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SOUND SMART

CLASS IN SESSION

WHEN DINNER CALLS

Being your parents’ tour guide 
has never been easier. Don’t 
leave your room without this list 
of quick facts about campus 
landmarks and oddities so you’ll 
have the answers when your 

parents ask.

Midterms make lectures man-
datory, but some professors are 
stepping up their game this week-
end to give your family their dose 
of quirky commentary and weird 
connections, with everything from 

baseball to rock ‘n’ roll.

Foggy Bottom dinner staples 
like Founding Farmers are great, 
but when they fi ll up, you’ll need 
somewhere else to go. Thank-
fully, we’ve got tasty options for 

you from around the city.
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Fundraising chief steps down, leaves 
legacy and $1 billion campaign behind

SAMUEL KLEIN | SENIOR PHOTO EDITOR
Mike Morsberger, GW’s fundraising chief, announced earlier this week that he will step down from his position at the end 
of the month. Besides leading the University’s $1 billion campaign, Morsberger was known at the University for replying to 
emails in minutes and sending handwritten thank-you notes to donors.

Fundraising chief Mike Morsberger 
will remain a friend to GW even after he 
steps down from his post this month, 
continuing to give donations to the 
school he never attended.

Morsberger was known at the Uni-
versity for replying to emails in minutes, 
sending handwritten thank-you notes to 
donors and avidly supporting the GW 
men’s club lacrosse team. His sudden 
resignation, which he said was for per-
sonal reasons, means GW will lose the 
face of its largest-ever fundraising drive, 
the administrator who transformed its 
fundraising operation in his four and a 
half years at the helm.

“From the fi rst moment I stepped 
on the GW campus, I knew it was some-
place special – and that feeling has only 
grown stronger over the past fi ve years,” 
Morsberger said.

Morsberger transformed GW’s 
fundraising operation from a team that 
raised $84 million in 2009, one of the 
lowest totals among schools of its size, to 
hundreds of staffers who the University 
trusted to raise $1 billion by 2018.

Morsberger led “the building of that 
whole fundraising apparatus,” Univer-
sity President Steven Knapp said. But he 
said Morsberger will also leave a solid 
plan for the campaign that the offi ce can 
continue to set in motion even after he 
departs.

“In terms of momentum, I think 
we’re set up. We have everything ready 
to go and it’s moving, and we’ll keep 
moving and I think we’re making very 
rapid progress,” Knapp said.

The University will launch a nation-
wide search for Morsberger’s replace-
ment immediately. Aristide Collins, the 
University’s vice president and secre-
tary, will carry out Morsberger’s duties 
while the search is in progress.

Laura Taddeucci Downs, the head 
of the Council of Chairs, said Morsberg-
er’s genuine enthusiasm for GW shows 
constantly and she has to remind herself 
that he is not an alumnus.

Morsberger kept three books on 
George Washington’s life on his night-
stand, hoping the nightly reading would 
help him learn more about the Univer-
sity’s namesake and plan the campaign 
with that connection in mind.

“I won’t lie. I think it is a loss. He’s 
the leader. He’s the face of the campaign 
up to this point. He’s the one who mo-
tivates and inspires everyone. But that 
being said, people now see what can 
be done in that position,” Taddeucci 
Downs said. “People now understand 
what it means to have a true leader. 

Offi cials call 
Morsberger’s departure 
a ‘loss’ for GW
COLLEEN MURPHY & 
CHLOÉ SORVINO
NEWS EDITORS

See MORSBERGER Page 6

SAMUEL KLEIN | SENIOR PHOTO EDITOR
Students left chalk messages on the sidewalk and walls of Shenkman Hall on 
Friday in support for the GW community.

Junior who fell from Shenkman 
Hall awake and recovering

The junior who fell from a ninth-
fl oor window in Shenkman Hall last 
week is awake and recovering from seri-
ous injuries at GW Hospital.

Dean of Student Affairs Peter Kon-
werski said the student “is communicat-
ing and has expressed her gratitude for 
the caring support of the GW commu-
nity.” Students placed fl owers at the spot 
where she fell and left messages of sup-
port at the entrance of Shenkman Hall 
on Friday, with notes such as “We love 
you” and “GW Strong.”

The student was found unconscious 
Thursday and was suffering from abra-
sions, apparent broken bones, possible 
internal injury, swelling and “other ma-
jor injury,” according to a police report.

Konwerski said the University 
would continue to provide “targeted 
and specifi c outreach” to students af-
fected by the incident, and said students 
can contact the University Counseling 
Center, Student Health Service and their 
academic advisers with concerns.

University President Steven Knapp 
said in an interview Friday that GW 
would focus on creating the sense that 
the University is a “health-collaborative 
campus.”

“I think we’re certainly keeping an 
eye on her situation and hoping she 

pulls through this OK,” he said.
The Student Association sent an 

email Saturday laying out the resources 
available to students and offering sup-
port to those shaken by the incident.

The Metropolitan Police Depart-
ment had responded to an emergency 
call for a suicide Thursday afternoon at 
the residence hall. MPD public informa-

tion offi cer Paul Metcalf said Sunday 
there was no new information about the 
incident, including how the student fell.

The University has “no indication 
that the incident was the result of a 
criminal act,” according to a statement 
released Thursday.

—Colleen Murphy contributed 
reporting.

EVA PALMER
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR
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Thursday, Oct. 16

WORTH QUOTING

CRIME LOG
POPULAR LAST WEEK
1 2 3 MEMBERS OF 

GW COLLEGE 
DEMOCRATS 
UNDER 
INVESTIGATION 
Members of GW’s College 
Democrats chapter are 
under investigation for 
assisting in “dirty politics.”
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by Anna McGarrigle

JUNIOR INJURED 
IN FALL FROM 
SHENKMAN 
HALL
A female junior was 
injured in a fall from 
a ninth-� oor window 
of Shenkman Hall on 
Thursday.

Tuesday, Oct. 14

KIANA ROBERTSON | HATCHET PHOTOGRAPHER
Alayna Santiago, Sheryl Santiago and Chlone Gould (left to right) drink apple cider at Taste of D.C., a festival that hosts a 
beer garden, food trucks like CapMac and Captain Cookie and the Milkman, as well as a chili eating competition.

NEIGHBORS OPEN 
HOMES TO VERN 
STUDENTS
In the wake of tragedies, 
residents of the Foxhall 
neighborhood are opening 
their doors to students as 
part of “Home Away from 
Home,” a series of events 
that recently launched.

Wednesday, Oct. 15

Friday, Oct. 17

Get to know the man behind the bread 
at your local farmers’ market. 
Video by Halley Rogers.

“I won’t lie. I think it is 
a loss. He’s the leader. 
He’s the face of the 
campaign up to this 
point.”

Global Women’s Institute Open 
House
Visit the Global Women’s Institute’s 
new location to meet faculty and 
students interested in gender studies.
2140 G St. • 4 p.m

Conversation with Leon 
Panetta
Hear the former CIA director 
discuss national security with 
SMPA Director Frank Sesno.
Jack Morton Auditorium • 1 p.m.

Bilingual Reading with Yaki 
Setton
Enjoy the work of Argentine poet Yaki 
Setton as she gives a bilingual reading 
of her work.
Marvin Center Room 413 • 5 p.m.

Hear in D.C.
Discuss the D.C. music scene in 
this symposium, with a musical 
performance by Stephen Wade.
Gelman Library Room 702 • 
2 p.m.

LAURA TADDEUCCI DOWNS, chair of the 
Council of Chairs, on Mike Morsberger 
leaving GW.

URINATING IN PUBLIC
Academic Center Breezeway
10/2/14 – 10:40 p.m.
Case closed
Campus police observed a man not affi liated with 
GW urinating behind a building. The man was 
identifi ed and barred from campus.
Subject barred

UNLAWFUL ENTRY
International House
10/3/14 – 1:49 a.m.
Case closed
The University Police Department responded to 
a report of a subject on campus who had been 
previously barred earlier in the night for urinating 
behind a building.
Subject arrested

CREDIT CARD FRAUD
Multiple Locations
10/4/14 – Multiple times
Case closed
A student reported that she had unauthorized 
charges made to her GWorld account and that the 
charges had been made by her friend who does not 
go to GW. The unaffi liated friend was subsequently 
barred from campus.
Subject barred

- Compiled by Benjamin Kershner
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GW domestic violence reports top other D.C. schools

DAN RICH | HATCHET PHOTOGRAPHER
 Provost Steven Lerman said that GW took money from the University’s re-
serve funds to make up for a $20 million deficit they had last year. The Uni-
versity will slow staff new staff hiring to help make up for part of the deficit. 

Offices cut budgets 
after $20M shortfall
MARY eLLeN MCINTIRe &
CoLLeeN MuRphY
NEWS EDITORS

sponsored research funding 
across Gw beats expectations
JACqueLINe ThoMseN 
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

On-campus fires decline 60 percent
sAM eppLeR
HATCHET REPORTER

Outside research funding 
increased more than officials 
expected this past year, even 
after last year’s federal budget 
sequester threatened funding 
nationwide.

Provost Steven Lerman said 
the University had expected the 
outside funding, which covers 
research projects across GW, to 
increase by 6 to 9 percent, but it 
actually grew by about 11 per-
cent.

“The notion of having a 
double digit increase at a time 
when the national picture is re-
ally going the other way I think 
is pretty remarkable,” Lerman 
said at the Faculty Assembly 
last week.

Faculty members have felt 
more pressure to secure feder-
ally funded projects, as well as 
research sponsored by corpora-
tions and foundations, as GW 
looks to up its research profile 
while balancing its other finan-
cial commitments.

Federally funded research 
totaled $115 million the year 
before, which was a $1 million 
drop from the previous year. To-
tal spending on research at GW 
in 2012 reached $162.9 million, a 
7.2 percent increase from 2011.

Matt Hourihan, director of 

research and development for 
the American Association for 
the Advancement of Science, 
said federal funding nationwide 
is returning to normal levels 
after last year’s sequester cuts. 
Experts had warned that the se-
quester, which cut funding for 
major federal research founda-
tions like the National Institute 
of Health and the National Sci-
ence Foundation, would have a 
longer-term impact.

“The funding for scientific 
agencies generally increased,” 
he said. “I think recovery was 
inevitable.”

Hourihan said federal fund-
ing for research overall has de-
clined for the past few years, 
and that he does not anticipate 
research dollars increasing be-
yond pre-sequester levels.

The sequester had little ef-
fect on GW’s research projects 
last year because officials pro-
vided “bridging funds” to fac-
ulty and staff who would have 
otherwise lost funding.

The NSF awarded about 
$14.5 million to researchers at 
GW during the 2014 fiscal year, 
an increase of about $6 million 
from the previous year.

Federal funding for research 
has become more difficult to 
secure over the past few years, 
with the amount of money in 
the federal budget dedicated to 

institutions that award grants 
steadily decreasing since 2009.

Funding to GW from the NIH 
and the NSF, which both receive 
money from the federal govern-
ment, typically fluctuates from 
year to year, but not by as large 
of a percentage as seen in overall 
research funding this year.

“One year, things went 
down and then bounced back, 
and maybe for that short time 
there’s an increase in research 
and development,” Hourihan 
said. “I wouldn’t expect a whole 
lot of additional increased sup-
port funding from universities 
and other parties because we’re 
back to where we were.”

Charles Garris, the chair of the 
executive committee of the Faculty 
Senate, said the addition of newer, 
younger faculty likely contributed 
to the increase in funds.

“We have hired a lot of 
new faculty and these faculty 
are working hard, writing pro-
posals,” he said. “I believe the 
research in the University is in-
creasing due to their efforts.”

The School of Engineering 
and Applied Science, where 
Garris teaches, has hired about 
50 faculty members since 2008, 
many of whom came from top-
tier research institutions like 
Princeton University and the 
Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology.

The number of fires reported 
on campus decreased 60 percent 
last year to just seven incidents, 
according to the annual security 
report that the University released 
earlier this month.

GW counted seven fires on 
campus last year, compared to 18 
in 2012. The Office of Health and 
Safety uses fire safety education 
and random room inspections for 
dangerous items like candles to 
reduce the overall number of fires 
on campus, University spokes-
woman Maralee Csellar said.

“The decrease in fire related 
incidents is the result of students, 
faculty and staff working together 
and engaging in safe practices that 
reduce the possibility of fires,” 
Csellar said, adding that GW also 
offers fire extinguisher training 
classes and conducts evacuation 
drills.

Last year, two-thirds of all re-
ported incidents came from grease 
and oven fires. In 2012, eight fires 
were started by either cooking 
with a stove or an oven.

Two years ago, two separate 
on-campus fires injured one stu-
dent at each event. One came from 
a dryer catching fire in The Dakota 
that September, and another oc-

curred after a dumpster caught on 
fire in the garage of City Hall, ac-
cording to the annual report. Last 
year, no on-campus fires resulted 
in injuries.

In 2011, a fire broke out at the 
Zeta Beta Tau townhouse, causing 
hundreds of thousands of dollars 
in damage.

Robert Rowe, a certified fire 
inspector and deputy fire marshal 
from Los Angeles, said schools 
can prevent fires on campus by 
removing items such as hot plates 

and candles from student’s rooms, 
like the University does.

“Seven fires is better than 18 
fires, but as a fire expert and as 
someone who sees the aftermath 
of fires, whether that be injury or 
death, one fire is too many,” Rowe 
said.

Brian Spiegel, a certified struc-
tural fire and smoke damage ex-
pert, said most residence hall fires 
start from too many household 
appliances overloading a circuit, 
as well as everyday cooking.

HATCHET FILE PHOTO 
Emergency personnel responded to a fire in The Dakota in 2012. 
Fires on campus decreased 60 percent in the last year.

Domestic violence reports on 
campus were triple the number 
reported at most D.C. schools 
last year.

The University logged 18 
reports of domestic violence in 
2013, according to its annual se-
curity report. This year’s report 
was the first to include the num-
ber of domestic violence, dating 
violence and stalking cases after 
the federal government mandat-
ed that schools across the nation 
begin reporting them.

American University record-
ed six cases of domestic violence 
last year, while Catholic and 
Georgetown universities each 
reported one. Howard Univer-
sity has not yet released its data 
online.

Senior Associate Vice Presi-
dent for Safety and Security Dar-
rell Darnell said while he is glad 
people are reporting instances of 
violence, he hopes that educa-
tional programs at the Universi-
ty will bring the numbers down.

“In the particular case of 
domestic abuse, hopefully com-
ing up with education programs 
and teaching people how to deal 
with the issues, that may lead to 
that,” he said. “There are ways 
to deal with that in a civil and re-
spectful way and that it doesn’t 
need to lead to putting your 
hands on somebody.”

Darnell added that the pro-

grams would focus on teaching 
students that domestic violence 
is a crime.

“At the same time it’s good 
to see people are reporting this 
and hopefully they’re getting 
the assistance and the help that 
they need,” he said.

The University uses events 
like Colonial Inauguration to 
inform future students about 
topics like consent and dating 
violence. GW also requires new 
students to complete an on-

line program, MyStudentBody, 
which covers drugs, alcohol and 
sexual assault.

The Clery Act, which went 
into effect in 1990, mandates 
schools report the number of 
crimes that are reported on 
campus each year. The Violence 
Against Women Act, which was 
updated in 2013, added an extra 
layer to the reporting process, 
requiring colleges to report dat-
ing violence, domestic violence 
and stalking statistics for the 

first time this year.
GW had only one reported 

instance of dating violence in 
2013, and 12 reports of stalking. 
American University had almost 
double the number of reported 
stalking incidents as GW, and 
one of the highest number of re-
ported dating violence incidents 
of the D.C. schools.

The reauthorized Violence 
Against Women Act also re-
quires colleges and universities 
to outline their policies regard-

ing domestic and dating vio-
lence, as well as give students a 
list of resources they can use if 
they experience those types of 
abuses.

Carole Lieberman, a forensic 
psychologist who specializes in 
domestic violence and sexual 
harassment, said many domestic 
violence victims on college cam-
puses don’t come forward, fear-
ing that their report won’t stay 
confidential.

Sexual assault and dating 
violence are some of the most 
underreported crimes across the 
country, with an estimated 60 
percent of sexual assaults not re-
ported to the authorities.

“If they report it and it gets 
out, then others are on campus 
will isolate them,” she said. “Es-
pecially because the perpetrator 
will be telling his side and claim-
ing that they’re making this up.”

GW offers students websites 
to report violence and sexual as-
sault. HAVEN brings together 
campus resources like the Uni-
versity Counseling Center and 
the Sexual Assault Response 
Team in one place online, and 
the CARE Network allows stu-
dents and faculty to submit 
anonymous reports about stu-
dents who may be in danger.

The University also holds 
bystander intervention trainings 
on campus and offers programs 
like George’s Heroes, which en-
courages students to speak out 
against domestic and dating 
violence. Campus safety advo-
cate S. Daniel Carter said those 
efforts can help change attitudes 
toward domestic violence.

“Structures that offers primary 

LEXI BERGER | HATCHET PHOTO EDITOR
Kheri Freeman, the president of the Black Student Union, said the group held a forum on the perception of domes-
tic violence in the media and plans on working with other student organizations to hold more events in the future.

eVA pALMeR
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

Dating violence, 
stalking incidents 
reported for first time

The University is cutting back.
Officials looking to hire depart-

ment staffers will be delayed three 
months, said Joseph Cordes, who 
leads the Faculty Senate’s finance 
committee. GW has also cut back 
on new faculty hires, travel expens-
es and consulting fees to make up 
for a $20 million budget shortfall.

GW had to dip into its reserves 
after programs needed an extra 
$10 million to cover surprise costs, 
and a graduate enrollment slump 
caused schools to miss out on $10 
million in projected tuition rev-
enue.

“The University is currently 
engaging in some belt-tightening, 
which translates into cuts in the 
budgets of the schools,” Cordes 
said. “Delay in hiring replacements 
is one common way of holding 
budgetary expenses in line.”

Still, the shortfall is just about 1 
percent of GW’s annual operating 
budget.

Charles Garris, an engineer-
ing professor and the chair of the 
Faculty Senate’s executive commit-
tee, said though the $20 million in 
losses “sounds like a tremendous 
amount,” because the University’s 
total operating budget is about $1 
billion, it’s not “as staggering as it 
might sound.”

“They have a task on their 
hands to reduce the budget,” he 
said. “I understand that they don’t 
think it’s a long-range trend, just a 
shortfall we experienced.”

The University’s expenses grew 
twice as much revenue last year, at 
a total rate of about 8 percent.

Provost Steven Lerman said at 
the annual Faculty Assembly that 
“we tried as much as possible to 
keep the cuts from affecting the aca-
demic side units.” Lerman cut one 
position from his cabinet, and offi-
cials stripped about $6 million from 
offices that report to the president 

and treasurer.
GW will already see millions of 

dollars in savings since it decided 
to outsource its endowment office 
last spring, cutting out a multi-mil-
lion dollar, nine-person department 
from the University’s budget.

About 10 percent of the cuts 
made affected GW’s schools, while 
the rest were cuts across other non-
academic areas of the University, 
Lerman said.

“Administrators are being 
asked to postpone spending on non-
time-sensitive needs and be good 
stewards of resources by exploring 
strategies such as more favorable 
renegotiation of contracts that might 
be up for renewal and making 
strategic choices on discretionary 
spending,” University spokeswom-
an Maralee Csellar said.

When preparing this year’s 
budget, department heads in the 
Columbian College of Arts and Sci-
ences were asked to cut costs where 
possible. Lerman has also pushed 
all the schools to launch new online 
programs. Other schools will look 
to start new graduate programs, 
many of which will be online, to 
bring in more money.

Jean Johnson, the dean of the 
School of Nursing, said her school 
tried to put on more webinars to 
increase revenue and attend local 
conferences to cut down on travel 
costs, which she said should be a 
model for ways all schools can save 
costs.

“There aren’t too many other 
opportunities. I wish there were. I 
wish there could be something that 
none of us have thought about,” 
Johnson said.

Other than raising tuition, 
the University is mostly limited 
to bringing in grants or more stu-
dents to increase its revenue, John-
son said. Raising tuition is “never 
popular,” Johnson added, because 
of GW’s already high sticker price. 
The University depends on tuition 
for more than 60 percent of its an-
nual revenue.

See DoMesTIC VIoLeNCe  Page 6
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 Staff Editorial

Dear GW parents,
Welcome to campus, or if 

you’ve been here before, wel-
come back.

If the last time you visited 
Foggy Bottom was during 
move-in weekend, you might 
notice much has changed on 
these campus streets. Much 
has gone on behind the scenes, 
too, from dean departures to 
school mergers to heightened 
anticipation for the upcoming 
basketball season.

We’re editorial board, a 
group of staff members from 
across The Hatchet’s many 
sections, with the exception 
of news. We’re students just 
like your kids are, with par-
ents just like you. With Colo-
nials Weekend upon us, we 
wanted to do something we 
haven’t done before – write 
directly to parents.

The ed board gathers 
weekly to produce editorials 
about issues affecting GW’s 
campus, students and com-
munity. Our first duty is to 
students, to be a voice on 
campus for what our peers 
care about while using our 
knowledge as Hatchet staffers 
to support our opinions.

When you’re not on cam-
pus, it’s difficult to keep up 
with the day-to-day goings-on. 

You can sign up for as many 
parents listservs or follow as 
many GW Twitter accounts as 
you want, and attempt to pry 
bits of information from your 
children, but you may still feel 
like you’re just getting scraps 
of news rather than the full 
picture.

That’s our job: to provide 
context to the stories that call 
for it. To be the best GW par-
ent you can be, you should 
stay knowledgeable of the is-
sues that will affect your stu-
dents’ time here. Don’t settle 
for surface level, or you’ll 
only be getting part of the 
story.

a focus on mental health
Most parents probably 

cite their children’s health 
as a top concern. Thankfully, 
the University has prioritized 
students’ mental and physi-
cal well-being this past year, 
and it couldn’t come at a bet-
ter time.

GW committed to moving 
Student Health Service and 
the counseling center from K 
Street to the heart of campus, a 
relief for many students. It also 
brought counseling services 
to the Mount Vernon Campus 
after three students committed 
suicide there last semester. The 
Vern’s neighbors have looked 
to help, too, offering students 

relief from daily stresses with 
a program called “Home Away 
from Home.”

Though well-being will 
always be a concern for every 
parent, you can rest assured 
that the GW community is 
keeping mental health aware-
ness a dominant part of the 
campus conversation.

Making sense of safety 
trends

You probably knew when 
you sent your kids to college 
that they might, just might, 
occasionally experiment with 
drugs and alcohol. When The 
Hatchet reported that drug 
and alcohol violations have 
skyrocketed by almost half 
over the past year, your fears 
were likely confirmed.

But the University’s top 
security official told The 
Hatchet that the increase 
stems from more enforcement 
on the part of campus police, 
so your kids aren’t necessar-
ily partying that much harder 
than past students.

And that likely won’t change 
anytime soon. Although marijua-
na decriminalization will appear 
on the D.C. ballot this Novem-
ber, GW officials have repeatedly 
told The Hatchet that the Univer-
sity will continue to enforce fed-
eral laws, which prohibit the sale 
or use of the drug.

If you’ve signed up for 
text or email alerts from the 
University, you might think 
there have been more assaults 
happening on campus this 
semester – five reported so 
far this academic year. Still, 
about 80 percent of sexual 
assaults go unreported, so 
it’s actually encouraging that 
students are alerting law en-
forcement when these inci-
dents occur.

GW has looked to im-
prove its sexual assault poli-
cies and responses in the last 
several years: The University 
meets almost all of the White 
House’s standards for sexual 
assault prevention, which 
should leave parents feeling 
more confident.

the long and short of it
Grade school kids, espe-

cially moody teenagers, are 
notorious for shrugging off 
their parents’ questions about 
their lives. “What’d you do at 
school today?” is often met 
with a simple, dismissive, 
“Nothing.”

Now that we’re older, we 
recognize how frustrating 
that might have been, but that 
doesn’t mean we’re necessar-
ily better about it. It’s up to 
you, our parents, to not let the 
trend continue now that your 
kids are at college.

Melissa Holzberg?” 
“Here.”

That was it. The 
teaching assistant 

called my name, I did my best to 
sound collegiate and adult with 
my meek response, and he moved 
right along to the next student.

I’ve heard my name called 
for attendance since I was 5 years 
old in Miss Daniels’ kindergarten 
class, but this time was different 
because it wasn’t immediately 
followed by, “You must be Sarah’s 
little sister.”

Everyone goes to college 
with different hopes and dreams. 
I came to GW with a bunch of 
dreams but just one expectation: 
being treated like an individual.

I’ve learned in my few short 
weeks here that it’s not all it’s 
cracked up to be. I sometimes find 
myself missing the safety blanket 
that living in my sister’s shadow 
often provided.

From my experience, being 
apart from a sibling can be just as, 

if not more, difficult than being 
apart from your parents. That’s 
why I’m happy this upcom-
ing weekend is called Colonials 
Weekend, not parents’ weekend. 
The University realizes that there 
are so many other people a stu-
dent might miss. It’s a weekend 
for all of your people, not just 
your parents, to come visit.

So make the phone call. En-
courage your siblings or cousins, 
or even close friends, to jump in 
the car or on a plane and come to 
Colonials Weekend. My sister’s 
coming down this weekend, and 
I couldn’t be happier.

Yes, I came to GW in August 
and I’ve slowly started to make 
my own name. Knowing that I’m 

able to live independently for the 
first time is thrilling and reminds 
me of my own competence.

But it’s strange that for the 
first time in 18 years, I walk up 
to someone and introduce myself 
and they truly have no idea who I 
am. There are no reference points 
for me here. It may not feel odd to 
some, but I come from a tiny Long 
Island town with just 36,000 resi-
dents that often feels even smaller.

I never factored distance into 
the equation when I was choosing 
a college. I just ended up where I 
did and figured that as long as 
I was no longer in New York, I 
would be happy.

What I didn’t factor in was 
how scary being so far away from 
my sister would be. Being known 
as “Sarah’s little sister” was some-
thing that I may have complained 
about from time to time in high 
school. But now, I hold it as a 
badge of honor because it helped 
me become a young woman who 
was confident enough to go away 

to school.
I’ve only recently realized 

what an important part of my life 
my sister is, and I’m glad we can 
keep that strong through events 
like Colonials Weekend.

My name is Melissa Hol-
zberg. At GW, that means the 
freshman who thinks it’s a good 
idea to take 17 credits a semester 
while wanting to write for The 
Hatchet, go through sorority re-
cruitment and join the Residence 
Hall Association. At this school, 
that means a young woman who 
knows she’s capable of whatever 
the future brings.

But I am all of these things 
thanks to my sister, who paved 
the way for me to become a stu-
dent at my dream school. We all 
want to be individuals, but we 
have to remember who shaped 
us into the individuals we are and 
keep those connections strong.

—Melissa Holzberg, a freshman 
majoring in political communication, 

is a Hatchet opinions writer.

Make siblings central to your Colonials Weekend

Robin
Jones Kerr
Opinions Editor

If there’s one thing I’ve inherited from 
my parents, it’s a fine-tuned bullshit 
radar.

We’re the family on campus tours 
that hangs out at the back of the group, 
rolls our eyes at the chipper tour guide’s 
impassioned GW commentary and peels 
off early to grab a burger somewhere. We 
all feel deeply uncomfortable with any 
attempt to get us to do audience partici-
pation, and University-sponsored events 
seem to be filled with it.

That’s the reason why I’ve never cared 
to invite my parents to Colonials Weekend 
– I just don’t see why they should come to 
events we wouldn’t enjoy anyway. I have 
no desire to drag them to a Dean’s Break-
fast at 8 a.m. on a Saturday or force them 
to sit through a lecture from a GW profes-
sor. I know I would hate these events, and 
it’s safe to say my equally cynical parents 
would, too.

But not buying into Colonials Week-
end means we’re forced to pick a different 
time to see each other, which can be dif-
ficult. We procrastinate picking a week-
end or buying plane tickets because it’s 
always a headache, and we get busy with 
other things. Then all of a sudden it’s mid-
term season and Thanksgiving seems not 
too far away, so we just don’t bother.

Despite our best intentions, without 
designated dates, plans to see each other 
sometimes fall apart. That’s why this year, 
I’ve had a change of heart: I’d encourage 
students to make an effort to invite your 
parents to spend a weekend here on cam-
pus, if they’re financially and physically 
able, of course.

If you can swing it this upcoming Co-
lonials Weekend, great. If you can’t and 
you’re a student with a few years left on 
campus, plan for next year. If you’re a 
senior with no Colonials Weekends left, 
make an effort, if you can, to go home for 
some long weekend this semester, which 
is what I’m doing.

You may be great at keeping in 
touch with your parents with phone 
calls, Skype and email. But there’s 
nothing quite like having them physi-
cally visit campus to experience your 
lifestyle here, to roam your turf with 
you. You can share a tiny slice of your 
life with them, and that’s so much 
more meaningful than the superficial, 
how-was-your-day type questions 
you’d ask over the phone.

That’s the real purpose of Colonials 
Weekend, once you cut through all the 
buff-and-blue bullshit. It sets aside a 
weekend to spend time with your par-
ents. Skip all the programming if you 
think it’s dorky, but make an effort to 
tend to a relationship that may have 
dwindled since you last saw each other 
in person.

As college students, it’s tempting 
to distance ourselves from our par-
ents to show we can make it on our 
own. That goes for freshmen, who 
are doing it for the first time, as well 
as for seniors like myself. For us, the 
pressure is so high to show we’ll stay 
afloat come graduation that we’re 
more tempted than ever to cut ties.

But we still need our parents for 
more than a few reasons, not the least 
of which may be financial. Since the 
economic downturn of 2008, more 
students are moving back home af-
ter graduation – with the wait for a 
job opportunity sometimes lasting as 
long as five years. There’s a very real 
chance our parents will be a big part of 
our lives again in the near future – say, 
as our landlords.

Inviting our parents to D.C. is obvi-
ously about far more than ensuring we 
have them as a safety net. It’s about not 
letting a once-important connection fade, 
keeping our most important relationships 
healthy and not letting our parents fall 
by the wayside no matter how busy we 
might get.

You don’t have to don your Colonials 
gear and parade your parents around 
campus if you don’t want to.

—Robin Jones Kerr, a senior majoring in 
journalism, is The Hatchet’s opinions editor.

Melissa Holzberg
Writer

by Jay FondinCynics: Buy 
into GW’s 

parents events
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ACROSS FROM THE DUPONT CIRCLE METRO

IN BRIEF

A GW alumna is one of the top inves-
tigators trying to prevent the spread of 
Ebola in the United States.

Lauren Epstein, who graduated 
from the School of Medicine and 
Health Sciences with a doctorate in 
2007 after earning an undergraduate 
degree in biology in 2003, is part of a 
crisis team in Dallas.

She’s a member of the epidemic intel-
ligence service at the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, according to her 
LinkedIn page. That group is in Texas 
attempting to identify people who may 
have been exposed to Ebola while work-
ing with a patient who died from the vi-
rus last week.

Epstein is interviewing and testing 
members of the staff at Texas Health 
Presbyterian Hospital Dallas, where the 
fi rst person to be diagnosed with Ebola 
in the nation, Thomas Eric Duncan, was 
treated.

Offi cials confi rmed Sunday that 
the virus has since spread to at least 
one woman, the fi rst case of the disease 
spreading in the country.

“There’s a lot of pressure from 
everybody who is watching,” Ep-
stein told The Dallas Morning News. 
“It’s definitely more intense than my 

other investigations.”
The hospital is under scrutiny after 

records showed that it initially sent Dun-
can home even after learning he had re-
cently returned from a trip to West Africa.

More than 8,000 cases of Ebola world-
wide have been confi rmed and more than 
4,000 people have died from the virus, ac-
cording to the latest data from the World 
Health Organization.

A patient at Howard University Hos-
pital last week showed symptoms, but 
tests came back negative. GW Hospital 
also evaluated a patient for Ebola last 
week and determined he had the fl u, ac-
cording to a statement from the hospital.

University President Steven Knapp 
said at a Faculty Senate meeting Friday 
that GW is encouraging students and fac-
ulty to get a fl u shot since the symptoms 
of the seasonal illness are similar to those 
of Ebola.

“The symptoms of Ebola and the fl u 
are initially indistinguishable,” Knapp 
said. “Obviously, the outcomes are quite 
a bit worse.”

Knapp added that the University and 
GW Hospital are “developing all the nec-
essary protocols.”

Alumna � ghts to prevent spread of Ebola

– Jacqueline Thomsen

GW-wide review to standardize bylaws 

GW seeks Corcoran director 
with interdisciplinary focus
MARY ELLEN MCINTIRE
NEWS EDITOR

Parent donations dip
after record-high year

GW has launched a 
nationwide search for a 
director who will lead the 
Corcoran through the next 
steps of its transition into 
the University’s largest 
college.

Dean Ben Vinson said 
last week that the search 
committee will look for a 
leader who will collabo-
rate with other academic 
departments in the liberal 
arts school and across the 
University.

“What are we looking 
for? An experienced lead-
er and practitioner of the 
arts. A consensus builder. 
Someone with a passion 
for interdisciplinary and 
for developing new lines 
of inquiry that may tran-
scend the arts,” Vinson 
said at the Faculty Senate 
meeting Friday.

The director will 
oversee how the school 
moves many of GW’s own 
arts programs under the 
Corcoran’s name. GW and 
Corcoran faculty have al-
ready started comparing 
their courses to see how 
programs could merge.

Departments inter-
ested in working with the 
arts school will help push 
forward the interdisciplin-
ary learning that the Uni-
versity has stressed under 
the strategic plan.

Vinson pointed to 
partnerships that Corco-
ran faculty members and 
GW’s physics, anthropol-

ogy and chemistry depart-
ments have already forged 
this year as examples of 
how the Corcoran is ad-
vancing interdisciplinary 
work within the college.

“Having a robust 
school of the arts and de-
sign embedded in the 
college provides an ad-
ditional opportunity for 
our students to be able to 
utilize the arts curriculum 
that we’re working on to 
help them in other realms 
in other areas,” Vinson 
said.

The acquisition of the 
Corcoran also allows GW 
to open new partnerships 
with D.C. institutions, like 
the Smithsonian, National 
Gallery of Art and the 

Phillips Collection, Vinson 
said. While the Corcoran 
might be the starting point 
for those relationships, 
Vinson said other aca-
demic areas could benefi t 
as well.

“Where these partner-
ships may differ from pre-
vious Corcoran relation-
ships is in the wider array 
of disciplines that we can 
bring to the table and 
broader sweep of students 
and faculty,” he said.

The school will main-
tain its focus on the arts 
by requiring students to 
submit a portfolio of their 
work in their applications. 
But having an arts school 

CHARLIE LEE | HATCHET STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Columbian College of Arts and Sciences Dean Ben Vinson said 
GW has launched a search for the director of the Corcoran 
School of the Arts and Design. Vinson said the director will 
help the Corcoran transition into the University and work more 
closely with other academic departments. 

The University’s 10 
schools could be required 
to set policies on similar 
topics, like how to evalu-
ate a dean’s performance 
and tenure review, by the 
end of this year, mark-
ing the first time every 
school’s bylaws will ad-
dress certain issues.

Four working groups 
made up of professors, 
administrators and trust-
ees will spend this year 
deciding how schools will 
have to rework their by-
laws as part of a review 
of the faculty code led by 
Board of Trustees chair 
Nelson Carbonell to up-
date and streamline pro-
cesses across campus.

The faculty code, 
which sets up how the 
faculty, administrators 
and Board govern the 
University, also lays out 
what schools must ad-
dress in their own bylaws.

Carbonell said schools 
currently have too many 
differences in their indi-
vidual bylaws, pointing 
to the School of Engineer-

ing and Applied Science’s 
three-page set of rules, 
compared to a 40-page 
booklet for the GW Law 
School.

“It’s about having a 
framework so that the 
schools don’t necessarily 
have a completely consis-
tent set of rules, because 
the schools are different, 
but they have consistent 
sets of what they have 
rules about,” Carbonell 
said in an interview.

Madeleine Jacobs, the 
trustee who is overseeing 
the working groups, will 
likely present to the Fac-
ulty Senate next month 
for the first of what will 
be several updates on the 
project’s progress. The 
recommendations could 
come to the Faculty Sen-
ate for approval before 
reaching the Board of 
Trustees by the end of the 
academic year.

Each working group 
has met three times to 
start planning how the 
code, which lays out how 
faculty share power with 

administrators, will look 
at topics like how dean 
searches are carried out 
and how more faculty 
can be involved in policy-
making at the University.

The Faculty Senate 
has hesitated to throw its 
support behind Carbonell 
since last fall when he an-
nounced that the Board 
planned to rewrite the 
faculty code in a year. 

With a slower approach, 
most faculty have gotten 
on board.

Carbonell discussed 
the project at several sen-
ate meetings last year, 
and had met with more 
than 800 faculty members. 
That’s when Carbonell 
originally floated the idea 
of a University-wide ten-
ure committee, which one 
of the working groups 

will consider this year.

Each working group 
will address the other 
four areas – participation 
in governance, promo-
tion and tenure, search 
and review processes for 
deans and other academic 
administrators and rules 
and procedures.

Last spring, faculty 
members who wanted 

more say in the code revi-
sion process formed the 
Faculty Association. An-
drew Zimmerman, the ri-
val faculty group’s presi-
dent, said the association 
wanted to highlight is-
sues that all full-time pro-
fessors face, regardless of 
whether they are on track 
for tenure. All members of 
the Faculty Senate must 
be tenured professors.

“We’re trying to fig-
ure out various problems 
faced by different facul-
ty,” he said. “For example, 
we all face issues about 
health insurance.”

Charles Garris, the 
chair of the Faculty Sen-
ate executive committee, 
said he was confident the 
revisions to the faculty 
code would strengthen 
the shared governance 
policies.

Garris, who was one 
of Carbonell’s harshest crit-
ics when he announced plans 
to rewrite the code last fall, 
met regularly with Carbonell 
last year as chair of the Pro-
fessional Ethics and Academ-
ic Freedom committee.

“On a wide range of is-
sues, faculty have had a large 
impact on directions and 
policies of the University, 
and shared governance is not 
limited to the activities of the 
Faculty Senate,” Garris said.

DAN RICH | HATCHET PHOTOGRAPHER
At the Faculty Assembly meeting last week, Board of Trustees Chair Nelson Carbonell ex-
plained how working groups will set up schools to revise their bylaws to address more similar 
topics over the next year.

Professors, trustees to set universal 
rules for all schools for fi rst time
MARY ELLEN MCINTIRE
NEWS EDITOR

PAIGE SCHOENBERG
HATCHET REPORTER

GW will largely 
break from the pattern 
of pitching why campus 
visitors should donate 
to the University this 
weekend, when several 
thousand families flock 
to Foggy Bottom to visit 
students.

Unlike most events 
the University has host-
ed since launching its 
$1 billion campaign in 
June, officials will not 
highlight reasons why 
parents should give to 
GW during Colonials 
Weekend, even as do-
nations from families 
dropped last year.

GW brought in 
about $6.3 million in 
donations from par-
ents last year, down 
from $8 million in 
2013. University 
spokeswoman Mara-
lee Csellar said the 
total amount dropped 
after receiving several 
large gifts the previ-
ous year.

When parents 
gave $8 million last 
year, that surge was 
nearly three times as 
much as what GW re-
ceived in 2012.

Rodney Johnson, 
GW’s executive direc-
tor of parent services, 
said the University 
would only pitch the 
campaign in subtle 
ways while parents 

focus on reconnecting 
with their children.

“You have to be re-
ally careful on how you 
present fundraising, 
and we want to do ev-
erything we can, but we 
don’t want to turn par-
ents away,” he said.

Rob Henry, an ex-
ecutive director at the 
Council of Advance-
ment and Support of 
Education, a firm that 
advises universities 
conducting fundraising 
campaigns, said parents 
will often give major 
donations to a school to 
feel more engaged with 
their children’s educa-

tion after they’ve moved 
away from home.

“It’s still a great fun-
draising opportunity 
from the major gift per-
spective. Many are from 
affluent families who 
want to be engaged,” 
Henry said. 

Vice President for 
Development and Alum-
ni Relations Michael 
Morsberger said the 
committee had played a 
critical role in increasing 
parent involvement.

“They become a 
great ‘dadvocate’ and 
ambassador for what 
we’re trying to do,” he 
said. 

ANNA MCGARRIGLE | SENIOR DESIGNER
See CORCORAN Page 6
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After boosting GW fundraising, Morsberger to depart
From Page 1

GW searches for 
Corcoran school leader

From Page 5

Stalking, dating violence
reported for first time

From Page 3
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The GW Museum and Textile Museum will open this March. A $25 million gift for the museum 
in 2011 was the University’s largest-ever gift at the time. 

That’s been transforma-
tive for GW.”

Transforming the office
Morsberger was hired 

away from Duke Universi-
ty to steer GW’s small fun-
draising office and eventu-
ally plan the University’s 
third massive capital cam-
paign. Taddeucci Downs, 
then the president of the 
alumni association, said in 
the five years leading up 
to hiring Morsberger, the 
office went through sev-
eral leaders, and that there 
were “a lot of transitions 
and upheaval.”

She said more than his 
predecessors, Morsberger 
understood that “alumni 
relations cost money. It’s 
holding tailgates, recep-
tions, but the idea is you 
spend money and they 
give back.” She pointed to 
one of his first actions at 
GW: securing a substantial 
budget increase for his de-
partment, and since 2010, 
he has grown his staff by 
30 percent.

“It is going to be differ-
ent, but the University has 
learned what kind of per-
son they need to bring into 
the position,” Taddeucci 
Downs said.

Morsberger came 
to GW in 2010 follow-
ing stints at Johns Hop-
kins Medicine – where 
he landed what was then 
the institution’s largest-
ever gift. He also helped 
launch multi-billion dollar 
campaigns at the Univer-
sity of Virginia and Duke 
Medicine.

But when he left those 
well-oiled operations, he 
came to a school where a 
campaign that stretched 
from 1992 to 2003 raised 
about half a billion dollars. 
GW’s previous campaign, 
which lasted five years, 
brought in $84 million.

Jean Johnson, the dean 
of the School of Nursing, 
said Morsberger came to 
development after the ad-
ministration had largely 
neglected the office.

“It’s not easy to start 
from the ground up. You 
compete for donors with 
other major schools that 
had already established 
relationships. He did a re-
ally excellent job,” John-
son said. “His leaving is a 
loss to the University.”

Morsberger has al-
ready helped the office 
pull in more than half of 
its $1 billion total goal. 
Another big momentum 
builder came last spring 
when he helped the Uni-
versity land its largest-
ever gift, a combined $80 
million from billionaire 
philanthropists Michael 
Milken and Sumner Red-
stone, which renamed the 
public health school.

Morsberger’s col-
leagues say it’s his gener-
ous and caring personality 
that make him a successful 
fundraiser, helping him 
connect with donors and 
secure large gifts.

Steve Frenkil, the 
president of the Alumni 
Association, said he often 
spoke with Morsberger 
about ways to build ties 
with alumni, remind them 
of their time at GW and 
make them want to give 
back.

“He does that with his 
style of showing real in-
terest in what is on your 
mind, what is your story 
and why it matters to 
you,” Frenkil said.

Morsberger brought 
in 26 gifts of $1 million 
or more last year, five 
more than the previous 
year. He also helped grow 
GW’s donor base, which 
ballooned 15 percent last 
year, and the largest-ever 
number of donors gave to 
the University last year.

How he’ll leave his mark
Morsberger also men-

tored students outside of 
fundraising as the adviser 
for the men’s club lacrosse 
team. He had three hel-
mets hanging on a wall 
in his basement: the Bal-
timore Ravens, Baltimore 
Colts and GW men’s la-
crosse.

“He was very proud of 
his connection to our pro-
gram,” said J.D. Englehart, 
the team’s head coach. 
“Whether it was time, 
advice or perspective on 
what it was like to lead at 
GW and enter work life, 
he was always giving and 
a very generous man.”

Players on the team 
said Morsberger has re-
arranged his schedule to 
come to games, invited 
them over for pizza par-
ties at his home and ad-
vocated for their program 
in meetings with other ad-
ministrators.

When senior Maddison 
Bruer started researching 

ways to convince restau-
rants to use “conflict-free 
chocolate” in their prod-
ucts, Morsberger found an 
anonymous donor to give 
$10,000 to her project. Her 
team will now travel to 
Ecuador for a week dur-
ing winter break to visit 
two cocoa farms, and will 
pitch the proposal to res-
taurateur José Andrés next 
spring.

“I was so astounded. 
It was one more example 
of how Mike truly goes 
above and beyond his job 
and his role. He didn’t 
have to help us. He put 
the boots on the ground to 
find that donor and help 
us,” Bruer said.

Pam King Sams, the 
executive vice president 
for development at Chil-
dren’s National Medical 
Center, nominated Mors-
berger for a Fundraiser of 
the Year award this year 
after meeting him at Johns 
Hopkins two decades ago.

He “seemed more 

committed than most to 
his craft,” she wrote in the 
nomination letter to the 
National Association of 
Fundraising Executives.

Kathy Megyeri met 
her husband on campus 
50 years ago, and they had 
their first date in 1963 – at 
Martin Luther King Jr.’s “I 
Have A Dream” speech. 
The couple, who hold 
five GW degrees between 
them, decided to leave 
their estate to the Uni-
versity three years ago, 
and Megyeri said Mors-
berger helped guide them 
through the legal process 
of making the gift.

“Mike will be sorely 
missed because he ap-
preciated so much all 
donors to GW and made 
us feel like our gifts were 
valued and would be put 
to good use for the fu-
ture betterment of GW. 
He had such empathy for 
how attached we were 
to the school,” Megyeri 
said.

Implications for 
fundraising

As schools nationwide 
announce large fundrais-
ing campaigns, demand 
for strong fundraisers 
makes turnover in the top 
spot fairly common, said 
Michael Nilsen, vice presi-
dent for public affairs at 
the Association for Fund-
raising Professionals.

“There’s so much de-
mand for fundraising 
right now,” Nilsen said. 
“It’s not just Ivy League 
schools doing big cam-
paigns, and it’s an issue 
most universities have to 
deal with.”

Morsberger laid the 
groundwork for GW’s 
fundraising blitz to re-
main successful once he 
steps down, though there 
is never a perfect time for a 
school to lose its chief fun-
draiser, said David King, 
president and chief execu-
tive officer of the fundrais-
ing firm Alexander-Haas.

“You’ve got the major 
work done. You’ve raised 
a significant percentage 
of the goal. And you’ve 
gotten the actual execu-
tion of going public done, 
which is a pretty big pro-
duction,” King said. “It’s a 
transitional moment.”

In a letter Morsberger 
sent to his staff just after 
he announced his resigna-
tion, he said he was sad to 
leave, but that he believes 
all of them will be able to 
keep up their string of suc-
cesses.

“Don’t let me down 
after I walk out the door. 
Please keep this momen-
tum going,” he wrote. “I 
will be crestfallen if you 
don’t shatter records again 
this year and continue 
GW’s sharp ascent into the 
top tier of higher ed. This 
is our moment.”

—Mary Ellen McIntire 
contributed reporting.

will allow other academic 
areas to access new fa-
cilities, such as a paleoan-
thropology lab that stud-
ies skulls.

Vinson said students 
applying to the college 
will be evaluated based 
on GW’s “standards of 
academic excellence,” al-
though they will not have 
to submit SAT scores.

Officials also an-
nounced over the sum-
mer that new Corcoran 
students will have to com-
plete the G-PAC require-
ments of the Columbian 
College.

The director search 
committee, led by pro-
fessor of music Douglas 
Boyce, is now in the pro-
cess of choosing a search 
firm, Vinson said. Admin-
istrators are also looking 
to bring consultants from 
education firms to cam-
pus, which could help 
prepare the school for its 
accreditation review next 
fall.

The Columbian Col-
lege added 21 full-time 
arts professors this year 

from the Corcoran acquisi-
tion and 304 new students.

Lynn Sures, the head 
of the Corcoran’s fine arts 
program, said introducing 
Corcoran traditions to GW 
has been difficult as new 
challenges have come up. 
But the Corcoran’s current 
leadership and faculty 
have been working with 
GW officials to make sure 
those traditions, like se-
nior exhibitions that take a 
year to put together, don’t 
disappear.

“It wasn’t clear to our 
GW administration what 
would be entailed in put-
ting together such a com-
prehensive thesis exhibi-
tion,” Sures said. “We had 
to explain that we needed 
a college exhibitions direc-
tor, and I’m really happy 
to say that we’re in the ab-
solute final stages of get-
ting hired a college exhibi-
tions director.”

That comes as GW has 
cut back on hiring in the 
Columbian College. The 
school has posted just five 
new faculty searches on 
its jobs website this year, 
whereas faculty say the 
college typically posted 

up to 20 new positions an-
nually.

Andy Grundberg, a 
professor of art and de-
sign, said Corcoran fac-
ulty have met weekly to 
discuss different challeng-
es and ways to improve 
communication with GW. 
He said interim Corcoran 
director Alan Wade has 
been a strong presence in 
the transition.

Wade, a professor of 
theater and dance, de-
clined to comment on the 
transition or how it has 
affected GW’s arts depart-
ments.

The changes could 
ease as GW begins to al-
locate more resources to-
ward the Corcoran in this 
year’s budgeting process, 
Grundberg said. He added 
that merging departments 
could take over a year.

“I think what’s hap-
pened since the semester 
started is everyone shifted 
from, ‘Let’s hang on to 
try and fight for the way 
things always were,’ to a 
focus on, ‘Gee, there’s a 
whole lot that GW has to 
offer that we haven’t had 
before,’” he said.

prevention and bystander 
intervention are designed 
to drive cultural change 
and change the cultures 
on each individual cam-
pus,” he said.

Student organizations 
on campus say they are 
taking charge of the con-
versation about domestic 
violence. Kheri Freeman, 
the president of the Black 
Student Union, said the 

group hosted a forum last 
week about the percep-
tion of domestic violence 
in the media.

“One of the things 
of utmost importance is 
opening up the discussion 
and letting people know 
it’s OK to talk about, it’s 
more proactive if you do 
talk about it,” she said.

Freeman added that 
the Black Student Union 
plans to organize anoth-
er event with Students 
Against Sexual Assault.

Brian Pinero, director 
of digital services for the 
National Domestic Vio-
lence Hotline, said report-
ing numbers is a “step in 
the right direction” for 
colleges, but universities 
nationwide can help start 
more conversations to 
change campus cultures.

“We need to come up 
with a way for the student 
body to solve this prob-
lem,” he said. “We need 
to start having a discus-
sion about consent.”

interested 
in learning 
layout, 
graphicS or 
web 
design?

///////////// the hatchet is hiring!



The Grand Ballroom 
of the Marvin Center is 
in motion. Young couples 
in black pants and high-
heeled dancing shoes 
glide, circling each other. 
Some perform Latin danc-
es, like the Rumba. Oth-
ers practice the Foxtrot. 
Flouncy skirts flow to the 
rhythm of their feet.

The 50-member GW 
Ballroom hosted its first 
event of the competi-
tive season Sunday. The 
Colonial Classic, a com-
petition the group has 
dubbed a “mockatition,” 
is designed to give new-
comers a taste of competi-
tive ballroom without the 
pressure of its meticulous 
point system.

Couples are judged 
based on subtleties and 
the execution of specific 
dance moves. How well 
the couple holds each oth-
er, how connected they 
appear and how well they 
navigate a floor full of 
other dancers are all fac-
tors.

At this year’s Colo-
nial Classic Mockatition, 
about 20 members each 
from Georgetown Ball 
and Ballroom at Mary-
land joined GW Ballroom 
for the low-stakes compe-
tition. It served as the cen-
terpiece of GW Ballroom’s 
recruitment season: al-
most 30 new members at-
tended.

“It’s also kind of like 
our community,” said 
senior Zach Humayun, 
the president of GW 
Ballroom. “We have a 
lot of close ties with the 
Georgetown and the Uni-
versity of Maryland teams 
because we spend a lot of 
time at the same compe-
titions or at the same so-
cials.”

Competitive ballroom, 

though fun, is also me-
thodical: beginners alone 
spend at least eight hours 
a week dancing during 
the club’s four weekly 
practices, while more ex-
perienced dancers often 
clock in extra hours.

During the newcom-
ers’ Cha-Cha segment, 
ballroom veterans around 
the room clapped and 
cheered in time to the 
music to keep their new 
teammates on beat. The 
Cha-Cha, instead of the 
more common eight-
count, relies on a count of 
one-two-cha-cha-cha.

During dance time, 
executive board members 
prompted the audience to 

yell out the numbers of 
their favorite couples in 
support.

The club boasts vary-
ing skill levels: colle-
giate teams begin with 
the newcomer level, with 
bronze, silver and gold 
levels above it.

Humayun began 
dancing ballroom at the 
start of his freshman year, 
with no prior dance ex-
perience. The senior now 
dances at the silver level.

“I did a little bit of 
music theater in seventh 
and eighth grade, but I 
definitely had to walk 
when everyone else was 
dancing,” Humayun said. 
“I remember my senior 

banquet in high school. 
Someone described my 
dancing as ‘spastic.’”

Newcomers have six 
weeks from the start of 
the semester to the end of 
Colonial Classic to take 
advantage of free dance 
lessons and experience 
the thrill of competition 
before deciding whether 
to commit.

After that, regular 
club fees apply. Members 
of the social team pay 
$50 per semester, while 
competitors pay $80. The 
dues are mainly to pay 
for practice space in Le-
rner Health and Wellness 
Center (about $2,500 per 
semester) as well as regis-

tration fees and travel ex-
penses for competitions.

On Sunday afternoons 
in the Marvin Center’s 
Grand Ballroom, mem-
bers are free to come and 
go on their own time. Half 
of the room is dedicated 
to newcomer lessons. The 
other half is alive with 
experienced couples per-
fecting their technique.

In rehearsals before 
the competition, the ex-
perienced dancers dem-
onstrated impeccable pos-
ture and rhythm in their 
half of the room. Mean-
while, the newcomers’ 
half was abuzz with ex-
citement and determina-
tion to learn how to dance 

the Butterfly. They had 
not yet completely mas-
tered leader and follower 
roles and still watched 
their feet as they danced, 
often bumping into other 
pairs on the floor.

Isabelle Lobley, GW 
Ballroom’s programming 
officer and a member of 
the competitive team, 
promotes a rigorous prac-
tice schedule: after all, it’s 
not only GW competitors 
who are putting in the 
hours.

“When you go out 
on the floor, you want to 
look like you know what 
you’re doing. That’s what 
the judges will see,” Lob-
ley said.

Even ballroom mem-
bers not competing Sun-
day couldn’t stop them-
selves from dancing to the 
music they know so well.

In between segments, 
a general dance opened 
up to the entire room, 
with newcomers mixing 
with gold-level dancers, 
and audience members 
trickling onto the dance 
floor as well.

SCENE
THIS WEEK

THE

THIS WEEK IN 
GW HISTORY

Oct. 16, 1989: University launches � rst-ever fall open house for 900 
prospective freshmen.

The 22-year-old EDM 
protégé, famous for synthy 
beats like “Say My Name,” 
will spin tracks off his new-
est album, “Worlds.”

PORTER ROBINSON
9:30 Club
Oct. 13, $40

Over 70 authors, journalists and 
publishers from sci-�  writer Tom 
Doyle to the Food Network’s 
Warren Brown will converge for 
readings, workshops and panels.

D.C. AUTHOR FESTIVAL
Martin Luther King Jr. 
Memorial Library
Oct. 18, Free

Casablancas hits the stage 
with avant-garde punk band 
“The Voidz” for one head-
banging, � st-pumping night.

JULIAN CASABLANCAS 
+THE VOIDZ
9:30 Club
Oct. 17, $35Culture
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As a transfer student 
from New College of 
Florida, senior Eliza Mill-
er said she saw room for 
improvement in GW’s so-
cial scene. So when meet-
up website Lunch With 
Strangers made its way 
to D.C. this summer, she 
jumped at the opportu-
nity to bring it to campus.

Founded by Yale Uni-
versity junior Sam Suss-
man last spring, Lunch 
with Strangers randomly 
matches students inter-
ested in meeting new 
people on campus, based 
on availability and loca-
tion preference. GW is 
only the second school in 
the nation to test the pro-
gram, and about 100 stu-
dents have tried it so far.

“There’s no student 
space, and it’s very hard 
to meet people,” Miller 
said, adding that at her 
old school, “I would sit 

outside with my home-
work and people would 
come up and talk to me. 
That doesn’t happen 
here.”

After she tried Lunch 
With Strangers while in-
terning in the city, Miller 
contacted Sussman and 
asked him to launch it at 
GW. Sussman, who was 
also a summer intern in 
D.C., said he recognized 
an opportunity for the site 
to grow.

Kevin Jiang, the web-
site’s developer and a 
junior at Yale, said the 
campus dining scene also 
grabbed their attention.

“What I found very 
interesting, very different 
about GW was that you 
guys don’t have a specific 
dining hall. So going out 
to eat is very different, 
and I imagine that makes 
it harder to meet people,” 
Jiang said.

Jiang and Sussman 
said they thought the 
Foggy Bottom Campus 
lacked a structured way 
to meet new people and 
make friends, and called 
the University’s iteration 
of Lunch With Strangers a 
social experiment.

One of the students 
who has tried the experi-
ment, junior Zach Komes, 
said of the six people he 
was paired with, he was 
only able to meet with 
two. (The other four ei-
ther ignored contact com-
pletely or canceled the 
lunch date.) But he said 
the two lunches were suc-
cessful.

His first lunch was 
with none other than 
Miller herself, a fellow 
economics major.

“They somehow find 
a way to find people who 
are interested in similar 
topics. I got paired with 
two people that I really 
have common interests 
with,” Komes said. “So 
it’s really not a short-term 

lunch, it’s building long-
term friendships.”

While it isn’t the first 
program that matches 
students randomly for a 
lunch date – GW Meets 
matched about 300 stu-
dents in 2013, but dis-
banded after only a few 
months – Lunch with 
Strangers is the first to 
provide users with ano-
nymity when they sign up 
for a match.

When Sussman 
founded the program last 
spring, it began with just 
a Google Doc, where he 
matched participants at 
random.

On the full website, 
users with a GW email 
address check off the 
boxes for the time slots 
available – half hour in-
crements from noon to 3 
p.m. – and choose where 
they’d like to eat. Meet-
up locations include cam-
pus options like J Street 
and 2000 Pennsylvania 
Ave.

“GW students are so 
focused on their school 
work and so over-in-
volved, I wanted to find a 
way for people to meet in 
a very casual setting, not 
have any commitments 
beyond that one meet-
ing,” Miller said.

Several schools, in-
cluding Columbia Uni-
versity, have contacted 
Sussman and Jiang with 
interest in hosting Lunch 
With Strangers. And 
while Jiang and Suss-
man are mulling over ex-
panding to more schools, 
Miller has more of a vi-
sion for growing GW’s 
Lunch With Strangers 
program.

“I hope it will become 
a campus institution,” 
she said. “Like when 
you’re a freshman, some-
one tells you to sign up 
for Lunch With Strang-
ers so you can meet really 
cool people that way.”

SUCHARITA MUKHERJEE
HATCHET REPORTER

KATIE CAUSEY | HATCHET STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 
Senior Eliza Miller helped bring Lunch With Strangers, an experimental meet-up website, to 
campus. The site randomly matches students based on location preference and availability.

MARIYA TIKHONOVA
HATCHET REPORTER

SAM HARDGROVE | HATCHET STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 
Natalie Hall and William Hoffman of GW Ballroom practice their dance. The 50-member club hosted its � rst event of the com-
petitive season Sunday, inviting dancers from Georgetown and the University of Maryland to campus.

GW dancers get a taste of competitive ballroom

Lunch With Strangers looks to enrich the campus social scene

What I found 
very interesting, 
very different 

about GW was 
that you guys 
don’t have a 

speci� c dining 
hall. So going 

out to eat is very 
different and 
I imagine that 

makes it harder 
to meet people.

KEVIN JIANG
Website developer

''

don’t have a 

''

don’t have a 
speci� c dining 

''

speci� c dining 
hall. So going 

''

hall. So going 

When you go 
out on the � oor, 
you want to look 
like you know 
what you’re 
doing. That’s 

what the judges 
will see. 

ISABELLE LOBLEY
Programming O�  cer
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Men’s soccer is in a state of 
emergency.

After losing five of the last 
six games, the Colonials must 
turn the corner in conference 
play, and quickly, if they hope to 
reach the Atlantic 10 Champion-
ships. Last season, they missed 
the postseason by a single win.

But struggles continued for 
GW on Saturday in the team’s 
conference opener against 
Rhode Island. The Colonials, 
outshot 18-5 by the Rams, fell to 
URI 2-1.

GW has played without two 
key players in recent games. Se-
nior Andri Alexandersson has 
missed the past three games 
with an injury, and after playing 
limited minutes against Saint 
Peter’s and Longwood, junior 
Jonny Forrest has also been out 
with an injury for the past two 
games against Robert Morris 
and Rhode Island.

Forrest leads the team with 
three goals, while Alexanders-
son leads with eight shots on 
goal and a .727 shots on goal per-
centage. Out of GW’s four wins 
in the season, both Forrest and 
Alexandersson have each net-
ted a game-winning goal – with 
Forrest’s game winner coming 
against Harvard on Sept. 7, and 
Alexandersson’s coming against 
then-No. 22 Navy.

The loss of Forrest and team 
captain Alexandersson are cru-
cial for a squad that has been 
unable to generate offense in its 
last six games and has been out-
scored by opponents 15-5. While 
nine different Colonials have 
combined to score the team’s 13 
goals through 10 games this sea-
son, GW has been unable to pro-
duce consistent offense and was 
shutout in four of its six losses.

The Colonials’ recent skid 
comes after the team showed 
promise, starting the season 3-1 
and outscoring the opposition 
8-5.

“We just want to get every-
body fit and know that we have 
the full squad to pick from if we 
can,” head coach Craig Jones 
said Saturday after the team’s 
loss to Rhode Island.

On the other side of the field, 
junior goalkeeper Jean-Pierre 

van der Merwe has struggled in 
front of the net after performing 
solidly in the season’s early go-
ing. While he ranks fourth in the 
conference in saves, averaging 
4.7 per game, he does not rank 
in the top 10 in save percentage 
or goals against average.

In recent weeks, van der 
Merwe has struggled defend-
ing against forwards in the open 
field, often coming off his line 
and leaving the net vulnerable 
when he is unable to get back.

While Jones said van der 
Merwe’s performance against 
the Rams was an improvement 
from last week, he is unsure if 
van der Merwe will play or sit 
in place of junior Jack Lopez or 
senior Luke Farrell.

“I guess we’ll see what hap-
pens this week at practice and 
see if his confidence is high or 
if we think he needs a break,” 
Jones said. “Probably right now 
if you ask me, it would probably 
be him, but again with a full 
week of practice and two home 
games, we’ll see what happens.”

Jones said the tools GW 
needs to succeed are present, 

but oftentimes either the offense 
is unable to keep up with the de-
fense, or vice versa.

“The pieces are there, its just 
putting them together and get-
ting our defensive and offensive 
units on the same page and both 
producing, not one or the other,” 
Jones said.

But with just seven games 
left in the regular season for the 
team to click as a unit on the 
field, the Colonials may find 
themselves in a similar situation 
– fighting to grab the eighth and 
final spot in the postseason.

To do so, GW doesn’t have 
to knock off the top teams in the 
conference, but they must capi-
talize on the winnable games 
against weaker conference 
teams.

Here is a look at which 
squads GW will need to beat to 
make a run at postseason play.

Saint Joseph’s (6-3-3, 1-1)
GW fell behind 3-0 last sea-

son against Saint Joseph’s before 
then-junior Farhan Khan scored 
with 86 seconds remaining in 
the game, bringing the score to 

3-1 and preventing a shutout.
Through its first 11 games 

of the season, Saint Joseph’s 
has been able to convert on goal 
scoring opportunities, outscor-
ing opponents by a margin of 
15-10. The Hawks have three 
players – junior Emmanuel 
Temeh, seniors Jake Nelson and 
Mike Glazer – who are tied with 
Forrest with three goals scored 
this season.

Duquesne (6-3-2, 1-0)
This season, the Dukes are 

the top-scoring team in the con-
ference, as they lead the A-10 in 
scoring at 1.90 goals per game 
and in shots averaging 16.30 
shots per game. But on the de-
fensive end, Duquesne ranks 
ninth in the conference in goals 
allowed, averaging 1.40 goals al-
lowed per game.

Individually, the Dukes are 
led by sophomore Kadeem Pan-
tophlet and freshman Fredrik 
Borenstein, who have each 
scored four goals.

The Colonials will face a 
tough matchup on the road Oct. 
26, against a Duquesne team 

that is undefeated (5-0) at home.

La Salle (4-6-1, 0-1-0)
Last fall, the Colonials saw 

their season end with a loss to La 
Salle that kept them out of the 
playoffs. This year, GW takes on 
La Salle early under pressure to 
pick up points on the front end 
of conference play on Friday.

La Salle is a team that creates 
opportunities, taking 12.82 shots 
per game to GW’s 11.40, but the 
Colonials have the edge in accu-
racy with 1.30 goals per game to 
La Salle’s 0.91.

The Explorers have been 
slightly tougher on defense than 
the Colonials, averaging 1.41 
goals per game to the Colonials’ 
1.95. This is a beatable team for 
GW, but the Colonials will have 
to exorcise some of the demons 
of the past to do so.

VCU (4-7-2, 1-0-1) 
This season, the Colonials’ 

matchup against the Rams is the 
last major test they will have. 
GW last played VCU in 2012, 
losing 3-1 after giving up three 
goals early.

The Rams are 1-0-1 in confer-
ence play after defeating then-
No. 20 George Mason and tieing 
Massachusetts.

Despite a losing record, the 
Rams have played five top-25 
teams this season, defeating Ma-
son and No. 5 Georgetown. VCU 
lost to then No. 1 Notre Dame 
and then No. 15 Virginia by just 
a single goal.

—Mark Eisenhauer 
contributed reporting.

If Atlantic 10 volleyball had a 
version of the ‘72 Miami Dolphins, 
champagne corks would have 
popped somewhere Saturday 
night: there is no longer an un-
defeated team in the conference.
    They would have GW to thank. 
With a 3-1 loss to Saint Louis on 
Friday and a win over Dayton in 
a 3-2 nail biter Saturday, the Colo-
nials tarnished two perfect league 
records over the weekend, start-
ing with their own.

“I think most of our losses 
this year have been because we’ve 
beaten ourselves,” head coach 
Amanda Ault said. “Looking at 
our losses, I would say, yeah, 
there’s definitely things that we 
did ourselves that didn’t allow us 
to win those games.”

By snapping Dayton’s nine-
game winning streak, GW ce-
mented itself as a legitimate title 
contender in the A-10. The Co-
lonials sit atop the conference in 
assists, kills, blocks and digs and 
exploded with 71 kills and 13.0 
total team blocks against Day-
ton. While that talent was against 
Saint Louis, 45 errors against the 
Billikens showed the team’s achil-
les heel: getting flustered.

Ault said the team might have 
overlooked Saint Louis after the 
Billikens dropped games against 
both Davidson and VCU leading 
up to their match with GW. The 
Colonials recorded six receiving 
errors against Saint Louis, negat-
ing a .211 to .191 advantage in 
hitting percentage and a 53-51 ad-
vantage in kills.

“That’s almost two sets you 
are giving a team without even 
having them play the ball, and so 
we really needed to minimize our 
errors, which I felt we did a better 
job of [against Dayton],” Ault said.

The team talked about the loss 
the morning of the Dayton game, 
but besides that conversation, 

sophomore middle blocker Chi-
dima Osuchukwu said it was as if 
the team “had amnesia” after its 
first loss of the conference season.

“We didn’t really recognize 
that team [playing Saint Louis],” 
Osuchukwu said. “We weren’t 
the team that we wanted to be.”

GW looked like a new team 
against Dayton. The middle sets 
swung back and forth with GW 
facing a loss at match point twice 
in the fourth set before forcing a 
fifth set off of consecutive attack 
errors from Dayton. The Colo-
nials ran away with the final set, 
winning 15-9.

The team still had 43 errors 
against Dayton, which Ault said 
will be a priority to improve in 
practice going forward. But the 
misses against Dayton were not 
as bad, many of them coming 
because powerful hits just barely 
missed the mark. Against Saint 
Louis, the players seemed afraid 
of their own power, Ault said.

“Had [Dayton] gone the other 
way and we wouldn’t have been 
able to pull it out in the fifth, it 
would have been the first time we 
went toe-to-toe with somebody 
and really had a hard match and 
just really didn’t come out the 
right way,” Ault said.

Fervor and frenzy seem like 
two sides of the same coin for GW. 
Passion bubbles over in the good 
moments, like Newman’s massive 
roar after pushing the fifth set, but 
also in the bad, such as during the 
Saint Louis game when three play-
ers dove for the same ball.

Ault said the focus for the 
team “is definitely mental” head-
ing toward a five-game road trip 
over the next two weeks. Still, the 
team can breathe a bit more eas-
ily now that two top competitors 
are out of the way, at least for the 
regular season.

Players said serve-and-pass 
drills and continued work on 
blocking will also be important, 
now that they know a target is 

on their backs as they head out of 
town. Serving is also still a weak 
spot: The team had just one ser-
vice ace against Saint Louis and 
none against Dayton, while the 
Billikens and Flyers served past 
GW a collective 16 times. Against 
Dayton, the Colonials tallied 
eight service errors without a 
single ace.

But as far as confidence mov-
ing forward, the team said they 
have put Friday in the past.

“It was ugly and uncomfort-
able and we don’t want to go 
back to that place,” senior outside 
hitter Kelsey Newman said. “We 
learned from it. We’re not going to 
go back.”

So maybe there still is an un-
defeated team, they just weren’t 
playing on Friday. The team that 
was is likely the toughest com-
petition GW will face all season.

NORA PRINCIOTTI
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR
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GAME
OF THE WEEK

THE

The Colonials will play 
the Spiders who boast the 
best offense in the A-10.

WOMEN’S SOCCER 
vs. Richmond
Sunday • 3:30 p.m.
Mount Vernon Field The Colonials will square off 

against Davidson on Friday 
before matching up against 
the Rams, last year’s A-10 
runner up.

VOLLEYBALL
at VCU
Sunday • 1 p.m.

NUMBER 
CRUNCH 50 The number of years since GW has sent a student to an Inter-Collegiate 

Sailing Association National Championship. Sophomore Brendan Shanahan 
quali� ed for the Men’s Singlehanded Championship on Sunday.

Sports

Men’s soccer will need turnaround to contend in A-10

Volleyball’s biggest hurdle in conference play: themselves

ELLEE WATSON
HATCHET STAFF WRITER

KIANA ROBERTSON | 
HATCHET 

PHOTOGRAPHER

TOP:The volleyball team 
prepares to defend an 

attack by Dayton on 
Saturday. 

RIGHT:The Colonials 
defeated the Flyers 3-2 

to improve to 13-5 on 
the season and 4-1 in 

conference play.   

HATCHET FILE PHOTO BY JORDAN MCDONALD | HATCHET PHOTOGRAPHER
Without men’s soccer’s leading scorer Jonny Forrest in the lineup, players like sophomore Garrett Heine will need 
to step up offensively for the Colonials.  

''
The pieces are 

there, its just put-
ting them together 

and getting our 
defensive and 

offensive units on 
the same page and 
both producing, not 

one or the other.
CRAIG JONES

Head Coach
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Sometimes it’s best if you just hide your beer instead of answering your 
parents’ questions about your drinking habits.

This weekend, curious rela-
tives will likely bombard you 
with questions about your 
grades, your relationship sta-
tus and everything in between. 
Ease your parents’ worries 
with our guide to surviving 
dreaded family conversations.
Question: How are you doing in 
your classes?

How to answer: When it comes 
to grades, it may be better 
to play up how hard you’re 
working instead of how well 
you’re doing. Instead of raising 
your parents’ expectations and 
putting pressure on yourself 
to meet them, leave yourself 
some breathing room by talking 
about how hard you’ve been 
studying.

But don’t be afraid to brag 
about that “A” you earned on 
your first paper – you should be 
proud of your accomplishments, 
and your parents will be too.

Question: What are your classes 
like?

How to answer: Rather than simply 
reciting the syllabus, talk specifics. 
Mention your favorite topics so far 
and don’t be afraid to delve into 
the details.

If there’s a class that you don’t 
like or a professor whose lectures 
leave you scrolling through Face-
book, it might be better not to 
mention it at all than spend the 
entire conversation complaining. 
Focus on the good when you have 
them here in person. Save venting 
for a phone call.

Question (for new students): Have 
you made any friends?

How to answer: This is your 
opportunity to reassure your 
parents of your well-being, 
especially if you’re far from home. 
If you’ve made new friends, be 
specific. Name names, personality 
quirks and how you met, and don’t 
be afraid to introduce them to your 
parents over the weekend – your 
friends might even get a free meal 
out of it.

If you’re still working on meet-
ing people, talk about some of the 
organizations or clubs you’re in-

terested in and who you’ve met at 
meetings and events so far.

Question: Do you have a job/
internship yet?

How to answer: If you haven’t 
gotten around to getting a job or 
internship, turn the conversation 
into a discussion of the places 

where you’re thinking of 
applying. The fact that you have 
a job or internship in mind will be 
a relief to mom and dad, and the 
conversation might help you sort 
out your long-term goals. If you 
do have a job or internship, let 
your parents know what you’ve 
been working on and what your 
position entails.

Question: Are you eating well?

How to answer: It might be best 
not to mention the multiple cups 
of coffee, microwaved pizza and 
midnight Crepeaway deliveries, but 
you should do more than answer 
this question with a vague, “Yeah, 
I guess.” Point out the spots where 
you like to grab a bite, brag about 
the culinary diversity of D.C. and 
mention a few restaurants you’ve 
wanted to try. If you’re lucky, your 
parents might be inspired to take 
you out to one of them. If you’re 
looking for sympathy, walk your 
parents through Whole Foods to 
look at the prices.

Question: Do you have a boyfriend/
girlfriend?

How to answer: The most personal 
question is actually the easiest to 
deflect. School first, right? If you 
haven’t found that special someone 
yet, it’s easy to brush off the 
question by mentioning your heavy 
course load. Even if you have found 
someone, you might not be ready to 
share the news just yet.

But if you are ready for your 
significant other to meet the parents, 
take advantage of the weekend with 
a quick meet-up for coffee or dinner.

TIM PALMIERI
HATCHET STAFF WRITER
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The Watergate Complex
Everyone is familiar with the 

Watergate scandal, but the build-
ing itself can blend into the city 
landscape. On your way to the wa-
terfront, highlight the circular com-
plex during your walk.

And for added fun facts, be 
sure to mention that students from 
the University were involved in the 
scandal.

- William Mark Felt, better 
known as “Deep Throat,” had gone 
to night law school at GW before 
joining the FBI.

- Bob Woodward took graduate 
courses at the University, including 
an English class about Shakespeare 

and a history course in internation-
al relations.

- Charles Colson, who served 
as special counsel to President 
Richard Nixon, was a law student 
at GW.

—1818 H St. NW

Smithsonian Castle
The Smithsonian Castle is 

widely recognized as the home 
base of the Smithsonian mu-
seums found throughout D.C. 
Even though there’s not much to 
do inside, the newly renovated 
exterior is nice to point out while 
walking on the National Mall.

Also known as the Smith-

sonian Institution Building, the 
castle was designed for the first 
secretary of the Smithsonian, Jo-
seph Henry, by architect James 
Renwick Jr. in 1855. At the time 
of the building’s construction, a 
canal isolated it from downtown. 
It housed all aspects of Smith-
sonian operations until 1881, in-
cluding research and administra-
tive offices.

A disastrous fire in 1865 lead 
to a massive reconstruction of 
the upper story and the north 
and south towers. In 1977, the 
Castle was recognized as a his-
toric landmark.

—1000 Jefferson Drive SW

No one asks as many questions as a visiting parent. It tends to 
help to know the answers. When walking around D.C., you al-
ready know all the major spots – the White House, the Washing-
ton Monument – and campus landmarks like the Marvin Center 
and the Smith Center are all obvious to point out.

But what about the smaller statues that could catch a parent’s 
eye or the buildings that aren’t prominently labeled? Impress 
your family with your knowledge of lesser-known city and cam-
pus features with this guide.

TOP: Everyone knows about the 
Watergate scandal, but make 

sure you point out the complex 
to your guests to show them 

where it all went down. 
GARRETT MILLS I 

HATCHET PHOTOGRAPHER

RIGHT: The story behind why 
there is a hippo statue on 

campus may not be entirely 
clear, but it became a campus 

landmark soon after its installa-
tion in 1996.

SAMIRA UDDIN I 
HATCHET PHOTOGRAPHER

TATIANA CIRISANO &
JOSH SHIN
HATCHET REPORTERS

ON CAMPUS

Surviving the most dreaded questions from mom or dad

Women’s Studies Building
By now the big buildings in 

Foggy Bottom like Whole Foods, 
the hospital and the Science and 
Engineering Hall are all too familiar. 
But sitting in the shadow of the con-
struction is a campus oddity – the 
40-year-old Women’s Studies town-
house.

The fading white bricks date 
back to 1972 when the undergradu-
ate major and minor first started at 
GW. Although it looks unassuming 
from the outside, the homey space 
inside holds professors’ and teach-
ing assistants’ offices. Faculty invite 
students to meet with them or use 
the building’s small library to study.

—837 22nd St. NW

Textile Museum
The complex for the GW Mu-

seum and the Textile Museum pro-
vide more than just a shortcut to 
classes through University Yard – 
when the building opens in March, 
it’ll be a good stop for parents who 
are interested in art or history.

But for now, you just have to 
look from the outside while you 
walk around campus. The Textile 
Museum’s modern appearance 
gives way to its collection of over 
19,000 textiles and related objects 
spanning five millennia and six con-
tinents. And instead of telling the 
story of the founding and evolution 
of D.C. through books, the Albert H. 
Small Washingtoniana Collection 
tells it through photographs, maps, 
newspapers and other artifacts.

—Across from Monroe Hall on 
21st Street

Pushkin Statue
Hidden in the small green space 

beyond the variety of food trucks on 
H Street lies the overlooked statue 
of Alexander Pushkin. Erected in 
the year 2000, this is the first U.S. 
memorial dedicated to the Russian 

poet and writer.
“This statue serves as a great 

inspiration to our students who are 
drawn to the elegance, wit and light-
ness of Pushkin’s language and the 
accessibility of his imagery,” former 
University President Stephen Joel 
Trachtenberg said when the memo-
rial was installed, according to the 
GW and Foggy Bottom Historical 
Encyclopedia.

—Outside Smith Hall at the 
corner of 22nd and H streets

Hippo statue
From rumors of rubbing his 

nose for good luck before exams 
to legends of George and Martha 
Washington seeing one from their 
Mount Vernon porch on a summer 
evening, the hippo has become an 
unofficial mascot ever since its in-
stallation in 1996.

Trachtenberg gave the Bronze 
hippopotamus to the Class of 2000 
as a gift, and today is one of GW’s 
most popular photo opportunities.

—In front of Lisner Auditorium at 
the corner of 21st and H streets

Poseidon
Poseidon, a stainless steel 

sculpture representing aspira-
tions of grace and beauty, was 
originally intended to be installed 
in Athens. Created in 1960 by 
Greek sculptor George Zongolo-
poulos, who died before it could 
be installed, it is now the first 
modern Greek sculpture to be 
placed on public grounds in D.C.

Thanks to the George Zongo-
lopoulos Foundation as well as 
the efforts of GW alumnus and 
curator George Stathopoulos, the 
12-foot-tall sculpture is permanent-
ly displayed in the courtyard of the 
Milken Institute School of Public 
Health. It is valued at $90,000.

—Courtyard of the Milken Insti-
tute School of Public Health

OFF CAMPUS



Both first-time visitors and vet-
eran parents alike will make their 
way to Foggy Bottom this week-
end. Perhaps you’re a freshman 
who wants to show your family 
your favorite hangouts, or maybe 
you’re a senior who’s run out of 
places to take them.

Here are some suggestions for 
you and your parents, grouped 
by grade level, to help them 
experience some of your nor-
mal college life while getting off 
Foggy Bottom.

FRESHMEN
If you’re trying to explore 

more of the District but want to 
stay a bit closer to campus, there’s 
still plenty to do. 

Baked & Wired
This rustic and quirky baked 

goods shop is popular among both 
students and professionals. Your 
parents might recognize George-
town Cupcakes and Sprinkles, but 
this is the perfect way to introduce 
them to the cupcake scene. If cup-
cakes aren’t for you, Baked & Wired 
offers a seemingly endless selection 
of brownies, cookies and coffees 
that’ll please even the pickiest sweet 
tooth.

—1052 Thomas Jefferson St. NW

The Washington Monument
If there’s only one monument 

that you take a walk to see, make 
it the Washington Monument. It 
reopened in May after nearly three 
years of repairs. Reserve tickets 
ahead of time on the NPS website (it 
only costs $1.50) and enjoy a scenic 
view of the city from the top of the 
tower, a relaxing walk alongside the 
Reflecting Pool or, of course, an op-
portunity to take the quintessential 
family photo on the National Mall in 
front of the obelisk.

—2 15th St. NW

SOPHOMORES
You have a year of experience 

under your belt now, and so do your 
parents (if they visited during your 
first year). Venture a little farther 
outside your Foggy Bottom comfort 
zone and try something new while 
your family is in town.

Key Bridge Boathouse
If you’ve always wanted to go 

paddle boating on the Potomac 

River but didn’t know where to go, 
rest assured: the Key Bridge Boat-
house (formerly known as Jack’s 
Boathouse) has been in business 
for over 60 years. Key Bridge offers 
everything from kayaking to stand-
up paddleboarding, and if you’re 
shaky on your boating skills, they 
offer lessons, too. Escape the con-
gested streets and bustling city for 
a while as you float serenely past 
the monuments, Georgetown Wa-
terfront and Roosevelt Island. Kay-
aks are $15 an hour or you can rent 
canoes for $25 per hour.

—3500 Water St. NW

Pizzeria Paradiso
After a year of eating the same 

kind of pizza, whether your pre-
ferred piemaker was Domino’s, 
Whole Foods or Bertucci’s, the time 
has come to be more adventurous. 
Impress your parents with your 
taste in artisanal pizzas without 
breaking the bank at Pizzeria Para-
diso. The shop has both old favorites 
like margherita and more exciting 
options like siciliana, which boasts 
10 unique toppings like zucchini, 
eggplant, capers, sweet peppers and 
more. 

—3282 M St. NW

JUNIORS
Your parents have likely vis-

ited you so many times by now, 
they probably know all the cup-
cake flavors at Baked & Wired 
by heart. Now that you’re well-
versed in the more mature hot 
spots in the city, you can pull out 
the big guns and take your folks 
to the two places below.

Jaleo
As Chef José Andrés says, 

“simple ingredients, treated with 
respect... put them together and 
you will always have a great dish.” 
Jaleo is his Spanish-cocina themed 
restaurant, offering small plates 
that put a modern spin on tradi-
tional Spanish cuisine, such as a 
paella, made with toasted pasta, 
shrimp and calamari. Your par-
ents might also enjoy the skillfully 
hand-crafted cocktail menu.

—480 7th St. NW

The Lincoln Theatre
Often called “the jewel of U” 

for its cult status as the stage that 
predated and influenced the Har-
lem Renaissance, the Lincoln The-
atre has served as a cultural center 
for D.C. since 1922. The legendary 
venue is known as a place where 
all kinds of artists, from actors to 

rappers, share their life experi-
ences with the audience. On Oct. 
17, seasoned comedian Hannibal 
Buress will present his “Comedy 
Camisado” show for less than 
$30 per ticket. Be sure to do some 
pre-planning so you can buy your 
tickets before they are sold out.

—1215 U St. NW

SENIORS
Your parents have seen it 

all by now. They may have 
even eaten Jumbo Slice with 
you after a night out in Ad-
ams Morgan. Now is the time 
to press pause and spend time 
with them without spending 
too much money.

Rasika West End
A crowd pleaser since its in-

ception, Rasika West End offers a 
high-end and sophisticated alter-
native to Rasoi, a freshman-year 
favorite that accepts GWorld. 
By mixing Indian cuisine with a 
unique take on the small-plates 
concept, Rasika is the perfect way 
to give your parents that luxuri-
ous dining experience without 
making a large dent in their wal-
lets. When the modern-fusion 
menu boasts appetizers like Man-
go Shrimp and entrées like Paneer 
Mattar at prices that don’t reflect 
the posh and indulgent ambiance, 
you know it will please.

—1190 New Hampshire Ave. NW

Art Jamz
Have you ever seen a menu 

that listed options like The O’Keeffe 
($33) and 1 Hour Studio Time ($16)? 
If you head to Art Jamz, you certain-
ly will. It’s an art studio in Dupont 
Circle that combines painting with 
alcohol to boost creativity and lower 
inhibitions. Each menu option cor-
responds to a package that you can 
reserve ahead of time, and each one 
comes with paint, a canvas, an alco-
holic drink (pick from beer, wine or 
a cocktail) and an allotted amount of 
studio time. You’ll leave the studio 
with new artwork in hand, as well 
as a night of bonding with your par-
ents.

—1728 Connecticut Ave. NW
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WHERE TO TAKE YOUR PARENTS
Top picks by class year

PRACHI VYA
HATCHET REPORTER

TOP: The Key Bridge Boathouse 
offers all types of boats if you want 

to get out on the Potomac – from 
kayaks to stand-up paddleboards. 

KATIE CAUSEY I 
HATCHET STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

RIGHT: The Lincoln Theatre has been 
a D.C. cultural landmark for decades. 

The theater will host comedian 
Hannibal Buress on Oct. 17.

LEAH EDWARDS I 
HATCHET PHOTOGRAPHER

Last year for Colonials Week-
end, I warned you all to hide 
your booze and bowls. This year, 
I have a different take. I’m a Se-
nior Washed Up Girl (from here 
on referred to as #SWUG) with 
my anxiety levels about finding a 
job only rising as my time to ex-
perience college comes to an end.

I’ve realized that senior 
year, Colonials Weekend is 
a precursor: It’s the last time 
many of our parents will come 
to Foggy Bottom before we don 
our caps and gowns.

This October is the dress re-
hearsal before the big finale, the 
last chance to show your parents 
who you are when you’re right 
here in the heart of your college 
experience. From Friday to Sun-
day, why not take them on a tour 
of your real life? Not just the one 
you think they want you to have.

For three years, you’ve told 
them: “I went out last night.” 
“I’m going to the library.” “I can’t 
move from my bed, help.”

Behind all of those blanket 
statements, though, there’s much 
more greatness than you’ve 
let on. So, let’s let on. Let’s let 
our parents not live vicariously 
through us, but with us. Stop just 
pointing out the Lincoln Memo-
rial. They know it’s there. What 
they don’t know is about that 
time you laid behind it with all of 
your drunk friends and sang the 

Star Spangled Banner at the top 
of your lungs.

Let’s take them to Madhat-
ter and tell them that getting in 
there makes you feel closer to 
adulthood than you’ve ever felt 
before. Let’s show them how 
many people we can fit in the 
spinning door at the CVS on M 
Street. Show your mom where 
you’ve dodged cars countless 
nights crossing 23rd Street. Open 
the cabinet doors under your 
sink and bear the #SWUG shame 
of finding at least 23 empty bot-
tles of Yellow Tail. Open another 
bottle with them.

Show your parents that sit-
ting on your friends’ couches 
and at the ends of their beds 
have made you who you are 
when you’re away from them. 
Show them how the good ones 
made you better, and how the 
questionable ones taught you 
that having fun can be impor-
tant as well.

Show them all of the good 
things at GW that made you al-
most – but not fully – ready to 
move forward.

So on Thursday night while 
we’re drinking $1 beers with 
mothers and fathers at Madhat-
ter, I’ll wonder if this whole thing 
was a weird social experiment or 
just a poetic way to say “make all 
the last things count.”

At least I’ll know I did.

EXPERIENCING THE LAST 
COLONIALS WEEKEND

KELLY BRAND

Professors take parents 
back to the classroom

Class is in session this week-
end, but don’t worry – this 
isn’t on the midterm. Leave 
your notebook at home for 
these 50-minute crash cours-
es, all taught by GW profes-
sors for students and their 
families.

From a discussion of Jackie 
Robinson as a catalyst for civil 
rights to a class on social net-
working tips, there’s a topic 
to pique the interest of every 
family member.

“Why Do Education Levels 
Rise With City Size and Gay 
Men Live in San Francisco?” 
| Anthony Yezer
Saturday Oct. 18, Marvin Center 
Room 308, 4 p.m.

If you’ve ever wondered why 
gay men are concentrated in San 
Francisco, whether you can pre-
dict which town Taylor Swift is 

most likely to move to or the truth 
behind D.C.’s restrictions on build-
ing heights, economics professor 
Anthony Yezer is your man. Yezer, 
who compares regional econom-
ics to “detective work,” will reveal 
the single factor that explains these 
odd differences in city distribu-
tions – and you’ll never guess what 
it is.

“I work on a lot of topics, but 
[regional economics] is the most 
fun,” Yezer said. “We love to kind 
of solve puzzles.”

“Teaching Students Nobel 
Prize-Winning Innovation: 
Magnetic Resonance Imaging 
(MRI)” | Jason Zara
Saturday Oct. 18, Marvin Center 
Room 309, 4 p.m.

Stop by this event and you’ll 
win a Nobel Prize. Well, kind of. Ja-
son Zara, an associate professor in 
the School of Engineering and Ap-
plied Science, invites visitors to try 
to “invent” the Nobel Prize-win-
ning MRI by coming up with the 
key innovations behind it, an ex-
ercise he uses with his biomedical 

engineering students. Zara aims to 
teach visitors how to “think like en-
gineers” when solving problems.

“Engineers see problems that 
need solving, carefully consider 
what they know about the prob-
lem and then come up with a plan 
to attack the part of the solution 
they don’t already know,” he said. 
“We try to teach students these 
problem-solving techniques from a 
very early stage.”

“Celebrating the Impact and 
Legacy of Jackie Robinson” | 
Richard Zamoff
Friday, Oct. 17, Marvin Center Room 
308, 5 p.m.

Richard Zamoff, a professorial 
lecturer in the sociology depart-
ment, is the biggest Jackie Rob-
inson fan around – but not just in 
terms of baseball.

“Most students only knew 
him as baseball, and I thought that 
was a terrible and significant omis-
sion in education,” Zamoff said. 
“He was an important civil rights 
person. I wanted to fill in those 
blanks.”

ANDREW GOODMAN | HATCHET STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Professor Anthony Yezer will hold a course over parents weekend called “Why Do 
Education Levels Rise With City Size and Gay Men Live in San Francisco?” The class will 
explore regional economics’ one factor that explains differences in city distributions. 

TATIANA CIRISANO
CONTRIBUTING CULTURE EDITOR



Dining out with the family can be a nice break from leftover Pizza 
Movers and plastic utensils from Whole Foods, but finding a fam-
ily-friendly restaurant with open tables this weekend may be a 
challenge. Skip the last-minute phone calls and 45-minute waits 

with these alternatives.

RILEY LONDRES
HATCHET REPORTER

MELLOW MUSHROOM
2486 18th St. NW

TED’S BULLETIN
508 8th St. SE

BOQUERIA
1837 M St. NW

MATCHBOX
713 H St. NW

DINING
WITH FA

M
IL

Y

Sunday-Thursday 11:30 a.m.-Midnight
Friday-Saturday 11:30-2 a.m. 

Monday-Thursday 11:30 a.m.-10:30 p.m.
Friday 11:30 a.m.-11:30 p.m.
Saturday 10:30 a.m.-11:30 p.m.
Sunday 10:30 a.m.-9:30 p.m.

Sunday-Thursday 11 a.m.-10:30 p.m.
Friday-Saturday 10 a.m.-11:30 p.m.

Sunday-Thursday 7 a.m.-10:30 p.m.
Friday-Saturday 7 a.m.-11:30 p.m.

W
hile GW’s backyard 
American eatery 
Tonic is a cozy spot 
to chat with your 
family over a 

heap of crispy Totchos, seats 
tend to fill quickly during 
Colonials Weekend. Trade 
in the less-than-inspiring 
bar food for freshly made 
soft pretzels and stone-
baked pizzas at Mellow 
Mushroom.

Creative pizzas, 
offered in three siz-
es, have names like 
“Magical Mystery 
Tour” (pesto base, 
Portobello mush-
rooms, feta, jala-
peños) and “Thai 
Dye” (grilled curry 
chicken, Roma to-
matoes, Thai chili 
sauce). Both of those 
options are $14 for a 
small pie, but the res-
taurant also serves hoa-
gies, salads and calzones. 
Feel free to take along 
picky or health-conscious 
family members, who can 
order from the pizza joint’s 
vegetarian, vegan and gluten-
free menus.

Tip: Dine on the rooftop 
patio, which overlooks Adams 
Morgan.S

unday brunch only happens 
once a week, so don’t spend 
the day waiting for a table. 
Head over to Eastern Market 
eatery Ted’s Bulletin, which 

rivals Founding Farmers with a variety 
of classic comfort foods like pancakes, 
reuben sandwiches and milkshakes.

The restaurant serves breakfast all 
day, so you can sleep in and still satisfy 
your craving for a Walk of Shame Bur-
rito, which packs sirloin steak, fluffy 

scrambled eggs, crispy hash browns 
and gooey cheddar cheese into a warm 
tortilla ($12). Slide into a seat at one of 
the restaurant’s back-to-back booths, 
pick up a newspaper-style menu and 
watch old-time films on a mounted TV 
while you wait for your meal.

Get there early enough, and you 
might catch bakers crafting their most 
popular item, homemade Pop-Tarts, 
from the restaurant’s front window – a 
fun activity to occupy younger siblings.

J
ust a quick walk from campus is 
Boqueria, a Barcelona-inspired 
tapas restaurant with a diverse 
market menu of small plates that 
changes weekly. With dozens of 

menu options that come in bite-sized 
portions, each family member can 
choose a few items and still have the 
opportunity to try other dishes.

Each item on the menu, from the 
Pan con Tomate (grilled bread rubbed 
with tomato and garlic, $5) to the Pa-

tatas Bravas (baked potatoes doused 
with salsa brava and garlic aioli, $9) 
and Pintxos Morunos (seared Colorado 
lamb skewers, $9), is guaranteed to send 
your tastebuds on a journey to Spain.

But a trip to Boqueria isn’t com-
plete without at least a sip of sangria, 
poured in tasteful flavor combina-
tions like the Andaluza (lemon, rose-
mary vodka, white wine and sherry) 
or the De Mora (blackberries, rosé 
wine, vodka and lemon juice).

L
ocated in the heart 
of Chinatown, 
this restaurant 
actually offers 
mostly American 

cuisine, with savory 
burgers, sandwiches 

and brick-oven piz-
zas. Each item on 

the menu is care-
fully arranged 

on the plate 
to create a 
masterpiece, 

almost too 
beautiful to eat. 

The spot also of-
fers brunch, which 

includes the Bloody 
Mary Burger ($15) 

topped with a fried egg, 
along with cast-iron steak 

and eggs ($14) and freshly 
baked cinnamon rolls with 

homemade cream cheese icing 
($6) for dessert.

Take advantage of the last few weeks of sunny skies by sitting out on the pa-
tio, where you can people-watch while you eat. The location also makes it easy 
to get to popular attractions, like the International Spy Museum and National 
Portrait Gallery, after your meal.

KATIE CAUSEY | HATCHET STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

LYDIA FRANCIS | HATCHET PHOTOGRAPHER

OLIVIA HARDING | HATCHET PHOTOGRAPHER

LE DIPLOMATE
1601 14th St. NW

Monday-Tuesday 5-10 p.m.
Wednesday-Thursday 5-11 p.m.
Friday 5 p.m.-Midnight
Saturday 9:30 a.m.-Midnight
Sunday 9:30 a.m.-10 p.m.

P
hiladelphia’s famous Starr Res-
taurants chain has cropped up in 
D.C. in the form of Le Diplomate, 
a classic French brasserie that is the 
perfect alternative to a formal night 

out at Farmers, Fishers, Bakers. Given the 
upscale Parisian atmosphere and extensive 
menu and wine list, it’s no surprise that big 
names like Michelle Obama, Joe Biden and 
John Kerry are known to frequent the spot.

From creamy oysters to perfectly salty 
and crispy french fries, the menu offers a 
wide selection for every taste. While ad-

venturous eaters might go for the Roasted 
Duck Breast ($30) or Foie Gras Parfait ($15), 
younger siblings can choose the Burger 
Americain ($15) or Roast Chicken ($25).

No matter what you choose for an en-
trée, don’t leave without grabbing dessert. 
There’s a reason the French are famous for 
their pastries, and this restaurant is no ex-
ception. In lieu of dinner, indulge in Le Dip-
lomate’s profiteroles ($9), which are filled 
with sweet vanilla ice cream and covered in 
warm gooey chocolate sauce, or the Apple 
Tarte Tatin, a savory twist on apple pie ($8).
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