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Officials say those 
families concern 
them the most
COLLEEN MURPHY
NEWS EDITOR

I didn’t want to blame the Corcoran or GW because 
I don’t think anyone’s really to blame. It just really 
sucks that everything got tossed up into this abyss 

and no one can really � nd anything.

DOMINIC FREDIANELLI
National Guard veteran, Corcoran College student

Corcoran mismanages 
transferring scholarships 
and veteran bene� ts to GW

National Guard veteran 
and Corcoran student 
Dominic Fredianelli 
offi cially became 

a GW student last month, 
but his GI Bill benefi ts and 
$10,000 annual scholarship 
were left behind.

The junior, who served 
for six years and completed 
a tour in Afghanistan, spent 
a week trying to fi nd out 
where his federal housing 
stipend and scholarship had 
gone. He said calls to GW’s 
fi nancial aid offi ce were un-
successful at fi rst, and when 
he tried the Department of 
Veterans Affairs, he was put 
on hold for an hour before 
an employee told him to call 
back later.

“I didn’t want to step 
on anyone’s toes,” he said. 
“I didn’t want to blame the 

Corcoran or GW because I 
don’t think anyone’s really to 
blame. It just really sucks that 
everything got tossed up into 
this abyss and no one can re-
ally fi nd anything.”

Fredianelli was one of 10 
Corcoran military students 
who had their veteran benefi t 
eligibility forms lost during 
the Corcoran fi nancial aid of-
fi ce’s physical move, and be-
cause the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs takes weeks to 
process the paperwork, they 
won’t see their benefi ts for up 
to four weeks. That misstep 
forced student veterans, who 
said they heavily relied on 
their benefi ts, to scramble to 
pay for their rent, utility bills 
and textbooks.

Other students, who 
aren’t veterans, said the art 
school also mismanaged 

transferring students’ fi nan-
cial aid forms to GW. Stu-
dents had to prove that their 
Corcoran-given awards were 
legitimate, though their for-
mer college’s fi nancial aid of-
fi ce had shut down and they 
had no access to their forms.

GW has since set up 
emergency funds in the fi -
nancial aid and veterans of-
fi ces to help cover students’ 
day-to-day expenses, but the 
students involved say the 
problems created a disap-
pointing start to their time at 
their new university.

Emergency loans
Jonathan Fields, a pho-

tographer who served in 
Iraq, said he was worried 
he wouldn’t be able to make 

Of� cials secure emergency aid funds for students
JACQUELINE THOMSEN
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

Middle-class families 
face fastest growth in 
cost, even with aid

Middle-class families saw the 
amount they pay after receiving 
their fi nancial aid packages rise at 
a faster rate than any other income 
group over fi ve years.

Experts say GW has to not only 
help the poorest families, but also 
weigh how to lure families who can 
pay more out-of-pocket. Still, top ad-
ministrators say it’s the middle-class 
families that concern them most.

Between 2008 and 2013, fami-
lies that reported making between 
$30,000 and $48,000 a year paid 28 
percent more on average to cover 
the cost of attendance at GW, after 
factoring in grants and loans. And 
families in the next bracket, who 
make up to $75,000, paid 24 percent 
more in that time frame, according 
to data GW is required to report to 
the Department of Education.

That increase is more than dou-
ble the jump compared to families 
with the highest incomes, according 
to the data.

While the data shows families 
in the middle income brackets faced 
larger increases in their costs, GW 
administrators said they consider 
more than just income when de-
termining need. To look at who is 
truly middle-class, the fi nancial aid 
offi ce looks at a family’s wealth like 
stocks, real estate investments and 
family business value – assets fed-
eral fi nancial aid forms overlook.

“Frequently it’s these families 
that have the biggest time strug-
gling,” said Senior Vice Provost for 
Academic Affairs and Planning For-
rest Maltzman. “The families with a 
job but aren’t Pell eligible.”

The Board of Trustees approved 
a cost of attendance increase last 
winter that pushed GW’s sticker 
price over $60,000. The average net 
price at GW – the out-of-pocket 

cost after aid is given out – topped 
$32,000 in 2012, according to the 
most recent data from the Depart-
ment of Education.

And families in the lowest 
income bracket faced 14 percent 
net price increases, according to 
the data.

Last year, about 14 percent of 
GW students received Pell Grants 
– which the government most often 
awards to students whose families 
make less than $20,000 a year – up 
from 9 percent six years ago. Experts 
consider Pell Grants a key indicator 
of a school’s ability to recruit low-
income students, which GW has 
pledged to improve.

Though a middle-income fam-
ily may not qualify for a Pell Grant, 
that doesn’t mean they don’t need 
aid, said Sandy Baum, a senior fel-
low in the Graduate School of Edu-
cation and Human Development.

“They may not get a Pell 
Grant, so [the school doesn’t] get 
brownie points because you’re not 
poor enough. I worry about those 
[middle-income] students suffer-
ing,” said Baum, who specializes 
in student fi nancial aid policy. “In 
the very low-income bracket, there 
aren’t as many and everybody is 
watching. So focusing on the bottom 
income band is a problem.”

Even though the data shows 
stark contrasts in cost between 
the highest and lowest income 
brackets, Senior Associate Pro-
vost for Enrollment Management 
Laurie Koehler said it doesn’t 
show non-income assets that GW 
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We really want students 
to come here and stay 
here, and we know that 

by meeting as much 
aid as possible that will 

happen.

LAURIE KOEHLER
Senior Associate Provost 

for Enrollment Management
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Athletic Director Patrick Nero said he believes a college campus is still a good place for athlet-
ics to � ourish. That comes after the NCAA underwent major structural changes.

After NCAA overhaul, 
Nero stays optimistic

With the amateur model 
of college sports under siege, 
Athletic Director Patrick Nero 
is confi dent GW is strongly 
positioned to enter “the new 
generation of college athlet-
ics.”

The fourth-year director 
said the Atlantic 10 will likely 
move with the most powerful 
conferences to expand ben-
efi ts for student athletes, and 
that he is optimistic a college 
campus can continue to be a 
place for athletics.

“I think, yes, we’re at a 
critical point in time of fi gur-
ing out how does the sports 
model work at a collegiate 
level,” Nero said. “I think 
anyone that resides on a cam-
pus feels like, yes, it’s a good 

place for sports on a college 
campus, but I think that we 
also fi nd ourselves in a place 
where we’re not really sure 
what that should look like, 
but we’re really far down the 
road to back it up.”

The NCAA Division I 
Board of Directors ruled in 
August to give the fi ve rich-
est conferences – the Atlantic 
Coast, Big 12, Big 10, Pac-12 
and Southeastern – autonomy 
in 11 legislative areas from fi -
nancial aid and health care to 
travel expenses. The decision 
cleared the way for colleges 
to raise the high water mark 
for the kinds of resources they 
provide to student athletes.

The vote also acknowl-
edged that the NCAA’s previ-
ous governing structure was 
outdated. It came at a time 
when lawsuits have ques-
tioned the legality of a college 
sports model that uses the 
idea of amateurism to justify 
making billions of dollars off 
athletes while paying only for 
their tuition, room and board.

Still, the ruling has faced 
criticism: Some say it will fur-

ther the divide between the 
haves and have-nots in col-
lege sports.

The business, politics of 
college sports

Nero, an advocate for in-
creasing student-athlete ben-
efi ts, said he would like to 
adopt changes like expanded 
health care, continued educa-
tion and coverage of post-sea-
son travel expenses, as well as 
full cost of attendance scholar-
ships. GW, along with other 
colleges outside the Power 
Five, will be able to opt in to 
whichever rules are adopted 
as long as the school can af-
ford it and that school’s con-
ference approves it.

Nero said he predicts 
measures like the full cost of 
attendance scholarships to be 
in place as early as next year.

“I would expect that the 
Atlantic 10 in most instances 
will go with the same type of 
student-athlete benefi ts that 
those fi ve conferences do,” 
Nero said. “I think it’s going 
to allow us as universities to 

See NCAA Page 8

NORA PRINCIOTTI
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

Athletic director  
confi dent in college 
sports model

west end cinema
see pg. 6

Reviving indie � lms in the District:

KATIE CAUSEY | HATCHET STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Jonathan Fields said he was worried he wouldn’t be able to pay next month’s rent when 
problems arose with his veteran’s bene� ts, after the GW merged with the Corcoran.
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THIS WEEK
Tuesday, Sept. 9

WORTH QUOTING

CRIME LOG
POPULAR LAST WEEK
1 2 3 SEXUAL ASSAULT 

REPORT PROMPTS 
CALLS FOR GREEK 
AWARENESS
Experts say University 
President Steven Knapp 
missed an opportunity to start 
a campus-wide conversation 
about sexual violence after 
this month’s reported assault. 
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by Anna McGarrigle

KNAPP 
RESPONDS TO 
TRACHTENBERG
After former University 
President Stephen Joel 
Trachtenberg made remarks 
about sexual assault, Steven 
Knapp released a statement 
to the GW community that 
drew a line in the sand. 

Monday, Sept. 8

ALY KRUSE | HATCHET STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Protestors marched from the African American Civil War Memorial to U Street, calling for an end to police violence and justice 
for Michael Brown, who was killed in Ferguson, Mo. last month. His death stirred a national conversation on police brutality 
and racism, inspiring a series of protests.

MEDICAL SCHOOL 
MOURNS ‘TRAGIC 
LOSS’
Fourth-year GW 
medical student and 
undergraduate almunus 
Navdeep Kang died 
Wednesday from injuries 
he sustained in a 
motorcycle accident. 

Wednesday, Sept. 10 Thursday, Sept. 11

With D.C.’s public pools closing for the 
season, dog owners were invited to bring 
their pets for one last plunge.
Video by Blair Guild and Surya Greer

“We kept getting asked, ‘Do 
you take GWorld?’ ‘Do you take 
GWorld?’ and � nally at some 
point I � gured out, ‘I better � nd 
out what the hell GWorld is.”

Allied in Pride Speed Dating
Meet other members of Allied in 
Pride during this informal speed-
dating event. 
Marvin Center Room 405 • 7 p.m.

Confucius Institute Open 
House
Learn about Chinese culture and 
language in the GW Confucius 
Institute’s � rst open house of the 
year.
2147 F St. • 11:45 a.m.

9/11 Remembrance Vigil
Commemorate the Sept. 11 terrorist 
attacks with the GW community in a 
candleight vigil. 
University Yard • 7 p.m.

Covering the Midterm 
Elections
Join GW alumni as they discuss 
their experiences as journalists 
covering the midterm elections.
Jack Morton Auditorium • 7 p.m.

JOSH LEVIN, West End Cinema 
general manager on adding GWorld as a 
payment option.

BURGLARY II
Madison Hall
8/28/14 – 2:05 to 2:35 p.m.
Open case
A student reported that three laptop computers 
were missing from her room after she left her room 
for approximately 25 minutes.
Open case

DISORDERLY CONDUCT
University Yard
8/30/14 – 5:57 p.m.
Case closed
UPD encountered an intoxicated student in the 
crowd during Fall Fest who was assessed and trans-
ported to the hospital for treatment.
Referred for disciplinary action

DRUG LAW VIOLATION/LIQUOR LAW 
VIOLATION
Phillip Amsterdam Hall
8/31/14 – 1:27 a.m.
Case closed
UPD responded for a report of a suspicious odor 
and when offi cers entered the room in question they 
found evidence of drinking games and drug para-
phernalia in plain view. An administrative search 
was conducted and yielded approximately 7 grams 
of marijuana, alcohol and fake driver’s licenses.
Referred for disciplinary action

–Compiled by Benjamin Kershner



The University’s top 
safety offi cial is lobbying 
local taxi companies to ac-
cept GWorld, which he said 
will make students feel 
more secure in the city.

Senior Associate Vice 
President for Safety and Se-
curity Darrell Darnell said he 
is pushing the D.C. Taxicab 
Commission to recognize 
GWorld as a form of payment 
so students have more op-
tions for returning to campus 
late at night. But the plans, 
which are still in the early 
stages, likely won’t move for-
ward for several years.

With a Metro rail sys-
tem that closes at midnight 
on weekdays and 3 a.m. on 
weekends and that doesn’t 
reach every part of the city, 
Darnell said he wants taxis 
to accept GWorld so students 
without cash or a credit card 
can fi nd transportation.

“What I really don’t 
want to see is someone 
walking from Dupont Cir-
cle at one in the morning 
because they can’t catch a 
taxi,” he said.

Many schools across 
the country, like Vander-
bilt, Virginia Common-
wealth and Northeastern 
universities, allow stu-
dents to pay for taxi rides 

with their offi cial ID cards.
The proposal comes af-

ter offi cials released an app 
last month that allows stu-
dents to report crimes and 
call for emergency services. 
The app also gives students 
the option to call a cab from 
a list companies.

Ward 3 Council member 
Mary Cheh, who heads the 
Council’s transportation com-
mittee, said she was interested 
in hearing GW’s proposal.

“I’m always willing to 
explore innovative ideas and 
this might be one of them,” 
said Cheh, who is also a 
professor at the GW Law 
School. “I have no idea how 
we might proceed with im-
plementation, but I am quite 
willing to explore it.”

Last year, the Teamsters 
labor union that represents 
taxi drivers in the District 
sued the D.C. Taxicab Com-
mission, claiming that newly 
installed credit card readers 
were causing drivers to lose 
sales when the machines did 
not work properly. 

Businesses who accept 
GWorld have said that they 
have to infl ate their prices 
to make up for the 8 to 10 
percent commission GW 
earns for each item a stu-
dent pays for using the 
card. The University also 
charges businesses a 10-
cent fee for each purchase.

Student leaders have planned a 
month of events to raise awareness 
about mental health, marking the 
largest student-led response to last 
spring’s on-campus tragedies.

The Program Board has teamed 
up with the Residence Hall Asso-
ciation to promote a series of events, 
collectively titled “Breaking the 
Silence,” to compliment efforts by 
the University Counseling Center 
to start conversations about mental 
health issues. Organizers said they 
chose upbeat events, like a concert, 
walk and community art project, 
to bring a positive spin to a serious 
topic.

After three students commit-
ted suicide on the Mount Vernon 
Campus last spring, Program Board 
Executive Chair Liz Moses said stu-
dent leaders have looked for ways 
to promote awareness.

“It is to an effect a reaction to the 
suicides that happened last semes-
ter. Generally speaking, we wanted 
to take a reactive response to this 
and look at the state of mental health 
on GW’s campus,” Moses said.

Members of Program Board and 

RHA said they believed they had a 
responsibility to ensure conversa-
tions about mental health continue 
on campus – and to create a sense of 
community instead of isolation.

“Mental illness affects everyone 
in some way and everyone has ex-

perience with it, whether it affects 
them or someone else. It’s really im-
portant for us to continue the con-
versation,” said Ari Massefski, the 
president of RHA.

Austin Caldwell, co-communi-
ty service chair for Program Board, 

said last spring’s losses still feel “in-
credibly recent.” Caldwell is also a 
member of Beta Theta Pi fraternity, 
which freshman Benjamin Asma 
had joined before he committed sui-
cide in April.

Caldwell’s co-chair, David Mee-
han, said he thought it was impor-
tant for students to physically gath-
er for the cause.

“No matter what references are 
posted by the University, nothing’s 
going to hit home like standing in a 
crowd of 1,000 people thinking about 
the same things,” Meehan said.

UCC Director Silvio Weisner 
said starting conversations about 
mental health on a college campus 
requires collaboration among stu-
dents, faculty and staff. 

“UCC generally has contact 
only with those students whose 
mental health issues rise to a certain 
level of intensity and impact, and 
while these assessment, consulta-

tion and intervention functions are 
unique to UCC and integral to pro-
moting mental health and wellness, 
understanding the campus climate 
is necessary for any outreach, edu-
cation and promotion efforts,” Weis-
ner said in an email. He declined to 
sit for an interview.

The month will kick off in Ko-
gan Plaza with a PostSecret art proj-
ect, inspired by the PostSecret web-
site, which showcases anonymously 
submitted confessions online and in 
various pop-up art exhibitions.

At GW, tables will be placed in 
residence halls starting Sept. 10 for 
students to write down confessions 
ranging from the silly, like a song 
that’s a guilty pleasure, to struggles 
with depression. The secrets will 
later be collected and put on display 
in a collage so students can “see that 
they are not alone,” Moses said.
—Avery Anapol and Victoria Sheridan 

contributed reporting.

The University’s top academic 
leader plans to bring at least three 
of GW’s arts departments under 
the Corcoran school, linking those 
programs with the name of the his-
toric art school.

GW’s 50-student fi ne arts de-
partment and the Corcoran will 
function separately for at least the 
next semester. But that department 
and the University’s theater and 
dance programs will likely come 
under the new school in the fu-
ture, Provost Steven Lerman said 
last week.

Migrating those departments 
would bring the number of pro-
grams within the Corcoran school 
to at least 12 and would add a 
performing arts department to the 
historic school for the fi rst time. 
The move would also give more 
weight to the arts at GW, which 
students now say are considered 
low in priority.

“We intentionally named it the 
Corcoran School of the Arts [and 
Design] because I think we want to 
say that while the strength today is 
around visual art, we also want 
to build strength in performing 
art, which we have tremendous 
strength in,” Lerman said. “We 
wanted them to eventually be un-
der one sort of common umbrella 
to signal that the arts will continue 
to be very important at GW.”

The provost said the two units 
will have to strike a balance as 
they merge a department and a 
school of students who may have 
differing career goals. Corcoran 
students “disproportionately be-
come artists” compared to GW’s 
past fi ne arts majors, Lerman said.

“We have many faculty who 
are probably stronger in the study 
of art, though we do have people 
who also create art,” Lerman said.

Lerman said the merger would 
create a “very productive meld-
ing” with the Corcoran. He said 
the Corcoran’s well-known name 
could be a boon for GW, helping 
draw top students interested in 
arts away from competitors.

Thirteen students graduated 
with fine art degrees from GW 
last spring.

“I don’t think any of the peers 
with whom we compete will have 
that sort of depth and breadth. I do 
think it will be a differentiator for 
some students and will help us in 
what’s always a competitive market 
around the different opportunities 
students have,” Lerman said.

The merger could eventually 
elevate all of GW’s art programs, 
including theater and dance, Ler-
man added. He didn’t say if the 
music, art therapy or interior de-
sign programs could also move 
under the new school.

Megan Dauerman, a sopho-
more majoring in fi ne art at GW, 
said the merger would also open 
students to a wider variety of 
classes in areas the University does 
not offer now – like printmaking.

“We’re hoping that with this 
merger we’ll be able to go further 
into our concentration,” Dauer-
man said. “We can expand what 
we can do and take different class-
es we don’t have.”

Students applying to the 
Corcoran will also have to submit 
a portfolio of 10 to 15 pieces of art, 
which is not a GW requirement for 
its fi ne arts program. Lerman said 
Corcoran students would be able 
to submit those portfolios and be 
“very competitive” for the pres-
tigious Presidential Scholarship 
program, the top award for stu-
dents in art fi elds.

But talks between professors in 
GW’s fi ne arts department and the 
Corcoran are just beginning, said 
Siobhan Rigg, the chair of GW’s 
fi ne arts department. She said the 
discussions so far have focused on 
the work of Corcoran students and 
faculty and day-to-day details, like 
course schedules and available 
classroom space.

“There have defi nitely been 
some growing pains,” said Mike 
Iacovone, an adjunct professor 
at the Corcoran. “Two years ago, 
none of us would have imagined it 
would have come to this.”
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GW lobbies taxis to 
accept GWorld

Program Board declares mental health awareness month

BRANDON LEE
STAFF WRITER

LEAH EDWARDS | HATCHET PHOTOGRAPHER
Megan Dauerman, a sophomore majoring in � ne arts at GW, said the Corco-
ran merger would open students to a wider variety of classes that the Univer-
sity does not currently offer. She pointed to printmaking as one new option.

HATCHET FILE PHOTO
Previous mental-health-related events held on campus have included the 
“Love is Louder” block party, an event organized by Active Minds that 
sought to spread positive mental health before � nals began.

GRETA SIMONS | HATCHET PHOTOGRAPHER
Senior Associate Vice President for Safety and Security Dar-
rell Darnell said cabs accepting GWorld will help promote 
student safety when students don’t have cash or a credit 
card on them and need a ride back to campus.
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I don’t think any of the peers with whom we compete will have 

that sort of depth and breadth. I do think it will be a differentiator 

for some students and will help us in what’s always a competitive 

market around the different opportunities students have.

STEVEN LERMAN
Provost

GW’s arts departments to likely 
come under the Corcoran name

SMPA curriculum changes to emphasize digital storytelling

ALLISON KOWALSKI 
NEWS EDITOR

COLLEEN MURPHY &
MARY ELLEN MCINTIRE
NEWS EDITORS

WHERE TO SUBMIT SECRETS TO THE 
POSTSECRET ART PROJECT

Sept. 10 to 19

Thurston Hall 
Potomac House 

Philip Amsterdam 
Hall

Mark Shenkman Hall
West Hall

JACQUELINE THOMSEN
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

NICOLE RADIVILOV | CONTRIBUTING PHOTO EDITOR
The fifth floor of the The School of Media and Public Af-
fairs is home to the Center for Innovative Media.

The School of Media 
and Public Affairs will 
launch a new curriculum 
focused on data-driven sto-
rytelling next fall, respond-
ing to the rising demand for 
employees with data skills 
at news organizations and 
communication fi rms.

An undergraduate cur-
riculum committee spent 
about 15 months working 
on the overhaul. Kimberly 
Gross, the school’s assistant 
director, said core require-
ments will now include a 
coding course and a second 
research methods class to 
give students the tools to 
design research projects 
and perform big data anal-

ysis.
The school will require 

students to take two digital 
media introductory courses: 
one that aims to make them 
more web savvy and an-
other that centers on fi lm-
making. Previously, a single 
class covered shooting and 
editing techniques as well 
as HTML, one of the most 
basic coding languages.

SMPA’s director, Frank 
Sesno, said he has steered 
the school toward a focus 
on data and new technol-
ogy, an effort to help gradu-
ates beat the odds in an un-
steady job market.

Employment numbers 
in journalism and mass com-
munication have plateaued, 
according to a 2013 report by 
the University of Georgia’s 

Cox Center that compared 
data over two years.

In the spring, Poynter 
identifi ed 37 core skills that 
it found journalists needed 
to be successful. The list 
included the ability to in-
terpret statistical data and 
graphs as well as basic au-
diovisual, coding and edit-
ing skills.

“We’re all storytellers, 
but how do you compel 
readers? Data is one way,” 
said Sesno, who is CNN’s 
former D.C. bureau chief.

Gross said SMPA offers 
courses with topics that fu-
ture members of the jour-
nalism and political com-
munication world need to 
know, but the classes still 
only scratch the surface and 
don’t allow students to tru-

ly engage with the subjects.
“There’s not enough 

room to create the baseline of 
the various skills you need for 

jobs in the fi eld,” Gross said.
The school’s senior 

seminar on media ethics 
will also be available to ju-

niors for the fi rst time, and 
only one internship instead 
of two will be able to count 
as a skills credit.

Students in both majors 
must now take introduc-
tion to political communi-
cation and introduction to 
newswriting, but after the 
changes go into effect, stu-
dents will only be required 
to take the course that is in 
their major.

Gross said the updates 
will allow students to better 
focus on their chosen area 
of study and make room 
for more courses in their 
schedule that emphasize 
skills rather than theory. 
Faculty will take the rest of 
the year to discuss exactly 
how to modify each course, 
she added.
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The company GW is considering for an app that estimates BAC (online)
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At a University where it seems like administrators are often slow to respond 
to pressing student concerns, student anti-sexual assault advocates deserve 
praise for stepping up this semester and carrying on a tradition of activism.

FroM

– senior ColUMnist JUstin Peligri on recent anti-sexual assault student activism • Sept. 8
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 Staff Editorial

Swing and a miss for GW’s 
new application questions

Robin 
Jones Kerr 
Opinions Editor

Program board takes risks
So far this semester, Program Board has taken a fresh approach to some of the Uni-
versity's largest events. Last weekend, Cold War Kids headlined Fall Fest – a much-
needed shift away from the electronic dance parties of the past two years.

Then, Program Board announced it will give students an opportunity to help 
choose future acts, including them in decisions that often draw strong reactions – both 

positive and negative – on campus. The organization also plans to hold a talent show for student 
performers, and the winner will open at Spring Fling.

All of these are welcome innovations that demonstrate the group’s commitment to please 
GW’s diverse, if picky, student body. We’re looking forward to their ideas for the rest of the year.

gW hoops earns national exposure
This season, 14 of the times GW's men’s basketball team takes the court, their game 
will be nationally televised on ESPNU. That’s a program record, and it shows a re-
markable amount of faith from the powers that be in the potential for fireworks from 
GW’s program this season. Not only does athletic success boost morale on a campus 
often lacking it, but spirit can also benefit a school that needs to tap students and 

alumni for donations. The national exposure will be valuable to the University as it continues a $1 
billion fundraising campaign this year.

A solid athletics program also brings the potential of adding two new types of students to our 
campus – more sports fans, as well as athletes from the far reaches of the country. The chance to 

application changes allow for flexibility

The University announced last week that applicants can now 
indicate one school as their top choice and a second as an al-
ternate. It's a smart move for GW to try to allow for more flex-
ibility in the application process: Not every 17-year-old high 
school senior knows he or she wants to spend all four years 

of college locked into the Elliott School of International Affairs, for example. 
These changes allow the less precocious, or less decisive, among us to still 
apply to GW confidently.

And experts told The Hatchet that the changes will attract more appli-
cants to the school – a chance to increase student diversity. Excitingly, too, 
students who apply exclusively to the Corcoran College of the Arts + De-
sign won’t be required to submit ACT and SAT scores, which keeps with the 
school's previous requirements. It’s encouraging to see GW preserve some 
of the Corcoran's traditions as the two institutions merge.

MssC building crumbling
The Multicultural Student Services Center building has been in disrepair for quite some 
time, a problem that many students at GW had likely never noticed. But those who spend a 
great deal of time in the building have watched it suffer from neglect.

For years, student leaders have called for more student space, and yet a building with 
that kind of space that's essential to the diversity and betterment of the school has been 
forgotten. GW seems to constantly build new, large academic buildings to boost its research 
reputation, and after the GW Housing Horrors Facebook page gained traction on the local 

news, the University promised to renovate residence halls every seven years. But for a school that claims 
it's committed to diversity and inclusion, it needs to start paying attention to buildings not on the admis-
sions tour route. The University should take a systematic approach to renovating the townhouses and 
buildings that act as the core of student life – starting with the MSSC building.

thumbs up, thumbs down

Cartoon by
Jay Fondin

Everywhere we look on cam-
pus, we see evidence of GW’s 
“Making History” marketing 
campaign. It’s on the side of 

Gelman Library, it’s plastered on walls 
in the Marvin Center, it’s even painted 
up the sides of steps.

Everywhere you turn, you’re 
reminded that this is the school for 
politics and policy, and if you’re not 
creating your “Only at GW” moment, 
you’re not doing it right.

I was disappointed to see last 
week that not even the University’s 
admissions essays are safe from the 
buff and blue splash zone.

Whereas GW used to offer just 
one essay prompt (your generic 
question along the lines of “Why 
GW?”), it now lists three options: 
What would you ask George Wash-
ington himself if you went to din-
ner with him, how does GW fit with 
your “interests, talents and goals” 
and “As a member of the GW class 
of 2019, how will you make your 
own history?”

GW is trying to make its applica-
tion more flexible: In addition to the 
new prompts, it's allowing students 
to apply to a primary school (like the 
School of Media and Public Affairs) as 
well as an alternate (like the business 
school). But while the University's 
intentions were good, the execution 
was, unfortunately, poor.

GW should have considered 
deeply which questions would inspire 
the best, most informative and most 
personal responses from applicants, 
rather than try to make them conform 
to a shallow marketing campaign.

The entire purpose of the essay 
portion of an application is to glean 
something about an applicant’s per-
sonality that you can’t get from tran-
scripts or standardized test scores. The 
Chronicle of Higher Education called 
it “a student's essence.” None of these 
three questions, in my opinion, will 

provide that information to a GW ad-
missions officer.

Granted, the Common Appli-
cation, which GW now uses, asks 
questions of its own, but the whole 
point of the Common App is that 
the same information, including the 
essay, is sent to multiple schools for 
convenience. The GW-specific ques-
tions are vital for connecting with 
potential Colonials.

Incorporating a fundraising slo-
gan into application questions seems 
inappropriate. Asking students about 
"Making History" is vague and almost 
begs for a pretentious answer. What 
about students who have no desire to 
make their own history? 

I’m relieved that I don’t have to 
apply to GW all over again, because I 
don’t find any of these options palat-
able. Most of us only know one per-
sonality trait of our namesake – leader-
ship ability – so I hope the admissions 
office is ready to read thousands of 
similar essays about going to dinner 
with George. A better move would 
have been to let the student pick the 
historical figure: Whoever he or she 
chose would say something dynamic 
about his or her character.

Instead, GW could have gone 
the route of some of its peer schools, 
like Duke and Tufts universities, 
which ask questions I find fascinat-
ing and that would surely commu-
nicate a student’s essence.

Duke tells students, “If you’d like 
to share a perspective you bring or 
experiences you’ve had to help us un-
derstand you better – perhaps related 
to a community you belong to, your 
sexual orientation or gender identity, 
or your family or cultural background 
– we encourage you to do so.” That 
prompt gets straight to the point in-
stead of hiding behind a tagline, and I 
can only imagine the insightful essays 
Duke admissions officers get to read.

I’m not asking GW to necessar-
ily go the same direction as schools 
like the University of Chicago, 
which, believe or not, asks, “What 
makes an odd number odd?”

But at least that question 
piques my interest.

—Robin Jones Kerr, a senior 
majoring in journalism, is The 

Hatchet’s opinions editor.

gW needs a student-staffed 
survivor advocacy program
When former 

U n i v e r s i t y 
P r e s i d e n t 
Stephen Joel 

Trachtenberg caused a media 
firestorm last week, it didn't 
seem at first like anything 
positive could come of it.

But I was happily sur-
prised when students spoke 
out and proposed new ways 
to help survivors of sexual 
assault: Current and for-
mer members of Students 
Against Sexual Assault 
started a petition to raise 
$10,000 so GW can hire a 
full-time survivor advocate.

They want an admin-
istrator to join the Univer-
sity's ranks who will act as 
guide for victims. But why 
not go bigger?

Sally Kaplan, alumna 
and the author of the peti-
tion, told me she thinks the 
most essential way to help 
survivors heal is “to enforce 
serious change in the way 
GW as an institution values 
the personal well-being of 
each of its students.” To build 
that kind of culture, the Uni-
versity needs not one or two 
advocates, but a whole team.

Ohio University has a 
well-developed, and com-
pletely student-staffed, sur-
vivor advocacy program. The 
school’s women’s center runs 
the program with the help of 

a grant from the Justice De-
partment’s Office on Violence 
Against Women. Staff assign 
an advocate to any sexual as-
sault survivor who walks into 
the office or calls its hotline, 
which is available 24/7.

Each advocate has to 
complete an application pro-
cess and take a four-credit-
hour class to earn the position. 
The program's coordinator, a 
licensed social worker with 
24 years of experience, trains 
them in working with survi-
vors of sexual violence.

These advocates are 
available to survivors for a 
whole host of services, in-
cluding transportation to and 
from the hospital, if neces-
sary, and support during the 
hospital exam. If survivors 
choose to report their assault 
to the police, advocates will 
accompany them throughout 
the reporting and interview 
process. Even if they don’t 
choose to report, advocates 
are still available at any time. 
And the best part is, all their 
services are completely free 
of charge thanks to the Justice 
Department’s funding.

GW currently doesn’t 
have a program of this kind. 
Students can contact the Sex-
ual Assault Response Con-
sultative Team, which is run 
out of the University Police 
Department. There are also 
the Title IX coordinators, who 
provide many services to sur-
vivors, including informal 
counseling and connections 
to resources.

But for a number of rea-
sons, a survivor advocacy 
program staffed by students, 
like the model at OU, would 
be more effective.

The SARC team mem-
bers are administrators from 
a variety of GW departments 
who are trained in sexual 
assault response. Though a 
hotline is also open 24 hours 
a day, calling it means you 
speak to an operator, who di-

rects you to the team member 
on call – one of the 14 adults 
listed on SARC's outdated 
website. Meanwhile, the Title 
IX coordinators are mostly 
University bigwigs: people 
with "provost" and "director" 
in their titles.

It’s problematic that the 
only people GW has staffing 
these programs are adminis-
trators, not college students. 
The vast majority of survi-
vors already feel uncomfort-
able coming forward and 
seeking help.

William Arnold, a staff 
member of the Ohio Univer-
sity program, told me that 
one of the questions students 
most frequently ask him “is 
whether there is anybody 
‘like them’ that they can talk 
to. It's likely far less intimidat-
ing for a survivor to call in if 
he or she can speak to some-
one who sounds like a friend.

A similar program at 
GW would also mean sim-
ply having more people to 
answer the phone. Every 
survivor of sexual assault 
could have an advocate to 
guide them through each 
step of the reporting and 
healing process, and that 
ability shouldn't be limited 
by a lack of administrative 
manpower.

There’s always room for 
improvement when it comes 
to helping survivors of sex-
ual violence, and a student-
run program would act as a 
huge step toward an institu-
tional culture of support.

—Kinjo Kiema, a sophomore 
majoring in political 

communication, is a Hatchet 
columnist.

Kinjo Kiema

Columnist

Every survivor of 
sexual assault could 
have an advocate to 
guide them through 

each step of the 
reporting and healing 

process, and that 
ability shouldn’t be 

limited by a lack 
of administrative 

manpower.
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Offi cials express concern over costs for middle class
From Page 1

Corcoran fi nancial aid forms 
lost in the shuffl e of merger

From Page 1

HATCHET FILE PHOTO
Kris Hart, owner of Foggy Bottom Grocery, has plans to open a 24-hour diner on 
campus, but is currently unable to � nd a location for the restaurant.

24-hour Foggy Bottom 
diner delayed 
EVA PALMER
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

Students looking for a late-night 
snack on campus will have to wait a little 
longer for their dreams of greasy diner 
dishes to come true.

Foggy Bottom businessman Kris 
Hart has delayed his plans to open a 
“Jersey-style” diner on campus after 
hitting snags with at least two potential 
locations. Hart, who also owns Relaxed 
Spa & Tans and Foggy Bottom Grocery, 
has so far attempted to open the diner at 
the Shops at 2000 Penn and in a town-
house next to FoBoGro.

Hart said the only possible loca-
tion left of the three he’s considered 
is in the soon-to-be renovated Allen 
Lee hotel. That renovation project, 
which will begin later this month, 
include plans for a restaurant in the 
building. Hart said he’s approached 
the developers about putting the din-
er there, but he’s also willing to make 

the restaurant a pizzeria, which the 
planners have said they would prefer.

Hart said the project, which student 
leaders have craved for the past two 
years, is now at a standstill. If the alum-
nus manages to open a diner, it would 
be one of the only late-night options in 
Foggy Bottom.

“The problem for me right now is 
location. If it’s not convenient and acces-
sible, students and residents won’t go to 
it,” Hart said.

When Hart looked into putting the 
diner in the Shops at 2000 Penn, the com-
plex that is home to campus staples like 
Chipotle and Bertucci’s, he said the Uni-
versity did not want a restaurant in the 
building open late at night.

Hart said he had also considered 
placing the diner in the white townhouse 
next to FoBoGro, and he would have 
named it “The White House Diner.” But 
he said changing the site from a residen-
tial to commercial property would be a 
“monumental struggle.”

next month’s rent without 
his veteran housing sti-
pend. After spending hours 
on the phone with the VA 
and visiting GW’s fi nancial 
aid offi ce several times, he 
said he only found success 
once he approached GW’s 
Offi ce of Military and Veteran 
Student Services.

“It was almost like call-
ing Comcast and making a 
complaint about something 
and then saying, ‘Oh, we’ll 
get it taken care of,’ and never 
hearing back from them,” 
Fields said about working 
with GW’s fi nancial aid of-
fi ce.

He received an emergen-
cy loan for $600 from GW’s 
military offi ce, which he said 
covers most of his expenses. 
Still, he said he is now paying 
out of pocket for some bills.

Associate Provost for 
Military and Veteran Affairs 
Mel Williams, a retired vice 
admiral, said in a statement 
that it was the Corcoran’s re-
sponsibility to help their stu-
dents receive their benefi ts, 
but GW expects the issues “to 
be resolved soon.”

“After learning of these 
issues, the Offi ce of Military 
and Veteran Student Services 
immediately mobilized to en-
sure that no student will have 
a hold on his or her account, 
or experience any late fees or 
fi nancial trouble,” Williams 
said.

The University’s VA liai-
son, Roger Deason, deferred 
to Williams’s statement. Me-
gan Lutz, a VA public affairs 
offi cial, said she was told that 
the issues had been resolved.

George Altman, a senior 
writer for Military Times, 
said it wasn’t uncommon for 
veterans to have diffi culties 
with VA, but the delay in pay-
ments could hurt students 
who need to pay bills on time.

“In the end, you’ll get 
the retroactive payments, but 
if you’re a student vet who 
doesn’t have a lot of money, 
like a lot of students don’t, 
and you’re trying to pay for 
your books and you’re trying 
to pay rent and pay for your 
food, you can’t do that retro-
actively,” he said.

‘Hiccups’ in the transition
Rosemary Markowski, 

a graduate student studying 
art education, said GW had 
not been alerted about her 
donor-funded scholarship, 
which is worth more than the 
cost of Corcoran tuition. She 
then had to prove it existed, 
which she said was challeng-
ing because it was impossible 
to fi nd any representatives 
from her former college’s fi -
nancial aid offi ce.

She eventually found 
papers from the ceremonies 
where she won her scholar-
ships and an email that also 
mentioned them. She still will 
not receive the payout from 
her federal aid until October, 
which she said puts an extra 
squeeze on her fi nances.

GW’s fi nancial aid offi ce 
gave her a small loan, but she 
said it is not as large as the 
federal funds she would be 
receiving and will not cover 
all of her day-to-day expens-
es, like those on the new car 
she purchased to drive her 
two-hour commute to cam-
pus from her home in Clarke 
County, Va.

“I’m pulling from other 
things, or not paying other 
bills or asking my immediate 
family to wait on stuff,” she 
said. “It’s just frustrating and 
diffi cult to navigate after you 
get accustomed to going into 
classes for the fall and fi gur-
ing out schedules. It’s just a 
whole other element, just to 
be trying to get the fi nances 
together.”

Because the merger was 
tied up in D.C. courts and 
was not offi cially approved 
until a week before the start 
of the fall semester, the De-
partment of Education had 
to wait to begin transferring 
federal student loans to GW 
from the Corcoran.

In a letter that GW sent 
to Corcoran students on 
Aug. 21, Associate Vice Presi-
dent for Financial Assistance 
Dan Small wrote that their 
federal loans would be ap-
plied in up to two months, 
but they could start classes 
as scheduled. GW asked the 
Department of Education to 
expedite the process, which 
usually would have taken up 
to four months, he wrote.

Mimi Carter, a spokes-
person for the Corcoran and 
National Gallery of Art, de-
clined to comment, deferring 
to GW’s media relations of-
fi ce. University spokeswom-
an Maralee Csellar said all af-
fected Corcoran students can 
take GW classes, even if their 
Corcoran-given scholarships 
were not yet counted toward 
their tuition.

“The goal is to ensure that 
any hiccups associated with 
the Corcoran-GW agreement 
do not hinder a student’s 
educational experience,” she 
said in a statement.

GRAPHIC BY ANNA MCGARRIGLE

considers when giving out aid.
“It’s not [the net price] data that 

honestly is terribly informative to 
how we’re awarding students. Our 
goal is to award students with as 
much as possible based on what 
their need level is,” Koehler said.

Koehler, who the University 
hired last fall to link its admis-
sions and fi nancial aid offi ces, 
said the data excludes details 
about a family’s wealth – like 
businesses or stocks – that are 
left out of federal aid forms. She 
said GW, like many schools, has 
its own method of calculating in-
come that takes that information 
into account to paint a fuller pic-
ture of what a family can afford.

“We want to get the best stu-
dents we can within the constraints 
of a fi nite budget,” Koehler said. 
“We really want students to come 
here and stay here, and we know 
that by meeting as much aid as pos-
sible that will happen.”

Last fall, administrators pub-
licly admitted for the fi rst time that 
GW puts a portion of its applicants 
on the waitlist if they can’t pay full 
tuition. About 60 percent of students 
receive grants from GW, and the 
University met about 87 percent of 
need on average last year.

Universities will often spread 
out their fi nancial aid budget by 

awarding smaller packages to 
wealthier families, experts say.

Richard Vedder, the director of 
the Center for College Affordabil-
ity and Productivity, said after the 
2008 economic crisis, many schools 
realized they needed students who 
could afford most of the cost of tu-
ition to bring in more revenue.

“After 2009, they decided, ‘Hell, 
we can’t afford this. We’ve got to get 
a lot of rich kids, or from moder-
ately affl uent families, who will pay 
a larger portion of tuition,’” Vedder 
said. “The way they did this was 
cut discounting of low-income stu-
dents. So as tuition went up, fi nan-
cial aid for low-income kids didn’t 
increase, so those kids got walloped 
with big net increases.”

The University has made 
other efforts to keep costs 
down. In the spring, Univer-
sity President Steven Knapp 
charged a group of top adminis-
trators with finding ways to ac-
cept more low-income students 
and see them graduate. GW also 
has a fixed-tuition policy, which 
keeps the cost of tuition the 
same for returning students and 
allows families to plan without 
fear of tuition rising.

In May, the Board of Trust-
ees signed off on a 3.6 percent 
increase to GW’s now $170 mil-
lion financial aid pool after it 
decreased the year before.

Mark Kantrowitz, a fi nancial 
aid expert and senior vice president 
and publisher of Edvisors.com, said 
“the reality is everyone struggles” 
when trying to pay for college, es-
pecially low-income students who 
may qualify for federal aid but still 
are “paying a greater portion to-
ward college costs.”

Students with reported family 
incomes of less than $30,000 paid an 
average net price of about $18,000 in 

2011 – a 22 percent increase in cost 
from the year before. That’s about 
60 percent of their reported family 
income for the year.

Koehler, who warned of tak-
ing the data at face value, said 
a more effective method for 
making comparisons between 
schools is with college admis-
sions “shopping sheets,” like 
the one GW implemented for 
the first time this fall. More 

than 500 schools already use the 
sheets, which show students 
a total price tag, the type and 
amount of aid available, gradu-
ation rates and how much debt 
they’ll carry after graduation.

“I think it gives students and 
families a really clear way to say, 
‘This is the expectation of what 
I’m going to pay compared to this 
other school if the other schools 
are using it,’” Koehler said.



Just a few steps below 
street level on the corner of 
23rd and M streets lies West 
End Cinema, a hidden Mecca 
for independent fi lm lovers.

And while no marquee 
or fl ashing lights draw at-
tention to the theater, the 
homey space with posters 
and handwritten “Now 
Playing” signs covering 
the walls has carved out its 
own identity amid higher-
profi le theaters like Regal 
Cinemas and AMC Loews.

West End Cinema’s gen-
eral manager, Josh Levin, 
said he is trying to attract 
more GW students as the the-
ater’s fourth anniversary ap-
proaches. It started accepting 

GWorld Aug. 25, and Levin 
said students might be able to 
buy tickets online using their 
cards in the future.

“We kept getting asked, 
‘Do you take GWorld?’ ‘Do 
you take GWorld?’ and fi -
nally at some point I fi gured 
out, ‘I better fi nd out what 
the hell GWorld is,’” Levin, 
46, said. “One of our hopes 
is that by making it more 
convenient for GW students 
to come here, we’ll be able 
to become more sort of in-
grained in students’ campus 
experiences and that will 
help us sustain longer.”

West End Cinema’s 
building was previously oc-
cupied by a theater called In-
ner Circle 5, 6, 7, which closed 
in 2003. Because it already 
had the necessary equipment 

and permits for a movie the-
ater, Levin said it was easy to 
transform the space back into 

a functional cinema.
“We were looking for a 

place in D.C. to bring back 

the idea of a neighborhood-
focused, community-fo-
cused, art-house cinema,” 
Levin said.

The screens are smaller 
than the standard 22-by-52-
foot displays in major the-
aters across the country, add-
ing to the cozy feel. Instead 
of shuffl ing through endless 
rows of seats, audiences at 
West End Cinema are tightly 
packed into the small screen-
ing rooms.

And the intimacy is 
heightened by the theater’s 
staff of eight employees.

“Because it’s so small, 
it’s a small staff and peo-
ple are there for years and 
years generally, so you real-
ly get to know each other,” 
said Kate Meroski, a GW 
alumna and former West 

End Cinema employee.
When it comes to pick-

ing fi lms to screen, Levin 
said there’s little difference 
between West End Cinema 
and a 20-screen Megaplex: 
Staff comb through lists of 
newly released fi lms every 
Monday and determine the 
best ones to show.

But while the process 
might look the same, the 
motivation behind fi lm 
choices is often different. 
For Levin, the deciding fac-
tor is his audience.

“What I consider a popu-
lar fi lm is a fi lm that speaks 
to people who are interested 
in foreign cultures or who are 
interested in documentary 
storytelling or who are inter-
ested in non-traditional indie 
storytelling,” Levin said.

West End Cinema: A Mecca for indie � lm enthusiasts
STEPHANIE VILELLA
HATCHET REPORTER

Something crazy happened this week in 1967, and we'd write it right here. On tis line. Center this.

SCENE
THIS WEEK

THE

THIS WEEK IN GW HISTORY

DJ Shadow and Cut Chemist 
join forces to give tribute to 
Afrika Bambaataa, founder of 
Zulu Nation and “Godfather” 
to hip-hop culture. 

RENEGADES OF 
RHYTHM TOUR
The Fillmore
Sept. 8, $43

The book store will host its 
third annual graphic novel 
panel, featuring authors 
like Gareth Hinds and Farel 
Dalrymple.

ANNUAL GRAPHIC 
NOVEL PANEL
Politics and Prose
Sept. 14, FreeThis South African group 

blends rave with rap, produc-
ing an eclectic sound that 
varies from club bangers to 
ambient beats to spoken word 
tracks. 

DIE ANTWOORD
Echostage
Sept. 10, $40Culture

September 8, 2014 • Page 6 Sept. 8, 2003: GW hosted a ribbon-cutting ceremony for 
Townhouse Row in hopes of expanding Greek life on campus.

Your DIY fi x in the DMV

SAM HARDGROVE | HATCHET STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
West End Cinema, located on the corner of 23rd and M streets, 
is an intimate theater that shows independent � lms in small 
screening rooms. They began accepting GWorld on Aug. 25.

1THE LAB
1819 

North Quaker Lane

2
THE DOUGOUT
1489 Channing 

St., NE

3
ST. STEPHEN

 CHURCH
1525 Newton

St., NW

DISTRICT
SOUND

Maddy Pontz

The 9:30 Club and 
other popular Dis-
trict venues cer-
tainly offer their 

musical merits – artists with 
well-established reputations 
usually promise a good night 
out. But there’s a way for mu-
sic lovers and musicians alike to 
branch out from the high-traf� c scene 
in the D.C. area, and it’s called DIY.

The DIY (that is, “Do-It-Yourself”) music community is 
based on the principle of creating music and art on your own 
terms: musicians, artists and show organizers work collabora-
tively to host concerts at independent venues.

Relying on a shared love of the work rather than the 
expectation of money or fame, the network of DIY shows 
– which began in the District in the 1980s – stretches 
across the country, connecting artists and fans with ven-
ues for their independently made tunes.

For those unfamiliar with the DIY scene, know that 
there’s a perfect venue for everyone: You just need to 
know where to look.

Inside an unassuming building in a subur-
ban neighborhood of Alexandria, Va., hard-

core punk artists are thriving.
If you’re looking to experience an intimate 

and charged performance, head to The Lab. A banquet room 
allows bands to play on the same level as the audience — an 
unexpected and rare characteristic for the area’s locales.

The Lab describes itself as an “arts incubation program 
dedicated to the emerging music community” around D.C.

Every show held at the venue, no matter the genre, is all-
ages, but that also means The Lab has a strict “no alcohol, no 
drugs, no dummies” policy. All-ages shows are common in 
much of the DIY music world, with many proponents of the 
straight edge (that is, people who abstain entirely from alco-
hol, tobacco or drugs) punk culture attending, booking or 
playing in these shows.

Though a great deal of DIY music falls into the indie rock, 
hardcore or punk rock genres, The Lab also offers shows for 
emerging artists who play a wide variety of music, including 
both folk and hip-hop.

The toughest part of attending shows at The Lab is getting 
there: Show-goers have to hop on a bus from either the King 
Street or Pentagon City Metro stations.

The Dougout, located in the basement of 
a home near the Brookland-CUA Metro 

stop on the Red Line, has been a go-to for 
small DIY shows within D.C. limits. But that 

changed a few months ago when the house venue began to 
host more popular bands.

Now, it feels more like an intimate club, where the ceil-
ings are low, lighting is dark and wristbands are sometimes 
required to enter.

With rules like “No jerks” and “No drunk lunatics. 
Regular drunks are acceptable,” The Dougout defi nitely 
adheres to the unspoken rule of the DIY music scene: Take 
care of each other and be safe.

Upcoming events include a show Sept. 20 that features 
the bands Cloud Rat and Nervous Mothers. For those not 
in the know, the acts run along the musical lines of those 
you’d fi nd at the Black Cat.

Punk shows have rocked St. Stephen 
for the past three decades. The church, 

located in Columbia Heights and Mt. 
Pleasant, hosts DIY shows and events be-

tween regular religious services.
While the church is known for its DIY music festivals like 

the Damaged City Fest, it also hosts non-music events. It holds 
the annual DC Zine Fest, for example, in August to share the 
works of self-published authors and independent artists.

Another event called The In It Together Fest, a “celebra-
tion of underground art, music and activism,” offers a line-
up of punk bands and has an overall aim to bring together 
the D.C. DIY community.
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GAME
OF THE WEEK

THE

GW will make the short trip 
to Georgetown to play the 
No. 13 nationally ranked 
Hoyas after hosting ETSU at 
home Friday.

WOMEN’S SOCCER
at Georgetown
Sunday • 4 p.m.

After going 2-1 this weekend, 
the Colonials return home to host 
the Colonial Challenge, featuring 
matches against Columbia, 
Baylor and Illinois State.

VOLLEYBALL
vs. Baylor
Friday • 7 p.m.

NUMBER 
CRUNCH10 The number of years since the men’s cross country team had won an 

invitational. GW took � rst place at the Seahawk Invitational in St. Mary’s 
City, Md. this past weekend.

Sports

GRAPHIC BY ANNA MCGARRIGLE

From Page 1

IN BRIEF

When Brian Mojica arrived at 
Foggy Bottom as a freshman water 
polo recruit, he said he didn’t quite 
feel like he belonged on the team.

Coming from an unknown 
high school and club program, 
the Cerritos, Calif. native was 
unsure how he would stack up 
against athletes who played for 

top club and national teams.
But entering his senior year in 

the pool, the story has fl ipped, and 
by season’s end, Mojica, who is 
now a team captain, is positioned 
to leave the team as one of the best 
players in program history. 

- Rob Bartnichak
Hatchet Reporter

H GWHATCHET.COM
WATCH ONLINE

GW ready to adapt to “new 
generation of college athletics” 

fi rst, so I’m happy about that.”
A-10 Commissioner Berna-

dette McGlade said in a release 
last month that overall the move 
is popular among college sports 
administrators.

“The majority of the lead-
ership in Division I supports 
enhancing student-athlete ben-
efi ts,” McGlade said. “As for the 
Atlantic 10, we will evaluate each 
opportunity and adopt the pro-
posals that make sense, benefi t 
our student athletes and will be 
impactful to maintaining the na-
tional success that we have estab-
lished in NCAA championship 
competition.”

But the league cannot join in 
all of the NCAA’s changes: The 
A-10 does not have a permanent 
seat on the new, larger Division I 
Board of Directors.

The A-10’s absence from the 
chief governing body leaves 
questions about how a confer-
ence that does not sponsor foot-
ball, the driving force behind 
many of the legislative changes, 
will remain successful. All Foot-
ball Bowl Subdivision schools 
are permanent members of the 
Board of Directors.

“There are other conferences 
that have permanent seats on the 
board – conferences that don’t 
bring to the table the fi nancial 
revenues that the A-10 has in the 
sport of men’s basketball,” Nero 
said. “To have been left off the 
board on a consistent basis I think 
was wrong.”

The NCAA made $912.8 mil-
lion from 2012 to 2013, and 84 
percent of that revenue came from 
the Division I men’s basketball 
tournament. The A-10 received 
an $8.1 million payout from the 
NCAA Basketball tournament in 

2013, the seventh-largest behind 
the Power Five and the Big East.

Men’s basketball head coach 
Mike Lonergan said he was “a 
little surprised” by the autonomy 
decision, and though he supports 
increasing benefi ts in the areas 
of nutrition, academic support 
and health care, he said he is con-
cerned about the football interest 
overriding other sports.

“I just don’t want to see the 
powers that be at schools with 
BCS football programs make 
decisions that could ruin the 
NCAA Basketball Tournament, 
which is a tremendous event. 
I also don’t want to see other 
sports get hurt by these football 
decisions,” Lonergan said.

The structural changes have 
left offi cials wondering how high 
revenue-generating programs 
can continue to coexist alongside 
those that don’t boast the same 
kind of publicity.

Amateur athletes, full-time students
Still, women’s soccer head 

coach Sarah Barnes said she 
thought the reforms could be 

“good for everyone” because they 
ultimately create safer conditions 
for players.

David Ridpath, a co-editor for 
the Journal of Issues in Intercol-
legiate Athletics, said he does not 
see a “long-term happy marriage” 
between the Power Five and the 
rest of Division I. He said confer-
ences that generate the largest 
revenues are driving a profession-
alization of college sports, and 
attempts to keep pace with more 
student-athlete benefi ts and new 
facilities can cripple even Divi-
sion I schools.

“I do not believe that big-time 
football and basketball are about 
education,” Ridpath said. “It has 
never been amateur in the true 
sense of the word for 100 years.”

Nero said he believes the 
University’s athletic model is 
sustainable. While he does wor-
ry about the future, the fourth-
year athletic director thinks GW 
has been able to promote an 
academic culture among student 
athletes, who earned a program-
record 3.22 cumulative grade-
point average last spring.
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