
The Board of Trustees ap-
proved a 3.4 percent tuition 
hike for next fall’s incoming 
freshman class with a twist: A 
portion of the about $4 million 
increase will go toward boost-
ing mental health resources on 
campus.

That increase, which 
marks the fi rst time tuition has 
crossed the $50,000 threshold, 
locks in the annual cost of tu-
ition at $50,367 for the Class 
of 2019. It also follows Dean of 
Student Affairs Peter Konwer-
ski’s speech to the trustees on 
Friday calling for shorter wait 
times for appointments and 
hiring more specialists to work 
with niche populations.

Students have complained 
for years of long wait times 
and too few counselors to 
meet demand in the University 
Counseling Center. The added 
funds could help strengthen an 
offi ce that Konwerski said has 
seen individual appointments, 
psychiatry appointments and 
after-hours crisis incidents rise 
over the last year.

A portion of the tuition 
increase will be put toward 
hiring the “equivalent of just 
over eight” positions, includ-
ing counselors, a case manager 
and psychiatrists, University 
spokeswoman Candace Smith 
said. She declined to provide a 
total cost estimate or say how 
much of the increase would go 
toward hiring.

“Additional funding will 
support programming and 
training,” Smith said.

The board also approved a 
3.5 percent cost of attendance 
increase for incoming fresh-
men, raising the price of tu-
ition, fees and room and board 
to $62,285. That marks the 
eighth-straight year of about 3 
percent sticker price increases, 
and the second year in a row 
that GW’s total cost of atten-
dance has topped $60,000.

Konwerski said new 
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SEX
Screening for STIs and the real value of $85

An advanced nurse practitioner 
called my name. She would be the 
one to prick my fi nger to test my 
blood for HIV. She would also sug-
gest I be tested for gonorrhea and 
chlamydia, as she does for every 
young, sexually active patient.

As I waded through the waiting 

room full of sniffl ing students scroll-
ing through iPhones, I remembered 
that one in four young adults has a 
sexually transmitted disease. No-
body looked particularly worried.

The new Student Health Ser-
vice offi ce is pristine, but I couldn’t 
help but feel like what I wanted to 
talk about was too grimy for the 
space. I followed her to a large ex-
amining room where I sat on a new 
chair next to a shiny sink and an 

immaculate countertop.
I had apathetically made the 

appointment because I wanted to 
write a story about the services GW 
offers to students who’ve had wor-
risome sexual encounters. But as I 
sat down to talk about my options, 
I grew nervous.

SHS does not bill students’ per-
sonal insurance plans, so I would 
have to pay out of pocket. The visit 
costs $25. A rapid HIV test is free 

and results are available in 15 min-
utes. A combined gonorrhea and 
chlamydia test costs $60, and the re-
sults take 48 to 72 hours to become 
available because a urine sample is 
sent to a lab.

As a straight woman, I was told 
I was not at high-risk to contract 
syphilis. But had I wanted the test, it 
would’ve cost another $25 at Quest 
Diagnostics on K Street.

I hesitated to fork over the ‘‘‘‘
JEANINE MARIE
CULTURE EDITOR The new Student 

Health Service of-
fi ce is pristine, but I 
couldn’t help but feel 
like what I wanted to 
talk about was too 
grimy for the space.
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Interning for credit at GW just 
got cheaper.

Starting this summer, students 
whose internships require them to 
receive academic credit will pay 
just $50 and earn one credit. That’s a 
steep drop from the $1,300 students 
previously had to spend to intern 

without pay over the summer.
Student Association President 

Nick Gumas, who had campaigned 
on reducing fees for students with 
unpaid internships, said that by 
paying the small processing fee, 
students won’t have to worry that 
their applications will be rejected by 
a program that requires credit.

He said the fees created a obsta-
cle for students who were already 

dealing with the burden of an un-
paid position.

“A big problem many students 
have is that they’ll apply for a sum-
mer internship, they’ll get the in-
ternship, the program says you can’t 
take this internship unless you take 
it for credit,” said Gumas, who will 
formally announced the changes 
Monday. “This $50 option allows 
students in those situations to have 

their internships without incurring 
that serious fi nancial loss.”

He added that the Colum-
bian College of Arts and Sciences 
already created a zero-credit op-
tion for students, but Gumas said 
companies increasingly reject 
potential interns who can’t earn 
course hours.

After student-led push, GW slashes costs for internship credit
JACQUELINE THOMSEN
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

See INTERNSHIP Page 6

''

What’s so upsetting is 
that many of the students 
who will not be able to get 

academic credit can’t afford 
to take an unpaid internship.

ALLISON CHESTON
Consultant
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Tuition increase to help bolster 
mental health resources
COLLEEN MURPHY &
RYAN LASKER
NEWS EDITORS

See TUITION Page 6
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Aristide Collins, the former vice president and secretary of the University, was selected to 
permanently lead GW’s $1 billion campaign. GW has already raised $700 million.

GW promoted its interim fundrais-
ing chief to a permanent post Friday 
after announcing that he oversaw the 
securing of nearly $100 million in dona-
tions since the fall.

That means the University almost 
brought in more donations in just fi ve 
months than it did in the entire fi scal 
year of 2013. Offi cials are now more 

than 70 percent of the way to reaching 
GW’s $1 billion fundraising goal, and 
top leaders say they trust Aristide Col-
lins, who has been at the University 
since 2010, to continue to build momen-
tum during the campaign.

COLLEEN MURPHY
NEWS EDITOR

See FUNDRAISING Page 6

GW names permanent chief 
fundraiser, prepares to meet goal

BASEBALL’S BACK
P. 7

THE ROAD TO

Fixed tuition for incoming freshmen
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CRIME LOG
POPULAR LAST WEEK
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LET’S ORDER IN: 
FOGGY BOTTOM’S 
DELIVERERS
The Hatchet tested four 
of the most popular food 
delivery options near 
campus, giving you the 
pros and cons before you 
order.

ON
LI

N
EON GWHATCHET.COM

W
AT

CH

by Anna McGarrigle

FORMER 
DEPARTMENT 
CHAIR SUES 
UNIVERSITY 
Rakesh Kumar is suing the 
University for $8 million 
after of� cials removed him 
as chair of the department 
of biochemistry and 
molecular medicine.

Monday, Feb. 9

LYDIA FRANCIS | HATCHET PHOTOGRAPHER
The School of Media and Public Affairs featured the work of Nicolas Bedoya, an alumnus who spent the past 14 months 
working as a photojournalist in Colombia, documenting the human stories of a damaged, postwar country.

MEASURING 
SEXUAL ASSAULT 
ON CAMPUS
A breakdown of GW’s 
sexual violence survery 
results, explaining what the 
results mean and reporting 
the reactions of various 
communities on campus.  

Trying to spend your Colonial Cash? Here 
are three Valentine’s Day ideas that you 
can pay for with GWorld. Video by Sarah 
Mann and Anna Sumi.  

You can talk about your experience 
at GW for the past decade or so 
– that’s different than saying, “I 
admired GW but have been here 
for three weeks.”

Make One, Take One: A 
Valentine’s Exchange
Craft a Valentine’s Day card with the 
Colonial Health Center for survivors of 
domestic violence — and every visitor 
gets a card, too!
4:30 p.m. • Marvin Center

The Ebola Effect: Unpacking 
Ebola’s Impact from 
Epidemiology to Public Policy
Attend a panel discussion featuring 
public and private sector workers who 
will speak about their work during the 
Ebola outbreak.
7 p.m. • Marvin Center

The Future of Radio
Tune in to former and current NPR 
correspondents as they discuss the 
new wave of audio broadcasting: 
podcasts.
7:15 p.m. • Amphitheater, Marvin 
Center

NOAH DREZNER, a higher education 
professor at Columbia University who 
specializes in fundraising on GW’s hiring 
choice for a fundraising chief.

DRUG LAW VIOLATION/LIQUOR LAW VIOLATION
Mitchell Hall
1/27/15 – 11:45 a.m.
Case closed
Campus police responded to assist with an ad-
ministrative search being conducted by housing 
staff. The search yielded 1.8 grams of marijuana, 
drug paraphernalia and alcohol.
Referred for disciplinary action

ASSAULT ON POLICE OFFICER/LIQUOR LAW 
VIOLATION
Shenkman Hall
1/30/15 – 2:15 a.m.
Case closed
Campus police responded to a potential domes-
tic dispute between a student and an unaffi liated 
man. During the investigation of the dispute the 
unaffi liated man became aggressive with the of-
fi cers who then attempted to restrain and hand-
cuff him. Offi cers were injured when attempting 
to handcuff the suspect. The GW student was 
assessed for intoxication and transported to GW 
Hospital by EMeRG.
Subject Arrested.

ROBBERY
900 Block of New Hampshire Avenue
1/31/15 – 9:15 p.m.
Case closed
The Metropolitan Police Department notifi ed 
campus police of a student who was attacked by 
seven or eight male youths. The student’s iPhone 
was stolen.
Referred to MPD

-Compiled by Benjamin Kershner

Visions Realized with Glass
Indulge your artsy side and listen 
to glass artist Dan Dailey’s lecture 
about his escapades presenting his 
art in more than 300 exhibits.
6 p.m. • The GW Museum and The 
GW Textile Museum

Thursday, Feb. 12
Wednesday, Feb. 11



David Nadler, a trustee 
who served as a mentor to other 
board members and to GW 
administrators, died Thursday 
after a two-year battle with 
intestinal cancer. He was 66 
years old.

The Elliott School of 
International Affairs alumnus 
served on the Board of Trustees 
since 2011. Earlier, he served 
as the chairman of the Elliott 
School’s Board of Advisors.

Nelson Carbonell, the chair 
of the Board of Trustees, said 
there was “no replacement” for 
Nadler.

“What I really appreciated 
most about David was he was 
somebody who would engage 
with you and he was always 
looking to help, and that’s a 
quality that made him special,” 
Carbonell said.

A consultant to chief 
executives, Nadler launched 
Delta Consulting Group, a 
firm that created the practice of 
organizational change. He later 
sold the company to Marsh 
& McLennan Companies, 
Inc., a New York City risk 
management and insurance 
brokerage firm.

After retiring from his post 
as vice chairman in 2013, he 
and his brother started Nadler 
Advisory Services, a consulting 
group that works with chief 
executive officers and senior 
leadership teams.

Nadler earned his 
bachelor’s degree in 
international affairs from GW 
in 1970. He then earned an MBA 

from Harvard Business School, 
and a master’s and Ph.D. in 
psychology from the University 
of Michigan.

He wrote books about 
corporate governance and 
was an expert in institutional 
leadership, which made him 
an asset to the board, Carbonell 
said.

University President 
Steven Knapp said Nadler was 
a personal mentor, and that 
his experience with different 
organizations’ leadership teams 
helped him advise GW officials. 
He said Nadler also offered 
input for GW’s strategic plan.

“We all share the same 
sadness about his passing,” 
Knapp said. “He had loyal 
support for our University.”

Nadler’s family has long 
been tied to GW: His younger 
brother, Mark, is also an 
alumnus and his father was a 
professor.

He donated $1 million to the 
Elliott School in 2012, creating 
the Nadler Endowment Fund 
in Leadership and Governance. 
That gift helped the school 
expand its programs related 
to global leadership and 
governance.

Nadler is survived by 
his three daughters, Amy 
Horowitz, Cara Cook and Katie 
Nadler; sons-in-law, Andrew 
Horowitz and Brian Cook; 
grandchildren, Marley, Alex, 
Sophie, Emily and Henry; 
brothers, Mark and Scott; and 
former wife, Donna Gould.
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The University Police De-
partment alerted students to 
a multiple-suspect robbery 
near campus almost an hour 
after city police released an 
alert for the same incident.

The Metropolitan Po-
lice Department sent out an 
email alert about the Jan. 31 
robbery, which happened 
outside the 7-Eleven at 900 
New Hampshire Ave., at 
about 9:20 p.m., 10 minutes 
after it occurred.

UPD released a campus-
wide alert about the robbery, 
which police say involved 
seven or eight suspects, at 
about 10:10 p.m.

The incident was first 
reported to the city police, 
who then contacted UPD, 
University spokeswoman 
Maralee Csellar said in an 
email. MPD’s communica-
tion director, Gwendolyn 
Crump, and Csellar both de-
clined to say what time MPD 
contacted UPD about the 
robbery.

“We issued the GWAlert 
after we confirmed the rob-
bery with MPD and inter-
viewed the victim to get 
a better description of the 
alleged attackers so that 
we could distribute a more 
complete, and as accurate as 
possible, alert to the commu-
nity,” Csellar said.

The victim, a 20-year-old 
man, suffered cuts to his left 

eyebrow, left chin and below 
his nose after the suspects 
attacked him and stole his 
iPhone 4, according to a po-
lice report. He was also cut 
inside his mouth and lost 
consciousness, and was tak-
en to the GW Hospital. None 
of the suspects were armed.

Police consultant Greg 
Gilbertson said sending out 
an alert within 15 minutes of 
a crime can best help police 
departments find suspects.

“If you have seven or 
eight young males running 
around robbing people, that’s 
a big deal,” he said. “Some 
sort of alert should have been 
sent out immediately.”

In fall 2013, police mis-
handled a pair of gun threats 
on campus: MPD took sever-
al hours to to tell GW police 
about an armed robbery on 
campus, and UPD took 15 
minutes to tell city police 
about reports of a gunman 
in South Hall.

MPD’s alert gave the 
time of the robbery and 
described the suspects as 
“black youths” between the 
ages of 12 to 16 who were 
wearing dark clothing. One 
had a shaved head and two 
were wearing winter hats. 
The UPD alert relayed the 
same information, but left 
out the time of the incident.

Csellar declined to say 
whether campus police 
would increase patrolling in 
the area where the robbery 
occurred. She said UPD “pro-
vides foot, bike and car pa-

trols of the campus 24/7 and 
we will continue to do so.”

Violent crimes, like rob-
bery and sexual abuse, and 
property crimes, like theft 
and burglary, have both dou-
bled in the New Hampshire 
Avenue area since 2013, ac-
cording to MPD crime data. 
In December, a female stu-
dent reported that she was 
raped by multiple attackers 
less than a block away from 
where the robbery occurred.

In October, Senior Associ-
ate Vice President for Safety 
and Security Darrell Darnell 
declinedto say whether the 
department would increase 
patrolling near the Foggy 
Bottom Metro station after a 
man allegedly attempted to 
sexually abuse two female 
students in the area.

“We prefer not to disclose 
the locations of our cameras 
and other security tactics — 
if we were to do so, it would 
give people who wish to com-
mit a crime too much infor-
mation,” he said then.

Experts say UPD should 
publicize when officers pa-
trol in areas of high crime. 
Chuck Drago, a former po-
lice chief who now advises 
police departments, said an-
nouncing where officers will 
be can help deter crime.

“That’s a ridiculous 
practice because you want 
people to know that you’re 
out there,” he said. “The ob-
jective is always to prevent 
crime, not to just catch them 
after it happens.”

eva marie palmer
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

SA president calls for 
mandatory sexual violence 
training at orientation

Trustee remembered as helpful 
adviser to University leaders

JORDAN MCDONALD I HATCHET PHOTOGRAPHER
Student Association Sen. Frank Fritz, CCAS-U, and senior Sophia Lin are working 
with housing officials to implement a composting program in a hillside residence 
hall on the Mount Vernon Campus.

Just one student attended a sexual 
violence information session during 
Colonial Inauguration last summer, 
Student Association President Nick 
Gumas told University officials during 
his speech at Friday’s Board of Trustees 
meeting.

He said that fact supports the call 
to require incoming students to receive 
training in how to handle situations 
involving sexual violence and how 
to intervene as a bystander. Top GW 
leaders have since voiced support for 
investigating the issue on campus.

“For many incoming students, 
understandably college is the first time 
that they hear about sexual assault and 
sexual violence, and we want to make 
sure again everyone’s prepared on day 
one,” Gumas said.

Gumas pointed to several “high-
profile” incidents of sexual abuse on 
campus last semester,including a sexual 
assault reported at the Phi Sigma Kappa 
townhouse, and said trainings should 
focus on the “red zone” – the first few 
weeks of classes – when sexual assault 
is most likely to occur.

“The first six weeks on a college 
campus are a potentially dangerous 
time for the issue of sexual assault, and 
we just want to make sure people are as 
prepared as possible,” Gumas said.

University President Steven Knapp 
said in an interview that he understood 
Gumas’ “articulate case” to hold sexual 
violence trainings at CI because it’s one 
of a handful of times when all freshmen 
are in the same place.

“The biggest challenge is 
communication because as [Gumas] 
said, once students come here, it’s hard 
to get any particular education initiative 
to go to students,” Knapp said. “If 
we use it at Colonial Inauguration, 
that’s the one time you have a captive 
audience of everybody all together.”

Knapp said he’d be open to 
discussions with student leaders about 
training sessions. He pointed to past 
student lobbying efforts, like those 
to move Student Health Service and 
the University Counseling Center 
to campus, as examples of when 
administrators have responded to 

student concerns.
“I don’t personally run CI, so I 

think we have a lot [of people] to talk 
to who are responsible for developing 
that,” Knapp said. “I don’t like to pose 
things on people without discussion, 
but I think what he’s bringing forward 
is a very interesting idea we need to 
explore.”

The push for mandatory CI 
training follows the recent release of 
GW’s sexual violence survey results. 
The survey also found that about a 
quarter of undergraduate students 
experienceunwanted sexual behavior 
while at GW, and the majority of 
students don’t know how to contact the 
Title IX office.

Title IX Coordinator Rory 
Muhammad has called for more 
trainings for all students after the results 
were released.

Board of Trustees Chair Nelson 
Carbonell said in an interview that 
officials must look at more ways to 
address sexual violence on campus. He 
added that the Board is “very focused” 
on the issue.

“We really need to figure this out, 
and I’m not sure we have it figured out 
yet,” Carbonell said.

CI has offered optional training 
sessions and presented issues related 
to sexual violence during skits in past 
years. In the skits, orientation leaders 
have acted out situations incoming 
students may encounter at GW, such 
as a roommate saying he or she has 
experienced sexual violence.

Georgetown, Cornell and New 
York universities have started 
mandatory training for freshmen 
within the past year. Georgetown holds 
peer-led sessions, but Gumas said GW 
would not have enough trained student 
leaders to work with the large number 
of incoming freshmen at CI. Cornell 
and New York universities both require 
students to complete online programs 
during their first two semesters on 
campus.

Dean of Student Affairs Peter 
Konwerski said trainings would be 
more successful if the sessions were 
offered in different formats – including 
online modules, “virtual exercises” 
and small-group discussions during 
orientation. 

ryaN lasker
CONTRIBUTING NEWS EDITOR

ellie smith
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GW waits an hour to alert students 
to multiple-suspect robbery

hensley hall residents 
could soon compost

Two students are working with 
University officials to begin teaching 
residents of a Mount Vernon Campus 
residence hall how to compost.

Student Association Sen. Frank 
Fritz, CCAS-U, and senior Sophia Lin 
said they want to launch a composting 
program in Hensley Hall and later 
expand it to other halls. That could 
help GW reach its goal of becoming 
completely waste free – just one tenet 
of a multi-pronged plan to reduce its 
environmental impact.

Lin said that the pilot, which could 
launch some time this semester, would 
give one compost bin to each room in 
the residence hall with labels for what 
can and cannot be composted. Hensley 
is home to fewer than 40 students, 
according to GW’s housing website.

“It requires a major behavioral 
change, and not everyone is necessarily 
aware of how composting works or 
what actually can be composted,” said 
Lin, who is leading the program as part 
of a Clinton Global Initiative project.

Ari Massefski, the president of the 
Residence Hall Association, said Fritz 
and Lin have met with Hensley’s hall 
council but not yet with GW’s Division 
of Operations.

“So we were happy to point them 
in the right direction and will continue 
to work with them to flesh out the 
possibility of a composting program 
in one of the residence halls on the 
hillsides,” Massefski said.

Fritz said student leaders would try 

to work closely with the hall, checking 
in with all the residents, to ensure the 
pilot’s success.

“We’re going to go very extensive 
with this one dorm, really engage with 
each individual there,” Fritz said. “Get 
their RHA on board. Get their [resident 
adviser] on board.”

Gregory Evanylo, a professor 
in the department of crop and soil 
environmental sciences at Virginia 
Tech, said composting projects are 
more often successful when officials 
take an educational approach. Staff 
might need “to get into that waste and 
pull out some of the non-compostables 
by hand” before people know exactly 
what can be composted, Evanylo said.

Stan Slaughter, founder of Tall 
Oak Productions, which aims to teach 
students how to sort compostable 
material, also said starting a program is 
“a massive project on education.”

Students need straightforward 
directions for separating materials 
into compost and trash bins, Slaughter 
said. He recommends putting a sign 
above the compost bin with lists of 
compostable food items and attaching 
actual items that are compostable as 
examples.

“You can glue a rumpled up 
napkin onto the sign. You can glue the 
paper cup on the sign,” Slaughter said. 
“When a person is coming to get rid of 
[their waste], they’re not going to want 
to spend a long, long time translating 
words into physicality.”

University sustainability officials 
recently said D.C.’s infrastructure could 
not handlewidespread composting. 
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A multiple-suspect robbery was reported outside the 7-Eleven at 900 New Hampshire Ave. Violent 
crimes, like robbery and sexual abuse, and property crimes, like theft and burglary, have both doubled in 
the area of that robbery since 2013, according to Metropolitan Police Department crime data. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF NADLER ADVISORY SERVICES
David Nadler was a four-year GW trustee who passed away after a two-
year battle with cancer Thursday. He was a mentor to University leaders 
like Steven Knapp and Nelson Carbonell. 



College students have 
sex, and everyone has 
an opinion about it. It’s 
true. Just Google “hookup 

culture,” and you’ll quickly find 
that students have been under close 
observation for years. Countless 
news stories bemoan the “end of 
courtship,” suggest that casual sex 
disproportionately hurts women or 
try to convince us that millennials 
are undergoing a sexual revolution. 
Others insist that college hookup 
culture simply isn’t real.

That’s fine. Members of Genera-
tion X are welcome to sit back with 
their clipboards and nervously bite 
their nails as they wait for us to ruin 
society with our sexual promiscuity.

We should be making the deci-
sions about our own lives, especially 
when it comes to what we’re doing 
in the bedroom (or in any number 
of interesting hookup locations). 
Pressure from friends and adults 
shouldn’t matter: We can decide 
how much we participate in hookup 

culture, if at all. We can decide who 
we want to fall in love with, if any-
one. And we can decide how much 
sex we want to have, if any. 

But not everyone agrees that we 
should be making our own choices. 
For as private and personal as our 
sex lives should be, there are always 
third parties telling us what we 
should be doing.

We’ve all felt the pressure from 
family members at one point or 
another. Everyone from parents to 
cousins hint that it’s time to get a 
boyfriend or girlfriend, and if they 
even have the slightest suspicion 
you might have someone in your 
life, they’re all over it.

Adults aren’t the only ones who 
try to influence our sex lives. Our 
peers put pressure on us every day, 
and we even put pressure on our-
selves. If the numbers are accurate, 
and students only have casual sex 
with an average of two different 
partners each year, then hookup cul-
ture isn’t as prevalent as we think.

We’ve convinced ourselves that 
people we know are going out and 
getting laid every weekend, and our 
fear of missing out makes us feel like 
we should be, too. 

In reality, things aren’t that sim-
ple. In fact, what’s going on inside 
college students’ heads is shocking.

More than 60 percent of college-
aged men and 80 percent of college-
aged women say they would prefer 
a traditional romantic relationship 
over an uncommitted sexual rela-
tionship, according to a 2010 study. 
Similarly, a 2011 study found that 65 
percent of women and 45 percent of 
men hope a hookup will turn into a 
committed relationship.

I don’t know about you, but 

this sounds like the opposite of ev-
erything I’ve ever heard about sex 
in college. I have few friends who 
are publicly pining for a boyfriend 
or girlfriend, and in fact, I can count 
on one hand the number of people I 
know who are in relationships.

So, what do college students 
want? Do we want to be in rela-
tionships? Do we want to have ca-
sual sex? Do we want something 
else altogether? The good news is, 
we don’t all have to want the same 
thing – even if we’re seen by adults, 
and by ourselves, as a group with 
the same sexual preferences and de-
sires. We all can and should choose 
sexual activities and relationships 
that work for us as individuals.

Don’t listen to your parents. 
Don’t listen to your friends. Listen 
to yourself – seriously. Try hard to 
let go of the expectations of others.

If you want to hook up with a 
new Tinder match each weekend, 
go for it. If friends with benefits is 
more your style, that’s awesome. 

And if you decide you’re looking 
for a relationship, don’t let hookup 
culture bully you into avoiding ask-
ing someone on – gasp – a date.

I started 2014 with a breakup. 
My two-year relationship ended, 
and at first I expected to be miser-
able without a boyfriend. I was also 
hesitant, to say the least, to partici-
pate in hookup culture because I 
had never been single in college. 
Over the past year, though, I’ve dis-
covered that I’m perfectly happy in 
other arrangements. I might change 
my mind, but that’s OK, too, be-
cause I have time to figure it out.

We’re in college. It’s cliché, but 
this is the time to find ourselves be-
fore we go out into the real world. 
Now is the time to explore your 
sexuality, find out what you want 
your sex life to look like or even find 
someone you love.

Do whatever you want – as long 
as it’s consensual and safe – and do 
it now. Or don’t. It’s your sex life. It’s 
up to you.

What the University Won't talk aboUt this Week
When city police informed GW police about a robbery reported near campus (p. 3)

the ForUM
blogs.gwhatchet.com/theforum

I don’t hate living in E Street. I’ll happily keep my rooftop 
balcony even if I sometimes have to convince my friends that I 

don’t, in fact, live in Southwest D.C.

FroM

–ColUMnist Dan Grover, on FOFAC’s move to the hall at 1959 E St. • Feb. 5
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Take back your sex life
SEX iSSUE

Don’t listen to your 
parents or your friends. 

Listen to yourself – 
seriously. Try your 

hardest to let go of the 
expectations of others.

As GW aims for NCAA 
power-player status, 
students could benefit

To those of us on this campus for 
whom the wins and losses of the Co-
lonials are our only encounters with 
college sports, the many changes on 
the horizon for the National Colle-
giate Athletic Association may not 
be on our radar.

From a rumored “Coalition to 
Save College Sports” to anti-trust 
lawsuits to debates about pay-
to-play regulations, the NCAA is 
poised for big changes.

And who should be a central 
player in these conversations but 
GW. An expansion of the Univer-
sity’s areas of focus is a choice that 
will benefit future generations of 
students. And by inserting itself into 
the conversation, GW is paving the 
way for lesser-known schools in the 
sports world to do the same.

It might come as a surprise to 
many that GW – not a big sports 
school in the traditional sense – is 
fancying itself a player in the future 
of the NCAA. But athletic director 
Patrick Nero is ensuring that GW is 
a part of the national conversations 
about college sports, after already 
forging relationships with the White 
House on issues like sexual assault.

More broadly, it makes sense 
that GW is central to these conver-
sations because our school is inher-
ently political. That inclination has 
also extended to the athletic depart-
ment, which has started programs 
to encourage diversity in sports and 

prevent sexual violence.
Now, the University certainly 

isn’t able to throw its weight behind 
issues involving football programs, 
so some might wonder why GW 
deserves a voice in conversations 
about regulating college sports.

But advocacy work is one way 
the University can make a name for 
itself on the national stage without 
pouring money into a new program. 
And we enjoy the benefits of GW’s 
presence on that stage, including a 
boost to school spirit, the potential 
for more fundraising opportunities 
and the prestige that comes with 
having ESPN on campus for game 
day. Admittedly, this focus won’t 
benefit current students as much. 
But that’s no reason not to make it 
a focus.

Beyond the benefits on this 
campus alone, GW is also serving 
as a model for other schools in the 
NCAA that might be important to 
conversations about the future of 
college sports but aren’t poised to 
participate in them. 

Nero and the athletic depart-
ment are carving out a space for 
schools that are stronger in Olympic 
sports but perhaps aren’t household 
names or perennial national cham-
pionship contenders. 

The future of the NCAA is un-
clear, but GW’s efforts in helping 
shape it bodes well for more on 
campus than just our sports teams.

For the full story, visit 
gwhatchet.com/opinions.H

GWhatChet.CoM

Create a GW stUDent Union

elinoaM 
abraMov

WRITER

While political rheto-
ric is ever present 
around campus, ac-
tion is limited. The 

power of student political action 
would increase dramatically if we 
were to work together, advocating 
based on a demo-
cratically reached 
consensus. At GW, 
it could come in 
the form of a stu-
dent union.

A system like 
this – granted, an 
imperfect system 
– exists in the U.K. 
already, and has 
for decades. Like GW’s Student 
Association, British student unions 
were formed to represent the inter-
ests of their students in conversa-
tions with the administration.

That’s about where the similari-
ties end. Unions are far more robust 
than the SA, with the most drastic 
difference being that while the SA 

is meant to be apolitical, student 
unions are deliberately political.

Don’t get me wrong, I’m not 
advocating for the corrosion of 
the SA or even for the politiciza-
tion of the system, but rather for a 
separate entity that can provide a 

systematic way for 
GW students to 
voice their politi-
cal concerns.

To some, this 
idea may seem 
like an unat-
tainable goal, 
something that 
sounds good on 
paper but is too 

good to be true. 
And of course, the political 

landscape in the U.K. is substan-
tially different from that in the 
United States. The historically 
strong presence of unions in gen-
eral has in part determined the 
success of student unions. This 
structure is deeply ingrained in 

the culture of British universities 
and won’t spring up overnight in a 
robust form at GW or other Ameri-
can schools.

But an American student 
union would allow a rare space for 
students of all ideologies to debate, 
hash out issues and perhaps find 
solutions that represent the major-
ity of the GW community despite 
the apparent polarization.

Whether motions are practi-
cal – calling for a policy change, 
like in tuition hikes – or symbolic 
– asserting a student body posi-
tion on a political issue – the direct 
influence on the national political 
climate can be great. Whether we 
like it or not, the voice of the next 
generation should and does carry a 
special force.

Whether motions are 
practical or symbolic, 
the direct influence on 
the national political 
climate can be great.

Bridging the gap between rhetoric and action

by Jay Fondin



The Residence Hall 
Association is trying to help 
GW say goodbye to its rich-
kid reputation.

For the 50th anniversary 
of Martha’s Marathon this 
month, students won’t 
have the chance to outbid 
each other by hundreds or 
thousands of dollars for the 
best rooms GW offers.

The RHA will raffl e off 
fi ve housing assignments 
to randomly selected 
winners and give another 
housing pick to the student 
who wins the most fake 
money through gambling 
games like blackjack and 
roulette at the Casino 
Royale-themed event. 
Winners will choose from 
any room in which they are 
eligible to live for the 2015-
2016 academic year.

In previous years, 
Martha’s Marathon 
auctioned off desirable 

rooms, like a single in 
Guthridge Hall or a double 
in Amsterdam Hall, to 
students who offered to pay 
the most.

RHA President Ari 
Massefski said students 
would pay thousands of 
dollars to get a quad in 
Shenkman Hall or other 
prime rooms.

“That sort of money is 
prohibitive to people. That 
sort of money would be 
prohibitive to me,” he said.

The event will still 
include an auction, but now 
students will bid on items 
like a baseball signed by 
President Barack Obama, a 
guitar signed by Taylor Swift 
and sheet music signed by 
Beyoncé. All money raised 
from the raffl e and auction 
will continue to go toward 
housing scholarships.

RHA Programming 
Director Ali Belinkie said 
the organization chose to 
make Martha’s Marathon 
a raffl e this year because it 

would allow more students 
to get involved.

“We wanted to make it 
equal for all students so that 
everyone could participate 
in it,” she said.

To compensate for 
replacing the auction 
with a raffl e, the RHA has 
hosted fundraisers at local 
eateries like Roti, Jetties and 
Sweetgreen over the past 
week to bring money into 
the RHA Housing Fund, 
which helps students earn 
scholarships to cover the 
cost of housing.
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Residence Hall Association 
transitions 50th annual 
fundraiser into raffl e 

After leak in wireless network, 
GW moves to add support for 
Internet researchers

ROBIN EBERHARDT
HATCHET REPORTER''

This area is very 
challenging and 

the idea that 
an institution 
is going to be 
perfect every 
time on all of 

these challenges 
is not reasonable.

TRACY MITRANO
Former director of IT policy

 at Cornell University

MARY ELLEN MCINTIRE
NEWS EDITOR

JORDAN MCDONALD I HATCHET PHOTOGRAPHER
Residence Hall Association President Ari Massefski, left, and Programming Director Ali Belinkie, right, 
plan to turn Martha’s Marathon, originally an auction, into a raf� e. Previously, organizers awarded prized 
housing assignments to the highest bidders. Now, they will randomly select winners. 

Donate by visiting:
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GW’s doctoral degree 
program in counseling 
will move to the Graduate 
School of Education and 
Human Development, the 
Board of Trustees unani-
mously decided Friday.

The Ph.D. program 
– which enrolled fi ve stu-
dents last year, according 
to the Offi ce of Institutional 
Research and Planning – 
was formally housed in the 

Columbian College of Arts 
and Sciences, but all of its 
faculty and students have 
been based in GW’s educa-
tion school.

Richard Lanthier, an 
associate professor of hu-
man development, said 
a past policy required 
the doctoral degree to be 
awarded through the Co-
lumbian College. GW’s ed-
ucation school offers other 

doctoral degrees in educa-
tion and philosophy.

“Both GSEHD and 
CCAS support the move-
ment of the administrative 
aspects of the degree from 
the CCAS to GSEHD,” he 
said in an email.

Ken Hergenrather, the 
counseling department’s 
chair, declined to comment.

Counseling Ph.D. formally shifts to 
education school

–Mary Ellen McIntire

A wireless leak last 
semester resulted in 30 
GWIDs and passwords 
downloading onto a re-
search lab computer from 
GW1X, which could have 
compromised academic 
and personal informa-
tion.

A breach in the Uni-
versity’s old wireless 
network, which it offi -
cially moved away from 
last month, enabled a 
computer in a computer 
science research lab to 
download the informa-
tion, which could log 
someone who had the 
information into faculty 
and students’ GWMail 
and Blackboard accounts.

A researcher who 
spoke on the condition 
of anonymity said the 
information was down-
loaded to a lab computer 
that was left turned on 
in the computer science 
department because of 
a hole within the GW1X 
network. The researcher 
said someone with the 
information could have 
changed grades on a pro-
fessor’s Blackboard ac-
count or accessed users’ 
email accounts.

Offi cials notifi ed the 
students and faculty 
whose information was 
downloaded, and the 
project was suspended, 
University spokesman 
Kurtis Hiatt said in an 
email.

David Steinour, GW’s 
chief information offi cer, 
declined to sit for an in-
terview to discuss the 
leak or the process be-
hind how the leak was 
reported.

His offi ce is now of-
fering more information 
to IT workers, faculty and 
student researchers about 
University research 
protocols to make sure 
there’s communication 
about future research 
projects that could affect 
GW’s wireless networks, 
Hiatt said. He declined 
to comment on how those 
efforts would be present-
ed.

“DIT also provides 
information about uni-

versity protocols and op-
tions to safely support 
cyber research, includ-
ing an existing program 
that matches student 
researchers with Divi-
sion of IT staff to safely 
conduct experiments and 
gain practical experi-
ence,” he said.

The University 
stopped using GW1X at 
the beginning of January, 
shifting to a new wireless 
network, GWireless. The 
new network “prevents 
the occurrence of the 
same or similar incidents 
the future,” Hiatt said.

Krishna Venkatasu-
bramanian, an assistant 
professor of computer 
science at Worcester Poly-
technic Institute, said an 
IT department should 
educate a university com-
munity about general cy-
bersecurity safety, but 
that researchers should 
pay special attention to 
that information.

Universities should 
acknowledge that com-
puter science teaching 
and research can require 
mock hacking a network, 
he added.

“We have to teach stu-
dents how to secure net-
works. Many times they 
have to learn the skills to 
actually be able to use the 
networks to do simulated 
bad things in a controlled 
manner,” he said.

Still, departments 
should be able to come to 
an understanding about 

policies that balance net-
work safety with educa-
tional practices, he said.

“The most important 
thing is for computer sci-
ence faculty to engage the 
IT department and the IT 
department to engage 
computer science faculty 
and faculty in general,” 
he said. “They need to 
inform them what is ex-
pected behavior and how 
do you deal with it.”

Communication be-
tween among technology 
administrators is becom-
ing more important as 
computer science be-
comes a more prominent 
fi eld and more research 
is based on institutions’ 
networks, said Tracy Mi-
trano, the former direc-
tor of IT policy at Cornell 
University's Institute for 
Computer Policy and 
Law.

During her ten-
ure, she said there were 
times when research af-
fected the university’s 
networks, but her offi ce 
could typically work 
with those researchers to 
make sure there were not 
additional implications 
for the network.

While Cornell didn’t 
establish any formal pro-
gramming for research-
ers, she said she focused 
on opening communica-
tion between her offi ce 
and faculty.

“Once we had created 
those communication 
channels and relation-
ships there was no for-
mal education or no for-
mal processes,” she said. 
“Once all that was estab-
lished, it all happened 
naturally.”

Though communica-
tion can sometimes fall 
through, it’s important that 
universities make an effort 
to prevent miscommunica-
tion, Mitrano added.

“This area is very 
challenging, and the idea 
that an institution is go-
ing to be perfect every 
time on all of these chal-
lenges is not reasonable,” 
she said. “But if they’re 
ignoring something, if 
they’ve been made aware 
of something and they 
ignore it, that’s where 
there’s a real problem.”

''

That sort of money 
is prohibitive to 
people. That sort 

of money would be 
prohibitive to me.

ARI MASSEFSKI
RHA President
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Tuition bump to funnel into mental health services

With chief hire, campaign pushes on

DESIREE HALPERN | CONTRIBUTING PHOTO EDITOR
University President Steven Knapp announced on Friday that GW has brought in $715 million toward its $1 billion 
fundraising gold. 

GW cuts price of
 internship credit

From Page 1

From Page 1

FILE PHOTO BY SAM HARDGROVE | HATCHET STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Student Association President Nick Gumas is expected to announce 
his plan to lower the fee students pay to receive academic credit for 
internships Monday.

The changes were approved 
through a joint effort between the 
SA and Senior Vice Provost for 
Academic Affairs and Planning 
Forrest Maltzman, Gumas said. 
The credit students earn through 
the course will not count toward 
graduation.

He said students who take 
17 credits will also be able to take 
a one-credit internship without 
paying the fee for an 18th credit, 
which would place them over the 
full-time student limit.

Avra Bossov, the SA’s execu-
tive vice president, said she was 
working on a task force to develop 
the program with representatives 
from the Center for Career Ser-
vices, which will host the course. 
She is also working with students, 
faculty, staff and alumni.

Bossov said it was important 
for GW to offer the option to stu-
dents because of the large number 
who participate in internships. 
More than 90 percent of GW stu-
dents complete at least an intern-
ship or other outside learning 
experience during their time at 
GW, according to the University’s 
website.

“Because we place such a 
high importance on internships 
in general, to have an infra-
structure set up to help students 
have accessibility to internships, 
we’ve gotten a lot of widespread 
support,” she said.

The Princeton Review named 
GW the best university in the 
country for internship opportu-
nities, according to rankings re-
leased last week. The University 
does not track how many students 
who pay to take internships for 
academic credit only.

The Career Center created 
the Knowledge in Action Career 

Internship Fund in 2013 to help 
students cover the costs of taking 
unpaid internships, typically with 
non-profits or government agen-
cies. Students can be awarded be-
tween $1,000 and $3,000 through 
the program.

Two years ago, the Center was 
aiming to raise $100,000 for the 
program, which could have given 
grants to 100 students.

Cutting fees for intern-
ships was one of Gumas’ three 
campaign goals last year. His 
peer counseling hotline was 
approved by the University 
last month and updates to the 
SA website are expected to be 
completed over the next cou-
ple of months.

Allison Cheston, a consul-
tant who helps recent graduates 
find jobs, said most top universi-
ties don’t accept academic credit 
for internships, but will provide 
grants to students that will help 
cover the costs of taking on an un-
paid internship.

“What’s so upsetting is that 
many of the students who will 
not be able to get academic credit 
can’t afford to take an unpaid in-
ternship,” she said. “It’s all for the 
benefit of a company.”

She said most students need 
to participate in internships or 
gain some kind of experience be-
fore graduation if they hope to be 
able to find a job.

Chris MacGill, the senior 
associate director for recruiting 
and outreach programming at 
Pennsylvania State University’s 
Career Services, said students 
recognize the need to market 
themselves to employers for 
post-graduation life.

“They know they need to do 
it. They’re always looking for 
opportunities,” she said. “It’s a 
part of the fabric of the college 
experience.”

As the vice president and sec-
retary of the University, Collins 
worked closely with the Board 
of Trustees and built relation-
ships with top officials in GW’s 10 
schools. Those bonds were clear 
at Friday’s meeting, when sev-
eral top administrators started the 
wave after his promotion was an-
nounced. Executive Vice President 
and Treasurer Lou Katz even jok-
ingly handed Collins some cash as 
he walked to the podium to shake 
hands with University President 
Steven Knapp.

“You’re part of a family,” Col-
lins said. “We understand each 
other, speak the same language and 
we’re all rooting for the same goals, 
so hopefully it will be a great jump-
start.”

Knapp said Collins was “in-
strumental” in building the rela-
tionships that brought on the suc-
cess of the last several months, and 
that Collins knows how to maintain 
the energy needed to carry the Uni-
versity the rest of the way.

“That will continue after the 
goal is reached – in the next year or 
so, right, Aristide?” Knapp said at 
the meeting.

Experts say hiring a permanent 
leader from within GW’s ranks 
will make it easier to connect with 
major donors, as Collins already 
knows enough about the Univer-
sity to convince donors to get on 
board.

The fundraising office now 
counts a total of $715 million in 
donations toward the campaign, 
which means officials have raised 

$190 million since the public launch 
in June. 

To build on the buzz, Knapp 
brought trustees to Friday’s men’s 
basketball game, where the fun-
draising milestone was broadcast 
on the jumbotron and fans in the 
stands could grab T-shirts bearing 
the campaign logo.

Knapp said officials did not 
conduct a national search to fill 
the top fundraiser position, in-
stead counting on Collins to make 
a smooth transition without wast-
ing time training someone, which 
could “take months.”

“You know we had the right 
person right in front of us, so why 
not ask him to do it permanently?” 
Knapp said. “Those searches take 
months to do, and meanwhile 
you’re kind of in limbo. You don’t 
want to be in limbo in the middle of 
the campaign. The idea is you want 
to keep momentum going.”

Collins’ knowledge of GW, 
which stretches back 17 years when 
he led fundraising campaigns for 
the Marvin Center, will help him 
carry the campaign to the finish 
line, Knapp said. He also spent sev-
eral years at other schools.

Board Chair Nelson Carbonell 
said promoting Collins ensures the 
University “will not miss a beat” 
and keep it on track to reaching its 
$1 billion goal before the campaign 
ends in three years.

“And frankly, at this stage in 
the campaign, we needed some-
body who knows the institution, 
knows the Board, and so I think it 
was a wise decision to bring some-
one with his skills in,” Carbonell 
said.

Experts say Collins’ ties to GW 
made him a natural choice for the 
job, which requires him to have 
talking points about what’s hap-
pening on campus, connections 
with top officials and the ability to 
work closely with Knapp to land 
large gifts.

For example, during the Board 
of Trustees meeting, Knapp high-
lighted Collins’ contributions to 
securing the University’s largest-
ever gift last spring – a combined 
$80 million from billionaire philan-
thropists Michael Milken and Sum-
ner Redstone, who are not alumni. 
That gift took three years of dinners 
with Knapp, trustees and top ad-
ministrators, conferences across the 
country and a Manhattan alumni 
event.

GW’s former vice president for 
development and alumni relations, 
Michael Morsberger, left due to 
personal reasons in November. He 
said Collins is “the perfect guy to 
take over where I left off.”

“He is a good man, known and 
respected by faculty and staff, do-
nors and trustees. Solid character 
and consummate professional,” 
Morsberger said. “I wish him noth-
ing but success with the campaign.”

Noah Drezner, a higher educa-
tion professor at Columbia Univer-
sity who specializes in fundraising, 
said Collins’ GW roots will also 
make it easy for donors to trust him 
and his passion for the campaign’s 
goals.

“You can talk about your expe-
rience at GW for the past decade or 
so – that’s different than saying, ‘I 
admired GW but have been here 
for three weeks,’” Drezner said. 

staffers could work with multi-
cultural or LGBT students. Earlier 
this fall, GW hired several new 
counselors, including one who 
works with veterans and another 
with multicultural and interna-
tional students. Konwerski also 
pinpointed a need to “have a 
presence in” the law school and 
the larger graduate student popu-
lation.

Two law students were found 
dead in their off-campus apart-

ments last semester, and the D.C. 
chief medical examiner’s office 
has not yet released a cause of 
death for either case. Last spring, 
three students committed sui-
cide in their residence hall on the 
Mount Vernon Campus, and a 
student attempted to commit sui-
cide on Foggy Bottom in the fall.

“We, as a University, have to 
be prepared to respond,” Konw-
erski said at the meeting.

Experts say marketing the tu-
ition increase as a way to improve 
mental health resources is a savvy 

move that could make it more 
palatable for incoming students.

Richard Vedder, the director 
of the Center for College Afford-
ability and Productivity, said as-
sociating more resources for men-
tal health with the increase shows 
officials are trying to “put a good 
face on.”

“But GW is awfully darn ex-
pensive,” Vedder said. “My feel-
ing is that’s just PR.”

Nicholas Hillman, a higher 
education policy professor at the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison 

who specializes in financial aid, 
said billing the tuition increases 
as a way to focus on campus men-
tal health could also help connect 
the community to the issue.

“You have some sort of com-
munal problem to solve, which is 
in this case suicides. How can the 
University be more preventative, 
inclusive and aware?” Hillman 
said. “Maybe the Board of Trust-
ees was thinking this is a way 
to try and help solve a problem. 
They’re looking for places to find 
resources, and tuition is one of 

many places to find resources.”
Robert Kelchen, an assistant 

higher education professor at Se-
ton Hall University, said putting 
the tuition increase toward mental 
health resources may be more of a 
messaging move as colleges have 
come under fire for rising costs.

“It’s definitely good from a 
messaging standpoint,” Kelchen 
said. “It’s difficult to message that 
even though cost of attendance is 
$62,000 that it might be affordable.”

—Mary Ellen McIntire contributed 
reporting.



Midway through the fi rst 
half, Dayton took its fi rst lead 
of the game on a three from 
Amber Deane. Caira Washington 
misfi red a jumpshot on GW’s next 
possession, and the Flyers took 
the rebound back for their fi rst 
consecutive baskets of the game 
and a three-point lead in the battle 
between the Atlantic 10’s top two 
teams Sunday

But the Colonials, which had 
trailed for a total of two seconds in 
their previous game, erased the lead 
with a three from Jonquel Jones that 
sparked an 11-point run on the way 
to a 67-56 win at the Smith Center, 
the team’s 19th straight.

Jones posted her 14th double-
double of the season, with 18 points 
and 18 rebounds. Sophomore Caira 
Washington recorded 11 points and 
10 rebounds, good for her third 
double-double of the year, and 
senior Chakecia Miller had a game-
high six assists and added nine 
points. But head coach Jonathan 
Tsipis was most impressed with 
the team’s shutdown of players like 
Ally Malott, who went 3-12 from 
the fi eld.

“The pride we have defensively 
showed there like no other time this 
season,” Tsipis said.

GW led by as much as 19 with 

11 minutes remaining in the second 
half. However, a 17-9 Flyers run 
over the fi nal 9:49 pulled the game 
back into the single digits during 
the fi nal minute. Jones made two 
free throws with 21 seconds left to 
restore a double-digit lead.

“We knew it was going to be a 
game of runs,” said senior Lauren 
Chase, who had six points. “We just 
had to stay composed. It started 
with Chakecia and I being the point 
guards and trying to calm everyone 
down.”

The Colonials went back to 
their bread and butter once again, 
out-rebounding Dayton 57-36 
despite being outscored 28-24 in 
the paint. As a team, GW shot 35 
percent from the fi eld and held 
Dayton to 32 percent. The Colonials 
held a slim 13-12 lead in points off 
turnovers, with both teams turning 
the ball over 15 times.

As a team, GW had 20 assists 
(on 26 made fi eld goals), compared 
to only eight for Dayton.

“We like to take what the 
defense gives us,” Miller said. “We 
like to be the dictators and we like 
to penetrate, and we found our 
teammates who knocked down 
shots.”

The Colonials ended the fi rst 
half on a 25-12 run to lead 39-29. 
The team shot 41 percent from 
the fi eld and held the Flyers to 35 
percent shooting. GW hit fi ve three-
pointers (Jones and Cranshaw each 

had two) in the fi rst 20 minutes and 
forced nine Dayton turnovers. The 
game was tied fi ve times in the half.

Jones led all players with 12 
fi rst-half points, and added a 
team-high seven rebounds. Miller 
had a game-high four assists in 
the half. Despite the overall lead, 
the Colonials were outscored 18-
10 in the paint. Still, they held 
a 26-21 rebounding advantage. 
Dayton held a 9-7 advantage in 
points off turnovers.

With the win, the team has now 
swept the defending champion 
Flyers in conference play after 
pulling out a nail-biter in Ohio 
earlier this season. But even with 
the success, Tsipis said there is still 
more work to be done.

“We keep taking steps 
forward,” Tsipis said. “We still 
have six more league games to 
go, and I think this team knows 
that we can still make progress 
and get better.”

With sole possession of fi rst 
place and two wins over the 
defending champions, Miller said 
the team is ready to handle the 
pressure.

“We know we’re going to get 
every team’s best shot,” Miller said. 
“We’re going to approach every 
game the same and play our best 
basketball.”

The Colonials return to action 
Wednesday at 8 p.m. when they 
visit St. Louis.

Women’s basketball earns season sweep of Dayton

Sports
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CRUNCH
Number of career wins for softball head coach Stacey Schramm, achieved 
last Friday in the Colonials’ season opener with an 8-6 win over Evansville.

WOMEN’S 
BASKETBALL
vs. St. Louis
8 p.m. • Wednesday

GW will look for its 
20th consecutive 
victory on the road 
against the Bilikens. 

MEN’S BASKETBALL
vs. VCU
2 p.m. • Saturday

Following a trip to 
Duquesne on Wednesday, 
the Colonials return home 
for a rematch against the 
� rst-place Rams.

200

ROB BARTNICHAK
HATCHET STAFF WRITER

DAN RICH I HATCHET PHOTOGRAPHER
Junior forward Jonquel Jones squares herself for a jumpshot during Sunday 
afternoon’s game against Dayton. Jones had her 14th double-double of the 
season, with 18 points and 18 rebounds. 

With new look, baseball prepares for higher expectations

Back around Halloween, 
following an in-costume 
scrimmage, the baseball team 
was surprised when the head 
coach announced a no-shaving-
until-further-notice policy.

Head coach Gregg Ritchie 
had a fairly strict clean-shave 
rule during his first two 
seasons with the Colonials. But 
after slow starts plagued the 
team both years, he decided to 
loosen things up.

The “fear the beard” tactic 
has certainly changed the team’s 
look. At a practice Saturday 
morning, one week before the 
season, the team that was one 
of the youngest in the nation 
last year looked like a bunch of 
grizzled veterans ready to grind 
out the winter’s cold.

The players scrimmaged 
each other on the newly 
dubbed Tucker Field at Barcroft 
Park, relishing a day when the 
temperature climbed above 
freezing. Players peppered 
the ball around “The Tuck” 
to fielders who answered 
with sharp throws across the 
diamond that popped into 
the cold leather mitts, the 
signature sound of April in 
mid-February.

Ritchie watched closely: A 
well-executed defensive stop 
of a safety squeeze cued him 
to tell the Colonials to run the 
play again before they finished 
jogging back into the dugout. 
During another play, he quietly 
said “mound” as one of his 
players went on a collision 
course with the pitcher ’s 
bump to catch a pop-fly. The 

player caught the ball, but not 
without eating dirt after belly-
flopping into the mound to the 
excitement of his teammates.

At the plate, Ritchie’s usual 
goal is to have his players take 
a relaxed approach to hitting.

“Here, hit with this,” 
Ritchie said to one player, 
tossing him a blue bat.

“That’s what I’ve been 
hitting with,” the player said.

“OK, then hit with this,” 
Ritchie said, tossing him a red 

bat instead.
“I was just starting to get 

hits with the blue one,” the 
player said. But Richie got the 
final word.

“Show me you can hit with 
anything,” he said.

Later on, a freshman called 
out, “Here we go. Hop, skip 
and a jump here,” from the 
dugout. Ritchie mouthed the 
expression quizzically. When 
that player was warming up 
on deck to bat an inning later, 

Ritchie asked him what it 
meant, saying he’d never heard 
the phrase.

Ritchie said it sounded 
like what happened to the 
two challenging fly balls that 
popped out of his young 
charge’s glove earlier in the 
scrimmage. Ritchie shook his 
head, grinning, as the player 
walked to the plate.

The team was having fun. 
The day before the scrimmage, 
the Colonials played laser tag. 

Freshman Robbie Metz and 
sophomore Eli Kashi won the 
competition. They call junior 
pitcher Luke Olson’s beard 
the best among the players – 
the “beard of Jesus.” They’re 
relaxed, but they talk about 
big expectations in a season 
finally about winning instead 
of rebuilding.

Omaha – that’s the goal, 
the College World Series. 
It’s a lofty one for a team 
that didn’t qualify for its 
conference championship last 
year, but the team is buying in. 
The Colonials will fly out to 
California during spring break 
to play some likely Omaha-
bound competition, including 
Long Beach State.

They say they won’t be 
nervous, though.

“[Opponents] are going to 
fear coach Ritchie’s beard,” 
redshirt-senior Craig LeJeune 
said. “That thing is pretty 
scary. I’m still intimidated by 
that.”

CAMILLE SHEETS I HATCHET STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Sophomore pitcher Brandon Ritchie practices on the mound at Barcroft Park.
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Omaha. That’s the 
goal, the College 

World Series. It’s a 
lofty one for a team 
that didn’t qualify 
for it’s conference 
championship last 
year, but the team 

is buying in.

FINAL GAMES OF THE REGULAR SEASON

Feb. 11

at 
Saint Louis

8 p.m.

Feb. 15

vs. 
St. Bonaventure

2 p.m.

Feb. 18

at 
VCU

7 p.m.

Feb. 21

vs. 
Fordham
2 p.m.

Feb. 26

at 
Richmond

7 p.m.

March 1

vs. 
George Mason

2 p.m.

$13,797 $13,410 $13,797
$12,654

$17,857

$10,765

$12,323

$9,296HHHHH
The Hatchet is looking to recruit enthusiastic, tech-savvy students for our web team.

Experience in:

• Coding • Web design • IT support

Visit join.gwhatchet.com

DAN RICH I 
HATCHET 

PHOTOGRAPHER

With a win over 
Dayton 67-56, the 

GW women’s 
basketball team 

has won 19 
straight games.
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money for anything other 
than the visit, but the nurse 
made a convincing case when 
she explained the risks of let-
ting infections lie dormant. 
She said women tend to be 
asymptomatic when it comes 
to gonorrhea and chlamydia, 
and left untreated, the infec-
tions can lead to scarring and 
infertility.

After my visit, a quick 
search on the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention 
website revealed that undiag-
nosed infections cause 24,000 
women to become infertile 
every year. One-third of re-
ported chlamydia cases occur 
in people ages 15 to 24, and 
55 percent of gonorrhea cases 
occur in the same age range.

The odds weren’t stacked 
against me, but they certainly 
weren’t pretty.

When I mentioned this 
story to friends — a group of 
wild over-sharers who ordi-
narily spare no topic of con-
versation — they fell silent. 
We all must have wondered 
who among us would be the 
first afflicted.

When I made the ap-
pointment, the woman on 
the phone told me to discuss 
my options with my physi-
cian. I remembered watching 
a brief “wear a condom” skit 
at Colonial Inauguration, but 
I couldn’t remember ever be-
ing encouraged to get tested.

The Division of Student 
Affairs has an online mod-
ule, MyStudentBody, that 
aims to improve student 
wellness. On its website, it 
says students should “feel 
free” to browse the resource, 
which has information about 

sexual health. The Colonial 
Health Center holds walk-in 
tests for HIV on Wednesday 
afternoons, and the tests are 
always free thanks to a part-
nership with the D.C. Depart-
ment of Health.

People talk about sex, 
but nobody talks about its 
potentially infectious reper-
cussions. High school health 
classes scared me into believ-
ing STIs were a nasty, wart-
ridden result of immorality. 
We’re sold the idea that red 
bumps and oozing are re-
served for dirty, irresponsible 
people.

But most sexually active 
people, even those who have 
had sex with only one person, 
will contract human papil-
lomavirus, which most often 
causes warts or benign tu-
mors. Young people will con-
tract half of all new infections, 
which means contracting an 
STI is not social deviance. It’s 
perfectly normal.

What’s more disturb-
ing than warts themselves is 
never being prescribed medi-
cation because sex partners 
of the past, present and fu-
ture could never know what 
they are passing around. 
Condoms may be an effec-
tive means of prevention, but 
many infections are transmit-
ted orally.

The CDC emphasizes the 
importance of annual screen-
ings, but for students who do 
not have a parent to call or a 
credit card to charge when 
unforeseen, potentially em-
barrassing expenses come up, 
the options are bleak.

The cost of tests at SHS 
are not unusual. STD Express 
on K Street charges $250 to 
screen for the most common 

infections. At the nearest 
Planned Parenthood, prices 
vary: A patient with STI 
symptoms could be charged 
$150 for an office visit, and a 
single HPV vaccine injection 
could cost $285.

The CDC has not official-
ly updated STI treatment rec-
ommendations since 2010. 
The draft of new guidelines 
does not list specific prices 
and only mentions that cost-
effectiveness of tests should 
be considered in determin-
ing the best course for treat-
ment.

By the time I paid for the 
visit and was heading out the 
door, I was convinced being 
screened was the respon-
sible thing to do. But then I 
thought, if I hadn’t been writ-
ing this, would I have even 
come here?

I, unfortunately, would 
have probably used the $85 
on a few nights out.
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Free condoms 
are available 

at Colonial Health 
Center, located in 

the basement 
of the Marvin 

Center. 

Getting tested: Perfectly normal but still scary

The financial costs of sexual assault

The White House es-
timates that sexual assault 
can cost a survivor between 
$87,000 and more than 
$240,000 on top of an emo-
tional toll that is difficult to 
quantify, reports say.

Most experts say rape 
will cost a survivor about 
$150,000, a total based on 
studies that also put a price 
on emotional distress and 
loss of productivity. A sexual 
assault can also come at a 
price for academic success, 
making it nearly impossible 
to fully measure the impact, 
experts say.

Bruce Kellison, a re-
searcher at the University of 
Texas at Austin who conduct-
ed a study about the financial 
impact of sexual violence, 
said because college students 
are often assaulted by people 
they know, the costs extend 
far beyond medical bills.

“You have this enormous 
and hard-to-value issue of 
lost productivity,” Kellison 
said. “Especially when you’re 
a student, that can mean anxi-
ety around continuing to take 
classes on the campus where 
you were assaulted, or the 
stress and anxiety of seeing 
your attacker.”

College students face 
costs that experts can’t quan-
tify, like the effects of having 
to drop out, Kellison said.

“If the assault leads to 
skipping class or your cam-
pus job, reduction or change 
in the value you get of the col-
lege degree, that has an eco-
nomic cost as well,” he said.

Sexual assault survi-
vors often pay out-of-pock-
et costs like counseling fees 
or medical care for cuts or 
broken limbs that occurred 
during the attack, Kellison 
said. He added that in most 
cities, like D.C., choosing 
to get a forensic medical 
exam is free, but survivors 
will need to cover other 
medical expenses.

About 81 percent of 
women and 35 percent 
of men report long-term 
mental health problems 
like post-traumatic stress 
disorder following a sexual 
assault, according a 2010 
report by the Centers for 
Disease Control.

Most survivors can re-
ceive free counseling sessions 
or contact a trained advocate 
through a local rape crisis 
center. The Network for Vic-
tim Recovery of D.C and the 
D.C. Rape Crisis Center both 
employ trained advocates 
who can support a survivor 
in the courtroom or at the 

hospital following an attack.
In the District, sur-

vivors can also call the 
D.C. Sexual Assault Nurse 
Examiner program for a 
free Uber ride to MedStar 
Washington Hospital Cen-
ter, where they can have a 
forensic medical exam.

That’s an important re-
source for college students 
who have to pay for travel-
ing from campus to a medical 
center, said Donna Greco, the 
training and technical assis-
tance director at the National 
Sexual Violence Resource 
Center.

A survivor may feel un-
safe in his or her home or 
apartment after an attack, 
and relocating could entail 
more costs.

“We often say that no 
one plans to be sexually as-
saulted, so it’s not like we’re 
moving through our world 
preparing economically or 
emotionally,” Greco said.

—Jeanine Marie contributed 
reporting.

Colleen murphy
NEWS EDITOR

From Page 1

Sexual assault can cost a survivor from

$87,000 to $240,000

Source: White 
House Report

including:
- medical and victim services
- loss of productivity
- decreased quality of life
- law enforcement resources
- unquantifiable emotional toll

GRAPHIC BY ANNA MCGARRIGLE | SENIOR DESIGNER

ChlamydiaGonorrhea

Prominence of STI infections among 15-24 year olds

56% 67%

Combined Gonorrhea and Chlamydia tests at SHS

$60 + $25 visit fee = $85

333,004 cases reported 1,401,906 cases reported

Infections 
reported among 
15-24 year olds

Source: Center for Disease Control & Student Health Services
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interested in joining 
our team? 

Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Student Health Service



I like to think that I 
use my iPhone to its full 
potential.

My phone is an alarm 
clock, notebook and map 
all comfortably packed 
into my pocket. I can get 
10 pounds of chicken nug-
gets from Costco from In-
stacart or order Chinese 
food from Seamless when 
I’m too lazy to leave my 
room.

One thing I could not 
do from my phone when 
I tried was fi nd a date 
through Tinder.

Since I’m a baseball 
fan, my (mis)adventures 
on the app are best de-
scribed as a strikeout. 
Whether you take this as 
a cautionary tale or just a 
funny story, here’s what 
happened:

Strike one: My friends 
are on Tinder

First, I didn’t account for 
fi nding my friends on Tinder 
– or them fi nding me. Almost 
immediately after creat-
ing my account, I got a text 
message from a friend who 
couldn’t believe the poorly 
set-up profi le, of which she 
took a screenshot, was really 
mine.

After a few minutes, I got 
another text. Then another, 
and another. It was a brand 
new world I was trying to 
explore through Tinder, and I 
wasn’t exploring it alone.

I didn’t know Tinder 
etiquette for fi nding your 
friends. (Do you swipe left 
or right?) It just added to my 
confusion. Strike one.

Strike two: My sister is 
apparently on Tinder

I have a twin sister 
whom I love dearly (hi, Syd). 
She goes to New York Uni-
versity, so fi nding her on Tin-
der should be a non-issue.

But on the fateful week-
end when I installed Tinder, 
my sister happened to be 
in the District for her job. I 

knew that in the back of my 
mind, but it was not some-
thing I was considering 
when I tapped the app. After 
about an hour of swiping, I 
came across someone who 
appeared to look awfully fa-

miliar to me. You guessed it 
– it was my sister.

I swiped left so quickly I 
almost dropped my phone. 
But it was too late, the damage 
had been done. I knew my sis-
ter was on Tinder. Strike two.

Strike three: I got a 
match

After a couple hours of 
on-and-off app usage, I was 
disheartened. Still no match-
es for me.

And suddenly, it hap-
pened. I got a match. I got a 
match! She was a girl from 
American University who 
seemed great. She liked su-
perhero movies. I like su-
perhero movies. She liked 
baseball, and although she 
rooted for an American 
League team, someone who 
can match my love for the 
Mets is good enough for me. 
She was also a photographer, 
and I like to pretend that I am.

So I gathered up my 
courage and ... deleted the 
app. I couldn’t think of a 
clever way to start the con-
versation. I couldn’t even 
muster a “Hi.” Strike three, 
and I headed back to the 
dugout.

I can order groceries from 
my phone, but trying to fi nd 
a date through it is over-
whelming, especially with 
Valentine’s Day this close. So 
this Feb. 14, my plan is to fi lm 
a basketball game, crack open 
a couple of beers and watch 
sports with my roommates.

But, hey, my day isn’t set 
in stone. If you don’t have 
any plans and like superhero 
movies, baseball and pho-
tography, come fi nd me. Just 
not on Tinder.

HEAD IN HEAD IN HEAD IN HEAD IN HEAD IN HEAD IN HEAD IN HEAD IN 
THE THE 
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PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY DESIREE HALPERN | CONTRIBUTING PHOTO EDITOR
For some, a match on Tinder might be a great � rst step in a potential relationship. The app is 
not for everyone, though. ''

My � nal tally was more than 
1,500 messages. Clearly, I was 

on to something.

Head in the Cloud: No match for Tinder’s curveballs

How I advertised myself on OkCupid: College student seeking crash pad

The Sex Issue playlist
EVA MARIE PALMER

ASSISTANT NEW  EDITOR 

There’s nothing more awkward than a silent room. If you’re trying to get intimate, the right 
playlist can set the mood and break tension. But if you want the guy or gal you brought home to 
hightail it out of your space, a mix of less-than-sexy beats can help show them the door.

Whether you’re trying to get it in or just get them out, use these tunes to set the mood.

It was part joke, part 
playful experiment, but 
now I had a problem: I had 
nowhere to stay.

I had booked a fl ight 
from Texas to New York 
because there was no way 
I would celebrate New 
Year’s Eve anywhere else. 
It was the night before 
Christmas when I realized 
I would be without a roof 
over my head when the ball 
dropped in Times Square.

Inspired by the web 
series, “High Maintenance,” 
I made a daring leap.

I signed up for an 
OkCupid account and 
called myself “homeless_
heidi.” My bio stated that 
I was a female student 
looking to spend New 

Year’s in the city and 
needed a place to stay. In 
exchange for a place to 
sleep, I offered to pay for 
dinner every night and 
provide a bed if he ever 
came to D.C. (the latter a 
promise I had no intention 
of keeping).

The response was 
overwhelming. The next 
morning, before I even got 
the wrapping paper off 
my gifts, I’d received over 
300 messages from eager 
young men offering me a 
place to crash, regardless 
of whether or not I paid for 
their meals.

My fi nal tally was more 
than 1,500 messages. Clearly, 
I was onto something.

After talking to a handful 
of handsome men, I began 
the virtual interrogations, 

with a little cyber-stalking on 
the side. After assessing the 
probability of murder, I settled 
on Tavi, a cute pot dealer with 
an apartment in Chelsea.

Two days later, I was 
in New York. In a taxi en 
route to Tavi’s, I received a 
text message: My host had 
changed his mind. I was 
out on the street and a panic 
attack was imminent.

I opened up Tinder and 
changed my bio to “I need 
a place to stay tonight and I 
smell great.”

After sitting in a Caffe 

Bene hopelessly swiping 
right on every doable guy 
between the ages of 18 and 
25 in New York City for 
three hours — and despite 
getting signifi cantly more 
matches than I do in the 
District — only one person 
was serious about offering 
me a place. His name 
was Andrew. He had just 
graduated from New York 
University’s Stern School of 
Business and was working 
as a consultant with IBM. 
We met up in Midtown.

I vented about my hectic 

day and he told me I was 
free to stay with him for the 
entirety of my trip. Then 
came a snag: He lived way 
up in Morningside Heights. 
I knew I could do better, so I 
kept working Tinder.

On New Year’s, I ended 
up at a party with this host 
of whom I wasn’t to fond 
and his NYU friends. I 
sipped my drink quietly in 
a corner all night.

A few days in and I was 
glad I was still working 
on a Plan B. Despite 
Andrew saying I could stay 
indefi nitely, there was some 
tension in the air. Perhaps 
he wanted some lip service 
in exchange for the blow-up 
mattress that defl ated every 
night. Who knows? We’re 
all fi ne with doing the deed 
for fashion, but going down 

on an Airbnb host is just too 
intimate.

An OKCupid match, 
Jack, had been my fi rst 
choice all along. We’d 
been talking nonstop since 
Christmas, but he wasn’t 
returning to New York until 
Jan. 5, the day I planned to 
head back to D.C.

Despite my experiences 
with Andrew and Tavi, 
I was still curious about 
Jack, so I hightailed it from 
Uptown to the last pad I’ve 
scored through a dating 
app – this time, a loft in 
Brooklyn.

Jack was well-endowed 
and got the “High 
Maintenance” reference, 
so needless to say, I ended 
up staying in the city until 
the fi rst day of the spring 
semester.

JUSTICE SPENCER
HATCHET REPORTER

Not to brag, but in the fi fth grade, I had 
six Valentines. In high school, I always had 
at least one. From freshman to junior year of 
college, I shared Feb. 14 with the same guy. 
I’ve always had someone to be mine in mid-
February. But this time around, I’ve been ren-
dered Valentine-less.

Cupid’s holiday has a dark and stormy 
side, and it looks nothing like a Hallmark 
card. I am about to experience the dreaded 
holiday, going stag for the fi rst time since 
those awkward years of middle school.

Now that the relationship goggles have 
been torn from my face, I’ve been left with a 
slew of concerns about everything for which 
Valentine’s Day stands. The following list of 
questions is in no way exhaustive:

1. Why should people who are in a rela-
tionship have a day dedicated to rubbing it in 
every single person’s face?

2. Will a restaurant turn you away if you 
want the Valentine’s Day menu special for 
two just for yourself?

3. If we continue to follow the “You must 
have a Valentine for everyone in your class” 

rule, then shouldn’t half of the country be 
in the principal’s offi ce for being incredibly 
rude?

4. Does it count if your dad sends you 
fl owers?

5. Why does the fi lm industry feel like 
it’s acceptable to release “Fifty Shades of 
Grey” on a day when the theaters will be 
full of single girls with unusually low self-
esteem?

The last question stems from a personal 
place. My roommate and I have already 
planned our night around seeing Dakota 
Johnson’s Ana Steele wooed by Jamie Dor-
nan’s Christian Grey. I am ashamed.

Yet this solo Valentine’s Day makes me 
part of an exclusive group that scoffs at love 
stories, glowers at people holding hands on 
the sidewalk and rolls eyes at rosy CVS 
displays. As a person who likes to com-
plain when given the appropriate fuel and 
forum, I’m thrilled to be a newly initiated 
member. I guess.

This year, I must accept that Valentine’s 
Day is both lovely and horrifying, exhilarat-
ing and draining. Basically, I’m just asking ev-
eryone to feel bad for me a little bit more than 
all of your other Valentine-less friends. No, 
no, that’s not what I meant to say.

What I meant was: On this Valentine’s 
Day, let’s cheer for all of those left unat-
tached. We are the people who will one day 
tell hilarious stories about chocolate cake 
and leaving “Fifty Shades of Grey” weeping. 
Let the emotional kickboxing class commence.

SliceSliceSliceSliceSliceSliceSliceSliceSliceSliceSliceSliceSliceSliceSliceSliceSliceSliceSliceof lifeSliceof lifeSliceSliceof lifeSliceSliceof lifeSliceSliceof lifeSliceSliceof lifeSliceSliceof lifeSliceSliceof lifeSliceSliceof lifeSliceSliceof lifeSliceSliceof lifeSliceSliceof lifeSliceof lifeof lifeof lifeof life

My complex relationship with Cupid

KELLY BRAND
HATCHET STAFF WRITER
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.. “Partition” - Beyoncé
“Crash Into Me” - Dave 
Matthews Band
“Ordinary People” - John 
Legend
“Skinny Love” - Birdy
“Latch” (acoustic) - Sam Smith
“XO” - John Mayer
“All of the Lights” - Kanye West
“Hold On We’re Going Home” 
- Drake
“GDFR” - Flo Rida
“Motivation” - Kelly Rowland
“Big Poppa” - Notorious B.I.G.

“Chapel of Love” - The Dixie 
Cups
“Just a Friend” - Biz Markie
“Creep” - Radiohead
“Gangnam Style” - Psy
“Let It Go” - Idina Menzel
“Someone Like You” - Adele
“Photograph” - Nickelback
“Complicated” - Avril Lavigne
“Another One Bites The Dust” 
- Queen
“Tubthumping” - 
Chumbawamba
“Yakity Sax” - Boots Randolph
“Say Goodbye” - Chris Brown...

or
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While whips and chains may not be 
part of everyone’s typical Friday nights, an 
intimate D.C. group prefers to mix pleasure 
with pain, bringing sexual fetishes to life in 
a club created by Frazier Botsford.

Botsford, the 70-year-old owner and 
operator of The Crucible, the District’s only 
private kink club, explained that his two-
room club is a space for anyone interested 
in BDSM, no matter their sexual orientation 
or gender identity.

“It’s important because you’re almost 
outcasts, and when you fi nd like-minded 
people, it’s eye-opening,” he said. “We’re 
really close to being a family. When you 
walk in, everyone says the same thing: I’m 
home.”

The club, located on M Street near 
North Capitol Street, allows any member 
to partake in alternative activities, ranging 
from dripping hot wax onto another player 
to tying someone’s hands to the ceiling to 
practice fl ogging.

The space has one large room for 
“play,” where members communally act 
out BDSM “scenes,” and includes a smaller 
room for more intimate play if so desired.

But Botsford has already begun to 
move into a new, larger location, which will 
have three private rooms. The new space’s 
main area is adorned with BDSM toys such 
as whips, ropes and handcuffs. There’s 
also seating and a wall lined with dungeon 
furniture, including bondage crosses and 
spanking benches.

Botsford, who members call Uncle Fra-
zier, has run The Crucible for nearly two 

decades. Determined to create a safe space 
for people to explore their sexual boundar-
ies and interests, he began the process of 
opening The Crucible in 1997.

The club now has 2,500 paying mem-
bers with private events held several times 
each week. While a visit to the club may not 
necessarily end in sex, members go to have 
sexual experiences with a strictly kinky dy-
namic.

Adults interested in trying out the club 
can attend a monthly Dungeon 101 event, 
led by Dungeon Monitors, who supervise 
all club activity. The monitors are trained by 
the Black Rose, a group that teaches those 
interested about power-play sex. Some 
events have a reduced cover charge if you 
can present a valid college ID.

FetLife, a social media site similar to 
Facebook with about 3 million members, 
has bolstered the BDSM community’s abil-
ity to connect with one another.

“All of [kink] is held together with un-
derlying principles of keeping everything 
safe, sane and consensual,” said Amanda 
Horne, a GW senior who uses FetLife.

Members may go alone and play with 
those they meet at the club or come with 
a partner or group, but all attendees must 
fi rst sign up for the annual $25 member-
ship. Each event has a cover charge of 
about $20. Everyone must be at least 18 
year old and agree to all Crucible rules and 
regulations.

“It’s practice and understanding ev-
erything that’s going on. The rules are very 
basic and people know what they can and 
can’t do. [The Crucible] is almost self-polic-
ing, and some of our members have been 
there for 20 years,” Botsford said. 

Editor’s note: The Hatchet’s 
“In the Buff” sex column is writ-
ten under a pseudonym. Send 
questions or comments to hatch-
etsex@gwhatchet.com

Some girls dream of the 
magical day when they will 
lose their virginity to the love 
of their life. To say that my 
fi rst experience with sex – in 
none other than GW’s fi nest, 
South Hall – was a magical 
experience would be a bit of 
a stretch.

But am I torn up about 
it? Did I sit around wallow-
ing over my less-than-perfect 
moment when I fi nally got to 
be intimate? Not for a second.

I didn’t have a serious re-
lationship in high school, and 
by the time I went to college, 
I remained a virgin. I never 
thought that having sex for 
the fi rst time had to be an im-
portant loss of my innocence.

Some time midway 
through my freshman year  
I began to feel a bit boring. I 
thought if everyone else was 
getting some, why couldn’t 
I? I realized that being in a 
relationship freshman year 
wasn’t something I particu-
larly wanted, but I wasn’t go-
ing to let that slow me down. 
If the opportunity presented 
itself, I would simply get it in 

and over with.
The night began like 

many other college freshman 
nights. I was in Thurston 
drinking Burnettes and chas-
ing with Natty Light. My club 
sports team decided to 
have a “GDub takes 
the club” night 
instead of our 
typical choice of a 
house party. And, 
oh, did I take the 
club.

I arrived at the 
lovely Eden suffi -
ciently intoxicated at about 
11 p.m. I had forgotten that 
when real people go out, they 
bring purses, and I had no-
where to put my phone, wal-
let, keys or GWorld. Natural-
ly, I turned to my guy friend 
and stuffed my valuables into 
his large pockets.

Within 10 minutes I was 
drunk and killing it on the 
dance fl oor, jamming to a re-
mix of 2012 hit songs.

Ten minutes later, I was 
making out with a random 
dude who I believed was 
named Shake, but later I was 
told his name was Shive. He 
wasn’t really my type, but 
he was nice and funny, and 
I was drunk. Nothing was a 
deal breaker.

Clearly, my dance moves 
were impressive: We made a 
swift and sneaky exit before 

the clock struck midnight.
I’m still unsure of how 

I convinced the guy check-
ing IDs at the desk to let me 
into South with no GWorld or 
driver’s license, but somehow 

I made it to his room. 
We didn’t waste 

much time. My 
freshman inno-
cence and lack of 
experience didn’t 
seem to concern 
him much. (Yes, I 

told him, or slurred 
to him, that I still had 

my v-card.)
Amid the drunk haze, I 

vividly remember him franti-
cally searching for a condom, 
and he even left the room to 
continue his search and came 
back empty handed. After 
at least fi ve long minutes 
passed, he fi nally found one.

It was painful and un-
comfortable at fi rst. I don’t re-
member it lasting very long. 

When I came out of his 
bedroom he was sitting shirt-
less on a chair, watching as 
his three roommates — who 
I could have sworn were not 
there earlier — played video 
games on the couch. I half-
waved before sprinting out of 
the room, heels in hand.

Thank God we both lived 
on F Street. I will always bare-
ly remember Shake or Shive 
or whatever his name was.
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Let’s talk about sex: An intimate dictionary
GW HATCHET STAFF

The morning-after quiz: Where to brunch post-hookup

Mostly Cs
El Centro D.F., 1218 Wisconsin Ave. NW.
You have a signi� cant other, and you’re comfortable pigging 
out in front of him or her. That’s key because this bottomless 
brunch with unlimited drinks will � ll you up and get you buzzed. 
Only go here if you actually like the person you’re sleeping with: 
To get the most for your $35, the meal should take two hours, 
and awkward silence in between rounds will get old fast.

Mostly As
GW Deli
You probably want your � rst stop to be the Deli, especially 
if you’re alone. As long as you make it there at a reasonable 
time, there’ll be a hot sandwich with your name on it. And 
take your pick of hangover cure, from coffee to Gatorade to 
a two-liter bottle of water you’ll chug in 20 minutes.

Mostly Bs
Le Pain Quotidien, 800 17th St. NW.
The casual French chain is ideal for an ambiguous rela-
tionship because you can sit down together or take your 
little sandwiches and iced teas to go. It’s close to campus 
and nobody cares how you look, so you can keep on the 
sweatpants.

If you answered:

1

CASEY
HATCHET SEX COLUMNIST

MADELYNE ASHWORTH
HATCHET REPORTER

LOSING IT IN SOUTH HALL

PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY DESIREE HALPERN | CONTRIBUTING PHOTO EDITOR
First sexual experiences are often quick, awkward and exciting. Some college students think 
that losing their virginity in college on a whim won’t lead to low self-esteem.

Where whips and chains live: 
Inside D.C’s only private kink club

2

4

5

3 6

PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY KATIE CAUSEY | HATCHET STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Handcuffs are just one of the restraints and toys available to members at The Crucible, 
D.C.’s only private kink club.

The debate of “sex vs. food” will never end. And when you have the morning-after munchies, a whole set of questions must be answered.

Take this quiz to � gure out where you and your hookup should be ordering BLTs and Bloody Marys.

How often are you hooking up?
A. Once every couple weeks, but in between 
other people.

B. Maybe once a weekend.

C. We spend most nights together, but we 
don’t always hook up.

How did you meet?
A. Over the beer pong table, I think.

B. We bummed smokes outside of Thurston.

C. We’re part of the same student 
organization.

What time do you contact each other 
at night?
A. At 1:45 a.m., on my way to grab 
mozzarella sticks from Gallery.

B. At 11:30 p.m., heading out from the 
pregame.

C. At about 5 p.m. to make dinner plans.

Have you met the roommates?
A. Only on the way out the door.

B. Yes, we wave when we run into each 
other at Gelman.

C. Yes, we watched the latest “Workaholics” 
together.

You catch a cold from your roommate. 
Your hookup...

A. ... would have no idea.

B. ... expresses sympathy via text.

C. ... brings you soup.

Your parents are visiting over the long 
weekend. Will they meet your hookup?
A. I may not even meet him or her again.

B. No, but if we ran into him or her, it wouldn’t 
be awful.

C. Yes, they already made a reservation at 
Circa.

GW HATCHET STAFF

DFMO
The act of making out with someone on the dance � oor of 
a club, wildly unaware of the people around you. Short for 
“dance � oor make-out.”

Got-laid parade
The walk back from hooking up with someone you’ve want-
ed to hook up with for a long time; the completion of a 
personal mission.

Sexcuse
A coy explanation for sleeping in a nondescript person’s 
bed. Most often occurs when one loses his or her GWorld 
card and cannot get into his or her residence hall after 1 
a.m.

Single sleepover
Missing out on action because you fell asleep. Most likely 
done while fully clothed and waiting for a text back.

Starfi sh
To spread out on a bed as you let your partner do all of the 
work. See also: snow angel.

Vex of Shame
Taking the Vern Express home after hooking up on Foggy 
Bottom.
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