-
ity of crepes without overwhelming the ac-
tual contents of the crepe.

6ZHHW�FUHSHV�²�OLNH�WKH�´2EDPD�µ�VWXͿHG�
with Nutella, strawberries, bananas and 
blueberries – include a range of sugary 
combinations of fruit or cookies doused in 
a healthy coating of Nutella. Savory crepes 
act as the European equivalent of burritos 
with plenty of spices, meats and cheeses. 

And nothing tastes sweeter than some-
thing you don’t feel guilty about buying. 
7KHVH� FUHSHV� DUH� DͿRUGDEOH�� ZLWK� VDYRU\�
crepes averaging $7.60 and sweet crepes  at 
$6.50.

–Sucharita Mukherjee

“Mouthwatering” is the word that jumps 
to mind after trying the Tessita, one of the 
more popular selections in the Georgetown 
cupcake shop. The dessert is a spongy va-
QLOOD� FDNH�ÀOOHG�ZLWK�GXOFH�GH� OHFKH� FUHDP�
and covered in chocolate-hazelnut frosting, 
with a single hazelnut perched on top. 

Baked & Wired has been a hot spot for 
cupcake enthusiasts since its 2001 opening. 
They come for treats like the the Razmanian 
'HYLO� ²� OHPRQ� FDNH�ÀOOHG�ZLWK� D� UDVSEHUU\�
sauce – or Karen’s Birthday – chocolate cake 
with vanilla buttercream. These cupcakes, 
along with other baked goods, leave cus-
tomers realizing that the city’s best desserts 
don’t need reality shows.

“Most of the cakes are pudding based, 
which end up giving us a moist and richer 

cake,” said employee Tessa Velazquez.
Although pudding-based cakes are 

more labor intensive, the method is “totally 
ZRUWK� WKH� H[WUD� HͿRUW�µ� 9HOD]TXH]� DGGHG��
The cupcakes have a high cake-to-frosting 
ratio and are complemented best by a cup 
RI�FRͿHH��7KH�VWRUH�XVHV�EHDQV�IURP�6WXPS-
WRZQ�&RͿHH�5RDVWHU��D�3RUWODQG��2UH��FRP-
pany that only adds to Baked and Wired’s 
street cred as the hipper alternative to 
Georgetown Cupcake.

The shop’s decor and atmosphere also 
make it a top Georgetown destination. Nap-
kin art drawn by customers hangs from the 
walls, and poetry from the works of Bu-
kowski and Ben Okri decorates the opposite 
wall.

–Garphil Julien

The buttery, sweet aroma enve-
lopes your senses as your eyes lock 
on the unmistakable sky-blue truck 
SDUNHG�LQFKHV�IURP�.RJDQ�3OD]D��%H-
fore you have time to process what is 
KDSSHQLQJ��\RX�ÀQG�\RXUVHOI�RUGHU-
ing two chocolate chip cookies and a 
carton of fresh milk from Kirk Fran-
cis, Captain Cookie himself. 

Francis has the makings of a local 
celebrity. You can usually spot him 
sporting his trademark Cookie Mon-
ster winter hat, leaning out of the 
window while welcoming customers 
with an ear-to-ear grin. 

“I’ve been obsessed with cookies 
since I was four years old,” he said.

Equipped with old favorites like 
classic chocolate chip and wackier 
options like spicy Mayan cayenne 
and chewy snickerdoodle, his menu 

RͿHUV� RULJLQDO� UHFLSHV� LQIXVHG� ZLWK�
unique ingredients that keep stu-
dents hooked. Francis went through 
���GLͿHUHQW�UHFLSHV�XQWLO�KH�SHUIHFWHG�
his take on the chocolate chip, and he 
makes his vegan butter from scratch. 

Since cookies cost just $1.25 
each, a custom-made ice cream 
sandwich is $4 and a carton of milk 
LV�RQO\�����3DWHO·V�RUGHU�GRHVQ·W�VHW�
him back all that much. 

–Prachi Vyas

Biting into Nooshi’s Dragon Roll 
VHWV�RͿ�D�FKDLQ�UHDFWLRQ�RI�ÁDYRU��$QG�
unlike many sushi venues, Nooshi 
RQO\� RͿHUV� IRUNV� XSRQ� UHTXHVW�� 7KDW�
alone indicates that you are in the 
right place.

The Southeast Asian restaurant is 
notorious for incredibly strong “crazy 
hour” drinks, but that means its sushi 
FDQ� JHW� ORVW� LQ� WKH� VKXH�� 1RRVKL� LV�
open for lunch and dinner, providing 
an extensive variety of sushi options 
ranging from traditional California 
rolls to more exotic Osaka rolls that are 
GLFXOW�WR�ÀQG�HOVHZKHUH�LQ�'�&��7KH�
only problem with the selection is veg-
etarians are limited to the vegetable 
roll assortment.

Sushi prices are fair, with most 
pieces ranging from $2.25 to $5, and 
rolls range from $4 to $13. Sushi en-
trees cost anywhere from $12 to $20, 

although portion sizes are somewhat 
smaller.

The restaurant’s décor and ambi-
DQFH� DUH� LQÁXHQFHG� E\�&KLQHVH�� -DSD-
nese, Thai, Vietnamese and Malaysian 
culture. Slightly dimmed lamps set a 
mood suitable for both friends and cou-
ples, while wooden carved kanji lines 
part of the walls. The teapots and the 
presentation of the sushi further prove 
the restaurant prioritizes authenticity.

–Tim Palmieri

As the saying goes, "Life is too short to 
drink bad wine."  While the allure of Two-
%XFN�&KXFN�IURP�7UDGHU�-RH·V�LV�FRPSHOOLQJ��
learning to separate quality wine from the 
budget variety is an important step on the 
road to adulthood.  After all, you don't want 
to look like a fool calling a cabernet a pinot 
noir, do you?

The problem is that to the uneducated pal-

ate, good wine is synonymous with expensive 
ZLQH��6WDͿ�DW�PRVW�OLTXRU�VWRUHV�LQ�WKH�DUHD�WKH�
VWDͿ�KDYH� OLPLWHG�NQRZOHGJH�DERXW� WKH�EHVW�
taste for your buck. They’ll simply direct you 
to the shelf in your price range. But there is an 
art and game theory to wine. Some labels can 
RͿHU� WKH� TXDOLW\� RI� ERWWOHV� WZLFH� WKHLU� SULFH��
ZKLOH�RWKHUV�DUH�RYHUSULFHG�DQG�EODQG��3LFN-
ing the right bottle takes an experienced palate 

and knowledge of the grape.
You can get that experience and knowl-

HGJH�DW�WKH�:LQH�6SHFLDOLVW���7KH�VWDͿ��ZKR�DUH�
attentive and very nice, actually know about 
the products they sell.  You can go into the 
store, ask for a recommendation on a malbec 
IURP�6SDLQ�IRU������DQG�WKH�VWDͿ�FDQ�GLUHFW�\RX�
to a good choice. 

The key to becoming a savvy wine con-

sumer is developing a palate and then being 
able to determine quality for yourself. That 
only happens with exposure to higher-quality 
wines. If you are looking to step up from bot-
tles of Tisdale or boxes of Franzia, these guys 
will guide you to the best choices they can.

––Gabe Salkin

The worst part about brunch at Ted’s 
Bulletin is having to choose just one 
thing to eat. There’s the oversized, gooey 
glazed donut that takes up a whole plate, 
a “Walk of Shame” breakfast burrito 
bursting with steak, eggs, hashbrowns 
and green chile sauce or you can go basic 
ZLWK�FODVVLF�ÁXͿ\�SDQFDNHV�RU�WKLFN�FXW�
French Toast.

This is all, of course, before you hit 
up the homemade pop tarts menu ($2.99 
each), where you can get a classic straw-
EHUU\�ÁDYRU�RU�WKH�VDOW\�DQG�VDYRU\�SHD-
nut butter bacon treat. You can even grab 
one of these to go in the front bakery area.

Also, there’s 

no rush to trek over early in the morn-
ing with your hangover in tow to make 
a brunch seating: Breakfast is served all 
day. If you want to nab one of the week-
end-only “Cinnamon rolls as big as ya 
head,” ($9.89) you should probably show 
up by mid-morning, because they do run 
out.

You may have to wait to be seated, 
as it can get pretty crowded inside, but 
Ted’s is cheap enough to go to with a 
friend and charming enough to bring 
your parents. The inside has a lovely art 
deco style, and is even set up with a large 
screen in the back of the dining room that 
plays old black-and-white movies on a 
loop while you dine. It has two locations 
just short walks from the U Street and 
Eastern Market Metro stops.

–Allison Kowalski

GW Deli's low prices are inversely 
proportional to the amount of bacon they 
put on your morning-after bacon, egg and 
cheese breakfast sandwich.

The G Street shop, officially called 
“Leo’s Delicatessen,” opened in 1945 when 

campus just took up a few blocks in 
Foggy Bottom. Nearly 70 years later, a 
lot has changed at GW – but the deli 
remains delicious, friendly and cheap.

It provides everything a hungover 
college student could desire: plenty of 
carbs, cream cheese and quick access 

to coffee. The shelves are lined with snack 
food ranging from the exotic – seaweed, 
anyone?– and old standbys like Cheez Itz. 
Deli meat gets piled on every sandwich 
– stacked so high that you’ll be full after 
a few bites, but you keep eating anyway. 
Other dishes, like mac and cheese and tor-
tellini salad, are equally addictive.

As every GW student already knows, 
the deli is more than just a place for cheap 
eats. It's an experience. The smell of bacon, 
the eager anticipation while waiting in the 
line that generally snakes out the door, and 
RI� FRXUVH�� D� TXLFN� FKDW� ZLWK� -RH� $XGL� RU�
“Deli Boy” Matt Ambrogi makes your ba-
gel sandwich taste even better. 

Now if only it was open on Sundays. 
–Olivia Kantor

With Italian credentials that actually 
come from Italy rather than Long Island, 
2 Amy's rules Northwest D.C.’s pizza 
scene.

:KLOH� ODWH�QLJKW� 3L]]D� 0RYHU� IDQV�
DQG� -XPER� 6OLFH� MXQNLHV�PLJKW� SURWHVW��
2 Amy's has something that few District 
pizzerias can boast: Denominazione di 
Origine Controllata status. For non-Ital-
ian speakers, DOC is a status conferred 
upon pizza artisans by the Italian gov-
ernment for strict adherence to classical 
techniques pioneered in the birthplace of 
pizza: Naples, Italy.

2 Amy’s exudes Italian charm. Clean, 

elegant decor keeps the focus on the 
food, but sets it apart from D.C.’s hoards 
of hole-in-the-wall pizza dives. Be fore-
ZDUQHG�WKDW�ZHHNHQG�QLJKWV�RIWHQ�ÀQG�
the restaurant packed to capacity, and 
\RXU�PRXWK�ZLOO�GHÀQLWHO\�VWDUW�WR�ZDWHU�
while you wait for an open table. 

3L]]D�SXULVWV�ZLOO�VZRRQ�RYHU�
2 Amy’s legendary Margherita 
made with fresh tomatoes, basil 
and real Italian mozzarella piled 
on top of a buttery, thin crust 
FUDIWHG� LQ� D� ZRRG�ÀUHG� RYHQ�� ,I�
classic Italian pizza isn’t enough to hike 
RXW�WR�:RRGOH\�3DUN��HYHU\�6DWXUGD\�WKH�
restaurant makes housemade porchetta, 

roasting a whole 
pig onsite. 

–Olivia Kantor

RUNNER-UPs
JumboSlice, The Dine

READERS’ PICKS
Pizza Paradiso, 
Jumbo Slice

cheap eats

READERS’ PICKS
Sweetgreen, Chipotle

Nooshi

2 Amy’s

GW Deli 

Crepeaway 

JAMIE FINKELSTEIN | HATCHET STAFF PHOTGRAPHER

BRITT GELLERMAN | HATCHET PHOTOGRAPHER

DEEPA SHIVARAM | HATCHET PHOTOGRAPHER

JAMIE FINKELSTEIN | 
HATCHET STAFF PHOTGRAPHER

Baked & Wired

RUNNER-UPs
Sprinkles, Georgetown Cupcakes

COREY ZAGONE | SENIOR STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Captain Cookie
food truck

RUNNER-UPs
CapMac, Tasty Kabob

ERICA CHRISTIAN | PHOTO EDITOR

Ted’s Bulletin
brunch

place to buy wine Wine Specialist

RUNNER-UPs
Kaz Sushi, Raku

Editors
pick

‘

Editors
pick

‘

Readers’ picks
Whole Foods, Trader Joe’s

Readers’ picks
Founding Farmers, Farmers Fishers Bakers
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                                On Campus

Twitter account 

professor

@FakeHatchet 
The similarities between this Twitter account and our own 

are unnerving: header image ridden with newspapers, same 
FDWFK\�RQH�OLQHUV�DQG�HYHQ�WKH�VDPH�SURÀ�OH�LPDJH�²�D�VLQJOH�
white letter suspended against a blue backdrop. But this Twit-
ter account, with more than 1,000 followers, is more than meets 
the eye. 

A group of undergraduates said they run @FakeHatchet, 
an account that comments on campus life with dashes of wit 
and irony. Sarcasm is plentiful in this news satire account, 
which lands somewhere between The Onion and, well, The 
Hatchet.

The writers said they remain anonymous to give 
themselves more room for creativity in their tweets.

“I think that allows me and the rest of my staff to 
have flexibility and fearlessness in what we say,” the 
account’s creator said. “Because if our views were nec-
essarily attached to the things we’re saying, the conse-
quences, or at least the social consequences, could be 
damaging.”

So what does he have to say about being voted a winner in 
our special issue?

“It’s an honor to be named GW’s favorite Twitter account 
in a college that has probably more Twit-
ter accounts per capita than some states 
do total. And it’s great to beat out Peter K 
and Fake Steven Knapp,” he said.

–Tatiana Cirisano

Pike’s Fireman’s Challenge
There are few moments in life when grown 

20-something women can be persuaded to go down 
a slip-in-slide. For the women of GW Greek life, 
that moment comes once a year at Pi Kappa Alpha 
Fraternity's Fireman’s Challenge.

Even though it turns University Yard into a cha-
RWLF�SXGGOH�RI�PXG�²�DQG�GRUPV�DQG� WRZQKRXVHV�
DFURVV�FDPSXV�LQWR�KXEV�IRU�SUHJDPHV�²�LW·V�DOO�IRU�
a good cause. 

For the past 10 years, the fraternity has orga-
nized events in order to raise money for the D.C. 
Firefighters’ Burn Foundation. The Foundation 
works to help injured firefighters and burn patients 
in the D.C. area by supporting research, treatment, 

and rehabilitation programs for burn victims at 
both the Washington Hospital Center and the Chil-
dren’s Burn Camp Program. 

Taking place every spring, when the weather 
warms up and hormones run high, the challenge 
takes over U-Yard. Pitting 11 sororities against each 
RWKHU�LQ�D�VHULHV�RI�FRQWHVWV�²�LQFOXGLQJ�FODVVLF�FDPS�
events like relay races, a tug of war and the slip and 
VOLGH� ²� WKH�ZLQQHU� RI� WKH� FKDOOHQJH� LV� GHWHUPLQHG�
by a point system based on the amount of money 
raised and the number of contests won.

The event has raised $240,000 for the Burn Founda-
tion over the past nine years. In 2012, Pi Kappa Alpha 
broke its own personal record, raising a total of $67,000.

–Liz Zorn

Danny Hayes
Most political science professors start a lecture about public 

SROLF\�ZLWK�D�WH[WERRN�GHÀ�QLWLRQ��EXW�'DQQ\�+D\HV�WDNHV�WKH�RS�
portunity to reference American rapper and actor Ludacris.

Hayes said he recognizes that students aren’t always going 
WR�EH�WKULOOHG�E\�FRXUVH�PDWHULDO�²�HYHQ�LI�WKH\�PDMRU�LQ�SROLWL�
cal science. But that challenge is his favorite part about being a 
professor.

He said political science students come to class with “cul-
tivated boredom,” and it’s up to him to convince them that the 
material is fun and interesting.

That’s where Ludacris comes in. Hayes uses lyrics like, 
“When I move, you move,” from the song “Stand Up,” to help 
students understand how pub-
OLF�RSLQLRQ�FDQ�LQÁ�XHQFH�SROLF\�

Hayes teaches undergradu-
ate courses such as 
media and politics 
and introduction to 
American politics and 
a graduate course on 
public opinion. He 
called D.C. the “sweet 
spot of teaching.” 

“It’s hard to imag-
ine somewhere else 
you’d want to teach,” 
he said.

Hayes boasts a 4.1 
out of 5 overall quality 
rating on RateMyProfessors.com. Student feedback goes beyond 
KLV�WHDFKLQJ�VW\OH�DQG�FRXUVH�GL��FXOW\��7KH\�DOVR�JDYH�KLP�D�FKLOL�
SHSSHU�IRU�JRRG�ORRNV�²�DQG�KH�NQRZV�DERXW�LW����

“Any professor who tells you no is lying,” Hayes said. “We 
are all aware of our Rate My Professor pages.”

 –Christopher Saccardo

South Hall
From the outside looking in, South Hall 

is a glorious array of bay windows dotted 
with Christmas lights and snarky “Mean Girls” references 
Scotch-taped to windows. Inside, the amenities make a 
strong case for staying on campus senior year: Each room 
has its own washer and dryer, and the University pro-
vides furniture for the bedrooms, kitchen and living room. 

The hall boasts 4- or 5-person units with two bright, 
shiny bathrooms per apartment. There are floor-to-ceiling 
windows in many of the rooms, which make the spacious 
units seem all that larger and brighter.

The bathrooms are nothing special, but the door hinges 
are not rusting, the grout is still intact, and residents can 
blow dry their hair and charge their phones at the same 
time, in the same outlet, without blowing a fuse. It really 
is the little things.

But staying in the nicest dorm on campus comes at 
a cost: A single bedroom in South Hall is $14,240 and a 
double bedroom is $13,950, making it among the most ex-
pensive on-campus housing choices.

–Jeanine Marie

0RVW�Á�RRUV�LQ�*HOPDQ�DUH�À�OOHG�ZLWK�FURZGHG�ZRRG�
en cubicles and hot, sticky air that dries up motivation. 
7KHQ�WKHUH·V�WKH�VL[WK�Á�RRU��

With plenty of study rooms, cozy red chairs and air 
that actually circulates, the space encapsulates everything 
you need for a productive study session. If you can get a 
seat.

Valerie Ippolito, who has worked at the front desk for 

four years, said the lighting and couch-to-table ratio draws 
VWXGHQWV�WR�WKH�VL[WK�Á�RRU��

“It’s aesthetically the most pleasing,” Ippolito said. 
“It’s also pretty silent there, too.”

Next time you decide to tackle a month’s worth of 
SLOHG�XS�ZRUN��ERRN�D�URRP�RQ�WKLV�Á�RRU�XVLQJ�*HOPDQ·V�
website. If you end up spending an hour checking Face-
book, at least you might be tempted to stay in the comfort-
able space and get some work done later.

–Miriam Boukhira

greek philanthropy event

RUNNER-UPS
Derby Days, Anchorbowl

RUNNER-UPS
John Sides, William Winstead

RUNNER-UPS
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@GWPeterK
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Sixth Floor Stacks 

RUNNER-UPs
Fourth fl oor, 
Fifth fl oor

HATCHET FILE PHOTO

SAM HARDGROVE | HATCHET STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

ALY KRUSE | HATCHET STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

CAMILLE SHEETS | 
HATCHET STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

RUNNER-UPs
Thurston, 
Amsterdam

Best dorm
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Looks don’t get you to the top of the 
podium, but senior gymnast Betsy Zan-
der proves it can’t hurt to have both tal-
ent and looks on her side.

=DQGHU� ZDV� DQ� DOO� DURXQG� À�UVW�WLPH�
selection in the East Atlantic Gymnastics 
League last year, making her a top con-
tributor to the GW’s women’s gymnastics 
team.

Gymnastics has been a part of her 
life since she was two years old, and she 
always considered the gym her second 
home, she said. She doesn’t want to stop 
when she graduates, either, and is consid-
ering involvement with acrobatics when 
her GW gymnastics career comes to an 
end. 

“I'm not ready to give gymnastics up 
yet,” Zander said.

Though the long gymnastics season 
takes away most of Zander’s free time, 
she said she loves traveling and going 
to theater performances like “Cirque du 
Soleil.”

Zander is a two-time winner of the 
team’s “Attitude is Everything” award, 
an honor that was created in memory of 
Lindsey Ferris, a former GW gymnast 
who served in the military and died over-
seas in 2006. The award is given at the 
end of each season to the gymnast that 
embodies Ferris’ positive attitude and 
dedication to her team.

She said she takes pride in represent-
ing her school as a student athlete.

“When we go out to compete, it’s 
a great feeling knowing that we’re not 
only competing for ourselves and for 
our team, but we’re competing for our 
school,” Zander said.

–Ariana Mushnick

Walking up to junior John Kopriva’s 
6-foot-8 frame and dazzling smile might 
sound intimidating, but the Wisconsin native’s 
midwestern charm makes him approachable.

Kopriva has given the Colonials a spark 
RͿ��WKH�EHQFK�DOO�VHDVRQ��EXW�D�VHQVDWLRQDO�SDLU�
of dimples may have found its way onto the 
list of GW fans’ favorite things about him.

The senior is preparing to go to medical 
school, and said his rigorous academic and 
athletic workload in high school taught him to 
manage his time. 

“I’m just a guy that wants to do my best. 
I also think I do better in season, actually, be-
cause it forces you to manage your time. Even 
RQ� WKH� URDG�\RX� FDQ�À�QG� WLPH� WR�GR�KRPH�
work,” he said.

Despite an array of awards that include 
multiple Athletic Academic Dean’s List nods, 

the 21-year-old is most proud of being voted 
team captain for two consecutive years.

“Accolades aside, that’s your team re-
specting you and seeing you as a leader. It 
means the world to me,” Kopriva said.

Kopriva was heavily recruited by Univer-
sity of Vermont, where GW head coach Mike 
Lonergan used to coach. When Lonergan 
bolted from the Catamounts to the Colonials, 
Kopriva followed along.

“This opportunity came up at GW I 
couldn’t pass. I think my mom was happy 
about that decision,” Kopriva said. “I wouldn’t 
get knocked around as much.”

He said he felt like his athletic career 
“came full circle” when the Colonials played 
Marquette earlier this season, a team Kopriva 
said he grew up watching. But being hopeful, 
he noted, “by the end of this season we’ll have 
accomplished some of our other goals, like an 
NCAA tournament.”

–Morgan Baskin

All graduate student Maurice Creek need-
ed was a team. All GW needed was a shooter 
and a credible deep threat who could stretch 
defenses. 

&UHHN�À�W� WKH�ELOO��DQG�DGGHG�D�YHWHUDQ�
presence in the locker room as a player 
who’s been to the Sweet 16. He has helped 
*:�FDSWXUH�LWV�À�UVW����ZLQ�VHDVRQ�LQ�VHYHQ�
years and has also drawn plenty of media 
attention from the likes of Sports Illustrat-
ed.

Creek transferred from Indiana Univer-
sity this year after three season-ending in-
juries tarnished his career as a Hoosier, and 
said he chose GW not only for its proximity 
to his hometown of Oxon Hill, Md., but be-
cause he felt “great chemistry” while play-
ing with the team over the summer. 

“We built a family. I felt like I just needed 

to be here,” Creek said. 
But Creek’s true arrival may have come 

with a game-winning, buzzer-beating jump-
er against Maryland at the BB&T Classic in 
December. Tied up at 75 apiece, Creek asked 
head coach Mike Lonergan for the ball on the 
last possession and then did something he 
never accomplished at Indiana. 

´,W�ZDV�P\�À�UVW�JDPH�ZLQQHU� LQ�P\�FD�
reer, and that’s great to have under your belt,” 
Creek said.

He leads the Colonials in scoring with 
more than 14 points per game, giving GW fans 
many chances to praise the transfer sharp-
shooter. 

–Victoria Rotta

Point guard Danni Jackson has cemented 
her name in the GW record books.

The graduate student scored her 1,000th 
point this season, making her the second play-
er in GW women’s basketball history to have 
1,000 points and 500 assists. 

After the women’s program – once one 
of the best in college hoops – took a dive by 
À�QLVKLQJ�XQGHU������IRU�IRXU�VWUDLJKW�VHDVRQV��
Jackson has led the team’s ascendance this 
season. She’s usually the smallest player on 
the court, but has already racked up her most 
ever assists this season.

Jackson is close friends with WNBA play-
er Monica Wright of the Minnesota Lynx, and 
hopes to follow in her footsteps of playing 

professionally.
She said she can see herself coaching at the 

college or high school level, and was recently 
accepted to the Women’s Basketball Coaches 
Association’s program, “So You Want To Be 
A Coach,” which accepts just 50 graduating 
players across the nation.

:KHQ�WKH�VWDU�LV�RͿ��WKH�FRXUW��VKH�ORYHV�WR�
go shopping in Georgetown, and can also be 
IRXQG�RQ�WKH�Á�RRUV�RI�)UDQFLV�6FRWW�.H\�+DOO��
having exclusive dance parties with her two 
other graduate student teammates.

“We’re a funny team. We actually should 
have our own show,” Jackson said.

 –Ariana Mushnick

Betsy Zander John Kopriva

hottest  athletes

Maurice Creek
Danni Jackson

Best athletes

RUNNER-UPs
Patricio Garino,
Adam Wrobel

RUNNER-UPS
Megan Nipe, 
Kally Vanderbilt

RUNNER-UPS
Kethan Savage, Patricio Garino RUNNER-UPs

Megan Nipe, Christie Carpenter

CAMERON LANCATER | ASSISTANT PHOTO EDITOR



National reporters and critics have trained 
their pens on Nellie’s over the past few years. 
It’s become the clubhouse of D.C.’s gay commu-
nity, and an emblem of “post-gay” culture where 
it’s cooler to hang out in a place with fraternity 
paddles and sports logos on the walls than go-
go-dancers on the tables and blowjobs waiting to 
happen in the back room.

But let’s not overcomplicate Nellie’s allure. 
The U Street sports bar, which stands out on the 
street with a noisy patio you can hear from blocks 
away, has wonderfully strong drinks and good 
bartenders. Hell, even the hummus is strangely 
fantastic. Nothing is too expensive, and there 

are two floors of bars for 
your drinking pleasure.

Nellie's offers a 
brunch on the weekend, 

complete with drag queens. Trivia is on Wednes-
days, and doesn't suck. Signs that read “Are you 
Nellie enough?” have branded the place with 
plenty of masculinity that fuels latenight flirta-
tion. 

Yet, what makes Nellie's stand out is the at-
mosphere. It isn't dark, it isn't overly noisy, and 
it gets out of the way of your drinking. As much 
as a gay bar can be, it's laid back. 

The crowd is more varied, too. Amateur 
sports teams come together after games on all 
days of the week, and it seems that every gay 
man in the city stops by on at least one night of 
the weekend. 

There are downsides. Seeing people you 
know in a casual atmosphere may not be what 
you're looking for. Worse yet, the bar's popular-
ity means that it's crowded (sometimes not with 
gay people).

But, at the end of the night, Nellie's is a good 
gay bar because it lets you have fun. That's some-
thing other bars should learn from.  

–Eric Breese
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under-21 spot

gay bar

dive bar

hookah bar

BEST bar

happy hour

Nellie’s

RUNNER-UPS
Town, Cobalt

District Commons
Do they card?: Yes
What to order: District Old 
Fashioned, Atlas Brewing Co. 
District Common

When District Commons 
opened in Washington Circle 
in 2011, we didn’t quite know 
what to think. It’s not exactly a 
college bar. The on-campus res-
taurant seems upscale. Food is 
pretty expensive. For students, 
it has been the restaurant of 
special occasions, dinners with 
parents or the Hail Mary to im-
press a date.

But students should not be 
intimidated by the restaurant’s 
premium appearance. The bar 
area is classy enough to war-
rant throwing on a half-decent 
shirt, yet friendly and close 
enough to be a neighborhood 
spot for friends. A place where 
you can actually have a con-
versation, and they don’t blast 
Ke$ha, serve up poorly mixed 
PDUJDULWDV� RU� À�OO� XS� ZLWK� DQ�
obnoxious crowd.

Part one of District Com-
mon’s happy hour is typical: 
Monday through Friday, 4 to 6 
p.m. But the real clincher is its 
happy hour on weekdays from 
10 p.m. to close, opening up a 

new world of on-campus 
drinking opportunities. The 
happy hour is not the cheap-
est, at $5 for drafts, signature 
cocktails and select wines, but 
is impeccably good. A rotating 
selection of craft beers range 
from local favorites like D.C. 
Brau to exotic selections from 
small breweries. They even 
KDYH� D� WHUULÀ�FDOO\� VHVVLRQDEOH�
beer named after them (The 
District Common) by Atlas 
Brewing Co.

On cocktails, District Com-
mons innovates. The “District 
Old Fashioned” adds a cherry 
balsamic syrup to the classic 
drink and uses quality bour-
bon. The “Pony Express” is a 
wholly unique drink with gin-
ger bitters and fresh lime (Pro 
tip: Instead of vodka, ask for it 
with local favorite Green Hat 
gin, which really brings out 
the citrus). The bartenders are 
genuinely interesting people, 
without the usual angst of 
happy hour barkeeps pouring 
an endless stream of Jack and 
Cokes.

And there is always that $2 
pretzel bread, complete with 
delicious mustard-butter, a se-
OHFWLRQ� RI� Á�DW� EUHDGV�� DQG� WKH�
dinner bell late-night specials 
if you get hungry.

–Gabe Salkin

READERS’ PICKS
Thomas Foolery, McFadden’s

Brass Monkey is a mashup 
of venues with an unpreten-
tious vibe for a mildly preten-
tious crowd, who by the end of 
the night tend to get frat-boy, 
GDQFH�Á�RRU�URZG\��

From the basement-level 
karaoke lounge to the roof-
WRS� SDWLR�� \RX·OO� À�QG� D� EDU�
with reasonably priced mixed 

GULQNV�RQ�HDFK�Á�RRU��WKRXJK�WKH�
odd array of staircases is enough 
to confuse you while sober.

When rolling through Brass 
in a large group, pick a place to 
meet at the end of the night be-
cause it’s impossible not to get 
lost in the narrow, exposed brick 
rooms.

Veterans know to use the en-
WUDQFH�WR�WKH�.DUDRNH�ORXQJH�RͿ��
18th Street to avoid the line on 
Saturday nights.

–Kelly Brand 

Sometimes it’s not about 
with whom you have sex – 
but where. 

I’ve had many friends tell 
me sex stories that take place 
in a handicap bathroom, the 
Gelman stairwell or the Thur-
ston laundry room. After 
hearing all of their escapades, 
I knew I had to go on an ad-
venture of my own. 

Over the last few years, 
I’ve begun to compile a list of 
what I believe to be the hot-
test spots on campus. Some 
DUH� GHÀ�QLWH� ZLQV�� RWKHUV�
weren’t really worth the risk. 
But the list will keep growing. 

1. Would do again: 
Ross Hall

As much as it’s every-
one’s dream to hook up in 
Gelman, there are way too 
many windows in those 
study rooms for me to get go-
ing. 

Last year, I was lucky 
enough to start hooking up 
with someone in one of my 
classes. It was the perfect mix 
between study buddies and 
fuck buddies. Our study rou-
tine – when we couldn’t af-
ford to be distracted by a bed 
– normally involved a room 
somewhere in Ross Hall. 

After a few very long 
nights of cramming for an 
exam, it was time to start 
cramming something else in.

We gave each other a few 
suggestive looks across the 
room and it became clear that 
neither of us cared that we 
were in an academic facility 
for the most selective medi-
cal school in the country. And 
the second we started kissing, 
that feeling became stronger. 
He picked me up a second 

later and half our clothing 
was gone within the minute. 
We strategically placed our-
selves in the corner of the 
dusty old study room, pray-
ing no one would walk in, 
and went at it. 

7KH� À�UVW� IHZ� WLPHV� ZH�
heard someone walk past 
the room, I was pretty sure I 
was going to have a heart at-
tack. But once we got into the 
groove of things, the danger 
of being caught only added 
to the fun. Once we were 
both done, we put our clothes 
back on and went right back 
to studying. At least now we 
both had smirks on our faces. 

2. We’ll keep this one in the 
books: Kogan Fountain

We’ve all been there: You 
meet a cute guy at a bar and 
he seems interesting, but not 
interesting enough to sleep 
with. I spent a majority of 
my night talking, dancing 
and taking shots with him, 
but even the tequila couldn’t 

make his jokes funny. 
I just kept telling myself 

not to give up on him be-
cause he was so hot. After 
stumbling out of the bar, we 
began walking back together 
and stopped in the middle 
of campus. It was then that I 
had a brilliant idea and start-
ed dragging this poor guy 
toward Kogan Plaza. When 
he questioned me on where 
we were going, I blurted out 
that it was on my bucket list 
to hook up with someone in 
the Kogan fountain. 

He seemed a little skepti-
cal of the idea, but not enough 
WR�VD\�QR�WR�PH��,�NLFNHG�RͿ��
my sandals and jumped in. 
He was a little more cautious, 
taking his time untying his 

shoes and making sure not 
to splash any water when he 
À�QDOO\�VWHSSHG�LQ��

We spent the rest of 
our night making out and 
splashing around. I ended 
up having a lot of fun with 
him, but that might just have 
been because we weren’t do-
ing much talking. At least 
his mouth was good for one 
thing after all. 

I’m still very so-so on 
my feelings about that night. 
,W�ZDV�GHÀ�QLWHO\�D�ORW�RI�IXQ��
but the memory is ruined 
every time I walk past the 
fountain and see the disgust-
ing color of the water. I still 
don’t understand how we 
didn’t get caught by UPD or a 
single student – but that’s not 
something I’ll ever complain 
about.

3. Goal for the rest of the 
year: Phillips 

I’m going to be pretty 
unhappy if I don’t get to 
hook up in Gelman, Marvin, 

Tompkins and Duquès before 
I graduate. But none of those 
compare to my favorite place 
on campus – which is obvi-
ously at the top of my list. It 
doesn’t really have a name, 
I tend to just call it the top 
of Phillips. It’s the top of the 
stairwell, and it the most ide-
al study spot. There’s always 
a table and a few chairs, and 
if you’re lucky, an extension 
cord. 

The view is really what 
does it. Who wouldn’t want 
to do the deed while looking 
at the D.C. skyline? I know 
I’m not the only one who’s 
thought of this – I’ve seen 
multiple condom wrappers 
and even a pillow up there. 
But considering the amount 
of times someone has walked 
up there while I’ve been 
studying – fully clothed – I 
think this is a place that might 
take a little more work. 

Raise high,

Casey

Brass Monkey

RUNNER-UPS
McFadden’s, Bier Baron

Most popular flavors: double apple ($12.99) 
and exotic blue mist ($16.99) 

Zenobia’s heated patio area is still com-
fortable in the winter, but it’s the more than 
30 different shisha flavors that keep people 
coming.

The popular five-year-old Syrian lounge 
is more than just a hookah bar: It offers a 
bookstore, gift shop and full menu. 

Regulars look forward to the warmer 
weather, when the hookah patio opens up to 
an adjacent seating section and becomes an 
lively yet cozy spot to watch sports.

Zenobia’s menu is what makes it better 
than other hookah bars in the area. You can 
feast on a beef kebab and drink Turkish cof-
fee($3.25) while you enjoy one of the fruity 
shisha flavors.

Be sure to call ahead about seating, 
though, since the joint packs up quickly on 
Fridays and Saturdays, which the general 
manager said are their busiest nights until the 
3 a.m. closing time. The rest of the week usu-
ally isn’t as busy and Zenobia serves as a nice 
alternative study spot to Gelman or Starbucks 
– especially since it stays open until 1 a.m. on 
weekdays.

 While you’re there, make sure you ask about 
WKH�%HOO\�UHZDUGV�SURJUDP��ZKLFK�RͿ�HUV�GLVFRXQWV�
and special deals through your smartphone. 

–Morgan 

Baskin

Town doesn’t allow for much conversation, 
but always gives you plenty to talk about. 

College students – gay and straight and ev-
erything else – scream the lyrics to Ke$ha’s “Tim-
ber” and squeeze through the dance floor to get 
to their friends or the twink across the room. It is 
a place for shameless makeouts and outrageous 
dancing.

With an 18+ Friday night ($10), Town has 
quickly become the go-to spot for the younger 
crowds that want a crazy night out.

 The first floor hosts a drag show at 10:30 
p.m., featuring a range of performances and im-
personations ranging from classic Britney to Be-
yoncé. There is also a full bar and seating avail-
able. Audience members yell “Get it, girl!” and 
“Work it!” as the performers makes their way 
around the stage.

 While watching the drag show is always a 
fun time, the real party is upstairs.

 After climbing over the fallen drunks on 
the stairs, you reach the main dancing area. The 
second floor, complete with another bar and a 
lounge area, doesn’t start to fill up until a little 
after 11, but once the DJs start spinning their top 
40 mixes, it’s impossible not to dance through the 
strobe lights and between go-go boys.

 One Friday night at Town is enough to fill 
the fun threshold for the entire weekend. But be-
ware: You’ll definitely be tempted to pre-game, 
but if you’re underage and the bouncer thinks 
you’re drunk, you won’t be getting in – no mat-
ter how much you protest.

–Emily Holland

Town

Zenobia

Best on-campus hook-up spots

RUNNER-UPS
Prince

RUNNER-UPS
Thomas Foolery, 
La Loma (Mexico)

Its boarded-up facade is set 
back from the well-lit 18th Street, 
with a dingy door that leads you 
into the low-light dive-bar expe-
rience that is Dan’s Cafe. 

Since 1965, this Adams Mor-
gan staple has served mixed 
drinks in squirt bottles for a frac-
tion of the price of any other D.C. 
cocktail. Not only is it cheap, the 
squirt bottle seems downright 
novel to patrons who get their 
choice of hard liquor and mixer 
to be shot into their mouths over 
the sound of the 25 cent jukebox. 

Students might overlook 
the shoddy booths and less-
than-clean tables for the strong 
and (as close as you can get to) 
IUHH�Á�RZLQJ� DOFRKRO�� 'ULQNV�
come with an eighth of alcohol, 
a can of soda and the promise of 
someone trying to steal one of 
Dan’s squirt bottles by the end 
of the night. 

–Kelly Brand

Dan’s Cafe

RUNNER-UPS
Lindy’s Red Lion Inn, 51st State ALY KRUSE | HATCHET STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

NICOLE RADIVILOV| HATCHET STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

ALY KRUSE | HATCHET STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

JORDAN LEON | HATCHET STAFF PHOTOGRA-

BE
ST

                                Nightlifeof nw

Who wouldn’t want 
to do the deed while 
looking at the D.C. 

skyline?
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To place a classified ad, 
go to gwhatchet.com and click on 
CLASSIFIEDS in the upper right corner. 
For all other ads, email 
ads@gwhatchet.com 
or call 202-994-7682.

MERCHANTSPAGE

To play: Complete the grid 
so that every row, column 
and every 3x3 box contains 
the digits 1 to 9. There is not 
guessing or math involved, 
just use logic to solve.

Solution

&UHDWH�DQG�VROYH�\RXU
6XGRNX�SX]]OHV�IRU�)5((�
3OD\�6XGRNX�DQG�ZLQ�SUL]HV�DW�

RTK\GUWFQMW�EQO
7KH�6XGRNX�6RXUFH�RI�´7KH�*:�+DWFKHWµ�

CLASSIFIEDS
JOBS
Hosts - The Hamilton
Very busy restaurant (Metro Center) has immediate openings for hosts.  Must be 
friendly, courteous, energetic and work as part of a team.  Flexible hours-day, 
evening & weekend shifts. 
Apply in person 3-5pm daily or online
http://thehamiltonlive.com/main/employment_app_live.cfm

FOR SALE
OWN YOUR BUSINESS INSTEAD OF WORKING FOR OTHERS
UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY TO OWN YOUR OWN BUSINESS INSTEAD OF WORKING 
FOR OTHERS. 
ESTABLISHED PET PRODUCTS BUSINESS, INCLUDED IN THE PRICE IS MOBILE 
GROOMING SERVICES AND WALKING SERVICES. 
TOTAL PROFIT - $80,000,WITH ADDITIONAL OWNER BENEFIT OF 30,000 PER 
YEAR IF WORKING AT STORE. 
CURRENTLY, VERY LITTLE DAY-TO-DAY MANAGEMENT NEEDED. 
EMAIL - JACOBMNE@YAHOO.COM

$7.99
Large 1-topping pizza

Manny & Olga's
(202) 387-0025



''GAMES
OF THE WEEK

THE

NUMBER 
CRUNCH

Sports The fi nal national ranking of the women’s squash team after its upset win over 
Columbia at the CSA Nationals Sunday. It marks the highest end-of-season national 

ranking in program history.

After two weeks away from the 
Smith Center, the Colonials 
will return to their monumental 
homecourt advantage looking to 
sweep the season series with the 
Patriots.

MEN’S BASKETBALL
vs. George Mason

Having gotten over the fi rst-win 
hump, GW will take to their home 
diamond for the fi rst time this 
season, hoping to kick start its 
season into gear. 

SOFTBALL

9

The George Washington University is an equal opportunity/  
affirmative action institution  certified to operate in Va by SCHEV.       39253

INFORMATION SESSIONS:

To RSVP or for more information,  
please visit go.gwu.edu/se  
or call 703-248-2800.

Offered by the GW Graduate School of Education and Human Development

Our secondary (grades 7–12) education master’s program  
consists of an innovative series of field-based experiences  

and prepares students for a teaching license.

Develop the skills and knowledge essential for effective 
teaching of core subjects in middle and high schools.

Convenient evening classes in Arlington, VA, for working professionals.

Earn a master’s degree in secondary education.

 Who Will
TeachThe Next 
Generation? 

MONDAY, MARCH 24 
5:00 PM
950 N. Glebe Road, 6th Floor 
Arlington, VA 22203

MONDAY, APRIL 14 
5:00 PM
950 N. Glebe Road, 6th Floor 
Arlington, VA 22203

METRO:
Orange line to  
Ballston Station

For the first time in 

program history, the 

women’s squash team 

can call themselves win-

ners of the Kurtz Cup.

After upsetting No. 

10 Brown in the semifi-

nals, GW rallied from a 

4-2 hole against Colum-

bia in the championship 

match to grab the slim 

5-4 victory. The two vic-

tories also boosted the 

Colonials’ national rank-

ing from No. 11 to No. 9 

– its highest end-of-sea-

son ranking in program 

history.

The Kurtz Cup is 

awarded to the B-Divi-

sion Champions at the 

College Squash Asso-

ciation Team Nation-

als. Previously, GW had 

competed in the C-Divi-

sion, earning that title in 

the 2009-2010 and 2011-

2012 seasons.

First on the road to 

the trophy was a rematch 

with No. 14 Middlebury, 

who GW had defeated 

7-2 in January. This time 

around, it was more of 

the same, as the Colo-

nials won the top three 

matches, two in straight 

sets. Sophomore Emely 

Levyn clinched the 6-3 

victory with her win at 

the No. 5 slot.

What lay ahead for 

the Colonials, though, 

seemed like a daunting 

task. Both Brown and 

Columbia had beat GW 

earlier this season, 6-3 

and 7-2, respectively.

But two five-set vic-

tories from sophomore 

Alejandra Porras and 

senior Kelly Barnes gave 

the Colonials an early 

lead against Brown, and 

a No. 2 win from fresh-

man Breanne Flynn pro-

pelled GW to avenge its 

early-season loss with 

the 5-4 win.

In its first-ever ap-

pearance in the B-Di-

vision Championships 

against Columbia, 

things didn’t look good 

early for the Colonials. 

With a win at the No. 8 

slot, the Lions went up 

4-2 and were leading in 

another. A win from se-

nior Jackie Shea, though, 

brought GW within one, 

and a straight-sets vic-

tory from Porras tied it 

at 4.

It was all up to soph-

omore Eunice Tan, who 

responded under pres-

sure with poise, win-

ning the championship-

clinching match 3-1.

The Colonials will-

turn their sites to com-

pete at the CSA Indi-

vidual Championships 

in Philadelphia starting 

Friday.

NICK ONG
SPORTS EDITOR

ST. LOUIS -- GW’s 66-59 loss to 

No. 10 Saint Louis on Saturday, like 

most of the team’s defeats this year, 

wasn’t necessarily a sign of trouble 

in Foggy Bottom.

To some fans, it will be just an-

other notch in the loss column for 

the Colonials – their third in the last 

four games – and another step back 

in the Atlantic 10 standings. It begs 

the question: Will this GW team 

transform from a surprise contender 

to a letdown?

But to the NCAA selection com-

mittee – whose opinion will be the 

deciding factor come March – it will 

be a single-digit loss, on the road 

against a top 10 team. The loss actu-

ally boosted GW’s already high rat-

ings percentage index, or RPI, from 

32 to 30. RPI is a key factor for the 

selection committee come Selection 

Sunday.

Yes, a win over the Billikens 

would have certainly locked up a 

March Madness slot for the Colo-

nials, but that doesn’t mean they 

should put away their dancing 

shoes just yet.

“This is a top-five conference, 

in my opinion. If it ended today, I 

think six or seven teams [from the 

A-10] would go to the tournament,” 

head coach Mike Lonergan said. 

“We just have to get everybody on 

our team focused where we can go 

to the tournament, but it’s a league 

that doesn’t get enough credit.”

Lonergan has a point. The A-10 

has proven that its five bids to the 

NCAA Tournament last season 

weren’t a fluke. In fact, it should 

happen once again this year.

Although the Colonials current-

ly sit out of that group in sixth place, 

the conference’s remaining schedule 

weighs in the Colonials’ favor.

“We had a tough stretch, so now 

what do we have to do? We have 

to bounce back,” Lonergan said. 

“UMass, VCU, this game. Thank 

god we got Richmond and now 

we’re looking at the last three one 

at a time. We’ve got three winnable 

games.”

GW (20-7, 8-5) plays two of its 

final three regular season games 

against conference bottom-feeders 

– Fordham (9-16, 2-10) and George 

Mason (9-17, 2-10). The rest of the 

top-tier teams in the conference will 

all battle it out against each other, 

doing GW a favor in the process.

If you want to circle a game on 

your calendar, put it around Mar. 5. 

That’s the Colonials’ home finale, 

and second-to-last game of the reg-

ular season, against Saint Joseph’s 

(19-7, 9-3). The Hawks are No. 2 

in the conference now and have 

defeated conference powerhouses 

UMass and VCU.

Lonergan was blunt in describ-

ing what his team needed to win out 

in these remaining games.

“The key to us is we’ve got to 

start making shots,” said Lonergan, 

whose team has struggled to find an 

outside presence in recent games. “I 

told Mo Creek, ‘Hey, you’ve got to 

make shots again. You know, when 

you were making shots we had a 

hell of a season going.’”

A consistent presence on the out-

side will further open up the paint 

and distract opponents from GW’s 

frontcourt. Against the Hawks, who 

allow opponents to shoot 35 percent 

from beyond the arc, there will be 

plenty of open looks.

A win against Saint Joseph’s 

would all but lock up a fifth-place 

finish for GW and could even bump 

them up to fourth, where they 

would also get a double-round bye 

in the A-10 Tournament.

“We’re still playing some tough 

teams, but at least two of the last 

three are at home,” Lonergan said. 

“Hopefully we’ll get Kethan [Sav-

age] back for the conference tourna-

ment, but we’ve got to get our mo-

mentum back.”

That possibility, though, lies in 

the hands of GW’s conference foes. 

Two of the current top-five teams – 

Massachusetts (21-5, 8-4) and VCU 

(20-7, 8-4) – still have remaining 

matchups with top-seeded Saint 

Louis, who is undefeated in confer-

ence play.

UMass and Richmond (18-9, 

8-4) also have tough matchups on 

the road at a raucous Dayton (19-8, 

7-5) Arena, while Richmond and 

VCU still have to face one another a 

second time.

“It’s not going to be easy to stay 

in that top four, it’s really bunched 

up right now,” Lonergan said at 

a practice before the Saint Louis 

game. “We’re definitely still try-

ing to fight for seeding, but really 

trying to get as many wins as we 

want, because we want to get an at-

large bid if we can’t win that A-10 

Championship.”

SEAN HURD | HATCHET STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Despite loss, Colonials should keep dancing shoes close
NICK ONG & SEAN HURD
SPORTS EDITORS

Women’s squash wins fi rst ever Kurtz Cup

A-10 Standings*
       Conference Record       Overall Record                   RPI    

Saint Louis               
Saint Joseph’s                
Massachusetts                
VCU
Richmond 
George Washington                
Dayton                

12-0
9-3
8-4
8-4
8-4
8-5
7-5

25-2
19-7
21-5
20-7
18-9
20-7
19-8

11
t-39

13
25

t-47
30
55

*Top 4 teams get double-bye for A-10

 It’s not going to be easy 
to stay in that top four, it’s 

really bunched up right now.

MIKE LONERGAN
Men’s basketball head coach

Colonials take 
down Brown, 
Columbia


