
Two weeks and one day be-
fore men’s basketball’s fi nal tri-
umph in the National Invitation 
Tournament Finals Thursday, ev-
erything was going wrong. The 
team looked like it was on its way 
to blowing a nine-point lead in less 
than three minutes and exiting the 
postseason in the fi rst round of the 
NIT, which was already a disap-
pointment in itself.

The only consolation might 
have been that not many people 
were there to witness the almost-
meltdown. With students away on 
spring break, a measly 1,083 were 
reported in attendance in the Smith 
Center to watch the Colonials take 
on Hofstra and miss three consec-
utive three-point attempts down 
the stretch as the Pride scored on 

four straight possessions. It was a 
damp, humid night, and, to top it 
all off , the Metro was shut down.

With four seconds to go and 
the game tied for the fi rst time 
since the fi rst half, Alex Mitola hit a 
strange little runner off  one foot to 
win the game. You probably know 
the rest of the story: The Colonials 
turned things around and won the 
fi rst postseason championship in 
program history, beating Valparai-
so in the NIT Finals. The fans came 
back, too, and as the GW faithful 
trailed deliriously out of Madison 
Square Garden Thursday night, 
they looked up to see the Empire 
State Building lit up in Buff  and 
Blue.

“I can’t lie,” senior forward 
Kevin Larsen said. “Before we 
played Hofstra we were all like, 
‘Do we really want to go into this?’ 
And all of us were like, ‘Yeah, let’s 

win this thing.’ I can’t lie, I’m get-
ting a little bit old now so my knees 
and my back have been hurting a 
little bit, but it was all worth it. It 
was amazing.”

Re-energized, refocused
Let’s win this thing. That’s 

what the Colonials decided to 
do, and, suddenly, it seemed they 
got their mojo back. Some teams, 
including St. Bonaventure which 
seemed like a good candidate to 
make the NCAA tournament, 
folded quickly in the fi rst round, 
perhaps bogged down in disap-
pointment. The Colonials still 
seemed hungry to survive and 
advance.

“We got through that Hofstra 
game. They are a great team, and 
once Alex hit that shot to win, I 
think we were re-energized, refo-
cused, and we just knew we had a 

mission to accomplish,” junior for-
ward Tyler Cavanaugh said after 
the San Diego State win.

A friend of head coach Mike 
Lonergan’s had sent him a net in 
the mail during the season, and it 
became a good luck charm, stay-
ing in the locker room for Loner-
gan and the team to touch before 
every game. Now, Lonergan says, 
he can send that net back to his 
friend – he’s got a new one.

A little luck can’t hurt, but 
where the Colonials really started 
performing better was on defense. 
Their late-season slide included 
performances against Richmond, 
Saint Joseph’s and Davidson, 
where opponents shot 55 percent 
or better from the fi eld.

When sophomore guard 
Yuta Watanabe held Monmouth 
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Admit rate 
falls after 
10-year high

Despite a drop in GW’s ac-
ceptance rate for the Class of 
2020, experts say it’s unclear if 
the University was more selec-
tive in its admissions decisions 
this year.

GW accepted 39.5 percent 
of undergraduate applicants for 
its incoming freshman class – a 
5.5 percent drop from last year’s 
10-year-high acceptance rate. 
Experts said that though GW 
did accept a smaller percent-
age of applicants this year, that 
decrease is nominal because the 
number of applicants they could 
choose from was much larger 
than in 2015.

The number of applications 
surged by 28 percent this year, 
and GW admitted about 1,000 
more students this year than in 
2015, part of an eff ort to slightly 
increase the size of the freshman 
class. A school’s admit rate is 
part of a series of strategic deci-
sions offi  cials make as they try 
to predict how many of those 
students will actually enroll – a 
lower-than-expected enrollment 
could mean a drop in revenue, 
but a higher-than-expected en-
rollment could stretch resources 
thin.

Offi  cials planned for a slight-
ly larger freshman class this aca-
demic year to make up for a rev-
enue shortfall and enrolled 2,574 
students. GW relies on tuition for 
75 percent of its revenue, mean-
ing enrolling the right number of 
students is critical for its bottom 
line.

This is also the fi rst class of 

How Action Bronson became the biggest name on campus

Over the last week, Action 
Bronson has become the biggest 
name on campus.

A week ago, Bronson, a rapper 
from Queens, was set to headline 
Spring Fling – but by Thursday, 
he was out. What happened in be-
tween was a torrent of conversa-
tion about GW’s campus climate, 
with some saying Bronson’s lyrics 
condone rape and are insensitive to 

sexual assault survivors, and oth-
ers arguing that students are too 
sensitive and are inhibiting artistic 
freedom.

Program Board, which selects 
the performers for Fall Fest and 
Spring Fling each year, initially 
stood by their decision to invite 
Bronson, saying they do not neces-
sarily condone lyrics in his songs. 
But instead of quelling concerns, 
the statement only seemed to ignite 
them: By Monday night, a petition 
was created in favor of removing 

Bronson, and online battles played 
out on the popular Facebook group, 
Overheard at GW.

Ultimately, Program Board’s 
chair said it was advice passed 
along to him from University Presi-
dent Steven Knapp that caused 
them to reverse course.

Program Board Chair Seth 
Gold said Knapp discussed how 
his decision to revoke comedian Bill 
Cosby’s honorary degree last Janu-
ary was motivated by his discus-
sions with sexual assault survivors.

“I was struck by this answer 
and decided that the impact that 
Bronson’s performance would 
have on survivors and other mar-
ginalized students was more im-
portant than having him perform,” 
Gold said in an email.

Gold added that Program 
Board met with offi  cials early last 
week to discuss the controversy, 
and felt pressure to cut Bronson 
from the setlist. On Thursday, 
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GW may 
not replace 
vet affairs 
offi cial

GW’s highest-ranking veteran af-
fairs offi  cial is leaving, and it seems 
unlikely that he will be replaced.

Student veterans are concerned 
about the future of their programs 
after the University announced 
Wednesday that Mel Williams, the 
associate provost for military and 
veteran aff airs, will leave his role this 
month. Student veterans said losing 
a respected leader like Williams is a 
major blow, and their programs could 
suff er without someone advocating 
for them at the highest level.

During his three years at GW, 
Williams was the driving force be-
hind establishing GW Veterans Ac-
celerate Learning Opportunities and 
Rewards, the initiative that coordi-
nates all military and veteran service 
offi  ces. Over the last several years, 
offi  cials have prioritized support for 
student veterans, bringing in veteran 
counselors and career advisers and 
creating a veteran-specifi c orienta-
tion.

Williams said in an email that he 
has enjoyed watching the success of 
VALOR students, and that he looks 
forward to the challenges of his new 
role as chief of staff  for fi nance, opera-
tions and administration at the Uni-
versity of California, Davis.

“This has been an absolute privi-
lege for me,” Williams said. “I am 
confi dent GW will continue its un-
wavering support for student mili-
tary members, veterans and their 
families.”

Interim Provost Forrest 
Maltzman declined to say whether 
there are any plans to fi ll Williams’ 
position. GW’s announcement last 
week also did not reference any plan 
to search for a replacement.

Maltzman said that after Wil-
liams’ departure, students will be able 
to access all VALOR services through 
existing staff , who are working along 
with the provost’s offi  ce – a statement 
that repeated the exact wording from 
the original release.

“We do not have any other 
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A team and a school unite in a championship

DAN RICH | CONTRIBUTING PHOTO EDITOR
Graduate student Alex Mitola and seniors Joe McDonald and Patricio Garino embrace after GW’s NIT championship victory over Valparaiso 
Thursday. The Colonials defeated the Crusaders 76–60 to become the winningest team in program history.
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CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT: Rapper GoldLink performs at Spring Fling; Students attend the “Spring Bling” event; Rapper Action Bronson performs; 
Ciaran Lithgow, the president of Allied in Pride helped lead Saturday’s “Spring Bling” event.
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If bowling and curling 
had a baby, you’d get bocce 
– a fun game with historic 
roots that you’ll probably 
disregard entirely when 
you are enjoying the game 
at Black Jack’s happy hour. 
Combine its indoor bocce 
court with reasonable drink 
prices and a friendly staff , 
and you’re sure to have a 
great night out.

Read up on the game 
beforehand too, if you want 
to impress your friends. 
Supposedly, Roman sol-
diers played it with small 
rocks during brief respites 
between the violent battles 
of their bloody conquests. 
That could be a useful fact 
for Tonic trivia night, but go 
here fi rst.

It’s hard to ignore 
Black Jack’s elaborate de-
cor: Ruby velvet curtains 
hang over the impressively 
stocked bar, with a vintage 
movie projected onto the 
brick wall behind it. In the 
back, a massive bull’s head 
looms overhead the court. 
The venue’s fancy inte-
rior could appear like an 
exclusive, members- only 
club, but its great deals 
on drinks during happy 
hour – half -off  on all drafts, 
meaning one of its unique 
amber lagers would only 
cost $2.50 – ensure this bar 
is for anyone.

Make sure you try the 
Union Craft Snow Pants 
Oatmeal Stout with its deep 
and roasted fl avors for only 
$4 during happy hour. It’s a 
heavy, gourmet treat for the 
price of a Yuengling.

Accompany your drink 
with pizza or a pound of 
fresh oysters, all half-price 
as part of the evening deal. 
Then order a crisp and cit-
rusy Caboose Sidetrack 
Saison for $3 as a fruity way 
to top it all off . It’s brewed 
locally in Vienna, Va. too, 
though it’s indulgent 
enough to be imported 
from the real Vienna.

And while you’re en-
joying all the cheap drinks 
and good food, don’t forget 
to treat yourself to what 
makes the place stand out 
the most: a round of bocce. 
Its indoor “stadium” is also 
complete with spectator 
seating, so if you’d rather 
not participate yourself, 
you can at least sip your 
drink while watching yup-
pie strangers play the an-
cient pastime.

BRANDON LEE 
COPY EDITOR

If you want to 
get inked and stay in 
Northwest, there’s only 
one tattoo parlor worth 
visiting.

Fatty’s Tattoos & 
Piercings is famous for 
its top-notch customer 
service, body art, jew-
elry selection and ster-
ile needles. The clean 
and well-lit tattoo joint 
has been doing business 
in the District for more 
than two decades.

The closest Fatty’s 
location is in Dupont 
Circle between night 
club Kabin and Italian 
restaurant Otello. Psy-
chedelic fantasy char-
acters and depictions of 

Ganesha decorate the 
parlor’s yellow walls, 
and customers can wait 
in comfortable black 
leather chairs. You will 
get pierced or inked 
in one of a few smaller 
rooms.

You may even have 
a celebrity sighting 
while you’re waiting to 
get inked. D.C. Council 
member and GW Law 
School professor Mary 
Cheh received a District 
flag on her ankle from 
the H Street Fatty’s lo-
cation earlier this year.

Most piercings cost 
$50 plus the price of 
jewelry. The cost of tat-
toos ranges from $70 
for simple pieces to 
$175 per hour for tat-
toos that take hours to 

draw. Though its prices 
are a little steep com-
pared to joints outside 
of D.C., Fatty’s is un-
doubtedly the cleanest 
store around, and all of 
its jewelry is approved 
by the American Society 
for Testing and Materi-
als. They accept credit 
cards but prefer cash.

Fatty’s accepts walk-
ins from 12:30 p.m. to 8 
p.m. every day, but they 
recommend appoint-
ments for intricate or 
large tattoos.

JEANINE MARIE
STAFF WRITER

KIANA ROBERTSON | HATCHET STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

ELIZABETH LANE | HATCHET PHOTOGRAPHER

Whether driven by 
thriftiness or curiosity, 
you won’t regret a visit to 
Carpe Librum.

Instead of hitting up 
a crowded store like Poli-
tics & Prose, come here 
to browse books in this 
bare-bones space. It may 
not be brimming with 
armchairs, but you’ll find 
books on just about ev-
erything – from history 
and politics to sci-fi and 

thrillers, and even inex-
pensive textbooks and 
reference materials. You 
can also purchase donat-
ed art.

Sitting only a block 
and a half from the Far-
ragut West Metro station, 
Carpe Librum is not just a 
used bookstore, but a sort 
of Goodwill for books – 
selling donated books at 
low cost to raise money 
for Turning the Page, a 
D.C. charity that supports 
childhood education and 
literacy.

The bookstore is 

staffed mainly by volun-
teers and sells books, CDs 
and DVDs all for less than 
$4.

So while you may 
not find the popular 
book you’re looking for 
here – the selection is 
rather hit-or-miss, with 
mainly older books – 
you should come to 
expect the unexpected. 
Who knows? At this 
unique bookstore, you 
might just find your 
new favorite novel.

LAUREN GOMEZ
HATCHET REPORTER

If you’ve lived in D.C. 
for long, you know ramen 
is no longer just a cube 
of crunchy noodles that 
you mix with a seasoning 
packet.

But of all the ramen 
joints in the city, Sakura-
men in Adams Morgan 
truly reigns supreme. This 
cozy venue is the perfect 
place for a date, a win-
ter warmup or a relaxing 
night with friends – just 
be prepared to talk loudly 
over the eclectic playlist.

If you’re hoping for 
fussy appetizers or cock-
tails that would fit in a 
Sex and the City scene, 
you won’t find them here. 
Ramen is king at Sakura-

men, and we’re all better 
for it. Pick between seven 
delectable, and slightly 
different, versions. For 
$13, the chosun is a fill-
ing and savory option – 
it’s salty and piled with 
slices of ribeye. The broth 
is a deep brown, and is al-
most more delicious than 
the combination of scal-
lions, spicy kimchi, soft 
boiled egg and noodles. 
The spicy miso, with corn 
and scallions, will cer-
tainly open your sinuses. 
Be sure to ask the waiter 
how spicy they’d suggest 
making it.

Before you dive head-
first into noodle bliss, get 
the bulgogi buns for $8. 
The moist bulgogi beef is 
topped with zesty pep-
pered scallions and but-

tery lettuce. Enveloped in 
a soft, chewy bun, they’re 
the best buns in the city. 
If you still have room af-
ter your meal, order the 
green tea mochi. Served 
on a skewer, these tiny, 
velvety balls of rice paste 
melt in your mouth.

Just come prepared to 
wait awhile. Sakuramen 
recently added a second 
floor, but it’s packed ev-
ery night, especially after 
7 p.m. Don’t worry too 
much though – the man-
ager remembers faces and 
rewards frequent custom-
ers. If the weather looks 
questionable, bring an 
umbrella to wait outside 
and people watch on 18th 
Street.
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What sets associate profes-
sor of political science Danny 
Hayes apart from all of the oth-
er politics professors at GW?

First, he’s a three-time 
winner in the best professor 
category. He’s also quite well-
known on campus for his en-
gaging lectures – and his chili 
pepper rating on RateMy-
Professor. Whether you’re a 
political science major or just 
fi lling a G-PAC requirement, 
Hayes’s classes are always 
compelling and fi lled with his 
nerdy dad jokes.

But Hayes says his enthu-
siasm for the subject sets him 
apart. Well, that and his affi  n-
ity for explaining the Consti-
tution by way of tic-tac-toe 
and public policy by way of 
rap songs.

“Presenting things in 
ways that are unusual that 
students haven’t thought 
about before is one way to 
get them to stick, so I try to 
do that as much as possible,” 
Hayes said.

You’ll likely come away 
from his class never forget-
ting the way public opinion 
infl uences public policy once 
you see Hayes’ dance moves 

to “Stand Up” by Ludacris. 
You’ll probably never listen to 
the refrain of “When I move, 
you move” the same way 
again, but it’s worth it.

A former journalist, 
Hayes studies how the media 
and politicians infl uence the 
public. Hayes, who is also a 
contributor to The Washing-
ton Post’s “Monkey Cage” 
blog, said he likes to “make 
it clear that I’m happy the be 
there” for students.

“They believe that I care 
about what I’m teaching,” 
Hayes said. “I think that helps 
students stay engaged in 
class.”

GRACE GANNON
CULTURE EDITOR

This year, we made a lot 
of our own picks for Best of 
Northwest. But for the most 
important category of all, 
we turned to the voice of the 
people.

In our most competitive 
category, the best dog on 
campus, there are no losers. 
Truly all campus dogs are 
good dogs. But Trooper – the 
10-week-old pup who hangs 
around FoBoGro – is this 
campus’ best dog.

FoBoGro owner and 
alumnus Kris Hart rescued 

the black lab-retriever mix 
from a kill shelter in Virginia. 
Hart, who also owns Jade – 
one of the other best dog fi -
nalists – said he wasn’t plan-
ning on getting another dog, 
but knew he needed to rescue 
Trooper.

“They were going to put 
him down, and I said, ‘No 
way,’” Hart said.

In his few short weeks on 
campus, Trooper has already 
become a campus icon. He 
beat out the establishment 
picks for best campus dog: 
University President Steven 
Knapp’s Ruffl  es and Dean of 
Student Aff airs Peter Konw-
erski’s dogs Tux and Belles. 

And he already has his own 
Facebook page.

“I walk down the street 
and more people know 
Trooper’s name than mine, 
and I’ve been here 17 years,” 
Hart said.

And how exactly did 
Trooper get his famous 
name? Hart and his freshman 
year roommate used “troop-
er” as a code word when they 
needed to ask each other for 
a little privacy when having 
special guests over. A friend 
suggested the name to Hart, 
and it stuck.

Who’s a good dog? You 
are, Trooper. You are.

ZACH MONTELLARO
MANAGING EDITOR
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You might not know it, 
but there’s a potential top 
draft pick on campus.

Jonquel Jones, a senior 
forward on the women’s bas-
ketball team, is projected to 
go high in the fi rst round. 

The 6-foot-6-inch pros-
pect has been a powerhouse 
for the Colonials since she 
transferred from Clemson in 
2013. Though she sat out the 
fi rst half of her sophomore 
season under NCAA trans-
fer rules, Jones ranks third 
all-time among GW play-
ers in rebounds (961), fourth 
in scoring (15.4 points per 
game), fi fth in blocks (177) 
and 23rd in points (1,171).

She was the only player 
in the Atlantic 10 to average 
a double-double for the third 
straight season, leading the 
Colonials to a second-straight 
A-10 Championship and 
NCAA tournament appear-
ance despite missing time 
due to a shoulder injury. The 
Freeport, Bahamas native 
led the nation in rebounding 
(14.6 rebounds per game) 
this season where, for the 
second time, she was named 
an honorable mention All-
American.

If there’s been a face of 
the GW men’s basketball 
team over the past four 
years, it’s been Joe McDon-
ald – and he’s your pick for 
best male athlete.

Since the point guard 
joined the Buff  and Blue 
from nearby Lorton, Va., 
he’s racked up more than 
1,000 points for the Colo-
nials. A tenacious rebound-
er who can play both guard 
spots, McDonald ranks 
sixth on GW’s career as-
sists list with 443 and sixth 
in steals with 171. McDon-
ald has battled through eye 
and hip injuries and still 
played 133 games as a Co-
lonial.

His fi nal game, GW’s 
NIT championship win 
Thursday against Val-
paraiso, was a vintage 
McDonald performance: 
13 points, eight rebounds, 
four assists, no turnovers 
and one steal. His court vi-
sion and toughness were 
on full display. McDonald 
averaged 8.8 points and 5.4 
rebounds per game as a se-
nior, leading the team with 
110 assists.

NORA PRINCIOTTI
SPORTS EDITOR
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STAFF EDITORIAL

This is the first in a two-part staff 
editorial series about the future of GW.

A diverse applicant pool
Twenty years from now, the 

newly admitted Class of 2020 will 
have already left their mark at GW. 
When they applied last fall, they 
were the first applicants that didn’t 
have to send in their SAT or ACT 
scores. And over the next 20 years, 
they won’t be the last.

When GW went test-optional 
last summer, experts questioned 
whether this was the right way to 
bring in more minority and low-in-
come students – something we ex-
pect GW will continue to prioritize. 
In fact, some said that by becoming 
test-optional, GW would simply 
be able to bring in more applicants 
and lower their acceptance rate. It 
worked.

This year, GW accepted 39.5 
percent of applicants – the low-
est acceptance rate in two years. 
But staying test-optional isn’t the 
only admissions prediction we can 
make. As GW continues to try and 
diversify its student population, we 
should also consider the Universi-
ty’s pledge to double the number of 
international students on campus 
by 2022.

Between 2006 and 2014 the 
University’s international popula-
tion more than doubled, according 
to The Chronicle of Higher Educa-
tion. And Karin Fischer, a senior 
reporter at The Chronicle, said that 
GW’s goal seems feasible. In fact, 
20 years from now, GW will likely 
exceed that goal.

But Fischer said that because so 
many of the international students 
in the U.S. are from China, adding 

more international students does 
not necessarily mean a school is 
more diverse than before. 

Two decades from now, admis-
sions at GW will probably be more 
diverse, but it likely won’t be be-
cause of its test-optional policy. In-
stead, it will stem from an increase 
in international students – a strate-
gic move on the University’s part.

Building a global brand
We all know that GW’s brand-

ing is hyper-focused on its location. 
For years, campus has been covered 
in posters that read, “Here, a stroke 
of genius can become a stroke of 
the president’s pen,” or, “Whether 
on campus or in the White House, 
four years can change the course of 
history.” 

If you think about it, that all 
makes sense. The edge that GW has 
over its peer schools is its location – 
right in the heart of D.C. It’s smart 
to play up GW’s relationship with 
D.C. politics, and it’s likely some-
thing the University will continue.

But over the next 20 years, 
something will have to change if 
GW wants to maintain its cutting-
edge marketing machine. 

Since GW has already refined 
its brand – as a school in the na-
tion’s capital with many opportu-
nities for internships – it will have 
to continue to find creative ways to 
market itself. Given its focus on at-
tracting international students, it’s 
reasonable to believe that in two 
decades, the University will market 
itself to the world as an internation-
al melting pot in the political heart 
of the United States. Rather than 
talking about students who want 
to be press secretary, maybe they’ll 

talk about students being heads of 
state.

Not only would a campaign 
like this attract diverse students, 
but it will specialize GW’s brand 
even further. It allows the school’s 
marketing to stay focused on the 
city, its main strength, while build-
ing its reputation as an academic 
hub for students all over the world. 

We can also assume that GW’s 
future marketing campaigns will 

be based on social media outreach 
– and probably on platforms that 
have yet to be invented. And yes 
– we’re guessing that even in 2035, 
#OnlyatGW will still be around.

Attractive student services
Many aspects of life at GW 

fall under the umbrella of student 
services – everything from what 
exercise classes are offered at the 
Lerner Health and Wellness Center 
to how quickly FixIT responds to a 
problem. Since these areas impact 
students the most in their daily 
lives and could impress prospec-
tive students, it makes sense for 
GW to continue making these sur-
face-level improvements in order to 

compete.
For example, arguably one of 

the most important parts of any 
campus tour is a stop at the library. 
Within the next two decades, we 
predict (and hope) that Gelman 
Library will get a much-needed 
facelift. And hard as it may be to 
believe, perhaps there won’t even 
be space for stacks in a Gelman of 
the future, since most students will 
be using eBooks and digitized texts.

Smaller changes – like adding 
Wi-Fi to the Vern Express, con-
stantly upgrading equipment in 
the gym and giving students more 
attractive spaces to hang out – are 
even more likely. But we all know 
that student life goes far beyond 
technology and a pretty campus. 
In order to create a community that 
stands up to the competition pre-
sented by other universities, future 
administrators will have to think 
more like students.

It’s possible that 20 years from 
now, more GW officials will be 
communicating on social media 
with students – like Dean of Stu-
dent Affairs Peter Konwerski does 
now. And even more services, like 
career coaching or peer counsel-
ing services, may be automated on 
platforms that don’t even exist yet.

More competitive housing
It’s a complicated time for 

housing at GW. Campus is 
cramped, a new residence hall is set 
to open and many rising juniors are 
unhappy that they’re being forced 
to live on campus next year. Sadly, 
a lot of these issues may still exist 
in 20 years.

Meanwhile, other schools are 
doing everything they can to attract 

students with innovative housing 
options. Some schools are building 
entire residential neighborhoods 
for students in an attempt to cre-
ate more cohesive communities. 
Others are focused on emphasizing 
living-learning communities and 
affinity housing.

It’s probably impossible for 
GW to build brand new residence 
halls once District House opens, 
mostly because it doesn’t have the 
space. Over the next 20 years, we 
can probably expect some major 
renovations to certain residence 
halls – but nothing new will likely 
be popping up on campus because 
the University is restricted by its 
campus plan. Instead, GW will 
have to find other ways to compete. 

What’s most likely is that the 
University will build on its existing 
structures for affinity housing op-
tions, like those that will be avail-
able in District House. 

If GW is to focus on living-
learning communities, it won’t 
be thinking about building apart-
ments, Blattner said. Instead, it will 
have to focus on “more community 
living space” that will encourage 
interaction between students, he 
said.

We know officials are commit-
ted to boosting GW’s retention rate, 
and an expanded system of living-
learning communities would be 
particularly beneficial for students, 
many of whom often complain that 
campus lacks a community. Giving 
students smaller communities of 
their own might make many feel 
more at home, and when paired 
with attractive residence hall op-
tions, could keep GW on track with 
other schools.

Not your average progressive thinkpiece
I am progressive.

I am pro-choice. I believe 
that #BlackLivesMatter. I sup-

port LGBT people’s right to live 
their lives as themselves, free of re-
strictions on their bodies or minds. 
I am in support of nearly every pol-
icy and practice that would reduce 
poverty, provide more resources to 
marginalized groups and promote 
equity and justice.

But during the last year, I’ve 
been having a crisis of faith in this 
identity. It’s not that I find myself 
less progressive than I used to be – 
it’s that I find the so-called progres-
sive movement on college campuses 
to be less reflective of what I thought 
it was. When I decided to call myself 
a progressive, it was because that 
label embodied empathy, care and 
concern. To be a progressive meant 
to be a fighter for justice, for all.

But now, the empathy we once 
prided ourselves on has been re-
placed with indignation. Listen-
ing replaced with silencing. Action 
replaced with reaction. Love and 
openness replaced with hate and 
exclusivity.

Suddenly, the movement I loved 

had become one that I didn’t recog-
nize. The movement became exclu-
sive – only accepting those willing 
to criticize other progressives and 

those with abundant time, money 
and energy to dedicate to the cause.

I’ve been concerned about this 
for a while – for a few years, in fact. 
While last week’s controversy sur-
rounding Spring Fling didn’t inspire 
these sentiments, it’s still relevant. I 
personally agreed with the decision 
to cancel Action Bronson, but the 
controversy ignored the very real 
problems in campus activism: Pro-
gressive ideology seems to now cen-
ter on infighting and nastiness, and 
it is pushing out those who do not 
meet a narrow definition of what it 
means to be a progressive.

Most distressingly, I’ve seen this 
trend creep onto our own campus, 
threatening our progress and divid-
ing our student body. I have seen 

students boycott and attack Jewish 
student groups for having any re-
lationship with the state of Israel. I 
have seen student journalists and 
writers personally attacked and 
shamed online for expressing opin-
ions that did not meet a narrow pro-
gressive view of the world. I have 
seen other students talk in whispers 
and behind closed doors, creating 
cliques and spreading gossip over 
the most minor of transgressions. 
This is not progressive.

In a way, this sort of progres-
sivism has become a means not 
to better the lives of others, but to 
prove one’s own credentials. Those 
who are ignorant or who make mis-
takes are not educated or forgiven 
– they’re thrown to the wolves. 
Real advocacy has been replaced 
with a competition over who in the 
progressive movement is the most 
marginalized and the most morally 
superior.

More than all else, it grew im-
possible to accept how exclusive this 
movement has become. Progressive 
politics is now about “who shows 
up.” This seems like a good philoso-
phy on its face, but those who have 

the time and energy to show up to 
every coalition meeting likely don’t 
have to work three jobs to pay their 
tuition and rent, like I have. 

When people do not show up, 
their commitment to the cause is 
often questioned and disparaged. 
In multiple settings, I have seen 
individuals’ opinions or knowl-
edge questioned because they can-
not dedicate their lives to campus 
activism. Campus activists isolate 
themselves so much by becoming 
the gatekeepers to their coalitions 
and organizations. The effect is a 
very real and very desperate lack of 
diversity of experience and opinion 
in a movement that ought to value 
these ideals.

There are so many new pro-
gressives who are committing their 
work and their lives to making a dif-
ference. But I worry about the future 
of the movement as a loud minority 
defined by indignation threatens to 
take it over. Today, the biggest threat 
to marginalized groups is a resur-
gence of the radical right that could 
negatively impact our government 
and nation. But instead of focusing 
on these forces, progressive ideol-

ogy has 
led to 
intense 
c r i t i -
cism of 
even the 
most radi-
cal members 
of our own movement.

In a world where black people 
continue to be targeted by law en-
forcement, transgender people are 
often unable to even use the bath-
room without fearing for their safety 
and college has become too expen-
sive for most, it’s unconscionable to 
me that some think the best use of 
our time is to police the minor trans-
gressions of our friends and allies.

Despite all of this, I still plan 
to be progressive long into the fu-
ture. With the work that needs to 
be done, I refuse to be hindered by 
infighting. Instead, I’ll forge ahead 
on the path of understanding and 
empathy. I hope to see some people 
joining me – complete with their 
mistakes, faults and lessons learned.

—Jonah Lewis, a senior double-
majoring in political science and 

sociology, is a Hatchet columnist.

When planning your study abroad, consider going for a year
Just a few months ago, the entire 

spring semester was ahead of 
me. In the fall, I had been accept-

ed to study abroad at the National 
University of Singapore – and in 
January, I left for Singapore. Once I 
got there, I joined some clubs and or-
ganizations, lost track of how many 
local and international students I 
met and planned a dozen trips with 
fellow exchangers.

Now, there’s one month left of 
class. Although I think I’ve expe-
rienced my exchange program to 
the fullest so far, I’m beginning to 
understand that one semester is not 
enough time. Students getting ready 
to make their study abroad plans 
should strongly consider choosing a 
yearlong program. You’ll be glad to 
have that extra time.

People assume that students 
who study abroad aren’t engaged 

on their temporary campus, spend 
a substantial portion of time travel-
ing elsewhere and mainly spend 
time with other exchange students. I 
myself fall victim to several of these 
generalizations.

But these cliches exist mainly 
because our time abroad is often so 
short. When students go abroad for 
just one semester, they maximize 
their time by traveling, partying 
and sightseeing. If students spent 
a year in a different country, they 
would have more time to become 
involved in on-campus activities, 
meet locals and better integrate 
themselves into the culture. When 
students are abroad for just a short 
time, they share few things in com-
mon with local students besides 
class lectures.

Of course, this phenomenon 
isn’t an absolute. But choosing to 

study abroad for an academic year 
compared to one semester would 
help students abroad immerse 
themselves in their new school and 
culture. Local students could benefit 
too, since they would have more 
incentive to connect with and learn 
from visiting students.

Unfortunately, I won’t have the 
time to do everything I had hoped 
to do on my program in Singapore. 
Now that my exchange is coming 
to an end, I realize that I won’t have 
enough time to try bungee jumping 
in Macau, hiking in Borneo or visit-
ing the Tiger Brewery in Singapore.

By focusing on seeing as much 
as possible in a short time, exchange 
students may struggle to build a 
daily routine. A year abroad would 
let students better understand the 
way of life in their new country and 
help them feel more at home. Be-
cause my semester is over so soon, 
it feels like it will end just as I finally 
feel comfortable.I realize many stu-
dents may limit their study abroad 
to one semester to save money, en-
sure they can complete necessary 
courses or have time to take an in-
ternship. Other students may fear 
missing out on campus life. But my 
experience has left me wishing I had 
chosen a yearlong program anyway.

Many students put a lot of em-
phasis on the traveling component 
of their study abroad program, like 
I did. Traveling as an exchange stu-
dent is one of the most rewarding ex-

periences because it’s simple to find 
others eager to join you, it’s conve-
nient and it can be done cheaply. But 
while that may be fun, there’s much 
more to an exchange program than 
tourism – and traveling too much 
keeps students away from their host 
schools and students.

One great advantage of study-
ing abroad – compared to generic 
tourism – is the intellectual open-
ness of students and faculty and 
the ability to share deep and well-
formed ideas. But studying abroad 
for just one semester can prevent 
you from fully recognizing those 
benefits – and stepping out of your 
comfort zone just a little bit longer 
can fix that.

—Felipe Chiriboga, a junior 
double majoring in economics and 
philosophy, is a Hatchet opinions 

writer.
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The future of GW: What the University could look like in 2036

No one can predict 
the future, but we 
decided to explore 
what GW will look 

like long after we’ve 
graduated. 



Seven Student Association sena-
tors were suspended last month for 
missing too many meetings.

All seven senators failed to at-
tend at least 40 percent of SA meet-
ings, SA Executive Vice President 
Thomas Falcigno said – meaning 
they can be suspended according to 
SA bylaws. That is the largest group 
of senators to be simultaneously 
suspended in recent years, and 
marks the first time the attendance 
policy has been seriously enforced 
since 2009.

Attendance has been a major 
priority for Falcigno, who warned 
senators when he was sworn in 
three weeks ago that they would be 
removed from the SA if they were 
chronically absent from meetings.

At the Student Association de-
bate last month, Falcigno said sena-
tors should “do work or get out.” 
He said last week that suspending 
the senators was his first task after 
assuming the role of EVP.

“I was very serious about trying 
to make sure that people who don’t 
show up to meetings don’t get to 
serve,” he said.

The suspended senators were 
barred from the March 21 SA meet-
ing. Falcigno said they can apply 
for reinstatement, otherwise they 
would have to vacate their seats un-
til next year’s senate is sworn in.

Two of the suspended sena-
tors, Rohan Bhargava, ESIA-U, 

and Rumzee Kulath, SoB-G, have 
already resigned from the SA, Fal-
cigno said. A third, Jeffrey Robin, 
Law-G, said in an email he wouldn’t 
apply for reinstatement.

All but one of the suspended 
senators are graduate students. 
Graduate senators said the nature 

of their studies often prevents them 
from being able to attend meetings, 
and Robin said “so little of the leg-
islation considered by the senate 
directly affects graduate students.”

Sen. Brandon Bernier, SEAS-G, 
said in an email that there is “room 
for more graduate involvement.” 
He describes himself as “not the 
typical grad student” because this is 
his sixth year at GW.

“I have become more invested 
in what happens at GW the longer 
I have been here,” he said.

He also said that it’s difficult for 
most graduate students, who only 
attend GW for two years, to find 
their way to the SA. Involvement in 
elections would be the first step to 
more participation, Bernier said.

Still, Falcigno said he wasn’t in-
terested in senators who were “tak-
ing up space while there are others 
who want to serve.”

He said he would continue en-
forcing the senate’s attendance rules 
next year. 

“It’s not that hard. Forty percent 
of meetings, you can miss. That’s a 
lot of meetings,” Falcigno said.

At least two of the suspended 
senators – Kevin Nadai, CPS-G, and 
Brandon Brown, GSEHD-G – said 

they will apply for reinstatement. 
Three suspended senators did not 
return requests for comment.

Nadai said his suspicion no-
tice “came without warning” and 
“seems to be much ado about noth-
ing.” Nadai is a distance student 
based in Michigan and the only rep-
resentative for the College of Profes-
sional Studies. He works full-time 
in addition to his graduate studies 
meaning he can’t attend meetings.

Nadai said in the past he has 
worked with other senators over 
phone and email, and voted via 
proxy. He has arranged to appear 
remotely or have a statement read 
aloud at Monday’s SA Senate meet-
ing.

“Perhaps Thomas ‘The Ham-
mer’ Falcigno does not deserve this 
nickname after all,” Nadai said.

At his reinstatement hear-
ing, Nadai plans on arguing three 
points: CPS deserves representa-
tion throughout the entire term, a 
suspension serves no purpose this 
close to the end of a term and dis-
tance students should have different 
attendance requirements.

“If that’s all my suspension ac-
complishes, I will consider it a suc-
cessful failure,” he said.
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Officials hope Booker keeps audience ‘engaged’ at Commencement

Graduating seniors 
might want to perfect their 
selfie poses.

The University an-
nounced this year’s Com-
mencement speaker, Sen. 
Cory Booker, D-N.J., using 
the GW Snapchat account 
last week. Experts said 
choosing the senator – who 
is well-known for his social 
media presence – could help 
graduates and their families 
become more engaged with 
Commencement.

In just the past week, 
Booker has tweeted and in-
teracted with GW students 
celebrating or critiquing 
his selection as the keynote 
speaker. He has also used 
Twitter and Snapchat to con-
nect with constituents, first 
as the mayor of Newark, N.J., 
when he would help resi-
dents shovel their driveways 
or deal with city issues if they 
contacted him on social me-
dia.

Booker said in an email 
he was excited to make the 
announcement on Snapchat 

because of how pivotal social 
media has been in politics 
over the last several years.

“I’ve witnessed firsthand 
the way that social media 
can bring more people into 
the democratic process, push 
government to be more trans-
parent and shape more col-
laborative public policy deci-
sions,” Booker said. “GW is a 
highly engaged campus, both 
online and off, and I can’t 
wait to spend time with the 
Class of 2016 in May.”

Vice President for Exter-
nal Relations Lorraine Voles, 
who helps select the Com-
mencement speaker each 
year, said officials are still 
talking with Booker’s team 
about ways to incorporate his 
social media presence into the 
ceremony. She said staff will 
display students’ social me-
dia posts on Jumbotrons and 
live-tweet the speeches, like 
in past years.

“We hope that the en-
tire GW community will be 
engaged on social media on 
Commencement day with 
Senator Booker’s accounts 
and the University accounts,” 
Voles said in an email. “I 

fully expect GW to be the 
top trending topic on Twitter 
in D.C. during Commence-
ment.”

She said the decision to 
make the announcement on 
Snapchat was a natural one, 
given the senator’s online 
reputation.

“We knew we had to 
make the announcement on 
social media,” Voles said.

The announcement vid-
eo shows Booker behind a 
GW geofilter with doodles 
of a GWorld card, the Cap-
tain Cookie logo, a motor-
cade and Lisner Auditorium. 
The video was viewed 1,274 
times, screenshots were tak-
en 18 times and the account 
gained 175 new followers af-
ter the post, Voles said in an 
email Thursday.

The announcement was 
also posted on Facebook, In-
stagram and Twitter, where 
it received 18,582 views 
and 3,346 likes, comments, 
retweets and shares, Voles 
said.

Experts said announc-
ing Booker as Commence-
ment speaker on Snapchat 
allows the University to con-

nect more intimately with 
students, a population that 
values getting news before 
their parents and peers. Last 
year during Commencement, 
Dean of Student Affairs Peter 
Konwerski – GW’s most pro-
lific tweeter – used the official 
Snapchat account to give a 
behind-the-scenes look at 
Commencement.

Nikki Sunstrum, the di-
rector of social media at the 
University of Michigan, said 
GW should continue to use 
Booker’s reputation to build 
excitement around Com-
mencement weekend. She 
said that geofilters or social 
media takeovers can give stu-
dents a chance to feel closer to 
a celebrity or official.

“Those things allow au-
diences to identify with their 
personality, and feel like 
they’re building and cultivat-
ing a relationship,” Sunstrum 
said. “They’re going to be so 
engaged with what he has to 
say, he’ll really be able to hit 
on his key messages.”

GW’s social media team 
earned an Emmy last sum-
mer for a series of promotion-
al videos about GW. Over the 

last two years, the team has 
expanded the University’s 
online presence by joining 
Snapchat and upping their 
interactions with students on 
Twitter and Instagram.

Ryan Maguire, a social 
media strategist at Princeton 
University, said the rise of 
Snapchat shows how much 
technology will continue to 
shape communications strat-
egies in higher education. 

Maguire said that university 
social media teams are most 
effective when they meet au-
diences where they are.

“The combination of 
photos, text and video could 
amount to an announce-
ment unlike any past classes 
have seen,” Maguire said in 
an email. “Snapchat gives a 
university the opportunity to 
communicate with students 
in the language they speak.”

AVERY ANAPOL
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR
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Sen. Cory Booker, D-N.J., spoke on campus three years ago. As 
GW’s Commencement speaker this year, officials hope he will use 
his social media savvy to connect with the audience.

Seven SA senators suspended for regularly missing meetings
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Student Association Executive Vice President Thomas Falcigno has enforced the 
SA’s attendance policy since becoming EVP last month. He has suspended seven 
senators for missing too many meetings.
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IN BRIEF

Students will keep paying regular prices 
for the Metro next year.

GW will not create a discounted Metro 
pass for students that would allow them un-
limited access for a yearly fee, a University 
spokeswoman said last week. For months, 
student leaders negotiated with administra-
tors and Metro officials, and in March, 73.5 
percent of students voted in approval of the 
measure during Student Association elec-
tions.

Students would have paid for the pass 
with a mandatory $250 fee added to their tu-
ition bill.

University spokeswoman Maralee Csel-
lar said that asking students to pay this 
amount would not be “feasible or fair.”

“We are committed to continuing to work 
with WMATA to identify a more affordable 
option for those students who utilize public 
transit on a regular basis,” she said.

Csellar said students should be given 

choices for cheaper Metro travel, and GW 
and WMATA have been attempting to work 
out an agreement for a low-cost option for 10 
years.

Dan Stessel, a WMATA spokesman, said 
Metro officials respected GW’s decision, and 
said they would be “ready to work with GW 
should their position change in the future.”

Casey Syron, the former executive vice 
president of the Student Association, lobbied 
to implement the pass as early as this fall 
for the incoming freshman class. He said he 
hoped returning students would be able to 
opt in if they choose. He did not return mul-
tiple requests to comment.

In February, sophomore Eve Zhurbin-
skiy, a commissioner on the Foggy Bottom 
and West End Advisory Neighborhood 
Commission, said at a WMATA Board of Di-
rectors meeting that she supported the idea 
of a discounted pass if it was optional for 
students.

GW will not create discounted Metro pass

—Justine Coleman

ASSAULT
Off Campus
3/21/2016 -— 2:10 p.m.
Case closed
A female student reported to the University Police Department that an unidentified 
male approached her and spat in her face. The Metropolitan Police Department 
responded and took a report.
No suspects or witnesses

DESTRUCTION OF PROPERTY
Stuart Hall
3/22/2016 — Unknown time
Case closed
UPD responded to a report of a damaged GWorld card reader which had been 
removed from a Coca-Cola machine.
No suspects or witnesses

DESTRUCTION OF PROPERTY/VANDALISM
Corcoran Gallery
3/25/2016 — Unknown Time
Case closed
UPD responded to the report of a cracked window inside of a classroom.
No suspects or witnesses

DISORDERLY CONDUCT AND LIQUOR LAW VIOLATION
Public Property on Campus
3/26/2016 — 5:30 p.m.
Case closed
UPD responded to a report of an intoxicated male student who was disorderly 
and attempted to flee the scene on foot. Officers detained the man and EMeRG 
transported him to GW Hospital.
Referred for disciplinary action

THREATS
Gelman Library Starbucks
3/27/2016 — Various Times
Case closed
A female patron at the Gelman Starbucks reported that she received many 
unwanted calls from a nonaffiliated male patron with whom she met in the store 
and exchanged phone numbers. The male made several threats to her and her 
family.
Referred to Title IX

DESTRUCTION
Milken Institute School of Public Health Building
3/28/2016 — Unknown time
Case closed
A GW faculty member reported to UPD that an exterior window was damaged. 
There was damage to the interior window pane.
No suspects or witnesses

DISORDERLY CONDUCT
International House
3/26/2016 — 4:30 p.m.
Case closed
UPD and MPD officers responded to a report of students throwing beer cans from a 
residence balcony.
Referred for disciplinary action

—Compiled by Sam Eppler
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ADMIT RATE FALLS BUT CLASS SIZE COULD INCREASE

students admitted under GW’s test-
optional policy. About 17 percent of 
the admitted students this year did 
not include their test scores.

Richard Vedder, the director of 
the Center for College Affordability 
and Productivity, said while a drop 
in the admit rate is “a good statistic” 
for a school, waiving the standard-
ized test requirement can make GW 
look more selective – even if the pro-
cess to get accepted is easier.

“They might have gone test-op-
tional to get a block of new students, 
claim interest in multicultural diver-
sity, but in reality it’s an attempt to 
get a bigger pool of applicants from 
all income ranges who are maybe 
somewhat marginal students, but 
they can pay the tuition of GW,” 
said Vedder, who is an economics 
professor at Ohio University.

GW’s admit rate is substantially 
higher than the three peer schools 
who have released admissions 
numbers for the Class of 2020. Duke 
University admitted 8.7 percent of 
undergraduate applicants, North-

western University selected 10.7 
percent and the University of South-
ern California let in 16.5 percent.

American University is the only 
one of GW’s peers to go test-option-
al, but New York University allows 
students to submit results from Ad-
vanced Placement or International 
Baccalaureate tests instead of the 
SAT or ACT.

Although officials announced 
in February that the increase in the 
number of black and Latino appli-
cants was “significant” this year, 
going test-optional did not make 
a notable difference in the number 
of multicultural students admitted 
to GW. The percent of multicul-
tural students admitted increased 
by just 1 percent – 35 percent of 
accepted students, according to a 
release.

Experts said the increase is so 
slight because the chance to not in-
clude test scores could appeal to all 
prospective students – not just the 
minority and low-income students 
the policy is designed to attract.

Robert Kelchen, a professor of 
higher education at Seton Hall Uni-
versity, said test-optional schools 

“tend to attract higher-income 
whites with low test scores.”

He said the applicant pool of 
students who didn’t submit test 
scores “likely looked like the rest of 
the student body just based on the 
number of minority students not re-
ally changing.”

But Laurie Koehler, the vice pro-
vost for enrollment management 
and retention, said GW is “on the 
right track” to filling its enrollment 
goal while building a more diverse 
class. She added that the percentage 
of students who did not include test 
scores was about on par with what 
officials expected.

Koehler said officials hope to 
enroll between 2,500 and 2,600 stu-
dents for next fall’s class – in line 
with this year’s slightly larger fresh-
man class size.

“We are confident we will be 
able to meet that target,” Koehler 
said in an email.

She said while officials are 
aware of rankings and admit rates 
as they build their classes, their 
priority is “an academically strong, 
diverse and talented group of stu-
dents.”

Being test-optional could also 
help GW continue to draw in inter-
national students because overseas 
schools often don’t emphasize stan-
dardized testing the same way the 
U.S. does, said Lindsey Maharaj, the 
director of college counseling at In-
ternational College Counselors.

The University hopes to have 15 

percent of its undergraduate popu-
lation consist of international stu-
dents by 2022 as part of its strategic 
plan. This year, 15 percent of admit-
ted students came from abroad.

“It provides them an extra op-
portunity to showcase their aca-
demic abilities in other ways,” she 
said.

EMeRG raises more than $2,400 for mental health training

EMeRG is raising money 
to certify its members in 
mental health first aid.

An EMeRG Colonial 
Crowdfunding project 
has surpassed its goal of 
raising $2,400 to certify 20 
members as mental health 
first aid providers. This 
student-led effort comes 
after a yearslong focus on 
mental health on campus 
and would train EMeRG 
members on properly 
responding to mental health 
crises.

The funds will go 
toward a mental health 
first aid course operated by 
the National Council for 
Behavioral Health, according 
to the crowdfunding page. 
The certification provides an 
in-depth lesson on treating 
individuals with mental 
health problems or helping 
those experiencing a mental 
health crisis. EMeRG is one 
of four student organizations 
raising money through GW’s 
crowdfunding platform this 

spring.
EMeRG plans to offer 

the certifications for all crew 
chiefs, the primary care 
provider on the ambulance 
and community educators, 
who are volunteers that focus 
on community outreach and 
education, Jacob Burman, 
the vice president of public 
relations for EMeRG, said.

Burman said EMeRG 
often receives emergency calls 
about mental health crises, 
which can include suicidal 
ideations, drug overdoses or 
traumatic life events. Because 
those scenarios are sensitive, 
Burman said it is important 
for responders to be trained 
on how to handle them.

“A really important thing 
for our providers is to have 
the resources and knowledge 
in order to react properly 
so that they can diffuse the 
situation and provide them 
the best care possible,” 
Burman said.

Burman said because it is 
not always clear how to deal 
with a patient in a mental 
health emergency, it is harder 
to teach responders the right 

skills.
“A lot of times we are 

taught how to stop the 
bleeding or taught so many 
other different skills, but 
mental health is such an 
important issue that is often 
not discussed, so this is 
something that is especially 
important to devote time to 
training and understanding,” 
Burman said.

Mental health has 
become a top priority for 
students and officials since 
four student suicides in 2014. 
SA presidential candidates 
Christina Giordano and 
Erika Feinman both included 
mental health in their 
platforms.

The group applied to 
raise funds via Colonial 
Crowdfunding because they 
could make money and raise 
awareness about the new 
program, Burman said. The 
University started Colonial 
Crowdfunding in the fall to 
help groups raise between 
$2,000 and $10,000 for a 
specific cause.

Any future donations 
will go toward more 

certifications for members 
and the creation of an 
instructor course which 
will allow EMeRG staff to 
teach future members so 

mental health first aid can be 
self-sustainable within the 
organization, Burman said.

Since the certificate 
is a fairly new program 

nationwide, GW does not 
currently pay for it and 
EMeRG staff have not 
been trained on the topic 
previously, Burman said.

SADIE RUBEN
HATCHET REPORTER
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EMeRG has raised more than $2,400 for a certificate course on mental health first aid. The group raised 
the funds through GW’s Colonial Crowdfunding platform.

Marijuana sales in D.C. could 
total almost $100 million

D.C. is one step closer 
to being able to regulate the 
sale of marijuana, a potential 
multi-million dollar industry.

D.C. statehood activists 
rejoiced last month when 
a judge in D.C. Superior 
Court granted the city the 
power to control allocation 
of its local funds. That 
decision to increase D.C.’s 
budget autonomy removes 
restrictions on spending 
money to regulate marijuana 
sales.

Previously, D.C.’s 
budget had to be approved 
by Congress – a barrier 
to regulating the sale of 
marijuana because marijuana 
is illegal at the federal level. 
But now, the District will be 
able to regulate the sale of 
products within its city limits 
– an important first step to 
begin a potentially booming 
industry.

If the city implements 
laws allowing marijuana 
sales, revenue from taxing 
the drug could add up to 
$93.6 million, according to 
new projections from New 
Frontier, a firm that studies 
the marijuana industry. D.C. 
decriminalized marijuana 
in 2014, and residents can 
possess up to two ounces.

Paul Zukerberg, a D.C.-
based lawyer who specializes 
in marijuana cases, said the 
ruling is one step closer to 
statehood for the city because 
now officials can control 
local income like other state 
governments.

“The government can 
now be more responsive to 
local needs,” he said. “We’ll be 
able to fund those programs 
like a regular state.”

John Kagia, the director 
of industry analytics at New 
Frontier, said it would take 
at least a year for the city 
to define regulations on 
marijuana sales.

“Even if budget 
autonomy does prevail, we’re 
still looking at another year,” 
he said.

Colorado, Washington 
and Oregon have legalized 
marijuana over the last 
several years, creating a 
cottage industry for sales of 
marijuana and marijuana 
paraphernalia. Sixteen other 
states like California, New 
York and Maryland have 
decriminalized marijuana, 
which lowers the fines 
associated with possessing 
the drug and removes the 
threat of jail time.

Kagia added that New 
Frontier has found about 
8 percent of the tourists in 
Colorado smoke marijuana 
in the state – a potential 
financial boon for a city like 
D.C., which has a steady 
stream of tourists all year.

The market for marijuana 
reached $100 million in 
Colorado last year, according 
to the New Frontier Report.

ROBIN EBERHARDT
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

Debate rages over 
rapper’s reputation
Program Board apologized for selecting 
Bronson and “attempting to bring an 
artist who is not consistent with our 
values of diversity and inclusion.”

Gold said the events of the week 
were “distressing” for members of Pro-
gram Board, who he said never intend-
ed to “put on an event that would upset 
students.”

‘Far from who I really am’
Bronson himself issued an apology 

on his Facebook page Thursday. He did 
not return requests for an additional 
comment.

“I can’t continue to walk around 
with the thought that people are think-
ing these things about me that are far 
from who I really am,” he wrote in the 
statement.

The root of student concerns centers 
around Bronson’s 2011 song “Consen-
sual Rape,” which contains lyrics sug-
gesting he drugged and raped a wom-
an. Bronson never performed the song 
live, and had agreed to not perform it 
Saturday. Students also voiced concerns 
about an Instagram post from 2011 
where Bronson mocked a transgender 
person. He later deleted the post, Pitch-
fork reported.

Bronson said in his statement that 
“Consensual Rape” was meant to tell 
a story and does not represent his own 
actions – but is similar to how an ac-
tor plays a character in a movie. He 
said he has since met with members of 
the LGBT community to “understand 
how to avoid being hurtful and insen-
sitive towards these issues moving 
forward.”

Standing by survivors
Over the last several years, sexual 

assault prevention and support for sur-
vivors have been among the top con-
cerns for student leaders. 

The Bronson controversy un-
leashed a deluge of commentary on 
Facebook: There were more than 11 
separate posts in “Overheard at GW,” 
some of which received more than 100 
comments over the course of several 
days last week.

In some threads, sexual assault sur-

vivors shared their experiences, while 
others bemoaned a campus culture that 
silenced artistic expression. After he was 
taken off the setlist, a counterpetition to 
reinstate Bronson as the headliner re-
ceived 725 signatures.

Incoming SA President Erika 
Feinman and Executive Vice Presi-
dent Thomas Falcigno said in a joint 
statement that they did not discuss 
Bronson with Program Board and 
said they would leave it up to student 
organizations to “make their own 
decisions regarding their program-
ming.”

On Saturday, a group of student 
organizations hosted “Spring Bling,” 
a low-key event on the Mount Vernon 
Campus created to provide a safe space 
for students who wanted to avoid 
Spring Fling. 

Allied in Pride President Ciaran 
Lithgow said the week had been “trau-
matizing” to some survivors of sexual 
assault.

“When you have your peers di-
rectly telling you that your experiences 
don’t matter and something happens 
that triggers an event that is one of the 
most horrible things that has ever hap-
pened to you, it’s very distressing to 
see,” Lithgow said. 

A broader pattern
Discussions of campus culture have 

taken place at countless universities 
over the last year, ranging from analysis 
of racial equality, freedom of speech for 
college newspapers and the climate sur-
rounding sexual assault.

Sarah Brown, a reporter at The 
Chronicle of Higher Education who 
covers student life and diversity issues, 
said there is a tension on campuses be-
tween “free speech and expression and 
inclusivity and sensitivity.”

“College leaders are learning in 
this day and age that they need to en-
gage with students who are protesting 
someone’s forthcoming appearance on 
campus, regardless of whether they are 
a vocal minority,” Brown said. “And if 
a particular group of students worked 
to bring that person to campus, college 
leaders need to engage them in the dis-
cussion too.”

—Sera Royal and Natalie Maher 
contributed reporting.

MAREN THOMAS | HATCHET DESIGNER
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Marijuana activists gathered in front of the White House on Saturday to smoke marijuana. The group also 
carried a 51-foot blunt throughout the city. 

Admission rates by class year

Graduating class year
Source: GW Admissions
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Student groups not deterred by crowdfunding failures

Student leaders are hop-
ing that the second time’s the 
charm for Colonial Crowd-
funding projects.

The Center for Student 
Engagement fi rst created 
the Colonial Crowdfunding 
program – which chooses 
student organizations to help 
crowdfund certain projects – 
last fall. A new set of projects 
were unveiled last month, 
though none of the fi ve fall 
projects reached their fund-
raising goals.

Student organizations 
must submit an application 
to be selected for Colonial 
Crowdfunding, where they 
outline the details of their 
project and agree to use the 
funds raised responsibly and 
for the intended purpose. Of-
fi cials said the University of-
fers support to crowdfund-

ing projects by publicizing 
them through social media 
channels and websites and 
guiding student leaders 
through the fundraising pro-
cess.

Out of the nine total proj-
ects that have been picked for 
crowdfunding over the two 
semesters, only EMeRG has 
surpassed its goal – the group 
raised more than $2,400 to 
implement a mental health 
fi rst aid certifi cation course. 
The current groups can con-
tinue raising funds until 
April 18.

Timothy Rabolt, a gradu-
ate student involved in GW 
Students for Recovery, said 
there was an untapped base 
of donors who could fund 
the project. Students for Re-
covery hopes to raise $4,000 
to refurbish and expand the 
Serenity Shack, an on-cam-
pus space for students in re-
covery from mental health 

conditions.
“We are fully confi dent 

we will meet and surpass 
our fundraising goal,” Rabolt 
said.

So far, Students for 
Recovery has raised $930 
through Colonial Crowd-
funding.

Matt Donovan, the co-
executive director of No Lost 
Generation GW, a student 
group that spreads aware-
ness about the Syrian refugee 
crisis, said the University has 
been helping them develop a 
fundraising plan.

“We’ve met with the de-
velopment staff  who are ba-
sically annual giving people 
so they know how to make 
an ask, they know how the 
whole system works,” Dono-
van said.

No Lost Generation has 
raised $395 of the $5,000 
needed to host an April 29 
conference that will bring 

together college students, 
government offi  cials and ex-
perts to discuss ways to help 

refugees.
Although the groups 

from last semester did not 

meet their fundraising tar-
gets, they were able to raise 
funds through other means.

VAIDEHI PATEL
STAFF WRITER

Last summer, a senior 
majoring in chemistry was 
clearing tables at The Cheese-
cake Factory. Now he will 
present his research at a glob-
al chemistry conference.

John-Hanson Machado 
became the fi rst GW stu-
dent to win the John Breen 
Memorial Fellowship last 
week. The award sponsors 
a young chemistry scholar 
to participate in the 20th An-
nual Green Chemistry & En-
gineering Conference in Or-
egon this June.

Machado works with 
Jakub Kostal, a research sci-
entist in the Computational 
Biology Institute, and stud-
ies computational modeling 
of data that researches how 
chemicals can seep into the 
human body through the 
skin, which is known as skin 
permeability. He is organiz-
ing and rating all of the data 
from previous studies on the 
topic and hopes to create reli-
able datasets that can be used 
in future studies.

“We are looking to fi g-
ure out a way to curate all 
the information that was 
taken from studies dating all 
the way back to the ‘50s and 

organize that in a way that 
is eff ective for modeling,” 
Machado said.

Machado said he has 
helped to create the “most 
comprehensive data set in 
skin permeation,” something 
the fi eld has been missing 
up to this point. He said he 
hopes other researchers will 
also use the data, which he 
plans to publish before he 
graduates next month.

He said making sure 
data is accurate is critical to 
successful research – if chem-
ists know what has already 
worked in studies of toxicol-
ogy and skin permeability, 
they can reduce chemical use.

“I didn’t have a clue 
when I started. I just knew 
things needed to get done be-
cause the data was a mess,” 
Machado said. “By reading 
through all of this, I learned 
how it worked. I am not only 
a data scientist. Now I have 
a mechanistic explanation 
about why that was true.”

The Computational Bi-
ology Institute funds Mach-
ado’s research, where he 
works as an undergraduate 
researcher and receives re-
search credit.

“I don’t need to serve 
tables at The Cheesecake 
Factory anymore,” Machado 

said. “I can do what I want to 
do. I can do research.”

Keith Crandall, the di-
rector of the Computational 
Biology Institute, said in an 
email that the program was 
excited that Machado’s “ef-
fort, talent and potential” was 
recognized with the fellow-
ship.

“We strive at the CBI to 
involve undergraduate and 
graduate student research-
ers in highly signifi cant and 
impactful research,” Crandall 
said. 

Before the conference 
this summer, Machado will 
participate in a student work-
shop where students compete 
in teams in a green chemistry 
challenge. At the conference, 
which is the longest-running 
event on the topic, students, 
scientists and industry ex-
perts will discuss research in-
novation. Machado will give 
a presentation on the system-
atic evaluation of data qual-
ity that allows toxicologists 
to build models with reliable 
data.

“If you work hard, you’ll 
eventually get good at some-
thing that someone will want 
to pay you for it, someone 
will want you to present at 
an international conference,” 
Machado said.

Senior wins chemistry fellowship
LILLIANNA BYINGTON
CONTRIBUTING NEWS EDITOR

updates at this time,” Maltzman said in 
an email.

Since VALOR began in 2013, mili-
tary and veteran student enrollment 
has increased by 200 students, bring-
ing the current total to more than 1,700 
students, according to the GW Veterans 
website. GW ranks No. 31 on the 2016 
“Best for Vets” list from the Military 
Times.

Yannick Baptiste, the president of 
GW Veterans, said Williams’ departure 
creates an uncertain future for VALOR 
and veteran students.

“The creation of his position was 
something the GW community touted 
as another bullet point in their commit-
ment toward the students and military 
students at GW,” Baptiste said. “Him 
leaving and not replacing him defi nite-
ly begs the question – is that commit-
ment still there?”

Baptiste said GW Veterans and of-
fi cials in the Offi  ce of Military and Vet-
eran Aff airs have been preparing a plan 
to present to administrators that would 
restructure the offi  ce if Williams is not 
replaced.

While plans are still being dis-
cussed, Baptiste said the responsibili-
ties and activities of VALOR could po-
tentially fall under the jurisdiction of 
the student aff airs offi  ce, which over-

sees GW’s housing offi  ce, the Center 
for Student Engagement and the Colo-
nial Health Center.

He said an extensive support sys-
tem for veterans is necessary because 
more are returning from combat as the 
U.S. de-escalates eff orts overseas, and 
many will want to pursue an educa-
tion. Veterans are a lucrative group of 
students for universities because their 
G.I. Bill benefi ts can pay up to the full 
cost of their education.

“Right now is the time where we 
should actually be trying to be as ad-
vantageous and as welcoming to vet-
erans that are coming out right now 
because as the DoD winds out, they’re 
going to want to do something, and 
many of those are going to want to be-
come students,” Baptiste said. “This is 
the time for GW to step up their sup-
port, not downgrade it.”

Veronica Hoyer, a student veteran 
and senior who was GW Veterans’ vice 
president last year, said she’s concerned 
Williams’ departure will cost student 
veterans leverage with offi  cials.

Hoyer said student veterans have 
“no idea who’s going to take over,” and 
the University should include them if a 
search to replace Williams takes place.

“With how much the student org 
has worked with the University, includ-
ing the creation of VALOR, why aren’t 
we part of the decision process for the 
transition of VALOR?” Hoyer said.

OLIVIA ANDERSON | HATCHET STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Senior John-Hanson Machado, who studies how chemicals can permeate the skin, won the John 
Breen Memorial Fellowship last week and will speak at a chemsitry conference in June. 

Veterans affairs leader 
advocated for students 

FILE PHOTO BY SAM HARDGROVE | HATCHET STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 
Mel Williams, the associate provost for military and veteran affairs, will leave his role 
at GW for a position at the University of California, Davis. Of� cials have not announced 
a plan to replace Williams.
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Colonial Crowdfunding: Goals versus funds raised

Funds raised

Unmet goal

*Exceeded Goal

$5000

$680

$2260
$2005

$390

$3000
$2485

$2400*

GW Students for Recovery

No Lost Generation 

GW EMeRG

GW Mock Trial

African Student Association

Robotics Team

Men's Club Volleyball

GW Program Board

Camp Kesem

$5000

$871
$540

$871
$1360

$880

$2500

$5000

$7000

$8000

$4000

Spring (as of April 1, 2016)Fall 2015

Source: Center for Student Engagement

YONAH BROMBERG GABER | HATCHET DESIGNER



Sports
April 4, 2016 • Page 8 NUMBER 

CRUNCH
GW gymnastics’ team score at the NCAA Athens Regional Saturday, its 

highest-ever team score in the postseason. 

LACROSSE 
vs. Davidson 
3 p.m. • Friday
The Colonials begin a two-
game homestead with an 
A-10 matchup against the 
Wildcats. 

GW INVITATIONAL  
Friday-Saturday 

Men’s and women’s rowing 

host the 28th annual GW 

Invitational on the Potomac 

River race course.

 195.55

leading scorer Justin Robin-
son to six points on 2-for-16 
shooting, the Colonials had 
taken another step forward. 
That night, Lonergan’s mes-
sage to the team was that they 
could go all the way.

“I just said, ‘Hey, we re-
ally have it and we can win 
this thing,’” Lonergan said.

GW then held No. 2 seed 
Florida to 43 percent shoot-
ing, No. 2 seed San Diego 
State to 28 percent and, fi nal-
ly, No. 1 seed Valparaiso to 39 
percent. Especially in the fi nal 
two contests, the team’s 1-3-1 
zone was critical.

“Never thought I would 
say it,” Lonergan said. “I 
thought this defense actually 
won this championship.”

As the wins piled up, the 
fans came back. GW hosted 
Florida even as the lower 
seed because the  Gators were 
renovating their arena and a 
crowd of 3,399 watched the 
Colonials earn their way to 
Madison Square Garden.

“The strong win at Mon-
mouth on ESPN2 really 
helped folks to refocus and 
say, ‘Let’s enjoy what we 
have right now and embrace 
the NIT.’ The atmosphere for 
the Florida game was fun, 
and then the NY games al-
lowed us to include our large 
New York City base who 
grew up knowing Madison 
Square Garden as the Mecca 
of basketball,” athletic direc-
tor Patrick Nero said in an 
email. “

Gathering the troops
The Colonial Army had 

a section right behind one 
of the baselines in the Gar-
den and organized buses of 
fans traveling from D.C. to 
New York. Colonial Army 
President Kate Bell said the 
signup sheets for the buses 
fi lled up within hours. For 
the fi nal minutes of the 
Valparaiso game, and sev-
eral minutes after, cheers of, 
“Let’s go, G-Dub” fi lled the 
arena up to the rafters.

“They recognized that 
this was our last chance to 
really rally behind this team 
and give them the support 
they needed to make it to the 
championship,” Bell said. 

It was a genuine thrill 
for the fans, who just two 
weeks before weren’t sure 
how to feel about their 
team. Students who had 
been expecting an NCAA 
tournament bid bought 
back in. And the run was 
particularly special for 
alumni who went to GW 
when the team was less suc-
cessful.

“Being at the NIT 
Championship – especial-
ly in a historic venue like 
Madison Square Garden 
– was certainly a once-in-

a-lifetime experience – at 
least for someone like me 
who has been cheering for 
the Colonials to win a post-
season Championship for 
29 years now,” Dean of Stu-
dent Aff airs Peter Konwer-
ski said in an email.

“Personally, when I was 
an undergrad – I think my 
sophomore year of ‘88–89 – 
I watched our team make 
GW history (and national 
news) by going 1–27, win-
ning only one game. This 
week I also saw a team 
make some GW history 
too, by winning a record 
28 games on their climb to 
earn the NIT champion-
ship,” Konwerski said.

Bell said that the games 
gave her a chance to recon-

nect with alumni, too.
“I was in Madison Square 

Garden talking to a few 
alumni who had made the 
trip up to New York City and 
I felt a tap on my shoulder. 
It was another GW alumni, 
probably about 85 years old, 
wearing an old GW shirt that 
had clearly been through 
more than a few basketball 
seasons,” Bell said.

The fan told her that he’d 
be up in the stands but looking 
down at the Colonial Army to 
cheer in unison with them.

“He said, ‘My voice is 
small, but I will be as loud 
as I can tonight,’” Bell said. 
“GW fans are something 
else. They’re the most loyal 
fans you’ll ever meet, and it’s 
because they’ve seen it all. 

They’ve been there through 
the most unbelievable highs 
and devastating lows and 
they still come out and cheer 
for the team as hard as they 
can.”

Given GW’s alumni base 
in the New York area, plenty 
of fans were in attendance. 
Cheers for the Colonials were 
the loudest in both games 
played in the Garden.

“I think every time we 
travel to either New York or 
Brooklyn, we have a very 
strong fan base,” senior for-
ward Patricio Garino said. 
“We feel like we’re at home 
and that gives an advan-
tage.”

Living the dream
Lonergan, who said he 

was so depressed he could 
barely get out of bed after 
GW lost in the Atlantic 10 
tournament quarterfi nals to 
Saint Joseph’s, relished the 
chance to coach in the world’s 
most famous arena.

Everything started to feel 
big-time again, even though 
the Colonials were outside 
the Big Dance. Hofstra wasn’t 
well-known, but Monmouth 
had been a media darling and 
perceived NCAA snub. Flor-
ida came from the SEC and 
was historically successful. 
SDSU had made the NCAA 
tournament for six straight 
years before this season and 
is coached by a Wooden 
Legends of Coaching Award 
winner. Even Lonergan was a 
bit star struck.

“I looked down the other 
night, it’s unbelievable, Steve 
Fisher down there, I wanted 
to ask for his autograph. 
That’s fun for me. I mean, 
it really is. It’s fun for me to 
go against these guys that 
are famous and everything,” 
Lonergan said. “I always say 
I am a little D-III guy from 
Bowie kind of living the 
dream.”

When GW’s NCAA 
Tournament dreams died, the 
season threatened to fl icker 
out with them. But the team 
ended up making history – 
winning the program’s fi rst-
ever postseason national 
tournament and setting a re-
cord for most wins in a single 
season. The tide turned with 
Mitola’s shot against Hofstra 
and the letdown gave way 
to the buildup to a title in 
the following games. Only 
two teams get to fi nish their 
postseason tournaments with 
a win, and the Colonials are 
one of them.

“To leave the NIT cham-
pionship winners is so spe-
cial,” senior guard Joe Mc-
Donald said. “Play like 37, 38 
games and there aren’t a lot of 
teams that can have their fi nal 
game for a championship, 
and we’re just as proud that 
it’s in this stage, and we’re 
happy that it ended this way 
for us.”

HISTORY MADE
From Page 1
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The Colonials celebrate their NIT championship win, the � rst in program history, at Madison Square Garden Thursday. 
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Colonials go out on top in fi rst-ever NIT championship


