
Knowing that Donald Trump will soon be living down the 
street, students on campus are deciding what comes next for 
them.

Protests, vigils and gatherings have dominated campus 
activism since Trump’s election last week. Some students have 
expressed fears that they will be targeted by Trump’s policies 
because of their identities or that the president-elect will en-
courage a dangerous national dialogue.

The Hatchet spoke separately with 24 student leaders last 
week about their initial reactions to the election: Some were 
motivated, others were still shocked. Although many said they 
felt uncertain about the future, all said they were inspired to 
continue their work and spread their messages.

Trump or his followers had targeted an array of minority 
populations during his 17-month-long presidential campaign, 
which has been described as one of the most divisive in U.S. 
history. It was the rhetoric regarding Mexicans, women, Mus-
lims and disabled people that students said they feared most.

“Naturally, much of the electorate that voted for Trump 
will be empowered, and some of their racists views and lean-
ings might be validated,” Zan Mir, the president of the Paki-
stani Students Association, said.

Black Student Union Vice President Haben Kelati said this 
election brought up concerns for minority students on campus 
who felt targeted by the rhetoric Trump has used to describe 
the black community, like instances in which Trump called 
black supporters “thugs.”

“These are direct attacks towards specifi c groups in this 
country, and we see it as such, and it’s personal,” Kelati said. 
“To the students who supported Trump or didn’t openly be-
fore, but now openly are, just know we see you – we know 
what that means.”

Osama Al-Saleh, the president of the Muslim Students 
Association, said he was concerned for the safety of Muslims, 
particularly women who wear hijabs. And Alex Murawski, 
the president of the Organization of Slavic Students, said he 
is worried about the future of NATO and about Trump’s neo-
isolationist comments. Tayller Marcee, the co-president of the 
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Oliver Street, the executive director of enrollment retention, plans to improve retention rates by 
working with students one-on-one.
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TOP: Students march from Kogan Plaza to the White House Thursday. BOTTOM: Lindsey O’Connell, a junior, joined other students in 
front of the White House on election night.

Faculty alter course plans 
in wake of historic election
ANNIE DOBLER,
CORT CARLSON &
AVERY ANAPOL
HATCHET REPORTERS

Faculty in departments 
across the University turned 
Tuesday’s election results 
into teachable moments.

At least 15 professors al-
tered their class plans for the 
days following the U.S. pres-
idential election, opting for 
group discussions about the 
results, and some even post-
poning exams or cancelling 
class sessions completely.

Faculty said because 
of the highly emotional re-
sponse to the election, they 
wanted students to refl ect on 
the results – which surprised 
many, as Donald Trump un-
expectedly defeated Hillary 
Clinton – before moving for-
ward with planned lessons.

Those faculty members 
said conversations in their 
classrooms ranged from the 
role of the media in politics 
to the Constitution to the im-
portance of tolerating others’ 
political perspectives.

Faculty also came to-
gether to facilitate conversa-
tions outside of class. On Fri-
day afternoon, Elliott School 
of International Aff airs Dean 
Reuben Brigety hosted a 
post-election town hall with 
about 100 students and fac-
ulty members.

Dara Orenstein, an assis-
tant professor of American 
studies, said she had pre-
pared content for Thursday’s 
meeting of her undergradu-
ate course on capitalism and 
culture for a Clinton victory.

“I had planned a set of 
readings on feminism of 
the 70s,” Orenstein said. “I 
thought we would deal with 
the origins of ‘pantsuit-femi-
nism’ and radical critiques of 
liberal feminism.”

But after results came 
in, Orenstein said she had to 
take advantage of a diff erent 
kind of teaching opportuni-
ty. She emailed her students 
and proposed that they sit 
on the fl oor “criss-cross 
applesauce” and discuss 
the election in the historical 
context of the course, which 
covers the rise of capitalism 
in the U.S.

Orenstein said the dis-
cussion created a space for 
students to express their 
personal thoughts and fears 
about the election’s outcome, 
as well as “grapple with the 
value of a historical perspec-
tive.” Course readings from 
earlier in the week dealt with 
the alienation of the working 
class, which she had pur-
posefully assigned the week 
of the election because of its 
relevance to media coverage 
of Trump supporters.

“You want to catch 
people when they’re feel-
ing and hurting,” Orenstein 
said. “This is about creating 
a space for them to be heard 
and to hear each other, with-
in the formal structure of the 
classroom. As educators, we 
owe that to students.”

In some cases, faculty 
members said they learned 
from their students about 
the generation’s values and 
hopes for the future.

Andrew Zimmerman, 

a professor of history, said 
he altered his lesson plans 
while walking to his class 
on Wednesday morning. 
Zimmerman gave students 
in his introductory lecture 
course fi ve minutes at the 
start of the class to write 
down their thoughts about 
the election.

Zimmerman said stu-
dents’ writing prompted 
a class-wide discussion, in 
which some students ex-
pressed feelings of fear, grief 
and anger about Trump’s 
presidency. He told students 
that they should not use the 
conversation as a time to dis-
parage Trump supporters, 
he added.

Students in Zimmer-

man’s graduate seminar also 
talked about the election for 
the entirety of the evening.

“Some of the students 
brought wine for the whole 
class, which was incredibly 
thoughtful and supportive,” 
he said. “We have a long 
fi ght ahead of us, and we 
have to care for ourselves 
and each other, in big ways 
and small ones. Both my un-
dergrad and grad students 
make me certain that we are 
ready for this.”

Roy Grinker, a profes-
sor of anthropology, inter-
national aff airs and human 
sciences, said even though 
he, his students and teaching 
assistants were exhausted af-
ter staying up to watch cov-
erage, it was diffi  cult to think 
about anything besides the 
election in class Wednesday.

Grinker held an open 
class discussion in lieu of a 
traditional lecture during his 
sociocultural anthropology 
class, which he said was par-
ticularly compelling because 
this was the fi rst presidential 
election in which most of his 
students voted.

“I saw no reason to be 
constrained by my syllabus 
when there was both a need 
and an opportunity to talk 
about such an important 
event,” Grinker said in an 
email. “I don’t think learn-
ing is just about following 
a syllabus. It’s about engag-
ing – critically, emotionally, 
thoughtfully – in whatever is 
happening in one’s world.”

Other faculty members 
said they applied the elec-
tions results to their courses’ 
syllabi.

Jon Ebinger, a lecturer 
in the School of Media and 
Public Aff airs, rescheduled 
a quiz in his broadcast 
news writing course and 
instead held an open dis-
cussion on how the media 
failed in correctly predict-
ing the election’s winner. 
Most polls and pundits had 
predicted a Clinton victory 
in the days leading up to 
the election.
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What’s next?
Blocks from the White House, students 
are concerned about President-elect 
Trump and their futures.

“We have a long 
� ght ahead of us, 
and we have to 

care for ourselves 
and each other, in 

big ways and small 
ways.”

ANDREW ZIMMERMAN
Professor of history

Offi cials personalize 
strategy to increase 
student retention at GW
EMMA TYRRELL
STAFF WRITER

To keep students at GW, offi  cials are 
making their work personal.

Oliver Street, the executive director of 
enrollment retention, was hired in August 
as the fi rst person ever to hold the position 
and said he is measuring retention holis-
tically, rather than relying on numerical 
data. Street said he plans to increase reten-
tion by collaborating with academic and 
administrative departments and meeting 
with students one-on-one to better under-
stand why they stay at GW or why they 
might want to leave.

Retention – or keeping students at GW 
to make sure they graduate – has been a 
priority for University President Steven 
Knapp and other top offi  cials over the 
past year. And because GW’s operating 
revenue is roughly 60 percent dependent 
on tuition dollars, offi  cials are fi nancially 
motivated to keep students on campus.

“We’ll be looking at individual stu-
dents, the actual GWIDs and names, go-
ing student by student who is not here 
and was here to try to ensure they have 
the support and resources necessary to be 
successful,” Street said.

Street said he is examining “social 
engagement data” by speaking with stu-
dents and administrators to gauge how 
their eff orts work. 

“I’m always asking students ‘what 
is your experience like?,’” he said. “I’m 
getting thousands of pieces of data every 

time I talk to those students and do those 
activities.”

Street said that he interacts with stu-
dents often by attending student organi-
zation meetings and as a faculty in resi-
dence in Mitchell Hall.

With an already high retention rate of 
93 percent – which is higher than peer in-
stitutions like Boston and New York uni-
versities – Street said his goal is for GW to 
increase that rate in small but steady incre-
ments to improve both graduation rates 
and students’ success.

Street said because it can take years for 
retention data to be fi nalized and released 
– the most current numbers available are 
for the Class of 2009 – he will gauge the 
offi  ce’s success based on individual con-
versations with students. For example, if a 
student who was thinking of leaving GW 
decides to stay, he said he would speak 
with that student about that experience 
and what led to the decision.

Laurie Koehler, the vice provost for 
enrollment management and retention, 
said students are often infl uenced to stay 
or leave GW based on factors that cannot 
be explained by data, like a sense of com-
munity.

“We ultimately know every student 
who we admit to this institution is capable 
of being successful here,” Koehler said. 
“We know they are capable academically. 
But there are all sorts of reasons a student 
might not stay that aren’t related to aca-
demics, or they are, so how can we make 
sure every student leaves here having had 
a good experience and a degree?”
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for more about 
faculty’s reaction to 
the election results.H
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VISUALIZED BY YONAH BROMBERG GABER | GRAPHICS EDITOR

Catharsis, an event intended as a vigil to heal from any trauma, was supposed to feature a large controlled bon� re until the National 
Park Service denied the event a permit, according to DCist. The dragon Abraxas was one of the event’s multiple large-scale art pieces.

History department changes major 
requirements to draw in students

News
November 14, 2016 • Page 2

CRIME LOG
STALKING
Strong Hall
10/31/2016 - 6:16 p.m.
Case closed
A female student reported to the 
University Police Department that 
she received a text message from an 
individual whom she recently fi led a 
complaint for stalking against.
Referred to MPD

WEAPONS VIOLATION
Somers Hall
11/02/2016 - 9:45 - 10:30 p.m.
Case Closed
UPD responded to a report of a 
female student in Somers Hall in 
possession of a taser. UPD spoke 
with the female student who said 
she received the taser from a friend 
who is not affi  liated with GW. UPD 
confi scated the taser and turned it 
over to MPD.
Referred to MPD

DESTRUCTION OF PROPERTY/
VANDALISM
Clark Hall
11/02/2016 - 9:15 p.m. - Midnight
Case closed
UPD noticed that the exterior wall 
of Clark Hall was damaged. UPD 
spoke with a student in the area, who 
admitted to throwing an object at the 
building which caused the damage.
Referred to DSA

THEFT
Public Property on campus (2000 
Block of G Street)
10/27/2016 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Open case
A student reported to UPD that she 
locked her bike to a bike rack near 
2020 G St. but that it was gone when 
she returned.

BURGLARY/ASSAULT WITH A 
DANGEROUS WEAPON
Off  campus
11/03/2016 - 8:45 p.m. to 1:16 a.m.
Case closed
A student reported to UPD that 
he was assaulted by a person with 
a weapon and that his room was 
burglarized. MPD was notifi ed about 
the incident and a report was made.
Referred to MPD

LIQUOR LAW VIOLATION
Marvin Center
11/05/2016 - 12:04 a.m.
Case closed
UPD observed an intoxicated student 
in the lobby area of the third fl oor. He 
was assessed and transported to GW 
Hospital for treatment.
Referred to DSA

THREATS IN A MENACING 
MANNER
Marvin Center
11/05/2016 - 12:04 a.m.
Case closed
UPD observed an intoxicated student 
in the lobby area of the third fl oor. He 
was assessed and transported to GW 
Hospital for treatment.
Referred to DSA

—Compiled by James Levinson

TOTAL LIVING 
VETERANS
19.3 million

HOMELESS VETERANS
39,471

PEACETIME

4.4 million

KOREA

2.0 million

VIETNAM

7.0 million

WOMEN

1.6 million

MEN

17.7 million

WWII

1.1 million
GULF WAR–NOW

5.5 million

Veterans
by the 
numbers

Sources: U.S. Census Bureau and U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development
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Katrin Schultheiss, the chair of the history department, said that declining enrollment in the department 
made faculty rethink the major’s requirements.

Students majoring in his-
tory now have a more fl ex-
ible curriculum, which fac-
ulty members said they hope 
will attract more majors to a 
shrinking department.

History majors no longer 
have to take foreign language 
classes or classes on Euro-
pean, North American and 
U.S. history and can choose to 
specialize in a topic or region. 
The changes allow students 
to tailor their academic plans 
to better refl ect a globalizing 
world and its impact on the 
study of history, faculty said.

Katrin Schultheiss, the 
chair of the history depart-
ment, said faculty made the 
changes to the requirements 
largely due to enrollment 
pressures. She said by becom-
ing more fl exible and more 
responsive to students’ inter-
ests, the department hopes to 
recruit more students.

“I think the main gain 
for students is that they have 
a great deal more fl exibil-
ity than they had before, and 
they can adapt it to whatever 
their plans are for the future,” 
Schultheiss said. “Whatever 
they want to do, there’s a way 
to make the history depart-
ment work for them.”

The history department 
had 153 majors in 2011, but 
enrollment has dropped sig-
nifi cantly since then: Only 72 
undergraduate students ma-
jored in history in 2015 and 83 
students majored in 2016, ac-
cording to GW’s institutional 
research offi  ce.

Individual school fund-
ing is linked to the number of 
students taking classes in that 
school under the University’s 
new budget model – which 
can put pressure on depart-
ments to recruit students 
to bring in revenue for the 
school.

The new requirements 
for the history major mandate 
that students take at least one 
introductory course, a ma-
jor’s introductory seminar, 

eight to 10 upper-level his-
tory courses and complete a 
thesis or capstone project, ac-
cording to the department’s 
website.

Of the upper-level class-
es, one must be focused on a 
time period before 1750 and 
three must be in three dif-
ferent regions of the world, 
including Europe, North 
America, Africa, Asia, Latin 
America and the Middle East. 
Students are also required to 
take a theory or methods-
based course that deals with 
subjects not tied to geogra-
phy, like digital history. 

Schultheiss said elimi-
nating the foreign language 
requirement was one of the 
ways the department hoped 
to recruit on-the-fence stu-
dents to the major. Some 
students had said the require-
ment was one of the reasons 
they didn’t pursue history 
majors, and knowing a lan-
guage didn’t help them in 
their history courses, she said.

Denver Brunsman, an 
associate professor of his-
tory and the director of un-
dergraduate services for the 

department, said letting stu-
dents take courses focused 
on other regions allows the 
program to approach history 
from a global perspective.

“I think an important 
change in the history major 
has been to make our major 
actually refl ect the fi eld of 
history the way that histori-
ans study it now,” Brunsman 
said. “In the past – and I think 
our old standards refl ected 
this – it was very common 
to have students take a class 
in American history, in Euro-
pean history and maybe, just 
maybe, something else, an-
other part of the world.”

The department also be-
gan allowing students to cre-
ate digital capstone projects, 
rather than write thesis pa-
pers, Brunsman added.

“We have our fi rst stu-
dents who are going to be 
doing the alternative to the 
senior thesis, which is excit-
ing,” he said. “Students are 
building websites. I haven’t 
heard of any documentaries 
yet, but we’re ready for it.”

Beyond changing the 
degree’s requirements, the 

department now allows stu-
dents to concentrate on cer-
tain subjects within history 
– like military history, wom-
en’s history or geographic 
regions.

Thomas Long, an assis-
tant history professor and the 
coordinator for undergradu-
ate advising for the depart-
ment, said students may now 
specialize in any subject re-
lated to history by taking six 
upper-level courses on relat-
ed subjects that are approved 
by an adviser.

He said this option opens 
the door for history majors 
to eff ectively work in diff er-
ent fi elds after graduation 
because they will have more 
in-depth knowledge on a 
subject.

“If you are interested in 
international aff airs, in for-
eign aff airs, and you want to 
do an East Asian concentra-
tion at the Elliott School and 
you can specialize in East 
Asian history, you are going 
to be better qualifi ed than 
the run-of-the-mill graduate 
when you get out of here,” 
Long said.

LILY WERLINICH
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GW Law School wants 
to show how much recogni-
tion faculty get in newspa-
pers or on TV.

A new law school web-
site, called “For the Record,” 
highlights law faculty who 
are quoted in the media, 
complete scholarship or hold 
leadership roles outside of 
their positions in the school. 
As law schools compete to 
recruit a from a dwindling 
pool of applicants, faculty 
and experts said finding new 
ways to highlight faculty ex-
pertise can bring the school 
prestige and attention.

Law school officials de-
clined to comment on when 
and why the website was 
created, why it is important 
to track and highlight num-
bers like this, how faculty 
are encouraged to speak to 
media outlets, create schol-
arly work or hold leadership 
roles in organizations and 
how this level of faculty ex-
posure can improve a law 
school’s reputation.

The law school has been 
consistently ranked as a top-
tier program and is currently 
tied for the 25th ranking by 
U.S. News and World Re-
port.

Neil H. Buchanan, an 
economist and law professor, 
is among those faculty mem-
bers listed on the site and is 
frequently interviewed by 
members of the media. Bu-
chanan writes his own blog, 
Dorf on Law, as well as for 
a legal website called The 
Verdict, on which he mainly 
focuses on economic policy 
and politics.

Buchanan said interact-
ing with the media improves 
the law school’s national 
reputation and professors’ 
interactions with faculty 

from other schools because 
they recognize GW law pro-
fessors who are regularly 
featured in the news.

“In terms of the most 
sort of bottom line concerns 
about a law school’s reputa-
tion, scholarly assessments 
of the school’s reputation 
play a big part in ranking 
systems,” Buchanan said. 
“When I engage with the 
media I’m doing it because 
I think I have something to 
offer, but it’s absolutely un-
deniable that when I do that 
it ends up putting GW Law’s 
name out there.”

Buchanan said reporters 
often do not know the in-
ner workings of tax policies 
or constitutional law, which 
makes law experts integral 
to reporting complex topics.

“Part of being in a uni-
versity, public or private, 
our job is essentially to be 
informed in a way that we 
can assist the public in try-
ing to understand issues that 
would otherwise be too easy 
to obscure for politicians 
who would prefer to operate 
in the darkness and in igno-
rance,” Buchanan said.

Aside from writing 
scholarly articles or being 
interviewed in the media, 
several law faculty members 
hold leadership positions 
outside of the school. Twen-
ty-two faculty members who 
have held leadership roles in 
the Association of American 
Law Schools, according to 
the school’s new webpage.

Buchanan currently 
serves as the co-chair of the 
tax group within the pro-
fessional Law and Society 
Association. The group is 
made up of “sociolegal” law 
professors and scholars, who 
seek to understand the law 
in social contexts.

“That’s something that 
I’m quite proud of and that 

has been very successful in 
terms of helping the Univer-
sity and the law school and 
doing it in a way that con-
nects it to the other scholars 
at other universities, and 
ultimately to policymakers 
and to real people’s lives,” 
Buchanan said.

John Banzhaf, a profes-
sor of public interest law, 
said the impact of faculty 
engagement with articles 
and the media comes from 
quotations and op-eds that 
incite activism, not from law 
reviews or scholarly articles.

Banzhaf teaches a course 
called legal activism, in 
which he said students learn 
how to be activist lawyers by 
choosing an issue and bring-
ing about legal action. Ban-
zhaf said that he teaches his 
students how to effectively 
use the media to make an 
impact for their cause.

“I see [the media] as as a 
tool and as a weapon,” Ban-
zhaf said. “It’s not just writ-
ing an article for the sake of 
writing an article. It’s using 
it as a targeted tool and as a 
targeted weapon to achieve a 
particular results.”

Banzhaf said he did this 
himself several years ago 
when he wrote a three-page 
letter, which eventually led 
to a ruling by the Federal 
Communications Commis-
sion: For every three ciga-
rette commercials aired, 
there must be room for one 
anti-smoking message. Ban-
zhaf said he had originally 
planned to be a patent law-
yer but changed his mind 
after seeing how his words 
made a difference.

“So I decided I’m not go-
ing to spend my life crank-
ing out patents and litigat-
ing patents,” he said. I was 
going to use my legal skills 
to do something, to achieve 
something.”
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New law school website 
features faculty media work

University quiet on water conservation progress
Officials are declining 

to provide information on 
whether or not the University 
achieved one of its main wa-
ter conservation goals almost 
five months after the dead-
line passed.

The University pledged 
to reduce spending on plastic 
water bottles by 50 percent 
by the end of fiscal year 2016, 
which ended in June, accord-
ing to the GWater Plan. The 
next deadline in the plan is 
for total potable, or drinking 
and plumbing, water con-
sumption by the University 
to be reduced by 25 percent 
by the end of fiscal year 2018.

These are two of eight 
water conservation goals in 
the GWater Plan, an ongo-
ing water conservation plan 
University President Steven 
Knapp instituted in 2011. The 
program’s goal is to reduce 
GW’s effects on the Potomac 
and Anacostia rivers’ water-
sheds by 2021 by reducing 
water use, capturing rainwa-
ter and reducing contami-
nants in campus water.

The GWater plan was 
touted as “one of the most 
comprehensive plans for wa-
ter sustainability issued by 

an American university,” at 
the time of its publication on 
Earth Day in 2011, according 
to the Office of Sustainabil-
ity’s website. But without 
progress reports or publicly 
available data, experts say 
it is difficult to determine 
whether officials will be able 
to accomplish the plan’s 
goals.

University spokesman 
Timothy Pierce declined to 
comment on how much wa-
ter GW used last year.

Pierce said GW has made 
progress in reducing water 
usage by adding water-ef-
ficient upgrades to faucets, 
shower heads and toilets 
in academic and residence 
buildings.

Sustainability is consid-
ered in all new construction 
projects and renovations 
on campus, which are built 
based on environmental stan-
dards set by the U.S. Green 
Building Council, he said. 
Pierce said the Leadership in 
Energy and Environmental 
Design  standards for water-
efficient plumbing result in a 
30 to 40 percent decrease in 
water usage University-wide.

In 2013, GW started reno-
vating older residence halls 
on campus, but only some of 
those renovations included 

replacing old bathroom fix-
tures with water-efficient ap-
pliances, according to the GW 
Housing website. Residence 
halls and academic buildings 
make up for 63 percent of wa-
ter use on campus, according 
to the GWater Plan.

The University has been 
reducing plastic water use by 
requiring water bottle spig-
ots to be installed with new 
drinking fountains. GW in-
stalled water fountain filters 
in the law school in lieu of the 
usual plastic water coolers in 
2011 and started a reusable 
water bottle rental program 
in 2012.

Pierce declined to say 
how much money programs 
spent on bottled water last 
year and the year the GWater 
Plan was implemented.

Experts said that al-
though the goals in the water 
conservation plan are attain-
able, the sustainability office 
should be transparent about 
water usage to encourage the 
campus community to reach 
those goals.

Mark Gold, the associate 
vice chancellor of environ-
ment and sustainability at 
the University of California at 
Los Angeles, said monitoring 
water usage and making the 
data visible helps community 

members be aware of their 
water usage.

“Metering all your build-
ings so that the real-time wa-
ter use is known is something 
I think is very important,” 
Gold said. “If you know how 
much water you’re using, 
you’re going to use less.”

Upmanu Lall, the direc-

tor of the Columbia Water 
Center at Columbia Univer-
sity, said active student par-
ticipation is key to conserving 
potable water.

Students have spear-
headed water conservation 
projects across campus in the 
past few years. The Depart-
ment of Energy and Envi-

ronment awarded $5,900 to 
the GroW Garden, a student 
organization, to install a rain-
water collection system in 
July. And past candidates for 
Student Association leader-
ship positions have included 
the addition of more water 
bottle fillers on campus in 
their platforms.
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Anti-Trump protests 
dominate campus
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University spokesman Timothy Pierce said GW is taking inventory of water fountains and bottle 
fillers on campus.
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John Banzhaf, a professor of public interest law, said faculty have more of an impact by being 
quoted in articles or writing op-eds than by writing scholarly articles.
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Black Women’s Forum, said she felt uncer-
tain of the legacy of the Obama administra-
tion, especially First Lady Michelle Obama 
who is an inspiration for young black wom-
an.

Allied in Pride President Ciaran Lith-
gow said LGBT students have expressed 
fear of hate crimes against their community 
and Vice President-elect Mike Pence’s pub-
lic support of “conversion therapy.”

“There were several people posting 
sad messages who were in our community 
about wanting to go back into the closet, 
about not feeling safe outside anymore, not 
feeling OK to go out and be queer in pub-
lic,” Lithgow said. “We want to make sure 
that they know that campus is a safe place 
for them to be out.”

Political backlash
The Republican victory especially came 

as a surprise to GW College Democrats 
leaders. The chapter often promotes itself 
as the largest College Democrats chapter 
in the country and held several campaign 
trips to support Hillary Clinton throughout 
the semester.

Levi Debose, the vice president of com-
munication for College Democrats, said 
students seemed disheartened as they 
struggled to put their faith in a man whose 
remarks had offended many of them.

“It is tough to say, ‘I respect my presi-
dent’ when your president does not respect 
you or your background or your people or 
your person,” Debose said.

But Debose said while some students 
are struggling to come to terms with 
Trump’s election, they should respect the 
office and the sanctity of the electoral pro-
cess. Debose wanted members of College 
Democrats to be open to what Trump could 
bring to the nation’s highest office, he said.

“But if he stands against the values we 
consider as Americans, then we do have to 
stand up and fight back. We cannot be apa-
thetic in any way,” he said.

Allison Coukos, the public relations 
chair for the College Republicans, said 
members of the group are now fully en-
dorsing the president-elect after remaining 
neutral during the campaign.

Coukos said since Election Day, mem-
bers of the organization have been spit on, 
slapped and told they deserve to die. She 
said these instances – which have not been 
independently confirmed by The Hatchet 
– were not only frightening but go against 
what both Clinton and U.S. President 
Barack Obama have encouraged in their 
post-election remarks: to keep an open 
mind and find ways to move forward.

“If you want to move past this election 
and move towards progress and towards 

equality and tolerance, treating your class-
mates like they are the scum of the earth 
because of their political opinion is not the 
way to do it,” Coukos said.

Moving forward
Even after sharing their concerns and 

uncertainty, student organizations’ over-
whelming response to the election was a 
collective call to action.

Since election night, students have been 
involved in near-daily protests and gather-
ings on or near campus. Students first for-
mally gathered in reaction to the election in 
Kogan Plaza Wednesday night.

“What I saw in Kogan is literally beau-
tiful,” Mir, the Pakistani Student Asso-
ciation president said. “It was people from 
cross sections of races, ethnicities, religious 
groups, a lot of the LGBT community and 
allies all coming out and were there for each 
other.”

Student Association leaders said in the 
anxious climate, they encourage students 
with concerns surrounding safety and in-
clusivity on campus to meet with SA sena-
tors to turn emotions into activism.

“I think that there are a lot of unknowns, 
and we are going to have to see what Trump 
does,” SA Executive Vice President Thomas 
Falcigno said. “It is hard to address the fears 
of the unknown, and sometimes those are 
the most dangerous things.”

“This movement is bigger than one hu-
man being,” Pranav Nanda, the president 
of gun control advocacy group Colonials 
Demand Action, said. “The real defeat 
would not be that President-elect Trump 
was elected. The real defeat would be 
Americans who supported this movement 
suddenly looked at it as a defeat.”

Yesenia Yepez, the outreach director 
of the Mexican Students Association, said 
there have always been and will always be 
those people who do not want to under-
stand multicultural perspectives. 

And Veronica Zutic, the president of 
the Association of Queer Women and Al-
lies, said the LGBT community on campus 
is already planning to campaign for Demo-
cratic candidates in the midterm elections.

“Our community has been through 
worse in the past,” Zutic said. “We have 
suffered through administrations that ig-
nored us and put us on the wayside and ig-
nored our health and well-being. We have 
come out of that stronger.”

Al-Saleh, the president of the Muslim 
Students Association, said the election re-
sults served as a wake-up call for students 
to speak out against hatred.

“I really do believe that he is unifying 
us,” Al-Saleh said. “I think that Trump is 
unifying minorities and unifying people 
that are being discriminated against. We 
have a common ground.”

AARON SCHWARTZ | HATCHET PHOTOGRAPHER
A candlelight vigil was held outside the White House on Saturday night.
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Sky Singer
Writer

Every student has care-
fully assembled a list 
of courses for the up-

coming semester and woken 
up before dawn to frantically 
type numbers into an online 
form in order to score a seat 
in those classes.

Students map out sched-
ules to fulfill their require-
ments and make time for 
internships or jobs the next 
semester. But even when we 
plan out the ideal schedules, 
we know the familiar feeling 
of disappointment when we 
watch our dream classes – or 
classes we need to graduate 
– fill up.

Of course, other students 
and I don’t expect to get into 
every single class we want. 
But too often, we are kept out 
of classes based on whose in-
ternet is faster or how early 
we woke up. Therefore, GW 
should implement a registra-
tion process that more fairly 
and systematically assigns 
students their classes. GW’s 
current registration system 
gives preference to students 
with faster internet connec-
tions, rather than to students 
who need classes to fulfill 
their majors’ requirements. 
The University can change 
this by using an online pro-
gram that takes students’ 
grade levels and majors into 
consideration during regis-
tration.

Some universities, in-
cluding the University of 
Pennsylvania, use a class 
registration system that isn’t 
on a first-come, first-serve 
basis. Penn uses a program 
called InTouch, an online 
processing system equiva-
lent to GW’s Banweb, to 
register for classes. Students 
have two weeks to submit a 
list of classes they want for 
the upcoming semester that 
are organized by preference 
through InTouch. Students 

also offer alternative courses 
they want to take if they 
don’t get their first choices. 
Taking into consideration 
students’ grade levels, the 
program determines what 
classes students enroll in.

Vassar College has a 
similar registration process 
to Penn’s. Students are re-
quired to meet with advis-
ers before they submit their 
class preferences, and then 
students are assigned to their 
preferred classes based on 
their majors and years. For 
example, a political science 
major submitting a request 
for a political science course 
in their major will have pref-
erence over a student who is 
a biology major. Regardless 
of students’ class years, it 
doesn’t make sense that a se-
nior majoring in internation-
al affairs is able to register 
for an English elective that 
a sophomore English major 
may need. Allowing stu-
dents to prioritize classes as 
they fit into their long-term 
academic plans would help 
establish a registration sys-
tem that is more considerate 
of students’ academic needs.

Though Vassar and 
Penn have different student 
bodies and administrators 
than those at GW, our insti-
tution can make changes to 
the registration process that 
will help students get classes 
they both want and need. 
Of course, it’s easier for Vas-
sar to require each student 

to meet with their advisers 
before class registration be-
cause the Vassar’s under-
graduate student body is 
about a fourth of GW’s. But 
if Penn – which has a compa-
rable undergraduate student 
body to GW – is able to make 
registration a stress-free pro-
cess, GW should, too.

As students, classes 
should be some of the most 
important aspects, if not the 
most important aspects, of 
our college experiences. Tak-
ing classes that we are inter-
ested in and count as credits 
toward our majors help us 
enjoy the time we spend 
learning about the subjects. 
Our interest and desire to be 
in classes motivate us to put 
in the work to get as much 
out of it as we can.

We all understand and 
accept that students have to 
take classes they don’t like. 
But the purpose of a regis-
tration system is to priori-
tize which classes we want 
and offer alternative courses 
to give students more con-
trol over even their default 
schedule. Of course, a reg-
istration system like Penn’s 
or Vassar’s does take stu-
dent choice out of the mix. 
At a school like GW where 
so many students work or 
intern, it makes sense that 
students would want to 
choose courses that are held 
on certain days of the week. 
A new registration system at 
GW would have to take that 
into consideration.

Classes play an integral 
role in student life at GW, 
and administrators should 
make sure we have the most 
effective means of setting 
out our academic plans. Es-
tablishing a more organized 
and fair system – that isn’t a 
race to enter CRN numbers 
on a website that crashes 
– will give students a fair 
chance to take classes they 
need and that most interest 
them.

 —Sky Singer, a junior ma-
joring in political science, is a 
Hatchet opinions writer.

GW should stop asking applicants 
about felony convictions

GW’s class registration system 
should consider students’ majors

Adjunct professors should better 
utilize real-world experience in courses

Cartoon by Lauren Roll

As an international 
affairs major, I have 
taken multiple 

classes with professors who 
have had hands-on experi-
ences working in the federal 
government, international 
organizations, non-govern-
mental organizations, think 
tanks or the media.

Adjunct professors are 
professors who are hired 
by a university based on 
skills they acquired in non-
academic settings, and they 
often simultaneously work 
in other fields while they 
teach.

Adjunct professors in 
the social sciences and hu-
manities should transfer 
the skills and knowledge 
gained through their pro-
fessional experiences to the 
classroom. More often, uni-
versities are hiring profes-
sors to teach part-time while 
they continue their careers. 
Though GW is veering 
away from this trend by pri-
oritizing the hiring of full-
time faculty over adjunct 
professors to strengthen the 
University’s academic pro-
grams, officials can work 
on improving the quality of 
courses already taught by 
adjunct faculty members.

In my experience, a 
course’s content and a pro-
fessor’s teaching style are 
not significantly different 
when a professor is an ad-
junct professor compared 
to when a professor has 
an academic background. 
Many adjunct faculty mem-
bers have the added expe-
rience of working in their 
fields of specialization, but 
the real-world experience 
isn’t always reflected in 
their courses’ content. The 
University can take steps to 
bridge this gap and, in the 
process, distinguish itself 
from other institutions by 

making the most of adjunct 
faculty members’ training 
and knowledge.

The main appeal of 
professors in practice is 
their ability to teach stu-
dents how their courses 
apply to the real world by 
giving students examples 
from their own professions. 
Working adjunct professors 
can bridge the gap between 
education and employment, 
but GW needs to provide 
better infrastructure to en-
hance their potential.

GW should require ad-
junct faculty members to 
create course syllabi that 
include classroom applica-
tions of real-world experi-
ences. For example, adjunct 
professors could include 
workplace simulations dur-
ing class meetings.

Apart from adjunct pro-
fessors designing courses 
that reflect their skills and 
experiences, they should 
mentor and advise students 
to help them find intern-
ships and jobs. This would 
be a direct way to demon-
strate how their coursework 
is applied to the job market. 
Professors could also incor-
porate skills like writing lit-
erature reviews and policy 
memos that are directly re-
lated to course material.

Georgetown University 
offers a course called the 
development incubator, in 
which co-directors of the 

Georgetown University Ini-
tiative on Innovation, De-
velopment and Evaluation 
mentor students in con-
ducting empirical research 
and innovation in develop-
ment economics and impact 
evaluation. The class allows 
students to gain real-world 
experience in their chosen 
field by working directly 
with professors. Adjunct 
faculty members at GW 
should work with students 
in a similar way.

The University of Cali-
fornia San Diego also cre-
ated a professor of practice 
series in 2013, and its first 
appointment was a U.S. 
Marines veteran and Cali-
fornia State Assemblyman 
Nathan Fletcher. While 
teaching at UCSD, Fletcher 
engaged with students 
beyond the classroom by 
advising and mentoring 
students and connecting 
them with internships and 
job opportunities. Many ad-
junct professors at GW have 
professional contacts they 
could connect to students. 
Furthermore, it should be 
every professor’s goal to 
mentor their students be-
yond just teaching them.

I’m sure plenty of ad-
junct faculty members at 
GW already focus on prac-
tical application in their 
courses. But there is a lack 
of standardization about 
expectations when it comes 
to such faculty members’ 
courses, and GW is missing 
out on the potential of this 
group of faculty.

Adjunct professors 
should focus on practical ap-
plication of subjects during 
their courses and in times 
outside of class. GW can eas-
ily standardize how adjunct 
faculty members teach and 
use their real-world experi-
ences in the classroom, and 
students will get more out of 
these classes.

 —Shwetha Srinivasan, a 
junior double-majoring in in-
ternational affairs and econom-
ics, is a Hatchet columnist.

Many students probably 
think nothing of checking off 
yet another box on college 
applications – even the box 
next to the question “Have 
you ever been convicted of a 
felony?”

Most swiftly check “no” 
and move on to the next sec-
tion. But for some applicants, 
that small box can be the dif-
ference between applying 
and being buried in paper-
work – or being too discour-
aged to apply to a university 
at all.

It’s time GW bans the 
box.

“Banning the box” isn’t a 
new idea. In December 2014, 
Syracuse, N.Y.’s city council 
passed a Ban the Box ordi-
nance that requires the city 
and contractors doing busi-
ness in the city to not ask job 
applicants about criminal 
convictions until applicants 
have tentative job offers.

More recently, the State 
University of New York 
system’s board of trustees 
voted to remove any ques-
tions about felony convic-
tions from undergraduate 
applications, citing concerns 
that the question posed bar-
riers for prospective students. 
SUNY’s move is progressive, 
and GW should be the first 

private institution to follow 
their lead.

In the SUNY model, stu-
dents who are admitted to 
one of the system’s univer-
sities are asked to disclose 
whether they have commit-
ted a felony if they’re ap-
plying for on-campus hous-
ing or if they later apply to 
study abroad. This model is 
a healthy balance between 
student comfort and safety 
and giving every applicant 
a fair chance. A student with 
a criminal record may af-
fect a learning environment 
because he or she can bring 
new ideas and perspectives 
to any given topic. However, 
that doesn’t mean that other 
students should have to feel 
uncomfortable in their resi-
dence hall rooms. In a GW 
model, therefore, officials 
should take students’ violent 
criminal histories into consid-
eration when assigning on-
campus housing.

University spokeswom-
an Maralee Csellar said ad-
missions officials currently 
use the Common Applica-
tion’s question about felonies 
but consider applicants holis-
tically.

“As a residential campus 
we believe it’s important to 
balance ensuring a safe cam-

pus community while not 
making admission decisions 
based simply upon how a 
student checks one box,” 
Csellar wrote in an email.

Even though felons 
could still be admitted to the 
University, there’s a stigma 
around the word “felony.” 
When people hear the word, 
they might imagine a stereo-
typed image of who a felon 
is. Rarely do people stop and 
think about what a felon’s 
crime was and consider that 
he or she might want to turn 
over a new leaf.

People who have been 
convicted of felonies who 
want to go through higher 
education should be reward-
ed for making the effort to 
rehabilitate themselves af-
ter serving the time for their 
crimes. They want to make 
something of themselves, in-
stead of falling back into pat-
terns that would land them to 
prison again.

And we all probably 
know someone who has com-
mitted an act of vandalism or 
has been publicly intoxicated. 
Those are felonies, yet we still 
go to school and live with 
these people. We find them 
OK because they blend in 
with the rest of the students 
on campus. However, those 

who have been convicted of 
any level of felony might be 
uncomfortable disclosing it 
on an application out of fear 
of judgment.

Already, students who 
disclose felonies on their ap-
plications are generally not 
taken out of consideration 
for admission. A 2015 study 
found nearly nine out of ten 
applicants with disclosed fel-
onies ultimately were admit-
ted to a SUNY college. How-
ever, that’s only the statistic 
for students who can finish 
the application. After check-
ing the box, applicants must 
complete an overwhelming 
amount of paperwork. More 
than 62 percent of students 
who check the box don’t 
complete their applications.

This self-reporting tactic 
might make applicants feel 
less worthy of applying to a 
university. And many of these 
applicants may have commit-
ted offenses that shouldn’t 
keep them from interacting 
with other students.

It’s likely that most stu-
dents who would disclose a 
felony aren’t violent crimi-
nals. Those who have com-
mitted murders or sexual 
crimes aren’t likely to be in 
financial or living situations 
that would allow them to 

enroll in a university. People 
convicted of sex crimes have 
to register where they live 
and have certain parameters 
that regulate how close they 
can be to children and mem-
bers of certain communities. 
School Without Walls is in-
tegrated with the Foggy Bot-
tom campus, so the risk of 
registered sexual predators 
coming to GW is slim.

It’s understandable that, 
upon first hearing about it, 
banning the box might make 
some students or parents 

uncomfortable. But we can’t 
afford to be closed-minded. 
We’re members of a pro-
gressive university, and we 
should want to expand our 
perspectives by making GW 
accessible to all kinds of stu-
dents. A person is not a dan-
ger to a university because 
he or she made a poor choice 
and then made up for their 
choices.

It’s time officials judge 
applicants based on their cur-
rent merits, not on their past 
mistakes.

GW’s current 
registration system 

gives preference 
to students with 
faster internet 

connections, rather 
than to students 

who need classes to 
fulfill their majors’ 

requirements.

Adjunct professors 
in the social 
sciences and 

humanities should 
transfer the skills 

and knowledge 
gained through 

their professional 
experiences to the 

classroom.

Shwetha Srinivasan
Columnist
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WHAT’S TRENDING 
THIS WEEK #THANKYOUFORYOURSERVICE

NATIONAL PRESS CLUB 
BOOK FAIR & AUTHOR’S 
NIGHT
National Press Club Headquarters
Nov. 18 • $10 
Enjoy a night of pols, pundits and 
prose at the National Press Club’s 
39th annual event.

DECK THE HALLS: ALL 
CRAFTS CONSIDERED
NPR Headquarters
Nov. 15 • Free
Check out this one-day holiday 
bazaar featuring trinkets made 
by local artisans.

Fat Pete’s BBQ brings Southern classics to Foggy Bottom 

On a Friday afternoon, 
the area near 18th and H 
streets is a more subdued 
atmosphere than the bus-
tling streets in the heart of 
Foggy Bottom. Lawyers 
and business profession-
als make their way to grab 
a quick bite before head-
ing back to the office, and 
college students stroll the 
perimeter between classes 
in search of an alternative 
to their food truck lunch 
ritual.

If you’re one of those 
students in search of a 
relaxed and fast barbe-
cue fix, look no further 
than Fat Pete’s Barbecue, 
which recently opened 
a new location near 18th 
and H streets.

Fat Pete’s is all about 
southern comfort, as re-
flected by its menu filled 
with hearty entrees.

I ordered a pulled 
chicken sandwich ($6.99) 
with a side of BBQ beans 
($3.25 for 8 ounces).

The food was ready 
in no time at all. With 
the array of six different 
types of sauces – sweet, 
spicy, Texas mop, Ala-
bama white, Carolina vin-
egar and South Carolina 

mustard – for your meat, 
you won’t want to wait a 
minute longer to dig in. 
I recommend mixing the 
sweet and spicy sauces 
for a tangy yet peppery 
concoction.

If the sweet sauce is 
just a little too sweet for 
your taste buds, try the 
Texas mop with subtle 
sour notes. The Alabama 
white is a mild comple-
ment to anything too 
spicy, while the South 
Carolina mustard can 
turn up the heat with a 
play on classic dijon.

The pulled chicken 
was definitely satisfying – 
it was moist and flavorful, 
with a lingering smoky 
essence. The beans echoed 
the smoky taste of the 
meat and were a warm, 
creamy pairing.

I also stole a bite of my 
roommate’s side of maca-
roni and cheese ($3.25 for 
8 ounces). It tasted rather 
bland, and the ratio of 
cheese to pasta was far 
too low on the cheese. The 
group’s consensus was 
that the dish wasn’t stel-
lar – even Whole Foods’ 
mac and cheese is a better 
choice to satisfy your crav-
ing – but it did comple-
ment the fl avorful meat.

My roommates, who 

dined with me, ordered 
the pulled pork, smoked 
chicken and smoked tur-
key, and each received 
high praise.

Other sides include 
potato salad, macaroni 
salad and coleslaw. And 
for dessert, you can try a 
classic Mississippi mud 
pie ($3.50 for a small serv-
ing).

The ambiance of Fat 
Pete’s is best described 
as laid-back country with 
an urban twist to attract 
D.C.’s young profession-
als. The brick exterior and 
interior accents contribute 
to the rustic aesthetic.

Counter seating is 
available around the pe-
rimeter of the restaurant, 
though the majority of the 
seating is outdoors.

While limited in seat-
ing in comparison to the 
Cleveland Park location, 
which is more sit down 
restaurant-style, Fat 
Pete’s Foggy Bottom es-
tablishment is perfect for 
grab-and-go barbecue on 
your lunch hour.

Overall, Fat Pete’s is 
the perfect place to grab 
a quick lunch before your 
next lecture. Though the 
side dishes aren’t stand-
out, the entrees make up 
for it.

LEAH POTTER 
HATCHET WRITER

ETHAN STOLER | HATCHET PHOTOGRAPHER
Fat Pete’s BBQ, which just opened a location on H and 18th streets, serves up Southern classics like 
pulled pork and cornbread.

REGINA PARK, CRYSTEL SYLVESTER & GRACE GANNON
STAFF WRITERS

KATHY KARLSON ART 
SHOW OPENING
Hera Hub D.C.
Nov. 18 • Free
View local artist Kathy Karlson’s 
paintings followed by a wine 
and cheese reception.

HOW TO MELT AWAY POST-ELECTION STRESS

GETTING AWAY IN 
NATURE

For some students, the U.S. presidential election cycle been going on since they arrived on campus. 
And even for those who have been students longer than that, the campaign season seemed endless. But 
now the election whirlwind is finally over: no more nights of studying interrupted by debates or pressure 
to keep up with constant poll analysis.

For many students, the results of the election have only caused more stress, so it’s especially impor-
tant to find ways to take care of yourself and make it through the end of the semester in good mental 
and physical health. Here are some ways to help with political panic or exhaustion. From taking a hike 
to deleting your account, you should be feeling refreshed by the time Thanksgiving break rolls around.

If you have the time and a Zipcar ac-
count, take a walk through the winter 
wonderland of Meadowlark Botanical 
Gardens to distract yourself from post-
election gloom.

The Meadowlark Botanical Gardens, 
located in Vienna, Va., are beautiful dur-
ing the spring and summer months with 
their cobblestone walkways, sprawling 
green fi elds spotted with seasonal fl orals 
and – their main attraction – a Monet-
esque island bridge that crosses a placid 
lake.

But during the winter, the park is 
dressed up for its annual Winter Walk 
of Lights. Everything from the trees lin-
ing the trails to the gazebos, the lake and 
the famed Fountain of Lights are decked 
out for an animated glowing display. Let 
this magical half-mile walk transport you 
away from the stresses of school, work 
and a particularly tense presidential elec-
tion.

IF YOU CAN’T GET 
AWAY FROM D.C.

Tips and tricks:

If you have the time and a Zipcar ac-
count, take a walk through the winter 
wonderland of Meadowlark Botanical 
Gardens to distract yourself from post-
election gloom.

The Meadowlark Botanical Gardens, 
located in Vienna, Va., are beautiful dur-
ing the spring and summer months with 
their cobblestone walkways, sprawling 
green fi elds spotted with seasonal fl orals 
and – their main attraction – a Monet-
esque island bridge that crosses a placid 
lake.

But during the winter, the park is 
dressed up for its annual Winter Walk 
of Lights. Everything from the trees lin-
ing the trails to the gazebos, the lake and 
the famed Fountain of Lights are decked 
out for an animated glowing display. Let 
this magical half-mile walk transport you 
away from the stresses of school, work 
and a particularly tense presidential elec-
tion.

CLEANSING SOCIAL 
MEDIA

In this strained political climate, logging 
onto Facebook this year has probably brought 
with it an increasing sense of dread. You never 
know which of your extended family mem-
bers or former middle school classmates is 
going to post an essay of a status revealing op-
posite political views. While it’s important to 
be exposed to views other than your own, the 
constant barrage of opinions can be stressful.

If you’re scrolling through your feed and 
see a political status with which you vehe-
mently disagree, just hover over that person’s 
name and click the unfriend button to feel the 
sense of relief wash over you.

If you can’t unfriend someone for what-
ever reason, you can always go to their page 
and “unfollow” them. Like the mute button 
on Twitter, “unfollowing” allows you to still 
view everything on their profi les without 
posts popping up on your newsfeed.

Of course, you could deactivate your so-
cial media accounts altogether. It may seem 
extreme, but you can trust that the people who 
you care about most will fi nd other ways to 
connect with you. 

PAMPERING 
YOURSELF

Take care of yourself and do little 
things that you know make you happy. If 
you don’t know where to start, here are a 
few suggestions.

Even though it’s a bit early, listen to 
Christmas music to get yourself into the 
holiday spirit. If you don’t enjoy Christmas 
carols, any kind of music you typically en-
joy can be uplifting.

Revamp your hygiene routine with a 
face mask or a bubble bath. Try Burt’s Bees 
Intense Hydration Treatment masks and 
treat yourself to a well-deserved spa day. If 
you’re not into the beauty routine, turn on 
relaxing music and ambient lighting, and 
snuggle up to your favorite Netfl ix show to 
calm down for the night.
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CRUNCH
National ranking of men’s squash. GW opened the regular season Wednesday 

with a 8–1 victory over Georgetown.

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
vs. Coppin State
7 p.m. Wednesday

After splitting their first two 
games of the season, the 
Colonials take on the Eagles 
at home.

MEN’S BASKETBALL
vs. Arkansas-Pine Bluff
7 p.m. Thursday

GW will host the Golden 
Lions before heading to 
Kansas City for the rest of 
the CBE Classic.

11

Men’s basketball 
opened the 2016-2017 
campaign on Friday with 
a 75–71 win at home over 
Maryland Eastern Shore.

Despite giving up a 
double-digit second half 
lead down the stretch, GW 
pulled out the four-point 
victory behind excep-
tional free throw shooting  
and strong performances 
from veteran returning 
starters graduate student 
Tyler Cavanaugh and ju-
nior Yuta Watanabe.

While it’s still too 
early to make any defini-
tive predictions about the 
year, here are a few obser-
vations from the new-look 
Colonials’ debut victory:

1. Watanabe’s 
confident playing style

As one of just two re-
turners from GW’s NIT 
championship roster this 
year, Watanabe will have 
to play a bigger role offen-
sively. Based on Friday’s 
season-opener, the 6-foot-
9-inch guard certainly 
looks capable of produc-
ing.

In his first season as 
a regular starter in 2015–
2016, Watanabe averaged 
just 8.0 points and 4.0 re-
bounds. Against UMES, 
Watanabe was the early 
offensive spark for GW, 
hitting two three-pointers 
and putting up 10 points 
in the game’s first six 
minutes. He finished the 
contest with 18, while 
adding six rebounds and 
a game-high two blocks.

Watanabe also looked 
confident on the Smith 
Center floor, taking the 
ball to the rim several 
times and doing a solid 
job drawing fouls. He 
went a clutch 10-for-12 at 
the line which helped the 
Colonials close out the 

win down the stretch.
Opponents will only 

get tougher from here on 
out, but expect Watanabe 
to continue to be one of 
the most impactful play-
ers on the court.

2. Turnovers may pose 
issues early on in the 
season

The most glaring 
blemish on the stat sheet 
Friday was for turnovers.

Last season, the Co-
lonials averaged 11 give-
aways per game, and 
across 38 total contests 
committed 15 or more on 
just five occasions. Nine-
teen turnovers in a 90–50 
victory over La Salle on 
Feb. 21 was a season-high. 
Against the Hawks, how-
ever, GW gave up 20.

Cavanaugh and red-

shirt junior point guard 
Jaren Sina each had a four, 
a game-high, as the of-
fense occasionally looked 
out of sync and rushed 
passes, especially when 
confronted with a pesky 
UMES press. Cavanaugh 
called his and his team’s ball 
control “shaky” at times but 
thinks improvement will 
come if the team keeps trust-
ing the system.

Interim head coach 
Maurice Joseph said he 
wasn’t worried about Si-
na’s debut performance, 
and film work will be key 
in getting him more in 
tune with his offense.

“Learning where guys 
want the ball, learning 
about how we need to at-
tack press breaks – we’re 
going to see pressure all 
year,” Joseph said after 

the game. “We’ve got to 
be ready for it. Just get-
ting better in the film 
room – that’s something 
we’re going to spend a 
lot of time on. [Sina] is a 
talented player. He has a 
great feel for the game. 
He’ll be fine. I’m not wor-
ried about Jaren at all.”

3. Strong defense in 
spurts

In the first half, the 
Colonials’ defense held 
UMES to 25 percent 
shooting and looked en-
ergetic on the floor. There 
was even a 10-minute 
stint where GW conceded 
just one field goal to the 
Hawks.

As the game trailed 
on, however, the defense 
lost steam. UMES shot 45 
percent from the floor in 

the second half, and the 
Colonials couldn’t stop 
them from mounting a 
16-point comeback.

GW also does not 
seem to have a lockdown 
perimeter defender to 
look to when its having 
problems with an oppos-
ing player. UMES senior 
forward Bakari Copeland 
scored 21 points on Fri-
day – with 14 coming in 
the second half – and was 
finding open shots regu-
larly. Neither Cavanaugh 
nor Watanabe could con-
tain Copeland in their at-
tempt to guard him.

“We’ve got to be able 
to stop guys 1-on-1, and 
it’s going to be by com-
mittee so no blame to 
Tyler or Yuta or anybody 
else,” Joseph said. “We’ve 
got to guard. We’ve got 

to have more pride in 
our team defense. We’ve 
got to take pride in put-
ting teams away when we 
have the lead. We’ve got 
to take pride in finishing 
the job. Today we were 
shaky, and we just got to 
get better from it.”

In his first college 
game, freshman center 
Collin Smith did not re-
cord any rejections, but he 
posed a constant threat at 
the rim and altered sev-
eral shots in the paint. His 
shot-blocking ability is 
not something GW could 
count on last year with 
Cavanaugh and Larsen in 
the frontcourt.

4. Freshmen crucial to 
frontcourt depth

It is very possible that 
Joseph will count on nine 
or 10 players to take on 
serious minutes through-
out year. While the Co-
lonials usually played 
seven or eight deep last 
year and often looked for 
30 or more minutes from 
their starters, the extra 
substitutions could give 
returners like Cavanaugh 
and Watanabe crucial rest.

Especially for Cavana-
ugh, the young frontcourt 
rotation which includes 
Smith, freshman Arnaldo 
Toro and freshman for-
ward Kevin Marfo is re-
freshing after a 2015–2016 
season where the Colo-
nials were forced to play 
small when their star was 
on the bench.

Smith will likely con-
tinue to start at center, 
picking up seven points 
and six boards in 27 min-
utes against UMES. Toro 
made his only shot from 
the field and looked com-
posed, knocking down 
both of his free throws in 
the game.

Marfo picked up early 
fouls and Toro committed 
three turnovers, but their 
physical presences will be 
important as the season 
progresses.

Observations from men’s basketball’s debut victory
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Junior guard Yuta Watanabe goes up for a shot against Maryland Eastern Shore on Friday. Watanabe scored 18 points and re-
corded a game-high two blocks in GW’s 75–71 win.

Thanks to scrappy 
guard play and a bal-
anced effort on both sides 
of the ball, women’s bas-
ketball picked up its first 
win of the season under 
first-year head coach Jen-
nifer Rizzotti Sunday, de-
feating Princeton at home, 
56–45.

GW (1–1) started the 
game shooting just 2-for-
15 from the field, missing 
all six of their three-point 
attempts and turning the 
ball over five times. Princ-
eton’s zone defense stifled 
the Colonials for the first 
15 minutes and neutral-
ized junior forward Kelli 
Prange and forced senior 
forward Caira Washing-
ton to the bench with two 
early fouls.

“We anticipated they 
would play a lot of zone, 
but it’s always different 
when you see it for the 
first time,” Rizzotti said. 
“I thought our guys really 
adjusted and made some 
good passes and got some 
really good looks at the 
basket.”

GW’s sloppiness and 
poor three-point shooting 
continued to hurt them in 
in the first five minutes 
of the second quarter, as 
the Colonials fell behind 
20–12.

Rizzotti turned to 
guard Hannah Schaible 
for an offensive spark, 
and the senior’s hustle 
and scrappiness provided 
instant energy. 

Schaible posted a ca-
reer-high five steals, drew 
a charge, and added four 
assists and five rebounds 
to help GW recapture a 
26–21 lead by closing the 
half with a 14–1 run.

“When it comes to hus-
tle plays, for me, they’ll 
always come – I may not 
always be in the right po-
sition, but I’ll find a ball 
eventually,” Schaible said. 
“I think that’s big for my 
own mentality – I get one, 
and I want to get anoth-
er one, another one and 
then another one – that’s 
kind of what drives me 
throughout the game.”

Off the bench, gradu-
ate transfer forward Lexi 
Martins played lock-
down defense in the first 
half, recording a career-
high three blocks to hold 

Princeton’s star freshman 
Bella Alaire to only five 
points and two turnovers 
through the first 20 min-
utes.

“I’m starting to feel 
a little bit more com-
fortable, getting used 
to a faster level of play 
and playing with differ-
ent girls,” Martins said. 
“Hopefully as the season 
goes on, and practice goes 
on, I’ll get a little bit more 
comfortable being out on 
the floor with them.”

Washington, who 
returned in the second 
half after her early foul 

trouble, was good for two 
blocks as the Colonials 
allowed only one basket 
through the first five min-
utes of the third quarter. 

The Colonials 
stretched the lead to 10, 
but a quick 8–2 spurt by 
the Tigers cut the lead 
back to four, 35–31, with 
the Colonials offense 
again looking for an-
swers.

With Schaible needing 
a breather, Rizzotti turned 
to her bench. Sophomore 
Mei-Lyn Bautista and 
freshman Kendall Bresee, 
who scored five points 

off a three-pointer and a 
strong drive to the rim, 
helped propel GW to an-
other 10–2 run as the Co-
lonials finished the third 
quarter strong with a 45–
33 lead.

“We really have five 
guys that could easily 
start on a lot of different 
teams, and they’ve ac-
cepted that role because 
they know that they’re 
important to our success,” 
Rizzotti said. “To be able 
to put Kendall [Bresee] in 
and have her score five 
quick points and defend 
and rebound, is a luxury 

that I have.”
In the fourth quarter, 

GW had great execution 
on offense as ball move-
ment helped the team 
grab an 18-point lead – 
their largest of the game 
– before a late 9–1 Tigers 
run cut it down to 10. But 
after allowing a fourth 
quarter comeback on 
Friday at Georgetown, 
the Colonials conceded 
just four field goals and 
forced five turnovers in 
the final period to secure 
the victory.

Rizzotti noted that she 
was pleased with the Co-
lonials’ defensive intensi-
ty on Sunday, as they held 
the Tigers to 30.4 percent 
shooting clip and threw 
several different defen-
sive schemes at a Princ-
eton team that graduated 
71 percent of its players 
last year.

“I’ve been really hap-
py with our defense the 
last two games,” Rizzotti 
said. “We’ve been able 
to go back and forth be-
tween man and zone. I 
think that helps disrupt 
teams, especially a young 
team like Princeton that 
doesn’t have a lot of expe-
rience.”

Although she was 
pleased with her team’s 
defense, Rizzotti also 
noted improvements that 
could be made on the of-
fensive side of the ball.

“Certainly we want to 
continue to run in transi-
tion and get some easy 
baskets, but we do need 
to get better at our half-
court execution,” Rizzotti 
said.

Up next for the Colo-
nials are the Coppin State 
Eagles. Tipoff is set for 7 
p.m. on Wednesday at the 
Smith Center.

Women’s basketball captures first win under Rizzotti
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Senior guard Hannah Schaible put up 11 points, nine rebounds and a career-high five steals in GW’s 56–45 win over Princeton 
Sunday afternoon.


